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mediterranean  basin  1946  SHELLED  ALMOND  FORECAST  LOWER  THAN  IN  1945 
By  Walter  R.  Schreiber,  AfS^ri cultural  Economist 

The  1946  forecast  of  shelled-almond  production  in  the  six  leading’ 
commercial  producing  countries  is  73,300  short  tons  coniDared  wit^ 
81.100  ton,  in  1945  and  52,300  ton.  In  1944.  If  actualirproduSrl  cron 
of  the  size  forecast  would  be  the  third  largest  since  1938,  exceeding  the 
5-year  average  (1940-1944)  of  59.000  tons  by  24  percent. 

ALMONDS,  SHELLED:  Estimated  commercial  production  in  specified  countries. 

1946  with  coii5)arison8  * 

_  (Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Country 


Average 


1940-1944  !  1935-1944  I 


1944 


:  1945  :  1946  ^ 


Short 

tons 

800 

1,400 

5,200 

23,800 

1,600 

25,200 


Short 

tons 


: 


700  ; 
2,100  : 
dj  : 
27,800  : 
2,300  : 
24,100 


Short 
tons 

1,000  ; 

600  :  cj 
5,300  : 
22,700  : 
1,700  : 
20,900 


Short 

tons 


Short 

tons 


500  :  y  600 
300  :  3,800 
600  :  3 , 800 
000  :  33,000 
300  :  2,900 
400  :  24,200 


59,000  :  e/  57,000  :  52,200  :  81,100  :  b/  73,300 


France  . 

French  Morocco 

Iran . 

Italy . . 

Portugal . . 

Spain  . . 

Foreign  total  . 

United  States 

(unshelled)  f/,;  15,000  ;  14,700  ,  ^  i  c/  23^ 

Compiled  from  trade  and  official  sources,  a?  Prellmlnarv. 
p«limln^y  estimate  for  Prance  not  yet  available.  The  1939. 

./  ‘“‘s  '>9eo  u«e4.  To  be  revised.  0/  Revised, 

e/  Excluding  Iran,  f/  California  only. 

Preooh  production  over  the  preceding  year  were .  recorded  In 

cllne^^wMir^^f^e^’Tf^  Portugal.  The  forecast  for  Spain  shows  a  modest  de¬ 
cline  while  that  for  Italy  Is  21  percent  below  the  near-record  crop  of  .the 


800’  :  35,100 

y  The  1946 
•1943  average  of 
y  Not  available, 


y  the  Office  of  ForelgrAgMcultural“Rel.t4*'“'*“r*'’  '"‘P®'’**  ®“  **«•!<*  agricultural  proapecta  approved 
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A.  I.  Tannoua.  and  L.  B.  Bacon.  ^  Joaeph  A.  Becker,  Chalr.an,  C.  u.  Purvea,  W.  R.  Schreiber, 
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previous  year.  Though  final-check  data  on  the  1945  Italian  crop  are 
not  yet  available,  there  is  a  reason  to  believe  that  the  estimate  may 
be  revised  upward  when  such  data  become  available.  Sicilian  production 
this  year  is  placed  at  12,100  tons,  compared  with  20,000  tons  last  year, 
and  that  in  the  Apulia-r  Abruzzi,  Molise  (Bari  district)  at  20,900  tons, 
compared  with  22,000  tons  in  1945.  Quantitative  data  for  the  relatively 
unimportant  French  crop  have  not  yet  been  received,  but  other  indications 
point  to  an  average  production. 

Growir^  conditions  in  most  countries  were  satisfactory  during 
the  season  to  date.  Reports  from  Spain  indicate  that  the  crop,  now  be¬ 
ing  harvested,  experienced'  some  damage  early  in  the  season  from  severe 
weather  in  scattered  sections  of  the  Provinces  of  Almeria  and  Granada, 

Abundant  rains  late  in  the  season  in  the  lowland  area  of  Spain 
increased  the  size  of  the  nuts,  and  growers  now  anticipate  that  for  the 
most  part,  kernels  will  be  large.  Kernels  counting  30/34  and  27/30  are 
reported  scarce. 

Though  weather  conditions  were  favorable  in  Iran,  during  the 
past  few  years  a  large  number  of  trees  were  reported  to  have  been  cut 
down  particularly  in  the  Azerbaijan  Province,  because  of  the  abnormally 
high  prices  for  firewood  and  the  difficulty  in  marketing  nuts.  With  the 
effects  of  wartime  neglect  and  damage  in  French  Morocco  and  Italy  grad¬ 
ually  being  overcome,  these  countries  are  ejq^ected  to  attain  their  prewar 
production  levels  within  a  relatively  short  time.  The  large  1945  and 
1946  Italian  production  might  indicate  that  this  point  had  already  been 
reached,  but  these  larger  crops  were  due  mainly  to  favorable  weather  and 
young  acreage  com.ing  into  bearing. 

Quantitative  data  for  carry-over  stocks  from  the  1945  crop  of 
almonds  are  not  available  for  all  countries  at  this  time,  but  stocks 
are  not  considered  to  be  excessive  in  view  of  the  largo  production. 

Almond  imports  into  the  United  States  in  recent  years  have  come 
almost  entirely  from  Spain  and  Portugal.  Remand  for  Spanish  almonds  in 
the  United  States  during  the  war  and  last  season  v;as  heavy,  but  ’-dth  the 
record-large  1945  California  crop  interest  among  importers  hare  has 
slackened.  Only  a  small  part  of  stocks  on  hand  in  Portugal  and  Spain  on 
July  1  were  reported  to  be  of  a  grade  and  quality  of  interest  to  United 
States  importers.  While  the  Italian  almond-export  trade  has  revived, 
imports  into  this  country  have  come  largely  from  Sicily  where  prices  are 
considerably  below  those  for  almonds  in  the  Bari  district. 

No  worth-while  stocks  remain  in  France  or  French  Morocco.  The 
latter  coxintry  reports  300  short  tons  still  on  hand  on  July  1  of  such 
poor  quality  that  domestic  utilization  will  be  the  only  outlet.  In  Iran 
about  4,000  tons  of  old  crop  nuts  remained  on  March  1,  some  of  which  are 
knovm  to  have  been  exported.  Domestic  consumption  has  been  relatively 
high.  On  July  1  possibly  not  more  than  2,000  short  tons  were  still  in  the 


hands  of  traders  and  grovrers.  It  is  doubtful  if  this  Quantity  uas  of 
suitable  grade  and  quality  to  meet  export  requirements. 

Information  received  from  Portugal  indicates  that  about  1,400 
tons  of  the  1945  almond  crop  remained  on  O'uly  1,  of  ^7hich  only  a  small 
percentage  uas  of  a  grade  and  quality  of  interest  to  United  States  im- 
porterSo  Stocks  on  July  1  in  Italy  are  uncertain.  A  definite  estimate 
for  Sicily  indicates  3,800  tons,  a  figure  believed  to  be  reliable.  In 
the  Bari  district,  the  carry-over  estimates  vary  considerably.  On  the 
one  hand,  it  is  reported  that  a  good  proportion  of  last  year's  crop  r^as 
sent  to  other  parts  of  Italy,  primarily  to  northern  areas  for  use  in 
the  manufacture  of  almond  oil;  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  claimed  that 
considerable  stocks  are  held  by  speculative  interests  as  a  hedge  against 
a  possible  further  devaluation  of  the  lira*  The  near-record  low  olive- 
oil  production  during  1945-46  gave  an  added  impetus  to  the  manufacture 
of  almond  oil  to  be  used  as  a  substitute. 

Advices  from  Spain  indicate  that  on  July  1  about  5,500  short 
tons  remained  in  the  entire  country,  of  which  3,300  tons  were  in  the 
Valencia  area.  In  the  Malaga  area  stocks  of  Valencia  and  Jordan  types 
were  greatly  reduced  owing  primarily  to  heavy  exportation  and  good  demand 
from  oil  crushers.  Furthermore,  Spain  had  a  poor  olive-oil  crop  in 
1945-46  which  encoxiraged  the  production  of  almond  oil  for  use  as  a  sub¬ 
stitute.  Esrly  in  June  local  market  prices  had  advanced  because  of  the 
demand  from  oil  crushers  to  a  level  which  made  export  virtually  impossible. 

Export  data  from  the  countries  in  the  Mediterranean  B^sin  are 
still  unobtainable  in  sufficiently  conplete  detail  to  permit  their  use 
in  this  report.  France  is  on  an  import  basis  though  import  statistics 
are  still  not  obtainable.  It  is  known  that  a  few  tons  were  imported  from 
French  Morocco.  Iran  effected  some  exports  during  the  season  to  date 
to  other  Hear  East  countries.  By  mid-February  1946  some  3,000 ’.short  tons 
had  been  exported  according  to  Iranian  statistics.  The  breakdown  between 
shelled  and  unshelled  nuts  is  not  known  at  .this  time,  ; 

While  the  Italian  almond-ejqjort  trade  has  revived,  quantitative 
data  for  the  -season  to  date  are  lacking.  The  United  Kingdom  purchased 
around  1,100  short  tons. in  Bari  and  it  is  understood  to  have  purchased 
some  in  Sicily.  Exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  Bari  area,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Italian  sources  have  not  been  resumed  due  primarily  to  the  high 
prices  demanded  by  growers.  Sicilian  almonds  have  been  offered  and  sold 
to  the  United  States  at' prices  considerably  below  those  of  Bari.  About 
June  1,  it  was  necessary  for  exporters  in  the  B?ari  area  to  ask  23,000 
lire  per  bale  (about  $102.00  per  220  lbs.)  for  export  grades  while  those 
in  Sicily  were  about  25  percent  lower.  The  industry  in  the  Bari  area  is 
reported  as  rapidly  approaching  its  prewar  state  of  organization  and  mak¬ 
ing  strong  efforts  to  regain  export  outlets.  It  is  understood  that 
Italian  ejpiorters  received  50  percent  of  their  returns  from  sales  abroad 
in  lire  and  50  percent  in  foreign  exchange  -^hich  must  be  utilized  by 
them  or  others  for  the  importation  of  goods  on  the  required  list  of  im¬ 
ports.  This  arrangement  has  been  confused  from  time  to  time  as  a  subsidy 
for  exports.  Actually  it  is  not  a  subsidy  but  is  intended  to  facilitate 
imports  from  abroad.  The  confusion  probably  arises  from  the  fact  that 
an  importer  in  some  instances  could  shade  his  prices  on  exports  to  make 
the  sale  in  anticipation  of  import  profits. 


Spain's  exports  of  almonds  during  the  war  years  and  thfe  season 
now  ending  have  been  heavy,  especially  to  the  United  States  where  demand 
was  good  and  prices  were  high.  As  mid-season  was  passed  a  dark  cloud 
appeared  on  the  Spanish  almond  export  horizon  in  the  form  of  Italian  com¬ 
petition,  the  slackening  of  demand  from  United  States  importers,  and  the 
realization  that  the  California  1945  crop  was  the  largest  on  record  up 
to  that  time.  By  May  information  received  in  Spain  from  United  States 
sources  indicated  that  the  California  1946  crop  would  be  more  'ohan  twice 
the  lO-year  average  and  that  demand  in  United  States  outlet  channels  had 
slackened  to  a  point  where  some  importers  alleged  they  were  selling  at 
cost  to  lighten  their  inventories.  British  buyers  who  some  months  ago 
showed  some  interest  in  Spanish  almonds  failed  to  make  any  purchases  when 
Italian  nuts  became  available.  The  strong  domestic  demand  has  maintained 
the  high  prices  for  Spanish  nuts,  thus  preventing  meeting  Italian  com¬ 
petition. 

Prices  for  new-crop  nuts  are  still  rather  uncertain.  Inflation 
in  most  exporting  countries  is  keeping  prices  in  terms  o.f  local  currency 
at  high  levels  thoiigh  not  overly  excessive  in  light  of  the  present  exchange 
rates  in  most  importing  countries.  There  appears  to  be  evidence  that 
prices  generally  will  be  lower,  especially  in  Italy.  Just  how  faT  prices 
will  drop  will  depend  upon  export  demand  and  local  supplies.  It  is  doubt¬ 
ful  whether  Spanish  prices  will  decline  sufficiently  soon  to  permit  early 
season  commitments  by  exporters  in  that  country. 


UNITED  STATES:  Imports  of  shelled  almonds  (for  consumption) 
from  specified  countries,  1945-46  with  comparisons 


Year  ^ 

French 

Morocco 

Italy 

Spain 

Portiogal 

Other 

countries 

Total 

Short 

'  Shor  t 

Short 

Short  • 

Short 

Short 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

Average 

1940-41 

through 

• 

1944-45.. 

10 

17 

3,076 

.  799 

304 

4,206 

Annual 

1941-42 . . 

23 

2 

17 

493 

1,008 

1,543 

1942-43. . 

1 

0 

14 

480 

121 

616 

1943-44. . 

0 

0 

6,930 

1,271 

.  53  ■ 

8,254 

1944-45... 

15 

0 

8,061 

1,218 

31 

9,325 

1945-46  b/  28 

73 

6,516 

493 

•  55 

7,165 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
a/  Crop-year  basis,  September-A'ugust .  b/  September,  1945  through 
"April,  1946. 
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ITALIAN  1946  SHBILSD  ALMOND  BSTIMATB  LOWBS  THM  LAST  TBAE 
3y  W,  H,  Schreiber,  Agricultural  Economist 

The  prelimlaaiy  estlaate  of  1946  shelled  almond  production  in  the 

“Itl*  80,600  tons 

^  I  estimate  for  1946  exceeds  the 

1940-M  arerags  of  33,800  tons  b?  39  percent  and  the  1935-44  arerage  of  37  800 

TMM'*’^aid  ?*®  1945  crop  was  the  largest  on  record  In  the  past  30 

years,  and  considerably  exceeding  eren  the  more  optimistic  estimates  of 

.rer”nS^lTIbSsr!Sll«)  LXat^'ltTc^'o^^rof'Le^l^f  nf?r' 

♦  *1,  conditions  in  both  districts  this  season  have  been  satisfar- 

iST  would  have  been  beneficial,  though  prolonged  dry  spell” 

i^d  auts  from  attaining  larger  sizL.  With  wS  dLage 

Italian  almond  acreage  largely  overcome  and  with  young  treeT^ 
coming  into  bearing  or  full  maturity,  the  overall  bearing  surface  of  thl 
co^try  is  now  larger  than  in  prewar  years,  a  , recent  su^erind?L?es!  La>*^6r 
prewar  average  productions  are  indicated  in  the  future.  Considerable  ^ 
taught  is  bei^  given  to  standardizing  almond  types  in  order  to  increase 
their^ marketability.  This  is  especially  true  in  the  Bari  area  where  some  600 

change-ov^r  to  fewer  stl^darr^r 
acceptable  types,  however,  will  be  a  long-time  process. 

V  4.U  ,  1945-46  marketing  season,  to  review  briefly,  was  character! 

by  the  almost  total  lack  of  foreign  demand  at  opening,  because  prices  ware 

ofjL  -rf *“  cou?ldenca®iu 

fromVrtr  purchased  with  money  received 

It^llM  ®f  ‘»®  '““on  advanced,  prices  weakened.  The 

SoTernment  finally  permitted  exporters  to  retain  half  the  proceeds  In 

„v  tM  **?“***. ‘®  «“eourage  exportation  of  nuts  and  other  Items,  tte  effect 
li  "lotion  of  exchange  control  resulted  In  an  Immediate  lowering  of 

Mlnlstiy  of  Hood  became  active  In  the  market  at  these  lower  nrices  and  acc-d 
^  '*“*®  purchased  about  8,800  tons  of  shelled  nuts 'in  Sicily^' 

States  Imnnrt.™^*),*  13.300  short  tons.  About  the  same  time,  United 

StatH  i??  v“”?  1“  Italian  almonds.  Sales  to  the  United 

short  t^i)^  °“‘®'  ®”®'-  •**0'^  *““•  and^3.300 
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In  addition,  exports  were  also  made,  as  follows:  Sweden  (770  short, 
tons),  Switzerland  (1,100  tons),  and  negotiations  with  France,  Belgium,  and  \ 
Norv/ay  totaling  another  770  tons  vrere  in  progress.  It  must  he  explained  here 
that  the  price  of  nuts  in  terms  of  lire  remained  high,  being  between  18,000 
and  23,000  lire,  but  that  the  50  percent  "free  exchange"  made  it  possible  to 
sell  to  the  United  Kingdom  at  prices  around  L165  per  metric  ton  for  shelled 
nuts  (about  $660  per  2,200  pounds). 

Oil  mills  had  been  purchasing  almonds  in  modest  quantities  at  going 
export  prices  early  in  the  season;  however,  as  the  short  supply  of  olive  oil 
and  other  vegetable  oils  v;ere  exhausted,  the  purchasing  tempo  was  increased. 

The  Italian  olive  oil  production  in  1945-46  was  the  poorest  in  16  years.  The 
tempo  of  purchases  reached  such  a  pitch  that  in  August  crushers  vrere  paying 
betvreen  26,000  and  29,000  lire  per  bale  ($120  to  $128.80  per  220  pounds  at 
official  exchange  rate)  and  indications  were  that  higher  prices  would  be  paid 
if  necessary  to  obtain  the  nuts.  The  prices  offered  by  late  summer  vrere  higher 
than  could  be  obtained  in  export  channels,  and  exports  virtually  stopped  except 
for  parcels  previously  contracted  for  but  not  yet  shipped.  The  quantity  pur-  * 
chased  by  crushers  from  the  1945  crop  from  the  opening  of  the  season  to  mid- 
August  1946,  i-ras  estimated  at  16,500  short  tons  in  the  Bari  area  and  11,000  in 
Sicily.  In  addition,  large  quantities  of  filberts  wore  also  bought  in  Naples 
and  Sicily  for  oil  crushing.  By  mid-August  1946,  all  carry-over  from  crops 
prior  to  1945  had  been  sold  and  the  remaining  stocks  from  1945  had  dwindled  to 
some  20,000  bags  in  Bari  and  the  same  in  Sicily  (4,400  short  tons  in  all  of 
Italy).  There  are  some  more  optimistic  opinions  as  to  remaining  stocks,  but  a 
careful  survey  made  in  August  indicates  the  above  estimate  to  be  as  near  the 
actual  situation  as  can  be  determined  at  this  time.  Furthermore,  it  is  antici¬ 
pated  that  this  quantity  will  be  consumed  by  oil  crushing  operations  before  nev; 
crop  nuts  reach  the  market  in  volume. 

The  1946-47  marketing  season  just  starting  has  the  average  Italiari 
exporter  very  much  in  a  quandry  and  most  of  them  are  rather  dubious  about  their 
ability  to  export  almonds  abroad,  especially  to  the  United  States.  This  condi¬ 
tion  is  rather  understandable  Xirhen  one  takes  into  considera,tion  that  the  new 
olive  oil  from  the  1946-47  production  v;ill  not  be  available  in  volume  until  late 
December  and  that  betv/een  nov;  and  January  the  country  either  will  have  to  use 
domestic  a,lmond  and  filbert  oils  or  imported  oils,  or  go  without.  Oil  crushers, 
during  the  past  month,  have  bid  the  prices  of  shelled  almonds  up  from  28,000  to 
32,000  lire  a  bale  ($124.44  to  $142.22  per  220  pounds  at  the  official  exchange 
rate)  to  grovrers  and  arc  apparently  prepared  to  go  still  higher.  (These  priqes 
should  not  be  confused  with  those  quoted  for  export  to  the  United  States  vrhich 
due  to  the  "free  exchange"  operation  arc  considerably  lower.  Export  quotatiops 
are  calculated  at  between  350  and  380  lire  per  dollar.)  Such  prices  to  grovrers 
iiTill  mean  a  somev;hat  higher  export  price  and,  it  is  anticipated,  vrill  have  the 
effect  of  keeping  both  British  and  American  buyers  out  of  the  market.  In  this 
connection,  the  oil  crushers  are  not  particular  about  grades,  pack,  or  sizes, 
for  crushing  for  oil,  as  these  factors  are  unimportant.  It  was  also  reported 
that  one  mill  even  used  unshelled  nuts,  though  no  details  could  be  obtained  as 
to  vrhether  this  method  '/as  found  satisfactory.  It  vras  also  stated  that  in  some 
areas  Italian  housevrives  had  become  so  used  to  almond  oil  that  this  business 
vras  likely  to  remain  at  least  in  part  for  years  to  come.  A  number  of  inquiries 
have  been  received  from  United  States  importers  for  sxirect  almond  oil,  and  it  is 
reported  that  some  business  has  been  done  already.  Certain  Italian  interests 
hold  high  hopes  for  a,  modest  export  business  in  almond  oil  in  the  future.  The 
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almond-oil  liusiness  appears  to  have  hecome  a  more  or  loss  permanent  part  of  the 
almond  industry,  at  least  until  such  a  time  as  other  cheaper  vegetable  oils  are 
more  plentiful,  a  situation  not  likely  for  some  years  to  come. 

As  this  report  is  written,  there  appears  to  he  little  likelihood  of 
large  exports  of  Italian  almonds  to  the  United  States;  this  does  not  mean, 
however,  that  some  speciality  types  will  not  move  this  season. 

The  olive  oil  production  ririll  start  in  late  Hovemher  or  early 
Dccemher  and  the  price  of  oil  will  ho  the  largest  determining  factor  in  the 
export  market  for  almonds.  It  is  hclicved  that  the  prices  demanded  hy  growers 
for  nuts  will  continue  to  he  high,  prohahly  going  higher  as  the  season  advances, 
until  the  olive  oil  comes  into  market,  and  that  it  may  he  well  after  January 
or  February  before  any  v;cakoning  of  almond  prices  in  Italy  can  be  anticipated. 
There  is  also  the  matter  of  a  strong  interest  on  the  part  of  the  British 
Ministry  of  Food  for  large  quantities  of  both  almonds  and  filberts  to  be  consid¬ 
ered.  This  interest  is  expected  to  turn  into  actual  purchases  when  prices 
reach  levels  acceptable  to  the  British. 

The  situation  with  regard  to  probable  exports  from  Spain  is  somov/heit 
similar  to  that  of  Italy  in  tha,t  the  bulk  of  the  carry-over  and  new  crop  is 
expected  to  be  diverted  to  oil  production  and  that  prices  continue  at  high 
levels . 


United  States:  Imports  of  almonds,  shelled 
(In  short  tons) 


September 

Imported  from 

-August 

France 

French 

Iran 

Italy 

Portugal 

Spain 

Other 

Total 

Year 

Morocco 

1/ 

Countries 

Average 

1940/41- 

1944/45 

4 

10 

136 

19 

799 

3,076 

163 

4,207 

Annual 

1940-41 

16 

11 

U 

91 

533 

358 

281 

1,290 

1941-42 

2 

23 

560 

2 

493 

17 

446 

1,543 

. 1942-43 

0 

1 

100 

0 

480 

14 

21 

616 

1943-44 

0 

0 

14 

0 

1,271 

6,930 

39 

8 , 254 

1944-45 

0 

15 

4 

0 

1,218 

8,061 

27 

9,325 

2/1945-46 

0 

28 

40 

450 

609 

6,929 

25 

8,081 

-  ^  -  - -  - - - 

y  Prior  to  194-1-42  included  x/ith  other  countries 

y  Ton  months,  September  through  June 
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United  States:  Imports  of  almonds,  unshelled 
(In  short  tons) 


September 

Imported  from 

-Augus  t 
Year 

France  : 

• 

Italy 

Portugal 

Spain 

Other 

Countries 

Total 

Average 

1940/41- 

1944/45 

• 

« 

0  • 

0 

5 

119 

1 

125 

Annual 

1940-41 

0  ; 

0 

0 

0 

1/ 

1/ 

1941-42 

0  ■ 

0 

.  .1 

•  0 

3 

4 

1942-43 

U  ; 

.  ■  0- 

.  ■  .  0 

0 

0 

0 

1943-44 

0 

.  ,  0'  . 

■■  14’. 

425 

0 

,  439 

1944-45 

0  , 

■  L) 

;  11 

170 

0 

181 

2/1945-46 

0 

■ :  0 

O' 

220 

5 

225 

Compiled  from  offic’al  records'  of’ --.the  Bureau  of  Census 
3j/  Loss  than  l/2  ton 
^  Ten  months,  Soptemhor  through  June 


Note:  A  complete  almond  summary  for  all  countries  will  he  released  in  the 
near  future. 


Co 


^  3-46  September  30,  1946 

♦HEDITBREAMAH  BASIK  1946  PEELIMINASr  SSm.Z’RJ)  ALMOUD  SSTIMATB  LOWER 
R7  W.  R«  Sdhreiber,  Agricultural  ScoBomiet 

The  1946  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  production  in  the  six 
leading  foreign  commercial-producing  countries  is  71,400  short  tons  (revised), 
compared  with  89,700  tons  (revised)  in  1945  and  62,300  tons  in  1944.  This  total 
exceeds  the  6-year  (1940-44)  average  of  69,000  tons  by  21  percent  and  the  10- 
year  (1935-44)  average  of  67,000  tone  by  25  percent.  If  actually  produced,  a 
production  of  the  size  indicated  would  be  the  third  largest  since  1929,  The 
prellBdnary  estimate  shows  a  small  decline  from  the  forecast  made  in  July  for 
Iran  and  Trench  Morocco;  cP.1  other  countries  remain  the  same. 


ALMORDS,  SHSLLED;  Xstiisated  commercial  production  in  specified  countries, 

1946  with  comparisons 


(Bounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons)  _ _ 

i _ Average _ i  ;  : 

Country  :  :  :  1944  :  1945  :  1946  a/ 

_ t  1940-1944  t  1935-1944  !  i  _ j _ _ 

:  Short  ;  Short  :  Short  :  Short  :  Short 

•  ■>_one  *  tons  :  tons  •  tone  :  tons 


•  •  J  :  : 

France .  ;  800  :  700  ;  1,000  :  500  :  ^  600 

Frendi  Morocco .  :  1,400  :  2,100  :  600  :  3,300  ;  ^  3,000 

. .  s  6,200  l  cj  :  6,300  :  6,600  ;  d/  7,700 

.  :  23,800  :  27,800  :  22,700  :  d/50,600  ;  33,000 

Portugal .  :  1,600  :  2,300  :  1,700  ;  2,300  ;  2,900 

.  !-  -  25,300  ;  34.100  ;  20.900  !  26.400  i  24.200 

foreign  total  ....  59,000  ;  aJ  57,000  :  62.300  :  d/ 89. 700  :  d/71.400 

United  States  -  — -  — - 

(unshelled)  f/  ...  :  15,000  :  14,700  :  21,000  :  ^23,800  :  35,100 


Coapiled  from  trade  and  official  sources,  a/  Preliminary.  ^  Hot  yet  available, 

1939-43  average  has  been  used,  c/  Data  prior  to  1938  not  available.  Revised. 
ej  Excluding  Iran,  fj  California  only. 


*  This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 

prospects  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Committee  on 
Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  statistics.  Fbr  this  report,  the  Committee  was 
conposed  of  C.  M.  Purvis,  Acting  Chairman,  W.  R.  Schreiber,  L.  B.  Bacon,  and 
A.  I.  Tannous. 


Growing  conditions  in  most  countries  were  satisfactory  during  the 
season,  though  the  lack  of  rain  in  Italy  has  prevented  normal  sizing.  In  Spain, 
some  early-season  damage  from  severe  weather  vias  reported  in  scattered  sections 
of  the  Provinces  of  Almeria  and  Granada.  Abundant  rains  late  in  the  season  in 
the  lowland  area  of  Snain  increased  the  size  of  the  nuts,  xirhich  resulted  in  a 
preponderance  of  large-size  kernels.  In  some  areas,  the  rains  delayed  harvest  by 
as  much  as  3  weeks. 

lilhen  new-crop  almonds  appeared  on  the  Mediterranean  markets,  remaining 
stocks  of  the  1945  harvest  v;ere  estimated  at  10,100  short  tons,  shelled  basis, 
mostly  still  in  hands  of  growers.  Of  this  amount,  an  estimated  4,400  tons 
remained  in  Spain,  a  similar  quantity  in  Italy,  1,100  tons  in  Iran,  and  200  tons 
in  French  Morocco.  The  bulk  of  these  stocks,  hovrever,  are  of  a  grade  and  quality 
not  readily  acceptable  to  United  States  importers.  In  view  of  the  record-breaking 
production  of  1945,  such  carry-overs  are  surprisingly  small.  In  Italy  and  Spain, 
because  of  the  shortage  of  edible  oils,  especially  olive  oil,  large  quantities 
were  used  by  oil  crushers. 

Exports  during  the  1945-46  season  I’Jqtc  in  large  volume,  considering  the 
state  of  international  trade.  The  largest  quantity  of  shelled  almonds  imported 
by  any  country  was  about  13,200  tons  exported  from  Italy  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  United  States  came  second,  vrith  8,825  tons  to  the  end  of  July,  most  of  which 
came  from  Spain,  Italy,  and  Portugal,  in  the  order  named.  French  Morocco  managed 
to  export  about  1,600  tons,  mostly  to  France  and  Algeria,  after  a  very  confused 
marketing  year,  marked  with  export  restrictions,  export  taxes,  and  higher-than- 
world  prices.  Iran  experienced  seme  difficulties  v;ith  almond  exports  due  to  the 
alleged  presence  of  insect  damage  and  complaints  by  certain  importing  countries. 
The  Iranian  Ministry  of  Agriculture  issued  a  circular  to  all  exporters  of  almonds 
instructing  them  to  apply  for  a  certificate  of  freedom  from  plant  diseases  for 
every  export  shipment. 

The  1946-47  marketing  season  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin  has  opened  v;ith 
exporters  in  most  countries  rather  pessimistic  as  to  probable  exports  and  con¬ 
fronted  with  a  strong  demand  on  the  part  of  domestic-oil  crushers,  especially  in 
Italy  and  Spain.  In  French  Morocco  prices  have  dropped  from  the  1945  level  to 
130  to  140  francs  per  kilo  (about  49,7  to  53.5  per  pound),  but  a  35-franc  (about 
13.4  cents  per  pound)  export  tax  has  been  imposed  on  exported  sweet  almonds  which 
brings  the  price  dose  to  1945-46  levels.  The  prohibition  on  exportation  of 
almonds  was  removed  during  the  last  marketing  year.  Production  in  France  this 
year,  as  usual,  is  insufficient  to  take  care  of  domestic  needs,  and  imports 
probably  will  bo  made  from  Morocco. 

Reports  from  Portugal  indicate  the  same  general  pessimistic  attitude  as 
to  the  possibility  of  exports,  though,  so  far,  almonds  have  not  been  used  for  the 
manufacture  of  oil.  The  largo  California  crop,  plus  competition  from  Italy,  is 
mainly  responsible  for  the  anticipated  lack  of  demand  from  the  United  States  this 
season. 


In  the  Malaga  area  of  Spain,  the  production  of  Jordan  types  is  expected 

to  be  about  2,200  short  tons  and  the  same  quantity  of  Valencias.  The  quality  is 

reported  as  good  and  running  mostly  to  larger  sizes.  Exporters  in  Spain  appear  to 
be  considerably  worried  over  the  season's  export  prospects.  After  several  years 
of  relatively  little  competition,  they  novr  face  Italian  competition  and,  further 
still,  a  record  crop  in  California.  In  addition,  the  shortage  of  olive  oil  has 

resulted  in  a  continued  strong  demajid  on  the  part  of  oil  crushers  who  are  willing 

to  pay  prices  higher  than  could  be  obtained  in  export  channels. 


-  3  - 

^  p  It  is  reported  that  a  week-long  conference  between  grov/ors  exonrtnrc! 
and  Government  officials  v;as  held  in  Madrid  for  the  f  exporters, 

to  enable  Spain  to  meet  foreign  competition.  By  late  Aueurt°  vo-^^f 

No'^salcrab^'^  received  in  Spain  and:  practically  none  from  thi  uS'tcd"*Stftos 

ho  sal.es  abroad  were  reported  in  earlv  Au£:u.st  Tt  -ia  nio  4- 

in  Spanish  almonds  has  boon  shown  brLmsh  buyers  ° 

domostic  almond  and  fUbort  oils  or  inportof  oS”  o^- s^«th;ut^ ““ 

oi  ^  crushers,  during  the  past  month,  have  bid  the  prices  of  shon  od 

a  monds  up  from  28,000  to  32,000  lire  a  bale  (S124.44  to  $142  22  -nor  ??n  n  d 
at  tho  official  oKch.ango  rate)  to  growers  and  are  ;pparLhf;?opa?od  to  ^o^till 
higher.  Such  prices  to  growers  will  moan  a  sonowharhighor  0^?^  erloe  fed  f 

to  o“r:?VfmLh:i!  Bntlsh  and  United  States 

pach.  or  siL:io%“c“:hirh“\i!\rr::%::?or:ia?r“?:^ 

a.lso  reported  that  one  mill  even  used  unshelled  nut'^  th^nc-vi  ”  n  1  .n 

Obtained  as  to  whether  this  method  ,:asTunfs1t“f:;tor;;?"^rw::*:^s:  s^:: 

bns^r.^  Itnlinn  hoBowivos  had  become  so  used  to  almond  oil  thrt  'this 

business  was  likely  to  remain  at  least  in  part  for  years  to  cone. 

A  number  of  inquiries  have  been  received  frem  TTn-ifod  Q  +  ofa 
permanent  part  of  tho  almond  industry,  at  least  iJtil°such 

Cheapo  rogotable  oils  are  more  plentiful,  a  situation  not  likely  Sr°ste  years 

As  this  report  is  written,  there  appears  to  be  little  likplihkind 
large  exports  of  Itcalian  almonds  to  the  United  St'iteq*  thic  d  oo  of 

that  some  specialty  types  will  not  noTo  this  season.  ’  “ 

rsi'Er-s— 

of  the  British  Ministry  of  Poorf^  interest  on  the  part 

filberts  must  bo  considered  £[£££  k®  of  ^oth  almonds  and 

Chases  When  prices^r:^:^^;^^ a:cep£‘:bl“rtr th^l^M^h! 


m 


UNITED  STATES:  Imports  for  consumption  of  sholled  and  unshelled  almonds  from 
specified  countries,  SeptemUcr-August ,  1945-46,  with  comparisons 


Year 

Franco 

French 
Mo  roc  CO 

Iran 

27 

Italy 

Portugal 

Spain 

Other 

Countries 

Total 

Sho  rt 

Short 

Short 

Sho  rt 

Sho  rt 

Short 

Short 

Sho  rt 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

SHELLED  almonds 
Average  - 
1940-41  to  1944-45 

4 

10 

£/l36 

19 

799 

3,076 

163 

4,207 

Annual  - 

1940-41  . 

16 

11 

a/ 

91 

533 

358 

281 

1,290 

1941-42  . 

2 

23 

560 

2 

493 

17 

446 

1,543 

1942-43  . 

0 

1 

100 

0 

480 

14 

21 

616 

1943-44  . 

0 

0 

14 

0 

1,271 

6,930 

39 

8,254 

1944-45  . 

0 

15 

4 

0 

1,218 

8,061 

27 

9,325 

1945-46  ^ . 

0 

28 

47 

1,069 

650 

7,006 

25 

8,825 

UNSHELLED  ALMOiiDS 
Average  - 
1940-41  to  1944-45 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Annual  - 

1940-41  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

c/ 

c/ 

1941-42  . 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

4 

1942-^±3  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1943-44  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

14 

425 

0 

439 

1944-45  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11 

170 

0 

181 

1945-46  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

220 

5 

225 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Census 
a/  Prior  to  1941-42  included  with  other  countries. 

^  11  months,  Septemher  through  July, 
c/  Loss  than  one  ton. 


-J’3  S./ 

7^  yj  3  /  ^ 

F/V  MiMrnSmmmm. 


FU  4-4g 

JAlM  5  S^t(#aber  30.  1946 

MEDITEBRAKEAN  basin  1946  EILBEEI  ESTIMATE  LARGEST  SINGE,  1-937,^ 

•PV,.  iQit«  14  4  W.  R.  SCHREIBER  “ 

exceed,  the  6.year  (1940-44) ^ayerage  of ^9  40o’toM^bWfi°°° 
year  (1936-44)  ayerage  of  lOS.^rtonS  hr^e^"* 
crop,  are  near  record  leyele,  bnt  Spain'^  l,  belo^I;er^^ 

FILBERTS.  DNSHELLBD:  Betlaated  production  in  apeclfled  countries 

1946  with  costp&risons  * 

i^to  nearest  IQQ  ahr 


Tear 


I  taly  ;  Spain  t  Turicey 


Short 

•  tons  : 

Arerage  •  . 

1940-1944  ;  17.300  : 

1935-1944  :  20.600  : 

Annnal  • 

1935  .  .  18,000  : 

1936  .  ;  37^000  : 

1937  .  :  26,000  ; 

1938  .  .  17,000  : 

1939  .  j  22,000  : 

1940  .  .  19,600  : 

1941  . ;  10,700  : 

1942  .  .  19,100  : 

1943  .  j  16,400  : 

1944  . .  .  21.300  : 

1945  y .  :  a/17, 800  : 

1946  h/ .  .  35.200  ^ 

Compiled  from  trade  and  official 
a/  Revised 

y  Preliminary 


Short 

tons 

23,700 

25.200 

24,000 

26,000 

32,000 

28,000 

24.200 
22,000 
20,900 
19,800 
17,600 
38,000 
18,000 

18.200 
sources 


Short 

tons 

48.500 
57,000 

71,000 

68,000 

77,000 

28,600 

82.500 

27.500 
33,000 
68,800 

60.500 
52,800 


)a8J 

Mediter-;  UnitedT . 
ranean  :  States  : 
Basin  : unshelled: 
total  :  . 


World 

total 


Short 

tons 

89,400 

102,800 

113,000 

131,000 

135,000 

73.600 

128.700 
69.100 

64.600 

107.700 
93,500 

112.100 


Short 

tons 

5,340 

3,900 

1,240 

2,100 

2,570 

2,440 

3,890 

3,210 

5,750 

4,270 

7,030 

6,460 


Sho  rt 
tons 

94.740 

106,700 

114.240 
133.100 
137, 570 
76,040 
132,590 
72,310 
70,350 
111,970 
100,530 
118,560 


:  33,000  xy  68,800  x^  5,300  74, 100 

ZZaOOO  :  130^0  ;  6.950  :  139.350 


Growing  conditions  in  Italy  and  Turicev  4-  * 

areas,  hut  unfavorable  in  Spain.  The  aualitToJ  satisfactory  in  ao«v 


The  carry-over  fro:''  the  1945  crop  for  the  I'iediterranean  Basin,  estimated 
at  not  more  than  10,000  tens,  unshcllcd  hasi^,  is  located  in  Spain  and  Turkey. 
Indications  arc  that  only  a  very  small  portion  of  the  estimated  carry-over  is  of 
a  grade  and  quality  that  vrill  attract  United  States  importers.  A  part  of  Turkey's 
and  most  of  Spain's  carry-over,  as  well  as  a  large  percentage  of  the  nev;  crop  in 
the  latter  country,  is  expected  to  find  its  vray  into  the  hands  of  oil  crushers. 
Stocks  in  Italy  a.rc  exhausted. 

As  the  1946-47  marketing  season  opens,  prospects  for  exports  from  Italy 
and  Spain  arc  not  overly  hright  in  view  of  high  prices  in  the  domestic  markets 
paid  by  oil  crushers.  This  sit'ua.ticn  is  expected  to  continue  until  early  1947. 
Turkey,  which  appears  at  this  time  to  he  in  the  best  export  position,  ’/ill 
probably  export  m.ore  than  the  other  two  countries  combined.  The  edible-oil 
shortage  in  Turkey  is  not  so  acute  as  in  Itcaly  and  Spain.  It  seems  probable  at 
this  tim^.  thot  United  States  imports  of  filberts  will  come  mpstly  from  Turkey. 
Abnormal  supplies  of  both  rAmonds  and  filberts  in  the  United  Sta.tes  for  this 
m.arketing  season  arc  expected  to  reduce  considerably  United  States  imports  of  the? 
nuts . 


ITALY 


The  1946  preliminary  ostimrtc  of  filbert  production  in  Italy  is  35,200 
short  tons,  unshollcd  basis,  compa.red  vrith  17,800  tons  (revised)  in  1945  and 
21,300  tons  in  1944.  The  estimate  if  actually  produced  v/ill  be  the  la.rgest  since 
the  record  1932  crop  of  40,000  tons  and  v;ill  exceed  the  5-year  (1940-44)  average 
of  17,200  tons  by  105  percent  and  the  10-yea,r  (1935-44)  average  of  20,600  tons  by 
71  percent.  Sicily's  ostina;,to  is  13,200  tons,  compa.red  with  4,000  tons  in  1945 
and  9,000  tons  in  194i:4.  The  estimate  for  the  llaples-Avellino  area  is  22,000  tons, 
compared  with  13,600  (revised)  for  1945  and  12,300  tons  for  1944, 

In  the  Naples— t>-vcllino  area,  the  1945  crop  exceeded  the  preliminary 
estimates  by  72  percent.  This  under-estimation  is  attributed  to  undue  pessimism, 
the  result  of  extended  drought  and  a  tendency  on  the  pa.rt  of  grov/ers  to  hold  back 
their  crop,  making  it  appeair  tha,t  a  much  srealler  production  actually  had  taken 
place,  xi.  further  contributing  factor  in  the  under-estima.tion  of  the  1945  produc¬ 
tion  was  the  difficulty  experienced  by  traders  in  internal  travel  vrhich  prevented 
them  from,  making  the  usual  preharvest  surveys. 

This  growing  season,  by  contra.st,  found  growers  in  genemal  on  the  over- 
optimistic  side  regarding  the  size  of  the  crop,  cspeciai-lly  in  the  Naplcs-Avellino 
area,  but  more  conserva.tive  producers  preferred  to  wait  until  the  ha.rvest  actually 
got  underway  before  becoming  too  optimistic.  Grov/ing  conditions  in  both  areas 
from  the  sta.rt  of  the  soa„scn  until  mid-Juno  '/ere  generallj?-  '/cry  fs-vorablc.  The 
summicr  i-rois  rather  dry  and  the  soil  lacked  moisture.  It  is  reported  that  no 
beneficiail  rains  ha.d  fallen  since  late  Ma.y  or  er^rly  June  in  most  areas,  and  that 
nuts  in  some  sections  wore  not  sizing  properly,  and  an  excessive  drop  vras  reported 
in  a  few  areas. 

In  Sicily,  fly  da.magc  of  more  than  norma.l  proportions  wa.s  generally 
reported.  The  combination  of  excessive  dryness,  fly  damage,  and  drop  tended  to 
make  growers  and  cxnorters  more  conservative  late  in  iiugust  in  their  estimates. 
Quality  in  the  lUaplcs-Avellino  area  was  still  thought  to  be  good  in  late  August, 
though  running  to  smaller-size  kernels,  but  in  SiciljT-  the  quo.lity  was  believed  to 
be  about  a%’-erago  or  slightly  below. 


^  narkctirxg  season  just  clcsci  vas  the  first  in  several  years 

c.  por-iittecL,  axter  a  fashion,  Italian  participation  in  world  filbert  narkets 
-  general,  however,  it  was  hot  too  satisfactory  for  a  nur.'.hcr  of  reasons  though 
no  carry-over  remains  as  of  September  1.  ’  ^ 

lu  lo-r  obstacles  to  normal  trade  reported  in  this  series  on  January 

^  ninder  exports,  and  high  prices  expected  by  growers  through 

i'Oot  of  .he  season  prevented  experters  from  effectively  competing  in  world  markets 

xn  V,  some  inquiries  from  European  countries  c-nd  the  United  Statpc; 

iTtTtnTlT";  ’^“1—  -‘‘O  '-itod  Klnsdon  is  vac™  to  have  stSpof  ’ 

into  the  market  lor  a  heported  5,500  short  tons  of  unshcllod  and  600  tons^of 

sntiifaer  ^  probably  v/ould  have  taken  more  if  the  prices  had  been  more 

+  ^  British  purchases  were  consummated,  oil  crushers 

e..xning  stocks  .rom  tne  1945  ana  Ccarlier  crops,  as  a  result,  with  the  arrival 
of  new  crop  filberts,  xmarchouses  for  the  first  time  in  some  years  are  empty. 

number  nf  season  just  starting  appears  to  be  faced  with  a 

numoor  of  problems,  xne  present  strong  domestic  demcand  from  oil  crushers  at  s-nnd 
prices  IS  expected  to  continue  mtil  earlv  19e7.  This  denreid,  hovevSrr.in  io 
affected  by  tne  prospects  for  olive  oil  production,  the  large  cron  in  Turkov  is 
of  sor.o  concern  to  exporters  as  strong  conpotitlon  in  foreign  anrklts  is  nntici 
pated  from  that  country.  The  large  United  States  crop,  few  inquiries  fron  United 
States  luportors  ma  fly  dcaago  to  Sicilian  filberts  have  lod  uost  exporter  to^ 

this  m?koL'^  year. 

The  possibility  of  business  x,rith  the  United  Kingdom  hinges  on  generonv 
lower  prices  than  those  prevailing  in  late  .hugust  and.  thoreforr  not  mer  ^ 

irauticlp-ne^^Eur  when,  a  slackening  of  oil-ckshers '  donands 

„  .  "V  ^^^oph.an  countrius  hcovc  not  shown  prevrar  interest  in  -Gilberts 

out  of\\^Srket"°“'  luyo::  ?s  still 


SPaIIT 

The  prelimino.ry  cstim..,te  of  the  Spanish  1946  filbert  crop  is  18  200 
tons,  unshcllod  Dcosis,  compared  with  13,000  tons  in  1945  and  38  000  tons  in  194/l 
This  represents  a  decline  of  23  pe.rc.ent  of  the  5-year  (1940-44)  ox,Lagror23  700 
tons  and  28  percent  of  the  10-ycar  (1935-4^'-)  rver-g^e  of  25  200  tn^r  . 

is-  among  the  lowest  in  the  past  15  years.  ’  estimate 

Tn  1  Q '' c;  ^^exfing  conditions  for  tne  second  consecutixfG  year  wore  unsatisf actorv 

duri.!  ;■  """"  condition  but  the  sev^r^dJoughr 

wel  hL  wU^Tth  -op*  ^Ms  year,  unseasonably  cold  spring 

feather  with  a  short  porioa  of  frost  started  the  g-ovrirg  soes--i  nff  to  o  '  fo  f 

During^blossoning,  excessive  rainfall  caused  a  poor  sS^r^U  aLs!  Ld  thorU 
is  about ""average.^^"  growers  if  the  estimate  vdll  be  reached.  Quality 

^  ^  -Estimates  of  the  actual  carry-c^.^er  from  1945  vary  considerablv  but  when 

^  hS?orL:n  «  13  believed  th,  .t  not  .oro  than  e^ioo  onf 

unshcllod  basis,  renain.  .On  April  1.  it  was  astiuatod  that  sonc  18,000  tons. 


.aishclled  "basis,  renained,  with  c^.-pcrts  practically  at  a  scandstill  except  for  ( 
contracts  pre-'.’-iouslynadc  hut  not  yet  shipped.  3y  august  1,  all  stocks  of  nuts  from 
crops  prior  to  1945  are  understood  to  have  hecn  disposed  of,  for  practical 
purposes,  largely  for  oil  nanufacture. 

Exports  during  the  1945-46  marketing  year  totaled  some  3,800  short  tons, 
shelled  and  unshelled  ermhined.  The  hreakdown  hotwocn  shelled  and  ’onshelled  and 
countries  of  destination  are  not  available.  Prices  in  Barcelona  for  shelled 
filberts  opened  in  October  1945  at  bcti/cen  10.60  and  11.90  pesetas  per  kilo 
(approximately  44  to  49  cents  per  pound),  remaining  at  about  that  level  until 
March  1,  at  which  time  prices  started  upward,  reaching  14,70  pesetas  (approximately 
61  cents  per  pound).  By  May,  because  of  the  Government  order  freezing  all  filbert 
and  almond  stocks  for  use  in  extraction  of  oil,  business  practically  came  to  a 
standstill. 


AS  the  new  season  opened,  confusion  resulting  from  the  freeze  order  and 
high  prices  still  prevailed.  A  few  foreign  inquiries  have  been  received,  mostly 
from  Switzerland,  Sweden,  and  a  fe\^  from,  the  United  States,  but  Spanish  exporters 
have  been  unable  to  close  new  contracts  because  of  prices  and  the  restrictions, 

A  general  feeling  exists  in  the  trade  thn,t  exports  will  be  few,  if  any,  this 
season,  at  least  until  early  1947,  They  point  out  the  near- record  crop  in  Turkey 
where  prices  are  lower,  the  return  of  Italy  to  the  world  market,  and  the  large 
United  States  crop  as  indications  that  Spain,  with  high  lorices  and  Government 
control,  will  bo  in  an  unfavorable  position  this  year, 

TUPZEY 

The  1946  preliminary^  estimate  of  filbert  production  in  Turkey  is  77,000 
short  tons,  unsholled  ba,sis,  compared  with  33,000  tons  in  19o5  and  52,800  tons  in 
1944.  This  year's  estimate  is  the  largest  since  1939  vrhen  a  record  crop  of  82,500 
tons  was  produced.  The  estimate  exceeds  the  5-ycar  (194-0-44)  average  of  48,500 
tons  by  59  percent  and  the  10-year  (1935-44)  average  of  57,000  tons  by  35  percent. 

The  present  crop  of  filberts,  following  one  of  the  poorest  in  recent 
years,  could  be  expected  tc  be  semev/hat  larger  than  in  the  previous  season.  Grow¬ 
ing  conditions  were  the  best  for  several  years.  The  drop  was  less  than  usual  and 
the  v;ocvil,  Balanium  Nukun,  v/as  considerably  less  prevalent  than  during  the  194-5 
season,  Rainfcoll  was,  in  general,  ample  tc  proc-ucc  the  near-record  crop.  Early 
reports  indicate  that  quality  is  good  in  most  areas, 

Tlio  1945-4-6  marketing  sea.son,  to  reviev;  briefly,  was  not  entirely 
satisfactory,  even  though  a  comparatively  small  quantityof  filberts  were  available 
for  disposal.  By  mid-Eobruary-  1946,  some  17,700  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  were 
still  available,  an  unusually  heavy  percentage  of  the  crop  for  that  time  of  the 
year.  By  mid-June,  estimated  rem.aining  stocks  of  unshelled  filberts  totaled  6,900 
tons,  or  21  percent  of  the  1945  production. 

As  new-crop  filberts  started  to  mai-kot  this  season,  carry-over  stocks 
were  estimated  by  some  not  to  exceed  4,000  tons,  most  of  v/hich  were  of  types  not 
usually  exported  to  the  United  States, 

The  export  situation  for  the  1946-47  season  appears  somewhat  more  fa'^'-or- 
able  in  some  respects  than  the  previous  one;  however,  r;ith  more  thrn  tvdee  the 
tonnage  to  dispose  of  and  the  entry  of  Italy  into  world  filbert  markets  for  the 
first  time,  in  several  years,  disposal  v/ill  not  be  without  its  problems.  The  export 
tax  on  products  of  the  soil,  amounting  to  about  10  percent,  was  cancelled  as 
of  January  23,  1946.  The  control  of  filbert-oil  sales,  in  effect  since 


# 
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It  is  ru-Jorod  that  at  1 -as t  t . J  t\  ,  n  if  any,  so  far  closed. 

to  noeotiato  barter  deals  :v,hloh  apparLt^y  tllo  lTyZ  "b 

Grornany,  tho  largest  buyer  of  TurMsb  filb'i-rtQ  ^  success, 

bo  In  a  position  to  bu^thirscion!  to 

called  oponLTprLts^fol’fSborrt^ortfbi 

for  tho  United  States  and  Finland  ^ho  oth'  ”  Prices  are  shown  below 

-  -  -  :eini.jid.  .ho,  other  price  series  wore  for  tho  "storlina 

P.I  r»n  n  cr*  j.  ^  - 


area...  and  Sweden  and  Switzerland  by  clearing  fgJoeil'ts 


JJIIITSD  SMihS  MB  ^INIAITD,  I'.O.B.,  ISMBUL 


Standard  shelled 
Average  ” 
It)SA  unshcllcd 
Natural  " 


per  220  pounds 

II  If  rt 

"  n  I, 


$80.00 

60.00 

34.50 

32.50 


has  been  r^orLfand  in  then 

there  arc  few  indications  of  any  but  a  very  n  s  't  *  +  '  settled.  At  present 

United  States  Inporters  prob-blv  T  T  2  ,  “torest  on  tho  part  of 
both  filberts  and"lnodr1hfiar"e  UalT„“  Production  of 

United  States  nut  sit^tion.  Scnorally  unsettled 

united  STATES:  Inports  of  filberts  sroll  or!  (-f  x  \ 

u  lij-ueriis,  snolicd  (for  cons'jm-otion)  by  snecifior^ 

countries,  1945-46  with  conparisons  specified 


Year  a/ 


Avpragc_ 

1940-1944 

1935-1944 

Annual 

1940- 41 

1941- 42 

1942- 43 

1943- 44 

1944- 45 

1945- 46 


Italy 


Spain 


Turkey 


Other 
countries 


To  teal 


—  :  gllarntens  :  aior^^c  :  short  tons  ='  Sh.reTTa: 


366 

240 


699 

667 


1,074 

1,077 


Conpilod  fron  official  sources. 

t'i  basis,  September-August. 

_/  11  nonths,  Septenber-July. 
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UITITED  STATES:  Inports  of  flllierts,  unshellcd  (for  consuiiiption)  ’ey  specified 

countries,  1945-45  \iiih.  oonparisons 


Year  ^ 

Italy 

Spain 

Turkey 

Othv-'.r 

countries 

Total 

Short  tens 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Average 

1940-1944 

7 

0 

0 

11 

1935-1944 

536 

41 

3 

2 

582 

Annual 

1940-41 

34 

0 

0 

0 

34 

1941-42 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1942-43 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1943-44 

0 

6 

0 

0 

6 

1944-45 

0 

16 

0 

0 

16 

1945-46 

220 

220 

8 

0 

448 

Conpiled  fron.  official  sources, 
a/  Crop  year  "basis,  Septen"ber-August, 
d/  11  nonths,  Septendor-July. 


/=/V 


3ys/-/‘ 


""XXvJII 

wrnm 

mm. 

lillllllllll 

irURE  CIRCULAR 

plliiiiflliiilSillSiiiiiiSi 

Silliiiililliiiiiiiili 

m 


™  •JAi'i  Li  u  October  I4,  1946 

*MEDITE3iRANEAN  BASIN  1946  PRELIMINARY  IfALKIJT  ESTrMAm.IAROER 

^  i  »  i  V  **»|  ^  •  '*^  *  *  ' 

1946  preliminary  estimate  of  commercial  iralnut  production  in  the 
iMding  producing  countries  of  the  Mediterranean  Basin  is  1,285,000  bags  of 
110  pounds,  mshelled  basis,  compared  with  618,000  bags  in  1945  and  935,000  bags 
in  1944*  estimate  is  more  than  twice  as  large  as  the  very  small  I945  cron 

tod  is  the  largest  since  1940.  Ihe  estimate  is  20  percent  larger  than  the 
5-year  (19^-44)  average  of  1,073,400  bags,  but  6  percent  smaller  than  the 
^-y^  average  of  1,367,500  bags.  A  marked  increase  in  production 

is  shown  in  this  estimate  for  the  three  major  producing  countries  of  France 
Italy,  and  Ihrkey,  but  small  decline  for  Rumania  and  Yugoslavia.  ' 


WALNUTS: 


Estimated  production  for  export  in  principal  producing  countries 
of  the  Mediterranean  Basin,  1945  with  comparisons 
-(Bags  of  110  pounds  -  unshelled  basis) 


Year 


Average 

I94D-I944 

1935-1944 

Annual 

1940 

19a 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945  a/ 

1946  a/ 


T  .  '  •  •  •  :Mediter— 

rBulgaria:  France: Hungary:  Italy  :Rxamania:  Turkey:Yugo-  :  ranean 

- - - s - L_ i : :  slavia:  Basin 


92,800:432,600  :  51,000  :*229,000i 
89,300:564,800:  44,800:264,500! 
i  :  t  { 

134,000:750,000:  60,000:190,000; 
85,000:340,000:  70,000:235,000: 
90,000:438,000:  50,000:272,000; 
75,000 ;235,000;  40,000:198,000; 
80,000:400,000:  35,000:250,000: 
40,000:220,000:  20,000:185,000: 
55,000:600,000:  20,000:250,000: 


64,000:154,000: 

161,000:150,000; 


50,000:1,073,400 

93,100:1,367,500 


110,000 

40,000 

80,000 

60,000 

30,000 

25,000 

20,000 


:200,000: 
: 210, 000: 
:160,000; 
:100,000: 
:  100,000: 
:  36,000: 
:250,000: 


80,000 

60,000 

40,000 

30,000 

40,000 

92,000 

90,000 


:  1,524, 000 

:1,04D,000 
:1,130,000 
:  738,000 
:  935,000 
:  618,000 
:1,285,000 


w«r.o  ^  producing  countries  and  in  Bulgaria 

tS  better  than  in  1945  when  they  were  rather  unsatisfactory,  m 

+h!  ®  eastern  Rumania,  drought  has  tended  to  reduce  the  size  of 

the  walnut  crop.  Migration  of  farmers  from  eastern  Rumania  is  reported  to  have 

^IMs  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  schedulid  reports  on  world  agricultural 

the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Committee  on 
comnof^H  n?  r  W  Statistics.  For  this  report,  the  Committee  was 

c.  E.  Whipple,  R.  J. 
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left  some  areas  in  that  colon  try  irith  insufficient  labor  to  harvest  the  vralnuts. 
Elseuinere  in  the  Balkans  a  shortage  of  agricultural  labor  v.'as  also  reported. 
Territorial  changes,  especially  in  Rumania,  and  r/artime  destruction  by  German  and 
other  armies  have  reduced  T/valnut  acreages  to  prewar  levels.  Prewar  production 
estimates  for  Ru:.iania  are  not  strictly  comparable  with  the  present  estimate. 

As  new-crop  walnuts  came  to  market  in  the  entire  mediterranean  Basin 
area,  the  best  available  information  indicated  th^t  no  carry-over  from  the  1945 
and  prior  crops  remained.  llie  1^45-46  loarketong  season  from  the  export  point  of 
view  in  most  countries  was  a  disappointment.  Exports  from  the  leading  producing 
countries.  Francs,  Italy,  and  Turkey,  were  on  a  vary  limited  scale,  i  ith  the  bulk 
of  the  crop  being  consumed  domes  Lically. 

It  is  not  known  whether  exports  were  made  from  Balkan  countries  to 
Russia  or  to  other  eastern  European  destinations j  however,  no  reports  have  been 
received  of  exports  to  \'estern  Europe  or  other  parts  of  tlie  i  orld.  The  over-all 
shortage  of  foods  in  Europe  offered  ready  outlets  for  walnuts  in  all  producing 
countries  or  neighboring  areas.  Exporters  in  the  Balkans,  as  repoi'ted  on  harch 
20,  have  for  the  most  part  not  returned  to  reestablish  their  business,  or  they 
find  thems Dives  unable  to  resume  business  under  existing  circumstances. 


The  export  situation  for  the  1946-47  sjason  shows  but  little  improve¬ 
ment  over  a  year  ago  in  practically  all  countries  excepting  Italy  and  Turkey, 
even  though  this  year's  crop  is  twmee  that  of  last  year.  Recvint  information 
indicates  that  France  intends  to  reserve  all  exportable  surpluses  for  export  to 
other  neighboring  Europ-.;an  countries.  It  is  possible  that.tliis  is  being  done  in 
an  attempt  to  pr.^vent  competition  from  otxmr  sources  from  talcing  over  the  few 
rmiaining  outlets  for  exportable  walnuts.  Tlie  French  walnut  industry  has  still 
not  returned  to  its  prewar  state  of  organization,  and  larger  than  riormal  quanti¬ 
ties  aro  b^ing  Cinsumed  domestically. 


H'-w  Italian  w^aLnut  export  industry,  located  primarily  in  Maples,  is 
back  to  prewar  levels  of  org  nization  and  is  ready  for  foreign  business.  During 
the  past  season,  sem^  export  business  was  handled  by  thes^  firms.  Production  in 
the  NapleS-Sorr neto  area  this  season  is  expected  to  total  some  250,000  bags  of 
Sorrento  typos,  plus  th-  usual  "mountain  types."  Exporters  ar^  expecting  to 
r-.ceive  inquiries  from  abroad  for  both  sh'.,lled  and  unsh.lled  i  alnuts,  but  no 
estimate  as  to  th^  probable  quantity  that  will  b^  shelled  this  season  is  avail¬ 
able  at  this  time,  i.s  near  as  could  be  loarnod,  no  Italian' walnuts  i.'ere  useef  for 
oil  manufacture  during  the  1945-46  season. 

E:-:ports  during  the  1946—47  marketing  season  from  Bulgaria,  Hungary, 
Rumania,  and  Yugoslavia  to  w'ostern  European  nations  appear  rather  unlikely.  It 
is  now  anticipated  tliat  any  exports  made  from  these  countries  will  be  to  eastern 
European  countries  and  Russia.  The  political  and  economic  conditions  in  this 
area  are  still  rathjr  unsettled  and  internal  transportation  continues  generally 
to  b^  difficult. 


Grow’ers  still  have  little  confidence  in  local  currencies,  largely 
because  of  the  shortage  of  consumers  goods  and  inflation.  Furthermore,  military 
activity  in  many  parts  of  the  area  has  contributed  to  a  general  urmasincss,  act¬ 
ing  as  a  hindrance  to  resumption  of  normal  trading  activities.  Germany  and  other 
central  Europjan  countries  w'cre  the  normal  prewear  outlets  for  w'alnuts  from  the 
Danube  area,  but  these  outlets,  for  all  practical  purposes,  are  still  closed. 
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ap-p^ars  export  bus  in  j^s  during  thj  currant  marketing  ssaa 

thi'^^tim-^  a  largGr-than-ncrinal  crop  is  being  harvested. 

:;.dit  elsev^here  in  the 

5  cirj  in  a  ojtter  competitive  position  for  any 


’.son 

At 


international  trade  that  may  develop.  Dci’ing  th 
uer..;  made  to  the  United  States,  S;^-ria,  I'alestine 


season  just  c! 


1946-47  exports  ar. 


nap  ;c  t  ed 


S^'O  go  to  th: 


-osed,  exports 
,  Denmark,  and  Gvitzerland.  The 


sa  me  c  oun  ur i  es . 


a  neutral  during  the  var,  came  tlirough  n'ith  its  industr-^  still 

'tto?  1,"  =ons.d.r4  a=  highly  44140^-' 

r  ^  7  pr^^var  years,  tiie  largest  markets  for  Turkish  walnuts 

oxpoit;74444:r  f  .hlch  ar.  aov,  closed  as  fa?  af 

p  rto  .,io  conco.n.d.  ^  xev;  inquiries  are  reported  to  have  been  received  from 

the  volume  involved  v;as  small. 


United  States  importers*  hcv.ever. 


The  Cni2|sc  TOlnut  aoal  is  liitl,  changed  froai  that  raportod  in  -arch 
K  ‘  ^  groi  mg  and  shipping  areas  arc  practically  cut  off  from  any  export 
outlets  by  transportation  and  political  difficulties,  it  is  reperSd  ?Zt447 

cohhf"'  “i,'  'time  to  time  from  abro-ad,  but  little  if  anything  e4r 

comes  from  thorn.  A  portion  of  the  pronar  export  trado  v/as  in  the  handrS 

e,rmans  or  yalians  i;ho  have  long  since  been  put  out  of  business  v-hiln  oth'>r 
nationals  ol  other  countries  are  ,  ot  yot  reesbelished.  ’  him.otner 


Unconfirmed  reports  in.dicetj  the 


b  sem:  areas  su.ff ’red  heavy  treo  lossos 
e  currenc-r  are  high  because  of  infla- 


durhng  the  var .  Fricks  in  terms  of  Chinos 

hpiF,'!  raark_t  op.eraticns.  The  final  quotations  on  pcsslbl-. 

ih"?  lor  fo  .iwif ’  “rid  Lvels  and, 
un.r.xor.,  ^fjctively  prevmit  exportation.  ’ 


T'^alnuts.  (.pantitativo 


or  on 


:mj  reasons.  The 


Little  data  have  be.’jn  r.,cjivfd  on 
estimates  as  in  China,  are  i. ’.possible  to  obtajTn,  for  much  th,. 
oxport  situaiicn^  au  this  time  app..,-ars  to  bo  uncertain  vith  no  prosp. -c ts"f o^ ' 
i-Vrovem..nt  in  tho  near  futur...  A  slight  int.irjst  by  Fritish  buyers  has  b  ’on 

4.oZx4Tr™4-o'7‘’Z’f hrh  E— iiy  is  belou  44?  ??T?i4ts 

rcee.n  oOuntixe.o  Cl  ehrna,  vnich  makes  jxport  sales  difficult. 
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WIITED  SViTES:  Exports  of  Y'alnuts 


(In  short  tons) 


Crop  Year  ; 
October  -  s 
September 

Europe 

« 

c 

Canada  : 

All 

Other 

Colon  tries 

Total 

1941-42  : 

25 

SHELLED 

4  t 

52 

81 

1942-43  s 

3 

a/  t 

33 

36 

1943-44  : 

0 

2  : 

11 

13 

1944-45  t 

0 

2  ; 

33 

35 

1945-46  b/  : 

S/ 

87  : 

24 

111 

1941-42  '  t 

0 

UN SHELLED 

a/  : 

1,208 

1,208 

1942-43  : 

0 

a,/  : 

162 

182 

1943-44  : 

37 

1,024  : 

155 

1,216 

1944-45 

0 

1,343  : 

313 

1,656 

1945-46  V 

165 

2,221  : 

794 

3,180 

Compiled  fro;:\  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census 
^  Less  than  one-half  ton 

^  Nine  months,  ■  October  1945  through  June  1946 


UNITED  STA.TES:  Imports  for  Consumption  of  l.alnuts 


(In  short  tons) 


Crop  Year  : 

Oc  tob  er  -  : 

September  : 

China 

France 

All 

Other 

Countries 

Total 

SHELLED 

Average  r 

1936-37/1940-41 : 

1,748 

241 

290 

2,279 

Annual 

- 

1941-42  : 

938 

1 

7 

946 

1942-43  t 

62 

0 

0 

62 

1943-44  : 

s/ 

0 

6 

6 

1944-45  : 

0 

0 

6 

6 

1945-46  ^  : 

0 

C 

194 

194 

UNSHELLED 


Average 

1'^  36-37/1940-41 

Annual 

0 

6 

44 

1941-42 

0 

0 

0 

1942-43 

0 

0 

0 

1943-44 

0 

0 

0 

1944-45 

0 

0 

0 

1945-46  V 

0 

0 

24 

50 

0 

0 

0 

§/ 

24 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census 
^  Less  than  one- ha  11'  ton 

^  Ten  months,  October  1945  tlirough  July  1946 
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-  ^  BRAZIL  NOT  FORECAST' NEAR  PREWAR 
By  V.  R.  Schreiner,  Agricultural  Bconoiaist 


The  1947  preliminary  forecast  of  Brazil  nut  production  in  Brazil  is  38  500 
short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  with  27,500  tons  (revised)  in  1945  and 
6,800  tons  in  1944.  The  estimate  is  133  percent  above  the  6-year  (1940-44) 
average  of  16,500  tons  and  38  percent  above  the  10-year  (1935-44)  average  of 
27,900  tons.  Production  forecasts  for  Bolivia  are  not  yet  available.  There  is 
an  unconfirmed  rexwrt  that  the  United  Kingdom  is  contracting  for  1,100  short 
tons,  unshelled,  end  a  probable  production  of  from  1,600  to  2,200  tons  has  been 
mentioned.  Bolivian  production  in  1946  and  1944  was  insignificant 


BRAZIL  NUTS:  Estimated  commercial  production  in 
specified  countries,  1947  with  ccmparlsons 
(Bounded  to  nearest  100  short  tone) 


Tear 


Brazil 


Bolivia 


Total 


Averages 

1936-1944 
- 1940-1944, 
Annual 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947  £/ 


Short 

tone 

27.900 

16.500 

47.900 
40,100 

25.900 
41,600 
40,800 
44,200 
17,000 

14.500 
3,600 
3,300 
6,800 

*27,600 

38.500 


a/ 


Short 

tons 

3,100 

•2,600 

2.700 
2,900 
3,100 
5,300 
4,600 
3,400 

7.700 

1.700 
0 
0 

100 

0 


Cos^iled  from  trade 

•Revised. 

a/  Not  available. 


and  official  sources. 


Short 

tons 

31,000 

19,100 

60,600 
43,000 
29,000 
46,800 
45,400 
47,600 
24,700 
16,200 
3,600 
3,300 
•  6,900 
•27,500 
b/  38,500 


^  Excluding  Bolivia.  c/  Preliminary. 


r 


Early  reports  reaching  export  centers  in  Brazil  indicates  a  very  good 
yield  is  e2q)ected.  Estimates  now  indicate  that  the  State  of  Amazonas  may 
produce  about  47  percent,  the  State  of  Para  44  percent,  and  Acre  territory 
9  percent  of  the  total  this  season.  Increased  production  is  attributed 
mostly  to  better  organization  for  collection  than  last  year  when  the  wartime  ■ 
dislocations  had  not  yet  been  solved,  Furthermore,  exporters  feel  that 
demand  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  will  increase  and  that  some  former 
European  markets  will  open  at  least  to  a  limited  extent.  Some  exporters 
with  this  in  mind  are  urging  traders  in  the  interior  to  push  collections 
although  others  have  taken  a  more  conservative  attitude. 

Exports  through  the  port  of  Belem  from  January  31  to  November  30,  1946, 
totaled  7,191  short  tons  of  unshelled  and  3,155  tons  of  shelled,  Tata  for 
other  Brazilian  ports  are  not  available.  Ihe  United  States  was  the  princi¬ 
pal  destination  for  the  bulk  of  this  tonnage.  Small  quantities  were  sent 
to  South  Brazil,  Canada,  and  Sweden.  According  to  available  information 
no  old  crop  nuts  remained  unsold  in  the  area  on  December  1  and  only  6,000 
cases  of  shelled  nuts  awaited  shipment  to  the  United  States.  The  market 
remained  active  to  the  end  of  October  by  which  time  the  crop  had  largely 
been  sold  and  the  stocks  on  hand  were  beginning  to  show  the  usual  season- 
end  lowering  of  quality. 

The  1947  marketing  season  which  has  just  recently  opened  seems  destined 
to  become  a  very  active  one  and  in  some  respects  reminiscent  of  prewar.  It 
is  reported  that  some  American  buyers  have  already  entered  the  market  at 
12  to  14  cents  per  pound,  unshelled  nuts,  and  46  to  50  cents,  shelled. 

These  prices  are  somewhat  lower  than  the  closing  1946  level  when  unshelled 
f.o.b,  Belem/Manoas,  brought  22  to  28  cents  and  shelled  nuts  56  to  62  cents. 

A  number  of  American  broker’s  representatives,  and  importers  have  been  in 
Brazil  surveying  the  market  in  recent  weeks.  Certain  exporters  believe 
that,  after  the  first  rush  of  buying,  prices  are  likely  to  weaken.  Exporters 
are  hoping  to  do  business  also  with  Canada,  United  Kingdom,  Australia, 
Argentina,  New  Zealand,  South  Africa,  Sweden,  and  Norway.  If  present  in¬ 
formation  proves  correct,  the  supply  of  Brazil  nuts  in  the  United  States 
during  the  1947-48  season  will  be  about  equal  to  an  average  prewar  year. 
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SMes:  of  sra.il  nuts, 

1946-47  with  comparisons 


Year  aj 


Average 

1 9 35- 36 / 1 944—4 
1940-41/1944-4 

Annual 
1955-36 

1936- 37 

1937- 38 
1938^39 

1939- 40 

1940- 41 

1941- 42 

1942- 43 

1943- 44 

1944- 45 

1945- 46 

1946- 47  ^ 


Brazil 


Sho  rt  ; 

tons 

3,680; 

3,013: 

• 

• 

5,066: 

4,358: 

3,130: 

4,291: 

4,886: 

7,871; 

5,016; 

2,180: 

0: 

0; 

3,054; 

2,193: 


Shelled 
Other 

Countries;  ^otal  ^  2razi! 


Short 

tons 


Short 

tons 


Short 

tons 


88; 

109: 


129: 

176: 

18: 

217: 

316: 

11; 

0: 

0: 

1: 


3,768;  7,51 

3,122;  5,33 


official  records  of  the 
Crop  years,  July-June. 

^  Bess  than  one-half  ton 
cy  Five  months,  July-Hovember  1946 


5,072: 

4,365; 

3,259; 

4,467; 

4,904; 

8,088: 

5,332: 

2,191: 

0: 

0; 

3,055; 

2,197; 


11,11 

9,35 

6,34 

10,277 

11,424 

13,327 

■8,812 

4,525 

0 

2,142 

10,472 


"Dhshelled 


Other  : 

countries;  ^otal 
Short  :  short 
-IqBs.  :  tons 


Bureau  of  Census 


112; 

7: 


7,630 

5,340 


575:  11,691 

492:  9,843 

C:  6,348 

15:  10,292 

C:  11,424 

C:  13,327 

C:  8,812 

35:  4,560 

0:  0 

0: 

C:  2,142 

0:  10,472 


filberts  in  both  districts^whi^h  slack^^  Naples.  The  demand  for 

became  available,  probably  new-crop  olive  oil  "" 

Oil  s.ppuea  beco.e~^L2=^^ 

basls?“.eL^L“fi„^5  “  iSpi:s“xt:iLf  °° 

Sicily.  These  estimaterreLeslS  .T  7>000  tons  in 

tion  estimate.  It  is  generally  felt  th  Percent  of  the  present  produc- 

v/ill  be  sold  to  oil  crushers  and  in  th-  rlnm  present  stocks 

nuts  are  available,  *  t-  mestic  markets  before  new-crop 

Spain 

supplies  have  nnvl?  f  2  yoars. 

during  the  two  previous  years  th  °  acute  shortage  of  edible  oils 

filberts  to  *1  =rshers  ah  "  regulation  diverting 

however,  when  a  neartrto'rd  oitpS^ollM^e^ll^^^f'®"  ’ 

meantime  foreign  buyers  had  shifted  their  purchases  to  otKr^^^’  t^ 
inflation  in  Spain  had  forced  nrices  to  h.-^K  i  .  .  countries.  The 

and  especially  in  Turkey  Anothp-r  •  +  S  ®r  evels  than  prevailed  in  Italy 

..  ,.L“s-..“r:.s““;  ;r.“ .:v::  « 

sold  in  Canada,  England,  Denmark,  and  the  United  Statef  inrtr  T 
period  only  about  200  tons  of  shhled  nuts  «rf e^^rte"  tf v  rfo  f  d:::?na 
tions.  Demnd  from  abroad  has  come  to  a  virtual  standstill  'i®=’^rna- 

feel  that  not  more  than  300  tons  my  be  exported  tie  iho  o  = 

^lic;.  tas  Shown  no  inclination  to  purti  erth“r 

According  to' recent  reports,  stocks  remaining  from  the  IClli  harvert 
were  estimated  at  16,000  short  tons,  unshelled  baflsll  Febilrylsl  lhe 

f1  sheiufllhe  Prsotloally  at  a  standstill.  Prices  quoted 

uStef  staterrlT  “  «  pesetas  for  a  kilo  (about  62 

United  States  cents  per  pound).  Practically  no  sales  were  reported,  however. 

hnt  +h2  early  to  forecast  the  probable  size  of  the  I947  crop 

but  the  trade  indicates  that  it  may  be  about  25  to  30  percent  learthan  in 

Tradr^ir""^  unshelled  basis. 

1947  is  sunnospfl^t^  h  ^’^^®casts  on  the  weather  to  date  and  the  fact  that 
1947  IS  supposed  to  be  an  off-year  in  the  production  cycle. 


Turkey 


The  1946  Turkish  filbert  crop  is  now  estimated  at  82  ,  500  short  tons, 
unshelled  basis,  or  somewhat  larger  than  expected  earlier  in' the  season. 

The  crop  was  the  largest  since  1939  when  the  same  tonnage  was  recorded. 

The  1939  £iid  194c  crops  are  the  largest  on  record.  Though  it  is  much  too 
early  to  forecast  the  1947  crop,  preliminary  information  indicates  that 
the  crop  will  be  much  smaller  than  last  year's. 

The  export  market,  from  a  volume  point  of  view,  has  been  generally 
satisfactory  to  date,  as  only  about  60  percent  of  the  crop,  or  49,500  short 
tons,  unshelled  basis,  had  been  disposed  of  in  export  channels  by  February  1, 
1947 •  While  data  are  not  available  on  actual  tonnage,  the  principal  pur¬ 
chasers,  in  order  of  their  importance,  were:  Switzerland,  United  States,' 
United  Kingdom,  Sweden ^Near  East  countries,  France,  and  Norway,.  Early  .in 
the  season  it  was  reported  that  the  United  Kingdom  was  in  the  market  for 
5,500  to  11,000  short  tons  and  perhaps . more ,  depending  upon  price  and  other 
factors. 

Trices  were  not  as  satisfactory  as  v/as  the  volume  moved.  Last  August 
12,  export  prices  were  fixed  by  the  Union  of  Filbert  Exporters  (see  filbert 
report  of  September  30 ,  1946)  at  what  was  considered  a  satisfactory  level. 

On  September  .7,  1946,  the  Turkish  lira  \ms  devaluated_  and  within  2  weeks 
the  domestic  price  had  doubled.  Because  of  the  devaluation,  however,  there 
was  little  change  in  terms  of  foreign  currency.  At  about  that  time  foreign 
takings  became,  very  active  as  Turkish  prices  were  the  lowest  in  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  Basin,  The  increased  movement  Resulted  in  a  still  further,  increase 
in  prices,  ,  .  ,  ,  ' 

%  4  ■  f  ' 

By  December,  prices  had  reached  near-record  high  levels  in  terms  of 
local  currency.  Thereafter  foreign  deirand  weakened  and  prices  gradually 
declined.  At  present  export  prices,  f.o.b,,  Istanbul,  are  about  $77  for 
"regular  quality  run"  and  $80  for  "standard"  quality  per  220  pounds.  The 
almost  unprecedented  export  demand  and  speculative  activities  created  near¬ 
record  prices  in  Turkish  lira,  but  in  terms  of  foreign  currency  record-h'igh 
prices  were  not  reached.  The  devaluation  of  the  lira  mde  Turkish  filberts 
an  attractive  Uuy  for  foreign,  importers,  compared  with  Italian  and  Spanish 
nut  s,  ,  .  ,  ' 

At  m'idseason,  February  I5,  it' vjas  reported  that  the  entire  1945  crop 
had  been  disposed  ’of  early  this  season  on  a  barter  basis,  with  the  last  lots 
moving  to  Czechoslovakia  and  Belgium.  The  remaining  stocks'  Of  the  1946  crop 
on  that  date  were  estimated  at  25,000  tons,  unslielled  basis.  An  unknown 
percentage  of  these  are  not  of  grade  and  quality  generally  saleable  in  export 
markets.  The  trade  in  Istanbul  believes  that  most  of  the  stocks  now  oii  hand 
will  be  sold  before  new-crop  nuts  arrive  this  fall.  Trade  agreements  with 
France  and  Czechoslovakia  include  quotas  of  filberts  to  be  shipped  to  these 
countries. 
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UNITE!  state; 


Year  a/ 


SHELLED 
Average  - 

1941-1945 

1936-1945 

Annual- - 

1941- 42 

1942- 43 

1943- 44 

1944- 45 

1945- 46 

1946- 47  V 


Italy 

Short 

tons 


Spa  in 

Short 

tons 


Turkey 

Short 

tons 


Other 

countrie 

Short 

tons 


Total 

Short 

tons 


36 

133 

0 

0 

0 

0 

17s 

128 


351 

220 

0 

0 

559 

1,191 

6 

1 


1,458 

1,029 

27 

27 

17 

2,989 

4,231 

3,683 


36  :  1,881 

47  :  1,429 


0 

0 

0 

0 

180 

5 


27 

27 

576 

4,180 

4,595 

3,817 


UNSHELIED 

Average  - 

1941-1945 

1936-1945 

Annual  - 


72 

439 


48 

26 


122 

467 


1941- 42 

1942- 43 

1943- 44 

1944- 45 

1945- 46 

1946- 47  b/ 


0  :  0 

0  :  0 

0  :  8 

0  :  16 

361  ;  220 

1,593'  ;  69 


0 

0 

o 

0 

8 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

6 

16  , 
589 
1,662 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau' of  Census.'- 
a/  Crop-year  basis,  September-August. 

V  Eive  months,  September-January . 
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tolTiIRBANEM  BASIN  1946-47 ’MIDSEASON  ALMOND  REPORT 


^  The  1946  preliminarj'  estimate  of  shelled-almond  production  in  the  six  lead- 
commercial-producing  countries  is  71.400  short  tons,  compared  with 
89.700  tons  in  1945  and  52,200  tons  in  1944.  This  exceeds  the  5-year  (1940-44) 
average  of  59.000  tons  by  21  percent,  the  10-year  (1935-44)  average  of  57  000 
tons  by  25  percent,  and  is  the  third  largest  since  1929.  The  present  estimates 
^ow  a  small  decline  from  those  made  in  September  for  Prance  and  French  Morocco 
but  a  slight  increase  for  Portugal. 

i 

I  • 

It  is  too  early. to -make  quantitative -forecasts  for  the  1947  crop  at  this 
time,  but  .weather  conditions  up  to  early  Mai'ch  indicated  that. average-to-good 
crops  are  to'  be  exi^ected  in  Italy  and  Spain,  the  two  majoxvproduci^  countries 
Port^al.  according  to  preliminary’-  data,  may  have 'only  about  one-third  of  last* 
year  s  output  because  of  adverse  weather.  No  material  change  in  output  is  totl- 
cipated  for  Prance  and  French  Morocco  this  year.  Midseason  data  from  Iran  have 
not  yet  been  received. 


ALMONDS,  -SHELLED:  Estimated  commercial  production  in  specified  countries 

1946  With  comparisons  * 

— - -  - (Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 

Country 

Avera^re  : 

1945  :  1946  a/ 

• 

1940-1944 

1935-1944  1 

France  . . 

French  Mo  rocco  ..... 
Iran . 

Short 

tons 

800 

1,400 

6,200 

23,800 

1,600 

25.200 

Short  :  Short 

tons  :  tons 

• 

• 

700  :  1,000 

2,100  :  600 

^  :  5,300 

37,800  :  22,700 

3,300  :  ,  1,700 

24.100  :  20.900 

Short  :  Short 

tons  :  tons 

• 

« 

600  :c/  600 

3,300  :c/  2,700 

6,600  ;  7,700 

50,600  :  33,000 

3,300  :c/  3,300 

26.400  i  24.200 

Italy  . . . 

Portugal  . 

Spain  . . 

Foreign  total  ....  : 

59.000 

d/  57.000  :  52.200 

89.700  :  71.400 

united'  Sfates 

(unshelled)  e/  ... 

15,000 

•- 

• 

14,700  :  21,000 

_ -  r- _ -  _ *  _ 

:  ' 

23,800  :  -35,100 

• 

-  -  -  •  . 

Sg£^.ailaue  c/  c“iT;rufa 

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural  uros- 
pecte  aroroved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Belatlons  O^lttee  on  Foreign 
Owp  and  Llvestoc*  statistics.  For  this  report,  the  Committee  was  composed  of  J  X 
Seeker,  Chairman,  W.  H.  Sohrelber,  C.M.  Purwes,  l.B,  Bacon,  and  A.  l!^ou2; 


The  1946-47  export  season  to  date  has  "been  rather  disappointing  in  all 
the  principal-producing  countries.  Though  Italy's  exports  were  larger  than 
those  of  all  other  countries  comhined,  on  the  "basis  of  data  available  thus 
far,  they  were  far  "below  a  normal  prewar  year.  The  shortage  of  edi"ble  oil 
in  Italy  and  Spain  resulted  in  large  quantities  of  almonds  and  fil"berts 
being  diverted  to  oil  crushers  at  prices  much  higher  than  foreign  buyers 
would  pay.  In  Spain  this  situation  prevailed  until  mid-November  at  which 
time  a  large  olive-oil  production  was  assured  and  use  of  nuts  for  oil  became 
illegal.  Prices,  however,  which  were  fantastically  high  for  almonds,  have 
continued  so  to  date. 

Exports  were  also  an  a  limited  scale  in  the  minor-producing  countries. 
Only  Portugal  was  able  to  export  to  strictly  foreign  markets,  but  the  tonnage 
was  limited,  French  Morocco  exported  some  nuts  to  Prance  and  Algeria.  Data 
on  exports  from  Iran  are  not  available.  Since  no  Iranian  nuts  have  been  re¬ 
ported  in  western  Europe,  any  exports  that  were  made  most  likely  went  to  the 
Near  East  and  the  Soviet  Union. 

On  February  1  the  estimate  of  stocks  on  hand  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin 
totaled  about  20,600  tons,  shelled  basis,  or  29  percent  of  total  production. 
The  estimate  for  Italy  was  12,100  tons,  of  which  8,800  tons  were  in  the  Bari 
district  and  the  remainder  in  Sicily.  It  was  estimated  7,700  tons  were  still 
on  hand  in  Spain,  600  tons  in  Portugal,  and  200  tons  in  French  Morocco.  In 
all  countries  most  of  the  1946  crop  still  on  hand  was  held  by  growers,  mostly 
because  of  the  lack  of  confidence  in  local  currency.  It  is  anticipated  that 
by  the  time  new-crop  nuts  come  into  market,  stocks  will  be  somewhat  reduced 
in  Italy,  exhausted  in  the  minor-producing  countries,  but  only  slightly 
smaller  in  Spain,  Italy,  v/hich  appears  to  be  in  the  best  export  position 
at  present  owing  to  lower  prices  than  those  in  Spain,  will  probably  capture 
most  of  the  remaining  international  trade  for  the  rest  of  the  season. 

Though  it  is  much  too  early  to  forecast  trade  prospects  for  1947-48, 
there  are  some  indications  available  at  present  that  may  or  may  not  still 
apply  this  fall.  Since  Portugal  is  expecting  a  poor  crop  very  few  almonds 
are  likely  to  be  available  for  expert,  Spain,  because  of  its  near-record 
olive  crop  in  1946-47,  can  expect  a  small  crop  this  season,  in  which  case 
almonds  and  filberts  will  probably  be  used  again  for  oil.  A  continuation  of 
high  prices  and  inflation  in  Spain,  moreover,  would  tend  to  keep  foreign 
buyers  from  its  markets.  A  subsidy  on  exports  by  the  Spanish  Government  may 
change  this  situation  but  to  date  the  Government  has  shown  no  inclination  to 
grant  a  subsidy. 

In  Italy,  two  poor  olive  crops  in  succession  should  produce  a  g®od  crop, 
barring  unforeseen  bad  weather,  which  would  reduce  the  demand  for  nuts  by 
oil  crushers.  This  would  make  available  largo  quantities  of  almonds  for  ex¬ 
port.  If  the  domestic  demand  slackens  owing  to  an  abundant  olive  crop, 
price*  can  be  expected  to  drop,  leaving  most  of  the  international  trade  to 
Italy,  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  situation  described  above  can  be 
completely  changed  by  weather,  economic,  and  political  conditions  before  the 
194^-48  marketing  season  starts  this  fall. 


France 


Recent  data  indicate  that  shelled  almcnd- production  during  1946  in  France 
totaled^  500  short  tons  all  of  which  was  .consumed  within  the  country.  The 
French  almond  industry,  centered  around  Aix  en  Provence,  has  heen  slowly  de¬ 
clining  fo-r  many  years.  During  the  war  and  in  the  pact- 2  years  the  industry 
has  practically  ceased  to,  exist  as  ah.  organized  part  of '  French  agriculture. 
Various  restrictions  imposed  oh  regular  traders  during  the  period,  has  for 
the  time  "being  at  least  made  it  almost  impossible  fon  them  to  carry  on.- 

A  recent  survey  indicates  that  most  old-time  firms  have  either  gone  out 
business  entirely  or  have  temporarily- discontinued  handling  almonds.  The 
growers  now  sell  the  nuts  directly  to  consumers  or  to  retailers.  There  is 
also  a  tendency,  to  hold  their  crops  as  a  hedge  against  inflation,  -  Prices 
prevailing- for  the  few  nuts  offered  for  sale  are  extremely  high, 

It  is  doubtful  v/hether  France  will  ever  regain  her  prewar  trade  in  this 
commodity,  Al-monds-in  prewar  years  were-  imported  from  Morocco,  ItoJLy,  and 
elsewher-e,  and  then  packaged  and  ejq/cr-ted*  .  France  also  consumed  a  fairly 
large  tonnage  mostly  imported,  -  The -present  upset  political  and  economic 
Conditions  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin  and  Europe  appear  to  make  the  prewar 
trade  France  enjoyed  very  difficult  if' not  impossible, 

French  Moroc.go'  -  .  .  -  -  .  - .  j 

French  Moroccnn  pro.duction  of  shelled  almonds,,  is  usually  more  or  less 
insignificant  in  international  trade  of  this  commodity.  The  bulk  of  produc¬ 
tion  is  usually  Cold  i-n  France.,  and  nearby  French  areas.  -  This  season- has  been 
no  exception  as  an  estimated  825  short  tons  were  disposed  of  in  that  way, 

.Prices  of  shelled  nuts  have  been  abnormally  high  all  season,  and  conse- 
q^uently  export  to  the  United  States  has  been  impossible.  There  appears  to 
be  little  likelihood  of  a  change  in  this  situation  during  the  remainder  of 
this  year,  . 

,  On  February  1  it  was  estimated  that-  total-  stocks  in,  the  country  amounted 
to  about  ,1 jOOO  short , tons  of  which  about  200  tons  were  in  the  hands  of  mer- 
chantc  apd  the  balance  held  by  growers.  It  is  doubtful  if  mere  than  200  tons 
could. be  classed  as  available  for  possible  export. 

Recent  surveys  reveal; that  there  are  about  7,000,000  trees  in  the 
Portectorate  of  which  92  percent  are  in  the  Marrakech  and  Agadir  regions. 
Nativesj  who  are  estimated  to  own  about  94  percent  of  the  total,  are  planting 
more  young  trees  than  are  Burc>pean  settlers.  A  great  many  varieties  exist 
which  is  to  be  expected  from  the  distribution  of  the  ownership.  Some  govern¬ 
ment'  encouragement  is  -being  given  to  standardization  of  varieties  and  to  en¬ 
couragement  of  late  blossoming  varieties.  It  will  be  several  years  before 
any  results  are  noticeable  commercially. 
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Italy 

The  rtallan  markating  season  to  date  has  in  general  heen  oo-mewhat  less 
favorable* from  an  expert  point  of  view  than  that  of  the  previous  crop.  The 
continued  shortage  of  edible  oils  has  perpet’jated  the  demand  by  oil  crushers 
for  almonds  and  filberts.  The  oil  crushers  continued  interest,  early  in  the* 
season,  forced  the  prices’  to  comparatively  high  levels  and  consequently  Te- 
duced  expert  possibilities  because  of  lower-priced  nuts  elsewhere.  In  '  . 
addition  growers  lacking  confidence  in  the  lire  preferred  to  hold  almonds 
instead  of  currency. 

At  midseason,  exports  from  the  Bari  district  are  estimated  to  have 
totaled  only  1,700  short  tons  or  less  than  10  percent  of  the  production. 

It  is  rep'orted  that  the  British  Ministry  of  Food  is  interested  in  a  large 
tonnage  but  i)rices  offered  to  date  have  been  prohibitive.  Some  nuts  were 
sold  to  Czechoslovakia  and  other  European  countries. 

The  quantity  sold  to  crushers  is' not, yet  known;  however,  with  olive 
oil  becoming  available  in  late  December,  and  the  possibility  of  imported 
edible  oils,  crushers  were  inclined  to  hold  bapk^ 

On  February  1  it  Is  estimated  that  some  8,800  short  tons  of  shelled  nuts 
were  still  on  hand  in  this  area  mostly  in  the  hands  of  growers.  If  this 
estimate  is  correct  it  would  indicate  that  crushers  and  other  domestic  out¬ 
lets  had  consumed  about  11,500  tons.  About  the  first  of  February  export 
prices  in  Bari  were  betvreen  $122  to  $125  per  220  pounds  f.o.b,,  Bari. 

In  Sicily  the . situation  was  similar  to  that  of  Bari  and  at  midseason 
(February  l)  it  was  estimated  that  some  3,300  short  tons  of  shelled  nuts 
remained  from  the  1946  production,  largely  held  by  growers.  There  were 
estimates  of  stocks  on  hand  at  that  time  which  were  both  higher  and  lower, 
however,  3,300  tons  appears  to  be  the  most  consistent  and  reliable  estimate. 

Experts  have  been  on  a  limited  scale  with  a  few  small  parcels  going  to 
Latin  America  and  come  to  the  United  States.  A  deal  was  made  with  India 
whereby  some  oil  seeds  vrere  exchanged  for  almonds.  The  prices  of  Sicilian 
shelled  almonds  were  in  general  slightly  lov^er  than  those  oh  the  mainland. 
Prices  were  still  too  high  to  attrac-t  the  British  Ministry  of  Food  though 
a  representative  made  several  efforts  to-  purchase  large  quantities<  Ex¬ 
porters  were  still  somewhat  reluctant  to  make  deals  because  of  the  alleged 
loss  on  the  1945-46  transaction.  It  has  been  reported  that  in  the  past  few 
weeks  a  few  sales  were  made  to  United  States-  importers,  but  because  of  the 
lateness  of  the  season  it  is  doubtful  if  much  will  move  before  new-crop  nuts 
become  available. 

It  is  too  early  to  forecast  the  1947  crop  in  Italy.  On  the  basis  of 
weather,  however,  blossoming  has  been  delayed  and  it  is  possible  that  a 
better  than  average  output  may  be  expected. 
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Po  rtugal  ,  '  .  •  .  .  .  ,  ... 

ss r  s;^:  .'sss  '•  “■• 

Beleiar’'anr'5r,J?°''i?  iata-are  not  available  but  It  was  reported  that  Irltlsh 
fSfnS’  buyers  appeared  m  the  market  last  fall  to  puivhaoe  ’ 

almonds.  lelglum  aloe  purchased  1945  crop  nuts-  lute  last  a 

llTchlt  accounted,  for  a  sizable  portion  of  th^  outpu“ 

l-p  1  o-nr- -p  -j-v.  1  ^  that  most  ci-  the  present  stock  Mil 

IV^alUtlf.  new-=rop"ut: 

mUe  it  is  still’  too  early  to- make  a.  reliable  forecast  of  tho  IQa.'j 

ISdr^utput  w^l  -Srar%““  ^epo^t.that  because  of  adverse  weather  the 
xy'tr  output  wou-lo.  .ne  about  one— third  of  that  fo-r  l  Q4a  r -n  'i  inn  u  j.  s. 

~  SiSSi?’  •=*■ 

Spain 

has  b!^n  Tve^'^oroS^  *ae1nfiL"®"“  "c  """  concerned 

in.  Spciin  forcGd.  TDripAQ  +Vif:i 

hipest  levels  In  history.  In  addition  the  acute  shortage  of  edible  oilt 
thesfhJk'"^  *°  1945.  caused  a  heavy.  dive^slHo  oil  cm  her  It  ^ 

mm  i‘  "as  anticipated  that  a  large  ■eimo  11 

ment  makine'^it  maldll*  ““'1‘ ^  consequence  the  provisions  of  the  Ccvem- 
Hovembl^  Lit  rescinded  on 

Exports  to  the  first  of  Eebruai^'  were  very  small.  A  few  ton-  of 
i-rices  quoted  for  export  to  the  United  States  on  March  1  were  as  follows: 

U«  S.  Pcllars 
Per  220  pounds  net 

^  cost  and  freight, 

New  York _ _ 

Marconas . .  t  7p  f  i  pc 

Blanched  Marconas . 188  to  192 

7,700^mt'toL^^1"1®I  ^‘■9“  ''S'-e  around 

al  ;  tV  ;  ^  ^  ’  -helled  basis,  mostly  in  the  hands  of  growers.  In  S-^ain 

in  Italy,  growers  are  reluctant  to  sell  their  almonds  because  of  the  Irw 

I”  addition  lo  tL  movt  fr  : 

the  1946  crop  it  is  reported  some  nuts  are  still  available  from  the  194'"^ 
crop  though  no  quantitative  estimate  can  be  obtained  on  these. 
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The  export  trade  at  midseason  was  practically  at  a  standstill,  and  • 
general  di ssatisfacticn  was  widespread  among  e:q)orters.  There  are  persistent 
rumors  in  some  areas  that  the  G-ovemment  will  step  into  the  picture  and 
offer  export  subsidies,  change  the  exchange  rate,  and  take  other  steps  to 
revive  the  export  trade.  All  of  these  rumors  are  still  to  he  confirmed 
ani  appear  .at  present  to  represent  nothing  more  than  wishful  thinking  or 
suggestions  on  the  part  of  the  persons  involved.  The  G-ovemment  was 
approached  on  this  matter  ley  interested  groups  several  weeks  ago  hut  no 
action  was  taken  and  new  most  exporters  do  not  expect  the  Government  to  aid 
in,  .expert  trade.  The  Government,  of  course,  is  seriously  interested  in  the 
loss  of  foreign  exchange  and  may  find  it  expedient  to  act  along  the  above 
lines.  Some  exporters  now  feel  that  their  only  hope  is  to  arrange  barter 
deals,  with  foreign  buyers,  '  ■  • 

It  is  too  early  to  forecast,  on  a  quantitative  basis,  the  1947  output,  ' 
However,  weather  conditions  have,  in  general,  been  good  and  some  members 
of  the  trade  anticipate  a  good  crop*  The  1947-48  season  may  not  turn  out 
to  be  much  better,,  from  an  exporters  point  of  view,  than  the  present  one. 

The  heavy  olive  crop  of  1946-47  supplied  ample'  oil,  however,  -olives  seldom 
produce  two— record  or  near— record  crops  in  succession,  consequently  the 
1947-48  crop  may  be  a  short  one.  The  weather  between  now  and  November  will 
be  an  important  factor  in  determining  the  size  cf  the  crop*  If,  as  antici¬ 
pated,  the  output  of  olive  oil  appears  to  be  insufficient  to  meet  domestic  . 
needs  it  is  felt  in  some  quarters  that  the  Spanish  Government  may  again 
require  almonds  and  filberts  to  be  used  by  oil  crushers  thereby  removing- a 
large  tonnage  from  possible  export.  In  addition,  the  present  inflation  gives 
promise  of  very  high  priced  almonds  this  fall  unless- there  is  some  subsidy 
arrangement  worked  out  before  hand.  If  the  above  works  out,  as  it  now 
appears,  few  Spanish  almonds  will  find  their  way  into  export  markets,  and 
most  foreign  trade  in  this  item  probably  will  be  in  Italian  nuts. 


-  7  - 


UNITED  STATES:  Imports  for  consumption  of  shellel  and  unshelloi  almonds 
from  specified  countries,  Sep tenbeiv August,  1945--46,  with  comparisons 


Year 


SHELLED  ALMONDS 
Average 

1940- 41  to 

1944-45 

Annual 

1941- 42  - 

1942- 43 

1943- 44 

1944- 45 

1945- 46 

1946- 47 

UNSHELTED  AT.MOTJnc 
Average 

1940- 41  to 
1944-45 

Annual 

1941- 42 

1942- 43 

1943- 44 

1944- 45 

1945- 46 

1946- 47 


Erenci 

Morocco 

Iran 

\  OiAU  AO  0 

Italy 

Po  rtugal 

Spain 

Other 

countries 

10 

a/l36 

IS 

799 

3,076 

167 

23 

560 

---  2 

—  493 

--  17 

-  448 

1 

100 

0 

480 

14 

21 

0 

14 

0 

1,271 

6,930 

39 

15 

4 

0 

1,218 

8,061 

27 

28 

47 

1,069 

650 

7,006 

25 

9 

28 

658 

42 

436 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

14 

425 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11 

170 

0 

0 

0 

0 

c/ 

263 

5 

0 

0 

4 

0 

145 

d 

To  tal 


r  -  uj-xxoxcii  iUGoras  01  Tine  nurcau  oi  uensus. 

^  4  year  average.  Prior  to  1941-42  included  with  other  co^intries. 
i/  5  months,  Septemher  through  January, 
cy  Less  than  one— half  ton. 


4,207 

1,543 

616 

8,254 

9,326 

8,825 

1,176 
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MBDraERA^  JILBBBT  EgriMm  U^ar  Q»  ^OHD 

By  W.  R,  Schreiber,  Agricultural  looDjomlsi  17 


April  14,  1947 


couiitrtes^of^ItSy^Sp^'’^and^Tu^taT*”  *^*  **^*  producing 

waa  U3.900  short  ionr^vtaiir  SL!,  via  k  ?**  thV latest  STallabl. 

1945  and  ths  prerious  high  ^^35  In'lW  “““P"®'*  *8,800  tons  In 

in  Italy  emd  Turkey  auDan-pa  tn  hci«o  k  1937#  Last  stuniaer’s  near-drou^t 

and  traders  alike.  considerably  oyer-discounted  by  growers 

FILBERTS.  UNSHELLED:  Jatimated  production  in  specified  countries  ! 

1946  with  comparisons  * 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 


•  s  a  .  ,  ■  '  '  ’ '  ' 

Italy  :  Spain  j  Turkey  !“®diterranean*.  United 
.  .  ^  Basin  total  ® 


Ayerage 

1940-19U 

1935-1944 

Annual 

1940 

19a 

1942 

1943 

19U 

1945  a/ 

1946  ^ 


:  17,200 

:  20,600 

e 

a 

:  19,600 

:  10,700 

:  19,100 

:  15,400 

:  21,300 

:  i7,doo 

jy  43,200 


23,700 

25.200 

22,000 

20,900 

19,800 

17,600 

38,000 

18,000 

18.200 


48,500 

57,000 


27,500: 

33,000: 
68,800: 
60,500: 

52,800: 
33,000: 

tb/  82.S00ih/ 


89,400  : 

102. 500  : 

• 

69,100  : 
64,600  : 
107,700  : 

93.500  : 

112,100  : 

68,800  : 
1  /  <3  OAA  . 


5,340 

3,900 

3,210 

5,750 

4,270 

7,030 

6,460 

5,300 


94,740 
106,700 

72,310 
70,350 
111,970 
100,530 
118,560 
74,100 

152,850 


ttor.’?ii*r«ao‘^a“f  b!ua*rSariWlf  r*'*®*,':*  ^*‘®  ^’*7  oiop. 

ysar.  Tpsss  S  '’®  smallsr  than  In  last 

sartlar  tooorf^i  countrlss  ar.  rsportsd  In  a  poorsr  condition  than  a  year 

ho«ver:  XTs  izir  L”  »®®- 

output,  m  spam  predictions  are  for  a  reductlL  of  2rto"5“pert®en“t"S"thTt«p. 
fUherts  .ere  a  little  higher  In  price,  they  failed  to  attract  rany  fo^  huysrs. 


Consequently,  exports  were  smaller  than  usual.  The  strong  demand  for  nuts 
by  Italian  oil  mills  accounted  for  the  higher  prices  and  resulted  in  a 
fairly  good  disposal  of  the  crop  domestically,  Spanish  prices  Vxere  con¬ 
siderably  above  those  in  other  countries,  and  exports  were  almost  com¬ 
pletely  lacking. 

At  midseason,  February  15,  estimated  stocks  remaining  in  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  countries  were  60,000  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  of  which  Italy 
held  19,000  tons,  Spain  16,000  tons,  and  Turkey  25,000  tons.  Though  only 
a  little  less  than  last  year’s  total  estimated  production,  this  estimate 
indicates  that  42  percent  of  the  1946  crop  had  been  disposed  of  by  midseason. 
It  cannot  now  be  forecast  what  stocks  v;ill  remain  by  this  fall,  but  it  is 
probable  that  a  substantial  tonnage  of  the  present  stocks  will  be  disposed 
of  before  that  time  in  Italy  and  Turkey. 


Italy 


The  1946  filbert  crop  in  Italy  vjas  considerably  larger  than  indicated 
last  summer.  Apparently  the  drought  was  less  severe  than  growers  and  traders 
thought  at  that  time  as  latest  estimates  for  the  Naples-Avellino  district 
indicate  a  production  of  30,000  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  In  Sicily, 
trade  members  are  now  of  the  opinion  that  perhaps  last  summer’s  estimate 
was  too  lov/  but  are  unwilling  to  raise  their  estimates  until  final  outturn 
checks  become  available  this  fall.  The  total  production  now  appears  to  have 
been  the  largest  on  record. 

It  is  still  too  early  to  make  a  quantitative  forecast  of  1947  production 
Opinion  in  the  Naples-Avellino  district,  however,  is  that  a  much  smaller 
crop  is  to  be  expected. due  to  the  drought  and  heavy  crop  of  1946,  which  are 
said  to  have  left  the  trees  in  poor  condition,  and  also,  the  fact  that  a 
record  crop  is  usually  followed  by  a  poor  one.  There  has  been  ample  moisture 
but  cold  weather  is  expected  to  delay  the  trees  a  few  weeks,  A  similar 
situation  exists  in  Sicily. 

In  the  Naples-Avellino  district  the  domestic  demnnd,  largely  from  oil 
crushers,  remained  strong  until  mid-February.  Large  tonnages  were  disposed 
of  in  this  way.  Export  business  vjas  rather  small  largely  because  of  the 
low  price  of  Turkish  filberts  and  the  large  crop  in  the  United  States.  So 
far  this  season  a  few  small  parcels  were  exported  to  European  countries. 

Prices  quoted  on  February  15  in  Naples  for  unshelled  filberts,  f.o.b., 
were  as  follovrs: 


Long  selected 

Long  extra  selected 

Round 


$48.00  per  220  pounds 
50.00  per  220  pounds 
40,00  per  220  pounds 


The  comparable  prices  for  shelled  were  as  follows: 


Giffoni  or  Avellino 


$100  to  110 


3  3  S'./  . 
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June  30 »  1947 


MEDITERPANEAN  BASIN  AIMOND  CROP  lAKSSl  ’  j: 


The  1947  preliminary  forecast  of  8helled-a^<^d|Pro^<^ion 
ing  foreign  commercial  producing  countries  is  75ViO(E shdi't  tons , 


in  the  six  lead- 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  .  compared  with 

71^500  to^  (revised)  in  1946  and  89,700  tons  in_1945.  This  exceeds  the  5-y«ar 
(1941-45)  average  of  63,400  tons  by  18  percent,  &-10-y^r  i<i  19 36-45)  average  of 
59,000  tons  by  27  percent  and  is  the  third  largest  forecast  since  1929*  Present 
forecasts  show  a  substsintial  increase  in  production  for  Italy  but  declines  for 
practically  all  other  countries. 

AUiONDS,  SHELLED:  Estimated  commercial  production 
in  8fpeclfied  countries,  1947  with  comparisons 


Country 

Average 

1941-1945  :  1936-1945 

1945 

1946 

1947  a/ 

Short  tons:  Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

/ 

France  . 

700  : 

600 

500 

500 

600 

French  Morocco  . 

1,600  ; 

2,400 

3,300 

«/ 

2,400 

2,000 

Iran  . 

5.700  : 

b/ 

6,600 

7,700 

6,200 

Italy  . 

28,200  : 

29,500 

50,600 

33,000 

44,600 

Portugal . . 

1,700  ; 

2,400 

2,300 

3,700 

800 

Spain . 

25.500  : 

24.100 

26.400 

24.200 

20.900 

Foreign  total 

63.400  !d/ 

59.000 

89,700 

c/ 

71.500 

75.100 

United  States 

> 

(unshelled)  e/ 

17,800  : 

16,200 

23,800 

35.100 

V. 

Compiled  from  trade 

1938  not  available, 
f/  No  quantitative 


and  official 
£/  Revised, 
estimate  (see 


sources.  __ 

^  Excluding  Iran.  ^  California  only, 
text ) • • 


Growing  conditions  so  far  this  season  have  varied  from  very  unsatisfactory 
in  Portugal  to  very  good  in  Italy.  Up  to  June  1  nearly  every  possible  type  of 
damage  from  weather  has  been  experienced  in  one  or  more  sections  of  each  country 
and  production  for  the  Mediterranean  Basin  as  a  whole  would  be  below  average 
were  it  not  for  the  prospective  good  crop  in  Italy.  Qnallty  and  size  of  the  nuts 
for  the  entire  group  of  countries  is  about  average  but  a  shift  has  occurred  by 
individual  countries.  The  weather  was  most  variable  in  Spain,  where  the  produc¬ 
tion  outlook  is  below  average. 

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
prospects  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Committee  on 
Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  statistics.  For  this  report,  tho  Committee  was  com¬ 
posed  of  J.A.  Becker,  Chairman,  W.R.  Schreiber,  C.M.  Purvey,  and  L.B.  Bacon. 


r 


-  2  - 


As  of  June  1  stocks  on  hand  from  the  1946  crop  were  indicated  at  about 
26,300  tons,  shelled  basis,  or  37  percent  of  the  total  1946  production. 

Spain  has  the  largest  stocks,  with  l6,500  tons;  Italy,  9 5 000  tons;  and  the 
remainder  is  in  Portugal o  Some  of  the  Italian  stocks  are  expected  to  be 
sold  to  oil  mills  and  to  other  domestic  users  before  new-crop  nuts  come  into 
market.  In  Spain  there  appears  to  be  no  outlet  for  more  than  very  minor 
quantities  before  the  new  crop  is  ready. 

The  1946-47  export  season  was  another  rather  disappointing  one  for  most 
countries.  Spain  was  able  to  sell  only  a  minor  tonnage  to  foreign  buyers  and 
not  much  more  in  the  domestic  mnrket.  Italy  fared  considerably  better  by 
comparison  both  in  exports  and  in  domestic  sales,  but  still  had  27  percent 
of  the  estimated  production  on  hand  June  1.  The  pmaller  producing  countries 
were  able  to  move  all  of  their  output  either  in  export  or  domestic  channels. 
The  largest  import  markets  of  the  season  were  Sweden  and  the  United  Kingdom. 

A  number  of  smaller  countries  in  Europe  entered  the  market  either  on  a  cash 
or  barter  basis  which  to  exporters  in  Italy  was  a  hopeful  sign.  The  United 
States,  which  in  the  three  preceding  seasons  had  imported  heavily,  took  con¬ 
siderably  less.  The  marked  decline  in  United  States  imports  was  attributed 
to  the  all-time  high  domiestic  production,  excessive  stocks  in  the  hands  of 
distributors,  v;ar  surplus,  and  high  prices  of  foreign  nuts  as  compared  with 
the  domiestic  nuts. 


The  1947-46  marketing  season  will  be  faced  with  many  of  the  same  pro¬ 
blems  as  tile  preceding  one,  though  there  are  some  changes  in  the  over-all 
picture  to  consider.  Preliminary  data  on  foreign  production  indicate  a  new 
foreign  crop  about  6  percent  larger  than  last  year’s  but  a  smaller  United 
States  crop.  In  the  United  States  on  June  1  a  condition  of  66  percent  of 
normal  vjas  reported,  compared  with  83  on  June  1  last  year,  and  a  1936-45 
average  of  57  percent.  The  total  world  supply  of  new-crop  nuts,  therefore, 
v/ill  be  little  different  fromi  that  of  a  year  ago.  The  heavy  supplies  in 
distribution  outlets  in  the  United  States  and  ^var  surplus  are  not  as  important 
factors  as  they  were  a  year  ago.  War-surplus  stocks  are  gone  and  other  stocks 
are  very  low  in  comparison  with  those  of  last  season. 

In  the  international  field,  Spain  will  enter  the  new  marketing  year  with 
nearly  record  supplies  in  viev;  of  its  heavy  carry-over.  The  near-record 
olive  oil  output  of  the  1946-47  season  made  the  use  of  nuts  for  oil  unnecessary 
While  it  is  still  much  too  early  to  estimate  the  1947-48  olive  output  it 
seems  very  likely  that  it  will  be  considerably  smaller  than  last  year’s 
which  in  turn  will  mean  a  probable  return  to  the  use  of  nuts  for  oil.  This 
factor,  plus  the  continued  high  domestic  prices  in  that  country,  may  prevent 
active  participation  in  the  export  trade. 


At  present  Italy  seems  to  enjoy  a  favored  position  with  regard  to 
possible  1947-48  exports.  After  two  rather  meager  olive-oil  crops,  it  now 
appears  that  a  good  one  is  in  prospect.  By  November  a  more  definite  idea  of 
the  probable  olive-oil  output  will  be  available.  In  the  meantime,  if  other 
sources  of  edible  oil  do  not  become  available,  some  of  the  present  stocks 
vjill  be  utilized  for  almond  oil.  Thus,  by  the  time  the  new  marketing  season 
is  really  underv/ay,  Italy  should  be  in  a  position,  domestic  prices  permitting, 
to  export  considerable  quantities  of  new-crop  almonds. 
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The  four  minor  producing  countries  will  not  have  sufficient  e-xportable 
surpluses  to  play  an  important  part  in  the  market,  France  and  Portugal  will 
barely  have  enough  for  domestic  use,  with  France  probably  supplementing  its 
needs  from  French  Morocco  and  Italy.  French  Morocco  is  expected,  to  supply 
its  domestic  needs,  plus  some  exports  to  France  and  Algeria.  Iran  probably 
will  have  some  available  surplus  which  will  be  disposed  of  in  nearby  .coun¬ 
tries, 

French  Morocco;  The  preliminary  forecast  for  shelled-almond  production 
in  French  Morocco  during  1947  is  2,000  tons,  compared  with  2,400  tons  in 
1946  (revised)  and  3j300  tons  in  1945*  The  forecast  is  25  percent  above  the 
5-year  (1941-45)  average  of  1,600  tons  but  17  percent  below  the  10-year 
(1936-45)  average  of  2,400  tons. 

In  general  the  growing  season  has  been  satisfactory  so,,  far  this  season. 
Blossoming  took  place  under  favorable  conditions  and  moisture  seems  to  be 
ample.  An  undetermined  amount  of  damage  by  locusts  was  reported  from  the 
Souss  area. 

On  June  1  there  were  no  large  stocks  of  almonds  in  the  country#  It 
was  estimated  that  if  all  the  small  holdings  were  totaled  a  possible  100 
tons  might  be  found.  The  trade  believes  that  these  small  supplies  will  be 
exhausted  before  the  first  of  July, 

Exports  during  the  season  totaled  an  estimated  1,396  short  tons,  of 
which  France  was  the  destination  for  1,248  tons  and  practically  all  the 
balance  went  to  other  French  areas  or  neighboring  Algeria,  Prices  generally 
throughout  the  season  were  so  high  that  non-French  countries  showed  little 
interest.  The  export  levy  of  100  francs  per  kilo  (approximately  84  U.S. 
cents  per  2.2  pounds)  on  shelled  nuts  and  27  francs  (approximately  23  U.S. 
cents  per  2.2  pounds)  for  unshelled  nuts  continued  throughout  the  season. 

The  1947^48  season  is  expected  to  follow  closely  the  pattern  of  the 
marketing  year  now  coming  to  a  close.  The  bulk  of  the  exportable  surplus  is 
again  expected  to  go  to  France  and  to  neighboring  French  possessions  with 
only  small  amounts  entering  foreign  markets, 

Iran;  The  1947  preliminary  forecast  of  almond  production  in  Iran  is 
6,200  short  tons,  shelled  basis,  compared  with  7,700  tons  in  I946  and  6,600 
tons  in  1945.  The  forecast  exceeds  the  5 -year  (1941-45)  average  of  5,700 
tons  by  9  percent. 

Growing  conditions  have  been  less  satisfactory  than  those  of  a  year  ago. 
In  the  Tabriz  and  other  northern  areas  losses  because  of  hail  and  frost 
during  the  first  week  of  May  were  estimated  at  20  to  30  percent.  The  quality 
is  expected  to  be  below  average. 

On  June  1,  it  was  estimated  that  stocks  on  hand  were  insignificant  and 
would  be  completely  sold  out  by  the  time  new-crop  nuts  appeared  in  the  market. 
Exports  of  shelled  almonds  for  the  first  4  months  of  the  I946-47  season 
totaled  1,948  short  tons,  of  which  1,434  tons  were  to  India.  The  remainder 
was  exported  to  eleven  other  countries.  Disposition  of  the  1947  crop  is 
likely  to  follow  the  same  pattern  as  the  1946-47  season  now  coming  to  a  close. 
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Italy;  The  1947  preliminary  forecast  of  shelled-almond  production  in 
the  two  leading  commercial  districts  of  Italy  is  44)600  short  tons,  shelled 
basis.  This  forecast  may  be  compared  with  33)000  tons  in  1946  and  50,600 
tons  in  1945«  The  forecast  exceeds  the  5-year  (1941-45)  average  of  28,200 
tons  by  58  percent  and  the  10-year  (1936-45)  average  of  29,500  tons  by  51 
percent.  The  forecast,  if  sustained,  would  indicate  the  third  largest  pro-  i 

duct  ion  in  the  past  quarter  of  a  century  and  would  be  exceeded  only  by  the  ■ 

record  1945  output  of  50,600  tons  and  that  of  1929  when  45,500  tons  v;ere 
produced. 

The  forecast  for  the  Bari  district  (Apulia-Abruzzi-Molise)  is  24,200  ^ 

short  tons,  compared  with  20,900  tons  in  1946  and  22,000  tons  in  1945.  In  ; 

Sicily  the  forecast  is  20,400  tons  compared  vjith  12,100  tons  in  1946  and 
20,000  tons  in  1945.  Growing  conditions  on  the  whole  were  very  satisfactory 
in  both  districts.  The  cold  winter  did  not  adversely  affect  the  blossoming 
and  adequate  rainfall  was  registered  in  all-areas.  In  fact,  excessive  rain¬ 
fall  in  a  few  areas  in  the  Bari  district  caused  a  certain  amount  of  damage 
to  ’’rachele"  almonds  (a  late  maturing  variety)..  The  damage,  however,  was 
thought  to  be  minor  and  probably  will  be  more  than  offset  by  increased  size 
of  the  kernels.  While  it  is  much  too  early  to  accurately  judge  quality, 
growers  in  Bari  indicate  that  because  of  the  ample  rains,  nuts  will  run  to 
larger  sizes  and  be  of  average  quality.  In  Sicily  rainfall  in  some  areas 
was  less  than  normal.  Blossoming  took  place  under  favorable  conditions 
though  slightly  later  than  normal,  Sicilian  new-crop  nuts  are  expected  to 
be  better  than  average. 


Stocks  on  hand  in  Italy  on  June  1  are  estimated  to  have  totaled  about 
9,000  short  tons,  shelled  basis,  of  which  2,700  tons  were  in  Sicily  and  the 
balance  in  the  Bari  district.  In  both  districts  the  bulk  of  the  carry-over 
is  in  the  Mnds  of  growers  who  prefer  merchandise  of  any  type  to  lire.  They 
release  to  the  trade  only  sufficient  almonds  to  obtain  lire  for  their  immediate 
needs.  It  is  anticipated  that  a  portion  of  the  present  stocks  vjill  be  sold 
to  northern  oil  mills  before  new-crop  nuts  appear  on  the  market. 


The  1946-47  marketing  season  now  coming  to  a  close  v;as  far  from  satis¬ 
factory  from  the  export  point  of  view.  Exports  of  shelled  almonds  from,  the 
Bari  district  to  the  end  of  April  totaled  about  2,858  short  tons  of  which  ' 
1,232  tons  were  to  Czechoslovakia  on  a  barter  basis.  The  other  principal 
buyers  of  Bari  almonds  were  Sweden  with  702  tons  and  Switzerland  with  649 
tons.  During  this  period  the  United  States  purchased  only  48  tons  in  this 
district. 


Exports  from  Sicily  were  somewhat  larger  owing  primarily  to  slightly 
lower  prices.  Incomplete  data  indicate  Sweden  to  have  taken  5,500  tons  and 
the  United  Kingdom  4,600  tons.  The  deal  vuith  Sweden  was  on  an  exchange  basis, 
wood  pulp  for  nuts,  while  the  United  Kingdom,  exchanged  nuts  for  herring, 

Norway  also  came  into  the  market  exchanging  codfish  for  almonds.  United 
States  importers  bought  a  substantial  tonnage  in  Sicily  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  season.  Exports  in  limited  quantities  were  also  made  to  Denmark, 
Belgium,  Egypt,  and  other  countries. 


Prices  during  the  season  fluctuated  widely  in  terms  of  lire  and  also  in 
dollars  because  of  many  factors.  The  heavy  purchases  by  northern  oil  mills 
from  September  into  January  forced  the  prices  upward.  By  January,  however, 
the  new-crop  olive  oil  started  to  reach  consumer  and  oil  mill  purchases  of* 
almonds  decreased.  In  late  January  prices  dipped  off  and  remained  at  lower 
levels  until  April  when  the  oil  mill  purchases  resumed.  Also,  at  this  time, 
the  lire  had  declined  still  further,  Estiimtes  as  to  the  total  tonnage 
taken  by  oil  crushers  are  not  available  but  it  was  a  heavy  percentage  of  the 
total  crop. 

Export  prices  on  June  1  range  from  f,o,b,  $95  to  $105  per  bale  of  220 
pounds  in  Sicily  and  from  $90  to  $105  in  Bari,  depending  on  grade,  quality, 
etc,;  c,i,f.  prices  are  about  $5  per  bale  higher.  These  prices  relate  to 
ordinary  grades.  Specialties,  such  as  ''^avolas,”  are  considerably  higher. 

The  outlook  for  the  1947-4B  season  is  at  present  a  little  difficult  to 
evaluate.  The  inquiries  from  abroad,  to  date,  do  not  give  promise  of  being 
any  better  than  a  year  ago.  Compensation  deals  with  Czechoslovakia,  Denmark, 
Holland,  Belgium,  Norway,  and  Finland  are  in  the  offing.  The  British  would 
lixce  2,200  tons  of  Bari  almonds,  but  at  prices  lower  than  exporters  in  that 
district  can  quote  at  present,  France  has  granted  licenses  for  440  tons, 
the  first  in  a  long  time.  United  States  inquiries,  at  this  time,  are  very 
limited  though  the  present  off-season  does  not  reflect  what  will  happen 
later. 

The  important  factor  this  season  is  again  edible  oil.  After  2  years  of 
relatively  poor  olive-oil  output  in  Italy,  preliminary  indications  now  point 
to  a  good  olive  crop.  If  this  materializes,  it  will  mean  a  lessened  demand 
by  oil  crushers  and  consequently  more  competition  for  export  hasiness,  New- 
crop  olive  oil  will  not  be  available  until  late  in  November  or  early  in 
December,  In  the  meantime  oil  mills  will  be  in  the  market  to  supply  the  needs 
of  the  people.  It  is- likely,  therefore,  that  at  the  outset  of  the  new  sea¬ 
son  there  v;ill  be  a  strong  demand  for  almonds  which  may  in  turn  force  up 
prices  making  it  difficult  to  compete  in  international  trade  with  other  com¬ 
peting  countries.  By  September,  a  reasonably  good  idea  of  the  coming  olive 

oil  output  should_  be  available  from  which  one  may  estimate  the  probable  demand 
of  oil  mills  for  almonds,  ’  -  -  -  -  -  , 

Po_rtugal;  The  preliminary  forecast  for  the  1947  Portuguese  almond  out¬ 
put  IS  800  short  tons,  compared  with  3,700  tons  in  I946  (revised)  and  2,300 
tons  in  1945.  The  forecast  is  53  percent  below  the  5-year  (I94I-45)  average 
of  1,700  tons  and  67  percent  below  the  10-year  (1936-45)  average  of  2,400 
tons.  It  is  the  smallest  since  the  crop  failure  of  1941, 

Growing  conditions  have  been  decidedly  poorer  than  last  year’s.  Low 
temperatures  and  rains  at  pollinizat ion  ruined  much  of  the  crop.  In  the 
Algarve  district  it  is  now  expected  only  6OO  tons  will  be  produced  compared 
with  2,700  tons  in  I946.  The  Douro  district  is  expected  to  produce  only  200 
tons  compared  with  1,000  tons  in  I946, 
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As  the  1946-47  marketing  year  draws  to  a  close,  it  is  estimated  some 
800  tons  of  shelled  almonds  remain  in  Portugal.  The  Algarve  district  is 
credited  vjith  about  700  tons  and  the  balance  is  in  Douro.  Domestic  buyers 
are  reported  to  be  shoiving  more  interest  in  the  carry-over  stocks  than  is 
normal  for  this  time  of  the  year,  primarily  because  of  the  very  poor  new 
crop  prospects.  It  seems  improbable  that  more  than  a  very  minor  quantity 
of  Portuguese'  almonds  will  find  their  way  into  international  trade  during 
the  1947-48  marketing  season.  The  export  trade  has  been  at  a  standstill 
for  the  past  several  months. 

Spain;  The  1947  preliminary  forecast  of  almond  production  in  Spain  is 
20,900  short  tons,  shelled  basis,' compared  with  24,200  tons  in  1946  and 
26,400  tons  in  1945»  The  forecast  is  18  percent  less  than  the  5-year  (1941-46) 
average  of  25,500  tons  and' .13  percent  less  than  the  10-year  (1936-45)  average 
of  24,100  tons.  On  the  basis  of  present  information  it  will  be  the  smallest 
crop  since  1937*  The  crop  of^  soft  shelled  Mollares  will  be  about  4,200  short 
tons. 

Grovjing  conditions  for  Spain  this  season  have  ranged  from  very  good  in 
som.e  areas  to  very  poor  in  others.  In  the  Alicante,  Murcia,  and  Valencia 
areas  weather  conditions  during  blossoming  were  very  good  and  a  better-than- 
average  crop  is  anticipated,  especially  in  the  coastal  regions.  In  the 
same  Provinces,  trees  at  higher  altitudes  were  not  so  favored  and  below 
average  yields  are  anticipated.  In  Ivlalaga  excessive  rains  and  humidity 
caused  a  considerable  loss  of  fruit.  The  Almieria  district  reports  favorable 
weather  all  season  and  at  least  an  average  crop.  Tarragona  and  the  Balearic 
Islands  report  considerable  damage  from  heavy  rains  and  cold  weather  during 
and  immediately  after  blossoming.  The  set  is  reported  as  very  light.  The 
growing  season  appears  to  be  the  poorest  in  many  a  year. 

Estimates  of  stocks  on  hand  June  1  vary  greatly,  depending  on  the 
persons  making  the  estimate.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  som.e  l6,500 
short  tons  remain  from  the  previous  crop,  mostly  in  the  hands  of  grov;ers. 

The  trade  in  Reus  are  estimated  to  have  held  2,200  tons  of  this  quantity, 
Alicante  traders  1,400  tons,  and  Malaga  about  1,000  tons.  The  reason  stock 
figures  are  so  difficult  to  estimate  is  grov;ers,  in  anticipation  of  higher 
prices  and  the  resumption  of  compulsory  deliveries,  are  holding  their  almonds. 

The  1946-47  marketing  season  from  nearly  every  point  of  view  was  dis¬ 
appointing  to  the  Spanish  trade.  Exports  were  unusually  small,  mainly 
because  of  high  Spanish  prices  as  compared  with  those  of  competing  countries, 
little  demand  from  the  United  States  because  of  a  large  domestic  crop,  and 
the  lack  of  foreign  exchange  in  many  countries.  The  domestic  market  was  also 
a  relatively  poor  one.  At  the  start  of  the  season,  the  shortage  of  edible 
oils  made  necessary  a  lav/  which  forced  the  sale  of  almonds  and  filberts  to 
oil  mills.  The  large  olive  crop  which  became  .apparent  in  November  caused 
the  rescinding  of  this  law.  This  left  the  almond  industry  with  nearly  its 
entire  I946  crop,  plus  a  carry-over  from  previous  crops,  still  to  be  disposed 
of  and  at  rather  high  prices. 
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situation  prevailed,  exporters  rto“lf 

of  an  exDort  suhqiHv  ^  iviaux  za  xo  see  if  some  sort 

higher  levels  than  foreign  deti^nrwould  Ju™?fy  “‘’no^^f Icfli*''® 

of  a  subsidy  by  the  Soanish  Prf^vPT>nm^r,+  ^  official  announcement 

that  4.75  pLetas  (a^Iut^ru  f  o  ^ 

exporters  for  all  SipinL  t^oo^^with  Irre'T"'  ^ 

failed  to  produce  results  p  p ^  u  ^  free  exchange.  This  has 

still  much  higher  than  those  of  othL  col^^trL^^^This^St^^^^r^^^ 
the  export  of  alraonds  appears  to  have  been  a  failure/ 

high  prLesfald®  a"^?i:r°n«‘:roT\to  '  <=-ty-over,  ., 

gives  little  hope  of  beine  muf'h  hp++  export  situation,  at  present, 

It  is  rumored  among  trade^sources  th^t  season  just  closed, 

interested  in  2  200  British  Ministry  of  Food  is 

Of  private  i^PoiSsr^t^Lttr 

The  only  potential  laree  ontipt  rpt.  i  j  ^  unable  to  agree  on  prices. 

Oil  .ills!  The  hear^L^cord  oiL "if :St1n"'Sl6'/7"^  " 
followed  by  a  very  much  smaller  one  in  I947  48  and'^fi'^’  is  expected  to  be 
sellable  to  assume  that  large  ouantitfe,  Ir  therefore,  rea- 

unless  edible  oils  can  be  imported  from  1  h®®**  ^or  oil 

tion.  Where  the  demand  for  Sonde  Jo^  J  the  Italian  situa¬ 

te  later  in  the  seaso“”t"Le::  ^  rylih^fS!’ 
prices  show  a  decided  dron  mn^+  -in+p  4.-^  Hkely  that  unless  Spanish 

almonds.  Some  tradrmembeis  if  Spa!nT  *>"  I*®!!®** 

Of  exporters  to  work  for  increased  exports  of timo®nds/°™'"®  "  conscrtlum 


8  - 


UNITED  STATES:  Imports  for  consumption  of  shelled  and  unshelled  almonds 
from  specified  countries,  September-August  1946-47,  with  comparisons 


(short  tons) 


Year 

French 

Morocco 

Iran 

Italy 

Portugal 

Spain 

Other 

countries 

Total 

Shelled 

Average 

1941-42  to 

r 

1945-46 

Annual 

16 

145 

302 

830 

4,432 

110 

5,835 

1941-42 

23 

560 

2 

493 

17 

448 

1,543 

1942-43 

1 

100 

0 

480 

14 

21 

616 

1943-44 

0 

14 

0 

1,271 

6,93^5 

39 

8,254 

1944-45 

15 

4 

0 

1,218 

8,061 

27 

9,325 

1945-46 

28 

47 

1,508 

688 

7,140 

26 

9,437 

1946-47  a/ 

Unshelled 

Average 

1941-42  to 

15 

40 

1,376 

156 

574 

8 

2,169 

1945-46 

Annual 

0 

0 

© 

5 

172 

1 

178 

1941-42 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

4 

1942-43 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1943-44 

0 

0 

0 

14 

425 

0 

439 

1944-45 

0 

0 

0 

11 

170 

0 

181 

1945-46 

0 

b/ 

0 

b/ 

263 

5 

268 

1946-47  a/ 

0 

0 

6 

0 

145 

4 

155 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Census. 

Eight  months,  September  through  April. 

V  Less  than  one-half  ton. 
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MEDITERRANEAN  BASIN  FILBERT  CROP  SlfelW 
By  W.  R.  Schreiber,  Agricultural  Economist 

The  1947  preliminary  forecast  of  filbert  production  in  Italy,  Spain,  and 
^rkey,  the  leading  commercial  producing  countries  is  104,200  short  tons  unshelled 
basis,  compared  with  147,300  tons  in  I946  (revised)  and  66,700  tons  in  1945  (re¬ 
vised).  The  forecast  exceeds  the  5-year  {1941-45)  average  of  88,900  tons  toy  17 
percent  and  the  10-year  (1936-45)  average  of  98,200  tons  by  6  percent. 


FILBERTS,  UNgffilJ.KD;  Estimated  production  in  specified  countries 

1947  with  comparisons 

_ _ (Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Mediter- 

United 
States 
un  shelled 

Year 

Italy 

Spain 

Turkey 

ranean 

Basin 

total 

World 

total 

Average 

1941-45 

1936-45 

Short 

tons 

16.400 

20.400 

Short 

tons 

22,900 

24,600 

Short^ 

tons 

49,600 

53,200 

Short 

tons 

88,900 

98,200 

Short 

tons 

5,760 

4,300 

Short 

tons 

94,660 

102,500 

Annual 

1945 

1946  V 

1947  a/ 

15,700 

47,800 

12,100 

18,000 

18,200 

35,200 

33,000 

81,300 

56,900 

66,700 

147,300 

104,200 

5,300 

8,450 

9,100 

72,000 

155,750 

113,300 

Compiled  from  trade  and  official  sources. 


Growing  conditions  in  all  three  countries  are  in  general  satisfactory 

co^mnn  ^  in  an  eSiusted 

condition  and  a  smaller  crop  is  to  be  expected.  In  Spain  just  the  reverse  is 

S^nish  filbert  crop  was  a  poor  one  and  with  satisfactory  grow- 

filbert  p^s! 

pec ts^ of  July  28,  information  has  been  received  which  indicates  that  a  little 
dro^ht  damage  may  be  antictipated  in  Sicily.  While  it  is  a  little  too  early 
to  forecast  quality,  growers  in  Spain  report  that  a  crop  of  good  quality  is 
expected.  In  Italy  quality  is  expected  to  bo  average  and  in  Turkey  only  fair. 


The  carry-over  in  these  countries  is  estimated  at  18,800  short  tons 
unshelled  basis  of  which  9}300  tons  are  in  Italy,  9»100  tons  in  Spain  and 
the  balance  in  Turkey,  The  carry-over  represents  about  13  percent  of  the 
1946  production.  The  carry-over  in  Italy  is  expected  to  be  diverted  to 
oil  crushing  to  take  care  of  the  edible  oil  needs  until  new-crop  olive  oil 
becomes  available  this  December.  The  same  situation  may  apply  to  Spain 
but  to  a  limited  extent  since  the  supply  of  edible  oils  is  much  better  in 
that  country.  The  unimportant  carry-over  in  Turkey  probably  will  be  sold 
in  domestic  markets  before  new-crop  nuts  arrive  in  Istanbul. 

The  1946-47  export  market  was  largely  dominated  by  Turkish  filberts 
because  of  the  lower  prices  in  that  country.  The  year’s  export  sales  were 
in  some  ways  reminiscent  of  prewar  years  as  far  as  activities  and  volume 
are  concerned.  The  largest  buyer  of  Turkish  filberts  in  prewar  years, 
Germany  was  absent  from  the  market,  Italian  exports  were  on  the  limited 
side  and  Spain  was  a  very  poor  third  with  a  very  small  tonnage  exported, 
Spanish  filbert  prices  were  too  high  to  attract  foreign  business.  Quanti¬ 
tative  data  on  exports  durjng  the  season  still  are  not  available. 

The  1947-48  marketing  season  is  about  to  open.  The  available  supply 
of  filberts  vrill  be  about  29  percent  less  than  a  year  ago  if  carry-over 
is  not  considered.  In  Turkey  e:5)orters  are  again  confident  of  being  able 
to  dispose  of  the  new-crop  nuts  without  too  much  effort.  In  Italy  exporters 
are  of  the  opinion  that  foreign  business  may  again  be  small  due  to  the  low 
price  of  Turkish  filberts  and  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  due  to  a 
larger  production.  The  trade  in  Spain  is  pessimistic  about  exports  because 
of  the  high  domestic  prices  compared  with  those  of  other  countries.  While 
it  is  too  early  to  forecast  what  quantity  of  filberts  will  be  imported  into 
the  United  States,  it  is  now  expected  the  total  will  be  smaller  than  during 
the  1946-47  season, 

Italy ;  The  1947  preliminary  forecast  of  filbert  production  in  Italy 
is  12,100  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  with  47»800  tons  (revised) 
in  1946  and  15,700  tons  (revised)  in  1945-  '^he  forecast  is  26  percent 
below  the  5-year  (1941-45)  average  of  16,400  tons,  and  4I  percent  below 
the  10-year  (1936-45)  average  of  20,400  tons. 

In  the  Naples-Avellino  district  the  forecast  is  for  a  crop  of  7,700 
tons,  compared  v;ith  the  record  high  last  year  of  33,000  tons  and  8,000 
tons  in  1945- 

In  this  district  the  weather  has  been  generally  satisfactory  but  the 
all-time  high  production  of  last  year  has  resulted  in  an  off  year.  A  few 
localities  reported  some  adverse  weather  during  pollenization. 

In  Sicily  the  forecast  is  4,400  tons,  the  smallest  since  1933  when 
production  totaled  only  2^300  tons,  A  smaller  crop  was  to  be  expected 
this  season  in  view  of  the  all-time  high  of  14,800  tons  in  1946.  Growing 


conditions  have  not  been  particularly  unfavorable  though  sons  damage  v/as 
done  at  flowering  time  by  gales  and  low  mis-ts.  The  small  crop  is  attributed 
more  to  exhaustion  of  the  trees  after  the  large  crop  of  last  year  and  to 
other  factors  other  than  weather.  The  insect' Cimic iato  has  not  been  more 
destructive  than  normal  according  to  preliminary  reports.  However,  as  the 
season  advances  it  will  be  possible  to  better  evaluate  this  damage. 

It  is  still  much  too  early  to  make  definite  statements  relative  to 
quality.  Growers,  however,  feel  that  it  will  be  about  average  in  both 
districts.  Ample  farmer  labor  is  available  for  harvest.  In  Sicily 
transportation  problems,  especially  railroad  cars,  are  causing  some  con¬ 
cern. 

Estimates  of  carry-over  stocks  of  I946  filberts  vary  greatly,  for 
the  country  as  a  whole,  as  the  new  crop  approaches  harvest.  This  is  due, 
in  part,  to  the  present  disorganized  condition  of  the  trade  in  this  com¬ 
modity  and  to  lack  of  confidence  in  the  currency.  Grovrers  of  filberts 
prefer  to  hold  their  crops  rather  than  take  currency,  and  thus  the  quan¬ 
tity  still  in  their  hands  is  hard  to  estimate.  After  vjeighing  all  factors, 
it  appears  that  an  estimate  of  9>300  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  seems 
justified.  The  Naples-Avellino  district  is  believed  to  have  a  possible 
5,500  tons  and  the  balance  is  in  Sicily,  In  both  districts  the  stocks 
are  largely  in  the  hands  of  growers  and  small  speculators.  The  carry¬ 
over  represents  about  19  percent  of  the  estimated  I946  output. 

The  1946-47  maiketing  season  now  coming  to  a  close,  fiem  an  export 
viewpoint,  was  discouraging  though  domestic  denand  was  unusually  good. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  season  some  optimism  was  expressed  concerning 
exports.  This,  however,  was  soon  replaced  by  pessimism  when  the  price 
of 'Turkish  filberts-,  was  lowered  to  levels  below  those  in  Italy,  The 
strong  demand  from  the  oil  crushers  kept  prices  at  high  levels.  Naples 
was  able  to  export  only  limited  quantities  to  European  destinations  and 
to  the  United  States,  Sicily  faired  only  slightly  better  with  exports 
reported  being  made  to  the  Scandinavian  countries,  Canada,  France,  Switzer¬ 
land,  Australia,  and  Argentina.  In  recent  weeks  some  interest  has  been 
shown  t)y  Denmark,  It  is  now  rumored  that  the  British  Ministiy  of  Food 
may  shortly  enter  the  market,  but  that  it  will  establish  ceiling  prices 
which  may  or  may  not  be  satisfactoiy  to  Italian  exporters.  The  total 
export  data  for  all  Italy  are  not  available  but  it  is  known  to  be  con¬ 
siderably  below  a  normal  prewar  total. 

It  is  not  possible  to  obtain  reliable  estimates  of  the  tonnage 
utilized  by  oil  crushers  in  both  areas,  but  it  is  known  to  be  large. 

,One  estimate  indicates  at  least  1,100  short  tons  were  used  for  this  pur¬ 
pose  in  Sicily,  but  that  a  relatively  large  tonnage  had  been  shipped  to 
the  mainland  and  may  ;have  found  its  way  into  oil  mills, '  Filberts  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  N''ples-Avellino  district  are  kndwn  to  have  moved  into  oil 
mills  in  largo  volume.  Soma  idea  of  ■the  volume  may  be  had  when  one  com¬ 
pares  the  estimate  of  stocks  on  hand  on  February  I5  of  19,000  tons  and  the 
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July  1  estimate  of  9,300  tons.  Exports  are  known  to  have  been  smll  so 
that  the  bulk  of  the  9,700  tons  probably  was  utilized  by  oil  mills  and 
for  direct  consumption.  Oil  mills  have  kept  prices  at  a  high  level  almost 
constantly  throughout  the  season. 

Thq.  export  market  is  at  present  at  a  standstill  and  exporters  are 
unwilling  to  hazard  a  guess  as  to  what  price  nevj-crop  filberts  will  be 
offered.  The  key  to  the  1947-4B  marketing  season,  as  in  the  case  of  almonds, 
lies  in  the  olive  crop  which  is  expected  to  be  a  good  one.  If  the  output 
of  olive  oil  this  season  (starting  in  December)  is  better  than  that  of  the 
past  two  years  fewer  almonds  and  filberts  will  be  utilized  for  oil,  thereby 
freeing  more  for  other  outlets.  The  new-crop  oil,  however,  will  not  b© 
available  for  a  few  months,  and  it  is  assumed  that  the  needs  for  oil  will 
be  met  by  carry-over  almonds  and  filberts. 

The  short  filbert  crop  and  high  prices,  due  to  the  inflation  in  the 
country,  has  led  many  exporters  to  feel  that  shipments  abroad  this  season 
may  again  be  small.  The  situation  in  Spain  and  Turkey  v;hen  the  market 
opens  will  be  of  considerable  importance  to  the  Italian  exporters  and 
will  determine  to  a  large  extent  whether  they  are  able  to  export  this 
season.  Some  exporters  believe  the  increasing  production  in  the  united 
States  will  eventually  further  reduce  the  already  small  exports  to  that 
country. 

Spa in ;  The  1947  preliminary  forecast  of  filbert  production  in  Spain 
is  35,^00  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  with  18,200  tons  in  1946, 
and  18,000  tons  in  1945 •  The  forecast  exceeds  the  5-year  (1941-45)  average 
of  22,900  tons  by  54  percent  and  the  10-year  (1936-45)  average  of  24,600 
tons  by  43  percent.  The  crop,  while  not  a  record  one,  has  been  exceeded 
only  tiiree  times  during  the  last  18  years.  The  largest 'crop  during  that 
period  was  39,400  tons  in  1929,  followed  by  crops  of  38,000  tons  in  1934, 
and  1944. 

The  season  now  Coming  to  a  close  was  rather  unsatisfactory  from  the 
export  point  of  view,  with  only  about  100  tons  being  sent  abroad  during 
the  season.  The  price  of  Spanish  filberts  was  higher  than  that  of  other 
producing  countries,  and  therefore  failed  to  attract  foreign  buyers.  As 
the  season  comes  to  a  close,  about  half  the  previous  crop  remains  mostly 
in  the  hands  of  growers  and  snail  speculators.  It  is  estinated  about 
9,100  tons  unshelled  basis  remain.  The  industry  is  practically  at  a 
standstill,  as  it  has  been  most  of  the  season.  This  is  due  to  the  freezing 
of  filbert  stocks  for  the  purpose  of  utilizing  them  for  oil.  These 
stocks  have  not  been  ordered  crushed  for  oil,  since  olive  oil  supplies 
have  been  ample. 

The  outlook  for  this  season  is  no  brighter  than  the  one  just  closing. 
Prices  continue  high,  domestic  demand  about  the  same,  arid  the  g^uestion  of 
crushing  for  oil  remains  stalemated.  A  short  olive  crop  may  break  down 
the  inactivity  and  consume  most  of  the  crop.  _ 
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Turkey;  The  1947  preliminary  forecast  of  filbert  production  in  Turkey 
is  56,900  short  tons  unshelled  basis  compared  with  81,300  tons  in  I946  (re¬ 
vised)  and  33*000  tons  in  1945*  The  forecast  is  15  percent  above  the  5-year 
(1941-45)  average  of  49,600  tons  and  7  percent  above  the  10-year  (I936-45) 
average  of  53,200  tons. 

Growing  conditions  have  been  generally  good;  hovrever,  the  crop  fol¬ 
lowed  a  near  record  one  and  could  be  expected  to  be  smaller.  While  it  is 
still  too  e.arly,  growers  generally  feel  that  cjuality  will  be  fair,  ' 

As  the' new-crop  harvest  approaches  the  best  available  information 
indicates  stocks  of  shelled  filberts  on  hand  do  not  exceed  4OO  short  tons. 
The  large  crop  of  1946  vias  disposed  of  in  a  manner  considered  reminiscent 
of  prewar  years  though  many  of  the  princijal  foreign  markets  were  still 
not  open  J;o  Turkish  filberts.  The  devaluation  of  the  Turkish  currency  in- 
September  1946  resulted  ih  brisk  foreign  buying^on  the  -part  of  foreign 
countries.  The  United  States,  Switzerland,  Belgium,  the  Netherlands,  and 
United  Kingdom  were  the  principal  buyers. 

The  first  lots  of  new-crop  filberts  are  expected  to  arrive  in  Istanbul 
during  the  middle  of  August's  The  Union  of  Filbert  Exporters  have  tenta¬ 
tively  fixed  opening  export  prices  at  $75*00  per  220  pounds  for  ’♦Standard 
Quality”  and  $70,00  for  regular  run  quality  shelled  nuts  f.o.b,  Turkish 
ports.  The  comparable  prices  for  last  year  were  $80,00"and  $60.00,  This 
year’s  prices  are  explained  by  a  desire  to  export  more  standard  and  less 
regular  run  nuts.  It  is  interesting  to  nota  that  constant  rumors  of  a 
possible  devaluation  of  the  Pound  Sterling  have  had  the  effect  of  exporters 
refusing  to  quote  prices  to  countries  in  the  Sterling  block.  The  official 
export  price  however  has  been  fixed  at  $696,00  per  ton  of  2200  pounds. 

Exporters  on  the  whole  are  optimistic  about  the  I947-48  marketing 
season  and  anticipate  no  difficulty  in  disposing  of  the  entire  crop  be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  the  season.  At  this  time  strong  demand  for  new-crop  nuts 
has  already  appeared  from  Switzerland,  Belgium,  and  a  few  other  simller 
buyers  of  filberts. 


UNITED  STATES;  Imports  for  consumption  of  shelled  and  unsholled  filberts 
from  specified  countries,  1946-47>  with  comj^risons 


Year  a/  ‘ 

Italy 

Spain 

Turkey 

Other 

countries 

$ 

Total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

SHELLED 

Average  - 

1941-1945 

36 

351 

1,458 

36 

1,881 

1936-1945 

133 

220 

1,029 

47 

1,429 

Annual  - 

1941-42 

0 

0 

27 

0 

27 

1942-43 

0 

0 

27 

0 

27 

1943-44 

0 

'  559 

17 

0 

576 

1944-45 

0 

1,191 

2,989 

0  ■ 

4,186 

1945-46 

178 

6 

4,231 

180 

4,595 

1946-47  y 

132 

1 

4,708 

5 

4,846 

UNSHELIED 

Average'  - 

1941-1945 

72 

48 

2 

0 

122 

1936-1945 

439 

26 

1 

••  1 

467 

Annual  - 

1941-42 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

19-42-43 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1943-44 

0 

6 

0 

0 

6 

1944-45 

0  . 

16 

0 

0 

16 

1945-46 

361 

220 

8 

0 

589 

1946-47  b/ 

1,595 

69 

0 

'  0 

1,664 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
_a/  Crop-year  basis,  September-August. 

V  Ten  months,  September  1946--June  1947 • 
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November  3,  I947 
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WORLD  FILBERT  PRODUCTION  ESTIMATE  LARGER 
By  W.  R.  Schreiber,  Agricultural  Economist 

estimate  of  filbert  production  in  Italy  Spain  Tu-ricpv 
the  United  States,  the  leading  commercial  producing  countries*  irill  100 

jTMoZs  164.450  ton!  in  1946  (;evi\o4t’a^“ 

The  estimate  exceeds  the  5-year  (1941-45)  average  of  94,660  tons  bv  21 
^rcent  and  the  10-year  (1936-45)  average  of  102,500  tons  by  11  percent^  The 
mal  outtura  checks  on  the  1946  harvest  indicate  that  it  was  even  larger  than 

‘^^ring  the  season  and  that  it  was  an  all-time 
high.  This  season  s  estimates  show  only  the  United  States  with' an  all-time  high 

towage.  ^  better-than-average 

FILBERTS,  UNaiELLED:  Estimated  production  in  specified  countries 

1947  with  comparisons 

- - .,  (Foreign  production  rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 

*  •  •  :  Mediter-  :  tTr>V+^<i 

y,  -  ♦  •  ,  Ulllt0U 

Italy  Spain  *  Turkey 


Year 


16.400 

20.400 


Spain 

short 
tons 

22,900 

24,600 


Shorl 
tons 

49,600 

53,200 


ranean 
Basin 
total 
Short 
tons 

88,900 

98,200 


States 
unshelled  * 

^hori 
tons 

5,760 

4,300 


World 

total 


Short 

tons 

94,660 

102,500 


Average  ; 

1941-45  : 

1936-45  : 

• 

Annual  :  .  .*  '  |  • 

T^otA  /  **  *  18,000  ;  33,000  :  66,700  :  5,300  »  72  000 

\/  ^  90,000  :b/156  000  :  .  ^450  /^O 

1947  £/  :b/  9,900  :  35,200  :V  60.500  :b/105,600 

•  4  «  •• 


Compiled  from  trade  and  official  sources, 

^  Preliminary.  y  Revised. 


Growing  conditions,  reviewed  briefly,  were  not  unduly  adverse  in  these 
countries.  The  trees,  however,  appeared  to  iriave  been  exhausted  from  the 
huge  output  of  last  year  and' the  lack  of  sufficient  fertilizer.  In  Spain, 
some  loss  was  reported  early  in  the  season  because  of  the  lack  of  soil 
moisture;  then,  just  prior  to  harvest,  excessive  rain  caused  further  loss. 
Some  grov;ers  and  members  of  the  trade  feel  a  near-record  crop  would  have 
been  harvested  had  the  weather  been  better.  The  quality  of  this  year’s  nuts 
is  good  but  runs  to  small  size  kernels.  Insect  damage  to  Sicily’s  very  small 
crop  is  reported  as  heavier  than  usual. 

Turkey  is  the  only  country  which  did  not  report  a  carry-over  from  the 
1946  harvest.  Its  entire  crop  had  been  disposed  of  before  new-crop  nuts 
come  to  market,  mostly  in  export  channels.  Italy  and  Spain  are  estimated  to 
have  6,100  and  7>300  tons,  unshelled  basis,  respectively,  still  on  hand  from 
the  previous  harvest.  The  carry-over  in  the  United  States  was  small  and 
mostly  in  second  hands.  The  bulk  of  the  carry-over  in  Italy  and  Spain  prob¬ 
ably  will  find  domestic  outlets  and  will  not  enter  export  channels. 

The  1946-47  export  season  for  Turkey  on  a  tonnage  basis  was  one  of  the 
best  on  record  while  Italy  and  Spain  had  poor  seasons.  The  price  of  filberts 
in  these  countries  was  too  high  to  attract  much  business.  The  domestic  de¬ 
mand  in  Italy  for  oil  crushing  was  very  good  and  absorbed  a  large  part  of 
the  record  crop.  The  United  States,  even  though  importing  a  large  tonnage, 
made  some  export  shipments. 

The  outlook  for  the  1947-48  export  season  presents  in  some  respects 
the  same  situation  that  prevailed  last  year.  The  price  of  Turkish  filberts 
is  again  the  most  attractive,  while  that  of  the  other  countries  is  too  high, 
Italy  will  have  the  smallest  exportable  supply  in  many  years  but  the  demand 
for  filberts  for  oil  crushing  v/ill  likev;ise  be  smaller,  if  not  a  thing  of 
the  past.  The  continued  food  shortage  will  provide  an  outlet  for  most  of 
the  crop.  Most  Italian  trade  members  are  not  expecting  many  exports  this 
season. 

In  Spain  exports  have  been  restricted  by  high  domestic  prices,  Ths 
Spanish  trade,  fully  aware  of  their  high  prices,  are  trying  to  vrork  out  some 
sort  of  an  arrangement  vfith  the  Government  to  effect  exports  but  to  date 
nothing  definite  has  been  announced.  In  the  Mediterranean  Basin  countries 
some  barter  deals  may  be  vjorked  out  which  will  move  some  of  this  year’s 
filberts  but  to  date  no  reports  of  actual  transactions  have  been  reported. 

Italy :  The  1947  preliminary  estimate  of  filbert  production  in  Italy 
is  9|900  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  with  47,800  tons  in  1946 
and  15,700  tons  in  1945*  The  estimate  is  40  percent  less  than  the  5-year 
(I94I-45)  average  of  16,400  tons  and  52  percent  less  than  the  10-year 
(1936-45)  average  of  20,400  tons.  The  estimate  is  the  smallest  since  1933 
when  only  5,500  tons  were  harvested.  The  present  estimate  is  lower  than 
the  forecast  on  August  16  due  to  a  much  smaller  crop  than  anticipated  in 
Sicily,  The  Sicilian  harvest  totaled  only  2,200  tons,  compared  with  14,800 
tons  in  1946.  The  forecast  for  the  Naples-Avellino  district  remains  un¬ 
changed  at  7,700  tons  compared  with  33,000  tons  a  year  earlier. 


Growing  conditions  in  the' Naples-Avellino  district  were  generally^ sat¬ 
isfactory  throughout • the  season.  The  all-time  record  production  6f  fiuher  s 
last  season,  however,  left  the  trees  in  an  exhausted  condition  and  a  smaller 
crop  was  to  be  anticipated.  In  Sicily  much  the  same  situation  applied  ex¬ 
cept  that  moisture  was  insufficient  to  support  a  larger  crop  and  the  damage 
from  the  insect  Cimiciato  v/as  reported  to  have  been  a  bit  heavier  in  sdme 
sections  than  normal.  ’Quality  in  both  areas  is  reported  to  be  from  average 
to  good.  No  shortage  of  farm  labor  was  reported  and  transportation,  while 
not  equal  to  prewar  years,  proved  adequate  though  expensive. 


As  new-Crop  nuts  came  to  market  carry-over  stocks ‘from  the  1-946 
harvest  were  estimated  at  6,100  short  tons,  unshelled  basis.  Thi6  figure 
represents  a  decrease  in  stocks  of  3,200  tons  during  the  past  two  months. 
This  tonnage,  for  the  most  part,  was  utilized  Tor  oil  crushing,  ihe  heavy 
demand  for  filberts  for  oil  appears  to  account  for  the  disposal  of  so  l^^^ge 
a  part  of  the  record  breaking  crop  of  1946.  The  present  carry-over  estimate 
indicates  a  total  of  41,700  tons  had  been  disposed  of  during  the  marketing 
year.  Exports  accounted  for  a  relatively  minor  part  of  tha,t  total. 


The  1947-48  export  season  to  most  of  the  trade  looks  rather  poor  at._ 
this  time.  A  little  business  has  been  done  with  South  Africa  and  Australia 
but  most  other  buying  countries  have  held  off  pending  price  developments  in 
Spain  and  Tui’key.  Practically  no  inquiries  are  reported  from  the  United 
States  and  to  date  no  transactions  have  been  reported.  The  prices 
f.o.b.,  Naples  for  shelled,  long  selected  were  |50  per  220  pounds';  $53^00 
for  extra  select  and- $115.00  for  Giffoni  or  Avellino.  Some  business  from 
the  Naples-Avellino  district  to  Switzerland  is  anticipated  as  well  as  with 
some  of  the  smaller  western  European  countries. 


The  oil  mills  have  been  showing  less  interest  in  filberts  during  the 
past  2  months.  It  appears  likely,  however,  that  most  of  the  old-crop 
filberts  will  be  utilized  for  that  purpose.  A  rumor  has  been  circulating 
in  both  districts  to  the  effect  that  larger  imports  of  oilseeds  from  abroad 
are  to  be  expected,  however,  the  same  rumor'has  been  heard- before  ana  may 
be  an  attempt  to  force  growers  to  sell  at  lower  prices.^  It  is  noted  that 
the  large  importation  of  oilseeds  always  fails  to  .materialize  and  that 
crushers  continue  to  sell  nut-oil.  The  new-crop  olive  oil  is  still  60  days 
from  the  market  and  may  change  the  outlook  when  it  finally  becomes  avail¬ 
able. 

Spaini  The  1947  preliminary  estimate  of  filbert  production  in^l9^in 
is  35 ,200  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  the  same  as  was  forecast  in  August. 
The  stimate  is  the  largest  since  1944  and  the  third  largest  in  the  past 
twenty  years.  The  estimate  is  nearly  twice  as  large  as  that  for  the  two 
preceding  years  and  exceeds  the  5“y6ar  (1941‘‘45)  average 'Of  22,900  tons 
by  54  percent  and  the  10-year  (1936-45)  average  of  24,600  tons  by  43 
percent .  ' 

The  growing  conditions  during  most  of  the  season  were  favorable  for 
the  oro duct ion  of  a  large  crop.  Some  areas  reported  a  shortage  of  soil 
moisture  which  in  turn  resulted  in  excessive  drop  and  the  failure  of  nuts 
in  those  areas  from  sizing  properly.  Prior  to  this,  growers  were  very 


--4  -* 


optimistic  about  the  probable  harvest  and  slightly  higher  est iraates  were 
being  made.  The  second  ha.lf  of  August  and  the  first  half  of  September 
brought  heavy  rains  v/hich  in  some  areas  did  more ‘damage -than  good.  In 
isolated  cases  damage  estimtes  ran  as  -high  as  20-^ percent.  The  nuts  are 
mostly  of  smaller  size's  but  of  good  quality.  It  is  estimated  that  there 
are  2,500,000  filbert  trees  in  bearing  in  allof  Spain;  a  figure  that  tns 
remained  more  or  less  constant  during  the  past  decade. 

The  carry-over  stocks  on  hand  v;hen  new-crop  nuts  became  available  were 
estimated  at  7,300  short  tons,  unshelled  basis;  a  decline  of  1,800  tons  from 
the  August  1  estimate.  The  194^-47  export 'season  was  one  of  the  poorest  on 
record  v;ith  less  than  900  tons  being  actually  exported  to  foreign  sources. 
Exports  v;ere’ to  United  States,  United  Kingdom,  Sv;itzerland,  Canada,  South 
American  countries  and  Tangier,  There  were  also  a  few  small  lots  sent  to 
Spanish  Morocco,  'Most  of  the  exports  were  during  the  last  part  of  the  sea¬ 
son. 

The  1947-48  export  season  faces  many  of  the  same  hindrances  of  the 
previous  one.  The  domestic  high  price  of  Spanish  filberts  compared  v/ith 
those  of  other  competing  countries  practically  precludes  export.  In 
addition,  the  Spanish  Government  has  set  minimum  export  prices  v;hich  are 
higher  than  the  export  market  will  accept.  Many  discussions  have  been  had 
betwen  grower-exporter  groups  and  the  Government ,  and  many  plans  offered  as 
a  possible^  solution.  Up  to  mid-October,  however,  no  definite  plan  of  action 
has  been  devised.  One  of  the  most  favored  suggestions  on  the  part  of  grower- 
exporter  groups  has  been  the  so-called  "combined  account,"  The  exporter 
receives  a  certain  percentage  of  the  resulting  foreign  exchange  from  export  " 
shipments  to  be  used  for  an  import  transaction  on  vjhich  he  would  make  up 
the  loss  he  might  incur  on  an  export  shipment  in  meeting  foreign  competition. 
This  system  was  used  with  some  degree  of  success  last  season  in  Italy,  The 
Government,  hovjever,  has  not  yet  agreed  to  such  a  scheme. 

The  Government  tiad  not  announced  the  new  official  minimum  export 
prices  when  the  nev/  season  opened.  Exporters  on  October  24  quoted  prices 
ranging  from  $63*00  to  $66,00  for  220  pounds,  unshelled,  GIF  Nev/ York  to 
$138..00  to  $143*00  for  220  pounds  of  shelled.  It  will  be  noted  these 
prices  are  far  in  excess  of  those  being  quoted  in  Turkey  and  Italy.  It 
appears  very  unlikely  therefore  that  under  present  conditions  very  much 
business  will  be  done  in  the  United  States.  Many  members  of  the  trade  now 
feel  tiiat  most  of  the  crop  will  have  to  be  sold  in  the  domestic  market. 

There  appears  to  be  little  likelihood  of  filberts  being  used  for  oil  this 
season  'since  the  olive  oil  output  will  be  a  large  one, 

Turkey;  The  1947  preliminary  estimate  of  filbert  production  in  Turkey 
is  60,500  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  v;ith  90,000  tons  in  1946 
(revised)  and  33»000  tons  in  1945*''  estimate  exceeds  the  5**y®®r  (1941- 
45)  average  of  49j600  tons  by  22  percent  and  the  10-year  (1936-45)  average 
of  53|200  tons  by  14  percent.  The  estimate  exceeds  the  earlier  forecast. 
Final  outturn  checks  show  that'  the  1946  crop  was  the  largest  on  record 
and  that  it  exceeded  the  trade’s  estimates  by  a  sizable  tonnage. 


A  recent  report  indicates  that  there  are  between  148)000  and  l60,000 
acres  of  filberts  in  solid  plantings  and  about  the  same  acreage  in  scattered 
plantings  having  from  a  few  trees  to  almost  solid  plantings.  The  filbert 
area  is  along  the  Black  Sea  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  country.  It 
extends  from  the  shore  of  the  Black  Sea  l6  to  22  miles  inland. 

Turkey  was  the  only  filbert  producing  country  which  did  not  have  a 
carry-over  from  the  previous  harvest.  Disposal  of  the  large  1946  harvest 
appears  to  have  been  satisfactorily  concluded. 

Exports  during  the  1946-47  season  totaled  31; 594  short  tons  of  shelled 
filberts  and  4.247  tons  of  unshelled.  The  total  export  on  an  unshelled 
basis  would  be  about  83)200  tons  which  would  leave  6,800  tons  foi  domestic 
consumption.  The  exports  represent  92  percent  of  the  total ^harvest . 
Sv/itzerland,  United  States,  United  Kingdom,  S'weden,  and  Belgium  were  the 
principal  destinations  for  shelled  nuts  v;hile  Palestine,  Iraq,  and  Egypt 
accounted  for  most  of  the  unshelled  exports.  The  trade  appears  to  be 
fairly  optimistic  regarding  disposal  of  the  1947  harvest  though  fulxy 
aware  of" bearish  factors  in  the  export  market.  They  believe  that  the  in¬ 
crease  in  the  world  supply  :of  copra  and  other  oils  will  lower  the  demand 
by  some  countries  for  filberts  to.  be  u'sed  for-  oil.  Another  factor  which 
has  not  been  fully  apparent  until  recently  is  that  the  minimum  export  price 
is  too  low  in  comparison  with  domestic  prices  for  filberts,  consequently^ 
actual  export  prices  will  strengthen.  Recent  quotations  to  the  United  states 
have  already  reflected  this;  increase .  The  minimum  export  prices  annoniicec. ^  by 
the  Union  of  Filbert  Exporters  early  in  the  season  were  shelled,  standard 
quality,  $75.00  per  220  pounds;  shelled,  fair  average  quality  .$70.00  per 
220  pounds;  unshelled,  round  large  $40«30  psr  220  pounds;  unshelled  natural 
$38.30  per  220  pounds^  All  prices  are^f.o.b.,  Istanbul.  Ocean  freight 
from  Istanbul  to  United  States  north  Atlantic  ports  is  $35*00  per  ton 
weight  or  measurement.  ' 
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Ul'JITED  STAIES;  Imports  for  consumption  of  shelled  and  unshelled  filberts 
from  specified  countries,  1946-47 >  with  comparisons 


Year  a/ 

Italy 

Spain 

Turkey 

Other 

countries 

Total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

SHEIiED 

Average  - 

1942-1946 

62 

352 

2,437 

37 

2,888 

1937-1946 

93 

201 

1,492 

36 

1,822 

Annual  - 

1942-43 

0 

0  . 

27 

0 

27 

1943-44 

0 

559 

17 

0 

576 

1944-45 

0 

1,191 

2,989 

0 

4,180 

1945-46 

178 

6 

4,231 

180 

4,595 

1946-47 

133 

1 

4,921 

5 

5,060 

UNSHELLED 

Average  - 

1942-1946 

392 

62 

2 

0 

456 

1937-1946 

318 

32 

1 

1 

352 

Annual  - 

1942-43 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1943-44 

0 

6 

0 

0 

6 

1944-45 

0 

16 

0 

0 

16 

1945-46 

361 

220 

8 

0 

589 

1946-47 

1,600 

69 

0 

0 

1,669 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


a/  Crop-year  basis,  September-August. 


FN  7-47 


3S8.I  . 


FOREIGN  agriculture  CIRCULAR 

-  'OFFICE  OF  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  RELATIOMS 
UN  ITED  STATES  DEPARTM  ENT  O F  AG Rl CULTU R  E 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  ■  ' 


k  1  19^'/  ■ 

November  17^.1947 

II 


ygi  «i&it«>> 


*1.'IEDITERRANEAN  BASIN  SHELLED  ALJ^HD  PRODUCTICB 
FORECAST  UNCHAl^IGED  . 


The  1947  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  production  in  the  six  lead' 
ing' foreign  commercial  producing  countries  is  75jlOO  short  tons  compared  with 
71,700^ tons  in  1946  (revised),  and.  69 >700  tons  in  1945. 


This  exceeds  the  5-year  (1941-45)  average  of  63>400  tons  by  18  percent,  and 
the  10-year  (1936-45)  average  of  65, 800^ tons  by  14  percent  and  is  the  third 
largest  output  since  1929.  The  present  estimate  shows  a  substantial  increase  in 
production  over  last  year  for  Italy,  and  a  modest  increase  for  France  but 
declines  for  all  other  producing  countries. 


ALMONDS,  SHELLED:  Estimated. commercial. production  in  specified 
countries,  1947  with  comparisons 
(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Country 

{.'  Avei 

11  1941-1945 

_ 

1936-1945 

■  1945 

1946  ^ 

■  1947  2/ 

li  Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

ij  tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

France, . 

.  ii  700 

600 

500 

o 

o 

b/  1,000 

French  Morocco . 

.  !!  1,600 

2,400 

3,300 

2,400 

b/  1,000 

Iran . 

.  11  5,700 

6,800 

6,600 

7,700 

b/  5,500 

Italy . . 

.  11  28,200 

29,500 

50,600 

33,000 

44,600 

Portugal . 

.  11  1,700 

2,400 

2,300 

3,700 

b/  1,000 

Spain.  ,• . 

.  11  25,500 

24,100 

26,400 

^4,200 

V  22,000 

Foreign  total . . 

.  li  63,400 

65,800 

89,700 

^  7.1,.700 

75,100 

U.S.  -  ‘Unshelled’ . 

.  11  17,800 

16,200 

23,800 

b/  37,800 

29,700 

Compiled  from  Trade  and  Official  sources, 
^Preliminary.  ^Revised, 


Growing  conditions  this  season  have  varied  from  very  unsatisfactory  in 
Portugal  to  very  good  in  Italy,  In  French  Morocco  growing  conditions  were  good 
until  May  'when  locusts  practically  destroyed  the  entire  crop  in  some  sections. 
The  crop  in  Spain,  Portugal  and  France ,  turned  out  a  little  better  than 
anticipated  in  June,  v;hile  in-  Iran  it  failed  to,  come  up  to  expe'ctations.  The 

■^This  .is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 

prospects  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Committee  on 
Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  statistics.  For  this  report,  the  Committee  was  com¬ 
posed  of  J, A,  Becker,  Chairman,  C,M,  Pufves,-  and  W,R,  Schreiber. 
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quality  of  the  nuts  for  the  entire  group  is  about  average  but  in  the  minor 
producing  countries  it  is  a  little  below. 

The  1947-48  marketing  season  opened  with  an  estimated  carry-over  of 
15^000  tons  available  in  the  six  exporting  countries,  or  about  20  percent 
of  the  estimated  production  in  1946.  The  largest  carry-over  v;as  in  Spain 
where  it  is  thought  some  7,700  tons  remained,  and  the  second  largest  in 
Italy  vdth  6,000  tons.  Since  most  of  the  carry-over  is  of  grade  and 
quality  not  readily  acceptable  to  Ihited  States  importers,  it  is  doubtful 
if  any  of  this  tonnage  vdll  reach  United  States  markets.  It  appears 
probable  that  most  of  the  carry-over  wdll  be  disposed  of  in  the  domestic 
markets. 

The  Mediterranean  Basin  export  market  for  almonds  during  the  1946-47 
season  was  not  favorable.  Exports  of  all  countries  were  considerably 
belowr  prewar  years.  Complete  export  data  for  these  countries  are  not  yet 
available;  however,  on  the  basis  of  trade  estimates  it  is  obvious  that 
they  v/ill  be  far  below  normal.  Spain,  v;hich  had  difficulty  exporting 
because  of  high  domestic  prices  most  of  the  season  finally  was  able  to 
export  a  fair  tonnage  during  the  summer  months,  mostly  to  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  bulk  of  last  year's  output  in  these  countries  was  utilized 
domestically,  A  very  heavy  percentage  of  Italy's  harvest  went  to  oil 
crushers. 


UNITED  STATES;  Imports  for  consumption  of  shelled  and  unshelled  almonds 
from  specified  countries,  September-August  1946-47,  v;ith  comparisons 

(Short  tons) 


French 
'  Morocco 

Other 

Year 

;  Iran 

Italy 

Portugal 

Spain 

coun¬ 

tries 

Total 

Shelled 

Average: 

1942-46 _ _ 

16 

43 

712 

769 

4,619 

28 

6,187 

1937-46 . 

15 

78 

540 

487 

2,430 

97 

3,647 

Annual; 

1942-43..... 

1 

100 

0 

480 

14 

21 

616 

1943-44 . 

0 

14 

0 

1,271 

6,930 

39 

8,254 

1944-45 . - 

;  '  15 

4 

0 

1,218 

8,061 

27 

9,325 

1945-46 . 

28 

47 

1,508 

688 

7,140 

26 

9,437 

1946-47 . 

34 

51 

2,054 

187 

950 

25 

3,301 

1947-48  V. .  ; 

0 

0 

87 

5 

21 

w 

113 

Iln  shelled 

Average: 

1943—46 . i 

0 

0 

1 

5 

201 

2 

209 

1937-46.....  ; 

0 

0 

1 

3 

100 

1 

105 

Annual: 

1942-43 . ; 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1943-44 . i 

0 

0 

0 

14 

425 

0 

439 

1944-45 . : 

0 

0 

0 

11 

170 

0 

181 

1945-46 . i 

0 

0 

0 

0 

263 

5 

268 

1946—47 

0 

0 

6 

0 

145 

6 

157 

1947-48  a/. .  ; 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Census „ 
^Month,  September  only,  ^Less  than  one-half  ton. 
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The  1^47-48  marketing  .year  -'cbuntries,  now'in-'dts /third- month, 

gives  promise  of  being  the  siowest'-lrii’many  tyea'rs  :as  .exports  are 

concerned.  The,  trade  in,  Spain  reports  Te\^r  inquiries  have  bee'n  received 
lor  this  period  of  the.marketingiyear-.thah-- at'-any'‘tirae^  decade. 

in  Italy,  a  few  inquiries  have  been  reported  but  business  is  slow. 

ihe  same  applies,  in  Iran  and.-thevminor-prbducing- 6 ouhtries'  arb  not  con--  ■ 

aWnt^^  f  -l^Bmall-thisyear;--  The^  dome  Stic,  price  of  Spanish 

almonds  is  too  high  to  attract  much  business  and  unless  some  assistance 

irom  the  Spanish  government  is  forthcoming,  .-little^  ex^rt  Justness  is 

anticipatGa,  .  ..  .-j.  .v  .  , 

-f »  •  i  ' 

One  of  the  reasons  business  has  been  slow  this  sea"son  is  that  many 
of  the  countries_buying  almonds  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin  are  placing 

of  ,  non-essential  ite.ms,  among  them  fruits  and 
L  shortage  of  foreign  exchange 'in’ these  countries  is 

■  Italv  Ld^S^a^  the  restrictions.  Inflation  in  the  two  principal  countries, 
hnSL  ??  priqes  to  levels  higher  than  those  in  the 

Jnited  btates  in, most  ^.grades,  and  consequently  importers  in  the  , 

ni  ed  Statps  are  hpsitant  to-  make  commitments,  especially  in  the  face 
01  a  I'^rge  Oalifornia  crop.-  v  .  ”  • 

Ir^nce:  The  1947  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled-almond  production 

compared  with  700  tons  in  I946  (revised) 
o?  700  t  estimate,  exceeds -the  -^-year,  (.4941-45)  aS 

bv  I7  J  T  ty  43  percent ,  and  the  10-year  (1936-45)  aT*age  of  60,0-'tons 
by  67  percent.  Tnis  year’s  production  equals,  that  of  1944  which  was  the 
largest  since  1935  'when  l,po  tons  were  produced.  '  - 

f*ny.  reported  tliat  growing  conditions  all  season  were  very  favorable 

thev  addition,  the  trees,  were  given  much  better  care  than 

!uch  ^any  years,  since  the  high  prevailing  prices  rendered 

such  added  attention  profitable.  Almond  trees  in  France  have  been. neglected 
for  years  and  very  little  new  planting,  has  taken  place  in  the  past  tw^ 
decades.  No  material  cnange , in  the  limited,  output  in  the  future  is  antic i- 

and  production  is  insufficient  for  normal  domestic -faquir ements 

_nd  France  has .  been  importing  . almonds  from  French -Moroc  co  and  Italy,,-  It  -  '' 
IS  reported -b.y  trade  aohrces  that  at  least  1,650  short  tons  of  shelled  nuts 
ll,.be.  imported  from  Italy  this  season  at  a  price  of  about  200  francs  per 

(about  7^  U. 8.  cents  per  po’ond).  During  October,  domestic  almonds 
ere  selling,  in^the  wholesale  market  at  Aix-en-Pro.venceiht  5OG  frahcs  per  2.2 
^  $1.-91 'U. Sc  per  pound)  with  very  strong  demand  indicates* 

..that  the  local  supply  would  shortly  be  exhauste(i_  This  .-extremely  high-'nrice 
gives. a  good  indication  of  France’s  inf lation^^‘\5lrf^Y?-a’s  no  carry-over  from 
he  previous  crop.  The  sale  of  almonds  now  is  largely  in  the  hands  of 
small  operators,  usually  small  fruit,  and  vegetable  shops,  as  the  larger 
prewar  operators  are- finding  it  difficult  to  -obtain  fair  size  quantities 
for  shipment,  to  the  larger  cit.ies.  . 


t 


.  a 

French  Morocco {  The  1947  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled-almond  pro¬ 
duction  in  French  Morocco  is  1,000  short  tons,  compared  with  2,400  tons  in 
1946  and  3 >300  tons  in  1945*  The  estimate,  the  second  smallest  in  the  past 
decade,  is  38  percent  szrialler  than  the  5-year  (1941-45)  average  of  1,600 
tons^  and  58  percent  smaller  than  the  10-year  (1936-45)  average  of  2,400  tons,. 

Growing  conditions  were  very  good  until  Aprils  but  swarms  of  locusts 
invaded  the  more  important  almond  areas,  such  as  the  Souss  Valley  and  did 
considerable  damage.  In  some  districts  in  the  Souss  Valley  the  crop  was  a 
complete  failure-.  In  I\feLrrakech  there  was  no  locust  damage,  and  an  abundant 
crop  of  good  quality  was  harve'sted;  this  is  a  minor  producing  area,  however. 

By  the  first  of  October  only  slightly  over  440  tons  had  been  moved  into 
commiercial  channels. 

The  season  opened  with  no  carry-over  from  the  1946  crop.  Domestic  con¬ 
sumption  in  the  Protectorate  is  normally  equivalent  to  about  1,000  tons,, 
v/hich  Vifould  indicate  few  if  any  exports.  The  price  of  shelled  almonds,  f .o.b. 
Casablanca,  is  reported  at  490  francs  per  2,2  pounds,  all  taxes  paid  (about 
fl.87  U»S.  per  pound),  and  is  expected  to  rise  still  higher.  The  Protectorate 
government  has  taken  no  steps  to  prevent  exportation,  and  expectation  is  that 
by  the  end  of  November  all  available  supplies  will  be  exported  to  France. 
During  the  1946-47  marketing  season  there  were  practically  no  exports  to 
countries  other  than  France  because  of  the  very  high  prices. 

Iran;  The  Iranian  1947  preliminary  estimate  for  shelled-almond  produc¬ 
tion  is  5>500  short  tons,  a  downward  revision  from  the  June  30  forecast. 

The  1946  estimate  v/as  7,700  tons,  and  that  for  1945  was  6,600  tons.  The 
estimate  is  4  percent  less  than  the  5-year  (1941-45)  average  of  5'»700  tons 
and  19  percent  less  than  the  10-year  (1936-45)  average  of  6,800  tons. 


As  harvest  progressed  it  was  discovered  that  the  damage  caused  by  hail 
and  frost  in  Tabriz  and  other  northern  areas  was  more  severe  than  at  first 
estiraated.  Early  in  the  season  it  was  thought  Isfahan  had  largely  escaped 
frost  damage  at  blossoming  but  as  harvest  progressed  it  was  discovered  some 
districts  had  s-offered  severe  damage.  T^e  quality  of  Iranian  nuts  is  reported 
to  be  below  average  this  season. 


The  complete  export  season  statistics  are  not  available  at  this  time  but 
during  the  first  nine  months  totaled  4>272  short  tons  of  shelled  nuts.  India 
was  the  destination  for  2,618  tons.  The  U.S.S.R.  is  officially  listed  for 
839  tons,  though  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  country  actually  received  a 
much  larger  tonnage  vjhich  had  not  yet  been  recorded..  The  balance  went  to 
C  ■  10  other  countries  including  the  United  States  which  is  reported  to  have 

purchased  12  tons.  The  trade  estimates  that  the  season’ s . total  exports  will 
total  4>900  short  tons  and  domestic  consumption  about  2,100  tons.  The  carry¬ 
over  is  expected  to  be  700  short  tons,,  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier. 

The  exports  in  the  season  now  underway  are  expected  to  be  a  little  smaller 
than  in  the  one  just  closed.  The  unsettled  political  situation  in  India,  the 
principal  outlet  for  Iranian  almonds,  seems  to  have  cut  down  inquiries  from 
that  country  and  as  a  consequence  prices  are  weakening  on  a  dull  market.  No 
inquiries  have  been  received  to  date  from  United  States  sources  according  to 
soma  members  of  the  trad,e».  Assuming  domestic  consumption  remains  the  same, 
some  3>300  short  tons  will  be  available  for  export  this  season,  or  about  75 
percent  of  what  is  now  thought  to  have  been  exported  last  season. 


k 
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It^;  The  1947  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled-almond  production  in 
IS  44,600  short  tons,  compared  with  33,000  tons  in  1946  and  50,600  tons 
in  19^5.  ihe  estimate  exceeds  the  5-year  (1941-45)  average  of  28,200  tons  by 
58  percent  and  the  10-yeai  (1936-45)  average  of  29,500  tons  by  51  percent, 
me  estimate  is  the  third  largest  in  the  pasf  quarter  of.  a  century  and  is 
exceeded  only  by  the  all-time  record  in  1945  of  50,600  -tons,  and  that  of  1929 
w  en  45,500  tons  v/ere  produced.  The  estimate  for  the  Bari  district  (Apulia- 
Abruzzi-Molise  remains  unchanged  at-24,200  tons.  Sicily  likewise  remains 
^changed  at  20,400  tons.  The  harvest  was  delayed  by  two  to  three  weeks  by 
the  weather  in  the  Bari  district.  ' 

As  the  new  crop  came  to  market,  the  carry-over  from  the,  1946  harvest 
was  estimated  at  6,000  short  tons,  mostly  in  the  hands  of  growers  who  held 

^  against  inflation.  In  the  Bari  district  it  was  esti¬ 

mated  some  4,400  short  tons  remained  and  the  balance  was  in  Sicily  The 

represents  a  decline  of  3,000  tons  from  Tune  30  stocks, 
me  bulk  of  tnis  tonnap  is  believed  to  have  been  taken  by  the  oil  mills. 

Complete  export  data  for  the  1946-47  season  are  not  available  at  this 
timp.  Exppts,  however,  were  considerably  less  than  prewar.  Czechoslovakia 
^edp,  and  Sivitzerland  vjere  the  principal  buyers  in  the  Pari  district.  In  ' 

me'inl’k"or/T  United  States  and  South  American  countries, 

me  bulk  of  last  year's  crop  went  to  oil  mills  and  other  domestic  users. 

marketing  season  appears  to’  have  gotten  off  to  a  very  slow 
start.  Thus  far,  foreign  inquiries  have  been  few,  and  for  very  limited 
quantitiep-  Foreign  buyers  report  a  gradual  tightening  up  by  their  govern- 
ments  on  foreign  exchange  which  can  be  used  for  purchase ’of  items  like  nuts. 

amnunt  of  governmental  details  makes  business  slow. 
Czechoslovakia,  Sweden,  and  Switzerland,  which  were  the  heaviest  buyers  last 
season  are  under  compensation  agreements  with  Italy  which  should  result  in 

of  business.  However,  many  exporters  are  not  too  well  pleased 
by  this  typ  of  deal  as  it  imposes  a  burden  to  find  foreign  merchandiL  in 
i  acceptable  to  the  Italian  government,  secure  permission  for 

pd  either  pes  up  the  exporters’  funds  or  necessitates  a  bank  loan.  Bank 

tightened  by  the  governm.ent  so  that  a  further  complication 
0  e  met.  The  tightening  of  loans  v;as  put  into  effect  by  the  goverrunent 
o  c  eck  against  inflation  which  has  been  increasing. 

Levant  Fair  in  Bari  in  September,  the  exporters  placed  before 
ir  I^alip  officials  their  rather  serious  problem  and  asked  assistance 

in  finding  markets  for  their  produce.  One  of  the  most  important  exporter 
poposals  was  that  the  government  approach  Allied  occupation  authorities  in 
Gpmny  with  a  plan  permitting  that  country  to  obtain  some  Italian  almonds. 

1  tms  arranpment  can  be  made  successfully  it  would  provide  a  large  outlet 
or  Italian  almonds  of  which  prewar  Germany  was  by  far  the  largest  buyer, 
nni?  an  outlet  would  absorb  practically  all  the  remaining  ex-' 

pppie  spplus  and  supply  valuable  food  to  the  Germans.  As  this  report  is 
written  nothing  definite  has  com.e  of  this  oroposal. 

Some  exporters  in  both  districts  feel  that  barter-type  deals  will  be 
or  coming  shortly ,  and  that  the  season  may  yet  turn  out  brighter  than  it 
s  appeared  so  far.  The  French  purchase  of  1,650  tons  still  in  the  nefeotiating 
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stage  vjill  stimulate  the  Sicilian  market  somewhat.  Belgium  has  purchased 
sparingly  in  Sicily  while  Denmark  bought  a  fevj  small  parcels  in  Bari,  A 
compensation  agreement  was  recently  ma,de  by  Sicily  with  Holland  involving 
exchange  of  almonds  for  alcohol.  Norway  recently  exchanged  codfish  for 
Sicilian  almonds.  Some  comment  is  heard  to  the  effect  that  Italian  prices 
at  present  are  too  high,  but  prices  in  Italy  today  are  the  most  attractive 
of  any  country  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin, -and  it  is  believed  that  factors 
other  than  price  are  delaying  export  sales.  It  is  true  the  ’’export  dollar” 
is  at  a  loiver  level  than  a  few  months  ago,  which  does  increase  the  dollar 
cost  of  Italian  almonds. 


In  Bari,  f.o.b,  prices  per  220  pounds  during  October  vrere  as  follows: 


Prima  Bari 

ft  « 

tr  ff 


clean 

superior 

handpicked 

graded 


$90.00 

92.00 

93.00 

95.00 


In  Sicily  the  prices  were  a  little  higher  for  comparable  grades  in  terms  of 
lire,  though  so  far  exporters  have  not  found  a  need  for  giving  quotations  in 
United  States  dollars  due  to  the  lack  of  inquiry  from  this  country. 


One  bright  aspect  of  this  season  seems  to  be  an  increasing  demend  f rom_  _ 
the  Italian  candy  and  pastry  trades.  These  trades  are  showing  considerable 
interest  in  the  select  type,  which  is  also  the  type  generally  bought  by 
United  States  importers.  It  is  thought  that  this  new  domestic  demand  will 
off set, at  least  in  part,  the  lack  of  United  States  orders  in  Sicily  this  sea¬ 
son.  Dealers  are  a  little  pessimistic  about  this  demand  for  select  as  they 
often  find  it  necessary  to  purchase  10  bags  of  orchard  run  to  obtain  1  bag 
of  select  and  then  dispose  of  9  bags  of  ordinary  grade  almonds. 

Portugal;  The  1947  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled-almond  production 
in  Portugal  is  revised  upv/ard  to  1,000  short  tons,  compared  v;ith  3}700  tons 
in  1946  (revised),  and  2,300  tons  in  1945.  The  estim.ate  is  only  59  percent 
of  the  5-year  (1941-45)  average  of  1,700  tons,  and  42  percent  of  the  10-year 
(1936-45)  average  of  2,400  tons.  The  estimate  is  the  second  smallest  in  the 
past  Qi^arter  of  a  century.  The  poorest  crop  during  this  period  was  200  tons 
in  1941.  As  the  harvest  v/as  completed,  it  was  discovered  that  this  year’s 
crop  was  about  evenly  distribute,d  between  Douro  and  Algarve  districts. 

The  new  season  opened  with  carry-over  stocks  of  about  600  tons,  most 
of  vjhich  were  in  the  Algarve  district.  Complete  export  data  suring  the  season 
just  closed  are  not  available  but  for  the  first  five  months  of  1947  a  total 
of  740  tons  were  shipped  abroad  of  which  the  United  States  received  187  tons, 
and  Belgium  I70  tons. 

The  I947-4B  export  season  has  started  off  rather  slovdy  and  promises  to 
be  .  poor.  The  probable  exportable  surplus  is  less  ttan  a  third  of  the 
pre\ LOUS  year.  Foreign  inquiries  to  date  have  been  few.  It  is  expected 
Belgium  will  be  the  principal  buyer  this  season.  Scandinavian  and  Dutch 
importers  have  made  inquiries  but  so  far  have  been  unable  to  obtain  import  — 
permits.  Little  business  with  the  United  States  is  expected. 
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Spaln~ls^?g  non*  estimate  of  shelled-almond  production  in 

§-194^  ThfLtf™^  «Ph  24.200  tons  in  1946  and  26,400  tons 

of  P^^trin  estimte  is  14  percent  smaller  tian  the  5-year  (194I-45)  averaee 

pf  4,  tte  10-year  (1936-45)  averahro? 

ThP^e^t  “+■  estimate  is  slightly  larger  than  the  forecast  on  Junf  30 

:a1eI^:r6MoO  tt:-iTS4l;’"“*^-  -P-  ^-1®  ®- 

good.  2,800  tons.  The  q^uallty  Is  reported 

Carry-over  stocks  on  Septenber  1  were  estimafpri  a+  v  vnn  u  4.  j. 

th“lm:s*'1lio“Lf°  talance^:n“irdjk'rih:::d\:t“:k*^ 

were  estimated  at1“ol  season 

hSL:r:*o:^;  illr^  a::7ory:t““^K^Tis 

tir^LrpaT  k” 

S  S£Fr«”-v“'"“-- 

£zE;  r ... 

consumption  is  eSSteHr^^yortonst^*  "*"”**" 


o: 


;ss 


in  siJht  marketing  season  opened  with  practically  no  export  busine- 

in  sight.  Prices  were  again  higher  tha.n  the  principal  cornnetiSr  Tt^iv 

import  pfrmUs  ?or  United  Kingdom  had  announced  ni  more 

seLon's  3nr.jj T  almonds  would  be  granted,  which  closed  the  door  to  last 

have  restricteflmnrk  t  countries  trying  to  stabilize  their  currencies 

crop  exDort!?s  ®®all  Percentage  of  prewar.  The  large  California 

Growks  in  Spain  are^Itill^holdln^^'f 7  business  from  the  United  States, 

for-  qr^-nit,h  1  !  sTiil  holding  for  high  prices  which  makes  it  impossible 

coLfSraWv  ?houar„^b  °T1*  '«®  ®®®®a 

M  K^’u  ilough  other  foods  are  still  in  short  supply.  The  subsidy  of 
prices  L^nrionger'opereuve! 

syste^'^wLfew'^r  the  establishment  of  the  ^combined  account" 

tolIpknLdLtfcS^InL^rf '  """" 

country.  ?t  irealf?hot  tf  eeeential  or  necessary  to  the  economy  of  the 
33  and^*^  f  ^  ^  percentage  of  such  exchange  would  vary  between 

33  and  75  percent,  depending  on  the  article  to  be  imported.  The  otLr  nlar 

Snanish^"'^^  ^  peseta  to  enable  Spain  to  compete  with  Italy.  The 

Sr“:fr^”L“yti^!*  PPcposals^'and  tt  export 
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UNlVERSlTfffr^tWO®.  1948 

1948  BRAZIL  NUT  F0R2CAST  LOWER 


Of  Br.^il1fl9^”oo'1SS  »>■«  B«B1« 

194?  (revlsei)  and  27.500  tons’ln  1946^  30,300  tons  In 

lO-year  (1936-45)  ararage  0113  soJ’tt’  w  ffr”®  ”*1“'  ^6. 

Of  azporta  to  tha  Onlted  States  dnrln|  wf^  y^aja  suspension  ' 

forecast  with  any  degree  of  aocuiatoy  the  ouantit,  ''®°  early  to 

son  from  BslaE,  leading  Beobera  of  the  trad*  iurlng  the  sea- 

about  13,300  tons,  nn^elled  basis  Th^  t.  “tielpatlng 
such  as  Banaos.  "ill  oome  from  up  rlver^lafs 

-«36imted  commercial  production  la 

(sfeed  1948  *lto  comparisons 

(Hounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 

'  ■ — I — - _ Unsbelled  bast s 


Year 


Brazil 


Bolivia 


Averages 

;>9a.H5 

Ammial 

"1^ 

1937 

1938 
.  1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943  _ 

1944  • 

1945 

1946 

1947  V 

1948  ^ 


Short  tons 

23,800 

9,000 


40-»i00 
25, 900 
41',  500 
40-,B00 
44',  200 
17,000 

14.500 
.  3*600 

3,300 

6,800 

27.500 

30.300 

19.300 


Total 


Short  tons 

2.900 

1.900 


2,900 

3,100 

5,300 

4,600 

3,400 

7,700 

l,7CO 

0 

0 

100 

0 

100 
100 


Short  tons 

•  26,700 
10,900 


43,000 

29,000 

46,800 

45.400 
47,600 
24,700 
16,200 

3,600 

3,300 

6,900 

27,500 

30.400 

19.400 


on  tha  basinf^mciaf^StLticrorforei^®^^^ 


a/  Preliminary  estimate  reyised.  ^  Preliminary 


forecast. 


The  decline  in  the  forecast  of  the  current  year’s  output  is  attributed 
primarily  to  the  prevailing  low  price.  The  nuts  collected  in  the  more  in¬ 
accessible  places  will  not  be  brought  into  shipping  centers  because  of ^ the 
high  cost  of  collection  and  transportation.  The  lowest  price,  f,o,b,  Brazil 
reached  during  the  1947  reason  was  25  cents  per  pound  for  shelled  nuts  and 
at  present  the  price  is  around  2ft  cents.  The  increased  costs  in  the  Basin 
makes  a  price  of  at  least  3^  cents  or  better  necessary  to  make  the  deal 
sufficiently  attractive  to  bring  nuts  out  of  the  more  remote  areas.  Another 
factor  influencing  the  size  of  this  year’s  crop  is  that  it  is  the  off  year, 
though  this  factor  is  actually  less  important  than  the  price  as  there  are 
vast  areas  that  are  worked  only  xvhen  the  price  is  sufficiently  good  to  make 
it  vjorthwhile. 

The  194^-47  season  closed  with  an  estimat edft ,000  eases  (about  200  tons) 
of  shelled  nuts  still  to  be  sold.  At  present  no  interest  is  being  shown  in 
the  market  because  of  the  unfortunate  experiences  of  some  United  States 
buyers  last  season  who  bought  early  at  high  prices,  only  to  have  the  prices 
decline  sharply  later.  The  Brazilian  exporters  are  waiting  to  see  what 
demand  will  be  forthcoming  and  are  not  encouraging  a  large  collection  up 
river.  This  may  further  contribute  to  a  smaller  harvest. 


UNITE!  STATES:  Imports  of  Brazil  nuts, 
1946-47  with  comparisons 


Year  a/ 

Shelled 

V 

Unshelle'- 

i 

Brazil 

ether 

Total 

Brazil 

Other 

Total 

countries 

countries 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

Average 

1937-38/1946-47 

3,387 

88 

3,475 

6,883 

5 

6,888 

1942-43/1946-47 

Annual 

1,735 

5 

1,740 

3,728 

7 

3,735 

1937-38 

3,130 

129 

3,259 

6,348 

0 

6,348 

1938-39 

4,291 

176 

4,467 

10,277 

15 

1»,292 

1939-40 

4,8S6 

18 

4,904 

11,424 

0 

11,424 

1940-41 

7,871 

217 

8,088 

13,327 

n 

13,327 

1941-42 

5,016 

316 

5,332 

8,812 

0 

8,812 

1942-43 

2,180 

11 

2,191 

4,525 

35 

4,560 

1943-44 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1944-45 

0 

0 

0 

b/ 

0 

b/ 

1945-46 

3,054 

1 

3,055 

2,142 

0 

2,142 

1946-47 

3,439 

12 

3,451 

11,975 

0 

11,975 

1947-48  c/ 

1,901 

0 

1,901 

12,197 

0 

12,197 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
^  Crop  year  July/lune, 

_b/  Less  than  one-half  ton. 
c/  Six  months,  July -Dec ember  1947* 


•  Foreign  ]ifeirket  Notea  --  Almonds  2/ 

W.  R«  Sohreiber  Reports  on  the  Almond  oit-uation  in  Portugal 

W.  R.  Sohreiber  is  currently  in  the  ^vestern  Mediterranean  area  studying  the 
edible  tree-nut  situation  in  producing  countries  from*  the  viewpoint  of  probable 
competition  with  edible  tree  nuts  produced  in  the  United  States. 

Portuguese  Almond  Situation 

The  1948  preliminary  forecast  of  almond  production  for  Portugal  is  2,600  short 
tons,  shelled  basis,  compared  with  1,100  tons  (revised)  in  1947,  and  3,700  tons 
in  1946.  The  forecast  is  8  percent  above  the  5-year  (1942-1946)  average  of 
2,400  tons  and  the  same  as  the  10-year  (1937-1946)  average.  The  Algarve  section, 
normally  the,  largest  producer  of  almonds  in  Portugal,  is  expected  to  have  about 
2,200  short  tons  and  Douro  the  remainder. 

The  weather  during  the  February-Jfeirch  blossoming  period  was  very  satisfactory 
in  most  parts:  of  the  Algarve  area.  There  were  some  small  sections  in  Algarve 
that,  because  of  their  location, were  a  little  later  in  blossoming  and  were  caught 
by  l)©avy  rains  which  did  serious  damage.  The  growers,  trade  members,  and  Govern¬ 
ment  representatives  were  unanimous  in  their  enthusiasm  about  this  yearns  crop  and 
quality  in  Algarve.  They  believe  that  the  size  will  be  better  than  average. 

In  the  Douro  section  in  northern  Portugal,  where  the  blossoming  occurs  about 
8  to  10  days  later,  the  situation  is  not  good.  The  trees  in  most  parts  of  this 
area  were  caught  by  heavy  rains  which  resulted  in  a^ery  poor  set.  The  forecast 
for  this  section  is  about  one-half  of  a  normal  crop.  -The  nuts  are  expected  to  be 
of  good  quality  and  large  size. 

The  1947-1948  marketing  season,  now  nearing  its  close,  has  been  rather 
unsatisfactory  from  the  export  point  of  view.  Many  of  the  usual  foreign  buyers 
were  out  of  the  market  most  of  the  season.  United  States  purchases,  most  of  which 
were  made  within  the  past  3  months,  have  been  small;  but  figures  indicating  the 
exact  tonnage  exported  to  the  United  States  for  the  period  are  not  yet  available. 
Recent  sales  to  the  United  States  consisted  of  veiy  small  kernels  at  prices  of 
about  27.25  cents  (U.S.)  per  pound,  f.o.b.  Portugal.  Prices  have  been  declining 
gradually  since  the  opening, of  the  season.  It  is  estimated  that  on  May  1,  1948, 
about  1,300  short  tons,  shelled  basis,  remained  in  the  coimtry,  of  which  1,200  tons 
probably  are  in  the  Algarve  section.  The  entire  carry-over  is  in  the  hands  of 
exporters  and  middlemen. 

^  Preliminary  report  of  a  study  of  foreign  production  of  edible  tree  nuts 
conducted  under  the  provisions  of  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act. 


-  2  - 

The  outlook  for  tho  1948-49  season  seems  to  worry  the  industry  considerably, 
in  view  of  the  carry-over  and  slowness  of  foreign  demand*  Restrictive  measures 
imposed  by  the  governments  of  most  of  the  foreign  countries  interested  in  almond 
imports  have  dimmed  the  hopes  of  exporters  for  this  coming  marketing  season.  A 
ray  of  hope  was  provided  with  the  signing  of  an  agreement  with  Benelux  whereby 
1,430  short  tons  of  almonds  would  be  permitted  to  enter  these  countries.  Tho 
Agreement  does  not  compel  the  Benelux  group  to  buy  Portuguese  almonds  but  only 
provides  for  the  issuance  of  permits  for  the  importation  of  this  tonnage.  Because 
of  this  fact,  exporters  in  Portugal  are  skeptical  and  point  out  that  buyers  in 
the  Benelux  countries  must  first  bo  found--which  might  be  difficult  in  view  of 
lower  prices  in  other  Mediterranean  Basin  countrioso 

Exporters  also  derive  some  hope  from  the  European  Recovery  Plan,  pointing 
out  that  tho  United  Kingdom,  western  Germany, and  other  countries  participating 
in  the  plan  are  traditionally  the  principal  buyers  of  Portuguese  products  such 
as  almonds,  figs,  and  carobs,  Brazil,  and  possibly  some  other  South  American 
countries,  is  expected  to  enter  the  market  for  a  nominal  tonnage.  At  present, 
tho  carry-over,  plus  tho  now  crop  this  fall,  appears  to  be  a  burdensome  tonnage 
for  this  country,  causing  considerable  concern. 


UNITEP  STATES:  Imports  for  consumption  of  shelled  and 
unshollcd  almonds  from  specified  countries,  Soptombor- 
August  1946-47,  with  comparisons  (Short  tons) 


Year 

French 

Morocco 

Iran 

Italy 

Portu¬ 

gal 

Spain 

Other 

coun¬ 

tries 

Total 

Shelled 

Avo rage: 

1942-46  . 

16 

43 

712 

769 

4,619 

28 

6,187 

1937-46  . 

15 

78 

540 

487 

2^430 

97 

3^,647 

Annual; 

1942-43  . 

1 

100 

0 

480 

14 

21 

616 

1943-44  . . 

0 

14 

0 

1,271 

6,930 

39 

8,254 

1944-45  . 

15 

4 

0 

1,218 

8,061 

27 

9,325 

1945-46  . 

28 

47 

1,508 

688 

7,140 

26 

9,437 

1946-47  . 

34 

51 

2,054 

187 

950 

25 

3,301 

1947-48  a/  . 

10 

12 

2^272 

27 

1,414 

4 

3,739 

Unshelled 

Avo rage; 

1942-46  . 

0 

0 

1 

5 

201 

2 

209 

0 

0 

1 

3 

100 

1 

105 

. 

Annua 1 ; 

1942-43  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1943-44  . . 

0 

0 

0 

14 

425 

0 

439 

1944-45  . 

0 

0 

0 

11 

170 

0 

181 

1945-46  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

263 

5 

268 

1946-47  . . 

0 

0 

6 

0 

145 

6 

157 

1947-48  y  . 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

5 

^  7  months,  Sopt,  1947  through  March  1948, 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  'of  the  Census. 
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Foreign  Ikrket  Notes  --  Hazelnuts  y 


R.  Schrei'ber  Reports  on  the  Hazelnut  Situation  in  Spain 


The  1948  preliminary  forecast  of  hazelnut  production  in  Spain  is  24,000  short 
tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  v/ith  33,000  tons  in  1947  (revised)  and  18,200  tons 
in  1946.  'Hie  forecast  is  about  the  same  as  the  10-year  (1937-46)  average  of 
23,900  tons  and  8  percent  above  the  5-year  (1942-46)  average  of  22,300  tons. 


Growing  conditions  to  date  have  been  generally  satisfactory.  However,  growers 
feel  that,  in  view  of  the  exceptionally  heavy  crop  of  the  previous  year,  the  trees 
are  bound. to  be  exhausted,  and  a  smaller  crop  will  be  harvested.  Examination  of 
the  trees  bears  out  the  small-crop  forecast,  as  nearly  every  tree  observed  had  a 
very  small  set.  In  the  Heus- Tarragona  area,'  where  nearly  all  the  hazelnuts  are 
produced,  about  half  the  trees  are  irrigated. 

The  lack  of  rains  in  the  area  has  created  considerable  pessimism  among  some 
growers  and  exporters  as  to  the  production  ill  irrigated  orchards,  inasmuch  as  irri¬ 
gation  water  is  definitely  short.  They  fear  a  heavy  drop  of  immature  fruit  in 
these  orchards  may  result,  especially  if  the  summer  turns  out  to  be  exceptionally 
hot.  'Very  light  rains  and  cool  weather,  which  have  been  experienced  during  all  of 
May,  have  helped  the  situation  slightly— but  not  enough  to  affect  the  size  of  the 
crop  appreciably. 

The  numf>er  of  bearing  "trees"  in  Spain  seems  to  be  increasing  slowly.  A  large 
number  of  jievj,  small  plantings  was  observed  in  the  district.  These  plantings 
>y  averaged  less  ..than  a  half-acre  and  in  many  cases  v/ere  less  than  a  city  lot  in  the 
United  States.  It  was  stated  that  the  average  production  in  Spain  is  gradually 
working  upwards  and  that  it  may  reach  28,000  short  tons  in  the  shell  in  the  not-too- 
distant  future. 


The  estimates  of  stocks  on  hand  as  of  June  1  vary  greatly;  but  it  appears  that 
about  14,500  tons,  unshelled  basis,  remain  from  the  1947  harvest.  The  growers 
have  been  reluctant  to  sell;  and,  in  view  of  their  vast  number,  it  is  iiapossible 
for  the  trade  to  be  reasonably  certain  of  the  stocks  remaining  in  the  country. 
Growers  prefer  to  hold  hazelnuts  instead  of  currency  and,  therefore,  do  not  sell 
until  money  is  needed  for  some  purchase.  The  stocks  actually  held  by  the  exporters 
are  very  small  at  this  time. 


1/  Preliminai'y  report  of  a  study  of  foreign  production  of  edible  tree  nuts 
conducted  under  the  provisions  of  the  Research  and  liarketing  Act. 


The  1947-48  export  season  now  coming  to  a  close  was  rather  discouraging 
to  the  trade.  Official  export  statistics  are  not  yet  available}  but  reliable 
trade  estimates  place  the  total  at  about  9,700  tons,  unshelled  basis,  which  is 
a  rather  poor  showing  when  compared  to  the  large  crop  harvested  in  1947,  The 
bulk  of  these  went  to  Sv/itzerland,  and  a  fev/  relatively  minor  shipments  wore  made 
to  Canada,  Egypt,  South  Africa,  and  South  America.  The  prices  of  Spanish  hazel¬ 
nuts  throughout  the  season  were  higher  than  those  of  Turkey  and  Italy  and,  there¬ 
fore,  restricted  large  scale  exports.  The  German  market,  in  prewar  years  one  of 
the  largest,  rem.ained  closed  to  Spanish  nuts.  At  present  the  trade  is  hopeful 
that  some  arrangements  will  eventually  be  made  whereby  shipments  can  again  be 
made  to  that  country,  but  they  realize  that  it  may  be  some  time  before  that 
takes  place.  The  business  with  Switzerland  was  possible  in  such  volume  because 
of  the  position  of  the  Swiss  franc.  Swiss  buyers  v\rould  purchase  in  Spain  and 
then  sell  in  other  countries  where  the  exchange  rate  was  more  favorable.  In 
this  manner,  it  was  possible  for  the  Sv/iss  to  compote  v;ith  cheaper  hazelnuts 
from  other  areas.  It  is  reported  that,  in  recent  weeks,  the  British  Ministry 
of  Food  has  indicated  interest  in  Spanish  hazelnuts;  but  the  matter  of  price  is 
still  the  main  obstacle  to  an  actual  transaction.  It  is  possible  that  a  fairly 
largo  sale  of  1947  crop  nuts  v»rill  bo  made  before  tho  now  crop  comes  to  market. 

The  present  outlook  for  tho  1948-49  export  soason  is  not  extremely  bright. 

High  prices  continue,  but  seem  to  bo  displaying  a  ViToakcning  tendency,  Tho  demand 
from  oil  crushers, which  early  last  season  accounted  for  tho  bulk  of  tho  domestic 
sales  and  used  an  estimated  4,800  short  tons,  unshellod  basis,  v;ill  not  reappear 
this  season.  Tho  output  of  olive  oil  during  tho  1947-48  season  was  one  of  tho 
largest  in  recent  years — v/hich  made  it  unnocossary  to  use  nuts  for  oil  after 
December,  Largo  stocks  of  olive  oil  remain  which  will  carry  tho  country  into 
the  now  crop  oil  in  December;  and,  therefore,  nuts  will  not  bo  crushed  this 
season,  Spain  finds  itself  faced  with  a  now  crop  of  24,000  tons  together  with 
14,500  tons  carried  over  from  1947.  Tho  total  of  38,500  tons  is  considerably 
more  than  can  be  disposed  of  in  face  of  tho  severe  competition,  price  wise,  from 
other  areas, 

iVhile  it  is  much  too  early  to  estimate  what  foreign  demand  might  develop 
during  the  new  season,  exporters  are  not  optimistic  and  express  the  opinion 
freely  that,  unless  something  is  done  by  the  Government  to  facilitate  exports, 
the  huge  supply  will  remain  all  season  and  exports  will  be  practically  at  a 
standstill.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  system  of  ’’Combined  Accounts”  whereby 
the  exporter  is  permitted  to  sell  his  foreign  exchange  to  an  importer  at  better 
than  the  official  exchange  rate  of  10,95  pesetas  to  the  United  States  dollar,  be 
used.  Other  suggestions  have  been  to  completely  free  the  foreign  exchange  obtained 
from  foreign  sales  or  to  rovaluate  the  peseta  to  bring  it  more  nearly  in  line  with 
other  currencies  and  make  it  possible  to  compete  with  other  producing  areas. ^  Just 
what  stops,  if  any,  will  be  taken  by  tho  Government  to  aid  tho  exporter  remain  to 
bo  soon.  Aw  matters  stand  at  the  end  of  May,  the  whole  export  picture  remains 
uncertain  and  unpromising  for  exporters  of  hazelnuts. 


Ul'JITED  STATES;  Imports  for  consumption  of  shelled  and  unshollod  hazelnuts 
from  specified  countries:  1946-47,  with  comparisons 


YearS/ 

Italy 

Spain 

Turkey 

Other 

countries 

Total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Shelled 

Average; 

1942-46  ... 

62 

352 

2,437 

37 

2,888 

1937-1946  . 

93 

201 

1,492 

36 

1,822 

Annual; 

1942-43  ... 

0 

0 

27 

0 

27 

1943-44  ... 

0 

559 

17 

0 

576 

1944-45  ... 

0 

1,191 

2,989 

0 

4,180 

1945-46  ...;  178 

6 

4,231 

180 

4,595 

1946-47  ... 

133 

1 

4,921 

5 

5,060 

1947-48^.  • 

11 

0 

1,305 

0 

1,316 

Unshellod 

' 

Average: 

1942-46  ... 

392 

62 

2 

0 

456 

1937-1946  . 

318 

32 

1 

1 

352 

Annual; 

1942-43  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1943-44  ... 

0 

6 

0 

0 

6 

1944-45  ... 

0 

16 

0 

0 

16 

1945-46  ... 

361 

220 

8 

0 

589 

1946-47  ... 

1,600 

69 

0 

0 

1,669 

1947-48^/. , 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

5  ,..f  . 

Crop-year  basis,  Soptonbor-August. 

V  Seven  months,  September  1947-March  1948. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census 


Foreign  Itorket  Notes  —  Almonds  y 
W.  R>  Sohreiber  Reports  on  the  Almond  Situation  in  Spain 

t 

The  1948  preliminary  forecast  of  almond  production  in  Spain  is  26,000  short 
tons,  shelled  basis,  compared  vdth  22,000  tons  in  1947  and  24,200  tons  in  1946. 

The  forecast  exceeds  the  5-year  (1942-46)  average  of  25,500  tons  by  2  percent  and 
the  10-year  (1937-46)  average  of  24,000  tons  by  8  percent.  The  forecast  for 
Mollares  (soft-shell  nuts)  crop  is  3,300  short  tons  in  the  shell  compared  with 
4,200.  tons  in  1947  and  6,400  tons  in  1946. 

The  growing  season,  to  date,  has  been  spotted,-  depending  on  the  district,  but 
satisfactory  for  the  country  as  a  whole.  In  the  Malaga  District,  which  includes 
the  Provinces  of  Granada,  Almeria,  and  Ifeilaga,  the  weather  was  very  good  during 
pollenization  in  February  and  liarch,  with  the  result  that  a  crop  nearly  twice  the 
size  of  the  previous  year  is  anticipated.  In  the  Valencia  District  (comprised  of 
the  Provinces  of  Albaoete,  Alioante^  Castellon,  I/Mrcia,  and  Valencia),  production 
j.s  estimated  at  about  15  percent  more  than  that  of  1947.  The  higher  regions  of 
this  district,  because  of  slower  development  and  flowering  of  the  trees,  suffered 
some  loss;  while  in  the  lower  regions  the  set  was  ahead  of  the  cold,  wet  weather 
and  very  little  damage  resulted. 

In  the  Tarragona  District  and  the  Balearic  Islands,  the  lack  of  sxifficient 
rains  during  the  season  prevented  what  othervd.se  might  have  been  a  much  better  than 
normal  crop.  According  to  some,  the  water  situation  in  Tarragona  Province  borders 
on  being  disastrous  for  people  as  v/ell  as  crops.  The  rainfall  has  been  much  less 
than  normal  and,  in  May,  was  less  than  in  southern  Spain  and  the  Levante.  While 
it  is  far  too  early  to  predict  quality  accurately,  the  general  opinion  is  that 
there  will  be  a  preponderance  of  large-size  kernels— and  fewer  than  normal  of  small 
kernels— all  of  good  quality. 

The  present  estimates  of  stocks  remaining  at  the  end  of  May  from  the  1947  crop 
(including  some  1946  crop  nuts)  vary  considerably  in  view  of  the  grower* s  tendency 
not  to  sell  his  almonds  until  he  needs  cash.  It  is  believed  an  estimate  of  9,000 
tons  carry-over,  shelled  basis,  is  justified.  The  bulk  of  these  nuts  is  held  by 
grovfers  and  speculators  in  all  districts,  vdth  the  Valencia  District  having  about 
one-half  the  total.  Exporters  in  all  districts  hold  relatively  light  stocks  of 
shelled  nuts,  and  most  of  them  are  working  on  small  orders  from  abroad  which  should 
-  clean  their  warehouses  by  the  end  of  June. 


1^  Preliminary  report  of  a  study  of  foreign  production  of  edible  tree  nuts 
conducted  under  the  provisions  of  the  Research  and  I&rketing  Act* 
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The  1947-48  marketing  season  now  coming  to  a  close  was  difficult  for 
exporters,  and  the  total  exports  were  far  short  of  those  of  a  normal  prewar 
year.  Although  the  official  export  statistics  are  not  yet  available,  trade 
sources  indicate  that  8,000  tons  probably  were  exported  from  September  1,  1947, 
to  the  end  of  May  1948.  Switzerland  purchased  2,750  tonsj  the  United  Kingdom 
1,100  tons;  Sweden  1,100  tons;  and  the  United  States  1,430  tons.  The  balance 
went  to  several  other  countries  in  small  lots.  As  this  report  was  written, 
negotiations  were  in  progress  with  the  United  Kingdom  for  3,300  short  tons; 

Sweden  660  tons;  Denmark  440  tons,  and  a  possible  600  tons  to  Franc e--making  a 
total  of  5,000  tons.  Exporters,  while  hoping  the  negotiations  will  be  successful, 
are  doubtful  that  the  full  quantity  under  consideration  will  move  to  the 
United  Kingdom.  At  present  there  is  a  large  spread  betv/een  the  price  the 
United  Kingdom  is  willing  to  pay  and  the  Spanish  export  price.  If  both  parties 
are  v/illing  to  compromise,  the  shipments  can  start  almost  at  once  to  the 
United  Kingdom, 


The  export  orders  from  the  United  States  have  all  been  for  small-sizo  kernels 
which  are  now  virtually  exhausted.  The  United  Kingdom  is  not  insistent  as  to 
size.  Exporters,  in  order  to  fill  United  States  orders,  had  to  purchase  consid¬ 
erable  tonnages  to  obtain  the  desired  small  kernels.  They  found  themselves, 
therefore,  vd.th  huge  stocks  of  largo  kernels  on  hand.  They  have  boon  able  to 
dispose  of  some  of  those;  but,  should  the  United  Kingdom  purchase  bo  made,  they 
could  ship  a  large  quantity  of  largo  kernels  on  short  notice.  On  the  other  hand, 
any  further  shipments  to  the  United  States,  other  than  largo  kernels,  probably 
will  have  to  wait  until  now  crop  nuts  appear  on  the  market  this  fall. 


The  outlook  for  the  1948-49  marketing  season  seemed  gloomy  as  this  was 
written,  but  conditions  are  capable  of  changing  drastically  in  a  relatively 
short  time.  The  price  of  Spanish  almonds  in  relation  to  those  of  Italy  seems 
much  too  high.  Some  sentiment  is  expressed  in  trade  circles  that  either  the 
peseta  should  bo  revalued,  as  wore  the  Italian  lira  and  French  franc,  or  tho 
exporter  should  bo  allowed  to  soil  tho  foreign  exchange  received  from  foreign 
sales  on  a  free  market.  Should  tho  foreign  exchange  bo  thus  sold,  tho  exporter 
would  make  up  tho  difference  between  tho  domestic  price  and  tho  lower  price 
necessary  to  moot  competition  from  other  countries.  This  was  done  to  a  limited 
extent  this  season  under  ’’Combined  Accounts,”  but  its  operation  was  burdensome 
and  slow.  Tho  exporters  and  Government  have  discussed  tho  problem  for  some  time, 
but  there  has  boon  no  definite  action  so  far, 

Tho  growers  have  boon  offering  to  sell  at  prices  slightly  lower  than  a  few 
months  ago,  but  they  are  still  considerably  too  high  to  permit  free  competition 
with  lov^or  prices  olsowhoro.  There  appears  to  bo  little  possibility  of  almonds 
being  used  for  oil  early  in  the  soasen,  as  was  tho  case  las^  year,  Tho  largo 
output  of  olive  oil  during  tho  1947-48  season  has  loft  Ouiiplo  stocks  on  hand  to 
carry  tho  country  through  tho  1948-“49  season,  oven  :‘hoi;gh  oll'oo  oil  production 
will  bo  smaller  than  a  year  agO:,  Tho  continued  scaroily  of  sugo,r  has  also  cut 
down  domestic  consumption  of  nuts  in  candies.  Some  members  of  tho  trade  are 
hoping  tho  European  Recovery  Plan  may  somehow  permit  them  to  sell  almonds  in 
Germany  and,  perhaps,  in  other  coi^ptrios  included  in  tho  Plan.  They  believe  that^ 
until  tho  Gorman  market  is  opened  for  dried  fruits  and  nuts,  they  will  continue  to 
have  difficult  marketing  problems. 
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1948  BRAZIL  NUT  PRODUCTION  DCMN 


The  production  of  Brazil  nuts  in  the  Amazon  Basin  is  estimated  at  16,600 
short  tons  (revised)  in  1948  compared  with  30,400  tons  in  1947,  the  5-year 
(1942-46)  average  of  11,500  tons  and  the  10-year  (1937-46)  average  of  25,100  tons. 
The  small  crop  this  season  is  attributed  partly  to  unfavorable  weather  and  partly 
to  market  uncertainty.  Nut  gatherers  were  discouraged  by  the  level  of  advance 
price  offers  made  by  the  trade  and  refused  to  go  deep  into  the  jungles  to  increase 

the  tonnage. 

BRAZIL  NUTS:  Estimated  commercial  production  in 
specified  countries,  1948  with  comparisons 
(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 

Unshelled  basie 


Tear 

Brazil 

Bolivia 

Total 

t  Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Averages 

: 

1942^ 

*  11,100 

400 

11,500 

1937-46 

t  22,500 

• 

2,600  . 

25,100 

Annual 

1936 

t  ■  40,100 

2,900 

43,000 

1937 

:  25,900 

3,100  , 

29,000 

1938 

:  41,500 

5,300 

46,800 

1939 

:  '  40,800 

4,600  . 

45,400 

1940 

:  44,200 

3,400  . 

47,600 

19a 

:  17,000 

7,700 

24,700 

1942 

:  14,500 

1,700 

16,200 

1943 

:  3,600 

0 

3,600 

1944 

:  3,300 

0 

3,300 

1945 

:  6,800 

100 

6,900 

1946 

:  27,500 

0 

27,500 

1947 

:  30,300 

100 

30,400 

1948  ajy 

:  16,500 

100 

16,600 

_ _ I _ i  _ L - 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.  Prepared  or  esti¬ 

mated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  govem- 
irents,  reports  of  United  States  foreign  service  officers, 
results  of  office  research,  and  other  information, 
a/  ProlLniinary. 
b/  Revised. 
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In  1947  a  total  of  17,057  short  tons  of  unshelled  nuts  were  exported 
compared  with  13,843  tons  in  1946;  also  6,041  tons  of  shelled  nuts  were 
exported  in  1947  compared  with  3,763  tons  in  1946- 


Now  that  the  smaller  output  is  indicated,  the  market  situation  in 
Belem  and  Manaus  has  improved;  also  contributing  to  the  improvement  was 
the  signing  of  a  commercial  agreement  by  Brazil  and  the  United  Kingdom 
providing  for  the  purchase  by  the  United  Kingdom  of  about  1,650  tons  of 
unshelled  Brazil  nuts  at  about  12  cents  per  pound* 


UNITED  STATESs  Imoorts  of  Brazil  nuts, 
1946-47  with  comparisons 


Shelled 

Unshelled 

Year  a/^ 

Other 

Brazil 

Other 

Total 

Brazil 

countries 

Total 

countries 

■ 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

tons 

tons  %  tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

Average 

1937-38/1946-47 

3,387 

88 

3,475 

6,883 

5 

6,888 

1942-43/1946-47 

1,735 

5 

1,740 

3,728 

7 

3,735 

Annual 

1937-38 

3,130 

129 

3,259 

6,348 

0 

6,348 

1938-39 

4,291 

176 

4,467 

10,277 

15 

10,292 

1939-40 

4,886 

18 

4,904 

11,424 

0 

11,424 

1940-41 

7,871 

217 

8,088 

13,327 

0 

13,327 

1941-42 

5,016 

316 

5,332 

8,812 

0  s  8,812 

1942-43 

2,180 

11 

2,191 

4,525  t  35 

4,560 

1943-44 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1944-45 

0 

0 

0 

b/ 

0 

W 

1945-46 

3,054 

1 

3,055 

2,142 

0 

2,142 

1946-47 

3,439.: 

12 

3,451 

11,975 

0 

11,975 

1947-48  cy' 

2,704 

0 

2,704  t  12,197 

• 

• 

: 

0 

12,197 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

^  Crop  year  July/ June. 

^  Less  than  one-half  ton. 

£/  10  months,  July  1947-April  1948. 
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INDIA  CASHEW  NUT  CHOP  9  PERCENT  ABOVE  AVERAGE 


The  Indian  cashew  nut  crop  is  estimated  at  50,400  short  tons  (raw  nut  basis) 
in  1948  compared  with  26,900  tons  in  1947,  58,800  tons  in  1946  and  the  5-year 
(1943-47)  average  of  46,200  tons*  The  current  season  started  with  good  prospects 
of  a  bumper  crop  but  the  secondary  blossoms  in  the  South  India  area  were  damaged 
by  untimely  drought  followed  by  heavy  rains.  Favorable  weather  resulted  in  a 
good  crop  in  the  Bombay  area. 


There  were  practically  no  raw  nuts  carried  over  at  the  beginning  of  the  new 
harvest  season  (February  1948)  and  some  shelling ^ plants  had  closed.  There  were, 
however,  about  20,000  cases  of  shelled  cashews  in  stock  ready  for  shipment* 


INDIA*  Cashew  nuts.  Estimated  production, 
average  1943-47,  annual  1943-48 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 


UNSHELLED 


Bombay 

district 

Short  tons 


t 

t 


South 

India 


Total 


Short  tons 


Average 

: 

t 

t 

1943-47 

* 

11,800 

* 

34,400  * 

t 

* 

• 

a 

Annual 

* 

.  > 

: 

* 

1943 

* 

6,700 

* 

33,600  * 

1944 

: 

12,600 

•* 

37,800  * 

1945 

* 

12,600 

* 

42,000  : 

1946 

t 

16,800 

: 

42,000  * 

1947 

* 

a 

10,100 

• 

• 

16,800  1 

1948  a/ 

m 

• 

12,600 

• 

• 

37,800  : 

t 

: 

t 

* 

1 

* 

Short  tons 

46,200 


40,300 

50,400 

54,600 

58,800 

26,900 

50,400 


- - -  „  A  w  UX  ULilKLUOU.  Uli  WXO  UttOXB 

of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governnents, reports  of  Uhited  States  foreign 
service  officers,  results  of  office  research,  and  other  information. 

bJ  Preliminary. 


African  ravi  cashews  imported  into  India  for  shelling  contimie  to 
require  an  import  license  but  it  is  generally  considered  that  th5.s  require¬ 
ment  does  not  interfere  with  the  vo].ume  imported.  Reports  indicate  that 
the  1947  crop  in  Mozambique,  the  principal  African  supplying  area,  was 
disappointing.  The  crops  in  the  Port  Amelia  and  Lourenco  Marques  areas 
were  about  nomal.  During  the  first  quarter  of  1948  imports  from  Africa 
into  South  India  totaled  11,389  short  tons  compared  with  2,933  tons  in 
the  corresponding  period  of  1947-  It  is  anticipated  that  about  33^800 
short  tons  will  be  imported  into  all  India  for  processing  during  1948. 

Exports  of  cashevf  nut  kernels  from  India  during  the  first  quarter 
of  1948  totaled  3^585  short  tons  of  which  about  one-half  v/ere  destined 
to  the  United  States  and  the  other  half  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

UNITED  STATES*  Imports  of  cashev;  nuts, 

1946-47  with  comparisons 


Year  ^ 

SHELTED 

Brazil 

India 

Others 

Total 

Averages 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

1935-39 

21 

12,717 

38 

12,776 

1942-46 

214 

9,062 

251 

9,527 

1937-46 

120 

11,784 

149 

12,053 

Annual 

1935-36 

47 

10,469 

67 

10,583 

1936-37 

51 

12,751 

59 

12,861 

1937-38 

7 

13,028 

23 

13,058 

1918-39 

0 

14,648 

27 

14,675 

1939-40 

0 

12,689 

13 

12,702 

1940-41 

102 

16,551 

44 

16,697 

1941-42 

24 

15,618 

132 

15,774 

1942-43 

0 

4,384 

65 

4,449 

1943-44 

0 

3,356 

309 

3,665 

1944-45 

366 

8,874 

183 

9,423 

1945-46 

389 

14,191 

281 

14,861 

1946-47 

314 

14,^504 

416 

15,234 

1947-48  y 

362 

10,947 

351 

11,660 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  - 

a/  .  Crop  year,  July/ June, 

^  10  months,  July  1947-April  1948. 


By 

W.  R,  Sohreiber 
Agricultural  Economist 

Th®  1948  preliminffry  forecast  of  shelled  almond  production  in  the  6  loading 
foreign  commeroial  producing  countries  is  59,300  short  tons  compared  with  72,600 
tons  in  1947  (revised)  and  'Jl^'JOO  tons  in  1946*  The  forecast  is  for  an  output 
about  8  percent  smaller  than  the  ^-year  (1942-46)  average  of  65,200  tons  and 
10  percent  smaller  t^  the  10-year  (1937-46)  average  of  66,300  tons.  It  will  be 
the  smallest  output  in  recent  years.  All  countries  except  Prance  and  Italy  shoisr 
an  increase  over  the  output  of  the  previous  yearj  however,  the  vei*y  poor  crop  in 
Italy,  the  world’s  largest  producer  of  shelled  almonds,  has  reduced  the  total  for 
the  6  countries  to  below  average. 


Forecast  of  oonmeroial  production  in  specified 
noun-cnes,  I94tl,  with  comparisons.  (Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Country  t 

^  ;  1942-46 

193>46  ’  ’  ^947  a/  ;  1948  a/ 

:  *  1 

• 

: Short  tons 

« 

• 

Short  tons:Short  tons 

t 

Short  tons; Short  tons 

t 

Prance  ,  700  , 

French  Morocco  .........  t  1,800 

. . »  6,400 

.  :  28,400 

Portugal . ;  -  2,400 

Spain  . . ,  25.500  1 

: 

700  t  700 

2,400  1  2,400 

7.100  :  7,700 

29,500  :  33,000 

2.600  t  3.700 

24.000  t  24,200 

• 

-  • 

1,000  1  80c 

:  1,000  t  2,800 

^  5.500  1  6,600 

iW  42,000  :  21,000 

1 , 100  1  2 ,600 

.  22,000  1  26jOOO 

t 

United  States,  • 

unshelled  .  j  24,800  J 

s  : 

S6,3oo  71,700  j 

1 

t 

19.500  :  37,800 

t 

^  yjf.bOO  59^800“ 

e 

i  •  •  t 

• 

^  29.200  :  29,600 

« 

• 

a/  PreliniiTaary 
^  Bevised 


Trade  and  official  sources 


Growing  conditions  this  season  have  been  very  spotted,  with  the  best  being 
experienced  in  southern  Portugal,  Spain,  and  French  Morocco.  The  poorest  grov/- 
ing  conditions  were  undoubtedly  in  the  Bari  district  of  Italy  and  the  Douro 
district  in  Portugal,  with  some  damage  in  Franco,  The  mild  winter  in  most  parts 
of  the  Mediterranean  Basin  started  the  blossoming  a  little  earlier  than  usual. 
Then  a  killing  frost  just  before  Easter  dn  Bari  and  Douro  nearly  ruined  the 
crop.  In  Italy,  this  year’s  crop  followed  a  largo  one  the  previous  season  so 
that  oven  had  the  weather  been  satisfactory  a  smaller  crop  probably  would  have 
been  harvested.  It  is  still  a  little  early  definitely  to  predict  quality,  but 
eveiywhero  it  is  expected  to  bo  good.  It  seems  probable  that  almost  everywhere 
in  these  countries  the  quantity  of  largo  size  kernels  will  be  greater  than 
t  normal  and  the  supply  of  small  kernels  less  than  usual  but  probably  ample  to 
meet  all  demands.  ^ 

As  the  1947-48  marketing  year  moved  into  its  final  month,  it  has  boon  osti- 
,  mated  that  stocks  remaining  from  tho-1947  harvest  total  34,000  short  tons, 
shelled  basis,  of  which  23,000  tons  were  in  Italy,  9>000  tons  in  Spain,  1,000 
tons  in  Iran,  and  the  balance  in  Portugal,  The  bulk  of  this  tonnage  is  still  in 
the  hands  of  grov;ors  who  sell  reluctantly  and  only  when  they  seriously  need  cash. 
The  supply  of  1947  crop  kernels  of  small  size  is  nearly  exhausted — at  least  that 
part  in  the  hands  of  exporters.  Just  what  quality  and  sizes  the  growers  still 
hold  cannot  bo  judged  until  the  nuts  are  offered  for  sale. 

As  oxpoctod  last  fall,  the  1947-48  export  season  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin 
countries  turned  out  to  bo  another  slow  year.  Export  statistics  are  not  avail¬ 
able  but  the  actual  tonnages  moved  are  considerably  below  those  of  a  normal, 
prewar  year.  In  Italy,  the  present  carry-over  is  slightly  over  one-half  of  last 
year’s  production — from  which  one  can  deduct  that  exports  were  far  below  normal. 
The  situation  is  Spain  is  about  as  bad.  The  domestic  use  of  almonds  for  oil  in 
Italy  and  Spain,  which  for  the  two  previous  years  offered  the  most  important 
outlet,  is  over.  The  olive  oil  output  of  1947-48,  plus  increased  supplies  of 
other  fats  and  oils,  ends  the  use  of  almonds  for  edible  oil  in  both  countries. 

The  high  prices  of  Spanish  almonds  for  the  first  half  of  the  season  practi¬ 
cally  kept  foreign  buyers  from  that  market.  The  Spanish  Government  finally 
encouraged  combined  accounts  and  offered  other  inducements  to  promote  exports 
which  did  result  in  a  substantial  flow  of  almonds  abroad.  In  Italy,  the  compen¬ 
sation  and  barter  deals  of  the  previous  two  seasons  ran  into  difficulties 
because  little  acceptable  merchandise  was  offered  in  exchange  for  almonds.  In 
the  last  few  months  of  the  season,  a  brisk  business  sprang  up  in  small  kernels 
of  the  bar  typo  with  the  United  States j  however,  by  this  time  domestic  prices 
had  fallen  considerably  boloxv  those  of  early  season.  The  minor  producing  coun¬ 
tries  had  little  difficulty  in  disposing  of  their  goods  in  the  domestic  market, 
Portugal  did  manage  a  few  exports  of  small  kernels  to  the  United  States  in  the 
first  half  of  1948.  Exports  from  French  Morocco  totaled  990  tons  and  wore 
almost  entirely  to  Franco.  Iran  sold  most  of  its  exports  to  India. 


T/r  prosont  timo,  prospects  for  tho  1948-49  export  season  for 

Moditcrranoan  almonds  appear  even  loss  promising  than  a  yoar  ago-  however,  condi- 

f  foreign  exchange  in  most  European  countries  is  expected  to 

European  Rooovory  Program  is  oxpoctod  to 

thoirCy  Lto^lmond  available' which  might  find 

Tho^probablo  lack  of  nocoptablo  morohandiao  is  oxpoctod  to  koop  tho  barter 

4-4^  .  ■  .  ^go-1#  Italy,  and  Spain  that  this  will  bo  dono.  If  tho  rostrin- 

tions  on  imports  of  almonds  into  Bizonia  (wstorn  Germany)  wore  lifted  it  would 
romovo  much  of  tho  soiling  prossuro  in  Italy  and  probably  wIuM  gf a  iJns 

L^pt  anrs  do-TJlf Aust^fil^lndia 

sfS^as  in  countries  for  Italian  nuts  is  oxpoctod  to  bo  about  tho  ‘ 

to  bo  L  the  Spanish  situation,  Italy  appear., 

bo  in  tho  best  position  to  effect  exports  to  tho  Onitod  States  in  tho  nL  sLso: 

thoir’^pricriovol  “"srnni^*  happen  to  Spanish  almonds  is  still  related  to 
unless  thrsnrm^b  uro  higher  than  Italian  prioos;  thoroforo. 

yoar  soems  likSv  IIoT‘+?^  facilitate  exports,  a  very  slow 

ahrLfaro  llkoirto  ^Lorc^  ““ts 

unfavorable  pSitton  of  t^fsmr^sb  -^ho  present 

again  expected  to  ™vo  to  Franoor  '’"  * 

France  and  French  Morocco 

do.mos«c'  Ss'^nrsubstan^7arouaStit“'”°"‘’"  insufficiont  for 

Morocco  of  pJSo  ?ons  tLf LfZ  w- P>-oduction  in  French 

Which,  most  iikoi;r:iS^go^rta:sV:^t\“^; 

arounf  L'’oo“fL°p  French  almonds  during  tho  early  part  of  tho  1947-48  soason  wore 

i:^-rdsTf  i^:::-porkiir(at*r^^^^^^^^  per 


-  Tho  1948  preliminary  forecast  of  shelled  almond  production  in  Iran  is 

6j,600  short  tons  compared  with  ^,,^00  tons  in  194?  and  7,700  tons  in  1946.  The 
forecast  is  3  percent  above  tho  ^-y&ar  (1942-46)  average  of  6,400  tons  and 
7  percent  below  tho  10-yoar  (1937-46)  average  of  7,100  tons. 

Growing  conditions  have  boon  satisfactory  most  of  tho  season  except  for 
some  frost  damage  in  the  Provinces  of  Khorassan,  Isfahan,  and  Qum,  It  is  possi¬ 
ble  that  some  further  damage  may  occur  in  tho  northern  provinces  from  adverse 
weather. 

Tho  best  available  estimate  of  stocks  on  hand  considered  of  exportable 
qualities  is  1,000  tons;  howovorp  tho  demand  from  India  has  boon  brisk,  and 
those  are  expected  to  bo  sold  before  now  crop  nuts  become  available.  Tho  domes¬ 
tic  market  has  also  boon  good  during  tho  first  half  of  1948,  Official  statistics 
are  not  yet  available  on  tho  1947 **48  season’s  exports.  Tho  latest  available 
quetations  for  export  grades  wore  from  $6^6  to  $719  per  ton  of  2,200  pounds  at 
Khorramshahr,  but  there  was  little  interest  on  the  pasrb  of  European  buyers. 

Tho  1948-49  marketing  season  is  expected  to  differ  very  little  from  the  season 
now  coming  to  a  close. 

Tho  1948  preliminary  forecast  of  shelled  almond  production  is  21,000^  short 
tons,  compared  with  42,000  tons  (revised)  in  1947  end  33sCiOO  tons  in  1946.  This 
year’s  forecast  is  26  percent  loss  than  the  5-ycan  (1942-46)  average  of  28,400 
tons  and  29  poroont  loss  than  tho  lO-yoar  (1937"46)  average  of  29»300  tons.  Tho 
output  is  expected  to  be  one  of  tho  poorest  in  recent  years. 

The  output  in  Sicily  is  now  forecast  at  about  13,^00  short  tons,  shelled 
basis,  compared  with  18,900  tons  (revised)  for  1947»  The  almond  crop  in  Sicily 
experienced  little  cold  weather  damage  so  far  this  year.  Tho  reduced  output  is 
attributed  to  a  very  dry  winter  and  insufficient  rainfall  in  tho  spring.  Tho 
la. go  crop  of  last  year  also  is  given  credit  for  an  off-year  this  season.  In 
Bari,  tho  forecasts  indicate  a  probable  output  of  about  7»^00  short  tons, 
shelled  basis,  compared  v/ith  23.100  tons  (revised)  in  1947*  The  Bari  cr6p  is 
one  of  tho  poorest  in  recent  years.  Tho  large  crop  of  tho  previous  year  and 
tho  frost  damage  of  tho  week  proceeding  Easter  are  tho  chief  reasons  for  tho 
near  failure  this  year.  There  are  largo  sections  inland  where  hardly  a  nut  was 
observed  on  the  trees,  while  from  Mela  to^  Pasano  a  vorj^-  light  sot  was  observed. 
North  of  Fasano  along  tho  coastal  area,  tho  sot  appears  to  bo  from  very  light 
to  almost  zero.  In  tho  area  north  of  Bari  toward  Barlotta,  almost  no  nuts  were 
soon  on  tho  trees.  It  is  reported,  however,  that  inland,  in  tho  more  protected 
areas,  a  bettor  sot  is  to  bo  found, 

Tho  supply  for  tho  1948'’49  marketing  season  is,  however,  not  as  bad  as  tho 
forecast  of  tho  crop  would  indicate.  At  tho  end  of  Juno,  it  was  estimated  that 
about  23*000  tons  of  tho  1947  crop  v/oro  still  on  hand  in  Ii:aly,  Tho  Bari  dis¬ 
trict  is  estimated  to  have  about  12,700  tons,  shelled  basis,  and  Sicily,  10,300 
tons.  It  will  bo  scon, from  tho  1948  forecast  and  estimate  of  stocks  on  hand, 
that  about  43,000  short  tons  of  shelled  almonds  will  bo  available  for  tho 
marketing  season  about  to  st:art,  or  a  quantity  about  equal  to  last  year’s 
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production.  Tho  greater  part  of  this  carry-over  is  still  in  the  hands  of 
growers  who,  contrary  to  prov/ar  years,  prefer  ,  to  hold  almonds  to  cash.  Growers 
are  disposed  to  sell  only  as  they  nood  cash  for  other  purchases.  Tho  result  of 
their  action  is  to  koop  prices  up  and  to  mako  it  difficult  to  obtain  largo 
,  quantities  on  short  notice  for  export.  It  was  observed  all  over  Italy  that 
growers  would  offer  from  1  to  1^  bags  and  bargain  considerably  over  price,  Tho 
prices  have  had  a  firm  tendency  during  recent  weeks. 

The  1947-48  market  season,  from  an  export  point  of  view,  loft  much  to  bo 
desired.  Tho  principal  prewar  European  purchasers— Germany  and  tho  United 
Kingdom—— were  out  of  the  market.  Other  western  European  countries,  which  a  year 
ago  made  barter-  or  compensation-type  deals,  were  practically  out  of  the  market 
most  of  the  year  or  bought  very  limited  quantities.  There  was  a  rather  brisk 
trade,  though  small  in  total  volume,,  with  Egypt,  India,  Australia,  and  some 
South  American  countries,  -The  British  Ministry— of  Food  has  been  trying  all 
season  to  buy  almonds  at  416^  per  ton  (about  .$665  por  2,200  pounds);  but  the 
price  is  too  low  to  interest  Italian  exporters,  v/hen  local  costs  and  other 
factors  are  considered.  Exports  of  small  bar- typo  kernels,  chiefly  from  Sicily, 
but  also  from  Bari,  to  tho  United  States  have  been  rather  brisk  during  tho  past 
throe  or  four  months.  While  export  statistics  are  not  available,  it  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  over  3jU00  short  tons  of  this  typo  almond  wore  exported  from  Sicily 
to  tho  United  States.  Tho  quantity  of  small  kernels  exported  from  Bari  to  the 
United  States  is  hard  to  estimate,  but  probably  was  at  least  one-half  as  largo 
as  exports  from  Sicily.  Tho  United  States  was  tho  largest  buyer  of  Italian 
shelled  almonds  during  this  marketing  year,  followed  by  Sweden  with  about  1,100 
short  tons.  Prices  in  Sicily,  as  well  as  tho  typo  of  almond,  have  boon  more 
attractive  to  United  States  importers  than  those  of  Bari, 

Tho  marketing  outlook  for  tho  1948-49  season  is  doubtful,  although  it  is 
still  too  early  to  mako  a  reliable  prediction,  Tho  use  of  almonds  for  oil, 
which  saved  tho  situation  two  years  ago,  for  practical  purposes  may  bo  considered 
a  thing  of  tho  past.  The  abundant  supply  of  olive  oil  from  tho  near  record 
crop  of  1947-48  will  last  until  now  oil  bocemos  available  this  winter.  The  now 
olive  crop  at  present  appears  to  bo  another  bumper  onoj  however,  excessive  heat 
could  still  cause  a  heavy  drop.  In  another  3  months,  a  much  bettor  idea  of  tho 
oil  prospects  can  bo  obtained.  A  little  almond  oil  will  bo  produced  for 
pharmaceutical  purposes,  as  always,  but  tho  quantity  of  almonds  sold  for  this 
purpose  is  unimportant. 

Exporters  are  very  hopeful  that  tho  European  Recovery  Program  will  make  it 
possible  to  trade  again  in  Germany,  oven  if  only  with  Bizonia.  Tho  Gorman 
market  in  prewar  years  took  an  average  of  nearly  16,000  tons  of  shelled  nuts. 

If  only  Bizonia  is  opened  to  Italian  almonds,  it  is  estimated  that  about  8,000 
tons  (or  about  2Q  percent  of  tho  available  supply)  could  bo  sold  this  fall. 

Tho  importance  of  this  market  lies  in  tho  fact  that  typos  of  nuts  not  sold  in 
tho  United  States  market  can  bo  shipped  to  Germany,  whore  huge  quantities  wore 
made  into  various  products  in  prov/ar  years.  In  order  to  obtain  one  ton  of  tho 
small  bar- typo  almond  demanded  by  United  States  importers,  it  is  often  necessary 
to  purchase  7  ^30  8  tons  of  orchard- i*un  almonds.  Tho  largo  nuts  then  become 
a  difficult  problem  to  sell  under  present  market  conditions,  and  considerable 
capital  is  tied  up  for  long  periods. 
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A  trado  agrocmont  with  Franco,  whoroby  about  2,^00  tons  of  almonds  might 
bo  importod  into  that  country,  sooms  for  the  momont  stalomatod.  It  is  roportod 
tha'-  sovoral  carloads  of  Italian  almonds  aro  on  tho  frontior  sidings  awaiting 
ontry  to  Franco.  Tho  difficulty  sooms  to  bo  that  tho  Fronch  havo  little  to  offer 
Italy  in  tho  lino  of  cash  or  morchandiso.  It  was  estimated  that  tho  Fronch  havo 
bought  goods  in  Italy  worth  about  3  times  that  which  they  havo  thus  far  boon  able 
to  soil  in  Italy.  Thus,  tho  agrooment  to  buy  2,^00  tons  is  of  little  value  at 
tho  moment.  Othor  Europoan  countrios  would  like  to  obtain  almonds  in  Italy;  but, 
locking  acceptable  foreign  oxchango,  they  havo  offered  barter  or  compensation 
agreoments.  Thoso  doals  wore  generally  fairly  satisfactory  for  tho  first  years 
after  tho  war  when  Italy  was  short  of  practically  everything.  At  present,  it  is 
very  difficult  to  find  exportable  morchandiso  in  thoso  countries  which  an  Italian 
importer  dosiros.  Many  such  offers  on  tho  part  of  thoso  countries  havo  boon 
rocoived,  but  Italian  exporters  havo  boon  unable  to  accept.  Holland  approached 
Italian  exporters  on  a  doal  to  export  f lower  bulbs  in  oxchango  for  almonds;  but  tho 
proposal  was  rofusod,  as  Italy  fools  it  has  moro  pressing  import  noods  than  flowers 
at  this  timoo 

Tho  continued  low  price  of  tho  British  Ministry  of  Food  offers  little  hopo  of 
business  unless  tho  domestic  prices  of  Italian  almonds  takos  a  docided  drop.  It 
appears  unlikely  that  this  vjill  occur  unless  something  unusual  happens.  Tho 
atti'activo  prices  of  Italian  almonds  compared  to  thoso  of  Spain  and  othor 
Mediterranean  Basin  almonds  probably  ¥;ill  bring  considomblo  intorost  from  Unitod 
States  buyers  for  small  kernels  this  reason.  The  supply  of  old  crop,  small  komols 
is  nearing  exhaustion  and,  in  view  of  tho  small  nov/  crop,  tho  quantity  of  small- 
sized  kernels  is  expected  to  bo  limited., 

Portugal 

Tho  1948  preliminary  forecast  of  almond  production  for  Portugal  is  2,600 
short  tons,— shollod  basis,  compared  with  1>100  tons  (revised)  in  1^47  and  3»700' 
tons  in  1946.  Tho  forecast  is  8  percent  abovo-tho  5” year  (1942-46)  avorago  of 
2,40;.;  tons  and  tho  samo  as  tho  10-yoar  (1937“46)  avorago.  Tho  Algarvo  section, 
normally  tho  largest  producer  of  almonds  in  Portugal,  is  expected  to  havo  about 
2,200  short  tons,  and  Douro  tho  remainder, 

Tho  woathor  during  tho  Fobruary-March  blossoming  period  was  vory  satisfac- 
tory  in  most  parts  of  tho  Algarvo  area.  Thoro  wore  some  small  soctions  in  Algarvo, 
howover,  that,  because  of  thoir  location,  wore  a  little  lato  in  blossoming  and  vroro 
caught  by  hoavy  rains  which  did  serious  damage.  Tho  growers,  trade  members,  and 
Government  roprosontativos  wore  unanimous  in  thoir  enthusiasm  about  this  yodr’s 
crop  and  quality  in  Algarvo.  They  boliovo  that  tho  size  will  bo  bettor  than 
avoragOg  ovon  with  a  big  crop,  and  that  tho  quality  will  bo  good. 

In  tho  Douro  section  in  northern  Portugal,  whero  tho  blossoming  takos  place 
about  8  to  10  days  lator^  tho  situation  is  not  good®  Tho  trees  in  most  parts  of 
tho  area  woro  caught  by  hoavy  rains  which  resulted  in  a  very  poor  sot.  Forecast 
for  this  section  is  about  ono-half  of  a  normial  crop.  Tho  nuts  that  will  bo 
produced  aro  oxpoctod  to  bo  of  good  quality  and  largo  sizo. 


r 
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Tho  1947-48  marketing  season,  now  nearing  its  close,  has  boon  rather 
unsatisfactory  from  tho  export  point  of  viow.  Many  of  tho  usual  foreign  buyers 
wore  out  of  the  market  most  of .  tho  season.  United  States  purchases  have  boon 
small  and  mostly  in  tho  past  3  months  though  tho  exact  tonnage  exported  to  tho 
nitod  States  for  tho  period  is  not  yet  known.  Recent  sales  to  the  United 

f  kernels  at  prices  of  about  27i/  (U.S.)  f.o.b.  Portugal. 

Prices  have  boon  declining  gradually  since  tho  opening  of  this  season.  It  is 
ostimtod  tlmt  on  May  1,  1948,  about  1,300,  short  tons,  shelled  basis,  roraainod 
in  the  country,  of  which  probably  1,200  tons  xvoro  in  tho  Algarvo  section.  Tho 

on  ire  car^-ovor  is  in  the  hands  of  exporters  and  middlemen  and  out  of  the 
hands  of  tho  growers. 

1948-49  season  seems  to  v/orry  tho  industry  considerably 
hv  Sn  ^  carry-over  and  slowness  of -foreign  demand.  Restrictive  measures 
rLarH  of  the  foreign  countries  interested  in  almonds  with 

0°!  hopes  of.  exporters  for  this  coming  marketing  season. 

whLSv  ?  expressed  with  tho  signing  of  an  agreement  with  Benelux 

countrL^'^^L  of  almonds- T/ould  bo  granted  import  permits  into  those 

countries.^  Exporters  in  Portugal  are  uncertain  about  this  deal 

b^flu^d  ^^yors  in  the  Benelux  countries  must  first 

Mndf^n  ^  and.  that  this  my  bo  difficult  in  viow  of  cheaper  prices  in  other 
Mediterranean  Basin  countries.  Tho  agreement  does  not  compel  tho  Benelux  groun 
o  uy  ortuguoso  almonds  but  only  permits  tho  importation  of  this  tonnage. 

out  t^rth^Un^ind  European  Recovery .  Program,  pointing 

arn  United  Kingdom,  western  Gomany,  and  other  countries  in  tho  plan 

figs  carobr^ic  f  Portuguese  products  such  as  almLds, 

^  Brazil  is  expected  to  enter  tho  market  for  a  nominal  tonnago 

the  car^  ^orican  countries  may  make  purchases.  At  present, 

^or  tLs^^Zt;.''  ^  burdensome  tonn^e  ' 

lor  this  country,  which  is  causing  considerable  concern. 

Spain 

tons  ^sLllod  almond  production  in  Spain  is  26,000  short 

tS  foroc^^?  O  k  22.060  tons  In  1947  and  24,200  , tons  in  1946. 

and  thrw!voar??oa7  ^^942-46)  avorago  of  25.500  tons  by  2  porcont 

r  _  tu  r,  (1937t46)  avorago  of  24,000.  tons  by  8  porcont.  Tho  forecast 

for  tho  Mollaros  (soft-sholl  nuts)  crop  ist3,300  sLrt-tonr  In  tho  she?? 
comparod  with  4,200  tons  in  1947  and  6,400  tons  in  1946.  ’  ’ 

.1 

This  growing,  season  to  dato  has  boon  spotted,  dopondine  on  tho  district 
but  considering  the  country  as  a  whole  has  Lon  sLisfacto?^.  I^LL^Mac^ 
district,  which  includes  tho  Provinces  of  Granada,  Alnoria  LdlklaL  thf 

rLultLhat  pollonisation  in  February  and ’liaroh,  with’ tho 

S  tho  twice  tho  siso  of  tho- previous  year  is  antioi^Ld, 

Oastohln  SLcif  °f  Albnooto,  Alicanto, 

larger  Valencia,  production  is  estimated  at  about  1^  percent 

Slower  do^lomlf  oJ’^L  “S^or  regions  of  this  district.  bocaLL  o? 

tho  lowL  roeloLLL  floworing,  suffered  some  loss  whilo  in 


In  tho  Tarragona  district  and  Balearic  Islands,  tho  lack  of  sufficiont  rains 
during  tho  season  provontod  what  otherwise  might  have  boon  a  much  bottor  than 
normal  crop.  Tho  water  situation,  according  to  somo,  in  Tarragona  Province  borders 
on  being  disastrous,  not  only  for  crops  but  for  human  consumption.  The  rainfall 
has  boon  much  loss  than  normal.  Rains  which  fell  in  llhy  in  most  other  parts  of 
southorn  Spain  and  tho  Levant  seem  to  have  bypassed  Tarragona.  While  it  is  much 
too  early  to  predict  accurately  what  tho  quality  will  bo,  general  opinion  is  that 
there  will  bo  a  preponderance  of  largo-size  kernels  and  fewer  than  normal  small 
kernels,  all  of  good  quality. 

Estimates  of  stocks  remaining  at  tho  end  of  lilay  from  tho  194?  crop  vary 
considerably  in  view  of  tho  grov/or’s  tendency  not  to  sell  his  a-lmonds  until  ho 
needs  cash,  with  tho  result  that  there  are  still  nuts  from  1946  available.  After 
considering  all  tho  various  indications,  it  is  believed  an  estimate  of  9*000  tons, 
shelled  basis,  is  justified,  Tho  bulk  of  those  are  in  tho  hands  of  growers  and 
speculators  in  all  districts,  with  tho  Valencia  district  having  about  one-half  of 
tho  total.  Exporters  in  all  districts  hold  rolativoly  light  stocks  of  shelled 
nuts  and  most  of  them  are  working  on  small  orders  from  abroad  which  should  clean 
their  w^a rehouses  by  the  end  of  Juno. 

Tho  1947-48  marketing  season,  now  closing,  was  difficult  for  exporters,  and 
the  total  exports  wore  far  short  of  a  normal  prewar  year,  Tho  official  export 
statistics  are  not  yet  available.  However,  trade  sources  indicate  that  a  probable 
8,000  tons  was  exported  from  September  1,  1947*  to  tho  end  of  lHay,  1948, 
Sv/itzorland  purchased  2*760  tons;  tho  United  Kingdom,  1,100  tons;  Sweden,  1,100 
tons;  tho  United  States  1,430  tons;  and  tho  balance  wont  to  several  ether  countries 
in  small  lots.  As  this  report  is  being  written,  negotiations  are  in  progress  v/ith 
tho  United  Kingdom  for  3*300  short  tons;  Sweden,  66O  tons;  Denmark,  440  tons;  and 
a  possible  6OO  tons  to  Franco— making  a  total  of  ^,000  tons.  Exporters,  while 
hoping  tho  negotiations  will  be  successful,  are  doubting  whether  tho  entire  lot  to 
tho  United  Kingdom  will  move*  At  present,  there  is  a  largo  spread  in  tho  price 
which  the  United  Kingdom  is  willing  to  pay  and  tho  Spanish  export  price.  If  both 
parties  are  willing  to  compromise, tho  shipments  to  tho  United  Kingdom  can  start 
almost  at  once, 

Tho  export  orders  from  tho  United  State’s  have  all  boon  for  sraall-sizo  kernels 
which  are  now  virtually  exhausted;  while  tho  United  Kingdom  is  not  too  particular 
as  to  size.  Exporters,  in  order  to  fill  United  States  orders,  had  to  purchase 
considerable  tonnages  to  obtain  tho  desired  small  kernels.  They  found  themselves, 
therefore,  "with  huge  stocks  of  largo  kernels  on  hand.  They  have  boon  able  to  work 
off  some  of  those  but,  should  tho  United  Kingdom  purchase  bo  made,  they  could  ship 
a  largo  quantity  of  largo  kernels  on  short  notice.  Any  further  shipments  to  tho 
United  States,  on  tho  other  hand,  unless  they  wore  largo  kernels,  probably  will 
have  to  wait  until  now-crop  nuts  appear  on  tho  market  this  fall. 

Tho  1948-49  marketing  season  presents  a  gloomy  picture  at  tho  moment  but 
could  change  drastically  in  a  rolativoly  short  time.  The  price  of  Spanish  almonds 
in  relation  to  those  of  Italy  is  too  high.  Somo  sentiment  is  expressed  in  trade 
circles  indicating  either  that  tho  peseta  should  bo  revalued,  as  was  done  with 
tho  Italian  lira  and  French  franc,  or  tho  exporter  should  bo  allowed  to  sell  tho 
foreign  exchange  received  from  foreign  sales  on  a  free  market.  If  the  foreign 
exchange  wore  thus  sold,  tho  exporter  would  make  up  tho  difference  between  tho 
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tho  donostic  prico  and  tho  lower  prico  nocossary  to  noot  compotition  from 
other  countries.  This  was  done  to  a  limited  extent  this  season  under 
Combined  Accounts,  but  its  operation  was  rather  burdensome  and  slov/.  The 

but^n^dofi^  t  '""T  ^he  problem  for  some  time, 

out  no  definite  action  has  been  taken. 

monthrLo^Tnr+-!!''^°  boon  offering  to  sell  at  prices  slightly  lower  than  a  few 
^vith  lowor'r.r?on^  ?  still  considerably  too  high  to  permit  free  competition 

used  f^r  oil  oarL^irfh^"'  °  possibility  of  almonds  being 

nf*  oi-  *1  ^  season  as  was  tho  case  last  year.  Tho  largo  output 

tho  the  1947-48  season  has  left  ample  stocks  on  hand^to  carry 

1948-49  season  oven  though  olive  oil  production  will^bo 

TZ  L^mn  J  continued  scarcity  of  sugar  has  aLe  Tut 

down  domestic  consumption  of  nuts  in  candies.  Some  members  of  tho  trade  are 

hoping  the  ^ropoan  Recovery  Program  will  make  it  possible  for  them  to  sell 

ZlZl  the  pr^gr^'  They 

liovo  that,  until  tho  Gorman  market  is  opened  for  dried  fruits  anH  rm-Hc  -j-v,  ^ 

vail  oontiauo  to  havo  diffioult  mrkoting  probioms!  ™ 

■  “f™  P'>*'  <=onsuaption  of  shollod  and  unshollod  almonds 

triugSr  1946-47,  with  comparisons.  Season,  Soptombor 


Year 

*  French 

*  Morocc 

Iran 

Italy 

Portuga 

Spain 

:  Other  ; 

?  c  oun- ; 

:  trios  ; 

Total 

Shelled 
Avoragor- 
1942-4^  . •  •  • 

1937-46  .... 

-Annual: 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

:  Short  : 

;  tons  ; 

Short 

tons 

16 

1^ 

43 

78 

712 

^40 

769 

487 

4,619 

2,430 

:  ; 

:  : 

28  ; 
97  : 

6,i87 

3,647 

1942- 43  _ 

1943- 44  .... 

1944- 4^  .... 
194-^46  .... 

1946- 47  .... 

1947- 48  a/,. 

1 

0 

15 

28 

34 

19 

100 

14 

4 

47 

51 

12 

0 

0 

0 

1,^08 

2,054 

3,255 

480 

1,271 

1,218 

688 

187 

54 

-  14 

6,930 

8,061 

7,140 

95C’ 

1,770 

21  ; 
39  s 
c-  r  • 

?  26  < 
25  • 

13  •' 

616 

8,254 

9.025 

9,^437 

3001 

5,119 

Unshollod 

Avoragor- 
1942-46^  .  s . . 

1937-46  ....  : 

Annual;  . 

1942- 43  ....  : 

1943- 44  . 

1944- 45  ....  ; 

1945- 46  ....  : 
1946^47  ....  : 
1947-48 a/..  ; 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

fi 

5 

3 

0 

14 

11 

0 

0 

n 

201 

100 

0 

425 

170 

263 

145 

r\ 

•> 

2  ; 

1  : 

0  : 

0  : 

0  ; 

5  ; 

6  ; 

209 

105 

0 

.  439 
1^1 

268 

157 

Oompilod  from  official  rocords  of  tho  Bureau  of  tho 


l94b  6/  loss  than  1/2  ton 

Census 


.h 
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PORElGIf  mEKET  NOTES— HAZELNUTS 
J,  R«  Schrelber  Reports  on  §i-^tion  in  Italy  1/ 


..p  2  1948 

The  1948  prelimlDary  forecast  of  hazelA^  production  in  Italy  is  28,^  short 

:  compared  vdth  ^.W^M-f^nefjriiiAilJO^  I947  and  47.800  tons 
in  1946.  The  fOTcast  exceeds  the  ^yea^N|[^^^.4^y  average  of  23,900  tons  by 
19  ^rcent  and  t^  10-year  U937-46)  average  of  21,9t)0  tons  by  33  percent.  In  the 

in^lW  T«  forecast  is  for  17,900  tons  com^red^th  7,700  tons 

in  1947.  In  Sicily,  the  forecast  is  10,600  tons—about  5  tiaies  larger  than  last 

season  have  been  very  spotty  and  have  necessitated  a 
much  more  thorwgh  check  on  prospects  than  usual.  In  the  Naples-Avellino  District 

trLf'^are  light  sets,  while  in  others  th^ 

IZ  lr^  f  J  ®  ^  condition  is  due  to  a  warm  January,  which  started 

the  trees  ear^yj  and,  in  Pebruary-March,  cold  weather  did  considerable  damage  in 
some  areas  but  little  or  none  in  the  more  protected  areas.  ® 

■^^ry  dry.  The  spring  rains  were  very  light,  and 
ere  appears  to  be  a  shortage  of  soil  moisture  all  over  the  Island.  In  addition 
second  half  of  May,  strong  winds  caused  a  small  amount  of  damage  to  the 
Sicilian  hazelmt  crop.  The  present  crop  follows  one  of  the  poorest  in  recent 

Sstriot  irreLrLd*^°h®V?  Quality  the  Neplee-ATellino 

district  is  reported  to  be  fair  to  average  and,  in  Sicily,  about  average.  Growers 

in  Sicily  are  finally  taking  action  regarding  "cimiciato"  which  for  years  has 

user+n  private  funds  are  being  collected  and 

manner  in  which  to  combat  it*.  It 

would  connection.  While,  no  doubt,  DDT 

Icaitref  the  trees  are  widely 

.  ,  -  *  ®  application  of  DDT  might  be  accomplished  by  the  use  of  small 

portable  spray  outfits,  however.  «  use  01  smaii 

the  1947-48  marketing  year  about  closed,  best  available  estimates  of  the 
carry-over  indicate  a  probable  2,^00  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  remaining  in  the 
country  compared  with  6,1C0  tons  at  the  same  tMe  a  year  ago.  The  ^^-oler 

all^of  th  balance  is  in  Naples-Avellinor^Practically 

all  of  the  carry-over  is  still  in  the  hands  of  growers.  rracuicaiiy 


^  ®  study  of  foreign  production  of  edible  tree  nuts 
conducted  under  the  provisions  of  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act. 
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The  1947-48  export  season  was  rather  disappointing  to  most  exporters,  and 
the  total  volume  is  unofficially  estimated  to  have  totaled  about  3,100  tons  from 
all  of  Italy.  Sweden  appears  to  have  been  the  best  market  during  the  season. 

Small  lots  went  to  various  South  and  Central  American  markets  as  well  as  Near  East 
countries.  A  few  carloads  were  shipped  to  France 5  but  this  business  was  rather 
unsatisfactory,  due  to  the  delays  in  entry*  permits  and  other  reasons.  Sv/itzerland, 
probably  the  world’s  largest  per-capita  consumer  of  hazelnuts,  was  a  very  minor 
factor  this  season.  The  lov/  price  of  Turkish  hazelnuts  and  the  compensation  deals 
made  in  Spain  are  the  chief  reasons  for  the  abeonce  of  the  Sv/iss  from  the  Italian 
market  this  season. 

The  utilization  of  hazelnuts  for  oil  stopped  completely  early  in  the  season 
because  of  the  bumper  olive  crop  in  prospect.  It  appears  that,  even  ivith  the  loss 
of  this  very  important  outlet  of  the  two  previous  seasons,  domestic  consumption 
totaled  about  10,400  short  tons.  The  season’s  production  was  9»900  tons  and 
carry=-over  was  about  6,100  tons,  making  a  total  supply  at  the  start  of  the  season 
of  16,000  tons-  Some  members  of  the  trade  state  that,  had  the  price  of  chocolate 
been  lower  and  supplies  of  sugar  plentiful,  even  more  nuts  would  have  been  used 
in  the  domestic  candy  and  bakery  trade. 

The  exporters  are  expecting  another  slow  export  year  in  1948-49,  unless  the 
European  Recovery  Plan  in  some  v/ay  makes  it  possible  to  enter  western  European 
markets  again.  It  is  still  teo  early  to  forecast  Turkish  and  Spanish  prices,  but 
the  consensus  of  opinion  seems  to  be  that  Turkish  prices  will  again  be  the  lowest 
and  that  the  Spanish  will  be  higher  but  possibly  competitive  again  on  compensation 
deals.  The  general  feeling  also  is  that,  in  view  of  the  ever-growing  production 
in  the  United  States,  that  market  will  eventually  disappear.  Some  exporters  have 
suggested  that  the  western  German  zone  should  be  opened  to  Italian  dried  fruits 
and  nuts,  as  the  Germans  traditionally  have  been  their  largest  outlet  for  these 
products.  Such  a  move  would  go  a  long  v/ay  toward  speeding  Italian  agricultural 
and  economic  recovery-— at  the  same  time  supplying  food  to  the  occupied  zones. 

There  appears  little  likelihood  that  the  British  Ministry  of  Food  vdll  enter  the 
Italian  hazelnut  market  during  the  new  season  in  vievj"  of  anticipated  lovirer  prices 
in  other  countries.  The  question  of  -vdiat  to  do  ^vith  a  nevf  crop  of  28,^00  tons  and 
a  carry-over  of  2,^00  tons~or,  in  other  words,  an  available  supply  of  31^000  tons  — 
in  face  of  such  dull  export  prospects  is  causing  considerable  concern  in  some 
quarters. 
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nmiED  STATES:  Itaports  for  consumption,  of  shollod  and  unsholled  hasolnuts 
fr^om  specnfiea  countries,  1946-47,  with  comparisons 


Year  a/ 


Italy 


Spain 


Tu  rkey 


Other 

countries 


Total 


Short  tons  :  Short  tons  ;  Short  tons  :*  Short  tons 


Shelled 

Averages 

1942-46^  ... 
1937-46  ...  : 

Annual s 

1942- 43  ... 

1943- 44  ... 

1944- 4^  ... 
194-^46  ... 

1946- 47  ... 

1947- 48  V' 
Unshelled 

Averages 

1942-46^  ... 

1937-46  ... 
Annuals 

1942- 43  .. 

1943- 44  .. 

1944- 4-^  .. 
194:9-46  .. 

1946- 47  .. 

1947- 48  b/. 


352 

201 


2,437 

1,492 


2,989 

4,231 

4,921 

1,948 


Short  tons 


2,888 

1,822 


27- 

576 

4,130 

4,595 

5,060 

1,572 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census 
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W,  R.  Schrelber  Forecasts  Larger  Hazelnut  Crop  in  Turkey  l/ 


The  1948  prelimimry  forecast  of  hazelmt  production  In  Turkev  is  A8  7nn 
tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  with  60,^00  tons  in  194?  and  ^  OQO  tLf 

JoTs-.— j-<:s,5r7sri; 

..  -■  s2'rs;.£.”s; 

in*  .bout  s,m  toM  of  thi.  i^nDoS“irn*thr  i;  "pbr**^  b.  how. 

exporters,  and  erowers-  Tb«  ^  oaiance  is  in  the  hands  of  merchants, 

trade  expects  most  of  the  present  carry-over°to  be^sold^b^f  quality.  The 

to  market  towards  the  end  of  this  monS.  before  new  crop  goods  come 

short'to^oflSn.fanlT^?  ****  15.427 

The  ejLport  market  Ls  not  blw\a  offioial  etatistios. 

realized  early  in  Se  seLorth^t  ^  OoTemment 

a  large  oarrj^^^oTer  wouirbron^!rr  ^  °  facilitate  e^cporta,  a 

fall.  AuthSlzatior^e  giyen  ezporte^^ritLv'''  '=‘’1“ 

f  ®7!233.ooo)  fratu:d'^%i\“si:^:^oo  ^b^t 

for  Mpcrtatlon°to”raq“syr“^";ran^ortan^°?^l®  IT  l-OOO.OOO  ™e  authorized 

and  Cyprus,  This  me”ure  «aul+»r?«^  ^  Palestine.  Saudi  Arabia.  Yemen.  Egypt, 

move  the  entire  crop!  1°  a  good  movement  but  still  was  insufficient  to 

de-bio:k'^;ds'“:fp:^:o:rii:inrabLT 

other  items  were  au^ho^Lef  ?he  mnsf ;  hazelnuts  for  luxury  and 

minimum  export  prices  on  Mav  1^  abolition  of 

through  otLrcoS?r?«r^-rK  U*  hazelnuts  were  exported 

removf?  countries  such  as  the  United  ^ates.  Tha 

price  of  $70  for  220  pounds  current  prices.  The  minimum  export 

f.o.b.  Istanbu?r  ihe^prfces  con^J^J  ti  t^8-00 

A  further  blow  to  the  Turkish  markA-f-  finally  leveled  at  about  $40.00, 

at  prices  lower  than  iSklsf  hazelnuts 

hazelnuts,  ^-urfclsh.  The  Swiss  fomerly  were  large  buyers  of  Turkish 


coEduoted^^der^tho^nr^v?^4^  foreign  production  of  edible  tree  nuts 

ucvea  under  the  provisions  of  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act. 
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The  disturbed  condition  of  the  market  brought  demands  from  exporters  for  the 
reestablishment  of  minimum  export  prices^  Meetings  were  held  by  trade  groups; 
and,  in  general,  the  trade  members  ^voro  unanimous  in  their  demand  for  the  reestab¬ 
lishment,  Another  meeting  is  to  be  hold  to  determine  if  minimum  prices  should  be 
applied  to  the  1948  crop.  At  prosont,  the  situation  is  uncertain;  but  it  is 
expected  some  policy  will  be  formulated  for  the  new  marketing  season. 
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1948  World  Hazelnut  Production  Forecast  Above  Last  Season^s  ^ 

By 

W,  R.  Schreiber 
Agricultural  Economist 

The  1948  preliminary  forecast  of  hazelnut  production  in  Italy,  Spain,  Turkey, 
and  the  United  States— the  leading  commercial  producing  countries— is  127*^0  short 
tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  with  112,200  tons  (revised)  in  194?  sdid  164,4^0  tons 
in  1946.  The  forecast  exceeds  the  (1942-46)  average  of  113,^02  tons  by 

12  percent  and  the  10-year  (1937-46)  average  of  10^,737  tons  by  21  percent.  The 
final  outturn  checks  on  the  1947  crop  indicate  that,  while  the  harvest  in  Spain  was 
a  little  less  than  the  early  season  estimate,  the  United  States  harvest  turned  out 
to  be  slightly  above  the  earlier  estimates. 

Hazelnuts,  unshelledt  Estimated  production  in  specified  countries, 

1948,  with  comparisons.  (Foreign  production  rounded  to  nearest 
100  short  tons.) 


Year 


Italy 


Spain 


Turkey 


:  Mediter- 
;  ranean 
:  Basin 
:  total 


:  United 
:  States 
•  unshelled 


World 

total 


: Short  tons: Short  tons:  Short  tons: Short  tons: Short  tons:  Short  tons 


Average: 


1942-46  . 

• 

• 

23,900 

:  22,300  : 

61,000 

:  107,200  ; 

6,302 

113,502 

1937-46  . 

• 

• 

21,^00 

:  23,900  : 

55,400 

:  100,800  : 

4^937 

105,737 

Annual: 

• 

• 

• 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

194^ . 

• 

1^,700 

•  • 

18,000  : 

33,000 

•  • 

:  66,700  : 

5.300 

72,000 

1946 . 

47,800 

:  18,200  : 

90,000 

:  156,000  : 

8,450 

164,450 

1947  ^ . 

• 

• 

9,900 

33,000  : 

60,500 

:b/l03,400  :b/ 

8,800 

b/112,200 

1948  ^  ..... 

• 

• 

28,500 

:  24,000  : 

68,700 

:  121,200  : 

6,480 

127,680 

^  Preliminary 
^  Revised 

Trade  and  official  sources 

1/  Preliminary  report  of  a  study  of  foreign  production  of  edible  tree  nuts 
conducted  under  the  provisions  of  the  Research  and  Jferketing  Act. 


-  2  - 


Growing  conditions  in  Spain  and  Turkey,  to  date,  have  boon  satisfactory 
generally.  In  Italy,  grovang  conditions  have  boon  spotted  duo  to  unseasonably 
warn  vraathor  early  in  the  season.  In  the  United  States,  conditions  have  boon 
unsatisfactory  and  dovolopnont  is  reported  to  bo  later  than  usual. 

Stocks  of  hazelnuts  remaining  from  the  194?  harvest  in  the  Mediterranean- 
Basin  countries  as  the  1947-48  season  closes  are  estimated  at  about  30,000  tons, 
compared  with  13,400  tons  a  year  earlier.  Spain  has  the  largest  carry-over  and 
Turkey  the  second  largest.  A  small  amount  of  the  present  carry-over  in  Spain 
my  be  moved  before  the  now-crop  nuts  appear  on  the  market  later  this  month. 

In  Turkey,  oven  though  a  largo  tonnage  remains  and  the  market  is  confused,  some 
members  of  the  trade  believe  that  present  stocks  may  bo  disposed  of  boforo 
now-crop  nuts  arrive  late  this  month. 

The  1947-48  export  season  was  one  of  tho  poorest  in  the  postwar  period 
from  a  tonnage  point  of  view.  Exports  from  Italy  wore  estimated  at  3,100  short 
tons,  unshollod  basis,  and  from  Spain,  about  9,?00  tons;  while  Turkey  exported 
over  40,000  short  tons,  unshollod  basis.  Duo  to  a  vory  favorable  compensation 
deal  made  with  Spain,  Switzerland's  purchases  on  tho  Italian  and  Turkish  markets 
wore  negligible.  Tho  Swiss  are  reported  to  have  resold  some  tonnages  acquired 
from  Spain  to  other  countries  at  vory  attractive  prises.  Tho  general  lack  of 
foreign  exchange  in  most  foreign  countries  curtailed  purchases  in  Italy  and 
Turkey.  Spanish  exporters  wore  hampered  by  high  domestic  prices  but  wore  able  to 
transact  somo  business  on  compensation  and  combined-account  deals. 

Tho  1948-49  export  season  which  is  about  to  begin  is  faced  with  many  of  tho 
same  restrictive  influences  as  tho  season  now  closing.  Inasmuch  as  olive  oil 
supplies  are  adequate  and  good  crops  of  olives  arc  in  sight,  there  appears  little 
likPlihood that  hazelnuts  will  bo  utilized  for  oil  in  Italy  and  Spain,  as  was  tho 
caso  two  years  ago.  In  Spain,  tho  higher  prices  will  keep  foreign  buyers  out 
of  the  market  unless  compensation  or  combinod-account  deals  are  made.  A  revalua¬ 
tion  of  tho  pcseba  could  bring  Spanish  pricos  in  lino  with  those  of  other  coun¬ 
tries  and  result  in  a  fairly  largo  export  movement. 

There  appears  to  bo  a  general  fooling  in  those  countries  that  tho  European 
Recovery  Program  will  in  somo  way  aid  in  tho  recovery  of  a  part  of  tho  Gorman 
market.  In  prewar  yoars,  Germany  vras  tho  largest  importer  of  hazelnuts,  although 
not  tho  largest  pcr-capita  consumer.  Tho  loss  of  tho  Gorman  market  in  postv/ar 
yoars  has  boon  one  of  the  principal  reasons  that  those  countries  have  had  diffi¬ 
culty  in  disposing  of  thoir  crops. 

The  1948-49  marketing  policy  of  tho  Turkish  Government  has  not  boon 
announced.  Tho  matter  of  minimum  export  pricos  vorsus  completely  free  exports 
seems  to  bo  tho  chief  factor  involved.  The  confusion  and  rapid  drop  of  pricos 
which  resulted  when  minimum  export  pricos  were  removed  this  year  has  brought  a 
demand  for  restoration  of  somo  sort  of  control  over  export  pricos.  Since  Turkey 
produces  an  average  of  ^2  percent  of  tho  world  total,  tho  policy  adopted  by  that 
country  will  have  v;idosproad  repercussions  in  tho  vrorld's  hazelnut  trade. 


Italy 


U  proliminary  forecast  of  hazolnut  production  in  Italy  is  28  <^00 

unshoHod  basis,  conparod  with  9,900  tons  (rovisod)  in  194?  and 

tl'900  tZl  hv  l^Q  J  oxcoods  tho  5-yoar  (1942-46)  avorago  of 

nss  uJiVsE s. 

Distr^t  on!  phocfc  on  prospoots  than  usual.  In  tho  Jfeplos-Avollino  . 

In  !th!'!j  f  sooMons  thoro  tho  troos  havo  only  light  sots,  whiio 

!mc!  !t!rt!!  !!r!r!!!  "f"’  condition  is  duo  t!  a  wam’janua?y. 

ablo  damago  xn  somo  aroas  but  littlo  or  nono  in  tho  n.oro  protootod  ar!as! 

Winter  was  very  dry.  Tho  spring  rains  woro  vory  liKht  and 

duX  tT:oc!!d  Llf1f'^:f  1  -lonS:  lf!ddi«on. 

qJ.-iTc  ^  half  of  May,  strong  winds  caused  a  small  amount  of  dama^-c  to  tho 

^  <=‘-°P  “0  'of  tho  poorest  i!“o!o!! 

mstri!t  irroportodT'bff*"  aomowhat  larger.  Quality  in  tho  Waplos-Avollino 

in  Slcilv  L!  !-,!•  and,  in  Sicily,  about  arorago.  Growors 

biciiy  aro  finally  taking  action  regarding  "cimiciato"  which  for  years  has 

plagued  the  industry.  It  was  learned  that  private  funds  are  being  collected  and 

life  cycle  and  tho  best  manner  in  which^o  combat  it 

DW  :  u!rklll®lh!  connection,  mio  !!  d  uM, 

widorrscatto!o!  ?h!  V  ho  difficult  to  apply  it  because  tho  trees  ar^ 

Imll  nort^M^ '  The  application  of  DDT  might  bo  accomplished  by  tho  use  of 
small,  portable,  spray  outfits,  however.  j  ui 

With  tho  1947-48  marketing  year  about  closed,  best  available  estimates  of  tho 

hare  boon  the  best  market  during  the  so!!L  L!n 
coiintr''”'  °  ‘''■crious,  South  and  Central  American  markets  as  well  as  Near  East 

!rtL?!;tol.  rr  to  Franca,  but  this  S^siSLf^as  ™!her 

bocau!!°or!!!'h!!“  of  tosolnuts  for  oil  stopped  completely  early  in  tho  season 

of  this  vory  importa!t°o!tlor!f  tho*’t!°^°°*' •  “  “PP'’»''=  ^hat,  even  with:  tho  loss 
totaled  about  1^400  seasons,  domestic  consumption 

aioa  about  10,400  short  tons.  Tho  season's  production  was  9,900  tons  and 
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carry-ovor  was  about  6,100  tons,  making  a  total  supply  at  tho  start  of  tho 
season  of  16,000  tons.  Some  members  of  tho  trade  state  that,  had  tho  price  c 

of  chocolate  been  lov/or  and  supplies  of  sugar  plentiful,  oven  more  nuts  would 
have  been  used  in  tho  domestic  candy  and  bakery  trade. 

f 

The  exporters  are  expecting  another  slow  export  year  in  1948-49,  unless  tho 
European  Recovery  plan  in  some  way  makes  it  possible  to  enter  western  European 
markets  again.  It  is  still  too  early  to  forecast  Turkish  and  Spanish  prices, 
but  tho  concensus  of  opinion  seems  to  bo  that  Turkish  prices  will  again  bo  the 
lowest  and  that  tho  Spanish  will  bo  higher  but  possible  competitive  again  on 
compensation  deals.  Tho  general  fooling  also  is  that,  in  view  of  tho  ovor-greav- 
ing  production  in  tho  United  States,  that  market  will  eventually  disappear. 

Some  exporters  have  suggested  that  tho  vrostorn  German  zone  should  bo  opened  to 
Italian  dried  fruits  and  nuts,  as  tho  Gormans  traditionally  have  been  their 
largest  outlet  for  those  products.  Such  a  move  would  go  a  long  way  toward 
speeding  Italian  agricultural  and  economic  rocovory--at  tho  same  time  supplying 
food  to  tho  occupied  zones.  There  appears  little  likelihood  that  tho  British 
Mnistry  of  Food  will  enter  tho  Italian  hazolnut  market  during  the-  now  season, 
in  view  of  anticipated  lower  prices  in  other  countries.  Tho  question  of  what 
to  do  with  a  new  crop  of  28,^00  tons  and  a  carry-over  of  2,^00  tons— or,  in 
other  words,  an  available  supply  of  3l#C)00  tons— in  face  of  such  dull  export 
prospects  is  causing  considerable  concern  in  some  quarters. 

Spain 

Tho  1948  preliminary  forecast  of  hazolnut  production  in  Spain  is  24,000 
short  tons,  unsholiod  basis,  compared  with  33*000  tons  in  194?  (revised)  and 
18,200  tons  in  1946.  Tho  forecast  is  about  tho  same  as  tho  10-year  (1937~46) 
average  of  23,900  tons  and  8  percent  above  the  ^-yoar  (1942-46)  average  of 
22,300  tons. 

Growing  conditions  to  date  have  boon  generally  satisfactory.  Hov/evor, 
growers  feel  that,  in  view  of  tho  exceptionally  heavy  crop  of  tho  previous 
year,  tho  trees  are  bound  to  bo  exhausted,  and  a  smaller  crop  v/ill  be  harvested. 
Examination  of  the  trees  boars  out  tho  small-crop  forecast,  as  nearly  every 
tree  observed  had  a  very  small  sot.  In  tho  Rous-Tarragona  area,  whore  nearly 
all  tho  hazelnuts  are  produced,  about  half  the  trees  are  irrigated. 

Tho  lack  of  rains  in  tho  area  has  created  considerable  pessimism  among 
some  growers  and  exporters  as  to  tho  production  in  irrigated  orchards,  inasmuch 
as  irrigation  water  is  definitely  short.  They  fear  a  heavy  drop  of  immature 
fruit  in  those  orchards  may  result,  especially  if  tho  summ.cr  turns  out  to  bo 
exceptionally  hot.  Very  light  rains  and  cool  weather,  which  have  boon* 
experienced  during  all  of  May,  have  helped  tho  situation  slightly— but  not 
enough  to  affect  tho  size  of  tho  crop  appreciably, 

Tho  number  of  bearing  ’’trees"  in  Spain  scorns  to  bo  increasing  slowly.  A 
largo  number  of  now,  small  plantings  was  observed  in  tho  district.  Those 
plantings  averaged  loss  than  a  half-acre  and  in  many  cases  wore  loss  than  a  > 
city  lot  in  tho  United  States,  It  was  stated  that  tho  average  production  in 
Spain  is  gradually  working  upwards  and  that  it  may  roach  28,000  short  tons  in 
the  shell  in  tho  not-too-distant  future. 
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Tho  Gstimatos  of  stocks  on  hand  as  of  Juno  1  vary  groatlyj  but  it  appoars 
that  about  lA-s^OO  tons^,  unshollod  basis,  romain  from  tho  194?  harvost,  Tho 
growors  havo  boon  roluctant  to  soil;  and,  in  viow  of  thoir  vast  numbor,  it  is 
impossiblo  for  tho  trado  to  bo  roasonably  contain  of  tho  stocks  remaining  in  tho 
country.  Growors  profor  to  hold  hazolnuts  instead  of  curroncy  and,  therefore, 
do  not  soil  until  money  is  needed  for  some  purchase.  Tho  stocks  actually  hold 
by  tho  exporters  aro  vory  small  at  this  time. 

Tho  1947-48  export  season  now  coming  to  a  close  was  rather  discouraging  to 
tho  trade.  Official  export  statistics  aro  not  yet  available;  but  reliable  trado 
estimates  place  the  total  at  about  9^700  tons,  unshelled  basis j  which  is  a  rather 
poor  showing  when  compared  to  the  large  crop  harvested  in  1947-  The  bulk  of 
these  went  to  Switzerland,-,  and  a  few  relatively  minor  shipments  wore  made  to 
Canada,  Egypt,  South  Africa,  and  South  America,  The  prices  of  Spanish  hazolnuts 
throughout  tho  season  v/ere  higher  than  those  of  Turkey  and  Italy  and,  tiiorofore, 
restricted  largo  scale  exports.  The  Gerraan  market,  in  prewar  years  one  of  tho 
largest,  remained  closed  to  Spanish  nuts.  At  prosont  tho  trado  is  hopeful  that 
some  arrangements  will  eventually  bo  naade  whereby  shipments  can'again  be  made  to 
that  country,  but  they  realize  that  it  may  bo  some  time  before  that  takes  place. 
The  business  with  Switzerland  was  possible  in  such  volume  because  of  tho  position 
of  tho  Swiss  franc.  Swiss  buyers  would  purchase  in  Spain  and  then  sell  in  other 
countries  virhero  tho  exchange  rate  was  more  favorable.  In  this  manner^  it  was 
possible  for  tho  Swiss  to  compote  with  cheaper  hazolnuts  from  other  areas.  It  is 
reported  that,  in  recent  weeks,  tho  British  Blinistry  of  Food  has  indicated 
interest  in  Spanish  hazolnuts;  but  tho  matter  of  price  is  still  tho  main  obstacle 
to  an  actual  transaction.  It  is  possible  that  a  fairly  largo  sale  of  1947  crop 
nuts  will  be  made  before  the  new  crop  comes  to  market. 

The  present  outlook  for  tho  1948-49  export  season  is  not  extremely  bright. 
High  prices  continue,  but  seem  to  bo  displaying  a  weakening  tendency.  Tho  demand 
from  oil  crushers,  which  early  last  season  accounted  for  the  bulk  of  tho  domestic 
sales  and  used  an'  estimated  4,800  short  tons,  unshollod  basis,  ?/ill  not  reappear 
this  season.  The  output  of  olive  oil  during  tho  1947-48  season  was  one  of  tho 
largest  in  recent  years- — which  made  it  unnecessary  to  use  nuts  for  oil  after 
Docombori  Large  stocks  of  olive  oil  ronaln  which  v\rill  carry  the  country  into  tho 
now  crop  oil  in  December;  and,  therefore,  nuts  vail  not  be  crushed  this  season. 
Spain  finds  itself  faced  wx'bh  a  now  crop  of  24,000  tons  together  with  14,^00  tons 
carried  over  from  1947*  The  total  of  38,500  tons  is  considerably  more  than  can 
bo  disposed  of  in  face  of  tho  severe  competition,  pricewiso,  from  other  areas. 

Vilhilo  it  is  much  too  early  to  estimate  what  foreign  demand  might  develop 
during  tho  now  season,  exporters  aro  not  optimistic  and  express  the  opinion 
freely  that,  unless  something  is  done  by  tho  Govornr.ient  to  facilitate  exports, 
tho  huge  supply  will  remain  all  season  and  exports  will  bo  practically  at  a 
standstill.  It  has  been  suggested  that  tho  system  of  ’’Combined  Accounts,”  whoreby 
the  exporter  is  permitted  to  sell  his  foreign  exchange  to  an  importer  at  better 
than  tho  official  exchange  rate  of  10.95  pesetas  to  tho  United  States  dollar,  bo 
used.  Other  suggestions  have  boon  to  completely  free  tho  foreign  exchange 
obtained  from  foreign  sales  or  to  rovaluato  tho  posota  to  bring  it  mox'o  nearly 
in  lino  v/ith  other  currencies  and  make  it  possible  to  compote  ivith  other  produc- 
ing  areas.  Just  what  stops,  if  any,  will  bo  taken  by  tho  Government  to  aid  tho 
exporter  romain  to  be  seen.  As  matters  stand  at  tho  end  of  Ifay,  tho  vxhole  export 
picture  remains  uncertain  and  unpromising  for  oxporters  of  hazolnuts. 


'  A'  ‘ 
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Turkey 

Tho  1948  preliminary  forecast  of  hazelnut  production  in  Turkey  is  68,700  J 
short  tons,  unshellod  bdsis,  compared  \vith  60,^00  tons  in  194?  and  90,000  tens  j 
in  1946#  The  forecast  exceeds  the  ^--year  average  (1942-46)  of  61,000  tons  by 
13  percent  and  the  10-yoar  average  (1937-46)  of  5^,400  tons  by  24  percent, 

V/eather  and  growing  conditions  in  general  wore  satisfactory.  Grov/ing 
conditions  in  tho  relatively  minor  Fatsa  Ordu  region,  however,-  v/oro  not  satis-'^ 
factory. 

Stocks  remaining  from  the  1 947- harvest  wore  estimated  at  about  13,700  tons, 
unshellod  basis,  on  Jvily  1,  Tho  Filbert  Growers’  Cooperative  is  reported  to 
bo  holding  about  8,7*^^  tens  of  this  quantity.  The  balance  is  in  tho  hands  of 
merchants,  exporters,  and  growers.  The  bulk  of  tho  stocks  are  of  fair  average 
quality.  The  trade  expects  most  of  the  present  cariy-ovor  to  bo  sold  before 
now  crop  goods  come  to  market  towards  the  end  of  this  month. 

Exports  during  tho  1947-48  marketing  season  to  tho  end  of  April  totaled 
15j427  short  tons  of  shelled  and  1,423  tons  of  unshellod,  according  to  official 
statistics.  The  export  market  has  not  been  as  active  as  a  year  ago.  Tho 
Turkish  Government  realized  early  in  tho  season  that,  unloss  stops  v/oro  taken 
to  facilitate  exports,  a  largo  carry-ovor  would  bo  on  hand  when  now-crop  nuts 
arrived  in  tho  market  this  fall.  Authorization  v/as  given  for  exports  to 
Storling-b-lec  areas  totaling  20,435i000  TL  (about  US.:;j)7;»233sOOO)  for  shelled 
nuts  and  6,640,000  TL  (about  US .‘!J2, 3^0^000)  for  unshollod  nuts.  In  addition, 
a  sum  of  TL  1,000,000  was  authorized  for  exportation  to  Iraq,  Syria,  Transjordan/ 
Palestine,  Saudi  Arabia,  Yemen,  Egypt,  and  Cyprus.  This  measure  resulted  in  a 
good  movement  but  still  was  insufficient  to  move  tho  entire  crop. 

r 

In  May,  hazelnuts  wore  added  to  tho  list  of  products  which  could  be 
exported  to  do-block  funds  of  persons  living  abroad.  Barter  trade  in  hazelnuts 
for  luxury  and  other  items  v/orc  authorized.  The  most  im.portant  stop  taken  vias 
tho  abolition  of  minimum  export  prices  on  Hay  I3.  Prior  to  this,  many  hazelnuts 
wore  exported  through  other  countries  to  hard-curroncy  countries  such  as  tho 
United  States,  The  removal  of  tho  minimum  price  resulted  in  a  sudden  drop  in 
prices.  The  minimum  export  price  of  $70  for  220  pounds, 'current  quaHty, 
shelled  nuts  fell  in  one  day  to  $^8.00,  f.o.b,  Istanbul.  .The  prices  continued 
to  decline  and  finally  leveled  at  about  $40,00.  A  further  blow  to  tho  Turkish 
market  was  tho  Sv/iss  offer  to  sell  Spanish  hazelnuts  at  pricos  lower  than 
Turkish.-  The  Sv/iss  formerly  v/oro  largo  buyers  of  Turkish  hazelnuts. 

Tho  disturbed  condition  of  tho  market  brought  demands  from  exporters  for 
tho  reestablishment  of  minimum  export  pricos.  Mootings  wore  hold  by  trade 
groups j  and,  in  general,  the  trade  members  wore  unanimous  in  their  demand  for 
tho  reestablishment.  linothur  mooting,  is  to  bo  hold  to  determine  if  minimum 
pricos  should  be  applied  to  tho  1948  crop.  At  present,  tho  situation. is 
uncertain;  but  it  is  expected  seme  policy  will  bo  formulated  for  the  new 
marketing  season. 


UNITED  STATES: 


Imports,  for  consxxmption 
from  specified  countries. 


,  of  shCilod  and  unshollcd  hazelnuts 
1946-47,  with  comparisons 


Year  a/ 


Shelled 


Italy- 
Short  tons 


Spain 


Short  tons 


Turkey 


Short  tons 


Other 

countries* 


Total 


Short  tons 


Short  tons 


Average; 

1942-4  6 
1937-46 

Annual: 


62 

93 


352  ;  2,437 

201  ;  1,492 


37  !  2,888 

36  ;  1,822 


1942-4?  . , 

:  0 

:  559 

:  1,191 

27 

194?-44  . 

u 

0 

27 

1944-4i^ . ^ 

U 

r\ 

17 

0 

576 

u 

2,989 

0 

4,180 

194^47 . 

1  (0 
133 
16 

*  6 

4,231 

180 

4,595 

1947-48  y _ 

:  1 

:  0 

4,921 

1,861 

5 

11 

5,060 

1,888 

Unshollod 

* 

Average; 

1942-46  . 

1937-46  . 

392 

318 

62 

2 

0 

456 

32 

.1 

1 

352 

Annual; 

1942-43  . 

1943-44  . 

u 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

1944-4^  . 

u 

6 

16 

220 

69 

0 

0 

0 

1945- 46 . 

1946- 47  . 

u 

361 

1,600 

0 

8 

0 

0 

16 

589 

1947-48  y.  .  ,  .  ; 

* 

2 

u 

0 

0 

0  ; 

• 

• 

1,669 

2 

a/  Crop  year  basis,  September-August 
b/  10  months,  September  1947-June  I948 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census 
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FOREIGN  MARKET  NOTES— WALNUTS 

W  «  Of  ILLINO'S 

W.  R,  Sohreiber  Forecasts  Larger  Walnut  Crop  in  Italy  ]/ 

Di  production  in  the  Naples -Sorrento 

in  194?  a^d  pm  +  ?  I?  ^shelled  basis,  cmpared  with  14,000  tons 

^  (revised)  in  1946.  The  anticipated  harvest  is  better  than 

^  ^  record  crop.  Growers  and  trade  members  are  all  awaiting 

weather  developments  during  the  next  few  weeks  to  see  how  heavy  a  drop  will^ccur. 

In  general,  growing  conditions  all  season  have  been  favorable  for  a  good 
average  crop.  The  continued  cool  weather  and  occasional  heavy  rains  Le  fausing 
some  worry  to  members  of  the  industry.  Personal  inspection  in  this  district 
revealed  fine,  well  developed  nuts  on  all  trees,  with  little  or  no  evidence  of 
damage.  It  is  doubtful,  in  the  writer's  opinion,  that  the  drop  will  be  more  than 
a  normal  one  ^less  unusually  adverse  weather  occurs  between  now  and  harvest.  It 

it  d  accux^oy,  but  the  general 

it  will  be  good  when  compared  with  the  poor  quality  of  last  year's  crop. 

Fr^  the  export  angle,  the  1947-48  marketing  year  now  closing  was  far  fTT«n 
successful  ,ri.en  ccmpered  with  a  »eiml  prewar  y«rf  ThH^orts  if  sifricts 

sported  tc^we  shewn  ceusSeiaWr 

Irterest  ID  TOlnuts,  net  only  In  the  year  closing  but  In  new-crop  nuts.  The  bulk 
afe^rn  “Ppears  to  have  been  sold  In  the  domestic  market.  There 

year  arr^T^’‘u^u!“  statistics  for  the 

as  fa3*'L°r^  racketing  year  1948-49,  soon  to  commenoe,  is  viewed  with  some  optimism 
^  k”  of  inquiries  thus  far  received  fS^ 

^IsTOt  “'oureglng.  The  Inquiries  are  chiefly  from  Argentina 

nd  Egn>t.  However,  other  countries  are  also  interested.  The  anticioated  Sonr 

1?  Lf®'  current  prices  of  unshelled  ItalSn  walnSr  f  i, 

from  abro^*ie^em°^tr^*'  probably  would  Increase  If  the'demand 

™o^^  highe^'pk™^^  fS3«riS®«aV»  rhe%:fiit: 

rrrch^“!“““  belleve^that^:^^^:^:•^^3^^^ome 


^  report  of  a  study  of  foreign  production  of  edible  tree  rmt* 

conducted  under  the  provisions  of  the  Research^and  ISarketi^  ® 


UNITED  STATES:  Exports  of  shelled  and  xmsholled  wilnuts 
from  specified  countries,  191^6^7,  with  comparisons. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bxiroau  of  the  Census 
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FN  13-48  November  29,  1948 

1948  12:DITERRANEM  basin  almond  production  below  average 

The  1948  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  production  in  the  6  lead¬ 
ing  foreign  commercial  producing  countries  is  53^200  (revised)  short  tons 
compared  vrith  77,? 500  (revised)  tons  in  1947,  ^nd  71,700  tons  in  1946,  The 
-estimate  is  18  percent  smaller  than  the  5-year  (1942-46)  average  of  65,200 
tons,  and  20  percent  smaller  tht'in  the  10-year  (1937“^6)  average  of  66,300  tons. 
It  also  is  the  smallest  since  1942  when  only  51,200  tons  were  produced  in  this 
group  oi  countries,.  The  small  crop  in  Spain  and  Italy,  the  world’s  largest 
producer  of  shelled  almonds,  have  reduced  the.  vrorld  total  to  well  below  aver¬ 
age.  Production  ±n  Iran^  French  Morocco,  and  Portugal  vras  larger  than  last 
year. 


ALMONDS,  SHELLED:  Estimated  commercial  production  in  specified  countries, 

1948  with  comparisons 


Country 

Rounded  to  nearest  100 

short  tons 

i  Average 

i  1942-46 

Average 

1937-46 

1946 

1947  a/ 

1948  ^ 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

tons 

'  tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

France  . . . 

i  700 

700 

700 

1,000 

800 

French  Morocco. . , 

1,800 

2,400 

2,400 

b/  1,200 

b/.  3,300 

Iran, . . . 

6,400 

7,100 

7,700 

b/  6,000 

b/  7,700 

28,400 

29,500 

33,000 

b/  46,200 

18,700 

Portugal, 

2,400 

2,600 

3,700 

1,100 

2,900 

pci  in 

25,500 

2.L ,  000 

24,200 

22,000 

19,800 

Foreign  total 

65,200 

66,300 

71,700 

y  77,500 

y  53,200 

United  States: 

Unshelled, 

i  26,100 

y  20,500 

37,800 

29,200 

29,600 

^  Preliminary;. 

^  Revised, 


Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations. 

Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign 
governments,  reports  of  United  States  foreign  service  officers,  results 
of  office  research,  or  other  inform.ation. 
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Grov.'ing  conditions  in  all  countries  except  Italy  and  Spain  during 
1948  were  satisfactory  although  somewhat  spotty.  The  pre-Easter  frosts 
in  the  Bari  district  in  Italy  brought  disaster  to  the  almond  crop.  Har¬ 
vesting  everyivhere  v/as  accomplished  satisfactorily  with  adequate  labor 
and  transportation. 

The  quality  generally  is  equal  or  superior  to  that  of  the  previous 
season  v/ith  one  exception.  That  v/as  in  French  Morocco,  v;here  a  consider¬ 
able  percentage  of  poor  kernels  are  reported.. 

The  1947-48  marketing  season  closed- v;ith  an  estimated  carry-over  of 
23,600  tons  (shelled  basis)  from  the  1947  harvest,  of  which  15,400  tons 
rrere  in  Italy,  7,000  tons  in  Spain,  100  tons  in  Iran,  and  11,000  tor^a  in 
Portugal.  The  bulk 'of  this  tonnage  is  still  in  the  hands  of  growers  7irho 
sell  reluctantly  and  only  'when  seriously  needing  money.  Exwrts  during 
the  season  were  as  anticipated,  well  below  a  normal  prewar  year.  Offi¬ 
cial  exixirt  statistics  in  these  countries  are  usually  released  several  ■ 
months  after  the  close  of  the  season.  On  the  basis  of  trade  estimates, 
about  35,200  tons,  or  about  45  percent  of. the  1947  crop  v/ere  moved  into 
export  channels,  w^ith  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Importers,  The  United  Kingdom  purchases  were  not  as  select  as 
those  of  the  United  States,  the  latter  purchasing  mostly  small-sized 
kernels  and  specialty  types.  The  continued  absence  of  Germany  from  the 
:_nter  national  almond  market  was  felt  keenly  by -Italy  and  Spain,  ■  High-  - 
prices  in  Spain  prevented  that  country«from  doing  a  normal  export,  busi¬ 
ness,  although  during  the  second  half,  of  the  season  the  volume  was 
increased  by  use  of  various  schemes, 

.  The  1948-49  marketing  season  started  slovjly  in  most  countries  and 
still  is  not  overly  active.  In  Spain,  the  market  is  at  aLmbst  a  complete 
standstill,  due  to  the  failure  of  the  Spanish  Goverrmient  to  establish  a 
nev;-  marketing  program,  ‘  ’ 

In  French  Morocco,  one- of  the  minor  producers,  business  has  been 
very  active;  however,  almost  all  of  it  is  writh  France.  The  British 
Ministry  of  Foods  is  reported  interested  in  a  large  tornage,  and  still 
offering  tl65  per  ton  of  2,200  pounds  (about  U.S,  $665).  The  British 
offer  is  not  very  attractive  to  Spanish  and  Italian  exporters.  The 
possibility  that  almonds  may  again  be  used  for  oil  in  Italy  this  season  ‘ 
hinges  on  a  further  increase  in  oil  prices  or  a  fall  in  nut  prices. 

Early  in  the  season  foreign  exporters  reported  fewer  inquiries  from 
United  States  importers  than  last  spring.  They  wiere,  as  a  rule,  not 
vor;/  optimistic  a.bout  possible  exports  to  the  United  States,  Hov/ever, 
by  late  September  business  increu.sed  as  the  season  advanced.  Declared 
exports  to  the  United  States  during  August,  September  and  October 
totaled  951  short  tons,  all  from  Italy.  The  declared  exports  from  Italy 
to  the  United  States  during  October  totaled  711  short  tons,  shelled 
basis.  If  this  rate  is  maintained  for  the  balance  of  the  season. 

United  States  imports  of  Italian  almonds  could  easily  exceed  that  of  a 
year  ago,  < 
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The  reported  large  carry-over  of  imported  and  domestic  almonds  from 
last  year_,  the  record  pecan  crop,  the  large  almond  crop  in  California 
'.rith  prices  beloiv  last  year,  and  election  year  uncertainty  are  given  as 
reasons  for  probable  smaller  imports.  It  now  appears  that  unless  busi¬ 
ness  from  abroad  increases,  most  of  these  countries  wi  1 1  be  faced  v/ith  a 
substantial  carry-over  in  1949. 

^  ^ France;  The  I94S  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  sweet  almond  pro¬ 
duction  in  France  is  800  short  tons,  compared  with  1,000  tons  in  1947 
and  700  tons  in  I946,  The  present  estimate  exceeds  both  the  5-year 

(1942-46)  average  and  the  10-year  (1937-46)  average  of  700  tons  by  14 
percent. 

The.  French  almond  industry  which  for  many  years  prior  to  the  war 
vv-as  gradually  declining  has  been  slightly  revived  in  the  postwar  period. 
The  continued  snort  supply  of  foods  of  all  types,  inflation  and  the 
disturbed  political  situation  in  the  count r;^  have  stimulated  interest  in 
the  domestic  crop.  The  domestic  production  is  far  short  of  needs  and  is 
supplemented  by  imports  from  French  Morocco,  Italy  a.nd  other  countries. 

Prices  lor  domestic  shelled  almonds  early  this  year  were  about  73 
United  States  cents  per  pound  and  for  unshelled  about  half  that  amount, 
ihe  importation  of  Italian  almonds  in  late  spring  and  early  summer 
forced  prices  dow'n  to  about  50  cents  per  pound.  The  price  of  new  crop 
French  shelled  almonds  th?:in  rose  to  about  60  cents  per  pound.  This  rise 
ivas  due  to  the  lack  of  competition  from  imported  nuts  early  this  season. 
The  trade  has  been  considerably  worried  about  the  possibility  of  2,700 
short  tons  of  Italian  almonds  being  imported.  The  Italian  nuts  are 
reported  to  cost  about  28  cents  at  the  French  frontier  and  can  be  landed 
in  rrench  markets  for  considerably  leas  than  domestic  almonds. 

There  is  some  talk  now  of  restricting  imports  to  "repatriated 
exchange"  which  would  greatly  reduce  imports  and  tend  to  keep  the  price 
of  French— grovjn  aliuonds  at  a  somev/hat  higher  level.  It  is  repoitod  that 
certain  foreign  countries  are  interested  in  acquiring  French-grown 
almonds  which  they  ■'Claim  are  superior  to  those  growu  elsevfhere.  The 
trade  is  attempting  to  convince  the  government  to  permit  exoorts  of 
French  aLmonds  of  higher  prices  and  supplying  the  domestic  needs  by 
imports  fromi  Italy  and  French  Morocco  v;hich  are  obtainable  at  a  lower 
price.  This  wo-s  the  practice  before  the  war.  It  is  also  reported  that 
United  States  importers  this  season  have  shown  some  interest  in  bitter 
almonds.  It  is  very  doubtful  'whetiier  sweet  almonds  will  be  exported  to 
the  United  States  in  face  of  much  lower  prices  in  Italy, 

French  Morocco:  The  1948  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  aLmond 
production  in  French  Morocco  has  been  revised  upw^ard  to  3,300  short  tons 
(revised),  compared  with  1,200  tons  in  1947  (revised)  and  2,400  tons  in 
1946.  The  present  estimate  exceeds  the  5-year  (1942-46)  average  of 
1,800  tons  by  83  percent,  and  the  10-year  (1937-46)  average  of  2,400 
tons  by  38  percent.  The  harvest  w'as  one  of  the  largest  in  recent  years. 


The  quality  of  this  season’s  nuts  is  not  a.s.  good.as  usual„  The  ker¬ 
nels  aro  smaller  than  normal  and  .tt ere"  is  a”  considerable  percentage  of 
shrivelled  and  other  imperfect  kernels,  I'ho  stricter,  grading  regulations 
have  succeeded  in  cutting  the  percentage. of 'bitters  dovm  from  one  to  two 
percent  instead ,  of  four  to.,  five  ,  as  previously  found.  ..  The  now  crop  is 
being  processed  and  shipped  to  France  as  f.ast  as  the  nuts  are  received 
from  grov/ers. 

During  the  1917-.48  marketing  season  about  1,000  tons  of  shelled  nuts 
v;ere  exported  to  France.  This  season  exporters  optimistically  forecast 
exports  to  France  v\rill  reach  2,200  tons  by  January  1,’  1949.  This  large 
volume  of  exports  may  not  materialize  if  the  cheaper  Itali.an  nuts  are 
permitted  to  enter  France,  It  is  reported  that  French  iaporters  are 
willing  to  pay  from  62  to  64  United  States  cents  per  pound,  c,i,f,, 

French  Metropolitan  ports,  or  nearly  double  the  cost  of  comparable  Italiaji 
nuts.  The  reason-  for  this.  'Loausual  situation  lies  in  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  import  permits  from  the  French  Government  for  Italian  nuts.  It 
is  now  estimated  thrl  domestic  consumption  in  Morocco  will  be  about  4C0 
tons,  mostly  of  the  inferior  grades  not  exportable  to  France. 

The  output  of  bitter  almonds  is  expected  to  be  about  2,200  tons, 
shelled  basis.  The  very  active  demand  for  sweet  almonds  has  resulted  in 
the'  neglect  of  sheUlng  and  processing  of  bitters.  When  the  acti\’lty  in 
sweet  almonds  subsides  a  little  it  is  expected  that  processing  .plants 
will  turn  to  the  bitters.  At  present  some  members,  of  the.  trade  expect  to 
be  able  to  ex;port  bitter  almonds  to  Engl^ind  .as  a: ell,  as  to  France, 

Iran;  The  1948  preliminary  estimate,  of  shelled  almond  production  in 
Iran  has  been  revised  .upward  to  7,700  short  .tons  (revised),  compared  with 
6,000  tons  in  1947  (.revised),  and  7,700  tons  in  1946.  The  present  esti¬ 
mate  exceeds  the  5-yGar  (1942-46)  avei-agc  of  6,400  tons  by  20  percent,  and 
the  10-year  (1937-4-6)  average  of  7,100  tons  by  8  percent.  The  frost 
dar.aage  reported  in  the  July  19  report  vvvas  much  less  than  earlier  ^accounts 
indicated. 

The  1947  harvest  was  about  disposed  of  before  .nevf-crop  almonds  came 
to  market.  The  carry-over  from  the  1947  crop  was  estimated  at  1,000  tops 
in  July,  300  tons  in  August,  and  less  than  100  tons  in  September.  The 
export  statistics  for  the  crop  year  are  not  yet  available,  but  the  trade 
estimates  exports  for  the  season  v^r ill  total  about  ./;,  400  short  tons.  If 
the  trade- estimate  is  correct,  it  would  indicate'  domestic  consumption 
totaled  1,600  short  tons.  Export  statistics  for  the  first  six  months  of 
the  1947-48  season  show  .i  total  of  2,505  short  tons  were  exported,  ■  India 
was  the  destination  for  1,934  short  tons  of  this  total,  and  Ir-aq  2l6  tons. 
The  balance,  was  sent  to  other  near  east  countries  and  ,a  few  tons  went  to 
Eelgim,  Sweden,  and  France,  Exports  of  unshelled  a.lmbnds'  for  the-'six- 
months  period  totaled  1,520.  tons,  of  which  1,481  tons  were  sent  to  India, 

T'ue  1948-49  export  season  is  expected  to  differ  little  from  that  of 
the  previous, season  though  there  is  some  doubt  about  the  quantity  that  ' 
will  eventually  find  its  way  to  India.  Prior  to  the  partition  of  India, 
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present  the  relationship  betv/een  the  price  of  olive  oil  and  low  grade 
almonds  is  such  as  to  raise  the  hopes  that  oil  crushes  will  again  enter 
the  aliuond  market.  Prices  of  olive  oil,  hoivever,  will  have  to  increase 
still  further,  and  almond  prices  cannot  increase  if  volume  purchases  by 
oil  crushers  are  to  be  expected.  It  is  also  reported  that  discussions 
between  representatives  of  the  exporters,  Italian  Government  and  Allied 
Military  Government  for  Germany,  officials  were  held  to  ascertain  if 
som.e  arrangement  coxiLd  be  v;orked  out  viiereby  Italian  almonds  could  be 
shipped  to  Germany  in  exchange  for  products  from  Bizonia,  The  results 
of  this  discussion  have  not  yet  been  received.  In  prewar  years  Germany 
vras  the  ]a  rgest  single  buyer  of  Italian  almonds  and  the  logical  outlet, 
since  Italy  had  need  for  many  German  products.  The  exporters  in  Italy 
continue  to  v/onder  why,  in  view  of  all  the  efforts  being  made  to  restore 
the  economy  of  Europe,  nothing  is  being  done  to  revive  this  important 
segment  of  the  Italian  economy. 

The  export  prospects  outside  of  the  more  or  less  unsatisfactory 
British  contracts  and  the  usual  business  with  India,  Australia  and 
South  America  do  not  look  too  bright  for  the  balance  of  19A8.  Vu'hat  will 
happen  after  January  1,  1949^  is  still  anyone’s  guess.  Exports  to  the 
United  States  for  the  season  w'orc  not  expected  to  be  as  heavy  as  during 
the  previous  season  in  view  of  the  reported  carry-over  of  imported  and 
domestic  nuts  at  the  start  of  the  present  season.  However,  declared 
exports  during  the  first  three  months  of  the  season  have  totaled  952 
short  tons,  mostly  from  Sicily;-,  If  this  rate  of  exports  to  the  United 
States  continues,  the  total  for  the  season  could  casilj^  exceed  that  of  a 
year  ago.  In  addition,  the  record-breaking  crop  of  pecans  in  the  United 
States  which  is  being  offered  at  louder  prices  than  a  year  ago  is 
expected  to  cut  into  almond  sales  to  some  e:ctent. 

The  reported  deal  v^ith  France  whereby  that  country  would  buy  2,700 
short  tons  is  not  producing  the  desired  results.  The  lack  of  lire 
exchange  on  the  part  of  Frapee  has  more  or  less  sloAred  this  business 
dovjn  to  a  trickle.  Barter  deals  v\rhich  worked  reasonably  vie  11  a  few  years 
ago  with  some  countries  are  now  more  difficult  as  merchandise  offered  in 
exchange  is  not  so  readily  acceptable. 


Portugal:  The  1948  preliminary  estimate' of  shelled  aLmond  produc¬ 
tion  in  Portugal  has  been  revised  upward  to  2,900  short  tons,  compared 
v;ith  1,100  tons  in  1947^  and  3^700  tons  in  1946,  The  present  estimate 
exceeds  the  5-year  (1942-46)  average  of  2,400  tons  by  21  percent,  and 
the  10-year  (1937-46)  average  of  2,600  tons  by  12  percent. 

The  crop  in  Algarve  turned  out  to  be  a  little  better  than  the  early 
season  estimates.  It  is  now  apparent  that  very  little  weather  damage 
was  experienced  in  this  district.  The  estimate  for  the  Douro  district 
remains  unchanged.  The  quality  and  size  of  kernels  in  both  districts  is 
reported  to  bo  very  good  and  to  compare  very  favorably  with  that  of  last 
year. 
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1  appeared  on  the  market  it  was  estimated  that  about 

W  of  ?he  f  M  h  I"  some  W 

tons  of  the  1946  hardest  are  still  on  hand  but  probably  will  not  figure 

to  thff f Exports  during  the  1947-48  season  from  September 

S^ted  Statcf  Thf  t  f  the 

Wh  f f  The  exports  were  in  relatively  small  lots  to  Scandinavian 
South  American  and  European  countries,  * 

,•»=  f*’®  19^3-49  export  season  to  date  has  been  on  the  slow  side  Inoulv 

hopefXthartfe  l°4Sn"f  fT  The  trade  is' still  ‘ 

nopeiui  that  the  1,430  short  tons  for  which  Belgium  agreed  in  a  rocont 

seaff^  "hf®*  agreement  to  issue  import  permits,  will  be  lifted  this 
season,  ito  present  carry-over  and  new  crop  totals  about  4  000  tons 
Which  exporters  feel  will  be  difficult  to  move.  Some  af o  hope  f e 

fZLT  way  make  it  possible  ?of?Lfestem. 

wniiiri  ^‘^‘juare  Portuguese  almonds.  While  most  exporters 

reSf  f tif  sil:  f  ""it®”  StaSfttey 

the  liirited  side  f  ®a  season  may  be  somewhat  on 

‘d  i"  f fS-crf  Su1d-SS 

f tT^eff  Si:  b- -  olf  clip-f -m-i:  fdioi-:l 

likelv  thn?  foreign  demand  is  experienced,  it  now  appeals  veir 

likely  that  a  large  carry-over  will  be  on  hand  at  th^  end  of  thfseLonf 

in  Solids  irsoo^th  esthnate  of  shelled  almond  production 

1947^  and  21  2'^°?  ^  (^®^sed),  compared  with  22,000  tons  in 

5-Year  estimate  is  22  percent  below  the 

t’np  in  average  of  25,500  tons,  and  about  17-1/2  percent  below 

tne  10-year  average  (1937-46)  of  24,000  tons,  percent  oelow 

^^irbSsF  Kir 

on  marketing  ^-ear  ended  with  an  estimated  7, 000' tons  still 

on  hand  although  some  estimates  are  to  be  found  as  hieh  as  in  non  +  ^ 

dikfffr  ‘’“Iding  almonds  rat^f  t^retL 

®’  accuracy,  Socks  of hSd  atl^y 

hoflrff coSfsIin^f  availabff 

10., 000  4ns  wnxfrtar^irisr  ihirfedir 

about  4,400  +ons  Th<^r>o  wov,  United  Kingdom  purchased 

Fsrioutl^KLr 1  slSrwe^f  S-  dTrf  g-^ 
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late  v/intcr  .2nd  early  spring,  but  cane  to  a  virtual  stop  in  the  summer. 
About  660  short  tons  of  soft-shelled  Mollares  were  exported  from  Tarragona 
to  Argentina,  Egypt  and  India,  Prices  of  Spanish  almonds,  most  of  the 
season,  were  higher  than  those  of  other  producing  countries  \Arhich  impeded 
exports.  The  Spanish  Government  finally  permitted  exporters  to  sell  abroad 
at  lower  than  the  official  export  prices  on  the  combined  account  systenic, 
This  permitted  a  substantial  flow  abroad,  especially  to  the  United  States# 
The  combined  account  system  as  then  in  operation  was  found  to  violate  the 
United  States  anti-dumping  regulations,  and  after  a  careful  study  by  the 
United  States  Treasury  Department,  countervailing  duties  were  assessed# 

The  Treasury  Department  investigation  and  ultimate  action  brought  an  end 
to  exports  to  the  United  States  towards  the  end  of  the  season. 

The  1948-49  season  opened  August  15  in  a  very  much  confused  state, 
and  to  date  is  apparently  still  unsettled.  About  August  15  the  Minister 
of  Agriculture,  Commerce  and  Industry,  issued  an  order  by  which  the  entire 
stocks  of  almonds  and  hazelnuts  would  remain  under  government  control^  The 
order  provides  that  growers  must  declare  their  total  stocks  and  sell  only 
to  wholesalers,  exporters  and  shelters  at  a  fixed  price.  The  buyer' pays 
the  grower  an  additional  1,25  pesetas  per  2,2  pounds,  shelled  basis,  or 
equivalent  unshelled  basis  (about  12  U^S,  cents)  which  is  chargeable  to 
the  Compensation  Fund,  The  exporter  will  be  repaid  this  amoimt  \vhen  he 
establishes  the  fact  that  he  has  actually  exported  the  almonds.  Just  how 
this  provision  would  stimulate  exports  is  a  little  difficult  to  under¬ 
stand,  ITo  provision  appears  to  have  been  made  to  refund  this  sum  on 
dom.estic  sales.  It  provides  further  that  if  sold  on  the  domestic  market 
an  additional  5o25  pesetas  must  be  paid  into  the  fund  (about  50  cents  per 
2,2  pounds )^,  It  appears,  therefore,  that  for  internal  sales,  prices  by 
this  device  are  about  62  cents  per  2,2  po.unds  higher  than  those  for 
export.  When  one  considers  the  inflation  in  Spain,  such  ao  abnormally 
high  price  for  almonds  (contributions  plus  original  price)  raises  the 
question  as  to  how  many  growers  will  sell  through  legal  channels,  and  how 
many  will  sell  via  black  market. 

By  late  September  when  exports,, should  have  been  active,  official 
export  prices  still  had  not  been  announced.  It  was  reported,  however, 
that  semi-official  blessings  v;ere  given  exporters  on  the  basis  of  (f85#00 
per  220  pounds  for  Valencias,  and  $99.00  for  Jordans,  cost  and  freight, 

Nevj  York.  It  is  reported  that  New  York  importers  .were  agreeable  on  this 
basis,  provided  no  export  subsidy  is  involved  and  that  prices  are  not 
lower  than  the  domestic.  In  other  v;ords.  United  States  importers  were 
not  interested  if  they  v/ould  run  into  countervailing  duties.  The  Spanish 
Government  is  reported  to  have  told  exporters  that  an  arrangement  might 
be  worked  out  covering  any  losses  they  might  sustain  on  business  with  the 
United  States  which  vrould  not  be  subject  to  countervailing  duties.  During 
October,  with  the  situation  about  as  described  above,  it  was  learned  that 
contracts  for  a  rather  sizeable  tonnage  were  being  discussed  between. 

United  States  importers  and  Spanish  exporters  with  shipments  to  be  made 
early  in  November,  No  Spanish  alm.onds  vrere  shipped  to  the  United  States 
during.  August,  September,  and  October.  The  United  States  announcement  of 
coimitervailing  duties  starting  in  November,  hov^ever,  now  seems  to  have 
held  up,  if  not  put  an  end  to,  this  deal. 


-  9  - 


^  While  the  Control  Commission  is  still  struggling  mth  this  season’s 
price  policies^  another  factor  has  entered  the  already  confused  picture 
^xporters  of^aLaonds  and  other  products  have  repeatedly  suggested  to  the 
authorities  in  Spain  that  the  whole  matter  of  exports  to  the  United 
States  ^d  other  countries  could  be  easily  and  satisfactorily  handled  by 
permitting^ them  to  sell  the  foreign  exchange  on  a  free  market,  the  pur¬ 
chasers  be^xg  compelled  to  import  items  on  the  approved  list.  The 
system  would  be  similar  to  that  employed  by  Italy  two  years  ago .  It 
appears  now  that ^ some  consideration  may  be  given  to  this  suggestion  by 
opanish  authorities,  but  probably  not  in  the  manner  suggested  by 
exporters,  Ix  such  a  scheme  is  devised  it  could  make  export  sales  of 

a  aonds  to  the  United  States  possible,  and  result  in  a  substantial  flow 
of  nuts  to  the  United  States. 


_It  IS  also  reported  that  the  manufacturers  of  Turron  entered  the 
panish  xmarket  .early  in  the  season,  buyipxg  directly  from  grovrers.  It  is 
reported  abouu  2,700  tons  were  acquired  at  apprbximately  13,50  pesetas 
2.2  pounds  (about  56  U.S.  cents  per  pound  at  official  exchange  rate) 
Axter  the  Turron  manufacturers  had  filled  their  needs,  the  domestic 
price  gradually  weakened  to  about  11,50  pesetas  per  2.2  pounds  on  the 
first  of  November  (about  48  UoS.  cents  per  pound). 


This  IS  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agri¬ 
cultural  prospects  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural" 
Relations  Coiomittee  on  Foreign  Crops  and  Livestock  Statistics.  For 
txhis  report,  the  Committee  was  composed  of  Joseph  A,  Becker,  Chairman, 
W.  n.  Scnreiber  and  C.  M.  Purves. 


(over) 


UIJITED  STATES:  Imports  for  consumption  of  shelled  and  .unshelled 
almonds,  from  specified  countries,  1947-48,  with  comparisons. 
Season,  September  through  August 


French 

Morocco 

Other 

Year 

Italy 

Portugal 

Spain 

coun¬ 

tries 

Total 

Short 

' Short 

Short  ' 

Short 

Short 

Short 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

Shelled 

• 

Average; 

■  ' 

1942-46 

16 

712 

769  • 

4,819 

71 

6,187 

1937-46 

Armiual; 

15 

540 

487, 

2,430 

175 

3,647 

1942-43 

'  1 

O' 

480 

14 

121 

616 

1943-44 

0  ■ 

0 

1,271 

6,930 

53 

8,254 

1944-45 

15 

0 

1,218 

8,061 

31 

9,325 

1945-46 

28 

1,508 

688 

7,140 

73 

9,437 

1946-47 

34 

2,054 

187 

950 

,  76 

3,301 

1947-48 

27 

4,179 

98 

1,805 

26 

6,135 

Unshelled 

Average; 

1942-46 

0 

1 

5 

201 

2 

209 

1937-46 

Annual ; 

0 

1 

3 

100 

1 

105 

1942-43 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1943-44 

0 

0 

14 

425 

0 

439 

1944-45 

0 

0 

11 

170 

0 

181 

1945-46 

0 

0 

0 

263 

5 

268 

1946-47 

0 

6 

0 

145 

6 

157 

1947-48 

0 

9 

0 

0 

£/ 

9 

•’]J  Less  than  one-half  ton. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTf^ENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 
Vj'ashington  25,  D.  C. 


% 


fi\  j-U'/ 


•cfY 

Januapr  1949  REPORT  Trj£ 

Declared  exports  of  edible  tree  nuts  to  United  Stat^^D  ^ 

(Values  are  f.o.b^  country  of  origin),  ‘  W4Q 


Februaiyt®,,^^.^jjq 


Commiodity  ■& 

origin 

Decern 
■  1948 

b  e  r  : 

' « 

0 

January  : 

1949  : 

Season  to  date 
iQziu/q 

• 

Almonds  ' 
Shelled:' 
Lisbon  4 . « 
Naples  , 0 , 
Palermo  • , 
Barcelona 
Malaga  , • , 
Valencia  . 

•  Pounds  : 

« 

• 

• 

• ' 

• 

• 

0: 

489,665: 

1,448,117: 

•  0: 
0: 

=  0: 

Dollars  : 

• 

• 

• 

0 

0: 

159,349: 
444,-943:  1 

0: 

.  0: 

■  0: 

Pounds-  : 

« 

• 

• 

« 

# 

• 

55,000: 

459,957: 

,023,115: 

.  ■  0: 

:  0: 

0: 

Dollars  ; 

0 

• 

• 

« 

0 

,  18,375! 

157,462: 

324,848: 

0; 

.0: 

0; 

Pounds 

55,00 

1,807,54 

.5,283,41 

' 

387,80 

' 

'  Dollars 

IQ,  375 
609,959 
1,694,466 
0 

162,968 

0 

Total  . . 

1,937,782: 

604,292:  1 

,538,072: 

500,685: 

7,533,75 

2,485,768 

Brazil  Nuts 

Shelled: 
Belem  , . , , 
Manaus  . 

Total  , . 

s 

m 

• 

0 

• 

82,962: 

■  114 » 516: 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

39,9821^ 

51,041: 

• 

0 

0 

0 

0 

81,906:^ 

0: 

•"g 

0 

0 

• 

0 

• 

31,935:^  1,339,87 
:0:  635,56 

V  574,657 

217,880 

197,478: 

91, 023; a/ 

81,906:b/.  31,935:a 

l/  1,975,432 

V  792,537 

Brazil  Nuts 

Uns  helled: 
Belem  . , , 
Manau  s  , .  0 
Total  , 

0 

0 

0 

0 

• 

« 

0: 

0: 

• 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0: 

0: 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0:  . 

•  0: 

• 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0: 

0: 

3,142,780 

508,477 

384,415 

57,223 

0: 

0: 

0: 

0: 

.3,651,257 

441 , 638 

Cashevzs 
Shelled: 
Bombay  .  * . 
Madras  . , « 
Total  , , 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0: 

1,714,438:. 

• 

• 

« 

0 

0 

0 

0: 

645,456:  1, 

• 

• 

0 

• 

« 

• 

■  0: 
977,150: 

c 

« 

« 

.  0- 

0 

0 

0: 

633,694:. 

.  1,103,400 

.17,501,088 

404,093 

6,446,487 

1,714,438: 

“5^5,456:  1, 

977,150; 

^33,694:  . 

■18,604,488 

6,850,580 

Hazelnuts 

Shelled: 
Barcelona 
Naples 
Palermo  . , 
Istanbul  , 

« 

• 

• 

• 

• 

0: 

9: 

0: 

799,716: 

m 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0: 

30: 

0: 

179,748: 

0 

0 

• 

• 

« 

0 

■'  0: 

0: 

0: 

442 ’,154: 

0 

0 

0 

*  0 

0 

0  • 

0:- 
'  0: 

0: 

89,543: 

.  . 

1,111 

0 

3,832,347 

0 

530 

0 

830,606 

Total  , . 

799,725: 

179,778: 

442-,  154: 

89, 543-:  • 

3,833,458 

831,136 

Hazelnuts 

Unshelled: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

« 

• 

• 

0 

0 

• 

« 

# 

• 

* 

0 

• 

• 

0 

0 

Barcelona 

0: 

0: 

0: 

0  ' 

0:  . 

0 

0 

Naples  , . , 

0: 

0:  ■ 

0: 

0: 

0 

0 

12 

Palermo  , , 

0: 

0: 

0: 

0:' 

110 

Istanbul  . , 

0: 

0: 

0: 

0: 

13,029 

2,190 

Total 

0: 

0: 

0; 

0: 

13,139 

2,202 

Walnuts 
Shelled: 
Bordeaux  . 

• 

« 

• 

0 

0 

0 

0: 

0 

0 

0 

• 

• 

• 

0: 

« 

• 

• 

* 

• 

0 

0: 

0 

0 

• 

• 

0 

0 

0: 

0 

0 

Lyon  . . . , , 

0: 

0: 

0: 

0; 

0 

0 

Naples  . 

162,580; 

88,163: 

78,925: 

40,390: 

1,198,123 

606,109 

Istanbul  , 

278,269: 

113,211: 

228,809: 

90,619: 

649,784 

259,501 

865,610 


Includes  27,324  pounds  Bolivian  transshipments  through  Belem, 

^Includes  $13,659  Bolivian  transshipments  through  Belem. 

United  States  Department  of  AgriculturOo  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 
As  reported  by  U.  S,  Consulates  abroad. 


V. 


U.R.  Schreiber 
(over) 
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TTinTED  STATES:  Imports  for  consu.mption  of  specified  nuts, 

by  countries  of  origin 

■Crop  yea  r,  Sept  ember- August '  


Commodity  &  countries 
of  origin 


Latest 

5-yr,  av. 

1942*-43/ 
1946-47 ■ 

1946-47 

1947-48 

.. 

a/ 

1948-49 

available 

month 

November 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  ,tons 

Short'  tons 

Short  tons 

712 

2,054 

49179 

1,067 

669 

769 

187 

•  -98 

...  17 

2 

4,619 

.950 

1,805 

^  253 

213 

87 

'110 

53 

1 . 

b/ 

•  ■  6,187 

3,301 

6,135 

1,338 

884 

:.l 

:  6* 

'  -  9 

-  •  '  1 

b/ 

:  5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

201 

.  145 

0 

.  .  0 

0 

:  2 

6 

W 

b/ 

0 

209 

157 

•9 

■  1 

b/ 

1,791 

3,260 

2,925 

•  787 

•  91 

4 

.'  .  12 

•b/ 

10 

7 

1,795 

3,272 

2,925 

■  .'797 

98 

4,235 

11,739 

i4:,-336 

■6,800 

97 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4,242 

11,739 

1^,336 

,  6,800 

97 

9,363 

15,323 

14,749 

’  5,225 

1,435 

■  470 

692 

836 

.  115 

63 

9,833 

16,015 

.  15,585 

;  5,340 

1,498 

.  62 

133 

39 

6 

0 

352 

1 

0 

.  .  0 

0 

2,437 

■4,921 

2,398 

863 

254 

.  37' 

■  5 

11 

23 

15 

2,888 

■  5',  060 

- -2,448 

.  ;  892 

269 

■  392 

■■  1,600 

3 

•  b/ 

b/ 

62 

69 

:  0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

456 

-  1,669 

:  3 

■  .'b/ 

b/ 

0 

0 

.  6 

0 

0 

33 

•  139 

137' 

92 

11 

•  88 

287. 

95 

5 

b/ 

•  32 

33 

19 

61 

34 

153 

459 

257 

158 

45 

Almonds,  shelled 

Italv  . 

Portugal  . . . 

Spain  . 

Other  countries 
Total 

Almond s ,  uns helled 


ll  •  e 


Italy 
Portuga] 

Spain  '  ....  •  ..... 
Other  countries. 
Total 

Brazil  nuts,  shelled 

Brazil  . . . 

Other  countries 
Total 

Brazil' nuts,  unshelled 


Brazil 
Other  countries 
Total 

Cashews,  shelled  ; 

India  . . . . 

Other  countries  .. 
Total  ......... 

Hazelnuts,  shelled . 

Italy  . . . 

Spain  .  . . 

■  Turkey  . . 

Other  countries  , 

■  Total  . . . 

Hazelhuts,  unshelled 


Italy . 

Spain  . 

Turkey  . . 

Other  countries 
Total  .....: 
Walnuts, ■ shelled 

France  . . 

Italy 

Turkey . . 

Other  countries 
Total 


•  •  •  «  d 


a/  3  months,  July  through  November  1948.  ^  Less  than  one-half  ton. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  .. 

NOTE:  The  tonnages  sho^'TO  in  import  for  consumption  tables  are  tonnages  on 

which  duty 'has  been  paid  and  shduld  not  be -confused  with' general  import' 
or  declared  export  statistics,  ' 


3  YJeekly^Sunmaix.  ^  Whoj^sale_Pilce^oOie^  City.l^ 

•  — 

■Commodity,  origin  &  description:. 


Week  E  n  d  e  d 


Jan,  29  :  .Tan.  22  :  Jan.  15  :  Jan.  8 — Jan. 


NTTTS  IN  SHELL  : 

Almonds,  California  *• 

. .  >  26.00 

Non  Parell  . ;  3*"°° 

Ne  Plus 

jXL<s  . :  2965Q 

Peerless  . •  26»00 

Brazil  Nuts  * 

Large,  washed . • 

Medium  '*  *  25.50 

Hazelnuts  (Filberts)  .  ‘ 

Oregon:  ,  * 

Duchiliy,  large  . . .  •  •  *•  . 

”  jumbo  ......  o...»  :  . 

”  medium  .  • 

large  ..........  :  25*00 


Cents  per  pound 


Barcelona, 


medium 


Pec  am 


Medium  ..... 

Extra  large 
Large  ............. 

Walnuts,  California 

Medium . . . 

Large  . . 

Baby . . . . . . 

Walnuts,  Oregon 
Franqu  et t  e ,  medium. 
"  large  . 

SHELLED 

Almonds 


23.00 

23»50 

28  c  00 

24o50 


38e00 

27o00 


Jordan, 

unbl.  27-30's  .. 

• 

« 

73  c  00 

11 

unbl.  23-25 's  .. 

• 

« 

74«50 

1! 

unbl .  20-22 ' s  . . 

« 

• 

75.00 

ti 

unbl.  18-20 »s  .. 

m 

• 

76,00 

It 

unbl.  18-30 's  .. 

• 

• 

74.50 

Valencia, 

unbl.  26—30's  .. 

• 

* 

54.00 

It 

unbl.  24-25 's  .. 

• 

• 

54.50 

California 

18-20 ' s  . . 

• 

* 

580OO 

It 

•20-22  »s  .. 

• 

56.00 

tt 

18-40 ' s  . a 

• 

• 

52,00 

Cal  if  0  mia 

,  'pieces,  large  . 

« 

• 

It 

'<  medium 

Brazil  Nuts 

•*  • 

55.00 

• 

44.00 

Cashews,  whole 

• 

• 

« 

65cGO 

......a. 

onn  QOn  1  c  _ * . . 

61.50 

/,  DO  'q  ....... 

« 

58,00 

/  . 

• 

56,50 

ooou-/  ........ 

• 

55.50 

■il^ieces,  fancy  ...... 

Hazelnuts  (Filberts) 
Imported  Levant e 
Pecans 

Fancy,  large,  pieces 
'*  ’*  medium 

• 

•  «••••••  * 

• 

• 

• 

• 

« 

# 

• 

«•••••••  * 

28.50 

32.50 

56.50 
60.00 

Walnuts 


Domestic,  amber  halves  &  pcs, 

Imported  halves  . . 

Light  pieces  . .  :  82.00 

Light  halves  . 


98.00 


26,00  : 

260OO  : 

26.00  : 

34.00  : 

34,00  : 

34.00  : 

29.50  ? 

29.50  : 

29.50  : 

29.50  ' 

29.50  : 

29.50  ; 

26.00  : 

26.00  ■: 

26.00  ; 

• 

* 

29,00  : 

29,00  : 

29.00  ; 

25o50  : 

25.50  : 

25.50  : 

• 

• 

/\  j\  0 

• 

• 

0 

*>\  /•  • 

• 

\/  \r  0 

“O-r  • 

' 

>  V/  •  • 

*>\  /\  • 

\/  <-/  4 

h\  /\  4 

25.00' 

25.00  ■ ; 

25,00 

23.00' 

23.00  •: 

23,00 

23,50- 

23.50  • 

23,50 

28.00' 

28.00  : 

28.00 

24.50 

24.50 

24.50 

/* 

■yr?;- 

38.00 

38,00 

38.00 

27.00 

27.00 

27,00 

■;h(- 

-X-5C- 

1 

73.00 

73,00 

73,50 

74,50 

74.50 

74.50 

75.00 

75.00 

75,50 

76^00 

76.00 

76.50 

74.50 

74,50' 

75,00 

54,00 

54.00- 

54,50 

54.50 

54,50 

55.50 

58,00 

58.00 

58.00 

560OO 

56,00; 

56.00 

57,50 

57.50: 

57.50 

40.00 

.  40.00:, 

40.00 

38,00 

38.00, 

38.00 

55,00 

55.00 

'  61.00 

44.00 

44.00 

45.00 

65.00 

65,00 

65.00 

62,00 

62„00 

62.00 

58.00 

58,00 

58.00 

57.00 

57.00 

57.00 

6I0OO 

61.00 

61,00 

28.50 

28.50 

28.50 

*:  32.50 

32.50 

32.50 

• 

:  56. 50 

:  56.50 

56.50 

:  60.00 

:  60.00 

56.25 

• 

•  44V. 

• 

0  /\ 

■5M5- 

«  /\  /\ 

A 

•  -/V  /S 

J/, 

;  82,00 

:  82.00 

82.00 

:  98,00 

:  98.00 

98.00 

-K-;;-  Prices  un reported',  T/  Sales  by  primary  jobbers  to  wholesalers  and 

industrial  consumers.  ,  j 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.  Compiled  by  Production  and 
Marketing  Administration,  from  the  New  York  Journal  uf  Commerce. 


26.00 

34.00 

29.50 

29.50 
26.00 

29.00 

25.50 


25.00 

23.00 

23.50 

28.00 


73.50 

74.50 

75.50 

76.50 
75.00 

54.50 

55.50 
58.00 
56.00 

57.50 


61.00 

45.00 

65.00 

62.50 

58.50 

57.00 

61.00 

28.50 

32.50 

56.50 
56.25 


82.00 

98.00 


-  4  - 


( 


UNITED  STATES;  Estimates  of  production 


(unshelled  basis) 


Commqd  ity 

1942-46 

average 

1945  ^ 

1946 

1947 

1948 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

tons  ■ 

tons- 

tons  . 

.  tons  .  . 

tons 

Almonds  ...» 
Hazelnuts 

26,060 

27,200 

37,800 

29,200 

29,600 

(Filberts) 
Pecans ; 

6,318 

5,320 

8,450 

,  8,800 

6,940 

Improved  . . 

25,673 

29,658 

16,818 

..22  ,.435 

36,161 

Seedling  , .. 

31,479 

40,930 

21,535 

36,885 

.  40,746 

Walnut  s  , . , . 

67,920 

70,900 

71,900 

64,600 

69,900 

T  0  "b  3.1-  o  «  0 

157,450 

174,008 

156,503 

161,920 

183,347 

United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 

Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics;,  Crop  Reporting  Board. 


FOREIGN;  Estimates  of  production 


(unshelled  basis  unless  otherwise  indicated) 


Comraodity 

(rounded  to  nearest  100  tons) 

1942-46 

average 

1945 

1946' 

a/  1947 

a/  1948 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Almonds  ^  • 
Brazil  nuts 
Cashews  .... 
Hazelnuts  ., 
Walnuts  ..o. 

65.200 
11,500 

51.200 
107,200 

cj  48,800 

89.700 
6,900 

58,800 

66.700 
cj  40,400 

71,700  ; 

27.600 

75.600 

156,000 
^  49,300 

77,500 
30,400 
26,900 
103,400 
cj'  53,400 

53,200 
16,600 
50,400 
121,200 
^  16,500 

£/  Preliminary, 
b/  Shelled  basis, 

Europe  &  Turkey  only  —  China  not  available . 

^  Italy  only  -  other  countries  not  yet  available. 


United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 

Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of 
foreign  governments,  reports  of  United  States  foreign  service 
officers,  resu?^ts  of  office  research,  or  other  information. 


4. 


Weekly  Sujnmary  of  Vifholesale  Prices  of  Tree  Nuts  at  Nev/  York  Citj'- 


y 


Commodity,  origin 
&  description 

1949 

W 

e  e  k 

Ended 

^  Feb. 26 

1  Feb. 19 

i  Feb, 12 

i  Feb. 5 

Cent 

s  p  e 

r  p  0  i 

i  n  d 

NUTS  IN  SHELL 

Almonds,  California: 

Drake . . . . . . 

^  26.00 

26.00 

26.00 

26.00 

Non  Pareil . ' . 

:  34.00 

34.00 

34.00 

34.00 

Ne  Plus, . . . 

^  29.50 

29.50 

29.50 

29.50 

IXL»s.., . 

;  29.50 

29.50 

29.50 

29.50 

Peerless . , . , ; . 

:  26.00 

26,00 

26.00’ 

26.00 

Brazil  Nuts: 

Large,  v;ashed . . 

:  27.00 

27.00 

27.00 

27.00 

Medium,  "  . . . 

i  23.50 

23.50 

23.50 

23.50 

Hazelnuts  (Filberts)  ■ 

Oregon: 

Duchilly,  large . ■ . 

\f  \/ 

X/  K/ 

”x  /\ 

”  '  ,  jumbo . . . . . 

/\  /<" 

/\  /V 

“  w” 

X/  X/ 

/X  /X 

"  ,  medium . ■ . 

■/WV* 

/X  /X 

Barcelona,  large  .  ■ 

:  26.00 

26.00 

26.00 

26.00 

.  "  ,  medium.-. ........ 

:  24.00 

24.00 

24.00 

24.00 

Pecans: 

Medium . . . 

23.00 

23.50 

23.50 

23.50 

Extra  large . 

28.00 

28.00 

28.00 

28.00 

Large . 

24.50 

24.50 

24.50 

24.50 

Walnuts,  California; 

Medium . 

\/ 

•Jw" 

“C*/" 

\/  \/ 

■/x  /C 

“x"^* 

Large . . . . 

38.00 

38.00 

38.00 

38.00 

Baby . 

27.00 

27.00 

27.00 

27.00 

s'  H  E  L  L  E  D 

ALmonds: 

Imports: 

Jordan,  unbl,  27-30’s.,,, 

73.00 

73.00 

73.00 

73.00 

"  ,  unbl,  23-25 ’s.... 

74.00 

74.00 

74.00 

74.00 

"  ,  unbl,  20-22 's.,.. 

75.00 

.  75.00 

75.00 

75.00 

"  ,  unbl.  20-30’s.... 

74.00 

74.00 

74.00 

74.00 

‘Valencia,  unbl.  26-30’s..., 

52.00 

,  54.00 

54.00 

54.00 

"  ,  unbl.  24-25 ’s.... 

52.50 

54.50 

54.50 

54.50 

’  California  18-20’ s . . . , 

5  5'.  00 

55.00 

55.00 

55.00 

"  20-22’ s _ 

■  55.00 

55.00 

55.00 

55.00 

"  23-25 ’ s . . . . 

55.00 

55.00 

■  55.00 

55.00 

Brazil  Nuts: 

Medium . 

55.00 

55.00 

55.00 

55.00 

Broken . 

44.00 

44.00 

44.00 

44.00 

Cashe’ivs,  whole: 

220-240’s . 

63.00 

64.00 

64.00 

64.00 

300-320’s . 

61.50 

61.50 

61.50 

61.50 

350-400’s . 

58.00 

58.00 

58.00 

58.00 

400-450’s . 

56.50 

56.50 

56.50 

56.50 

200-450’s . 

59.50 

60.50 

60.50 

60.50 

Pieoes,  fancy  . 

27.00 

28.50 

28.50 

28.50 

Hazelnuts  (Filberts): 

Imported  Levante . 

32.50 

32.50 

32.50 

32.50 

Pecans: 

Fancy,  large,  pieces . 

61.00 

61.00 

61.00 

61,00 

",  ",  medium . . 

/C 

“x^'T 

Vialnuts: 

Domestic,  amber  halves  &  pcs. 

86.00 

86.00 

86.00 

86.00 

Imported  halves . 

~ii\  /“ 

■/wT 

Light  pieces . 

Light  halves . . . 

97.00 

97.00 

97.00 

97.00 

prices  unreported. 

Sales  by  primary^ jobbers  to  wholesalers  and  industrial  consumers. 


United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Compiled  by  Production  and 
Marketing  Administration,  from  the  Nev;  York  Journal  of  Commerce, 
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UNITED  STATES:  Estimates  of  production 


(unshelled  basis) 


Commodity 

1942-46 

average 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

Almonds  .... 

Short 

tons 

26,060 

Short 

tons 

27,200 

■  •  Short 
•  tons' 

•  •  ‘  37,800' 

Short 

tons 

'29,200 

Short 

tons 

29,600 

Hazelnuts 

(Filberts) 

6,318 

.5,320 

8,450 

8,800' 

.  ■“■'6,940 

Pecans: 
Improved  . . 

25,673 

29,658 

’ '  16;818' 

36,161 

Seedling  .. 

31,479 

40,930 

21,535 

36,885’ 

•  . ■40,746 

Walnuts  .... 

67,920 

70,900 

71,900 

64,600 

69,900 

Total  ... 

157,450 

174,008 

•  •  • 

■ ■156,503' 

161,920 

183,347 

United  States  Departirtent  of  Agriculture.  BAE,.  Crop  Reporting  Board. 


FOREIGN:  Estimates  of  production . ' 


(unshelled  basis  unless  otherwise,  indipefed).  . 


• 

Commodity 

(rounded  to  nearest 

100' tons)' 

1942-46 

average 

1945 

1946 

^1947  U.  ^  1948 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short  :  Short-  ■■ 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons  :  ■  tons 

Almonds  ^ 

65,200 

89,700 

•  -71,700 

« 

•77,500  :  .53,200 

Brazil  nuts 

11,500 

6,900 

27,600 

30,400  :  16,600 

Cashews  ..... 

51,200 

5  8, .800 

-  ■  -75,600 

•26,900  50,400 

Hazelnuts  . . 

107,200 

66,-700 

■  156,000 

103,400  :  121,200 

Walnuts  c/.. 

48,80.0 

40,400 

•  ■  49,300 

•53,400  :  48,700 

^  Preliminary.  ^  Shelled  basis,  c/  Europe  &  Turkey  only  -  China 
not  available .  • 


United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  . 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations'  . 

Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign 
governments,  reports  of  United  States  foreign  service  officers, 
results  of  office  research,  or  other  information.  ....  ’ 

NOTE  ■  '  '  _  _  ’ 

'V  •  The  1949  Brazil  nut  harvest  is  expected  to  produce  33^000  short 

•  tons,  unshelled  basis,  cbm.pared  with  16,500. tons  in  1948.  First 

•  prices  on  neyr  crop,  f.o.b,  Brazil,  were  from  8  to  10  cents  per 
pound  for  unshelled,  35  to  40  cents  per  pound  for  unblanched 
shelled  and  50  to  52  cents  per  pound  for,  shelled  blanched. 

During  first  two  months  of  the  new  season  about  '3^300  short  tons 

•  were  sold  to  United  States  buyers  and  1,100  to  English  buyers. 
The  market  has  been  active  so  far  this  season. 


Cold  storage  holdings  February '1,  1949  by  geographic  regions 


Region 

Peanut 

meats 

Peanuts 
in  shell '  ‘  ‘ 

Other  nut 
'  meats’ 

Other  nuts 

in  shell 

• 

1,000  .. 
pounds 

......1,000  ' 

pounds 

■  1,000 
pounds 

1,000' 

pounds 

New  England 

219 

-0 

■  569 

2 

Middle  Atlantic 

702 

'339 

6,677 

1,128 

East  North  Central 

6,135 

55 

3,609 

4,237 

West  North  Central 

158 

0 

2,346 

5,623 

South  Atlantic 

853 

46 

410 

12,765 

East  South  Central 

71 

21 

827 

'  396 

West  South  Central 

82 

247 

1,554 

17,796 

Mount  ain 

85 

0 

39 

81 

Pacific 

436 

620 

2,413 

404 

Total 

8,741 

1,328 

18,444 

42,432 

USDA  -  PHA  -  Marketing  Facilities  Branch 


The  1948  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  production  in  the 
o  leading  foreign  commercja.1  producing  countries  is  57,600  short  tons 
(revised)  compared  ■''dth  77,500  tons  in  1947,  and  71,700  tons  in  1946, 

The  estimate  is  12  percent  smaller  than  the  5-year  (1942-46)  average  of 
65,200  tons,  and  13  percent  small. er  than  the  10-year  (1937-46)  average 
of  66,300  tons.  The  small  crop  in  Italy,  the  world's  largest  producer  ^ 
of  shelled  almonds,  reduced  the  world  total.  In  Spain  production  early 
in  the  season  was  estimated  slightly  above  average,  then  well  below 
average;  but  at  mid-season,  when  better  inform.ation  became  availabl.e, 
it  was  found  to  have  been,  only  slightly  below  average^ 

It  is  still  somewhat  too  early  to  forecast  the  probable  1949  cropr 
However,  blossoming  has  been  in  progress  in  all  countries  and  should  be 
completed  by  the  end  of  this  month.  All  available  information  indicates 
no  adverse  weather  has  been  Gjcperiencod  thus  far.  However,  the  danger 
of  late  frosts  and  strong  winds  is  not  yet  oveiu  Growers  in  all  countries 
believe  a  good  crop  will  be  harvested  this  faHl,  The  Ito,lian  crop  is 
expected  to  be  much  larger  than  that  of  1948, 

The  stocks  rema.ining  at  mid-season  from  the  1948,  and  earlier 
harvests,  is  tentatively  estimated  at  41,000  short  tons,  shelled  ba,sis, 
or  about  71  percent  of  the  estimated  production  in  1948.  There  was  a 
substantial  carry-over  from  the  1947  harvest  at  the  start  of  the  season- 
The  present  stocks  represent  about  50  percent  of  the  estimated  total 
available  supply  at  the  start  of  the  season.  The  largest  stocks  are 
20,000  short  tons  in  Spain,  followed  by  16,000  tons  in  Italy.  There 
are  an  estimated  500  tons  in  France,  and  the  balance  is  about  evenly 
distributed  between  Portugal  and  Iran,  The  bulk  of  the  tonnage  avail¬ 
able  as  usual  is  still  in  growers'  hands„ 

The  1948-49  E;arketing  season  to  date,  as  far  a,s  exports  are  concerned, 
is  still  far  from  a  normal  prewar  season.  The  continued  absence  from  the 
international  market  of  Germany,  the  largest  prewar  market  for  a,lmonds, 
is  one  of  the  principal  reasons  for  such  a.bnormally  heavy  mid-season  i 

stocks.  The  slo’a  economic  recovery  of  many  Huropean  countries  has  kept 
exports  at  relatively  lo’*’  levels.  Unfortunately,  official  export 
statistics  of  the  producing  countries  are  not  available  and  this  prevents 
an  accurate  check  of  the  international  movement  of  this  commodity. 

On  the  basis  of  trade  estimates,  Italy  has  had  the  best  export  season 
of  the  6  countries.  Italian  prices  and  quality  have  been  the  most 
attractive.  United  States  im.ports  for  consumption  of  Italian  shelled 


ALMONDS,  SHELIiED;  Estimated  commercial  production,  in  specified  countri  es, 

1948  mith  comparisons 


(Rounded  to  rearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

:  France 

Fr'ench 

Morocco 

Iran 

•  • 

c  c 

5  Italy 

*  •  9 

Portugal 

Spain 

0 

|:dreign  * 
’total 

J  1 

United 

States 

onshelled 

:  Short 

Short 

Short 

:  Short  : 

Short 

Short 

Short  : 

Short 

:  tons 

tons 

tons 

:  tons  : 

tons 

tons 

tons  : 

tons 

Average 

• 

ft 

1942-46 

:  700 

1,800 

6,400 

:  28,400  : 

2,400 

25 , 500 

65 , 200 ; 

26,300 

1937-46 

;  700 

2,400 

7,100 

:  29,500  : 

, 2,600 

24,000 

66,500: 

20 , 500 

Annual 

0 

3 

1930 

:  400 

1,100 

1/ 

:  34,000  ; 

1,800 

■  22,200 

^59,500: 

13,500 

1931 

:  900 

2 , 600 

ly 

:  I’^.OOO  : 

3,800 

26,600 

50, 900; 

14,800 

1932 

:  1,300 

2,100 

1/ 

:  28,000  ; 

1 , 700 

20 , 600 

2/53,700: 

14,000 

1933 

:  1,700 

2,600 

1/ 

;  33,000  1 

3,300 

24,600 

2/65,200: 

12,900 

1934 

;  1,700 

1,800 

1/ 

;  34,300  : 

3,000 

29 , 600 

2/70,400: 

10,900 

1935 

:  1,500 

700 

7,400 

;  33,400  : 

1,900 

26 , 200 

70,900; 

9,300 

1936 

;  500 

1,800 

4,000 

:  33,500  : 

1 , 100 

25,100 

66 , 000: 

7,600 

1937 

:  900 

3,600 

6 , 300 

;  33,000  r 

1,400 

20 , 100 

65,300; 

20,000 

1938 

;  500 

3,100 

; 11, 000 

;  44,000  ; 

3 , 500 

24,000 

86,100; 

15,000 

1939 

200 

4,900 

8,800 

;  15,000  ; 

7.000 

20 , 000 

55,900;. 

21 , 600 

1940 

:  800 

2,200 

8,800 

*  28,600  : 

2,200 

24,700 

67,300* 

12,000 

1941 

:  700 

1,600 

4,400 

:  31,900  ; 

200 

24 , 200 

63,000; 

6,000 

1942 

:  800 

1,600 

5,300 

:  14,500  : 

2,000 

27,000 

51,200: 

23,800 

1943 

:  600 

1,100 

7,000 

:  21,400  : 

2,100 

■  29,000 

61,200; 

17 , 500 

1944 

;  1,000 

600 

5,300 

;  22,700  ■; 

1 , 700 

20,900 

52,200; 

24,000 

1945 

;  500 

3,300 

6,600 

;  50,600  ; 

2 , 300 

26.4-00 

89,700; 

27,200 

1946 

j  700 

2,400 

7,700 

;  33,000  : 

3,700 

24,200 

71,700; 

37,800 

1947  ^ 

;  1,000 

1,200 

6,000 

:  46,200  : 

1,100 

22,000 

77,500: 

20 , 200 

1948  ^ 

s^l,i00 

3,300 

7,700 

18,700  ; 

2,900 

4/ 23, 900;  ^57, 600  s 

29,600 

1/  Not  available. 

Excluding  Iran. 

Preliminary. 

4/  P.evised, 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  ba.sis  of 
official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  United  Sta.tes  Foreign 
Service  officers,  results  of  office  research,  and  other-  information. 


I 


n  ' 

alnonds  for  the  period  Septemher-January  vrcrc  2,883  tons,  of  total  imports 
of  3,192  tons  from  all  sources.  In  addition,  accordir.g  to  declared  exports, 
another  555  tons  •.Tore  exported  to  the  United  States  in  February.  United  States 
imports  of  Spanish  almonds  stopped  in  November  because  of  the  countervailing 
duties  assessed  on  Spanish  nuts.  The  British  Ministry  of  Food,  has  been  loss 
active  in  piirchasing  nuts  than  had  been  anticipated.  The  prices  the  British 
have  been  •'-’illing  to  nay  have  been  di  scour  aging  ly  lo*;-’  in  most  countries,  and 
relatively  iitbie  tonnage  mas  moved.  Recent  reports  have  boon  that  the 
British  are  contemplating  putting  nuts  on  general  import  licenses,  thereby 
making  it  possible  for  private  tra.dors  to  engage  ag^’in  in  the  Jjusincss. 

Uhon  tb.is  goes  into  '-.  ffect  it  is  expected  to  ease  the  selling  pressure  r«nd 
slot/  tile  market  In  the  M^lterraneam  Basin.  There  is  also  some  reason  to  feel 
that  mostorri  Germany  trill  enter  the  markets  again  in  the  not-too— distant 
future  for  limited  q^rantities  at  first. 

^ Early  in  the  season  it  ras  anticipated  by  many  that  because  of  a  small 
Italian  olive  oil  output,  almondLS  and  hazel  nuts  •'tould  again  be  used  for  oil. 

The  Italitin  Government  has  made  arrangements  to  import  vegeta.ble  oils,  and  to 
tnis  uribing  there  has  been  no  report  of  nuts  being  crushedw  for  oil.  The 
world  rarkefcs  at  present  are  rather  slo’"'.  It  is  not  expected  that  a  strong 
export  w;i.ll  develop  for  the  remainder  of  the  season.  The  United  States  has 
recently  purchased  limitcdt  ouantitios  of  bar*-t;;p)G  almond.s  in  Italy,  and.  it 
a,ppoa.rs  nov'  that  small  lots  of  this  type  will  continue  to  be  purchased,  for  the 
remainder  of  the  season, 

France ;  The  1948  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  prod.uction  in 
France  is  now  placed  at  1,100  tons  compared  with  1,000  tons  in  1947,  and 
700  tons  in  1946.  The  present  estimate  exceeds  the  5- year  (1942-46)  average 
and.  the  10— year  (1937—46)  average  of  700  tons  by  57  percent.  The  estimate 
is  the  largest  since  1935  ivhen  1,300  tons  were  produced. 

While  it  is  much  too  early  to  forecast  the  1949  crop,  it  is  reported 
the  winter  has  been  mild  in  the  almond,  areas,  and  the  trees  arc  well  advanced. 
Blossoming  is  now  taking  place  in  most  regions  and  barring  adverse  weather, 
such  as  late  freezes  or  strong  winds,  a.  crop  a.s  large  or  slightly  larger  than 
last  year  is  now  espected.. 

The  French  almond  industry,  ’"hich  had.  been  declining  prior  to  the  war 
largely''  because  of  the  competition  from  imported  cheaper  nuts,  now  appears 
to  be  staging  a  minor  come-back.  Inflection  and.  the  present  lack  of  confidence 
in  the  currency  appear  to  have  ha.d.  the  sane  effect  on  French  growers  that 
it  had  on  Spanish  and  Italian  growers  a  short  time  ago.  Growers  are  holding 
a.lmonds  in  preference  to  currency  as  a  hedge  against  further  inflation.  It 
has  been  reported,  tbnt  almonds  from  the  1946  and  1947  .crops  are  still  to  be 
foundi  in  gro’^urs*  hand.3.  The  fact  that  growers  are  reluctant  to  dispose  of 
their  a.lmonds  until  pressed  for  cash  ha.s  mad.e  it  dcifficult  to  estimate 
current  stocks  from  the  1948  harvest.  Known  facts  indica.te  that  at  least 
500  tons  remain  from  the  1948  harvest.  There  may  be  100  or  200  tons  of 
previous  crops  still  available,  but  it  is  not  possible  to  obtain  a  reliable 
estimate  on  these. 

The  almond  market  has  been  very  sensitive  this  season  because  of  the 
currency  situation  and  possible  heavy  imports  from  other  countries.  The  old. 
line  tra.cLc  members  feel  that  any  heavy  importation  would,  result  in  a  near 
stampede  to  sell  on  the  part  of  growers  and.  thus  force  the  prices  duwn.  The 
large  d.ealers  not  wishing  to  got  caught  in  a  falling  price  market  are  doing 
little  more  than  buying  on  what  might  be  called,  a  day-to-day  basis. 


During  tho  previous  season  it  v/as  reported  a  substantial  tonn.age  of 
Italian  alnonds  would  be  imported.  The  import  failed  to  materialize  for 
various  reasons.  It  is  apparent  now  that  there  "'as  strong  opposition  to  them 
in  certain  iYench  quarters. 

Late  in  1948  a  small  quaiititv  of  Spanish  almonds  ’"cre  imported.  Those 
almonds  v;ero  imported  under  tho  550  short  ton  quota  alloted  for  Spa.ni3h  nuts 
by  French  Government,  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  import  licenses  wore 
■issued  by  the  French  Government  only  to  associations  of  consumers  such  as 
bakers  and  confectioners .  The  nuts  imported  under  cliis  arrangement  did.  not 
enter  tho  regular  vholesale  channels  and:,  thus  had.  little  effect  on  the  price 
structure.  Official  import  sta^tistics  on  the  19>l-8-v9  ma.rketirg  season  "'ill 
not  be  available  for  sometimeo  The  tracLe  reports  about  2,000  short  ton's  of 
shelled  French  Moroccan  nuts  have  been  imported  to  date. 

Early  in  Februa.ry  the  wholesale  price  of  shelled  French  alnonds  in 
Marseille  and.  Aix-en-Provence  was  about  79  to  82  cents  per  pound  for  the  best 
grades,  and  unshelled  were  from  39  to  41  cents  per  pound.  The  imported 
Moroccan  shelled  almonds  wore  about  77-|-  cents  per  pounds  It  should,  be  noted 
that  these  prices  are  considerably  above  th'OSO  in  Italy  and  other 
Mediterranean  Basin  co’untries.  These  prices  are  also  higher  th-"'ja  those 
quoted  in  the  New  York  ■''"holesnle  market  at  the  same  time.  There  is  no  prospect 
of  French  almondLS  being  enported  to  the  United  States  in  view  of  the  high 
prices  ^'nd  the  fact  that  the  French  Government  will  not  issue  export  licenses 
on  most  food  items. 

French  Morocco:  There  is  no  change  in  the  November  estimate  of  3,300 
short  tons  for  shelled  a.lraond.  production  in  French  Morocco.  The  1947  pro¬ 
duction  is  estimated  at  1,200  tons  and  the  1946,  at  2,400  tons.  The  1948 
estima.te  exceeds  the  5-year  (1942— 'lo)  a.vGrago  of  1,800  tons  by  83  percent  and. 
the  10-yea.r  (1937-46)  average  of  2,400  tons  'oy  58  percent. 

Exports  of  shelled  a.lmonds  started,  in  late  Aupust  and  by  October  are 
estimated  to  have  totaled  abo\it  2,200  short  tons.-  Almost  the  entire  ouantity 
was  sent  to  Franco,  one  of  the  ,fe\7  markets  open  to  these  nuts.  By  January  1, 
an  estimated.  500  tons  v;ore  on  haiic. ,  but  during  the  month,  French  buyers 
became  active  again  in  the  French  Moroccan  narkot ,  and  it  is  expected  that 
the  remaining  stocks  vill  be  sold  out  before  April  1.  The  f.o.b.  prices, 
ex  warehouse  Casa.blanca,  are  reported  to  be  .from  56  to  63  cent  per  poimd, 
depend.ing  on  grade  and  quality. 

.The  production  of  bitter  almonds  "hich  h-’^d.  been  estimated  at  2,200 
tons ;  ha,s  been  revised,  do'^nward  to  1,700  tons.  The  bitter  almond  m-'^rket 
has  been  very  slow  and  prices  very  low  as  compared  with  oth-''r  recent  years. 

It  is  reported,  mo'st  of  the  bitter  almonds  are  still  in  the  hands  of 
growers;  Present  prices,  f.o.b.  Casablanca,  are  from.  20  to  22  cents  per 
pound. 

Iran;  There  is  no  change  in  the  estimated  production  for  Iran  in 
1948.  The  report  on  the  market  situation  ha.s  not  been  received, 

Ita.ly;  The  1948  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  a.lmond  prod.uction 
in  Italy  is  18,700  tons  compared,  vlth  46,200  tons  in  1947,  and.  33>000 
tons  in  1946.  The  1948  production  is  only  66  percent  of  the  5-year 
(1942-46)  average  of  28,400  tons,  .ar.d  63  percent  of  the  10~ycar  (1937-46) 
average  of  29,500  tons.  The  harvest  \7as  one  of  the  smallest  in  the  past 
decade.  The  harvest  in  the  Bari  district  i"as  estima.ted  at  only  7,700 
tons  compared  with  25,300  tons  in  1947.  In  Sicily  the  estimate  was  11,000 
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tons  or  slightly  over  half  that  of  the  previous  vear. 

The  poor  harvest,  houever,  did  not  mean  a  shortage  of  almonds  in  Italy 
during  the  1948-49  marketing  year  since  the  carry-over  from  the  previous 
year  uas  greater  than  the  1948  harvest  and  mostly  still  in  hands  of  growers. 
The  estimates  of  stocks  on  hand  at  mid-season  vary  widely  primarily  oecause 
most  of  the  nuts  are  still  in  the  hands  of  growers.  After  carefully  con¬ 
sidering  all  pertinent  factors,  it  appears  that  an  ostima.te  of  16,000  tons 
for  all  of  Italy  is  justified  at  this  time.  This  includes  nuts  from  the  1947 
harvest  as  well  as  that  of  1948.  In  Sicily,  the  carry-over  is  estimated  to 
total  7,700  tons,  all  from  the  1948  harvest.  The  estimate  of  8,300  tons  for 

the  Bari  district  includes  a  substantial  tonnage  of  the  1947  harvest. 

/ 

The  export  situation',  while  .improved  with  regard  to  shipments  to  some 
co-untries,  such  as  India,  is  still  far  from  a  normal  prewar  year-  This 
season  for  the  first  time  in  the  postwar  period  a  shipment  was  made  to 
V7estern  Germany.  The  shipment,  of  220  short  tons  was  supplied  by  both 
districts  on  a  basis  of  $65.00  per  200  pounds  for  P-G  or  prima  Bari.  The 
shipment  has  raised  hopes  of  the  exporters  thalt  perhaps  the  important 
German  almond  market  will  bo  opened  to  Italy  again.  In  p-f'ewar  years 
Germany  was  the  principal  purchaser  of  Italian  almonds. 

The  British  Ministry  of  Food  has  shown  some  interest  in  Italian  almonds, 
but,  as  has  been  usual  in  the  past  few  years,  at  prices  too  low  to  be 
workable  by  many  Italian  exporters.  The  increase  in  the  pound- sterling 
from  1,900  lire  to  2,240  lire  at  first  a.ppearod  as  if  it  •would  be  possible 
to  do  business  at  the  British  price  of  L  165  per  2,200  pounds  (about  $660), 
but  before  any  business  could  be  transacted,  the  British  Ministry  of  Food 
dropped  its  price  in  sterling  to  a  lo\-er  level  and  a  stalemate  resulted. 

At  present  it  is  reported  the  British  will  remove  restrictions  on  the 
importation  of  nuts  from  Mediterranean  areas,  which  will  encourage  trade 
negotiations. 

During  December,  new  trade  agreements  -^'ore  signed  or  old  ones  renewed 
with  Belgium,  Hiihgary,  Russia,  and  Sweden.  These  agreements  include 
commitments  totaling  3,800  short  tons  of  almonds  to  be  purchased  by  the 
4  countries  during  1949.  It  is  reported  some  business  is  now  being 
negotiated  with -the  Soviet  Union  under  the  agreement  in  the  Bari  district. 
Czechoslovakia  entered  the  Bari  market  for  330  short  tons,  the  first  in 
several  months.  There  has  been  a  fairly  brisk  business  in  Bari  on  bar- 
■type  almonds  for  export  to  the  United  States. 

The  export  of  bar-typo  almonds  from  Sicily  to  the  United  States  has 
been  much  more  active  than  that  from  Bari,  It  is  somewhat  easier  for 
Sicily  to  supply  these  small  kernels  than  for  Bari.  Reports  are  that  the 
supply  of  bar-type  almonds  in  Sicily  is  about  exhausted  for  the  season. 

The  unexpected  demand  from  India  in  Sicily,  and  to  a  lesser  extent  in 
Bari,  is  reported  to  be  the  result  of  a  nev/  method  of  merchandising  in 
India,  In  former  years,  nuts  were  sold  in  India  by  the  piece  and  only 
large  nuts  were  imported.  Nov;  the  Indian  importer  is  not  so  anxious  to 
have  the  large  size,  as  they-  are  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  the  size  is 
less  important. 
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The  possible  use  of  ai moods  for  oil  this  season  seems  less  remote  now 
than  it  did  in  November  when  the  olive  harvest  started.  Whereas  in 
November  the  price  of  olive  oil  and  almonds  was  near  the  point  where  :it 
might  be  possible  to  crush  nuts  profitably  for  oil,  now  the  price  of  almonds 
has  increased  and  the  Italiaii  Goveroment  has  arranged  to  import  cheaper  oil.- 
seeds  and  oil.  At  present,  little  interest  on  the  part  of  oil  crushers  is 
reported.  The  importation  of  oil  and  oilseeds  has  apparently  had  little 
effect  on  the  almond  prices  which  continue  to  remain  firm.  Although  the 
market  in  Italy  at  present  is  far  from  being  as  active  as  in  prewar  timies, 
it  is  generally  thought  in  some  quarters  that  a  substantial  portion  of 
present  stocks  will  move  before  new. crop  nuts  appear  this  fallo 

While  it  is  much  too  early  to  forecast  the  1949  harvest,  growers  re¬ 
ported  early  last  month  that  a  good  crop  was  in  the  making  in  both  Bari  and 
Sicily.  A  frost,  or  other  adverse  weather,  during  blossoming,  now  underway, 
could  seriously  damage  the  set.  The  1949  crop  follows  a  very  light  crop 
and  can  be  expected  to  be  a  larger  one^  Up  to  this  writing  no, frost  or 
other  adverse  weather  has  been  reported. 

Portugal;  The  1948  preliminary  estimate  for  the  production  of  shelled 
almonds  in  Portugal  is  2,9G0  short  tons  compared  with  l,ipO  tons  in  1947, 
and  3,700  tons  in  1946^  The  present  estimate  is  21  percent  larger  than  the 
5-year  (1942-46)  average  of  2,400  tons,  and  12  percent  larger  than  the 
10-year  (1937-46)  average  of  2,600  tons.  The  prospects  for  a  large  1949 
crop  appear  to  be  poor.,  In  the  Algarve  section  (Southern  Portugal)  the 
tr'^es  are  reported  to  have  had  only  about  half  as  many  blossoms  as  a  year 
ag'O  Foliation  took  place  much  earlier  than  noimal  in  this  section,  and 
growers  point  out  that  in  Portugal  this  is  always  a  sign  of  a  poor  yield. 

No  reports  have  been  received  from  the  smaller  section  in  northern  Portugal. 

The  marketing  season  has  been  very  disappointing  from  the  export  end, 
though  in  the  past  2  months  some  business  in  bar-tj'pe  has  been  done  with 
the  United  States.  At  mid-season  an  estimated  2,300  short  tons  of  shelled 
almonds  remained  in  the  country.  Official  export  statistics  arc  not  yet 
available  on  the  1948-49  season,  but  on  the  basis  of  trade  estimates  it 
appears  the  season's  total  will  be  down  from  th^t  of  a  year  earlier. 

.The  agreement  with  Belgium  whereby  1,400  short  tons  i*’ere  to  be  ex¬ 
ported  to  that  country  did  not  tiurn  out  as  expected.  Thh  total  export 
to  Belgium  to  date  was  only  406  tons,  A  new  agreement  has  just  been 
signed  with  Belgium  providing  for  a  la.rger  quantity  during  1949.  A  trade 
agreement  signed  with  France  provides  for  the  purchase  by  France  of  220 
tons  of  shelled  and  330  tons  of  unshelled.  The  latest  available  c.f. 
prices  for  shelled  Portuguese  almpnds  quoted  in  Lisbon  were  from  27-|-  to 
30  cents  per  pound.  These  prices  applied  to  shipments  from  ports  in 
Algarve,  It  appears  that  a  substantial  carry-over  will  remain  at  the 
close  of  this  season  unless  some  unexpected  foreign  orders  are  received. 

Spain;  The  1948  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almo  rd.  production  ip 
Spain  is  23,900  short  tons  (revised)  compared  •  ■''uth  22,000  tons  in  1947  and 
24,200  tons  in  1946,  The  estimate  is  6  percent  below  the  5-year  (1942-46) 
average  of  25,500  tons  but  is  nearly  the  same  as  the  10-year  (1937-46) 
average  of  24,000  tons.  The  1948  estimate  is  made  up  as  follows;  Malaga 
4,400  short  tons,,  Valencia  9,600  tons,  Palma  5,500,  and  Reus- Tarragona 
4,400  tons. 
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There  hr,ve  hcen  considerable  differences  of  opinion  hjhohg  trade 
memberB  during  this  season  as  to  the  size  of  the  crop.  Early  in  the  season 
estimates  ran  very  high,  then  began  to  be  louored,  and  reached  a  lo’.7  point 
toward  the  end  of  1948.  After  the  turn  of  the  year,  estimates  as  to  the 
size  of  the  harvest  began  to  increase,  probably  as  more  information  as  to 
grov/ers  holdings  became  available.  The  wide  difference  of  opinion  on  the 
size  of  the  harvest  is  the  result  of  the  weather  during  1948.  Gro^’ing 
conditions  as  reported  earlier  this  season  were  decidedly  spotty. 

The  1948-49  export  season  has  not  been  as  active  as  exporters  would  like 
and  at  times  was  almost  at  a  standstill  in  some  areas.  Official  export 
statistics  are  not  available.  However,  on  the  basis  of  trade  estimates  it 
appears  about  6,000  short  tons  were  exported  during  the  first  quarter  of 
the  season.  Exports  to  the  United  States  were  stopped  ea,rly  in  the  season 
by  countervailing  duties  put  on  Spanish  almonds  by  the  United  States. 

S’'dtzerland  purchased  about  1,350  tons  during  the  season  to  date,  and 
the  United  King'^m,  1,040  tons.  Other  important  buyers  of  Spanish  almonds 
were  Sweden,  Norway,  Netherlands,  and  Brn.zil.  The  South  American  countries 
purchased  small  quantities,  and  some  were  sold  in  Canada.  The  recent  trade 
agreement  \’7ith  France  resulted  in  some  sales  to  that  country.  Egypt  and 
India  also  bought  Spanish  almonds. 

The  Spanish  almond  industry  has  found  it  a  difficult  time  to  sell  in 
the  export  markets  these  past  2  seasons,  The  higher  price  of  Spanish  nuts 
compared  to  those  of  Italy  and  other  countries,  export  controls,  counter¬ 
vailing  duties,  and  exchange  controls  by  many  foreign  countries,  have  all 
tended  to  restrict  exports.  At  mid-seabon  there  appeared  to  be  little  or 
no  optimism  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  large  stocks  still  on 
hand.  There  '-’as  some  hope  that  the  Spanish  Government  would  grant  a  more 
favorable  exchange  rate  for  almonds,  as  was  done  for  many  other  Spanish 
commodities.  However,  even  this  small  aid  to  exporters  has  not  materialized. 

The  ’’•'Turron"  industry  in  Spain  is  reported  to  have  purchased,  about 
2,000  short  tons  so  far  this  season.  The  estimates  of  stocks  on  hand  at 
raid-season  a  re  far  apart  and  apparently  depend  on  such  factors  as  the 
exporters  belief  as  to  how  many  are  held  by  growers.  In  some  districts, 
it  is  reported  growers  still  hold  as  much  a.s  90  percent  of  their  1948  harvest, 
while  in  others  the  percentage  is  much  lower.  There  is  also-  an  unknown 
quantity  of  1947  crop  nuts  still  in  growers'  hands.  At  the  start  of  tho 
1948-49  season  it  was  estimated  some  9,300  tons  were  still  available  from 
the  1947  crop.  Growers  continue  to  sell  only  as  they' need  funds  and  usually 
try  to  dispose  of  their  older  crop  first.  This  makes  it  difficult  to 
reconcile  exports  and  domestic  sales  with  the  1948  production  estimate.  The 
best  estimate  of  stocks  on  hand  from  the  1947  and  1948  harvest  is  20,000  short 
tons,  shelled  basis.  In  the  Malaga  district,  it  is  estimated  that  2,500  tons 
remain,  all  of  which  are  1948  crop.  The  balance  of  the  1947  crop  had,  been 
disposed  of  early  in  the  season.  In  the  Valencia  district  it  is  thought  some 
7,700  tons  remain  from  both  the  1947  and  1948  crops. 

The  balance  of  Spain,  including  Reus  and  Palma,  make  up  the  remainder. 

It  is  generally  conceded  by  the  trade  that  most  of  the  nuts  are  still  in 
growers'  hands.  It  is  not  possible  to  obtain  reliable  estimates  of  stocks 
in  warehouses.  However,  it  is  probable  that  not  more  than  20  percent  of 
the  present  stocks  are  in  tho  hands  of  exporters. 


UIIITSD  STATES J  Imports  for  consumption  of  shelled  fnd  unshelled 
almonds,  from  specif ied  countries ,  1947-48,  with  comparisons. 


Season  ,  September  throu,g-h  Ausro-st 


Year 

.  ii'rench 
Morocco 

’■Italy  ^ 

Portugal 

•Spain 

fl 

< 

.  Other 
countries 

'Total 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

Shelled: 

Average : 

1942-46 

16 

712 

769 

4,619 

71 

6,187 

1937-46 

'15 

540 

487 

2,430 

175 

3,647 

Annual % 

' 

1943-44 

0 

0 

1,271 

6 , 930 

53 

8,254 

1944-45 

15 

0 

1,218 

8,061 

31 

9,325 

1945-46 

28 

1,508 

688 

7,140 

73 

9,437 

1946-47 

34 

2,054 

187 

950 

76 

3,301 

1947-48 

27 

4,179 

98 

1,805 

26 

6,135 

1948-49  ly 

0 

2,883 

17 

255 

37 

3,192 

TJnshelled 

Average : 

1942-46 

0 

1 

5 

201 

2 

209 

3.937-46 

0 

1 

3 

100 

• 

1 

105 

Annual : 

1943-44 

0 

0 

14 

425 

0 

439 

1944-45 

0 

0 

11 

170 

0 

181 

1945-46 

0 

0 

0 

263 

5 

268 

, 1946-47 

0 

6 

0 

145 

6 

157 

1947-48 

0 

9 

0 

0 

2/ 

9 

1948-49  3^' 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

^  5  months ,  September  through  Jan-uary,  1949 

2/  Less  than  one-half  ton. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Eureau  of  the  Census. 
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1948  WRII)  HAZ3LI3UT  PRODUCTION  ESTD^IATE  LOUER 

-  March  28,  1949 

X'i  — 4:*"49  t  ^  ^  j '  M '  ^ ' j  ■ 

The  1948  preliminary  estimate  of  hazelnut  production  In  Italy,  Spain, 
»rrkey  and  the  United  States,  the  leading  commercial 
is  104,400  short  tons  unsnolled  “basis,  compared  with  11  , 
and  154,450  tons  in  1946, 

The  prellminarv  estimate  is  8  percent  below  the  5-year  (1942-46)  average 
of  113  618  tons  and%.bbut  1  percent  below  the  10_year  (^37-46)  averse  of 
105  746  tons.  The  crop  in  Spain  turned  out  to  be  considerably  smaller  than 
indicated  eahy  in  the  season.  The  adverse  weather  during  the  s^mer^was  _ 

responsible  for  the  heavy  drop.  This  also  was  •U''Uitie'’iprgL  than 

and  the  United  States  the  crop  actually  turned  out  to  be  a  J;®'^®®Uerr 

the  forecast.  It  is  much  too  early  to  forecast  the  1949  J  U 

heavy  snow  ig  reported  to  have  fallen  in  southern  a^  iptter  country 

March  which  is  said  to  have  caused  a  tO  percent  loss  in  .he  latter  coon  y. 

The  1948-49  export  season  to  date  has  been  about  as  expected  early  last 
fall.-  Italy  and  Spain  have  been  able  to  e^ort  relative  y  small 

far  this  season.  Turkey,  with  the  most  attractive  prices^in  the  Kediterran  an 

Basin,  has  done  very  well  and  the  general  feeling  in  tne  .rade 
entire  crop  will  be  sold  before  nerv-crop  nuts  arrive  on  tne  market  this  fa  . 
The  price  of  Turkish  shelled  hazelnuts  has  been  so  low  tna.  no  other  cou  y 

could  compete  effectively  in  thot  field.  Official  export  statistics  are 
not  available  for  the  Modlterrane-an  countries.  However,  on  o.ne  bas*s  ol 
trade  estimates,  37,000  tons,  unshelled  basis,  have  been  exported  to  m.d- 
season.  This  is  about  35  percent  of  the  estimated  1948  harvest. 

The  British  Government  on  March  7  placed  hazelnuts  on  open  general 
license,  and  this  may  res-ult  in  some  trade  activity  for  the  balance  of  the 
season.  However ,  taking  the  Mediterranean  Basin  as  a  whole,  a  ^ J 

carry-over  apparently  is  to  be  expected.  The  use  of  hazelnuts  fdt  oil  so  ar 
has  been  confined  to  Spain  and  Turkey.  The  high  price  o  a  ^^o  oi  cprrr- 

former  country  has  made  such  operations  profitable.  In  tne 
over  from  1947  and  low  grade  nuts  from  1948  is  being  diverted 
The  continued  absence  of  Germany  from^tho  nut  markets  has  brought  about  the 
larg6  surpluses  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin. 

At  mid-season,  it  was  estimated  about  43,700  short  "" 

remained  from  the  1948  harvest,  Turkey,  it  is  estimated,  had  17,000  tons, 
Spain  15.700  tons  and  Italy  11.000  tons.  The  carry-over  represents 
42  percent  of  the  estimated  1948  heurvest.  The  estimated  carry-over  and  expor  . 
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Hazelnut,  unshelled;  Estimated  production  in  specified  countries, 

1948,  with  comparisons. 


(Foreign  production  rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons,) 


Year 

Italy 

Spain 

Turkey 

Mediter¬ 

ranean 

Basin 

t’otal 

United 

States 

unshelled 

World 

total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Average: 

1942-46  - 

23,900 

22,300 

61  ,000 

107,200 

6,318 

113,518 

1937-46 

21  ,-500 

23 , 900 

55 , 400 

100,800 

4,945 

105,745 

Annual : 

1930 

,  17,000 

10,500 

66 , 000 

93,:000 

300 

93,800 

1931 

26-,  000 

24,000 

37,000 

.87;.000 

420 

87,420 

1932 

40,000 

35,000 

56,000 

131,000 

490 

131,490 

1933 

5,500 

■14,000 

54,000 

73,500 

1,070- 

74,570 

1934 

26,000 

38,000 

35,500 

■  99,500 

1,210 

100,710 

1935 

18,000 

24,000 

71,000 

113,000 

1,240 

114,240 

1936 

37,000 

26,000 

68 , 000 

131,000 

2,100 

133,100 

1937 

26,000 

32,000 

77,000 

135 , 000 

2,570 

137,570 

1-938 

17,000 

28,000 

28 , 600 

73,600 

2,440 

76,040 

1939 

22,000 

24,200 

82,500 

128,700 

3,890 

132,590 

1940 

19 , 600 

22,000 

27 , 500 

69 , 100 

3,210 

72,310 

1941 

10  ,700 

20,900 

33 , 000 

64,600 

5,750 

70 , 350 

1942 

19 , 100 

19 , 800 

68 , 800 

107,700 

4,270 

.  111,970 

1943 

15,400 

17,600 

60,500 

93 , 500 

7  .,030 

100, 530 

•  1944 

21 , 300 

38,000 

52 , 800 

112,100 

6,520 

118,620 

1945 

15 , 700 

18 , 000 

33,000 

66,700 

5,320  • 

72 , 020 

1946 

47,800 

18,200 

90,000 

156,000 

8 , 460 

164,450 

1947  1/ 

9,900 

33,000 

60 , 500 

103,400 

8 , 800' 

112,200 

1948  }J  ^ 

26,400 

15,500 

55,000 

96,900 

7,540 

104,440 

ly Preliminary . 
Kevised. 


Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of 
official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  U.  S.  foreign  service 
officers,  results  of  office  research" and  other  information. 
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represent  about  77  percent  of  the  harvest ,  ^hich  indicates  about  10,200  tons 
were  utilized  in  domestic  channels.' 'The  carry-over  may,  however,  include 
some  hazelnuts .  from  previous  years.  The  practice  of  gro^^'ors  in  these 
countries  of  holding  their  hazelnuts  until  in  actual  need  of  cesh  has  made 
it  difficult  to  obtain  reasonably  accurate  stock  estimates. ' 

United  States  imports  of  shelled  hazelnuts  from  Turkey  have  been 
relatively  heavy  and  have  dominated  the  United  States  market  for  shelled  nuts, 
since  United  States  growers  cannot  produce,  hazelnuts  and  deliver  them  shelled 
in  New  York  at  32  to  34  cents  per  pound.  Italian  exporters  also  have  been 
•unable  to  compete,  in  the  United  States  market,  although  importers  have  bro’ogii 
in  27  tons.  The  Spanish  prices  are  considerably  higher  and  as  a  result  no 
shelled  Spanish  hazelnuts  have  been  imported. 

Italy;  The  1948  preliminary  estimate  of  unshelled  hazelnut  production 
in  Italy  is  26,400  short-  tons  (revised),  compared  '^uth  9,900  tons  in  1947, 
and  47,800  tons  in  1946.  The  estimate  exceeds  the  -S-year  (1942-46)  average 
of  23,900  tons  by  10  percent,  ajid  the  lO-^year  (1937—46)  average,  of  21,500 
tons  by  '23  percent.  In  the  Naples-Avellino  dis-trict  the  estimate  is  16,500 
s-hort  tons,  compared  with  7,700  tons' in  1947,  In  Sicily  the  preliminary 
estimate  is  9,900  short  tons,  compared  with  2,200  tons  in  1947. 

Estimates  of  stocks  on  hand  on  February  1,  unshelled  basis,  are  2,200 
tons  in  Naples-Avellino,  and  8,800  tons  in.  Sicily,  or  a,  total  of  11,000  tons 
for  all  of  Italy,  This  stock  fig'uro  represents  ajbout  42- percent-  of  the  1943 
harvest.  The  carry-over  from  1947  harvest  into  the  1948—49  season  was  reducec 
to  about  1,800  tons  by  the  time  new  crops  appeared  on  the  market  last  fall. 
Most  of  the  1947  carry-over  was  in  the  Nappies  area.  Practically  all  the 
carry-over  from  the  1948  harvest  is  still  in  the  hands  of  growers  in  both 
districts. 

Exports  durin^^  the  present  season  ha_ve  been  light.  In  Sicily,  where  the 
quality  generally  is  inferior  to  that  of  the  Naples  area  due  to  insect  damage, 
exports  have  been  very  small.  There  have  .been  some  exports  to  S'witzerland, 
the  United  Kingdom,  .and  Sweden,  from  the  Naples  area.  The  present  compensa¬ 
tion  a,rrangement  with  Sweden  is  considered  burdensome  by  exporters  and  is,  . 
generally  a  very  slow  method  of  effecting  exports.  The  very  attractive  price 
of  T-drkish  hazelnuts  have  made  it  difficult  to  export  the  higher  priced 
Italian  nuts.  Domestic  cons'umption  has  been  the  principal  outlet  for  the 
nuts  in  the  Naples  area.  This  area  is  in  a  more  favored  position  since  it  is 
on  the  mainland,  several  hundred  miles  closer  to  the  centers . of  popul-ation, ;. 

It  is  reported,  that  exporters  in  Naples  are  offering  the  following, 
f.o.b.  Naples^  prices — shelled  nuts,  $7,00  per  220  poiunds.  The  \inshelled  , 
long- Giovanni  selected  are  offered. at  831.00;  a.nd.  round  Avellino  polished,, 
at  $29.50.  These  prices  are  somc-'ha.t  higher  than  those  quoted  in  Turkey, 
a.nd  thcr.'fore  have  attracted;  very  little  foreign  business.  There  have  been  . 
no  reports,  that  hazelnuts  hav-e- been  used  by  oil.- crushers-  this  season-.  It  ,  . 
wa.s  thought  last  fall  that  in. vi. of  the  small  olive  crop  oil  crushers  would 
enter  the  hazelnut  market.  However,  the  Italian  Government  decided  to  im¬ 
port  vegetable  oils  from  abroa.d,  a.nd  the  use  of  nuts  for  oil.'^as  abandoned. 
Unless  some  unexpected  export  demand  develops  soon,  a  very  substantis.l  portio. 
of  -tho  present-  stocks  pill  be  carried- over  into  the  next  .season.  Uhilo  it 
is  much  too  early  to  make  a  forecast  of  the  1949  crop ,  .  growers  feel  a  good 
crop  v’ill  bo  harvested.  If  this  takes  place  and  tho  anticipated  large  carry¬ 
over  remains,  a  very  serious  marlccting  problem  faces  the  Italian  industry. 
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Spain;  The  1948  preliminary  .estimate  of  hazelnut  production  in  Spain 
is  15,500  short  tons  (revised) ,  un,shelled  basis,  compared  VTith|33,000  tons 
in  1947,  and  18,200  tons  in  1946»  ..Th,c  estimate,  one  of  the  smallest  in  recent 
years,  is  30  percent  belov/  the. 5— year  (1942—46)  average  of  22,300  tons,  f^nd 
35  percent  belor;  the  10-year  X 1937-46)  average  of  23,900  tons.  The  drought  of 
last  summer  caused  a  much  heavier  drop  than  had  been  anticipated  with  the  result 
that  the  estimated  production  was  much  lower.  In  addition  to  the  damage  by  the 
drought,  more  than  the  usual  fly  damage  (cimiciate)  r7as  reported. 

There  are  no  official  export  statistics  a.vailable  at  this  time.  However, 
on  the  basis  of  trade  estimate  it  appears  that  some  7,000  short  tons,  unshelled 
basis,  were  exported  so  far  this  season.  There  are  some  estimates  that  run 
higher.  However,  it  is  admittedly  difficult  to  form  a.  definite  idea  of  the 
e:q)ort  volume  due  to  the  various  outlets  available.  During  the  season  to  date, 
Switzerland,  S^-reden, 'the  United  Kingdom,  and  vanious  South  and  Central  American 
countries  \7ere  the  principal  destinations  for  exports.  The  United  Kingdom  was 
the  principal  purchaser  of  unshelled  nuts.  The  prices  of  Spanish  hazelnuts 
continued  to  be  higher  than  those  of  Italy  and  Txirkey,  and  therefore  failed  to 
attract  as  much  ‘foreign  business.  At  present  the  export  market  is  slow. 

However,  the  recent  action  by  the  British  Government  of  putting  Spanish  almonds, 
chestnuts,  and  hazelnuts  under  open  general  license  may  bring  some  new  export 
business. 

“  The  utiiiaztion  of  hazelnuts  in  domestic  channels  has  been  much  larger  than 
was  anticipated  at  the  start  of  the  season.  The  laxge  olive  oil  output  the 
previous  season  was  expected  to  phovide  a  substantial  carry-over  into  1948—49. 

The  1948—49  output  of  oil  was  small,  but  bet'7een  the  now  oil  and  the  carry-over 
it  was  thought  sufficient  edible  oil  would  be  on  hand  to  moot  normal  needs.  The 
price  of  olive  oil  ihcreased,  and  it  became  profitable  to  crush  hazelnuts  for  oil 

The  Quantity  of  hazelnuts  used  so  far  this  season  for  this  purpose  is 
estimated  at  -about  5, 300 -short  tons.  Domestic  consumption  other  than  for  oil 
is  a  little  over  2,000  tons.  Oil  crushers  are  still  interested  in  hazelnuts 
and  probably  will  continue  to  purchase.  ■  .  > 


The  estimates  of  stocks  on  hand  at  mid— season  vary  widely  largely  because 
growers  prefer  to  hold  the  nuts  in  anticipation  of  higher;  proces.  They  sell  , 
only  when  in  need,  of  ready  cash.  Under  such  conditions.  It  is  easy  to  under— 
stojid  why  it  is  difficult  to  obta,in  reliable  stock  estimates.  After  considering 
all  evidence  in  the  case' it  seems -ran  estimate  of  15,700 .  short  .tons,  •unshelled^ 
basis,  is  justified,'  At  the  start  of  the  1948— 49  season  it. was  estimated  some 
14,500  short  tons  from  the  1947  harvest  remained. 

Turkey:  The  1948 .preliminary  estimate  of  hazelnut  production. in  Turkey  _ 
is  55;000  short  tons,  (revised),  unshelled..  basis  compared  with  6Q, 500  tons  in 
1947,  and  90,000  tons  in  1946,  The  estimate  is  10  percent  below  the  5-year 
(1942-46)  average  of  61,000  tons,  but  it  is  about 'equivalent  to  the  10— year 
(1937-46)  average.  There  were  about  2,200  short  tons  of  the  long  pointed— t^Tpe 
nuts,  and  the  balance  were  the  usual  round  Turkish, 

'The  1948-49  export  ’  season  to  the  end  of  January  appears  to  have  boon  fa.irly 
satisfactory  from  a  tonnage  point  of  view.  Official  export  statistics  arenot 
yet  available.  '  However ,  according  to  exporters ,  about-  27 , 500  short  tons ,  un¬ 
shelled  basis,  were  exported  from  the  beginning  of  the  season  to' the- first  of 
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February  1949.  The  exportation  of  shelled  nuts  totaled  about  6,400  short  tons 
(equivalent  to  about  16,000  short  tons  un.shelled)  and  that  of  unshelxed  about 
11  ,"500  short  tons.  The  principal  buyers  of  shelled  nuts  \^ere  Switzerland, 
the  United  States,  and  the  Netherlands.  The  principal  buyers  of  \inshGlled 
nuts  were  Sweden,  the  United  Kingdom,  Palestine,  and  Egypt.  The  United  Kirgdom 
has  been  purchasing  Unshelled  hazelnuts  at  $322  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds  for 
round  t3p)e,  a.nd  $360  for  long,  f.o.b.  Istanbul. 

Late  in  November  a  British  Purchasirg  Mission  arrived  in  Turkey  for  the 
purpose  of  negotiating  the  purchase  of  various  Tui'kish  products,  ihiong  the 
commodities  involved  was  an  allotment  of  $2,500,000  for  the  purchase  of  nuts. 

A  very  substantial  percentage  of  this  wa.s  hazelnuts.  On  Bccernber  2,  Turkey 
signed  a  trade  agreement  with  Belgiim-Luxembourg  to  run  for  7^  months. 

Included  in  the  agreement  was  a  provision  whereby  Belgium  agreed  to  grant 
import  licenses  for  up  to  2,750  short  tons  for  nuts.  This  agreement  in  effect 
would  apply  largely  to  hazelnuts.  The  agreement  may  be  renewed  after 
June  30,^1949.  The  British  and  Belgian  negotiations  have  been  of  big  assist¬ 
ance  in  moving  the  1948  crop.  Recently  the  British  have  decided  to  put  on 
an  open  genera.!  license  Turkish  hazelnuts  and  walnuts  which  will  further 
facilitate  sales  to  the  United  Kingdom.  It  is  reported  that  the  bulk  of 
Bi’itish  purchases  vdll  be  hazelnuts. 


The  official  minimum  export  prices  for  shelled  hazelnuts  to  tne 
United  States  set  early  in  the  season  were  $60  per  220  pounds  for  standard 
qua.lity,  and  $50  for  current  quality.  In  actual  practice  for  much  of  the 
season  the  prices  ha.ve  been  $48  and  $43.44,  This  low  price  is  made  possible 
by  Turkish  exporters  who,  through  a.  third  country,  sell  ha.zelnuts  at  a  loss 
but  obtain  United  States  dollars  which  in  turn  are  sold  at  a  premiiim.  The 
three-way  deal  is  usually  worked  through  Canada,  Egypt,  and  other  countries 
v/ith  which  Turkey  does  not  ha.ve  a,  trade  agreement.  This  arrangement  worked 
out  very  veil  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  season  as  far  a,s  exporters  were 
concerned,  and  resulted  in  very  low  shelled  hazelnut  prices  in  the 
United  States.  The  Turkish  Government,  however,  was  not  too  pleased  and, 
it  is  reported,  now  insists  on  a  landing  certificate  on  each  shipment  as 
proof  that  the  shipment  actually  arrived  in  the  country  for  which  an  export 
license  was  issued.  The  Turkish  Government  has  recently  refused  to  grant 
export  licenses  to  countries  known  to  act  as  intermediaries  for  shipments 
to  the  United  States.  The  action  taken  by  the  Turkish  Government  is  the 
resplf  of  compla,ints  on  the  part  of  exporters  unable  to  make  such  arrangements, 
and  consequently  being  unable  to  export  in  the  face  of  such  a  price  reduction. 
The  action  of  the  Turkish  Government  has  brought  a  stop  to  sales  via  the  third 
country  route  to  the  United  States,  and  it  is  said  the  only  shipments  likely 
to  be  made  for  the  balance  of  the  season  are  those  for  ’'^hich  export  licenses 
had  been  granted  prior  to  the  tightening  of  export  regulations. 


On  February  1,  it  was  estimated  that  there  were  about  17,000  short  tons, 
unshelled  basis,,  still  a.vaila.ble  from  the  1948  ha,rvest.  In  addition  about 
2,200  short  tons  of  the  1947  harvest  were  still  available.  At  the  start  of 
the  1948—49  marketing  sea.son  it  v;as  estimated  about  13,700  tons  of  the  1947 
harvest  remained.  At  the  start  of  the  season  the  Ticaret  Ofisi  (Turkish 
Government  agency)  took  over  the  available  nuts  and  has  since  managed  to 
dispose  of  all  but  the  2,200,  Some  of  the  nuts  were  crushet?  for  oil  which 
was  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  balance  of  the 
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1947  crop  vdll  "be  disposed  of  in  a  similar  manner. 

With  regard  to  the  1948  stocks,  it  .is  reported  most  of  the  nuts 
are  still  in  the  hands  of  growers,  uho  have  not  been  overly  pleased  with 
the  low  prices.  It  is  anticipated,  ho-;ever,  that  as  soon  as  the  1949  crop 
prospects  are  available  and  a  good  crop  is  in  the  malcing,  growers  will 
release  their  holdings.  It  is  reported  that  most  of  the  remaining  stocks 
are  very  good  quality,  since  all  low  grade  nuts  have  been  used  for  oil. 
Exporters  generally  are  very  optimistic  about  exports  for  the  balance  of  the 
season,  and  several  I>!3lieve  the  1948  crop  stocks  will  be  just  about  disposed 
of  before  the  1949  harvest.  The  1949  crop  should  be  a  large  one  if  the 
weather  continues  to  be  favorable,  as  it  follows  a  small  crop  in  1948, 


UNITED  STATES:  Imports,  for  consumption,  of  shelled  and  unshelled  hazelnut 
from  specified  countries,  1947-48,  with  comparisons 

(Crop  year  basis,  September— August ) 


Year 

Italy 

Spain  ; 

Turkey 

Other 

countries 

Total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons: 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

SHELLED 

Average : 

1942-46 

62 

352 

2,437 

37 

2,888 

1937-46 

93 

201 

1,492 

36 

1,822 

Annual; 

1943-44 

0 

559 

17 

0 

576 

1944-45 

0 

1,191 

2,989 

0 

4,180 

1945-46 

178 

6 

4,231 

180 

4,595 

1946-47 

133 

1 

4,921 

5 

5,060 

1947-48 

39 

0 

2,398 

11 

2,448 

1948-49  a/ 

27 

0 

1,791 

28 

1,846 

Average; 

UNSHELLED 

1942-46 

392 

62 

2 

0 

456 

1937-46 

318 

.32 

1 

1 

352 

Annual : 

1943-44 

0 

6 

0 

0 

6 

1944-45 

0 

16 

0 

0 

16 

1945-46 

361 

220 

8 

0 

589 

1946-47 

1,600 

69 

0 

0 

'1,669 

1947-48  j 

*  3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1948-49  aV 

:  13 

0 

0 

0 

13 

a/5  months,  September  through  January, 


Conpiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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BEAZIL  MJT  FORECAST  ABOVE  i  I  ^  [LUNG'S 

"by  W.  R.  SchreiBer 

The  1949  preliminary  forecast  of  the  crop  of  Brazil  nuts  in  the 
Amazon  Valley  of  Brazil  is  33,000  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared 
with  18,800  tons  in  1948  (revised)  and  30,300  tons  in  1947.  The  fore¬ 
cast  is  30  percent  above  the  10-year  (1938-47)  average  of  25,300  tons. 

The  nature  of  the  Brazil  hut  industry  is  such  that  the  market 
conditions  rather  than  the  actual  nuts  on  the  trees  determine  production. 
The  Brazilian  Government  is  actively  encouraging  the  collection  of 
rubber  this  season  which  may  divert  much  of  the  labor  supply  to  rubber 
and  result  in  a  smaller  Brazil  nut  harvest.  The  collection  of  the  nuts 
in  the  jungle  started  in  November  and  will  continue  until  June. 

It  is  too  early  in  the  season  to  forecast  with  reasonable  accuracy 
what  tonnage  will  be  broijght  out  of  the  jungle  by  districts.  At  present 
it  IS  estimated  about  18,200  short  tons  will  come  out  of  the  Belem 
district,  2,200  tons  from  Parintine,  1,100  tons  from  Itacoatiara,  and 
11,500  tons  from  Manaus.  The  q-.oantity  that  will  be  collected  and 
shipped  from  Bolivia  is  not  known  at  this  time.  During  the  1948  season, 
it  was  estimated  about  10,900  short  tons  of  unshelled  nuts  were  collected 
in  the  Belem  district,  1,000  tons  in  Parintins,  600  tons  in  Itacoatiara, 
and  6,300  tons  in  Manaus. 

The  1948  export  season  from  the  standpoint  of  the  s'mkLl  harvest 
was  very  successful.  The  entire  supply  was  disposed  of  long  before  new— 
crop  nuts  were  available  in  November.  The  United  States,  according  to 
Brazilian  statistics,  was  the  destination  for  11,996  short  tons  of 
unshelled  nuts  and  England  1,245  tons.  The  total  export  of  unshelled 
nuts  was  13,640  tons.  Argentina  was  the  destination  for  240  tons.  The 
United  States  was  also  the  destination  for  1,760  tons  of  shelled  nuts 
out  of  a  total  of  1,975  tons  exported.  Small  lots  of  shelled  nuts  were 
exported  to  Canada,  New  Zealand,  and  South  Africa. 

As  the  1949  season  opened,  exporters  were  quoting  the  following 
f.o.b.  prices; 

Unshelled;  8  to  10  cents  per  pound 
Shelled  unblanched ;  35  to  40  cents  per  pound 
Shelled  blanched;  50  to  52  cents  per  pound 

Exporters  generally  were  not  greatly  interested  in  selling  unshelled 
at  less  than  10  cents,  since  it  was  claimed  they  would  incur  losses  on 
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UTTITSD  STATES:  imports  of  Brazil  nuts, 
1945-47  ’..'ith  comparisons 

(Crop  year  Septcmlor  through  Augiist) 


Year 

1  Shelled 

Unshelled 

■  •  Cither  • 

.  ^r^zil  ^  countries.  Total 

•  •  • 

^  .  •  Other  ; 

Brazil  .  . 

;  countries; 

Total 

Short  tons  Short  tons  Short  tons  Short  tons  Short  tons  Short  tons 


Average: 

t 

1943-47 

•2,029 

3  >  • 

2,032 

6,393 

0 

6,393 

1938-47 

3,389 

75 

3,464 

7,882 

5 

7,887 

Annual : 

1937-38 

3,124 

129 

3,253'  ■ 

6,951 

0 

6,951 

1938-39 

4,330  • 

176 

4,506  ■ 

9,501 

15 

9,516 

1939-40 

5,698 

23 

5,721 

11 , 603 

0 

11,603 

1940-41 

7,876 

•272 

8,148 

13,705 

0 

13,705 

1941-42 

4,107 

251 

4 , 368 

8,501 

0 

8,501 

1942-43 

1,739 

6  ■ 

•  1',  745 

3,548  ■ 

35 

3,583 

1943-44 

1/ 

0 

u 

0 

0 

0 

1944-45  . 

0 

0 

'  ■  0 

1/ 

0 

u 

1945-46 

3,958 

■  *  3,959' 

5,889 

0 

5,889 

1946-47 

3,260 

12  ■ 

^  3, ■'272  • 

11,739 

0 

11,739 

1947-48 

2,925 

1/ 

2,925 

14 , 336 

0 

14,336 

1948-49  2/ 

1,043 

10 

1,053 

6,801 

0 

6,801 

^  Less  than  onc-half  ton, 

^  5  months,  Soptomher  through  January. 


Compiled  from  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census, 


anything  less.  The  market  has  keen  fairly  active  from  the  start  of  the 
season  vrith  sales  of  unshelled  hy  January  reported  to  have  exceeded  4,400 
short  tons,  of  which  the  United  States  is  said  to  have  contracted  for 
3,300  tons.  A  ship  was  reported  to  have  "been  scheduled  to  sail  sometime 
in  March  from  the  Amazon  to  England  with  1,100  tons.  It  is  also  under¬ 
stood  that  the  recent  easing  of  import  restrictions  in  England  has  re¬ 
sulted  in  considerable  interest  being  sho’.Tn  in  unshelled  nuts  by  English 
buyers.  Canadian  buyers  are  also  reported  to  have  shown  more  interest 
this  season  than  last.  Altogether,  exporters  feel  they  will  have  no 
difficulty  moving  the  entire  harvest  into  export  channels  this  season, 
though  at  times  prices  maj’’  not  be  as  satisfactory  as  desired.  Tiae  1949 
market  to  date  is  in  some,,  vrays  reminiscent  of  prewar  seasons.  The  English 
buyers  are  on  hand  early  as  was  normal  in  prewar  years,  with  the 
United  States  buyers  not  yet  in  full  stride  on  purchases  for  the  season. 
Prices  of  unshelled  are  becoming  more  attractive  to  foreign  buyers,  end 
approaching  prewar  levels. 


- 
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Bl^IL  UrUTS:  Estimted  coininercial  production  in 
specified  c'ouritries,  1948  vrith  comparisons 

.  ..’  (Eo'unded  to  nearest '100  short  tons) 

.  ■  Unshelled  basis  •  '  '  *’ 


Year 

■ 

Brazil 

Bolivia 

Total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Averages: 

'T  •  , 

■  • 

1943-47 

14,300 

y 

14,300 

1938-47 

23,000 

2,300 

25,300 

Annual: 

1930 

18,800 

'300 

19 , 100 

1931 

42,700 

600 

43 , 300 

1932 

36 , 800 

2,000 

38 , 800 

1933 

44,400 

2,500 

46,900 

1934 

39 , 700 

'  2,800 

42,500 

1935 

47,900 

2,700 

50 , 600 

1936 

40,100 

2,900 

43,000 

1937 

25,900 

3,100 

29,000 

1938 

41,500 

5,300 

46,800 

1939 

40,800 

4,600 

45,400 

1940  . 

44,200 

3,400 

47,600 

1941 

17,000 

7,700 

24,700 

1942 

14,500 

1,700 

16,200 

1943 

3,600 

0 

3,600 

1944 

3,300 

0 

3,300 

1945 

6,800 

100 

6,900 

1946 

27,500 

^  100 

^  27,600 

1947  ^ 

30 , 300 

100 

30,400 

1948  ^ 

2/  10,800 

100 

^  18,900 

]J  Less  thrn  onc-half  ton. 

2/  Revised. 

^  Preliminary. 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.  Prepared  or 
estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign 
governments,  reports  of  U.  S.  Foreign  Service  officers, 
results  of  office  research,  and  other  information. 
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Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations."*''- 
TJashington  25,  D.  C. 

^  .  MP  1949 

FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 

1  '  !LL!M0!3 

February  1949  REPORT 

Declared  exports  of  edible  tree  nuts  to  United  States 
(Values  are  f.o.b.  country  of  origin) 

March  4,  1949 


Commodity  & 
origin 


Almonds 
Shelled: 
Lisbon  . . . 
Naples  . . . 
Palermo  . . 
Barcelona 
Malaga  . . . 
Valencia  . 
Total  . . 

Brazil  nuts 
Shelled: 
Belem  .... 
Manaus  . . . 
Transship¬ 
ment  e/ 
Total  .. 

Brazil  nuts 
Unshelled: 
Belem  .... 
Manaus  . * . 
Total  . . 

Cashews 
Shelled: 
Bombay  ... 
Madras  . . . 
Total  . . 

Hazelnuts 
Shelled: 
Barcelona 
Naples  ... 
Palermo  .. 
Istanbul  . 
Total  . . 

Hazelnuts 
Unshelled: 
Barcelona 
Naples  ... 
Pale  rmo  . . 
Istanbul  . 
Total  .. 

YJ  alnut  s 
Shelled: 
Bordeaux  . 


J  a  n  u 

ary 

F  e  b  r  u 

ary 

Season  to  date 

1949 

1949 

194^49 

Pounds 

Dollars 

.  Pounds 

Dollars 

Pounds  : 

« 

• 

Dollars 

55,000 

459,957 

1,023,115 

0 

0 

0 

18,375 

157,462 

324,848 

0 

0 

0 

93,500 

468,622 
,  688,248 
0 

c/  0 

0 

;  31,317 

■  ^ 
227,392 

0 

c/  0 

0 

• 

• 

,  148,500: 

:2, 276,164:^ 

5,971,659: 
. 0;  ‘ 

'387,800: 

■  ■  ■  '0;  ■ 

49,692 
■  609,959 
1,921,858 

0 

162,968 

0 

1,538,072 

500,685 

1,250,370 

d/  258,709 

8, 784, 123 :b/2, 744, 477 

• 

• 

• 

• 

54,582 

0 

18,276 

0 

,  311,830 
126,490 

.  127,304 
56,105 

• 

• 

1,610,980: 

'  762,050: 

« 

681,603 

273,985 

27,324 

13,659 

77,616 

34,922 

• 

li8,338: 

55,280 

81,906 

31,935 

515,936 

218,331 

.2,491,368; 

1,010,868 

0 

0 

0 

0 

f 

168,000 

224,000 

16,461 

22,392 

• 

« 

• 

0 

0 

0 

3,310,780: 

.  732,477: 

400,876 
■  79,615 

0 

0 

392,000 

38,853 

.4,043,257: 

480 , 491 

0 

1,977,150 

0 

633,694 

163,050 

1,162,000 

57,584 

404,260 

0 

• 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1,266,450: 
18,663,088: ' 

461,677 

'6,850,747 

1,977,150 

633,694 

■1,325,050 

461 , 844 

19,929,538: 

7,312,424 

V 

0 

s 

• 

• 

0 

0 

:  0 

5,500 

■ 

1,950 

• 

• 

•  ...  °‘ 

6,6li: 

0 

2,480 

0 

442,154 

0 

89,543 

756,632 

'  137,528 

0; 

■4,588,979: ■ 

0 

■'  968,134 

442,154 

89,543 

762,132 

139,478 

4,595,590: 

970,614 

t 

:  0 

0 

:  0 

:  0 

0 

0 

0 

■  0 

0: 

0: 

110: 

13,029: 

0 

0 

12 

2,190 

:  0 

0 

13,139. 

2,20"" 

c 

c 

' 

0 
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UNITED  STATES: 


Imports  for  consumption  of  specified  nuts, 
by  countries  of  origin 


Commodity  &  countries  * 
of  origin 

5-yr.  av. 

1942-43/ 

1946-47 

1946-47 

1947-48 

a/ 

1948-49 

Latest 

available 

month 

December 

Almonds,  shelled. 

Italy . . . 

Portugal  . . . 

Spain . . . 

Other  countries  .... 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

■  712 

■  769 
4,619 

87 

2,054 
.  187 
950 
110 

4,179 

98 

.  1,805 
53 

2,170 

17 

254 

37 

.  1,104 

0 

2 

34 

Total 


Total  . 

Brazil  nuts,  shelled 

Brazil  . ■. . . 

Other  countries 


6,187 


3,301 


6,135 


209 


157 


3,260 

12 


2,925 


2,478 


908 

10 


1,140 


Almonds,-  unshelled 

Italy . ■ . 

1 

6 

9 

:  1 

0 

Portugal  . . 

5 

0 

■  0 

■  .  0 

0 

Spain  . 

201 

145 

6 

0 

0 

0 

Other  countries  .... 

2 

b/ 

1 

1 

Total  .......... 

.  1,795 

•  3,272 

2,925 

918 

121 

Brazil  nuts,  unshelled 

Brazil  . . 

'  4,235 

■  11,739 

.  14,336 

6,801 

1 

Other  countries  .... 

•  7 

■  .  0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  .  .• . 

4,242 

•  11.,  739 

.  14,336 

6,801 

1 

Cashews,  shelled 

India  . ' . 

.  9,363 

■  15,323 

.  14,749 

6,993 

1,768 

Other  countries  ..... 

470 

;  692 

836 

107 

81 

'Total 

:  9,833 

■  16,015 

.  15,585 

7,190 

.  1,849 

Hazelnuts,  shelled 

Italy . . . 

62 

:  .  133 

39 

27 

22 

Spain . - . 

352 

1 

0 

0 

0 

T'orkey . 

2,437 

4,921 

2,398 

1,319 

456 

Other  countries  .... 

37 

5 

11  ■ 

29 

7 

«••••••••• 

2,888 

.5,060 

2,448  : 

1,375 

435 

Hazelnuts,  unshelled 

Italy  . . 

392 

.1,600 

3 

.13. 

13 

Spain  ....' . 

62 

69 

0 

0. 

0 

Turkey  . .  . . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  countries  .... 

0 

0  . 

0- 

0 

0 

Total  . 

456 

1,669 

3 

13 

13 

Walnuts,  shelled 

France  . 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

Italy . . . 

33 

139 

137 

300 

208 

Turkey  . 

88 

287 

95 

68 

:  62 

Other  countries  .... 

32 

33 

19 

60  . 

Q 

Total  . 

153  • 

459 

257 

428 

270 

^  Lr  months,  September  through  December  1948..  b/  Less  than  one-half  ton. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  ; 

NOTE:  The  tonnages  shovm  in  im-port  for  consumption  tables  are  tonnages  on 

which  dut;/  has  been  paid  and  should  not  be  confused  with  general  import 
or  declared  export  statistics  on  page  1, 

UNITED  STATES;  Exports  .of  specified  nuts 


Latest 

.5-j/T,  av.  , 

available 

Commodity  .1942-43/ 

1946-47  .  1947-48  ,  1q/,^4q 

month 

.  1946-47  . 

December 

3^f.l  , 

lxJ~/  3J? / 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTI'ffiNT  OF  AGRICULTTJRE 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 
Washington  25,  D«  C 


FN  6-49  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR  April  4, 

A;  /<  8  1949 

MARCH  1949  REPORT 

Declared  exports  of  edible  tree  nut^'to  United^, States  ^ 
(Values  are  foOob.  country  of  origin)  '  '  A 


1949 


(Crop  year  —  August-September) 


Commodity  & 
origin 

F  E  B  R  U  A 
1949 

R  Y 

MARC 

1949 

H 

Season  to  date 
1948-49 

Pounds  :  Dollars 

Pounds  : 

Dollars 

pounds 

Dollars 

Almonds 

■  ' 

Shelled: 

Lisbon 

93,500: 

31,317 

121,000: 

41,705 

269,500 

91,397 

Naples  ... 

1/ 

418,231: 

148,854 

209,461: 

80,312 

2,435,234 

839,125 

Palermo  . • 

688,248: 

227,392 

286,770: 

96,772 

6,258,429 

2,018,630 

Barcelona . 

0: 

0 

0: 

0 

0 

0 

Mslsgs  o  0  c 

?J 

0:2/ 

0 

0: 

0 

387,800 

.162,968 

Valencia  o 

0: 

0 

0: 

0 

0 

0 

Total  .c 

1/  1,199,979:1/ 407, 563 

617,231: 

218,789 

9,350,963 

3,112,120 

Brazil  nuts 

Shelled: 

Belem  .... 

311,830: 

127,304 

738,270; 

303,676 

2,349,250 

985,279 

Manaus  ... 

126,490; 

56,105 

163,480: 

72,428 

925,530 

346,413 

Transship- 

mant  3/  • 

77,616; 

34,922 

0; 

0 

118,338 

55,280 

Total  .. 

515,936; 

218,331 

901,750; 

376,104“ 

3,393,118 

1,386,972 

Brazil  nuts 

Unshelled: 

Belem  . . « . 

168,000; 

16,461 

713,440: 

67,484 

4,024,220 

468,360 

Manaus  . . . 

224,000: 

22,392 

390,000; 

31,892 

1,122,477 

111,507 

Total  .. 

392,000; 

38,853 

1,103,440: 

99,376 

5,146,697 

579,867 

Cashews 

Shelled; 

Bombay  . . • 

1/ 

1,250:1/ 

418 

786,300: 

280,001 

1,890,950 

684,512 

Madras  ... 

1,162,000: 

404,260 

4,182,000:' 

1,593,450 

22,845,088 

8,444,197 

Total  .0 

1/  1,163,250:1/  404,678 

4,968,300; 

1,873,451 

24,736,038 

9,128,709 

Filberts 

1 

Shelled: 

Barcelona 

0: 

0 

0: 

0 

0 

0 

Naples  ... 

5,500: 

1,950 

18,385? 

6,155 

24,996 

8,635 

Palermo  . . 

0: 

0 

0: 

0 

0 

0 

Ishanbul  o 

756.532? 

137,528 

793,433: 

185,169 

5,382,412:  1,153,303 

Total  e  0 

762,132: 

139,478 

811,818; 

191,324 

5,407,408 

1,161,938 

Filberts 

Unshelled; 

Barcelona 

0: 

0 

0; 

0 

0 

0 

Naples  ... 

0; 

0 

16,170; 

2,100 

16,170 

2,100 

Palermo  , . 

0; 

0 

0; 

0 

110 

12 

Istanbul  • 

0: 

0 

0; 

0 

13,029 

2,190 

Total  .« 

0: 

0 

16,170; 

2,100 

29,309 

4,302 

ITalnut  s 

Shelled: 

Bordeaux  • 

0; 

0 

12,400: 

7,008 

12,400 

7,008 

Lyon  ..... 

29,801; 

19,504 

11,037: 

7,500 

40,338 

27,004 

Naples  ... 

74,250; 

33,842 

8,800; 

3,775 

1,281,173 

643,726 

Istanbul  . 

211,641: 

96,485 

126,622: 

43,211 

988,047 

399,197 

Total  0. 

315,692: 

149,831 

158,859: 

61,494 

2,322,458 

1,076,935 

1/  Revised, 

2/  5,600  pounds  valued  at  Q>2,3Q6  in  transit  to  Canada. 

3/  Via  Belem  and  Manaus - 

United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 
As  reported  byUoS,  Consulates  abroad. 
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UNITED  STATES:  Imports  for  consumption  of  specified  nuts, 

by  countries  of  origin  'ij 

_ Crop  year,  Se  pt  ember  ^-August _ 


Commodity  &  countries 
of  origin 


5-yr.  avo 

1942-43/ 

1946^47 

1946-47 

1947-48 

2/ 

1948-49 

Latest 

available 

month 

January 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

712- 

2,054 

4,179 

2,883 

713 

769 

187 

98 

17 

0 

4,619 

950 

1,805 

255 

1 

87 

110 

■53 

37 

3/ 

6,187 

3,301 

6,135 

3,192 

714 

1 

6 

9 

1 

0 

5 

,0 

0 

0 

0 

201 

145 

0 

0 

0 

2 

.6 

3/ 

1 

0 

209 

157 

9 

2 

0 

1,791 

3,260 

2,925 

1,043 

135 

4 

12 

3/  . 

10 

0 

1,795 

3,272 

2,925 

1,053 

135 

4,235 

11,739 

14,336 

6,801 

3/ 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4,242 

11,739 

14,336 

6,801 

1/ 

9,363 

15,323 

14,749 

8,385 

1,392 

470 

692 

836 

283 

86 

9,833 

16,015 

15,585 

8,668 

1,478 

62 

133 

39 

27 

3/ 

352 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2,437 

4,921 

2,398 

1,791 

472 

37 

5 

11 

30 

1 

2,888 

5,060 

2,448 

1,848 

473 

392 

1,600 

3 

13 

0 

62 

69 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

■  0 

0 

0 

456 

1,669 

3 

13 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

33 

139 

137 

339 

39 

88 

287 

95 

263 

195 

32 

33 

19 

86 

26 

153 

459 

257 

688 

260 

Almonds,  shelled 

Italy  . . . . 

Portugal  . . 

Spain  . 

Other  countries  . 
Total  ...... 

Almonds,  unshelled 


Italy  ......... 

Portugal  . 

Spa in  . 

Other  countries 
Total 


•  •  •  • 


Brazil  nuts,  shelled 


Brazil  . .' . 

Other  countries  . 

Total . 

Brazil  nuts,  unshelled 


Brazil  . 

Other  countries 

Total . 

Cashews ,  shelled 

India  . 

Other  countries 

Total . 

filberts,  shelled. 


Italy  . 

Spain  . 

Turkey  . . 

Other  countries 
Total  . 

Filberts,  unshelled- 

Italy  . . . . 

Spain  . 

Turkey  . 

Other  countries 
Total  ..... 

A*" a Inut s,  shelled 

France  . 

.Italy  . 


Turkey . 

Other  countries 
Total  .... 


has  been  paid  and  should  not  be  confused  'aith  general  import  or  declared  export 
statistics  on  page  1,  ^5  months,  September  through  January.  3/  Less  than  one- 

half  ton. 

Com.piled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

NOTE  ■ 

The  Bureau  of  Customs  preliminary^  figures  shov^ring  the  imports  for  consumption 
of  shelled  walnuts  v/ithin  the  quota  limitations  of  5,000,000  pounds  provided 
for  under  the  General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade  from  the  beginning  of  the 
quota  period  January'-  1  to  February  26,  1949  are  713,637  pounds. 
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UNITED  STATES:  Exports  of  specified  nuts 
Crop  year,  September-August 


Commodity 

5-yrc  av, 

1942-43/ 

1946-47 

1946-47 

1947-48 

1/ 

1948-^9 

Latest 

available 

month 

January 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  -  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Almonds  2/ 

3/  195 

541 

145 

74 

8 

Filberts  _2/ 
Pecans 

276 

290 

466 

190 

2 

Shelled 

226 

97 

196 

228 

65 

Unshelled 

V\falnuts 

696 

423 

I 

111 

24 

8 

Shelled 

65 

122 

413 

158 

18 

Unshelled 

1,800 

2,568 

1,973 

644 

152 

^  i.  Oiix  uu^li  UdXiUclI’y. 

£/  Shelled  and  unshelled  not  separately  reported. 

3/  Excludes  September/December  1942.  Not  separately  classified  prior 
to  January  1,  1943  o 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


FOREIGN:  Estimates  of  production 


(unshelled  basis  unless  otherwise  indicated) 


Commodity 

(rounded  to  nearest  100  tons) 

1942-46 

average 

1945 

1946 

1/  1947 

1/  1948 

Almonds  2/ 
Brazil  nuts 
Cashews  . . , , 
Filberts  ..o 
Walnuts  . 

Short 

tons 

65.200 
11,500 

51.200 

107,200 

48,800 

<1 

Short 

tons 

89.700 
6,900 

58,800 

66.700 

40,400 

Short 

tons 

71,700 

27.600 

75.600 
156,000 

49,300 

Short 

tons 

77,500 

30.400 

26,900 

103,400 

53.400 

Short 

tons 

^  57,600 

3/  18,900 

50,400 

3/  96,900 

48,700 

—  *  /».  0  •  ♦ 

1/  Preliminary.  2/  Shelled  basis.  3/  Revised.  4/  Europe  and  Turkey 
only  -  China  not  available.  “ 


United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 

Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign 
governments,  reports  of  United  States  foreign  service  officers, 
results  of  office  research,  and  other  information. 


WAITED  STATES  DEPARTfffiNT  OF  AGRICULUTRE 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 

FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 


Hay  3,  1949 


Commodity  & 
origin 


APRIL  1949  REPORT 

Declared  exports  of  edible  tree  nuts  to  United  States 
(Values  are  f.Ocb,  country  of  origin) 

(Crop  year  -  August-Sentember'l _ 


MARCH 
1949 


Almonds 
Shelled: 
Lisbon  . . 
Naples  .. 
Palermo  , 
Barcelona 
Malaga  <> . 
Valencia 
Total  . 

Brazil  nuts 

Shelled: 
Belem  . . , . 
Manaus  , , , 
Transship¬ 
ment  'y 
Total  .. 

Brazil  nuts 

Unshel  led: 
Belem  .... 
Manaus  , , , 
Total  .. 

CasheviTs 
Shelled: 
Bombay  ... 
Madras  . . , 
Total  0 , 

Filberts 

Shelled: 
Barcelona 
Naples  o . . 
Palermo  » , 
Istanbul  , 
Total  , , 

Filberts 
Unshelled: 
Barcelona 
Naples  , , . 
Palermo  . • 
Istanbul  . 
Total  .. 

Walnuts 
Shelled: 
Bordeaux  . 

Lyon . 

Naples  . . , 
Istanbul  , 
Total  , . 


Pounds 


121,000: 

209,461: 

286,770: 

0: 

0: 

0: 


Dollars  :  Pounds 


APRIL 
1949 


Dollars 


Season  to  date 
1948-49 


Pounds 


41,705: 

80,312: 

96,772: 

0: 
0: 
0: 


146,300: 

137,148: 

14,000: 

0: 

0: 


41,705:  415,80 

44,044:-'5-2,372,38 
58,410:  6,272,42 

0: 

0:  387,80 


Dollars 


‘  133,102 
883,169 
2,077,040 
0 

162,968 


617,231: 

218,789: 

297,448: 

144,159:  9.448.41 

VJ 

3,256,279 

• 

0 

• 

• 

• 

• 

738, 270: 
163,480: 

0 

• 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

■  303,676: 

72,428: 

• 

• 

• 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

859,782: 

136,620: 

0 

• 

• 

340,097:  3,209,03 
53,292:  1,062,15 

1,325,376 
.  399,705 

0: 

0: 

0; 

0:  118.33 

55.280 

.  901.750: 

376,104: 

996,402: 

393,389:  4,389.52 

1 , 780 . 361 

• 

• 

• 

« 

• 

• 

713,440: 
2/  392,000: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

67,484: 

'  31,892: 

• 

• 

0 

0 

• 

• 

2,147,040; 

3,515,147: 

• 

• 

178,348:  6,171,260 
367,540:  4,639,624 

■  646, 708 
479 . 0A7 

^A,105,440: 

99,376: 

5,662,187: 

545,888:10,810,884 

■1  .125.7^^ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

786,300: 

4,182,000: 

• 

• 

0 

• 

• 

• 

280,001: 

1,593.450: 

• 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0: 

4,111,800: 

• 

0 

0:  1,890,950 
1.615,555:26,956,888 

684,512 

10,059,752 

4,968,300: 

1.873,451: 

4,111,800: 

1.615,555:28,847,838 

10,744,264 

• 

0 

0 

• 

• 

• 

0: 

18,385: 

0: 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0: 

6,155: 

0: 

185,169: 

0 

0 

0 

• 

0 

0 

0: 

0; 

0: 

689,960: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

0 

0 

0:  0 

0:  24,996 

0:  0 

148,648:  6,072,372 

0 

8,635 

0 

1,301,951 

811,818: 

191,324: 

689,960: 

148,648:  6,097,368 

1,310.586 

16,170: 

0: 

0: 

0 

0 

0 

• 

• 

• 

0: 

2,100: 

0: 

0: 

• 

0 

0 

0 

0 

.  ♦ 

0: 

0: 

0: 

0: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

0 

0 

0:  0 

0:  16,170 

0;  no 

0:  13.029 

0 

2,?.00 

12 

2.190 

16,170: 

2,100; 

0: 

0:  29,309 

4,302 

12,400: 

11,037: 

8,800: 

126,622: 


7,008: 

7,500: 

3,775: 

43,211: 


7,150:  4,100:  19,550:  11,108 

23,345:  15,132:  64,183:  42,136 

0-*  0:  1,281,173:  643,726 

,  _  - - - §■2.^730:  24,130:  1,050,777:  423,327 

- 61,494:  91.225:  43,362:  X4I5  .683:  1,120,297 


^  Via  Belem  and  Manaus. 

^  Revised. 

-X-  _  February  revised. 

United  States  Department  of  Agricultu 
As  reported  by  U.S.  Consulates  abroad 


re.  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 

W,  R.  Schreiber 
(OVER) 


-  2  - 


UNITED  STATES:  Imports  for  consumption  of  specified  nuts, 

by  countries  of  origin 


Commodity  &  countries 
of  origin 

1 

5-'yr.  av, 

1942-43/ 

194^47 

1946-47 

1947-48 

2/ 

1948-49 

Latest 

available 

month 

February 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Almonds,  shelled 

! 

Italy . . 

7"l  ? 

2.054 

4.179 

3  433 

Portu  gal  . . . 

769 

187 

98 

28 

Spain  . . . 

4,619 

950 

1.805 

255 

3/ 

Other  countries  .... 

87 

110 

53 

39 

J! 

2 

Total  ..... _ 

&7W 

•  3,301 

6,135 

3,772 

580 

Almonds,  unshelled 

Italy  . . 

1 

6' 

9 

1 

■  '  ■  0 

Po rtugal  ........... 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Spain  . . 

201 

145 

0 

0 

0 

0 1 he  r  countries  . . . . 

2 

6 

■  3/ 

1 

0 

Total  . . 

209 

157 

9 

2 

0 

Brazil  nuts,  shelled 

- 

Rrazi]  . 

1 . 791 

3 , 260 ' 

2,925 

1,093 

50 

Other  countries  .... 

4 

12' 

■  3/  ’ ' 

10 

0 

Total  . 

1,795 

3,272 

2,925 

1,103 

50 

Brazil  nuts,  unshelled 

: 

Rrazi  1  . 

4.235 

11.739 

14.336 

6,801 

0 

Other  countries  .... 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  . 

4,242 

11,739 

14,336" 

6,801 

0 

Cashews,  shelled 

India  .............. 

9.363 

15.323 

14 . 749 

9,084 

699 

Other  count ries  .... 

470 

692 

836 

304 

21 

Total  . . . 

9,833 

16,015 

15,585 

9,388 

720 

Filberts,  shelled 

Italy . . . . . 

62 

133 

39 

27 

0 

Spa  in  . . . 

352 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Turkey  . . 

2,437 

4,921 

2,398 

2,014 

223 

Other  countries 

37 

5 

11 

30 

6 

Total . 

2,888 

5,060 

2,448 

2,071 

223 

Filberts,  unshelled 

Italy  . . 

392 

1,600 

3 

13 

0 

Spa in  .............. 

62 

69 

0 

0 

0 

Turkey  . . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  countries  .... 

0 

0. 

0 

.0 

0 

456 

1,669 

3 

13 

0 

Walnut  s  5  she  lied 

Franc  e  . . . 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

Italy . . . . 

33 

139 

137 

364 

25 

Turke y  ............. 

88 

287 

95 

313 

50 

Other  countries  .... 

32 

33 

19 

100 

14 

Total  . 

153 

459 

257 

777 

89 

has  been  paid  and  should  not  be  confused  with  general  import  or  declared  export 
statistics  on  page  1.  2J  ^  months,  September  through  February.  3/  Less  than 
one-half  ton. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


NOTE 


The  Bureau  of  Customs  preliminary  figures  showing  the  imports  for  consumption 
of  shelled  walnuts  within  the  quota  limitations  of  5,000,000  pounds  provided 
for  under  the  General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade  from  the  beginning  of  the 
quota  period  January  1  to  February  26,  1949  are  957,440  pounds. 


WIITED  STATES:  Exports  of  specified  nuts 
Crop  year,  September-August 


Commodity 

5-yr.  av. 

1942-43/ 

194^47 

1946^47 

1947-48 

u 

l%8-49 

Latest 
ava  ila  ble 
month 
February 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short 

tons 

Short  tons 

Almonds 

Filberts 

Pecans 

Shelled 

Unshelled 

Vfalnuts 

Shelled 

Unshelled 

3/  195 

276 

226 

696 

65 

1,800 

541 

290 

97 

423 

122 

2,568 

145 

466 

196 

111 

413 

1,973 

77 

190 

259 

46 

163 

706 

3 

4/ 

31 

22 

5 

62 

1/  6  months,  September  through  February 
2/  Shelled  and  unshelled  not  separately  reported. 

3/  Excludes  September/Eecember  1942.  Not  separately  classified  prior 
to  January  1,  1943. 

^  Less  than  one-half  ton. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


FOREIGN;  Estimates  of  production 

-  ^  —  —  «r 

(unshelled  basis  unless  otherwise  indicated) 


(rounded  to  nearest  100  tons) 


Commodity 

1942-46 

average 

1945 

1946 

1/  1947 

1/  1948 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

Almonds  7j 

65,200 

89,700 

71,700 

77,500 

57,600 

Brazil  nuts 

11,500 

6,900 

27,600 

30,400 

18,900 

Cashews 

51,200 

58,800 

75,600 

26,900 

50,400 

Filberts 

107,200 

66,700 

156,000 

103,400 

96,900 

Ylalnuts  _2/ 

48,800 

40,400 

49,300 

53,400 

48,700 

1/  Preliminary.  Tj  Shelled  basis .  Europe  and  Turkey  only  — 

China  not  availableo 


United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 

Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign 
governments,  reports  of  United  States  foreign  service  officers, 
results  of  office  research,  and  other  information. 


3  32j 

3  / 

-FA) 

FN  8-49 


UNITED  STATES  DEPAKTIIENT  OF  AGRICTJLTURE 
Office  of  Foreign  A,gricultural  Relations 
<  Washington  25,  D.  C* 


FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 
MAY  1949  REPORT 

Declared  exports  of  edible  tree,  nuts  to  United  States 
,  ■  ,  '-4-  ■  .  ■  (Values  are  f;,o.b.  country  of  origin); 

UN!VI;!4U1[Y’  0^  ‘titlNOiS  (Crop'year  -  August— September) 


June  3,  1949 


Commodity  & 
origin 

• 

• 

• 

• 

APRIL 

1949 

M  A  I 

1949 

0 

0 

0 

0 

: Season  to  date 

1948-49 

* 

Pounds 

:  Dollars 

. Pounds 

Dollars  : 

Pounds  : 

V  • 

Dollars 

Almonds 

• 

• 

• 

9 

i 

* 

• 

’ 

0 

• 

0 

Shelled: 

• 

• 

• 

K 

• 

• 

Lisbon 

• 

• 

146,300*1/ 

50,120 

0 

0: 

;  415, 800: 

141,517 

Naples  . . . 

• 

• 

137,148 

t 

• 

:  44 , 044 

.  .'.  60,557 

25,360: 

2>432,939: - 

908,529 

Pa3.erno  .  • 

• 

• 

14,000:1/ 

5,841 

.  -  0 

0: 

6,272,429: 

2,024,471 

Barcelona 

• 

• 

0 

» 

0 

.  •’  0 

0: 

;  . 0:  . 

....  0 

•Malaga 

• 

0 

• 

• 

0 

0 

0: 

;387,8QQi  . 

.  162,968 

Valencia  . 

*  • 

• 

0 

• 

0 

0 

0: 

;  .  .  .  .Qi. . 

. 0 

Total  •• 

*  • 

0 

297,448:1/ 

91,590 

60,557 

25,360: 

9,:5Q8,.968:  ■ 

3,237,485 

Brazil  nuts 

*  • 

• 

*• 

# 

. 

• 

0 . 

• 

r. 

0 

,  ,  •  »  «  .  4  > 

• 

Shelled: 

• 

• 

0 

• 

.  •  .  «  «  -•«*  • 

»  ,  .  . 

Belem  « , . . 

• 

* 

■  859,782 

• 

•  ^ 

340,097 

■  743,160 

286,539: 

3,95.2,192:  ■' 

X:,6il',915 

Manaus  . . , 

• 

136,620 

» ' 

»  ^ 

53,2^2 

■  2/ 

2j'  ^ 

1,062.,.L50.:.  . 

399,705 

Transship- 

• 

• 

1 

«  t  • 

0  ■  . 

,  '  •  ■  •  ‘ 

ment 

« 

0 

0 

1 

» 

0 

3/  19,800 

3/ 

^,921-. 

138,1.3.8,:.  . 

 62V207 

Total  ,, 

• 

• 

996.402 

• 

» 

393,389 

4/  762,960 

4/ 

293,466: 

5,152,480:5/  2,073,827 

0 

« 

■ 

> 

:5/....:.- 

Brazil  nuts 

0 

0 

• 

9 

t 

0 

.0 

Unshelled: 

0 

0 

9 

9 

0 

Belem  .... 

0 

0 

2,147,040 

9 

9  , 

178,348 

1,243’,200 

104,555: 

7,414,460: 

751,263 

Manaus  . . . 

0 

0 

3,515,147 

» 

9  , 

367,540 

2/ 

2/  ! 

4,639,624: • 

479,047 

Tdtal  .. 

0 

0 

5,662,187 

1 

9 

545,888 

1,243,200 

4/ 

104,555: 

12,054,084:5/  1,230,310 

0 

0 

9 

9 

y 

Cashews 

0 

9 

9 

« 

Shelled: 

0 

0 

9 

9 

« 

Bordsay  ... 

0 

0 

0 

9 

9 

0 

,  288,400 

99,323: 

2,179,350: 

783,835 

Madras  . . . 

0 

0 

4,111,800 

',1,615,555 

3,324,900 

1 

,327,200: 

30,281,788: 

11,386,952 

Total  .. 

• 

• 

4,111,800 

1. 

615,555 

3,613,300 

1 

,426,5.^3: 

3  3,461,138: 

12,170,787 

Filberts 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

9 

9  ^ 

• 

.  »  .  0  ■ 

0 

0  ■ 

Shelled: 

0 

0 

9 

»  * 

0 

...  .  .  . 

Barcelona 

0 

0 

0 

» 

9 

0 

0 

0: 

...  0: 

0 

Naples 

0 

0 

0 

9 

9 

0 

■  4,510 

.  1,928; 

29,506:... 

10,563 

Palermo  , . 

0 

0 

0 

9 

• 

0 

0 

0: 

0: 

.  ,  0 

Istanbul  . 

0 

0 

689,^60 

9 

» 

148,648 

.  178,655 

9 

.  36^519. 

6,2:51,.Q2.7:.  . 

...1,. 3  38, 470 

Total  . . 

0 

0 

68^,960 

* 

.143.  648 

183,165' 

9 

* 

.  38,44'". 

6,2SC,.:;33:.  . 

.  .1,.349,033 

Filberts 

0 

0 

0  . 

9 

9 

. 

■  4 

» 

*  •  »  »  ^ 

0 

•  V  *  * 

Unshe].led:. 

0 

0 

• 

^  • 

0  ■» 

Barcelona 

• 

• 

0 

•  ,  0 

0 

0: 

■  0:  • 

0 

Naples  .  , . , 

0 

• 

0 

0 

■  0 

0: 

16.,  170: 

2,100 

Palermo  . . 

• 

• 

0 

0 

0 

0: 

110: 

.  12 

Istanbul  . 

• 

• 

0 

0 

0 

0: 

13,029: 

2,190 

Total  .. 

0 

0 

0 

■  0 

0 

0: 

29.309: 

4,302 

Walnuts 

0 

0 

0 

• 

• 

0 

She  lied: 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Bordeaux  . 

0 

0 

7,150 

4,100 

0 

0: 

19,550: 

11,108 

Lyon . 

0 

0 

23,345 

15,132 

0 

0: 

64,183: 

42,136 

Naples  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

57,915 

21,048: 

1,339X88: 

664,774 

Istanbul  , 

0 

0 

62,730 

24,130 

0 

.0: 

1,050-777: 

Total  . . 

0 

0 

93.225 

43 362 

57,015 

21,0ZS.' 

2,473  598 

1,141,345 

•■w  .  u'  •  ■  •r  ~  '  .."W 

4/  Excluding  Manaus.  j/Sxcluding ' Manaus  :.in-:Mayv, 
U.S.D.A.,  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 
abroad. 


transit  to  Canada. 

.  As  reported  by  U.S.  Consulates 

W.  R.  Schreiber 
(OVER) 


^  2  - 


UNITED  STATES: 


Imports  for  consumption  of  specified  nuts, 
by  countries  of  origin  "ij 


r 


Crop  year,  September-August 


Commodity  &;  countries 
of  origin 

5-yr.  av. 

1942-43/ 

1946-47 

1946-47. 

1947-48 

2/ 

1948-49 

Latest 

available 

month 

March 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Almonds,  shelled 

I 

•• 

Ttal y  . . . 

712 

2.054 

4.179  ' 

3.945 

512 

Pnrt.npal 

769 

:  187 

* 

Q8 

61 

16 

Spain  . . . 

4.619 

950 

1,805 

255 

0 

Other  countries  ... 

87 

110 

53 

43 

4 

T ot 3I  *.•••••••  , 

•6.,  187 

:  ••3,301  :• 

6,135 

■  4,304 

532 

Almonds,  unshelled 

; 

: 

Tta'l  y  •  .  ........... 

1 

:  6 

Q 

1 

3/ 

Portugal  .......... 

5 

;  0 

0 

O' 

0 

Sna in  ............. 

201 

;  145 

0 

o' 

0 

Other  countries  ... 

2 

6 

3/ 

1' 

0 

Total  . 

209  :  ■  157 

9 

2: 

3/ 

Brazil  nuts,  shelled  3 

Brazil  . 

1,791 

3,260 

* 

2,925 

1,364: 

271 

Other  countries  ... 

•  4 

■  12 

IL 

10  , 

0 

Total  ........ 

1,795 

•  3,272 

•2,925 

■  1,374: 

271 

Brazil  nuts,  unshelled 

:  ' 

Brazil  . . . 

4, .235 

-  11,739 

14,336 

7,004  : 

.  203 

Other  countries  ... 

7 

0 

0 

0  ■ 

0 

Total  . 

4,242 

11,739 

'  14,336 

7,004  . 

203 

Cashews,  shelled 

India  . . . 

9,363 

•  15,323 

14,749 

9,849 

765 

Other  countries  . 

470 

692- 

836 

■  347 

43 

Total  . . 

9,833 

■  16,015 

15,585 

10,196 

808 

Filberts ,  shelled 

•  f 

Italy . . . 

62 

133 

39 

31 

4 

Spain . . . 

352 

•  1 

0 

0 

0 

Turkey . . . . 

2,437 

4,921 

2,398 

2,279 

265 

Other  count  ries  . . . 

.37 

■■  5 

11 

30 

0 

Total . . . 

•  2,888 

5,060 

2,448 

2,340 

269 

Filberts,  unshelled 

• 

• 

Italy . . . 

392 

■  1,600 

3 

13 

0 

Spain  . . . 

62 

69 

0  j  0 

0 

Turkey  . . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  countries  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  .  . . 

456 

■  1,669 

3 

13 

0 

Walnuts,  shelled 

• 

France  . . . 

0 

0 

6 

10 

10 

Italy 

33 

so 

139 

287 

137 

95 

392 

28 

395 

82 

Other  countries  ... 

32 

33 

19 

114 

14 

Total  . 

153 

459 

:  257 

911 

134 

1/  The  tonnages  shown  in  import  for  consui^tion  table  are  tonnages  on  which  duty 

has  been  paid  and  should  nob  be  confused  with  general  import  or  declared  export 
statistics  on  page  1,  .  ^  7;months,  September  through  March.  ^  Less  than  one - 
half  ton,  ■  : 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census, 


;  NOTE 

/  '  ' '  .  ,  •  • 

The  Bureau  of  Customs  preliminary  figures  showing  the  imports  for  consumption 
of  shelled  v/alnuts  within  the  quota  limitations  of  5> 000,000  pounds  provided 
for  under  the  General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade  from  the  beginning  of  the 
quota  period  January  1  to  April  30j  1949  are  1,214,035  pounds. 
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UNITED  STATES:  Exports  of  specified  nuts 


Commodity 

5-yr.  av. 

1942-43/ 

1946-47 

1946-47 

1947-48 

1/ 

1948-  49 

Latest 

available 

month 

March 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Almonds  2/ 

1/  195 

541 

145 

80 

3 

Filberts  2/ 

276 

290 

466 

191 

1 

Pecans 

Shelled 

226 

97 

196 

354 

95 

Unshelled 

696 

423 

111 

47 

1 

V/alnuts 

Shelled 

65 

122 

413 

171 

8 

Unshelled 

1,800 

2,568 

1,973 

728 

22 

]J  7  months,  September  through  March. 

Shelled  and  unshelled  not  separately  reported. 

3/  Excludes  September/December  1942.  Not  separately  classified  prior 
to  January  1,  1943. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


FOREIGN:  Estimates  of  production 
(unshelled  basis  unless  otherwise  indicated) 


(rounded  to  nearest  100  tons) 


1942-46 

average 

1945 

1946 

1/  1947 

1/  1948 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

Almonds  _2/ 

65,200 

89,700 

71,700 

77,500 

57,600 

Brazil  nuts 

11,500 

6,900 

27,600 

.30,400 

18,900 

Cashews 

51,200  :  58,800 

75,600 

26,900 

50,400 

Filberts 

107,200 

66,700 

156,000 

103,400 

96,900 

Walnuts  _2/ 

48,800 

40,400 

49,300 

53,400 

48,700 

'll  Preliminary,  2/  Shelled  basis.  ^  Europe  and  Turkey  only  - 
China  not  available. 

United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 

PrefBred  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign 
governments,  reports  of  United  States  foreign  service  officers, 
results  of  office  research,  and  other  information. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 
Yfashington  2$,  D.  C. 

FOREIGN  AGRTCULIITRE  CIRCULAR 


FN  9-49 

JHE  LiBRAnY  OF  THE 

JUNE  1949  REPORT 

....  ^  Declared  exports  of  edible  tree  nuts  to  United  States 
(values  are  f,o.,b.  country  of  origin) 


July  5,  1949 


jf^lVERSlTY  OF 

(Crop  year 

-  August-Sept ember) 

. 

oommoaity  &  : 

origin  : 

M  A  Y 

1949 

• 

• 

JUNE 

1949 

:  Season  to  date 
:  1948-49 

• 

« 

• 

Pounds  : 

Dollars  : 

Pounds 

Dollars 

:  Pounds  '  :  Dollars 

Almonds  : 

Shelled:  : 

Lisbon  ...  : 
Naples  ...  : 
Palermo  . .  : 
Barcelona  : 
Malaga  ...  : 
Valencia  .  : 

0 

0 

0 

*  ♦ 
♦ 

■  0: 
60,557: 

0: 

0: 

0: 

'  0: 

• 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0: 

25,360: 

‘0: 

'0: 

‘0: 

0: 

33,45C 

C 

10,068 

C 

0 

0 

0 

•  '  *  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

>:  •'415,800:  141,517 

:  2,466,389:  918,597 

:'  6,272,429  :  2,024,471 

;  '  '  0:  0 

:  387; 800:  162,968 

:  0:  0 

Tot  al  . ,  : 

60,557: 

25,360: 

33,450 

10,068 

:  9,542,418:  3,247,553 

* 

Braz il  nut  s  : 
Shelled:  : 

Belem  ....  : 
Manaus  ...  : 
Transshipv-  ; 
raent  : 

• 

• 

0 

0 

0 

743,160:* 
218, 856: 

0 

19.800: 

• 

0 

0 

0 

0 

286,539: 

82,603: 

• 

6.927: 

786,654 

48,500 

24,222 

296,039 

15,529 

7.991 

•  0 

•  • 

:  s  - 

0 

0 

4, 738,- 846:  1,907,954 

1,329,506:  497,837 

• 

-  0 

162,360:  70,198 

Total  ..  : 

981,816: 

376,069: 

859,376 

319,559 

6,230,712:  2,475,989 

« 

0 

Brazil  nuts  : 
Unshelled  : 
Belem  ....  : 
Manaus  •••  : 

• 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1,243,200: 

3,833.945: 

• 

0 

0 

0 

0 

• 

104,555: 

372,235: 

1,265,60c 

3,111.830 

109,577 

295,068 

• 

• 

• 

0 

0 

0 

8,680,060:  860,840 
11,585.399:  1.146.350 

^  ot  cl  X  •  •  z 

5,077,145: 

'  476.790: 

4,377,430 

404,645 

20,265,459: ■ .2,007,190 

• 

0 

Cashews  ; 

Shelled:  : 

Bombay  ...  : 
Madras  ...,: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

288,400: 

3,324,900: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

0 

99,323: 

1,327,200: 

94,400 

3,076,350 

28,136 

1,241,030 

.  -  • 

.  4 

• 

-  '  •  •  t  f 

0 

0 

2,273,750:  811,971 

33,358,138:  12,627,982 

Total;..  : 

3,613,300: 

1,426,523: 

3,170,750 

"1,269,166 

35,631,888:  13,439,953 

• 

Filberts  :  : 

Shelled:  ; 

Barcelona  : 
Naples  ...  : 
Palermo  ; . .  : 
Istanbul  .  : 

• 

• 

• 

* 

• 

• 

0: 

4,510: 

.  0: 
178.655: 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

• 

0: 

1,928: 

0: 

36,519: 

0 

4,960 

0 

429,614 

0 

1,525 

0 

114,451 

0 

0  •  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

. 0:  0 

34,466:  12,088 

,  .  0:  .  0 

6,680,641;  1,452,921 

Total-..,  : 

183,165: 

38,447: 

434,574 

115,976 

^,715,107; .  1,465,009 

* 

• 

Filberts  *.  : 

Unshelled:  : 
Barcelona  : 
Naples  ...  : 
Palermo  • .  : 
Istanbul  .  : 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

0 

0: 

0: 

0: 

0: 

«  • 

0 

0 

0 

0: 

0: 

0: 

0: 

: 

0: 

55,116: 

0: 

0: 

T; 

• 

0 

7,175 

0 

0 

0. 

'  •  • 

0 

^  .  >  >  *  .1  0 

• 

• 

0:  0 

71,286:  9,275 

110:  12 

13,029:  ■  2.190 

Total  : 

0: 

0: 

55.116: 

7,175 

84,425:  11,477 

« 

• 

Walnuts  : 

Shelled:  : 

Bordeaux  : 
Lyon  .....  : 
Naples  ...  : 
Istanbul  ,  : 

i 

0: 

57,915: 

0: 

* 

0 

0 

0 

• 

• 

0: 

0: 

21,048: 

0; 

0: 

0: 

78,099: 

0: 

0 

0 

29,331 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

19,550:  11,108 

64,183:  42,136 

1,417,187:  694,105 

1,050,777:  423,327 

Total  .  : 

57,915: 

21,048: 

78,099: 

29,331 

2,551,697:  1,170,676 

United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relation 
As  reported  by  U.S,  Consulates  abroad. 


?/.  R.  Schreiber 
(OVER) 


c 
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UNITED  STATES:  Imports  for  consumption  of  specified  nuts, 

by  countries  of  origin  \f' 

Crop  year,  September-August 

Commodity  &  countries 
of  origin 


5-yr.  av. 

1942-43/ 

1946-47 

Latest 

1946-47“ 

1947-48 

2/ 

1948-49 

available 

month 

April 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

•  712 

2,054 

4,179 

4,172 

227 

769 

187 

;  98 

137 

76 

;  4,619 

950 

1,805 

255 

0 

87 

110 

53 

47 

4 

:  6,187  :  3,301 

6,135 

4,611 

.  .  307 

1 

6 

:  ■  9 

1 

•  1 

0 

5 

0 

!  0 

0 

0 

201 

145 

0 

.  0 

0 

2 

6 

:  3/ 

1 

0 

209 

157 

:  ,  9 

2 

0 

•  « 

1,791 

!  3,260 

2,925 

1,742: 

378 

4 

12 

;  3/ 

10  ; 

’  ;  .  0 

1,795 

.  3,272 

;  2,925 

.  1,752: 

to 

O' 

:  4,235 

•  11,739 

14,336 

7,235 

•  «  « 

231 

7 

:  0 

0 

0 

0 

4,242 

!  11,739 

14,336 

.  7,235  . 

231 

9,363 

.  15,323 

.  14,749 

11,841' 

1,992  . 

470 

692 

;  836 

365 

18 

9,833 

.  16,015 

15,585 

12,206' 

.  .  2,010 

.  62 

,  .  133 

39 

.  •  39  •• 

•  8 

352 

1 

0 

0 

0 

.  2,437 

4,921 

2,398 

2,693 

414 

37 

5 

11 

30 

0 

2,888 

5.,  060 

2,448 

2,762 

...  .422 

\ 

392 

' 

1,600 

3 

13 

•  •  \ 

•  1/ 

62 

69 

0 

,0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

:  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

456 

1,669 

3 

13 

y 

0 

■;  » 

0 

6 

15 

... 

5 

.  •  33 

139 

137 

409 

17 

88 

287 

•  95 

455  i  •  '60 

:  32 

33 

19 

161 

47 

153 

459 

;  257 

1,040 

129 

, Almonds,  shelled 

Italy . . 

Portugal  . . 

Spain  . 

Other  countries  ... 

Total  . 

Almonds,  unshelled 

Italy  . . 

Portugal  ^ . 

Spain . . . 

Other  countries  ... 
Total . 


Brazil  nuts,  swelled 

Brazil . . . 

Other  c  ountries  . . . 
Total  . . 

•  i 

Brazil  nuts,  unshelled 


Brazil 
Other  countries 
Total  .... 
Cashews,  shelled 

India  . . . 

Other  countries 
Total  ...., 


Filbe rts,  shelled 


Italy 

Spain  . 

Turkey 

Other  countries  ., 

T ot al  ......4 

Filberts,  unshelled 

Italy  . . 

Spain  . 

Turkey . . 

Other  countries  .. 
Total  ....... 

YJalnut  s ,  she  lied 

France  . . . . . . 

.  Italy . . . . . . 

Turkey  . . 

Other  countries  .. 
Total  ..i.... 


'ij  The  tonnages  shown  in  import  for  consumption  table  are  tonnages  on  v^ich  duty 
has  been  paid  and  should  not  be  confused  with  general  import  or  declared  export 
statistics  on  page  1.  8  months,  September  thf’ough  April.  2/  I^ess  than'one- 

half  ton.  ' 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the ’Bureau  of  the  Census.' 


,  •  .  NOTE  ■  .  -■  ,  ■ 

The  Bureau  of  Customs  preliminary  figures  showing  the  imports  for  consumption 
of  shelled  walnuts  within  the  quota  limitation^  of  5j  000,000  pounds 'provided 
for  under  the  General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade  from  the  beginning  of  the 
quota  period  January  1  to  May  28,  1949  are  1,368,009  pounds. 


^  / 


TOUTED  STATES;  Exports  of  specified  nuts 


Crop  year,  September-August 


Commodity 

•  5-y^*  ^■'7'* 

•  19142-1+3/ 

•  I9I46-I+7 

191+6-1+7 

19U7-1).8 

1/ 

19+8-+9 

Latent 

available 

month 

April 

*Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Almonds  2/ 

i  5/  195 

5+1 

1+5 

83 

3 

Filberts  ?/ 

:  276  , 

290 

1+66 

193 

2 

Pecans 

Shelled 

;  226 

97 

196 

■  +15 

61 

Unshelled 

:  696 

+23 

•  111 

hi 

14/ 

Walnuts 

Shelled 

;  '  65 

122 

1+13 

:  111 

6 

Unshelled 

:  1,800 

2,568 

1,973 

7I4.0 

12 

"ij  8  months,  September  through  April* 

2/  Shelled  and  unshelled  not  separately  reported. 

3/  Excludes  September/December  Not  separately  classified  prior 

to  January  1,  19^3 • 

L|/  Less  than  ^  ton. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

ALI.roNDS,  SHELLED:  Estimated  commercial  production  in  specified  countries 

I9U9  with  comparisons 


(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

France  ’ 

French, 

Morocco 

• 

.  Iran 

• 

Italy 

Portugal 

Spain 

Foreign 

total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

•Sicrt  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Average 

19U3-1|7 

800 

1,700 

• 

• 

!  6,500 

3I+,  800 

2,200 

21+,  500 

70, 500 

1938-1+7 

700 

2,200 

;  7,100 

30,800 

2,600 

21+,  200 

67,600 

Annual 

I9I+5 

500 

3*300 

• 

.  6,600 

50,600 

2,300 

26,1+00 

89,700 

191+6 

700 

3,1+00 

:  7,700 

33,000 

3,700 

2l+,200 

'  71,700 

191+7 

1,000 

1,200 

.  6,000 

1+6, 200 

1,100 

22,000 

77,500 

I9I48  1/ 

1,100 

3,300  ■ 

;  7,700 

18,700 

2,900 

2/21,000 

2/5l+,700 

191+9  1/ 

300 

2,200 

.  8,200 

18,000 

3,500 

25,300 

57,500 

1/  Preliminary. 
?/  Revised. 


BRAZIL  NUTS;  ,  Estimated  commercial  production  in 
Brazil,  19i4.9  with  comparisons 
(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Unshelled  basis 


Year 

Brazil 

Short  tons 

Averages; 

191+3-1+7 

11+,  300 

.1938-1+7 

23,000 

Annual; 

191+5 

6,800 

191+6 

27,500 

191+7 

1/  30,1+00 

191+8  2/ 

1/  18,900 

191+9  2/ 

2l+,800 

1/  Revised,  2/  Preliminary. 


OFAR.  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official 
statistics  of  foreign  govei'nments,  reports'  of  U.  S,"  ■ 
Foreign  Service  officers,  results  of  office  research, 
and  other  information. 
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FOREIGN:  Estimates  of  production 


(unshelled  basis  unless  otherwi se . indicated) 


Commodity 

(rounded  to  nearest  100  tons) 

19k5-ii.7  *  *  * 

average  '  =  191*7  =1/  19l*0 

Almonds  2/ 
Brazil  niTts 
Cashews 
Filberts  ip/ 
V/alnuts 

Short  tons 

Short  tons: Short  tons* Short  tons 

70,500 
ik,koo 
k6, 500 
106, 300 
k7,ooo 

71,700 

27.600 

75.600 
156,000 

k9, 300 

77,500  .3/  5k,  700 
30,koo  IT/.  18, 900 
26,900  I  50,koo 
103,  koo  13/96,900 

53,kOO  ;  k8,700 

1/  Preliminary.  2/  Shelled  basis.  3/  Revised, 

I4/  Preliminary  reports  indicate  a  veFy  larp.e  crop  in  Spain 


and  Turkey  and  about  averaf^e  in  Italy. 

5/  Europe  and  Turkey  only  -  China  not  available. 

United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Office  of  Foreign 
Agricultural  Relations. 

Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of 
foreign  governments,  reports  of  United  States  foreign  service 
officers,  results  of  office  research,  or  other  information. 


UNITED  STATES;  Estimates  of  production 


(unshelled  basis) 


Commodity 

I9k3^k7 

■  average 

,  19k6 

19k7  ; 

19k8 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tonsiShort  tons 

Almonds 

27,100 

37,800 

29,200  *  29,600 

Filberts 

Pecans: 

5,600 

8,i;50 

8, 800  " 

6,9k0 

Improved 

51,2k2 

16,818 

22,k35  ' 

36, 161 

Seedling 

■  71,31k 

21,535 

36, 885  I 

ko,7k6 

Vifalnuts 

6k,  300 

71,900 

6k,  600  * 

69,900 

Total 

219, 556 

156,503 

161,920  • 

183, 3k7  ' 

United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.  BAE,.  Crop  Reporting  Board. 


A  large  tonnage  of  California  almonds  is  indicated  for  19U9*  Although  the 
set  of  nuts  varies  greatly  among  orchards  and  among  trees  within  orchards 
all  important  commercial  areas  now  have  a  good  crop  in  prospect. 

The  California  walnut  crop  is  forecast  at  67,000  tons  and,  if  realized, 
would  establish  a  new  record.  The,  I9U8  crop  totaled  61,000  tons  and 
the  10-year  average  is  58,290  tonp.  In  Oregon  there  was  no  serious 
winter  injury  to  walnut  trees  and  .conditions  to  June  1  were  favorable. 

Although  there  was  some  winter  injury,  June  1  condition  of  Oregon  filberts 
is  reported  83  po  rcent  of  normal -in  comparison  with  75  percent  on  June 
1,  I9U8  and  the  average  of  78  perdent.  In  llashington,  the  set  of  nuts 
is  poor  and  condition  is  reported  ’  only  jjj.  percent  of  normal  in  compari¬ 
son  with  IXJ  percent  a  year  ago  and  the  10-year  average  of  68  percent, 

U.S.D.A.  -  B.A.E.  -  Crop  Reporting  Board, 


/ 


31^1 


W! 


FOREIGN  Wf  R  If  iWi  RP  W 


OF"FI-OE  OF  FOR  Elf  Nf  :;AG:RICOiLT:  U:RAk  RiiiSlWNi: 
ONirCD  states  OepARTiVl ENT  OF  AQiRlicULTURE 
.  ^  ,  j|||||lNfTQN-,DvC,  II 


FN-10-49 


July  4,  1949 


BRAZIL  NUT  Fb^RYTST  SlIALLTR  TRAN  TI-CPECTTD 


The  1949  prolininary  ostiinato  oT  Brazil  nut.  production  in  Brazil  is 
24,800  short  tons,  unshellod  basis,  compared  i^dth  18,900  tons  in  1948  and 
30,400  tons  in  1947.  Tho  ostiraate  is  only  8  percent  above  tho  lO-year 
(1938-47)  average  of  23,000  tons  but  73  percent  above  the  5-voar  (1943-47) 
average  of  14,300  tons.  Tho  5-yoar  average  includes  the  v^ar  period  when 
production  xvas  very  small  duo  to  tho  cessation  of  exports.  The  1949  pre¬ 
liminary  estimate  is*  divided  amiong  the  principsil  producing  areas  as  follows 
Belem,  12,700  nons,  Parintins,  9OO  tons,  Itacoatiara,  800  tons,  and  Manaus, 
10,400.  Information  as  to  production  in  tho  Bolivis.n  area  of  the  Ainazon 
basin  is  not  ■vjt  available.  It  is  reported  that  the  harvest  was  reduced 
from  tho  hi.-jhor  forecast  earlier  in  the  season  because  of  tho  relatively 
low  prices  paid  at  ej.cport  centers  almost  from  tho  beginning  01  the  season. 

BRiiZIL  NUTS:  Estimated  corruviercial  production  in 
Brazil,  1949  with  comparisons 
(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 

Unshellod  b.^sis 


Year 

* 

Brazil 

% 

Short  tons 

Averages : 

1943-47 

: 

■  14,390 

1938-47' 

• 

• 

23,600 

ilnnual : 

• 

• 

1939 

« 

* 

40 , 800 

1940 

44,200 

1941 

17,000 

1942 

14,500 

1943 

3,600 

1944 

3 , 300 

1945 

6,800 

1946 

, 

27,500 

1947 

1/  30,400 

1948  2/ 

1/  18,900 

1949  2/ 

24.800 

_l/  Revised.  2j  Preliminary. 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  RelatiOxUs.  Prepared  or  estimated 
on  tho  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  re- 
no  rts  of  U.  S.  Foreign  Service  officers,  results  cf  office  research, 
and  other  information. 
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Tho  exporters  from  ttee  start  of  tho  season  have  been  stating  that  the 
lo'w  prices  received  in  the  foreign  markets  would  adversely  affect  the 
collection  of  nuts  this  season.  The  cost  of  inland  freight  has  increased 
considerably  since  tho  start  of  Wor.ld  War  II.  The  cost  of  the  merchandise 
sold  to  natives  has  also  increased  considerably  as  has  tho  cost  of  labor 
all  along  the  line. 


Tho  combined  effect  of  lovj  export  prices  and  high  internal  costs  of 
delivering  the  nuts  at  export  centers  has  resulted  in  the  collection  of 
nuts  in  the  more  readily  accessible  areas  rather  than  in  tho  more  remote 
areas  since  the  cost  of  bringing  them  to  the  export  centers  from  the 
latter  is  higher.  The  economy  of  the  Amazon  Basin  has  not  yet  returned 
to  a  normal  basis  from  the  xvartime  boom.  At  present  the  export  Trade 
expresses  considerable  doubt  about  the  1950  harvest.  It  is  stated  that 
vjitn  the  operations  for  1949  being  unprofitable  it  is  doubtful  whether 
anyone  will  be  interested  in  handling  Brazil  nuts  next  year  unless  there 
is  an  incroaso  in  export  prices. 

The  1949  export  movement  during  the  first  5  months  of  the  year  has 
been  reasonably  active.  Daring  tho  period  under  review  7,46?  short  tons 
of  unshclloci  nuts  arc  estimated  to  have  boon  exported,  of  which  5,646 
tons  were  to  the  United  States,  1,626  tons  to  tho  United  Kingdom  and  83 
tons  to  Canada.  The  remaining  I83  tons  were  exported  to  Belgium,  Portugal, 
New  Zealand  and  other  destinations.  The  export  movement  of  shelled  Brazil 
nuts  during  this  period  totalled  1,752  tons  of  vjhich  tho  United  States 
accounted  for  l,6l9  tons,  tho  United  Kingdom  37  tons,  and  Canada  27  tons. 
Tho  balance  was  shipped  to  various  other  countries. 

The  f.o.b.  Amazon  ports  prices  during  the  first  5  months  cf  1949  for 


:o  the  United 
Month 

.  States  wore: 

Unshellcd 

Unblanchod 

Blanched 

shelled 

shelled 

J  anuary 

1st  half 

lO.OC/14.00 

25.25/44.00 

26.00/52.00 

2hd  half 

- 

22.00/46.00 

26.00/54.00 

February 

1st  half 

10.00/13.50 

35.00/44.00 

40.00/53.00 

2nd  half 

8.50/11.00 

27.00/42.00 

22.00/55.00 

T 'larch 

1st  half 

8.75/11/00 

25.50/41.00 

39.00/56.00 

2nd  half 

7.50/11.25 

26.00/41.00 

26.00/55.00 

April 

1st  half 

7.50/11.50 

35.00/40.00 

38.00/52.00 

2nd  half 

8.00/11.25 

25.00/38.00 

- 

May 

1st  half 

8.00/10.25 

25.00/37.00 

40.00/52.00 

2nd  half 

8.00/10.00 

-  /37.OO 

40.00/52.00 

The  present  season  has  been  marked  by  unusually  large  stocks  of 
unshellcd  nuts  available  at  export  centers.  It  is  reported  nuts  have 
boon  brought  in  from  the  jun'jlc  more  rapidly  than  usual.  The  huts 
generally  arc  brought  in  at  a  rate  which  prevents  excossii^’e  stocks 
from  piling  up  at  o:5)ort  centers.  The  market  v\;as  very  active  from 
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February  through  April,  and  slo^^ed  dov;n  considerably  in  May.  The  Trade 
fools  that  both  United  States  and  British  buyers  will  '  ' 

in  the  riarket  shortly  to  make  their  final  purchases  for  .he  holid  y 
trade.  The  exporters  anticipate  that  the  Bratish 
allocate  from  $800,000  to  $1,200,000  sometime  after  July  1  for  the 
purchase  of  Brazil  nuts.  The  Brazilian  Bconomic  Mission 
is  renortedly  trying  to  persuade  the  British  to  muKe  some  pro.. si on  .or 
iL  WatLn  Of  Irazi?  nuts.  At  present  the  Trade  in  eject 

about  3,300  to  5,000  short  tons  of  unshelled  Brazil  nu  s  - 
thrSn^od  Kingdom  boforo  tho  soason  is  o.er.  The  British  import 
licenses  favor  the  small  and  medium  size  nuts. 

It  IS  reported  also  that  a  number  of  Mexican  importers  have  re¬ 
cently  made  connections  in  Brazil  for  the  direct  importation  of  nuts. 
Although  the  market  has  been  slovj  since  May  no  difficulty  is  antici¬ 
pated  in  tho  disposal  of  th  harvest.  However,  the  disposal  will  be 
at  prices  not  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  Trade  in  Brazil. 

On  Juno  10  it  vjas  estimated  stocks  of  unshollcd  nuts  on  hand  at 
export  centers  were:  Belem,  3,410  short  tons;  Parintins,  2/o  tons, 
Itacoatiara,  I38  tons  and  T'anaus,  3,585  tons. 


united  STATES:  Imports  of  Brazil  nuts, 
1947-48  with  comparisons 

(Crop  year  September  through  August) 


Year 


Average: 

1943-47 

1938-47 

Annual : 


Shelled 


Unshcllod 


Brazil 


Other 


Total 


Brazil 


Other  Total 

countries 


2,029 

3,389 


1937- 38  :  3,124 

1938- 39  :  4,330 

1939- 40  :  5,698 

1940- 41  ••  7,876 

1941- 42  :  4,107 

1942- 43  :  1.739 

1943- 44  ••  1/ 

1944- 45  :  0 

1945- 46  :  3,958 

1946- 47  :  3,260 

1947- 48  :  2,925 

1948- 49  2/:  1,742 

1/  Less  than  one-half  tons. 

2/  8  months,  Soptembor  through  April 


Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

3 

2,032 

6,393 

0 

7-5-,. 

3,464 

7,882 

5 

129 

3,253  . 

6,951 

0 

176 

4,506 

9,501 

15 

23 

5,721 

11,603 

0 

272 

8,148 

13,705 

0 

261 

4,368 

8,501 

0 

6 

1,745 

3,548 

35 

0 

1/ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1/ 

0 

1 

3,959 

5,889 

0 

12 

3,272 

11,739 

0 

1/ 

2,925 

14,336 

0 

10 

1,752 

7,235 

_ 0 

ompiled  from  records  of  the  Bureau  of  tho  Census. 


6,393 

7,887 


6,951 

9,516 

11,603 

13,705 

8,501 

3,583 

0 

1/ 

5,889 
11,739 
14,336 
7,235 
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July  11,  1949 


1949  BASBI  JiLMOID  PRODUCTION  AGAIN  BBLOW  AVERAGE 

The  1949  preliminary  forecast  of  shelled  almond  production  in  the 
6  leading  foreign  commercial  producing  countries  is  57f500  short  tons  com¬ 
pared  vjith  54,700  tons  (revised)  in  1948  and  77,500  tons  in  1947»  The 
forecast  is  18  percent  belov;  the  5-year  (1943-4?)  average  of  70,500  tons 
and  15  percent  belov;  the  10-year  (1938-47)  average  of  67,oOO  tons. 


Italy,  the  world’s  largest  producer  of  shelled  almonds  again  has  a 
very  poor  crop  in  the  making.  The  production  in  France  and  French  Morocco, 
both  minor  producers,  is  also  expected  to  be  below  that  of  1948.  In  Spain, 
present  indications  i)oint  to  a  crop  slightly  above  average  but  weather 
damage  in  the  important  /JLicante  district  raises  some  doubt  whether  the 
forecast  will  stand  when  harvest  commences  in  August.  The  United  States 
estimate  is  not  yet  available,  but  according  to  trade  sources,  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  one  of  the  largest  on  record. 

Growing  conditions  in  this  group  of  co’untries  have  been  far  from 
uniform  this  season.  The  best  grovjing  conditions  aro  reported  from  Iran 
and  Portugal  whore  larger  crops  than  last  year’s  are  now  expected.  In 
France,  French  Morocco,  and  the  Valencia  (Alicante)  district  of  Spain 
there  was  considerable  weather  damage  during  blossoming.  In  Spain,  all 
other  districts  report  conditions  having  been  from  good  to  ideal.  Italy 
reports  the  poorest  growing  conditions.  The  unsoasonable  snow  and  cold 
weather  in  the  first  wjoek  of  March  during  blossoming  is  reported  to  have 
ruined  half  or  more  of  the  Sicilian  crop  and  a  smaller  but  undetermined 
percentage  in  Bari. 


It  is  estimated  about  23,400  short  tons  of  1948  almonds  remain  un¬ 
sold  as  the  1948-49  season  closes.  Ital^'  is  reported  to  have  an  estimated 
11,500  short  tons;  Spain  11,000  tons,  and  Portugal  600  tons.  The  Carry¬ 
over  represents  43  percent  of  the  estimated  19^+8  production.  At  the  sane 
time  last  year  the  carry-over  from  the  1947  crop  was  estimated  at  32,000 
tons  {revised) .  At  the  close  of  the  1947-48  marketing  season  Italy  alone 
had  a  carry-over  about  cual  to  the  present  carry-over  for  all  6  countries. 
On  basis  of  present  information  the  Itediterranoan  supply  of  aliiionds  for 
the  1949-50  marketing  year  will  be  80,900  short  tons  compared  with  86,700 
tons  at  the  start  of  the  1948-49  season.  The  carry-over  in  Italy  and  . 
Spain  is  still  largely  in  the  hands  of  growers.  In  Portugal  and  ether 
minor  producing  countries  the  small  carry-over  is  in  the  hands  of  the  trade. 
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ALMONDS,  SHELLED:  Estimated  commercial  production  in  specified  countries, 

1949  vjith  comparisons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

Franpe 

French 

Morocco 

• 

• 

'  Iran 

Italy 

Portugal 

Spain 

: Foreign 
total 

;  United 
*  States 
: unshelled 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

Average 

9 

i» 

k 

1943-47 

800 

1,700 

6,500 

:  34,800 

2,200 

24,500 

70,500 

27,100 

1938-47 

700 

2,200 

7,100 

30,800 

2,600 

24,200 

67,600 

21,400 

Annual 

1938 

500 

3,100 

11,000 

44,000 

3,500 

24,000 

86,100 

15,000 

1939 

'  20  0 

4,900 

8,800 

15 ,000 

7,000 

20 ,000 

55,900 

21,600 

1940 

800 

2,200 

8,800 

28, 606 

2,200 

24,700 

67,300 

12,000 

1941 

700 

1,600 

4,400 

31,900 

200 

24,200 

63,000 

6,000 

1942 

800 

1,600 

5,300 

14,500 

2,000 

27,000 

51,200 

23,800 

1943 

600 

1,100 

7,000 

21,400 

2,100 

29,000 

61,200 

17,500 

1944 

1,000 

600 

5.300 

22,700 

1,700 

20,900 

52,200 

24,000 

1945 

500 

3.300 

’ 6 , 600 

50,600 

2,300 

26,400 

89,700 

27,200 

1946 

700  , 

2,400 

7,700 

33,000 

3,700 

24,200 

71,700 

37,800 

1947 

1,000 

1,200 

6,000 

46,200 

1,100 

22; 000 

77,500 

29,200 

1948  1/ 

1,100 

3,300 

7,700 

18,700 

2,900 

2/21.000 

9^  54, 700 

29,^0 

1949  1/ 

. 3QQ.  . 

■-^,20.0- 

8-200 

18,000 

3.500 

“25.300 

“57.500 

IL 

V  Preliminary. 

TJ  Revised. 

California  estimate  not  yet  available.  June  1  percentage  of  full  crop  was  74 
percent  compared  with  60  percent  a  year  ago.  Trade  sources  indicate  a  record  or 
near  record  crop  may  be  expected. 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of 
official  statistics  of  foreign  govcrmionts,  reports  of  IT,S»  Foreign  Service  officers, 
results  of  office  research,  and  other  information. 
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‘The  season  now  closing  from  tho  export  point  of  view  was  still  a 
long  ways  from  a  normal  prewar  year.  Tho  official  export  stanisoics  .or 
these  countries  arc  still  not  available.  On  tho  basis  of  trade  ostima  es 
about  36,000  short  tons  of  shelled  nuts  appear  to  have  found  their  way 
into  international  trade  channels.  Italy  was  tho  principal  supplier j 
having  provided  an  estimated  20,000  short  tons,  and  Spain  was  second  with 

an  estimated  10,000  tons. 

Tho  principal  European  buyers  of  almonds  were  the  United  Kingdom, 
Franco,  Belgium,  and  the  Scandinavian  countries.  India  was  a  good  market 
during  most  of  the  season.  United  States  foreign  pruchasos  during  the 
season  probably  will  fall  below  that  of  1947-48  when  6,135  tons  of  shelled 
almonds  wore  imported  for  consumption.  United  States  imports  for  con¬ 
sumption  to  the  end  of  April  1949  totalled  4,611  tons  and  May  declared 

exports  ^OTO  only  30  tons.  Italy  '/.as  tho  so-son 

almonds  to  tho  United  States  as  has  been  tho  case  since  th^  194^-47  sccxson. 

United  States  importers  have  been  out  of  the  Spanish  market  since  last 
fall  when  countervailing  duties  were  levied  on  Spanish  almonds. 

United  States  imports  for  tho  past  2  years  have  been  largely  smaxl  bar 

size  and  specialty  almonds. 

The  outlook  for  the  1949-50  marketing  season  in  tho  Mediterranean 
countries  is  a  little  obscure  at  this  time.  Uhile  in  some  exporting 
countries  a  certain  amount  of  early  season  optimism  prevails  xor  the  nexj 
season,  there  are  still  some  major  obstacles  to  a  return  to  a  norm  1  p 
war  export  movement.  Germany,  traditionally  Uurope  s  major  consumer  of 
almonds,  is  still  out  of  the  market.  A  small  start  has  been  made  to 
revive  this  trade,  primarily  duo, to  tho  efforts  of  energetic  Itali  n 
exporters.  If  this  market  were  open,  half  of  the  visible  Italian 
1949-50  supply  would  bo  taken  by  Germany,  thereby  reducing  tho  soiling 
pressure  in  all  of  the  producing  countries.. 

Tho  various  trade  agreements  put  into  oporation_ or  presently  being 
negotiated  by  .European  countries  arc  expected  to  facilitate  the  expox- 
movement  of  almonds  and  other  nuts  in  that  part  of  tho  world.  Tho 
British  GovcrMxcnb  action  placing  Mediterranean  nuts  on  open  genera 
license  has  been  a  boon  to  countries  having  difficulty  moving  exportable 
surpluses.  This  is  expected  to  bo  a  big  help  during  the  new  season. 

On  the  other  side  of  this  picture  early  season  reports  indicate 
that  a  very  largo  Turkish  filbert  crop  is  expected  with  a  price  structure 
that  should  bo  very  attractive  to  financially  weak  European  coun  rics 
and  bargain-hunting  buyers  in  other  parts  of  tho  world.  The  early 
season  estinates  from  trade  sources  in  the  United  States  ^hdicate  record 
or  near-record  crops  of  almonds,  filberts,  and  walnuts.^.  There  is  a  ^ 
sloxving  down  of  consumers’  purchases,  according  >.^0  the  tra  thet 

basis  of  the  indicated  supply  of  United  States  grown  nuts,  it  ..ppears  th 
United  States  imports  of  the  t^rpos  grown  in  this  country  during  tho 
1949-50  season  will  be  smallo.r  than  during  the  season  now  closing. 

France;  The  1949  preliminary  forecast  of  shelled 
in  France  is  300  short  tons  compared  with  1,100  tons  in  ^94  ■  ^ 

tons  in  1947.  Tho  forecast  represents  only  3®  percent  of  th^  5-y 
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(1943-47)  average  of  8OO  tons  and  43  percent  of  the  10-year  (1938-47) 
avoPago  of  700  tons.  This  vjould  be  the  smallest  crop  since  1939,  v;hen 
only  200  tons  wore  produced,  and  the  second  smallest  crop  since  1930. 

The  groiving  season  in  the  almond  districts  of  Fraaicc  this  season 
have  left  much  to  bo  desired.  The  vmntor  was  mild,  which  brought  the 
blossoms  out  a  little  earlier  than  normal.  A  severe  frost  occurred  during 
the  first  week  in  March  killing  many  blossoms  and  a  second  frost  cam.e  in 
the  first  week  of  April  and  did  still  more  dafnage.  The  combined  effect 
of  those  freezes  has  been  a  very  small  set  and  a  very  spotty  situation 
throughout  the  area,  a  few  unimportant  regions  located  in  the  more  pro¬ 
tected  places  are  reported  to  have  a  fair  set,  but  generally  all  others 
have  an  oxtremoly  light  set. 

The  French  almond  industry/  has  b.en  declining  for  many  years,  largely 
because  of  competition  from  imported  cheaper  nuts.'  It  has  boon  unable  to 
supply  domestic  needs  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  the  country 
has  boon  on  an  import  basis.  The  French  Government ' has  a  ban  on  the  ex¬ 
portation  of  almonds.  France  has • purchasod  shelled  almonds  in  French 
Morocco,  Spain,  Italy,  and  Portugal  during  the  1948-49  marketing  year. 

The  exact  import  figures  are  not  available,  however,  385  short  tons  were 
im.portcd  from  Spain  and  220  tons  wore  authorized  for  importation  from 
Portugal.  The  quantity  imported  from  Italy  and  Fronch  Morocco  during 
tho  soason  now  closing  is  not  known.  Farly  in  the  season,  trade  sources 
indicated  about  2,000  tons  would  bo  imported  from  Fronch  Morocco,  The 
prices  of  almonds  in  France  have  been  the  highest  of  any  of  the  producing 
countries  but  are  declining.  On  Juno  1,  f.o.b.  prices  of  shelled  nuts 
in  iUx-cn -Provence  wore  around  3I.5O  per  2.2  pounds  (450  francs  per  kilo). 
Tho  prices  were  purely  nominal  as  practically  no  almonds  wore  available. 
The  small  crop  in  prospect  is  expected  to  force  the  price  of  now-crop 
nuts  to  m.uch  higher  levels  and  may  stimulate  an  important  flow  of  imports 
from  other  countries. 

Fronch  Morocco;  The  1949  preliminary  forecast  of  shelled  almond 
production  in  French  Morocco  is  2,200  short  tons,  compared  with  3,300  tons 
in  1948  and  1,200  tons  in’ 1947*  forecast  is  the  same  as  the  10-yoar 

(1938-47)  avorago,  but  2*9  per-cent  abovo  tho  5-yoar  (1943-47)  average  of 
1,700  tons. 

Satisfactory  information  on  growing  conditions  has  not  bc-;n  received 
to  date.  Hail  and  frost  damage  has  been  reported  in  tho  Marrakech  region 
Its  extent  has  not  been  learned. 

^  the  194S-49  season  closes,  it  is  reported  remaining  stocks  total 
about  200  short  tons.  The  export  season  was  fairly  successful,  with  an  ■: 
estimated  2,420  short  tons  o:5)orted  to  Franco.  Most  of  those  exports  wore 
made  at  tho  start  of  the  season  and  wore  completed  in  October,  lifter 
January  1949,  only  220  tons  vjcrc  exported.  The  most  recent  quotation  is 
for  May,  at  which  time  shelled  almonds  wore  $1.00  per  2.2  pounds,  f.o.b. 
Casablanca, 

Iran;  The  1949  preliminary  forecast  of  shelled  almond  production  in 
Iran  is  '-',200  short  tons  compared  with  7,700  tons  In  1948  and  6,000  tons 
in  1947.  The  forecast  exceeds  tho  5-Yoa.T  (1943-47)  average  of  6,500  tons 
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by '26  percent  and  the  10-year  (193^-47)  average  of  7,100  tons  by  15  per¬ 
cent.  The  forecast  is  the  largest  since  1940  and  the  fourth  largest  since 
1935.  Growing  conditions  have  been  generally  satisfactory  in  all  aLriond- 
producing  areas  sp  far  this  season. 

As  the  1948-49  marketing  year  closes  it  is  estimated  tnat  stocks 
remaining  from  nhe  1948  harvest  totaled  about  100  tons  compared  vvith  a 
stock  estimate  of  500  tons  the  previous  season.  Last  year,  India  late 
in  the  season  took  a  substantial  tonnage,  which  reduced  the  carry-over 
stocks.  The  export  market  during  1948-49  for  Iranian  almonds  has  been 
largely  in  India  and  Pakistan.  Official  export  statistics  for  the  season 
to  date  are  not  yet  available.  During  the  1947“48  export  season,  official 
figures  now  available  indicate  3,707  short  tons  of  shelled  nuts  were  ex¬ 
ported.  There  have  been  exports  to  other  Hear  Tast  countries  in  the  past 
few  seasons  as  well  as  to  the  Soviet  Union  and  a  few  minor  lots  have  ■  one 
to  some  European-  countries. 

The  domestic  demand  has  been  remarkably  good  during  the  1948-49  season 
and  has  absorbed  the  major  portion  of  the  production.  The  disposal  of 
the  1949  harvest  is  3J53)o'cted  to  follow  largeLy  .thdt  of  the  season  now 
coming  to  a  close.  The  domestic  consumption  is  likely  to  remain  at  a  high 
level  and  most  of  the  exports  are  expected  to  be  .to  neighboring  Near  East 
countries.' 

Italy:  The  1949  preliminary  forecast  of  shelled  almond  production 
in  Italy  Ts  18,000  short  tons  compared  with  18,700  tons  in  1948  and 
46,200  ton.'!  in  1947.  The  forecast  is  48  percent  below  the  5-year  (1943-47) 
average  of  34,800  tons  and  58  percent  below  the  10-year  (1938-47)  average 
of  30,800  tons.  The  forecast  is  the  smallest  since  1942,  when  only 

14.500  tons  wove  produced.  In  the  Pari  district,  a  crop  is  expected  of  13,000 
short  tons  compa.'^ed  with  7,700  tons  in  1948  and  25,390  tons  in  1947*  The 
cold  xvoather  in  e^*rly  Parch  did  some  daroage  to  the  crop*.  The  forecast 

for  Sicily  is  only  5,000  tons  compared  ^dth  11,000  tons  in  1948.  The 
snow  which  fell  from  Parch  3  to  7  on  the  island  considerably  damaged  the 
almond  crop  which  vias  near  full  blossom.  Estimates  of  the  loss  run  as 
high  as  80  percent  in  the  Catania  and  Enna  areas,  to  only  slight  damage 
in  Palermo  Province. 

AS  the  1948-49  export  season  draws  to  a  close,  it  is  estimated  about 

11.500  tons  remain  in  all  of  Italy.  In  the  Bari  district  there  are  an 
Gstimatod  7,7®^  short  tons,  while  in  Sicily  the  estimate  is  3,800  short 
tons.  In  both  districts  tho  stocks  arc  mostly  still  in  the- hands  of 
growers  and  small  speculators.  At  tho  same  time  last  year  it  was  estimated 
23,000  tons  were  still  on  hand,  of  which  12,700  tons  wero  in  Bari  and 
10,300  tons  in  Sicily.  The  available  supply  at  the  start  of  the  1948-49 
season  was  41,700  short  tons  of  which  11,500  tons  aro  said  to  remain. 

The  disposal  during  tho  year  into  oxi^ort  and  domestic  channels  appears  to 
have  totaled  30,200  tons.  The  available  supply  for  the  1949-50  season 
now  appears  to  be  abeut  29,500-  tons  or  about  equal  to  the  10-3^car 
(1937-46)  average  production. 
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The  1948-49  export  season  was  marked  by  periods  of  good  activity 
and  periods  of  almost  a  completo  standstill.  At  present  the  market  is 
very  slow  with  little  business  being  transacted.  The  official  export 
statistics  for  the  season  arc  not  yet  available,  but  trade  and  other 
estimates  indicate  that  about  20,000  short  tons  wont  to  foreign  countries. 
The  Bari  district  ey^^ortod  about  8,000  tons,  of  which  over  half  wore  to 
the  United  Kingdom  and  India. 

Tho  Sicilian  exports  made  up  the  remaining  12,000  tons.  The 
United  Kingdom  had  purchased  about  4,800  tons  by  April  1  in  Sicily  and 
the  United  States,  663  tons.  Tho  balance  of  Sicily’s  exports  wore  to  a 
large  number  of  countries,  mostly  European,  although  Brazil  purchased 
1,287  tons  and  was  tho  second  largest  purchaser. 

Tho  almond  prices  in  -8ari  on  June  1,  were  Prima  Bari  about  $65.00 
por  bale  of  220  pounds,  f.o.b.  In  Sicily  P-G-  almonds  were  quoted  f.o.b. 
from  $59 "to  869.00,  depending  on  grade  and  quality.  A  recent  quotation 
of  bar-type  almonds  in  Sicily  ivas  872. 00  per  bale  of  220  pounds.  Tho 
United  Kingdom  has  shifted  its  buying  to  Spain  for  the  present,  as  it  is 
claimed  more  attractive  deals  crui  bo  made  in  that  country. 

VJhile  it  is  much  too  early  to  forecast  what  will  take  place  in  the 
Italian  market  in  the  1949-50  marketing  season,  a  number  of  factors  are 
already  apparent  which  will  have  a  bearing  on  tho  situation.  The  small 
crop  now  developing  in  Sicily  is  expected  to  run  largely  to  largo-size 
kernels  and  a  very  small  quantity  of  small  bar-type.  The  carryr-over 
stock  still  in  hands  of  grovjors  w'ill.  suppl^y  a  mnimum  of  bar-type  kernels, 
probably  not  over  300  to  400  tons  if  that  many.  The  Sicilian  bar-type 
almond  is  already  soiling  at  higher  prices  than  ordinari/"  sizes  and  is 
expected  to  remain  at  a  definite  premium  for  tho  coming  season. 

In  Bari  the  situation  vjith  regard  to  kernel  sizes  is  not  as  pro¬ 
nounced  as  it  is  in  Sicily.  There  will  be  more  small  kernels  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  total  production  but  far  from  tho  quantity  normally  produced. 
The  Bari  prices  are  expected  tb  roflect  the  shortage  of  certain  tj-pos. 

At  this  time  there  appears  to  bo  little  likelihood  of  almonds  being  used 
for  edible  oil  manufacture  as  in  1946.  Although  Suropcan  and  other 
foreign  countries  arc  now  directing  most  of  their  purchases  tovjard  Spain 
it  is  expected  much  of  this  business  ivill  sxving  back  to  Italy  vjhen  the 
nexv  crop  comes  to  market.  On  the  basis  of  present  indications  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  Italy  will  be  able  to  dispose  of  its  entire  supply  (carry-over  and 
now -crop)  before  tho  1950  crop  bocomes  available,  provided  growers  do 
not  ask  too  high  prices.  There  is  also  a  possibility  that  at  least  a 
part  of  the  largo  Gorman  markot  may  open  to  Italian  exports,  which  would 
be  highly  beneficial  to  the  Italian  agricultural  economy  and  go  far 
toward  restoring  tho  normal  pattern  of  trade  in  this  area. 

Portugal;  The  1949  preliminary  forecast  of  almond  production  for 
Portugal  is  3,500  short  tons  coirpared  with  2,900  tons  in  1948  and  1,100 
tons  in  1947.  The  forecast  is  59  percent  above  tho  5-yGar  (1943-47) 
average  of  2,200  tons  and  35  percent  above  the  10-year  (1938-47)  average 
of  2,600  tons.  The  important  Algarve  district  is  expected  to  have  about 


2,900  tons  and  tlio  Douro  district  in  northern  Portugal,  about  600  tons. 

Growing  conditions  in  both  districts  have  boon  reported  favorable 
so  far  this  season:  Blossoming  took  place  under  vor7  favorable  condi¬ 
tions,  and  although  the  set  was  not  as  heaver  as  a  year  ago  there  has 
been  considerably  loss  drop  and  a  larger  harvest  is  anticipated. 


As  the  194f?-49  season  closes  it  is  estimated  about  700  tons  remain 
from  the  194^  harvest'#  It  is  estimated  about  600  tons  w'ere  still  in 
Algarve  and  the  balanc-v  in  Douro.  The  entire  carry-over  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  exporters  o.nd  shollers,  in  contrast  to  the  situation  in  other 
Meditorrancan  Basin  countries  xvhero  growers  still  hold  most  of  the 
carry-over. 

The  194^*'49  marketing  season  was  slow  and  disappointing  until  mid¬ 
season  when  exports  increased.  The  export  market  has  again  become  quiet 
and  prices  have  vjeakonod.  The  present  quotations,  c.:&  Buropoan  ports, 
is  58d  per  2.2  pounds  for  shelled  almonds.  The  official  export  statistics 
arc  still  not  available.  However,  from  trade  sources  it  wes  learned  that 
from  January  to  the  end  of  May  1949,  an  estimated  1,271  short  tons  were 
exported.  Belgium  was  the  principal  destination,  having  accounted  for 
410  short  tons  and  Sv^edon  vjas  second  with  3^^  short  tons.  The  United 
States  during  this  period  was  given  as  trio  destination  for  21 

tons,  while  the  balance  was  exported  in  small  lots  to  Canada,  France, 
Mexico,  Ireland,  and  other  countries.  The  trade  agreements  witn  Franco 
and  Belgium  which  provided  for  substantial  tonnages  of  Portuguese^ almonds 
being  exported  to  those  countries  have  not  werkod  out  as  anticipaoed.  > 
Belgium  had  agreed  to  purchase  1,400  tons  and  France  220  tons.  Up  to 
Juno  1,  however,  Belgium  had  purchased  only  410  tons  and  Franco,  about 

54' tons. 


The  Trade  feels  a  little  more  optimistic  toward  the  export  prospecos 
during  the  1949-50  season  than  it  did  at  the  start  of  the  season  now- 
closing.  The  Portuguese  exporters  place  their  hopes  on  current  1<^’" 
prices  of  their  almonds  and 'the  trade  agrooments.  Some  members  of  the 
Trade  still  feel  Belgium  will  purchase  the  balance  of  the  1,400  tons 
originally  called  for  in  the  trade  agreement  while  others  are  not  so 
ontimistic.  Tho  Bolgian  importers  still  show  some  interest,  but  offer 
pkcos  lower  than  the  going  quotations  as  a  result  there  has  ocon  no 
business.  The  renewed  trade  agreement  with  the  United  i^ingdom  offers  a 
potential  outlet  for  275  short  tons  and  that  with  &wcdon,  ^othor  440 
tons.  In  addition,  the  usual  small  lots  t-akon  by  Brazil,  Canada  and 
South  American  countries  are  expected  to  total  another  200  uo  300  tons. 
The  r-radual  economic  recovery  of  some  'European  countries  is  also 
pcctSd  to  result  in  incroased  exports.  The  largo  crop  now  in  the 
plus  carry-over,  will  be  more  than  .adequate  to  take  euro  of  any  normal 

demand. 

The  1949  preliminary  forecast  of  shelled  almond  production  in  Spain 
is  25,300  short  tons  compared  with  21,000  tons  in  1948  and  22,000  tons  in 
1947.  The  forecast  is  3  percent  above  the  5-ye^r  (1943-47)  average  of 
24,500  tons  and  5  percent  above  the  10-year  (1938-47)  average  of  24,200 
tons. 
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The  1943  estimate  has  been  revised  dovmvv'ard  on  the  basis  of  present 
outturn  checks,  -^‘hore  has  been  a  considerable  difference  among  members  of 
the  Trade  during  the  season  as  to  the  actual  size  of  the  I948  harvest. 

Tarly  in  the  194^  season  the  crop  was  thought  to  be  better  than  average, 
however,  as  the  drought  in  some  sections  continued  and  growers  became  re¬ 
luctant  to  sell  stocks  the  opinions  on  the  size  of  the  cron  lovjorod.  After 
the  turn  of  the  year  they  increased  again  but  now  have  generally  settled  at 
■cho  present  figure. 

The  growing  conditions  in  the  P.eus-Tarragona,  Palma  and  Malaga  districts 
have  been  very  satisfactory  so  far  this  season.  Growers  in  the  Malaga 
district  appear  to  be  very  optim.istic  both  as  to  size  and  quality  of  the 
crop.  They  report  growing  conditions  have  been  near  ideal,  and  a  record 
crop  may  be  harvested.  In  the  Reus-Tarragona  district  very  beneficial  rains 
fell  the  latter  part  of  April  after  the  blossoming  There  has  been  a 
shortage  of  rains  in  this  area  for  some  time.  However,  the  April  rains  are 
reported  to  have  supplied  enough  moisture  to  carry  the  trees  through  the 
season  in  good  shape. 

In  the  Valencia  district  cold  winds  and  rains  towards  the  end  of  the 
blossoming  period  are  reported  to  have  caused  considerable  damage.  The 
Valencia  district  comprises  the  provinces  of  Albacete,  Alicante,  Castellon, 
Murcia  and  Valencia,  In  Alicante,  growers  and  Trade  members  estimate  damages 
as  hig].i  as  50  percent  while  the  same  sources  indicate  the  damage  in  the  re¬ 
maining  provinces  of  this  district  will  average  30  percent.  In  addition 
to  weather  damage  at  blossoming  time,  a  disease  of  some  sort  is  reported 
attacking  many  of  the  nuts  in  moat  . of  the,  district,.  .There  appears  to  bo 
some  doubt  as  to  quality  in  this  district  and  also  whether  the  present  sot 
of  nuts  will  remain  through  to  hs^rvost.  The  poor  prospect  in  this  district 
is  all  that  prevents  Spain  from  having  a  much  better  than  average  crop. 

However,  present  opinions  may  change  before  harvest  and  the  production 
estimate  for  Spain  jaay  bo  slightly  reduced. 

The  estimates  of  stocks  on  hand  for  all  of  Spain  as  the  194^-49 
marketing  season  comes  to  a  close  vary  widely.  This  is  duo  primarily  to  the 
tendency  of  the  grovjcrs  to  hold  their  almonds  until  in  actual  need  of  pesetas. 
At  this  time  of  the  ycc.r  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  are  being  brought  to 
market  to  supply  growers’ cash  for  current  needs.  The  grower  is  not  pressed 
to  sell  almonds  and  as  a  result  it  is  difficult  for  the  Trade  to  formulate 
reasonably  accurate  opinions  of  remaining  stocks.  The  trade  is  generally 
best  informed  about  its  own  district.  On  basis  of  all  the  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  to  date  it  novj  appears  that  about  11,000  short  tons,  shelled  basis, 
remain  in  all  of  Spain,  mostly  in  the  bands  of  growers.  Malaga  reports 
only  soific  5OO  tens  and  Rous  about  22,000  tons.  The  bulk  of  the  remainder 
are  in  the  Valencia  district  with  a  small  quantity  still  in  Palma.  At  the 
^start  of  the  season  it  was  estimated  9,000  tons  remained  from  the  1947 
harvest,  but  this  now  is  believed  to  have  boon  too  high.  On  the  basis  of 
information  now  available  it  is  believed  that  actual  stocks  were  not  more 
than  7,000  tons  as  reported  in  November  1948. 

The  fact  that  growers  in  some  districts  are  still  nolding  1947 
even  1946  harvest  almonds  also  complicates  the  picture.  Domestic  consumption 
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is  reported  by  some  as  having  been  small,  7Jith  an  unknovm  quantity 
clandestinely  used  in  the  manufacture  of  oil.  It  is  difficult  to  evaluate 
the  quantity  utilized  by  domestic  consumers  for  various  uses,  but  it  now^ 
appears  some  7,00Q  tons  have  found  their  way  into  domestic  outlets.  'It  is 
understood  the  Spanish  Government  is  about  to  issue  permits  to  use  33300 
tons  for  oil  crashing  to  relieve  both  the  almond  industry  and  the  shortage 
of  odible  oils. 


Official  foreign  trade  statistics  on  almond  exports  from  Spain  arc 
still  not  issued.  It  is  necessary  to  roconcilo  the  various  reported  ex¬ 
ports  by  districts  to  obtain  a  rough  approximation  of  the  movement.  On  the 
basis  of  available  data,  it  appears  about  10,000  short  tons  have  found  bheir 
way  into  export  channels  from  the  start  of  the  season  to  the  middle  of  Juno. 


The  United  Kingdom  has  been  th..  principal  buyer  of  Spanish  alm.onds 
during  the  1948-49  season.  -Sarly  in  the  season  and  in  fact  up  to  the  end 
of  the  first  quarter  of  1949,  British  purchases  were  shelled  almonds  at  the 
fixed  price  of  £  I65  por  ton  of  2,200  lbs.  Late  in  March  the  British  started 
to  purchase  unshclled  almonds  at  119  shilling  per  220  pounds  loss  Igi^pcr- 
cent  discount  and  2;.  percent  commissien  f.o.b.  Malaga  (about  10  c  54  cents 

por  pound)  .  Purchases  of  unshclled  almonds  were  also  mvado  in  other  parts 
of  Spain.  The  British  purchasing  Mission  purchased  3,300  tons  of  shelled 
almonds  during  January  and  May.  The  total  purchases  actually  shipped  from 
September  1  to  date  arc  not  available.  The  British  Purchasing  Mdssion  has 
just  made  a  contract  to  purchase  330  short  tons  of  select  Jordan  almonds 
in  Malaga,  416  tons  of  Valencias  in  Reus  and  about  354  tons  selected  Valencia 
in  Alicante.  The  price  reported  paid  f.o.b.  Spanish  ports  is  about  4  P'- 
ton  of  2,200  pounds.  A  commission  of  1^  percent  is  being 
roportod  a' premium  of -5  pesetas  per  2.2  pounds  (about  20.75  U.  S.  cents  per 

pound)  vjill  be  allovjed  exporters. 


The  exports  to  the  United  States  ended  with  the  October  shipment  from 
Malaga  because  of  the  imposition  of  countervailing  duties  ajjplied  by  the 
United  States  and  still  in  effect.  Although  the  countervailing  duties 
make  business  with  the  United  States  impossible,  the  Trade  in  Valencia  is 
quoting  the  following  prices  per  220  pounds  c.i.f.  select  'Valencias  ^68.00 
Planetas  $70.00,  and  Marconas  $80.00.  At  Malaga  the  prices  quoted  c.f. 

Nev  York  in  boxes  per  220  pounds  is  $82.00. 

At  Barcelona  the  most  recent  quotations  c.f.  Nevj  York  or  Montreal  per 
28  pounds  box  of  shelled  almonds  are  as  follows:  select  Valencias  3,  4,  and 
5  crown  $9.15  and  shelled  mollares  $12.00.  Select  Valencias  in  110  pound 
sacks  are  offered  at  341 •59  sack  or  $83.00  per  220  pound  bag.  The 
above  prices  have  failed  to  attract  United  States  buyers  although  some 
Canadian  business  is  reported. 

Exports  went  to  several  European  countries  such  as  France,  Svjedcn 
and  others.  Latin  American  countries  also  made  some  purchases  during  the 


season. 


The  prospects  for  the  1949-50  season  in  some  respects  appears  a  little 
more  promising  than  that  of  the  season  now  closing.  It  is  reported  that 
the  use  of  almonds  and  filberts  will  bo  authorized  and  encouraged  in  the 
noar  future  because  of  the  shortage  of  other  edible  oils.  This  will  holp 
dispose  of  the  present  stocks.  Ncvj  trade  agreements  which,  will  facilitate 
exports  have  been  signed  or  are  being  negotiated  with  foreign  countrios. 

There  is  reason  to  boliovo  some  exports  may  be  effected  to  Germany  during 
1949-50.  'ihc  short  crops  in  Franco  and  Italy  are  expected  to  open  a  market 
in  the  former  country  and  lessen  competition  from  the  latter.  The  placing 
of  Mediterranean  nuts  on  open  general  license  by  the  United  Kingdom  on 
March  7>'  is  expected  to  rosu3-t  in  a  considerable  flo^v  of  Spanish  nuts  to 
that  country.  On  May  17  Sweden  granted  its  importers  permission  to 
X'urchaso  freely  on  the  Spanish  market  although  import  licenses  have  not 
yet  boon  granted.  The  present  uncertain  outlook  with  regard  to  exports  to' 
the  United  States  may  be  clarified  by  the  time  tho  export  season  starts  this 
fall,  but  in  view  of  tho  record-breaking  crop  in  prospect  in  California, 
littlo  business  is  anticipated.  Italian  prices  are  still  too  low  effectively 
to  permit  much  exportation  from  Spain  to  the  United  States. 
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UNITED  STATES:  Imports  for  consumption  of  shelled  and  unshollod 
almonds,  from  specifiod  countries,  1947“4^>  ^^ith  comparisons, 

Season,  September  through  August 


Year 

French 

Morocco 

Italy 

Portugal 

Spain 

Other 

countries 

Total 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

Shelled 

> 

J 

f 

Average : 

1943/44-1947/4S 

21 

1.548 

692 

4,977 

52 

7»290 

193B/39-1947/48 

16 

870 

497 

2,577 

172 

4,132 

Annual : 

- 

1943-44 

0 

0 

1,271 

6,930 

53 

8,254 

1944-45 

15 

0 

1,218 

8,061 

31 

9,325 

1945-46 

28 

1,50s 

688 

7,140 

73 

9,437 

1946-47 

34 

2,054 

187 

950 

76 

3,301 

1947-4& 

27 

4,179 

98 

1,805 

26 

6,135 

1948-49  1/ 

0 

4,172 

137 

255 

47 

4,611 

Unshelled 

borage; 

1943/44-1947-48 

0 

3 

5 

201 

2 

213 

I93S/39-1947/48 

0 

3 

100 

1 

10^ 

'Annual : 

1943-44 

;‘o 

0 

14 

425 

0 

43S 

1944-45 

0 

0 

11 

170 

0 

18] 

1945-46 

0 

0 

0 

263 

5 

26E 

1946-47 

0 

6 

0 

145 

6 

15^ 

1947-48 

0 

9 

0 

0 

2/ 

c 

1948-49  1/ 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

!_/  8  months,  September  through  April,  1949- 
2/  Loss  than  one-half  ton. 


Comnilod  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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FN-12-49  1949 

INDIA  CASENN  NUT  F0E3CAST  CONSIDERABLY  BULCW  ATTER/lGS 

The  1949  preliminary  forecast  of  the  cashew  nut  crop  in  India 
is  28,000  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  with  40,400  tons  (revised) 
in  1948  and  26,900  tons  in  1947%  The  forecast  is  only  60  percent  of  the 
5-yeai‘  (1943-47)  average  of  46,500  tons  and  57  percent  of  the  10-year 
(193S”47)  average  of  4^*700  tons. 

INDIA;  Cashew  nuts,  estimated  production, 

1949,  with  comparisons, 

Revised 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Unshelled 

;  Bombay 
;  district 

;  South 
:  India 

Total 

• 

• 

Average 

Short  tons 

• 

• 

» 

• 

: Short  tons 

• 

• 

• 

: Short  tons 

• 

• 

1943-47 

:  10,400 

;  36,200 

;  46,600 

Annual 

« 

t 

• 

« 

• 

• 

• 

k 

• 

1943 

:  6,700 

:  31,100 

:  37,800 

1944 

;  5,600 

:  28,000 

:  33,600 

1945 

:  12,600 

:  46 , 200 

:  58,800 

1946 

;  16,800 

:  58,800 

:  75 , 600 

1947 

:  10,100 

:  16,800 

;  26,900 

1948  1/ 

:  6,800 

:  33,600  • 

:  40,400 

1949  1/  2/ 

:  3,500 

:  24,500 

:  28,000 

V  Preliminary. 

^  Includes  Goa,  separate  estimate  not  available 
at  this  time. 


Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.  Prepared 
or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of 
foreign  governments,  reports  of  U.S.  Foreign  Service 
officers,  results  of  office  research,  and  other  in¬ 
formation. 
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The  1949  growing  eoason  has  been  unsatisfactory  in  both  the  Bombay 
(including  Goa)  and  Madras  districts.  During  the  blossoming  period  the 
trees  were  heavily  laden  with  flowers,  which  promised  a  bumper  crop,  but 
a  drought  set  in  about  the  raiddle  of  February  and  continued  into  April. 
There  vjas  a  heavy  drop  of  itnriiature  fruit  which  cut  down  the  prospects  for 
a  bumper  crop.  This  was  the  third  successive  year  in  which  a  drought 
vjas  experienced  during  the  first  part  of  the  year.  The  first  blossoriis 
appear  in  December  and  the  fruit  is  ready  for  harvest  in  February.  The 
February  harvest  usually  accounts  for  half  of  the  year’s  crop.  The  second 
blossoming,  which  takes  place  in  February,  also  was  affected  by  the  drought. 
The  final  blossoming  occurs  in  April  and  the  nuts  arc  harvested  in  June. 
Gkjnerally,  the  third  crop  is  small  and  docs  not  contribute  rratcrially  to 
the  available  supply.  The  first  and  second  crops  usually  supply  most  of 
the  Indian-groxvn  nuts  that  enter  the  export  trade.  The  south  India  district 
this  year  is  expected  to  produce  about  24,500  short  tons,  unshcllcd  basis, 
of  the  total  and  thp  balance  will  bo  in  the  Bombay  district,  including  Goa. 

It  is  reported  that  the  .African  harvest  was  large  and  that  imports 
of  unsholled  cashcvjs  into  India  for  processing  would  total  about  48,000 
short  tons,  unshcllod  basis.  Imports  of  African  nuts  into  south  India 
ports  from  December  to  March  totaled  about  29,000  short  tons,  unshcllcd 
basis,  and  to  the  Bombay  district  about  5,200  tons.  Those  African  nuts  arc 
reported  to  cost  $135  c.i.f,  Indian  ports. 

The  stock  position  at  this  time  is  not  known.  It  has  been  reported 
that  United  States  buyers  covered  a  good  portion  of  their  requirements  in 
the  early  months  of  this  year  at  about  48  cents  c.f.  Few  York  for  standard 
whole.  The  demand  from  the  United  States  slackened  in  March  and  from  then 
onward  prices  dropped  to  46  cents  with  pieces  as  low  as  21  cents. 

Fxports  of  cashews  from  south  India  during  the  first  quarter  of  1949 
totaled  3,128  short  tons  of  shelled  nuts  and  from  the  Bombay  district  for 
the  same  period,  119  tons.  The  United  States  was  the  destination  for 
3,020  tons  from  south  India  and  14  tons  from  Bombay.  .According  to  declared 
export  data  supplied  by  the  American  Consulate  in  Madras,  8,917  tons  of 
shelled  nuts  xvero  shipped  to  the  United  States  from  January  1  to  June  30, 
1949,  During  the  same  period  585  tons  wore  declared  for  shipment  to  the 
United  States  in  the  Bombay  Consular  district.  The  total  so  declared, 

9,502  short  tons,  is  about  equal  to  the  ^-?/Qar  (1943-47)  average  imports, 
but  is  still  below  postvjar  imports.  The  indications  are  that  ample  supplies 
arc  available  to  meet  all  normal  export  requirements  and  that  United  States 
imports  will  be  about  normal. 


J 


UIHTjilD  STATES:  imports  of  cashow  nuts, 
1947-43  with  comparisons 


(Crop  3"car, 

September- 

-August ) 

• 

* 

Shelled 

Year  : 

« 

« 

« 

* 

Brazil  * 

« 

India 

Others  [ 

Total 

« 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

* 

• 

Averages 

1943-47 

239 

11,564 

335 

12,188 

Annual 

1942-43 

0 

3,741 

65 

3,806 

1943-44 

110 

3.619 

309 

4,038 

1944-45 

374 

10,239 

204 

10,817 

1945-46 

303 

13,892 

292 

14,487 

1946-47 

309 

15.323 

383  . 

16,015 

1947-48 

351 

14,749 

485 

15,585 

1948-49  1/ 

50 

13,857 

315 

T  0  y  n 

14,222 

1/  9  months.  Soptombcr  194^  through  May  1949 • 


Compilod  from  of ficial -records  of  tho  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
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FN  13-49  ^  August  1,  1949 

TTORLD  1949  FILBERT  FORECAST  NEAR  RECORD 

The  1949  preliminary  forecast  for  filbert  production  in  Italy,  Spain; 
Turkey,  and  the  United  States,  the  leading  commercial  producing  countries, 
is  136,080  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  with  102,340  tons  (revised) 
in  1948  and  112,200  tons  in  1947*  The  forecast,  the  third  largest  in  the 
last  quartej^  of  a  century,  exceeds  the  5-year  (1943-47)  average  of  113,624 
tons  by  20  percent  and  the  10-year  (1938-47)  average  of  103,068  tons  by 
32  percent. 


Expected  production  in  each  producing  country  is  larger  than  that  of 
the  1948  season.  In  the  United  States,  the  smallest  producer  of  the  4 
countries,  an  all-time  hi^  is  forecast.  In  Turkey,  the  fourth  lar^gest 
crop  on  record  is  forecast.  In  Italy  and  Spain,  better  than  average  crops 
are  in  prospect. 

The  winter  weather  in  most  of  the  countries  caused  some  concern  about 
the  probable  crop.  In  the  Sicily  and  Naples  districts  of  Italy,  heavy 
snows  and  cold  weather  in  February-March  v/ere  reported  to  have  done  con¬ 
siderable  damage,  but  as  the  season  advanced  it  was  discovered  the  damage 
was  over-estimated.  In  Spain,  the  drought  of  the  previous  year  and  the 
relatively  small  quantity  of  vanter  moisture  .gave  growers  considerable 
concern.  The  rains  yrhich  finally  .came  in  April-May  were  at  first  thought 
to  be  too  light  to  do  much  good,  but  appear  to  have  provided  sufficient 
moistxire  to  support  a  crop  nearly  twice  that  of  the  previous  one.  In 
Turkey,  the  v/inter  and  spring  weather  was  very  satis  fact  oiy.  Growers  were 
very  optimistic  and  from  some  sources  estimates  of  a  near-record  crop  were 
heard.  The  optimism  gradually  gave  way  to  a  more  normal  figure.  There  is 
some  reason  to  believe  that  even  the  present  forecast  may  be  lo\vered  in 
view  of  the  dty  weather,  the  extent  of  which  has  not  yet  been  learned.. 

As  the  1949-50  marketing  Season  draws  to  a  close  it  is  estimated 
that ' remaining  stocks' in  Italy,  Spain,  and  Turkey  total  about  12,000  short 
tons,  unshelled  basis,  from  the  1948  harvest  and  400  tons  from  1947  in 
Turkey.  Spain  is  estimated  to  hold  7,000  -tons  and  Italy,  the  balance. 
According  to  available  information,  Turkey  vias  able  to  dispose  of  its 
entire  1948  harvest  by  late  spring.  The  carry-over  stocks  are  the  lowest 
in  some  years  and  represent  about  12  percent  of  the  1948  harvest* 


FILBERTS,  unshelled:  Estimated  production  in  specified  countries 

1949  "vvlth  comparisons 


(Foreif^n  production  rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

AJT  ■■■■  . 

Italy 

Spain 

Turkey 

Mediter¬ 

ranean 

Basin 

total 

United 

States 

unshelled 

'World 

total 

Short  toroS 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Average: 

1943-47 

22,000 

25^000 

59,400 

106,400 

7,224 

,113,624 

1938-47 

19,800 

24, -000 

53,700 

97,500 

5,568 

103,068 

Annual: 

1939 

22,000 

•  24,200 

82,500 

128^700 

3^890 

132,590 

1940 

19,600 

22,000 

27,500 

69>100 

.  3>210 

72,310 

1941 

10,700 

20^900 

33,000 

64,600 

5^750 

70; 350 

1942 

19,100 

19^800 

68^800 

107,700 

4,270 

111,970 

1943 

15,400 

17,600 

■  60; 500 

93*500 

7,030 

100,530 

1944 

21 -,300 

38,000 

52,800  :  112,100 

6j520 

118,620 

1945 

15,700 

18,000 

33^000 

66^700 

5 ',320 

72^020 

1946 

47,800 

18,200 

90,000 

156 j 000 

8^450 

164^450 

1947 

9,900 

33,000 

60',  500 

103 ',400 

8^800 

112,200 

1943  V 

26^400 

2/  14,500 

55^000 

^  95,900 

2j  6^4^, 0 

2/  102^340 

1949  y 

28,600. 

25,300 

■i 

71,50c 

125,400 

10,680 

136,080 

’  Prelim-inary  * 
'  Revised. 


Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis 
of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  U,  S,  foreign  service 
officers,  results  of  office  research  and  other  information. 
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export  statistics  for  the  foreign  countries,  as  has  been 
the  case  each  jt)ar  since  1939,  are  not  yet  available.  On  the  basis  of 
trade  estimates,  it  appears  about  52,000  short' tons,  unshelled  basis 
were  exported  by  the  3  Mediterranean  countries,  or  about  54  percent  of 
the  1948  harvest. 

Turkey  was  the  largest  exporter  v.dth  an  estimated  32,000  short  tons 
or  58  percent  of  the  1948  harvest  in  Turkey*  The  United  Kingdom  w'as  the 
^  largest  buyer  of  filberts  in  all  3  Mediterranean  countries.  The  United 

}  States  purcliased  a  substantial  tonnage  of  shelled  Turkish  filberts  and 

}  very  little  unshelled  Italian  filberts.  The  international  trade  in 

i  filberts  was  still  belov/  an  average  prewar  year  primarily  because  of  the 

absence  of  Germany  from  the  markets  and  because  of  exchange  difficulties 
f  other.  European  countries.  The  Turkish  filberts  continued  to  enjoy 

advantages  over  those  in  Italy  and  Spain.  The  Spanish  subsidies 
enabled  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  other  countries.  The  removal 
of  import  restrictions  on  most  Mediterranean  nuts  by  the  British'  in  May 
brought  considerable  activity  to  the  nut  markets  of  Italy,  Snain,  and 
Turkey. 

The  outlook  for  the  1949—50  export  season  is  at  present  uncertain 
due  to  tte  large  production,  tightening  of  foreign  exchange,  the  questj.on 
of  the  British  pound  sterling,  and  marketing  poljnies  of  Spain  and  Turkey 
with  regard  to  the  neviT  crop.  The  record  United  States  tree— nut  crops  are 
ejqpected  to  substantially  reduce  United  States  imports  unless  foreign 
prices  fall  to  very''  lew  levels. 
k 

I  V/hile  much  too' early  to  forecast  the  olive  oil  output  in  the 

Mediterranean  Basin,  it  is  generally  conceded  that  a  good  one  is  in  the 
j  -  making  and  that  the  use  of  nuts  for  oil  will  be  restricted  dating 

I  1949*-50. 

> '  ^ 

3  ,  i  ■ 

brighter  side  is  the  fact  that  Germany,  in  a  small  vray  at  • 
j..  .  least,  is  coming  back  into  the  international  nut  market.  The  removal 
li-,  import  restrictions  by  the  British  on  Mediterranean  nuts  was  a  big 

a  boost  to  exports'!  and,  unless  the  economic  situation  in  Britain  requires 

^  -  rescinding  this  move,  will' aid  exports  again  in  1949—50.  The  Mediterranean 

alm.ond  crop  is  again  small,  which  will  reduce  the  possible  competition 
4^  from  that  nut.  The  Turkish  government  has  taken  a  firm  stand  against 

thirdr-party  transactions  under  which  a  substantial  tonnage  was  moved  to 
the  United  States  in  the  season  nor/’  closing. 


(C 

Italy;  The  19^9  preliminary  forecast  of  filbert  production  in  Italy 
is  2S,600  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  with  26,400  tons  in  194S 
and  99900  tons  in  1947#  forecast  is  30  percent  below  the  5~year 

(1943-47)  average  of  22,000  tons  and  44  percent  belov/  the  10-year  (1933-47) 
average  of  19,300  tons.  The  forecast  for  the  Na.ples-Avollino  district  is 
22,000  short  tons,  compared  with  l6,900  tons  in  19^8  and  7,700  tons  in 
1947.  In  Sicily' the  forecast  is  for  6,600  tons,  compared  with  9,900  short 
tons  in  1948  and  2,200  tons  in  1947, 

Growing  conditions  this  season -in  the  Naples-Avollino  district  have  ; 
been  generaJly  very  satisfactory,  A  period  of  cold  weather  in  February 
and  March  is  reported  to  have  done  some  damage.  Heavy  damage  v/as  reported 
in  a  few  localities  with  little  or  none  in  most  of  the  others.  In  Sicily, 
the  snow  v/hich  fell  the  first  week  of  M-irch  did  some  damage.  First  reports 
indicated  a  60  percent  loss  of  the  filbert  crop,  Hovrever,  as  the  season 
adva,nced,  grov/ers  'became  less  pessimistic.  The  present  crop  follows  a 
fairl;/-  heavy  one  and  was  expected  to  be  somev/hat  smaller. 

The  estimates  of  stocks  on  hand  from  the  1948  harvest  vary 'somewhat 
as  is  to  be  expected.  It  is  thought,  however,  that  about  5,000  tons, 
unshelled  basis,  remahn  in  all  of  Italy.  In  the  Naples-Avcllino  district, 
exporters  up  to  a  short  time  ago  believed  stocks  of  an  exportable  nature 
v/ere  very  lov^.  The  grovrers  have  continued  to '  sell  freely  without  increasing 
their  asking  price  which  is  generally  taken  to  mean  supplies  left  unsold 
are  adequate.  On  the  basis  of  availoble  information,  it  is  nov/  estimated 
about  3,000  tons,  unshelled  basis,  remain  in  the  Haples-Avellino  district. 
This  estimate  of  carry-over  stocks,  it  will  be  noted,  is  higher  than  tha.t 
reported  on  February  1,  which  indicates  the  stocks  on  hand  at  mid-season 
were  much  larger  than  was  supposed  at  the  time.  In  Sicily  it  is  now 
estiraa.ted  2,000  tons  remain,  comnared  vdth  8,800  tons  at  mid-season,  ■‘•he 
present  stock  figure  for  all  of  Italy  as  the  1948-49  marketing  year  drav/s 
to  a  close  is  about  I9  percent  of  the  1948  harvest. 

Exports  in  the  1948-49  season  v;ere  light  during  the  first  half  of 
the  season  but  increased  after  ‘‘•■orkish  supplies  were  reduced.  The  lifting 
of  the  import  restrictions  on  the  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  May 
resulted  in  substfint ial  purchases  of  unshelled  filberts  in  the  Naples 
district.  The  exports  so  far  this  season  from  the  Naples  district  have 
been  larger^  according  to  trade  sources,  than  in  the  jjrevioiis  year.  Official 
export  statistics  arc  not  yet  available  for  the  season  to  date,  and  trade 
sources  have  been  reluctant  to  make  estimates  other  than  to  state  that 
exports  have  been  lo,rger* 

Official  statistics  for  the  jjeriod  September  1,  1948  to  March  3I,  1949 
show  exports  of  3OO  short  tons  of  shelled  and  9,076  short  tons  of  unshelled, 
or  a  total  of  9,736  tons,  unshelled  basis.  These  statistics  do  not  show 
countries  of  destination.  The  United  Kingdom  has  been  the  principal  buyer 


of  filberts  in  the  Naples  district.  At  the  end  of  June,  f.o.b,  Naples 
prices  of  imshelled  round  .and  long  filberts  were  betv/een  $2S  and  $30  per 
220  pounds*,  ^he  shelled  nuts  at  the  same  t3.ine  were  quoted  at  $67  per  220 
pounds  for  long  G-iovanni  and  round  types,  and  fjh  for  Giffoni,  Those 
prices  were  not  very  attractive  to  United  States,  importers,  and  relatively 
fev.’  moved  to  the  United  States, 

In  Sicily  the  export  season  also  started  slowly,  but  gained  momentum 
after  the  British  placed  qertain  of  the  Mediterranean  nuts  on  open  license. 
The  official  export  statistics  for  exports  froxH  Sicily  are  not  available. 

On  the  basis  of  trade  estimates,  it  novr  appears  some  6,000  short  tons  of 
unshelled  nuts  were  exported,  of  which  about  66  percent  v/ent  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  The  strong  demand  from  the  United  Kingdom  has  kept  the  pri’de  for 
Sicilian  filberts  at  good  levels,  Airing  the  months  of  June  and  July  the 
price  for  unshelled,  c-f  London,  fluctimted  from  77  to  90  shillings  per 
llO-poimd -bag  (about  $15*50  to  $18,00),  At  present  the  f,o,b.,  Catania  price 
is  38  shillings  per , 110-pound  bag  (about  $17,75)*  At  present,  Sicilian 
exporters  are  quoting  new  crop,  f,o»b,  Sicily,  at  $29  per  220  pounds  and 
old  crop  at  $32* 

The  prospects  for  a  very  active  export  se.ason  in  1949-50  would  appear 
very  bright  w^re  .it  not  for  the  uncertainties  of  the  British  currency. 

The  current  interest  by  British  buyers  .in  the  1949  harvest  in  Sicily  is 
unprecedented  in  the  postw.ar  years.  It  is  understood  that  British  buyers' 
have  contracted  for  a  substantial  amount  of  the  1949  Sicilian  crop  and 
would,  contract  for  more  if  sellers  were  willing  to  sell.  The  Sicilian 
exporters  are  afraid  of  a  possible  devaluation  of  the  pound  sterling,  and 
many  of  them  insist  on  protective  clauses  in  sales  contre.cts,  British 
buyers  generally  are  reluctant  to  agree  to  such  clauses  .and,  moreover, 
a,re  offering  75  shilling,  c-f  London,  for  220  pounds  (about  $15,10),  which 
Sicilian  axporte're  consider  too  loiv. 

In  addition  to  the  British  interest  in  Sicilian  filberts,  n  large 
number  of  inquiries  are  reportedly  being  received  from  German  importers 
who  st.ate  that  filberts  have  been  placed  on  the  free  import  list.  The 
inquiries  exceed  the  dollars  allotted  for  filbert  purchases  so  that  the 
actual  business  trans.acted.  will  be  considerably  under  that  indicated  by 
the  inquiries,  Ex].Torters  in  Sicily  also  believe  that  some  200  short  tons 
of  unshcllcd  nuts  will  be  exported  to  B’rance  under  a  clearing  agreement. 
There  have  been  very  fevj  inquiries  for  1949  crop  nuts  from  other  countries 
■and  none  from  the  United  States  for  Sicilian  filberts. 

The  uncertainty  of  the  future  action  of  the  British  v.dth  regard  to  the 
vnlue  of  their  currency  is  causing  some  exporters  to  speculate  as  to  v.^hat 
vdll  happen  if  the  pound  sterling  is  .not  devalued.  The  large  harvests  in 
prospect  in  both  Spain  and  Turkey  lead  some  to  believe  that  the  United 
Kingdom  will  purchase  in  those  countries  if  the  value  of  the  puund  is  not 
changed.  The  very  favorable  prices  offered  by  Spain  because  of  its  export 
subsidies,  it  is  thought,  v/ill  offer  -a  strong  inducement  for  the  British  .to 
buy  Spanish  filberts.  If  this  takes  place  and  the  British  interest  declines 
in  Sicilian  nuts,  a  sharp  drop  in  price  could  occur. 


Spain;  The  'preliminary  forecast  of  filbert  production  in  Spain 
is  25,300  short  tons  vinsholled  b^sis  compared  v/ith  l4,500  tons  (revised) 
in  1948  and  33#000  tons  in  19^7*  forecast  is  about  the  same  as  the 

5-'yGar  (1943-47)  aver, age  of  25,000  tons  but  5  percent  larger  than  the 
lO-year  (1938-47)  average  of  24,000  tons.  If  the  harvest  is  as  large  as 
nov;  forecast  it  will  be  the  third  largest  of  the  past  decade. 

The  present  growing  season  started  with  much  doubt  on  the  part  of 
grov/ers  about  the  probable  size  of  the  coming  hargest.  It  was  thought 
that  the  continued  droucht  of  le.st  season  had  seriously  impeired  this  year's 
crop.  Rains  which  fell  in  -^iril  and  May  in  the  Reus  area  at  first  were 
thought  to  be  too  light  to  dc  much  good.  These  opinions  gradtially  gave 
way  to  more  optimistic  ones  as  the  season  advanced  and  the  trees  made  good 
sets,  Tiere  are  some  grovrers  who  now  report  the  crop  v;ill  be  twide  as 
large  a,s  that  of  last  year  v/hich  vras  the  smallest  since  1933»  is 

believed,  hov/ever,  th<at  then  the  harvest  h,as  been  completed  tnis  fall,  the 
estiraa,te  will  be  in  line  with  the  forecast,  Tne  months  of  July  and  August 
raa.y  be  very  hot  vdth  insufficient  moisture  to  fill  out  the  present  set. 

It  is  estimated,  as  the  1948-49  marketing  se.ason  comes  to  a  close,  that 
Carry-over  stocks  of  filberts  from  prcvious  harvests  total  about  7,000  short 
tons,  'mshelled  basis.  According  to  seme  members  of  the  trade,  most  of 
this  carry-over  is  from  the  1947  harvest.  They  have  been  reporting  that  it 
is  difficult  to  purchase  even  snail  lots  of  1948  nuts  from  growers.  The 
present  estimate  of  stocks  on  h,and  represents  ,a  decided  reduction  from  the 
mid-se.ason  estimate.  The  domestic  consuraption,  largely  for  oil  crushing, 
has  been  heavy.  Exports  from  the  beginning  of  the  season  to  the  end  cf 
June  are  estimated  by  the  Trade  to  have  totalled  little  over  2,200  short 
tons  shelled  and  about  3,000  tons  of  unshelled.  The  combined  total  on  an 
tinshelled  basis  is  about  7»S00  short  tons.  Official  export  statistics  .are 
not  available  which  would  hhow  the  quantity  and  destination  of  Spanish 
filbert  exports.  It  is  known  that  the  United  Kingdom,  Switzerland,  and  Sweden 
v^ere  the  principal  btiyers.  The  ex'portation  of  Danish  filberts  was  small 
in  comparison  to  normal  pre-civil  war  years  because  of  the  very  low  price 
of  Turkish  filberts.  The  export  market  in  Spain  improved  after  the  Turkish 
supply  became  limited. 

At  present  the  official  c-f  export  prices  fixed  by  the  Spanish  govern¬ 
ment  for  shipment  to  dollar  areas  are:  Barcelona  selected  shelled,  S60  per  220 
pounds  and  unshelled  selected  Barcelona,  $25,50  per  220  pounds.  The  com.ing 
crop  is  expected  to  be  offered  at  lower  and  more  competitive  prices  to 
facilitate  exports,  A  subst.'^ntial  portion  of  the  carry-over  is  expected  to 
find  its  v/ay  into  oil  mills,  before  new-crop  nuts  are  ready  for  market.  At 
present,  negotiations  are  reported  \inderway  for  limited  quantities  for 
export  to  Cuba,  Mexico,  Canada,  and  Sweden, 

Turkey;  The  1949  preliminary  forecast  for  filbert  production  in  Turkey 
is  71,500  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  vdth  55,000  tons  in  1948 
and  60,500  tons  in  19^7»  The  forecast  exceeds  the  5-y'2ar  (19^3“^7)  average 
of  59,^00  tons  by  20  percent  and  the  10-year  (193^’"^7)  average  of  53t700  tons 
I’y  33  percent.  The  forecast  is  the  third  largest  in  the  pa.st  quarter  of  a 
century. 


G-rovring  conditions  thus  far  this  season  have  been  generally  satisfactory 
for  the  develoiTT.ent  of  a  large  crop.  There  are  some  indications  that  dry 
weather  nay  cause  a  slight  drop  oi*  immature  fruit  heforc  harvest  time.  At 
present  the  nuts  are  sizing  very  v;cll  and  are  expected  to  he  of  good  quality, 
provided  the  v/eathcr  remains  satisfactory. 

As  the  194o“49  season  closes,  it  is  cstinted  stocks  on  hand  consist 
of  a,hout  400  tons  of  1947  crop  nuts  of  a  poor  quality,  ^hese  nuts  prohahly 
v/ill  be;.*used  fer  oil  extraction. 

Official  Turkish  export  statistics  from  September  1,  1948  to  March  31*  19^^ 
shovf  13,905  ehort  tons  cf  shelled  nuts  and  4,279  t^ns  of  unshelled  v/ere  exported 
The  United  Kingdom  was  the  xorincipa,!  destination  for  shelled  exports  according 
to  these  statistics,  A  total  of  4,630  short  tons  of  shelled  filberts  were 
reported  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom  during  this  period.  During  the  same 
period  the  Netherlands  was  the  destination  for  2,352  tons  and  Switzerland 
2,422  tons.  Declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  August  1,  19^8  to 
Juno  30,  1949  totalled  3,340  short  tons  of  shelled  filberts  valued  at 
$1, 5^659009*  Canadian  purchases  during  ihe  first  9  months  of  the  marketing  year 
totalled  916  short  tons  of  shelled  kernels.  The  United  Kingdom  v/as  also  the 
principal  destination  for  exports  i^f  unshelled  filberts,  having  taken  2,959 
short  tons  during  the  first  three-fourths  of  the  season.  Sweden  v/as  second 
vdth  390  tons  and  Egypt  third  with  295  tons. 

The  export  season  novr  coming  to  a  close,  vrhilc  satisfactory  from  a  tonnage 
point  of  view,  v;as  not  entirely  so  to  the  Turkish  G-overnment  from  t^^^^  foreign 
exchange  viewpoint,  considera-ble  volume  of  exports  v;as  tied  in  with  compen¬ 
sation  dea,ls  and  three-vray  barters.  The  Turkish  Government  v/ishes  to  obtain 
more  foreign  exchange  than  is  possible  under  compensation  or  barter  d-ea.ls. 

On  June  30  a  greatly  reduced  list  of  co:nmodities  vrhich  ma.y  be  exported  under 
such  deals  was  issued.  The  list  still  included  filberts.  Eov/ever,  the  Trade 
feels  that  filberts  will  be  removed  from  the  list  before  new-crop  nuts  become 
available  late  next  month. 

The  new  minimum  export  prices  for  the  1949  harvest  have  not  been 
definitely  set  by  the  Union  of  Gilbert  Exporters  in  Giresun.  It  is  reported 
they  v;ill  be  as  follov/s:  850,00  per  220  pounds  of  regular  and  $55*00  per  220 
pounids  of  standard  quality  shelled  filberts  f.o.b.  I^JTkish  ports.  Their  prices 
are  higher  than  those  -revailing  diiring  the  1948-49  sea.scn.  The,  last  prices 
for  expert  to  the  United  States  by  v;ay  of  a  third  country  were  around  844,00, 

It  is  also  reported  that  third-jja^rty  deals  v/ill  not  be  allov/ed  during  the  1949- 
50  export  season  and  that  exporters  v/ill  be  required  to  furnish  decumentary 
proof  that  the  nuts  actually  v/oro  exported  to  the  country  shevm.  There  are 
some  v/ho  feel  ways  and  means  will  be  found  to  circumvent  the  regulations. 

The  Trade  is  very  optimistic  over  export  prospects  during  the  coming 
scasonr-  They  believe  exq^orts  to  Germany  again  v/ill  be  possible  a,nd  that  the 
United  Kingdom  and  other  countries  will  buy  heavily.  They  feel  the  present 
high  early  season  quotations  in  Italy  and  ^pain  vull  drive  foreign  buyers 
to  the  Turkish  na,rkcts. 


_ _  .  /r\/r. 
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UNITED  STATES:  Imports,  for  consumption,  of  shelled  and  unshelled  filberts 
from  specified  countries,  1947-48,  with  comparisons 


(Crop  year  basis,  September-Auf:\:ist ) 


Year 

Italy 

Spain 

Turkey 

J  Other 

countries 

Total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons  ' 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

SHELLED 

Average: 

1943-47 

70 

351 

2,911 

40 

3 ',372 

1938-47 

78 

193 

1,669 

24 

1,964 

Annoal: 

1 

1943-44 

0 

'559 

'  17 

0 

'576 

1944-45 

0 

1,191 

2,989 

0 

4^180 

1945*-i6 

178 

6 

4>231 

180 

4,595 

1946-47 

133 

1 

4,921 

5 

5i060 

1947-48 

39 

0 

2,398 

11 

2,448 

194a-49  1/ 

42 

0 

3,078 

29 

3,149 

UNSHELLED 

4 

• 

Average: 

1943-47 

393  : 

62 

2  i 

0  s 

457 

1938-47 

308  : 

31 

1 

0  : 

340 

Annual: 

3 

i 

« 

• 

1943-44 

0 

6 

0 

« 

0  \ 

6 

1944—45 

0 

16 

0 

0 

16 

1945-46 

'361 

220 

8 

0 

589 

1946-47 

' 1,600 

69 

0 

0 

1,669 

1947-48 

3 

0 

0 

0  J 

3 

1948-49  ll 

13 

0 

0 

0  : 

13 

'\J  Nine  months,  September  1948  through  May  1949. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


JULY  1949  REPORT  ■  _  . 

Declared  exports  of  edible  tree  nuts  to  United  States 
(Values  are  f.o.b.  countisr  of  origin) 


Commodity  & 
origin 


JUKE 

1949 


Pounds 


Dollars 


Almonds 
Shelled; 
Lisbon  . • . 
Naples  . . . 
Palermo  . . 
Barcelona 
Malaga  . . . 
Valencia  . 
Total  . . 

Brazil  nuts 

Shelled: 
Belem  . . . 
Manaus  . . . 
Transship¬ 
ment  .... 
Total  .  i 


0: 

33,450: 

0: 

0: 

0: 

0: 


33.450: 


ticiX  - 

• 

« 

• 

• 

JULY 

1949 

• 

• 

« 

• . 

Season  to  date 
3.948-49 

's  : 

Pounds  :  Dollars  : 

t  : 

Pounds  : 

0 

UOa-Xcir  S 

• 

« 

• 

• 

• 

t' 

» 

• 

Ot 

« 

• 

0: 

• 

0: 

415,800 

141,517 

068; 

5,588: 

2,032: 

2,471,977 

920,629 

0: 

0: 

0: 

6,272,429 

2,024,471 

0: 

0: 

0: 

0 

0 

0: 

0: 

0: 

387,800 

162,968 

0: 

0: 

0: 

0 

0 

,068: 

5.588: 

2,032: 

9,548.006 

3,249.585 

786,654: 

48,500: 


296,039:  743,368: 

15,529:  29,700: 


266,588:  54482^214 
9,075:  1,359,206 


24.222; 

859.376: 


7,991:  23.034:  8.290:  -  185,394 


319.559:  796,102;  283.953:  7,026,814 


2,174,542 

506,912 

78.488 


2,759.942 


Brazil  nuts  : 


Unshelled:  :  :  •  ^  r. 

. .  1,265,600-.  ■  109,577:  1,024,800:  9,704,860 

Manfluq  ...  :  3.111.830:  295.068:  2,417.195:  252 , 602;  14^002., 594_ 

946,159 

1.398.952 

Total  ..  ;  4,377,430;  •  404.645:  3.441.995:  337>921:23,707,454_ 

2,345.111 

.  ;  i  :  • 

Cashews  :  :  *  •  ’  . 

Shelled:  :  :  '  _*  ^ 

SrS ::: :  601.65^;  998,B9o;i:l:m 

811,971 

13.626,872 

TntaT  ..  :  3,170,750:  1,269.166:  601,650:  998 , 890 : 36^ 233,53^ 

14 , 438 , 843 

.  :  :  :  : 

Filberts  :  :  '  •  *  ' 

Shelled;  :  :  •  _•  r.* 

Barcelona  :  0:  0:  •  0:  • 

Naples  4,960:  1,525  :  2,200  :  700  :  36,66 

Palermo  ..  :  0:  ^  -ir  o/c*  a  nc.n  rto 

Istanbul  .  :  429.614:  114.451:  77,253:  15,245:._.^|24^ 

0 

12,788 

0 

1,468,166 

Total  ..  :  434.574:  115.976:  79.453:  15.945:  6,794^5A- 

1,480,954 

■■  ■  '  .  « 

:  :  : 

Filberts  ;  :  :  *  * 

Unshel3-ed:  :  :  * 

Barcelona  ;  0:  0:  -  c  nnc*  ao  /P 

Naples  ....  :  55,116:  7,175:  11,200:  5,195:  82,48 

Palermo  ..  :  0:  0:  0:  n*  is  02 

T<,+.ar,hnl  .  i  0;  0:  0:  0: - 

0 

14,470 

12 

2,190 

7^175:  11.200:  5,195:  .  95, b_ 

16 , 672 

:  :  :  *  * 

Yfalnuts  ;  :  :  •  ' 

Shelled:  :  :  :  _•  cc 

Bordeaux  .  :  0:  Os 

Lyon .  :  0:  0:  0:  : 

Naples  ...  :  78,099:  29,331:  0^  n  nS  to 

T^t.pnhul  .  .  0:  0:  0:  0;  1,050,77 

11,108 

42,136 

694,105 

423,327 

Total  ..  :  78,099:  29,331  0-  _ 0:  2,551,^;^ 

1,170,676 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 


T/.R.  Schreiber 
(0^/ER) 


United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
As  reported  by  U.S.  Consulates  abroad. 
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UNITED  STiiTES:  Imports  for  cons'umption  of  specified  nuts, 

"by  countries  of'  origin  1^/ 


Crop  ye ar»  Septem'ber-^August 


Commodity  &  countries  ;  w* 

of  ori-in  ?  X943-44/ 

i  19’-!  7-48 

• 

• 

1946-47 

i. 

1947_4g 

jl 

1948-49 

Latest 

available 

month 

May 

: Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Almonds,  shelled  : 

Italy .  :■  1,548 

2,054 

4,179 

4,207 

35 

Portugal  . . .  :•  692 

1S7 

9S 

202 

65 

Spain . .  :  4,977 

950  . 

1.S05 

255 

Other  countries  :  73 

110  . 

.  .  53  . .  . 

47 

37 

Total .  :  7«290 

3.301  , 

.  6,135  , 

4,711 

100 

AlnondBi  pnohollel  ; 

Italy  3 

6 

9  ' 

1 

0 

Portugal  .  :  5 

0 

0  ■ 

0  ' 

0 

Spain  . . . .  C’  201 

145  . 

0  ' 

O'  ' 

0 

Other  countries  2 

6  . 

3/ 

1 

0 

Total  . .  ;  211 

157 

.9  - . 

2 

0 

Brazil  nuts,'  shelled  : 

Brazil  ,  :  2,029 

3,260 

2.925 

2,030  • 

288 

Other  countries  :  3 

12 

'3/ 

10  ' 

0 

Total  : :  2,032 

3,272 

2,925 

2,040 

288 

Brazil  nuts,  unshelled: 

Brazil  , ,  ; .  :  6,393 

11.739  ’ 

14,336^ 

8,267 

1,032 

Other  countries  ...  :  0 

0 

0' 

0 

0 

Total  . .  ;  b,393 

11,739  . 

14.33b 

3.267 

1.032  . 

Cashews,  shelled  ; 

India  . .  j  11,564 

• 

15.323  ’ 

14,749'  : 

I3.S57 

2,016 

Other  countries  :  624 

692  . 

836 

.  365. 

3/ 

Total  ......:  12,188 

16,015 

15.5S5- 

i4,222 

^  016 

Filberts,  shelled  : 

X  t/  3.3.^  ftOBVO********  9 

133  ’ 

39 

41 

2 

Spain  . . .  ;  351 

■  1 

O' 

0 

0 

Turkey  . . .  :  2 , 9II 

■4,921  . 

2.39s 

3.07s 

3S5 

Other  covintries  . . .  j  40 

5 

11 

30  ■  • 

0 

Total .  ;  3*372 

5,060 

2,448 

3.149 

3S7 

Filberts,  unshelled  : 

Italy  . .  :  393 

1,600  ' 

3'  . 

13 

0 

Spain . . .  :  62 

69 

0 

0 

0 

Turkey .  :  2 

0 

0 

0  •  ' 

0 

Other  countries  :  0 

0  ' 

0 

0 

0 

Total  . . 457 

1.669 

3 

13 

0 

Walnuts,  shelled 

France  .  :  1 

0 

6 

19 

4 

Italy .  :  60 

139 

137 

416 

7 

Turkey . . . .  *  107 

287 

95  • 

504 

49 

Other  countries  ...  :  20 

33 

19 

179 

18 

Total  . .  :  188 

459 

257  • 

1,118- 

7S 

ij  The  tonnages  shown  .in  import  for 

consumption 

table  are  tonnages  on  which  duty 

has  been  paid  and  should  not  he  confused  v/ith  general  import  or  declared  export 
statistics  on  page  1,  9  months,  September  through  May,  ^Less  than  one-half 

ton,  .  •  .  : 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


UNITED  STATES:  Experts  of  specified  nuts 
Prop  year.  September-August _ 


Commodity 

B-yr.  av, • 
19h3-hh/  = 
19hl-hQ 

1946-lr7 

19U7-lt8 

1/ 

19ii6-Ii9 

Latest 
available 
month,  May 

- 1 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Almonds  2/ 

217 

$hl 

89 

6 

Filberts  2/ 

276 

290 

U66 

193 

0 

Pecans 

Shelled 

26U 

97 

196 

ii68 

^3 

3/ 

Unshelled 

717 

h23 

111 

h7 

ITalnuts 

Shelled 

Ihl 

122 

iil3 

179 

2 

Unshelled 

2,088 

2,^68 

1,973 

763 

23 

1/  Nine  months,  September  through  May. 

2/  Shelled  and  unshelled  not  separately  reported. 

3/  Less  than  J  ton. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


ALMONDS,  SHELLED:  Estimated  commercial  production  in  specified  countries 

19k9  v/ith  comparisons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) _ _ _ 


Year 

France 

French 

Morocco 

Iran 

Italy 

Portugal 

Spain 

Foreign 

total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tais 

Short  tons 

Average 

19[i3-ii7 

800 

1,700 

6,900 

3i;,800  ' 

2,200 

21;,  500 

70,500 

1938-4? 

Annual 

700 

2,200 

7,100 

30,800 

2,600 

21;,  200 

67,600 

19k9 

900 

3,300 

6,600 

50,600 

2,300 

26,1;00 

89,700 

19h6 

700 

2,ii00 

7,700 

-33,000 

3,700 

21;,  200 

71,700 

19li7 

1,000  . 

1,200 

6,000 

1 1.6, 200 

1,100 

22,000 

77,500 

19ii8  1/ 

1,100 

3,300 

7,700 

18,700 

2,900 

21,000 

54,700 

1949  1/ 

300 

2,200 

8,200 

18,000 

3,500 

25,300 

57,500 

1/  Preliminary.  ■  .  • 

Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  xoreign  govern¬ 
ments,  reports  of  U,  S.  Foreign  Service  officers,  results  of  officS  PGEGarcn, 
and  other  information. 


BRA-ZIL  NLUTS:  Estimated  commercial  production  in 
.  •  Brazil,  19h9  ''/'fith  comparisons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Unshelled  basis 


Year 

Brazil 

Averages: 

Short  tons 

19l;3-l;7 

ll;,300 

1938-1;7 

23,000 

Annual: 

19U5 

6,800 

19lt6 

27,500 

19l;7 

30,1;00 

19l;8  1/ 

18,900 

19h9  y 

21;,  800 

Preliminary. 

Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official 
statistics  of  foreign  governments,  reports  of 
U.  S.  Foreign  Service  officers,  results  of  office 
research,  and  other  information. 


IITDIA:  Cashev;  nuts,  estimated  production, 
ISh? f  with  comparisons. 


(Rounded  to  nearest  IQO  short  tons) 


Year 

• 

Unshelled 

‘ 

Bombay 

district 

South 

India 

Totd. 

Short  tons 

Shcr  t  tons 

Short  tons 

Average 
.  19h3-k7 

10,li00 

36,200 

i;6,600 

Annual 

19143 

6,700 

31,100 

37,800 

19hk 

9,600 

28,000 

33,600  , 

:  19149 

12,600 

1;6,200 

98,800 

19146 

16,800 

98,800 

79,600 

19147 

10,100 

16,800 

26,900 

19148 1/ 

6,800  • 

33,600 

kOfUCO 

19I49 1/  2/ 

3,900 

21;,  900 

28,000 

_l/  Preliminary, 

£/  Includes  Goa,  separate  estimate  not  available 
at  this  time. 


Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official' 
statistics  of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  U,  S, 
foreign  service  officers,  results  of  office  research 
and  other  information 


Filberts,  unshclled:  Estimated  production  in  specified  countries, 

19k9  with  comparisons, 

.(Foreign  production  rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons.) 


Year 

Italy  . 

Spain 

Turkey 

Mediter¬ 

ranean 

Basin 
to  tal 

United 

States 

unshelled 

Yi/orld 
.  total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Shcr  t  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Shcr  t  tons 

Average: 

I9I43-I47 

22,000 

29,000 

99,400 

106,400 

7,224 

113,624 

1938-1;7 

19,800 

24,000 

93,700 

97,900 

9,968 

103,068 

Annual : 

1939 

22,000 

24,200 

82,900 

128,700 

3,890 

132,990 

I9I4O 

19,600 

22,000 

27,900 

69,100 

3,210 

72,310 

19iil 

10,700 

20,900 

33,000 

64,600 

9,790 

70,350 

I9I42 

19,100 

19,800 

68,800 

107,700 

4,270 

111,9^0 

19I43 

I9,d00 

17,600 

60,900 

93,900 

7,030 

100,930 

I9I4I4 

21,300 

38,000 

92,800 

112,100  ' 

6,920 

118,620 

19^9 

19,700 

18,000 

33,000 

66,700 

9,320 

72,020 

I9I46 

1;7,800  . 

18,200 

90,000 

196,000 

8,h5o 

164,490 

I9I47 

9,900 

33,000 

60, 900 

103,400 

8,600 

112,200 

I9I48  1/ 

26,400 

2/14,900 

99,000 

2/99,900 

2/  6,44o 

2402,340 

19i49  1/ 

28,600 

29,300 

71,900 

129,400 

10,680 

136,080 

1/  Preliminary, 
2/  Revised, 


Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  govern¬ 
ments,  reports  of  U.  S.  foreign  service  officers,  results  of  office  research 
and  other  information,  ■ 


The  19^9  preliminary  forecast  of  v/aLnut  production  in  the  Naples-Sorrento 
district  of  Italy  is  20,000  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  coijipared  v.i  th  l^jhOO 
tons  in  19^8  and  li4,000  tons  in  19^7,  The  forecast  exceeds  the  9--year  {19h3-h7) 
average  of  13,700  tons  by  k6  percent  and  the  10-year  (1938-ii7)  average  of 
13,200  tons  by  92  percent,  -The  forecast,  if  it  materializes,  will  be  the 
largest  since  1937  and  the  third  largest  in  the  past  quarter  of  a  century. 


FOREIGN:  Estimates  of  production 


( unshelled  basis  unless  othenrise  indicated) 


^  UiiOliCJ-J 

( rounded 

to  nearest  100  tons) 

Commodity 

19U3-U7 

average 

1947 

19  h9  1/ 

Short  tons 

Short  tens 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Almonds  2/ 
Brazil  nuts 
Cashews 

Filberts 

V;ainuts  h/ 

70,^00 

3/lU,300 

3/ii6,600 

3/iQ6,It00 

3/1^5,900 

77,500 

30,ii00 

26,900 
103, Uoo 
3/57,900 

5^,700 

18,900 

3/  1|0,I|00 

3/  95,930 

3/  1^7,200 

57,500 

25,800 

28,000 

125,500 

5/ 

1/  Preliminary.  £/  Shelled  basis.  3_/  Revised. 
II/  Europe  and  Turkey  only —  China  not  available. 
"5/  Not  yet  available. 


Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basisof  official  statistics  of 
foreign  governments ^  reports  of  United  States  foreign  service 
officers,  results  of  office  research,  or  other  information. 


UNITED  STATES;  Estimates  of  production 


(unshelled  basis) 


Conmiodity 

1953-57 

average 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Sha’i  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Shor  t  tons 

Almonds 

27,100 

29,200 

1/35,000 

51,000 

Filberts 

5,600 

8,800 

1/  6,550 

10,680 

Pecans; 

Improved 

51,252 

22,535 

36,161 

'i/. 

Seedling 

71,315 

36,885 

50,756 

2/ 

Walnuts 

65,300 

65,600 

7^,100 

757500 

Total 

219,556 

161,920 

187,557 

1/  Revised.  2/  Not  yet  avails. ble. 


United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.  BAE,  Crop 
Reporting  Board. 

A  record-large  California  almond  tonnage  of  lil,000  is  indicated  by  July  1 
conditions.  This  is  a  fifth  a,bove  last  year  and  nearly  double  the  10— year 
(1936-1-1.7)  average.  The  previous  record  crop  was  37^800  tons  in  19h^»  The 
crop  made  good  progress  in  all  areas  during  June. 


A  record-large  tonnage  of  filberts  is  indicated  for  both  Oregon  and  1.  ashing  ton, 
totaling  10,630  tons  for  t heT two  States  combined.  This  is  1  2/3  times  the 
19li8  production,  nearly  double  the  10-year  average,  and  a  fifth  above  the^ 
previous  record  crop  produced  in  1.91x1  •  There  V‘as  some  scattered  winter  kill, 
but  it  was  confined  largely  to  the  younger  trees  and  a.  ^arently  had  little 
effect  on  this  year’s  crop. 

V.'aLnut  production  in  California  and  Oregon  is  estimated  at  7^, ^00  tons,  9  per¬ 
cent  above  the  previous  record  in  19l|6,  8  percent  above  last  year,  and  17  per¬ 
cent  above  average.  The  California  crop  of  o9,000  tons  is  13  percent  above  last 
year  and  6  percent  above  the  record-large  1.9hh  crop.  The  Oregon  crop  of  o,500 
tons  is  29  percent  below  the  record  I9U8  tonnage.  Practically  all  California 
areas  have  la. rge  crops  in  prospect.  In  Oregon,  prospects  are  best  in  the 
southern  half  of  the  Willamette  Valley,  but  in  Yamhill  and  'Washington  counties, 
the  main  producing  areas,  many  lowland  orchards  v/erc  damaged  by  late  spring 
frosts.  Quality  of  the  crop  is  eqjected  to  be  good. 

United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  BAE,  Crop  Reporting  Board. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTJEI'T  OF  AGRia^LTURE 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 

FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULA.R  September  8,  1949 

AUGUST  1949  REPORT 
Declared  exports  of  edible  tree  nuts  to  United  States 
(Values  are  f.o.b.  country  of  origin) 


September-August  1/ 


Commodity  & 
origin 

JULY 

1949 

AUGUST 

1949 

Season  total  'Ij 
1948-49 

Almonds 
Shelled; 
Lisbon  .... 
Naples  .... 
Palermo  ... 
Barcelona  • 
Malaga  .... 
Valencia  .. 
Total  • • • 
Brazil  nuts 
Shelled; 

Belem 

Blanched 

Unblanched 

Manaus . 

Blanched  ' 
Unblanched 
Transshipment* 
Total  . . . 
Brazil  nuts 
Unshelled; 

Belem . 

Manaus  .... 
Total  . . . 
Cashews 

Shelled; 
Bombay  .... 
Madras  .... 
Total  . . . 
Filberts 
Shelled; 
Barcelona  • 
Naples  .... 
Palermo  ... 
Istanbul  .. 
Total  ... 
Filberts 
Unshelled; 
Barcelona  • 
Naples  .... 
Palermo  • . . 
Istanbul  • . 
Total  ... 
Walnuts 
Shelled; 
Bordeaux  . • 

Lyon . 

Naples  .... 
Istanbul  .. 
Total  ... 

Pounds 

;  0 
-  5,588 

0 
0 
0 
0 

Dollars 

0 

•2,032 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pounds 

0 

11,023 

0 

0 

0 

.  0 

Dollars  ’ 

.  « 

0 

3,500 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pounds 

.  ^  .415, -800 

'2,-43Gy772 

•6  ,-061, 317 

387,800 
. 0 

Dollars 

•  -  r  * 

•  141,517 

•  -904,942 

1,966,454 

0 

162,968 

0 

.•  5.588 

-  2,032 

11,023 

3,500 

9,-2.95,-689 

•  3,175,881 

'  orl' 

743;,, 368 

'29,700 

23,034 

. . 

266,588 

9,075 

8,290 

139,260 
•  560,367 

2,772 
128,700 
•-  0 

60,776; 

194,534; 
*  * 

■  i,5oo; 
34,583; 
0 

.  5,940,941 

•  •  «  .  .  •* 

1,332,772 

23 ,0-34 

2,341,897 

A 

493,860 

•  •  •  8,290 

796,102 

283,953 

831,099 

■  291,393 

.^7, -296, 747 

2,844.047 

1,024,800 

2,417,195 

85,319 

252,602 

2,497,600 

2,151,521 

244,580 

247,083 

•  •9,614,680 
-15-,645,637 

■  •  *  ■  -879,604 
1,588,812 

3,441,995 

337,921 

4,649,121 

491,663 

25,260,317 

2,468,416 

0 

1/  2,601,650 

0 

998,890 

370,600 
■  2,763,800 

116,732 

1,089,570 

.  2,453',400 
■36-, 085, 388 

■  •  852,318 

-  13,708,182 

l/  2,601,650 

998,890 

3,134,400 

1,206,302 

•38,538,788 

14,560,500 

0 

2,200 

0 

77,253 

0 

700 
■  0 
15,245 

■  0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

...  .  0 

36,666 

. 0 

■  6,153,726 

0 

•  12,788 
0 

1,350,146 

79.453 

15,945 

0 

0 

•  6,190,392 

1,362,934 

0 

ij  38,200 

0 
0 

0 

5,195 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

.  0 

-  •  109-,486 
•  110 
....  13-,029 

.  0 

■•••  14,470 
■  12 
2,190 

1/  38,200 

5,195 

0 

0 

122,625 

16,672 

■  0 
0 

:  ■  •  0 
-  ■  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

'  0 

.  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

«<***. 

....  1.9.,5.50 
64,183 

V  1.,-316,.592 
.  1,0.50.,  777 

11,108 
42^136 
...  649,954 
423i327 

:  0 

0 

0 

0 

2,451,102 

1,126,525 

1/  Reviseid.  '  '  . .  . 

United)  States  Department  of  Agriculture.  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 
As  reportfed.bv  U»  S,  Consulates  abroad.  .  '  ,  . 
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UNITED  STATES: 


Commodity  &  countries 
of  origin 


Almonds,  shelled 

Italy  . . . . 

Portugal  . 

Spain  . . . 

Other  countries 

Total  .....i. 
Almonds,  unshelled 

Italy . . 

Portugal  . 

Spain 

Other  countries  ... 

Total  . 

Brazil  huts',  shelled 

Brazil  . ,  . 

Other .  countries 

Total  . . . . 

Brazil  nuts,  unshelled 

Brazil  . . 

Other  countries  ; . . .  • 
Total  ......... 

Cashews,  shelled  • 

India  .  > 

Other' countries  .  j 

Total  ....... 

Filberts,  shelled. 

Italy . . 

Spain . 

Turkey  ........... 

Other  countries  . . 

•  Total  . . 

Filberts,  unshelled 

Italy  . . . . . 

Spain . 

Turkey''  ............. 

Other  countries;  .. 

•  Total  . 

W alnut  s ,  she  lied- 

France  . . . . 

Italy 

Turkey . . 

Other  countries  . . 

{  ■  -'Total  . 


Almonds  •  ^ 

, Filberts  4/ 
Pecans  ‘  •  • 

‘  Shelled  ..... 
'•  Unshelled 
V/alnutS  • 

Shelled  ..... 
Unshelle'd 


rts  and  exports  for  consumption  of  specified  nuts 

Crop  year,  Sept ember- August 

5-yr.  av, 

1943-44/ 

1947-48 

‘  1947-48 

: 

1948-49 

1/ 

Latest 

available 

month 

June 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Sliort  tons 

niPORTS  2j 

1,548 

4,179 

4,246 

39 

692 

98 

202 

■  .  0 

4,977 

1,805 

255 

■  •  ..  0 

73 

53 

47 

.  0 

7,290 

*  6,135 

4,750 

39 

.  3 

9 

2 

•  .  1 

5 

0 

0 

:  .  .  0 

201 

0 

0 

0 

2 

•  3/ 

1 

0 

211 

:  9 

3 

1 

2,029 

!  2,925 

2,290 

260 

3 

■  •  3/ 

10 

0 

2,032 

2,925 

2,300 

260 

■6,393 

,  14,336 

8,667 

400 

•  O' 

.0.. 

0 

0 

6.393 

■  14,336 

8,667 

400 

11,564 

14,749 

15,347 

. ,  ,  1,490 

624 

836 

382 

17 

12,188 

15,585 

15,729 

..  .  1,507 

70 

39 

' 

42 

1 

351 

0 

0 

0 

.  2,911 

2,398  ' 

3,254  ^ 

...  176 

40 

■11 

1  30 

0 

3,372 

2 , 448 

3,326 

177 

393 

3  ^ 

13 

0 

62 

0  ■ 

0  . 

0 

2 

;  0 

0  ; 

0 

0 

0  ’ 

0  : 

.  .  .  0 

457 

:  '  3  • 

13  - 

0 

1  } 

.  6 

20  ' 

1 

60 

:  137 

422 

6 

107 

95 

525  ^  .  21 

^  -  20 

19  ■ 

238:  t..  59 

188 

257 

1,205'  J 

87 

EXPORTS 

•  • 

217 

145 

97. 

8 

276 

466 

194-  • 

1 

:  264 

196 

527  . 

59 

717 

i 

111 

47  . 

0 

4 

141 

413 

« 

181 

»  •  .  . 

2 

2,088 

1,973 

768 

5 

r 


ly  10  months,  September  through  June.  2/  The  tonnages  sho'wn  in  import  for 

consumption  table  are  tonnages  on  which  duty  has  been  paid  and  sh-ould  not  be 
confused  with  general  import  or  declared  export  statistics  on  page  1.  3/  Less 

than  one-half  ton.  ^  Shelled  and  unshelled  not  separately  reported. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  ^ 


,  / 
'S’/ 


3  - 


1 


TREE  NUTS:  Estimated  foreign  production 
in  specified  countries 


(Rounded  to  nearest  100  tons) 


Country 

Average  •  ’  • 

Annual 

1943-'  : 
1947  : 

1938- 

1947 

1945  i 

1946  : 

• 

1947  : 

♦ 

1948  ! 

1/  i 

1949 

IL 

Sh.  tons: 

Sh.  tons 

Sh.  tons: 

Sh.  tons: 

Sh.  tons: 

Sh.  tons: 

Sh 

.  tons 

AMONDS,  shelled 

' 

France 

Fr.  Morocco 
Iran 

Italy 

Portugal 

Spain 

Total 

800 

1,700 

6,500 

34,800 

2,200 

24,500 

700 

■  2,200 
7,10b 
.  30,800 
2,600 
24,200 

500 

3.300 
6,600 

50,600 

2.300 
26,400 

700: 

2,400: 

7,700: 

■  33,000: 
3,700: 
24,200: 

■  1,000:  1,100: 
1,200:  3,300:  . 

6,000:2/,  7,000:^ 
46,200:  ■  18,700:2/ 
1,100:  2,900: 

22,000:  21,000:.  . 

300 

2,200 

7,700 

22,000 

3,500 

25,300 

70,500 

67,600 

89,700 

71,700; 

• 

77,500*2/  54,-000:2/ 

61,000 

BRAZIL  NUTS,  unshelled 

Brazil 

14,300: 

23,000 

6,800: 

27,500: 

30,400: 

18,900: 

24,800 

CASHEIVS,  unshelled 

• 

Bombay 

District 

South 

India 

10,400 

36,200 

3/, 

3/ 

V  12,600 

46,200 

16,800 

58,800 

10,100 

16,800 

6,800 

33,600 

4/ 

hi— 

3,500 

24,500 

Total 

46,600 

2J 

58,800 

75,600 

26,900 

40,400 

28,000 

FILBERTS,  unshelled 

'Italy 

22,000 

25,000 

59,400 

19,800 
r-  24,000 

:  53,700 

:  15,700 

r  18,000 
:  33,000 

47, 800 
18,200 
90,000 

9,900 

33,000 

60,500 

26,400:2/ 

.14,500: 

55,000:2/ 

31.300 

25.300 

Opsin 

Turkey 

•.  Total 

93,500 

106,400 

*  97,500 

'  66,700 

• 

156,000 

103,400 

95,900*2/ 

• 

150,100 

TOTAL 

*  • 

Shelled 
’  Almonds 
Unshelled 
Brazil  nut 
^  Cashews 
'  Filberts 
'Walnuts 

70,500 

14,300 
46,600 
106,400 
:  45,900 

# 

'  67, 600 

23,000 

l! 

97,500 

59,800 

:  89,700 

i-  6,800 
:  58,- 800 
:  66, 700 

:  40,400 

« 

» 

71,700 

27,-500 

75,600 

156,000 

39,100 

77,500 

30,400 

26,900 

103,400 

57,900 

54,000 

,18,900 

40,400 

95,900 

47,200 

61,000 

24,800 

28,000 

150,100 

3/ 

Preliminary. 

2/  Revised. 

^  Not  available.  ,  _  _  . 

^  Includes  Goa,  separate  estimate  not  available  at  this  time.  » 

Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments, 
reports  of  U. ‘S.  foreign  service  officers,  results  of  office  research  and  other 

information.  .  •  • 


4  -r, 

TREE  IJUTS;  ,  Estimated  Ihited  States  production 


P  ^-4.  •  Average  ; _ Annual _ 

uonimoaity  .  1943-47  .  1938-47  ;  1945  ;  1946-  ■;  1947  :  1948  :  1949 

:  Sh.tons  ;  Sh.tons  :  Sh.tons  ;  Sh.tons  Sh.tons  :  Sh.tons  ;  Sh.tons 


umshelij:d 


Almonds . , ,  :  21.,  410 

27,100  :  27,200  !  37,800  •  29,200 

34,000 

1/42,200 

Filberts..  :  -5,568 

5,600  :  5,320  f  8-,4^0  :  8,800 

6,440 

11,160 

Pecans:  : 

•  •  • 

Improved  :  ^23,570 

25,621  :  29,658  .  16,818  .  22,435 

1/38,276 

27,466 

Seedling  ;  1/31,740 

35,657  :  40,930  .21,536  36,885 

i/50,558 

42,152 

V/ alnut  s , , ,  :  6’4 , 280 

64,300  70,900  :  71,900  :  64,600 

71,100 

80,400 

Total  .'  146,568 

15-8,278  j  174,008  .*  156,504  j  161,920 

200,374 

203,378 

Revised. “ 


Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  Crop  Reporting  Board, 


California  aLmonds  are  estimated  at  a  record-large  crop  of  42,200  tons — one-fourth 
above  last  year's  34^000  tons,  and  nearly  double  the  1938-47  average.  Although  the 
set  of  nuts  varies  between  orchards,  all  importjmt  areas  have  fair  to  good  crops. ^  • 
Early  varieties  are  rapidly  m.aturing  and  in  some  orchards  knocking  will  begin  by 
mid-August , 

Filbert  production  in  Oregon  and  Washington  is  record-large  at  11,160  tons — 73  per¬ 
cent  above  last  year  and  tvdce  the  10-year  .average.  Prospects  in  the  northwest 
filbert  area  are  uniformly  .good,  .aside  fro.m  some  damage  by^late  spring  frosts  in 
Yfomhiill  and  W.ashington  :co unties,  ^)regon.  Harvest  is  -expected  to  get  under  way  in 
the  VJillamette  Valley  the  second  v^eek  in  September.  ■  :  .  ■  : 

August  1  conditions  indicate  a  pecan  crop  of  139^ 238,000  pounds — about  four-fifths 
of  the  record-large  1948  crop  of  177^667,000  pounds  (revised),’  but  .about  one-fourth 
above  tide  1938-47  average  of  110,620,000  pounds.  All  States  except  Oklahoma  report 
smaller  crops  than  last  year.  The  1949  Oklahoma  crop  is  estinated  at  29,500,000 
pounds — ^.more  than  double  the  very  short  1948  production.  However,  this  year's  crop 
is  only  two-thirds  of  the  record-large  1947  crop  of  44  million  pounds.  Improved 
varieties  for  the  U,  S,  are  placed- at  54,933,000  pounds^  this  compares  with 
76,551,000  pounds  (revised)  in  1948.  Wild,  Or  Seedling,  pecans  are  estimated  at 
84,305,000  pounds,  compared  vj-ith  .iOlj  116,000  pounds  (revised)  in  1948,' 

The  1949  pecan  crop  is  indicated  to  -be  about  tv/o-thirds  of  1948  in  Georgia,  Alabama, 
Louisiana,  and  Texas,  -'nd  about  three-fourths  of  1948  in  Florida  and  Arkansas,  -and 
about  four-fifths  of  1948  in  South  Carolina  and  Mississippi.  The  Georgia, produc¬ 
tion  .of  24,940,000  pounds  is  about  5  percent  below  average.  Frequent  and  excessive 
rainfall  during  June  ^vqs  very  favorable  for  scab  development  and  the  damage  has  been 
heavy  on  Schley,  Moore,  and  Hone;y’maker  varieties.  Less  spraying  and  other  improved 
cultural  practices  are. reported  than, usual.  Reports .indicate  that  south. of  Albany 
the  Stuart  crop:  4s  fair,  while  the  Moore  and  Moneym-aker  varieties  ane  ver.y  short, 

A  fair  . to  good  crop  of  Stuarts  is  reported  in  the  Fort  Valley  and  Perr,Y  -areas. 
Prospective  'Alabama  production  of  14,300,000  pounds  is  larger  th-on  any  previous  har¬ 
vest,  except  the  record- large  21  million  pound  crop  of  last  3'’ear;  The  set  of  nuts 
was  large,  but  excessive  June  and  July  rains  resulted  in  a  heavy  drop.  The . Texas 
prospect  of  36  million  pounds  is  nearly  two-fifths  above  the  1938-47  average  pro¬ 
duction,  Pecan  prospects  are  very  favorable  in  north  and  northeast  Texas,  but  last 
year's  severe  drought  reduced  this  year's  prospective  production  sharply  in  south 
central  Texas  and  to  some  extent  on  the  Edwards  Plateau  and  in  Coastal  countries. 

Walnut  production  for  California  and  Oregon  is  record-large  at  80,400  tons,  exceed¬ 
ing  1948  by  15  percent  and  the  10-ycar  average  by  25  percent.  July 'conditions  v/ere 
unusually  favorable  in  both  California  and  Oregon  and  the  California  crop  estimate 
was  increased  6  percent  ;\nd  the  Oregon  crop  14  percent. 
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ITORLD  1949  FILBERT  HARVEST  NEAR  RECORD 
v.  YiT.  R.  Schreiber 

The  1949  preliminary  estimate  for  filbert  production  an  Italy,  Spain, 
Turkey  and  the  United  States,  the  leading  commercial  producing  countries, 
is  161,2'60  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  with  102,340  tons  in 
194S  and  112,200  tons  in  1947.  The  estimate  exceeds  the  5-year  (1943-47) 
average  of  113,624  tons  by  42  percent  and  the  10-year  (1938-47)  average 
of  103,068  tons  by  56  percent.  This  year's  estimate  for  these  countries 
is  the  second  largest  on  record,  having  been  exceeded  only  by  the  164>450 
tons  produced  in  1946.  The  estimates  for  Turkey  and  the  United  States  are 
the  largest  ever  made.  The  Spanish  filbert  crop  is  about  equivalent  to 
the  5— ysar  average  vihile  that  in  Italy  is  expected  to  be  the  fourth  largest 
in  the  past  quarter  of  a  century. 


FILBERTS,  unshelledj  Estimated  production  in  specified  countries, 

1949  vj-ith  comparisons 


(Foreign  production  rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

Italy 

Spain 

Turkey 

Mediter-  s 
ranean  : 

Basin  : 
total  ; 

< 

United 

States 

unshelled 

World 

total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons: 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Average 

1943-47 

1938-47 

22,000 

19,800 

25,000 

24,000 

59,400 
.  53,700 

• 

• 

106,400: 

97,500: 

• 

7,224 

5,568 

113,624 

103,068 

Annual 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948  1/ 

1949  l! 

15.400 
21j300- 
.15,700 
47,800 

9,900 

26.400 
2j  31,300 

17,600 

38,000 

18,000 

18,200 

33,000 

14,500 

25,300 

• 

» 

60,500 
52,800 
33,000 
90,000 
60,500 
55,000 
2/  93,500 

« 

• 

93,500:  7,030 

112,100:  6,520 

66,700:  5,320 

156,000:  8,450 

103,400:  8,800 

95,900:  6,440 

^  150,100:2/  11,160 

• 

• 

100,530 

118;620 

72,020 

164,450 

112,200 

.102,340 

2/  161,260 

1/  Prelpiinary.  Revised. 


Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis 
of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  U.S.  foreign  ser¬ 
vice  officers,  results  of  office  research  and  other  iiif ormation. 


) 
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Tho  growing  conditions  in  tho  Mediterranean  Basin  up  to  the  start  of  the 
harvest  were  generally  satisfactory  although  some  concern  about  the  coming 
crop  was  to  be  found  in  each  of  the  countries.  On  the  basis  of  information 
now  at  hand  and  the  near  record  preliminary  estimates  it  appears  the  adverse 
weather  early  in  tho  season  was  over  valued. 

In  Italy  the  unseasonable  cold  weather  and  snowfall  in  Sicily  during  the 
first  week  of  March  and  similar  weather  in  the  Naples-Avellino  district  at 
first  was  reported  to  have  caused  considerable  damage.  The  estimates  of 
damage  by  adverse  \veather  declined  as  the  season  advanced* 

In  Spain,  growers  generally  believed  that  the  drought  of  the  previous 
year  had  left  trees  in  a  weakened  condition  and  _that  a  small  crop  was  to  be 
expected.  The  long,  dry  spell  was  broken  finally  in  April  and  May  although 
many  growers  v/ere  still  doubtful  as  to  how  much  good  the  late  rains  actually 
did  the  trees.  As  the  season  advanced,  doubts  as  to  the  beneficial  effect  of 
these  rains  disappeared  and  was  replaced  by  optimism  among  many  growers.  The 
growers  in  Turkey  were  reported  anticipating  a  good  harvest  from,  tho  start 
since  this  year's  crop  followed  an  average-sized  one.  They  were  worried  about 
the  dry  vreather,.  however,  and  anticipated  a  heavy  drop.  The  drop  was  not_  as 
heavy  as  expected  and,  as  a  result,  a  substantial  increase  over  the  August  1 
forecast  i’s  reported.  The  harvest  commenced  in  late  August  and  is  proceeding 
under  normal  conditions.  The  quality  is  reported  good  in  all  countries. 

The  I9U8-I4.9  export  season  in  the  Mediterranean  countries  came  to  a  close 
with  carry-over  from  the  I9I-I.8  harvest  estimated  at  '^,800  tons,  unshelled  basis. 
Italy  is  reported  to  still  have  about  3j300  tons,  of  which  2,200  tons  are 
said  to  remain  in  the  Naples-Avellino-  district  and  1,100  tons  in  Sicily. 

Spain  reports  the  carry-over  is  not  more  than  5OO  tons  while  Turkey  is  reported 
to  have  completely  sold  its  19U8  crop. 

Tho  season  was  good  from  an  export  volume  standpoint,  although  sqles  were 
not  always  at  satisfactory  prices.  The  United  Kingdom  was.  the  principal  buyer 
of  filberts  in  all  5  markets.  The  Swiss  as  usual  were  heavy  buyers.  There 
was  a  fair  volume  of  exports  to  other  western  European  countries.  Germany, 
the  largest  importer  of  filberts  in  previrar  years,  was  still  out  of  the  market. 
The  United  States  purchases  of  shelled  filberts,  almost  entirely  from'  Turkey 
were  larger  than  during  the  19l4.7"U8  seasbn  and  about  equal  to  the  '^-yoar 
(I9i.!-3“U7)  average  imports' of  this  commodity.  The  price  of'Turkish  shelled 
filberts  at  times  during  the  season  reached  rather  low  levels.  This  was 
brought  about  through  three-viray  deals  which  were  finally  stopped  late'  in  the 
season.  The  removal  of  import  restrictions  on  certain  Mediterranean  huts  by 
the  British  Government  gave  a  substantial  boost' to  a  lagging  filbert  market 
and  resulted  in  a  substantial' volume ' moving  into  export  channels.  The 
Turkish  prices'were  tho  most  attractive  during  tho  Season.  The  19i4.8-i49  official 
export  statistics  for  these  countries  are  not  a'vailable.  However,  on' the 
basis  of  trade' estimates  it  appears  that  at  least  80,000  tons  moved  into 
international  trade.  This  represents  about  83  of  the  estimated  197|.8 

production.  Turkey  was  tlie  largest  exporter  as’well  as  largest  producer. 

The  19li9*50  export  season  opened  abroad  with  the  second  largest  harvest 
on  record  but  with,  ojio  of  the  smallest  carry-overs  in  recent  years.  In  general 
exporters  in  all. 3  Mediterranean  countries  are  optimistic  about  the  outcome. 
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The  optimism  seems  to  be  based  largely  on  the  anpcararce  of  German  inquiries  for 
the  first  time  since  the  end  of  Vforld  War  II,  the  anticipated  continued  heavy 
British  purchases  and  a  gradual  improvement  of, economic  conditions  in  Europe. 

The  short  almond  crop  in  the  Mediterranean E asiu  is  also  expected  to  be  helpful 
to  the  filbert  exporters.  The  lower  prices  now  being  quoted  by  certain  of  the 
countries  are  expected  to  aid  in  the  export  movemi.ent. 

The  season  has  not  been  open  long  enough  to  develop  a  pattern  or  trend. 
However,  the  reported  sale  of  ^^0  tons  of  new-croo  shelled  Turkish  filberts  to 
German  buyers  has  raised  the  hopes  of  Turkish  exporter s ^ that  the ^ remainder  of 
the  season  will  see  additional  hea'/y  purchases.  The  Brivisn  business  is  for 
the  time  being  more  or  less  in  a  stalemate.  The  uncertainty/’  of  the  pound 
sterling,  with  persistant  rumors  of  devaluation,  has  made  exporters  in  Italy 
and  Turkey  reluctant  to  .close  contracts  with  British  importers  unless  protec¬ 
tive  clauses  are  included.  British  importers  are  also  worried  about  the 
possible  devaluation  and  insist  on  the  right  to  cancel  their  contracts  if 
devaluation  takes  Place.  The  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom  is  expected  to  be 
resijmed  as  soon  as  the  currency  problem  is  straightened  out.  The  Svviss,^ 
historically  im.portant  factors  in  the  international  filbert  market,  are  insisting 
on  a  protective  clause  against  falling  prices. 


Exporters  gn  all  3  ccun’iries  -are  watching  the  quotations  of  their 
competitors  closclv  with  a  view  to  adjusting  their  prices  to  meet  competition. 

a  little  concerned  by  the  large  Turkish 
Turkish  have  not  officially  announced 
list  has  been  made  public.  This  delay 


The  Italian  and  Spanish  exporters  are 
harvest  and  probable  low  prices.  The 
their  opening  prices  although  a  price 


in  armouncing  officially  the  season’s  price  is  reported  to  be  for^the  purpose 
of  being  able  to  lov/er  prices  to  meet  competition  I'rom*  Italy  and  Spain  if  it 
develops. 


The  largo  domiostic  nut  crops  in  the  United  States  this  season  are  expected 
to  keep  exports  to  the  United  States  at  a  lov/er  level  than  in  any  of  the  post¬ 
war  years. 


Italy.  The  I9I4.9  preliminary  estimate  of  filbert  production  in,  Italy  is^  ^ 
31,300  sT~rt  tons  (revi  sed),  unshelled  basis,  compared  with  26,k00  tons  in  I9U8 
and  9,900  tens  in  19l;7,  The  estimate  is  142  percent  above  the  5-year  (1943-47) 
average  of  22,000  tons  and  58  percent  above  the  lO-year  (1936-I4.7)  average  of 
19,800  tons.  The  estimate  for  the  Uaples-Avellino  district  is  22,000  short 
tons,  an  improvement  ever  the  forecast  of  August  1,  This  com.pares  with  I6, 5*^® 
tons'in  I948  and  7,700  tons  in  19U7*  In  Sicily  the  estimate  is  9,300  tons 
compared  ’With  9,900  tons  in  I9I1.8  nnd  2,200  tons  in  19l4-7»  The  estim^ate,  if  it 
materializes,  will  be  one  of  the  largest  on  record  in  the  past  quarter  of  a 
century.  It  is,  however,  far  from  the  all-time  high  of  147,800  tons  in  19U6. 


Growing  conditions  in  the  Naples- nvellino  dis’trict  iiave  been  generally 
very  satisfactory  from  the  start  of  the  season.  A  cold  spell  during  February 
and  March  apparently  did  little,  if  any,  damage  although  early  in  the  season 
some  reports  indicated  damage  had  been  heavy  in  some  localities.  In  the  past 
few  weeks  the  district  has  been  experiencing  rather  dry  -.Areather  but  reports 
indicate  there  was  ample  mois’bure  to  carry  the  crop  tnrough  to  harvest. 
Harvesting  in  the  district  is  now  underway  and  -preliminary  reports  indicate 
the  nuts  are  of  good  quality. 
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In  Sicily,  the  snow  of  the  first  weok  in  March,  which  first  reports  claimed 
had  destroyed  an  estimated  60  p'.rccnt  of  the  crop,  appears  to  have  been  less 
damaging  than  reported.  The  crop,  while  rot  a  record  or  average  one,  is  far 
from  being  the  poorest  on  record.  The  first  nuts  of  the  new  har’^est  are  of 
somewhat  better  quality  than  had  been  anticipated.  The  severe  cold  spell  is 
said  to  have  somewhat  reduced  the  damage  of  cimeciato  in  some  districts  on  the 
I sland. 

The  19ij.B-l4.9  marketing  season  came  to  a  close  with  an  estimated  3 i  5^*0  tons, 
unshelled  basis,  still  available  in  Italy,  In  the  Naples-Avellino  district  an 
estimated  ?',200  short  tons  of  all  types  remain  from  the  19i4-8  harvest  m.ost  of 
v/hich  are  still  in  the  hands  of  growers.  There  are  very  few  of  the  round 
Avellino  filberts  left  in  the  district.  In  Sicily  carry-over  stocks  are 
estimated  at  1,100  tons  again  mostly  in  hands  of  growers.  The  estimated  carry¬ 
over  stocks  represent  about  11  percent  of  the  1914-8  production.  This  is  the 
smallest  carry-over  in  the  postvmr  period. 

The  I9I16-I4.9  export  season  which  started  out  slowly  last  fall,  gained 
considerable  m-omentum  after  mid-season  and  closed  in  a  generally  satisfactory 
manner.  The  competition  from  the  Turkish  nuts  during  the  early  part  of  the 
season  made  exports  difficult.  After  the  bulk  of  the  Turkish  crop  was  sold 
or  committed,  foreign  buyers  began  to  turn  to  Italy  for  supplies.  The  removal 
of  import  restrictions  on  nuts  from.  Mediterranean  sources  by  the  British 
Government  in  May  gave  the  export  market  a  much  needed  boost  and  the  volume 
increased  considerably.  The  British  are  reported  to  have  purchased  all 
available  quantities  of  round  Avellino  filberts  in  the  Naples-Avellino  district. 
Unfortunately,  official  export  statistics  are  not  available  and  trade  sources 
are  reluctant  to  hazard  estimates  as  to  the  total  volume  exported  during  the 
season.  The  United  Kingdom  was  the  most  important  buyer  of  Italian  filberts. 

On  the  basis  of  fragmentary  statistics  and  estimates  for  the  exports  for  all 
of  Italy  it  appears  at  least  l6,000  tons,  mostly  unshelled,  were  exported 
during  the  season.  The  inquiries  from  German  buyers  reported,  in  the  August 
report  apparently  have  resulted  in  very  few  actual  sales. 

The  I9U9-5O  export  season  nov/  underway  finds  considerable  optimism  in  the 
minds  of  soirio  exporters  although  they  concede  that  developments  m.ay  not  be 
quite  as  expected.  The  British  again  arc  expected  to  purchase  heavily  in  the 
Italian  market,  although  some  sources  are  wondering  what  will  happen  to  the  pound 
sterling.  A  number  of  Sicilian  exporters  are  asking  British  buyers  for  protec¬ 
tive  clauses  in  sales  contrc^cts  in  event  of  a  devaluation  of  the  pound.  The 
British  buyers  are  holding  back,  insisting  that  if  such  a  clause  is  put  into 
the  contracts,  they  will  require  another  permitting  them,  t''  cancel  their 
contracts,  in  tho  event  of  devaluation.  This  counter  proposal  on  the  part  of 
the  British  buyers  is  based  on  the  fear  that  the  British  Government  may  not 
grant  tho  additional  exchange  required  in  event  of  devaluation.  This  situation 
has  reached  a  stalemate  for  the  time  being  and  the  Sicilian  market  has 
weakened.  In  addition,  some  British  buyers  have  been  offering  lower  prices 
than  those  acceptable  to  the  Sicilian  exporters  on  tho  theory  that,  with 
large  crops  now  being  harvested  elsewhere,  prices  should  drop.  While  tho 
German  business  ■flailed  to  materialize  last  season,  there  are  some  who  still 
believe  the  19U9”50  season  will  soe  the  return  of  at  least  a  part  of  the  export 
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business  with  Germany.  The  importance  of  the  German  market  to  Italian  exporters 
of  almonds  and  filberts  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasized  in  view  of  the 
heavy  prewar  movement  of  Italian  nuts  to  that  market.  Germany  was  the  largest 
and  most  logical  outlet  for  Italian  nuts  of  all  kinds.  The  long  delayed 
re-entry  of  the  German  buyers  in  this  riarket  is  a  major  handicap  to  those 
striving  to  build  up  Italy’s  export  trade.  It  is  also  anticipated  that  some 
exports °will  go  to  France  as  a  result  of  the  clearing  agreement. 

The  large  Turkish  filbert  crop  is  causing  some  concern  to  Italian  exporters 
The  record-breaking  American  nut  crops  are  expected  to  lessen  the  prospects  for 
exports  to  the  United  States  this  season.  Early  season  inquiries  from  other 
countries  are  said  to  be  light  but  may  pick  up  as  the  season  advances.  In  the 
Naples  district,  as  this  report  is  written,  filberts  are  offered  f.o.b.  $30^.00 
per  220  pounds  unshellod  and  $65*00  for  shelled.  In  Sicily  now  crop  September- 
October  shipments  are  offered  f.o.b.  $28.75  Tpr  unshelled.  Quotations  on 
shelled  are  not  available.  Sicilian  old  crop,  prompt  shipment,  are  quoted  at 
131.50  per  220  pounds. 

Spain.  The  19U9  preliminary  estimate  of  filbert  production  in  Spain^ is 
25,300  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  as  forecast  on  August  1,  compered  with 
1U,500  tons  in  19[|8  and  33,000  tons  in  19J-}-7*  The  preliminary  estimate  is  about 
equal  to  the  5-year  (191+3-147)  average  but  about  5  percent  larger  than  the 
10-year  (1938-1+7)  average  of  2li.,000  tons.  The  harvest,  if  it  turns  out  as  now 
estimated,  will  be  the  third  largest  in  the  past  10  years. 


The  I9U9  growing  season  started  rather  unfavorably.  The  drought  of  the 
previous  season  was  thought  to  have  done  considerable  damage.  The  winter^was 
rather  dry  and  a  shortage  of  soil  moisture  was  feared.  The  long,  dry  period 
was  broken  in  -^^pril  and  May  and  the  trees  made  the  most  of  it.  ^At  this  time 
growers  optimism  reached  high  levels  with  forecasts  twice  the  size  of  that  of 
I9I+8.  The  months  of  June,  July,  and  August  have  again  been  hot  and  dry  with 
almost  no  rainfall  during  this  important  period  in  the  development  of  the  crop. 
It  is  now  reported  that  the  nuts  are  not  filling  out  normally  and^that  the  drop 
of  immature  fruit  has  been  a  little  heavier  than  normal.  The  optimism  of 
early  May  has  been  gradually  giving  way  to  more  realistic  ideas  of  the  crop. 
Some  interests  in  Reus  are  now  beginning  to  doubt  if  even  the  present  estimate 
will  be  reached. 


The  19^+8”l+9  marketing  year  comes  to  a  close  with  estimates  of  remaining 
191+8  harvest  at  very  low  levels.  .  It  is  now  estimated  that  no  mors  uhan  pOO 
short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  remain  in  the  Reus  area,  alm-^st  entirely  in  hands 
of  growers.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  romaining  stocks  are  of  a  grade  and 
quality  suitable  for  export  markets.  The  season  just  closed  was  one  of  the 
few  in  rr^any  years  in  which  the  previous  crop  was  almost  entirely  sold.  The 
reports  of  substantial  carry-over  of  the  I9I+7  harvest  now  appear  to  have  been 
somewhat  too  high,  although  the  quantity  of  that  harvest  which  was  used  for 
oil  mil  never  be  definitely  known. 


The  1914.8-1+9  export  season,  was  generally  satisfactory  compared  with  other 
recent  years.  The  Spanish  official  export  statistics  are  not  yet  available, 
but  on  the  basis  of  reliable  trade  statistics  a  total  of  about  3*720  short  ton 
of  shelled  nut  s  were  exported  between  October  1,  I9I+8  and  July  1,  191+9* 
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During  the  sanio  period  an  estimated  2,955  short  tons  of  unshelled  were  exported, 
making  a  total  on  an  unshellod  basis  of  about  ll,li4.9  short  tons.  The  present 
export  figures  v/buld  seem  to  indicate  a  heavy  export  movement  in  the  last  2 
months.  However,  previous  estimates  failed  to  take  into  account  a  sizeable 
volume  of  exports  overland  to  Sv;itzer land.  The  present  data  indicates  about 
77  percent  of  the  estimated  production  for  19U8  was  moved  into  export  channels. 

It  is  probable  that  some  of  the  exports  were  from  the  19U7  harvest. 

The  principal  buyer  of  Spanish  filberts  was  Switzerland,  with  about  1,11.00 
short  tons  of  shelled  nuts  and  35  tons  of  unshellod.  There  were  an  additional 
1,760  tons  of  shelled  shipped  overland  to  unknown  destinations  most  of  which 
are  presumed  eventually  to  have  reached  Switzerland.  The  second  most  important 
destination  was  the  United  Kingdom,  which  purchased  about  2,655  short  tons  of 
unshelled  filberts.  Switzerland  and  the. United  Kingdom  combined,  on  an  unshelled 
basis,  accounted  for  an' estimated  9j6J42  short  tons  or  86  percent  of  the  total 
exports.  Exports  to  the  United  States,  according  to  trade  estimates  for  this 
period,  were  slightly  over  a  ton  of  shelled  and  no  unshelled.  Sweden  purchased 
about  226  short  tons  of  shelled  and  6  tons  of  unshelled.  Small  quantities  were 
exported  to  other  Scandinavian  and  Latin  American  countries.  The  market,  as  the 
old  season  comes  to  a  close,  is  quiet  v/ith  supplies  limited  and  little  foreign 
interest  in  I9US  crop  nuts. 

The  prospects  for  the  19^9" 50  marketing  season  aro  in  general  favorable  but 
not  optimistic.  The  reported  largo  crop  in  Turkey  is  causing  some  concern  to 
exporters  in  view  of  the  usual  very  attractive  export  prices  anticipated  in. 
that  country.  The  German  market  for  nuts  has  been  closed  for  some  years,  but 
in  the  past  few  months  German  firms  have  been  reported  as  making  inquiries  in 
Turkey  and  Italy  in  anticipation  of  possible  brrsiness  this  season.  If  this 
business  materializes  it  will  remove  seme  of  the  competition  for  Spanish  filberts. 

It  is  reported  that  official  sanction  to  use  filbjrts  for  edible  oil 
manufacture  is  expected  to  be  granted  soon.  This  would  take  care  of  several 
thousand  tons  of  nuts.  While  the  Spanish  Government  has  not  officially 
announced  export  prices  for'nev/  crop  filberts  it  is  generally  belie\’’ed  they 
v/ill  be.  lower  than  those  of  19i4.8“U9»  The  prices  ware  $60  pro  220 

pounds  for  selected' Barcelona  shelled  and  $25.50  220  pounds  unsholled  select 

Barcelona  for  export  to  dollar  areas.  There  is  a  strong  possibility  that 
filbert  exporters  will  bo  given  a  percentage  of  dollar  exchange  resulting  from 
exports  to  dollar  areas,  to  be  used  for  importation  .of  certain  items  as  is 
the  case  with  a  number  of  other  Spanish  products.  Exporters  of  such  items  may 
also  sell  the  "free  dollars"  to  importers  of  the  desired  items  if  they  so 
choose. 

The  Barcelona  newspaper  La  Vanguardia  Espanola  reported  that,  effective 
August  1,  the  Ministry  of  Industry  and  Commerce  and  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
have  placed  the  19U9  almond  and  filbert  crops  under  control  by  the  Government. 

The  control  at  first  will  cover  domestic  sales  and  prices  to  be  paid  growers. 

Tho  export  prices  will  be  determined  at  a  later  date.  The  price  to  be  paid 
growers  for  clean,  dry  and  sound  nuts  delivered  to  exporters’  warehouse  is 
12,00  pesetas  per  2.2  pounds  for  shelled  nuts,  (About  L|.5^  per  pound).  The 
price  for  unshelled  is  to  be  in  proportion  to  tho  shelled  for  the  various  zones 
of  production.  The  price  of  shelled  nuts  as  reported  above  will  offer  little 
competition  to  those  produced  in  other  countries  after  freight,  duty,  and 
profits  are  added,  unless  the  Spanish  Government  grants  a  more  liberal  exchange 
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rate.  It  is  also  reported  that  direct  subsidies  on  almonds  and  filberts  will 
not  be  paid  during  the  19i4-9"50  season. 

The  heavy  purchases  of  almonds  and  filberts  by  the  SriUsh  is  expected  to 
continue  during  the  new  season,  provided  the  financial  crisis  in  that  country 
does  not  worsen.  There  have  been  r  num.ber  of  inquiries  from  other  countries 
concerning  new  crop  nuts.  There  is  also  some  hope  that  the  Swiss  will  continue 
their  purchases.  Altogether  the  disposal  of  the  19i4.9  crop  at  this  early  date 
in  the  new  campaign  does  not  look  too  difficult. 

Turkey.  The  19^9  preliminary  estimate  of  filbert  production  in' Turkey 
is  93'  900~hort  tons  (revised),  unshelled  basis,  compared  with  55,000  tons  in 
19ii8  and  60,500  tons  in  191+7 •  The  estimate  exceeds  the  5-year  (191+3-47)  average 
of  59,1+00  tons  by  57  percent  and  the  lO-year  (1936-1+7)  average  of  53,700  tons 
by  7)4  percent,  '^he  crop,  if  it  turns  out  as  now  estimated,  will  be  the  largest 

in  the  past  quarter  of  a  century. 

The  growing  season  was  generally  satisfactory  from  the  start.  The  summer 
was  a  little  drier  than  normal  and  there  was  some  uncertainty  as  to  the 
probable  size  of  the  crop.  The  drop  which  had  been  anticipated  because  0 
the  dry  weather  appears  to  have  been  much  less  than  expected.  The  harvest 
started  in  late  August  with  growers  and  the  trade  very  optimistic  as  to  t  e 
size.  There  are  those  whose  optimism  causes  them  to  estimate  even  a  larger 

harvest  than  is  now  estimated. 

The  19l+8-l|.9  export  season  closed  with  the  I9I+8  harvest  completely  sold. 
There  are  a  few  hundred  tons  of  191+7  harvest  nuts  still  available.  These 
are  reported  to  be  of  poor  quality  and  will  be  processed  for  oil. 

This  season,  contrary  to  practices  of  other  years,  the  opening  prices 
have  not  been  officially  annoimced.  The  f.o.b.  prices  for  tho  1949-50  season 
have  been  fixed  as  follows: 


Shelled 

Tt 

Unshelled 

It 


standard  quality 
current  ” 

pointed 
fosa 


155*00  por  220  lbs» 

50.00 

28.00 

30.00 


The  delay  in  the  official  announcement  is  reported  to  be  due  to  the 
discussions  taking  place  between  the  Union  of  Filbert  Exporters  and 
Turkish  Government  concerning  prices  of  Italian  and  Spanish  filberts.  |hese 
groups  are  reported  holding  back  on  the  official  price  announcement  until 
they  can  learn  what  the  opening  prices  will  be  in  the  other  two  countries  and 
m.eot  possible  competition.  The  prices  quoted  above  must,  therefore,  bo 
considered  tentative  until  the  official  prices  are  published. 

The  domestic  price  structure  so  far  this  season  has  been  fluctuating 
more  than  normal.  In  early  August,  prices  were  relatively  high  for  September 
delivery  of  shelled  nuts,  but  by  the  second  half  of  August,  prices  to  growers 
weakened.  This  drop  in  prices  is  probably  temporary,  as  the  growers  in  need^ 
of  ready  cash  sold  limited  quantities.  The  Filbert  Grov/ers’  Cooperative,  which 
in  former  years  purchased  heavily  to  bolster  the  market  when  prices  dropped, 
is  not  expected  to  follow  the  practice  this  year. 

While  it  is  much  too  early  in  the  new  season  to  expect  reports  on  sales 
and  exports,  one  large  deal  has  been  reported.  A  sale  of  99O  tons  for  late 


r 

Sopteribor  delivery  has  been  made  to  Hamburg,  Germany,  basis  .f53«50  c.i.f.  per  220 
pounds.  This  is  the  first  postwar  sale  rep.orted  to  Germany  although  reports  of 
German  interosts  in  Turkish  filberts  have  been  current  for  several  m.onths. 

The  Swiss  buyers  have  entered  the  market  but  are  insisting  on  a  falling 
price  clause  for  filberts  to  be  shipped  in  late  September  or  October.  This 
requirement  on  the  part  of  the  Swiss  is  surprising  to  some  Turkish  exporters 
who  feel  that  prices  may  rise  after  the  export  season  gets  into  full  swing. 

While  tlic  season  has  opened  with  a  few  uncertainties  as  to  the  disposal  of 
so  large  a  crop,  the  trade  seems  to  have  no  doubt  about  being  able  to  sell  it 
abroad.  It  is  apparent  that  the  Turkish  traders  intend  to  meet  any  potential 
competition  from  other  producing  areas. 
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UNITED  STATES:  Imports,  for  consumption,  of  shelled  and  unshelled 
filberts  from  specified  countries,  1947*-48 
^rith  comparisons 


Crop  year 
Septembei>-Augu5t 


SHELLED 


Average; 

1943-47 

1938-47 

Annual: 

1943- 44 

1944- 45 

1945- 46 

1946- 47 

1947- 48 

1948- 49 


1/ 


UHSHELLED 
Average : 
1943-47 
1938-47 
Annual; 

1943- 44 

1944- 45 

1945- 46 

1946- 47 

1947- 48 

1948- 49  1/ 


Italy 


Short  tons 


70 

78 

0 

0 

178 

133 

39 

42 


393 

308 

0 

0 

361 

1,600 

3 

13 


Spam 


Turkey 


Other 

countries 


Short  tons^ Short  tons* Short  tons 

: 


351 

193 

559 

1,191 

6 

1 

0 

0 


62 

31 

6 

16 

220 

69 

0 

0 


2,911 

1,669 

17 

2,989 

4,231 

4,921 

2,398: 

3,255 


40 

24 

0 

0 

180 

5 

11 

29 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Total 


Short  tons 


3,372 

1,964 

576 

4,180 

4,595 

5,060 

2,448 

3,326 


457 

340 

6 

16 

589 

1,669 

3 

13 


1/  10  months,  September  1948  through  June  1949. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

UNITED  STATES:  Exports  of  filberts  from  specified  countries, 

1947„48^  Yifith  comparisons  1/ 


Crop  year 
Septembeiv 
August 

Mexico 

Cuba 

• 

• 

Argentina: 

# 

• 

Canada 

Other 

Total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons: 

Short  tons 

Short  tons: Short  tons 

Average: 

1943-47 

12 

117 

• 

12: 

88 

47 

276 

Annual: 

1943-44 

17 

84 

• 

• 

0: 

101 

15 

217 

1944-45 

2 

101 

0: 

120 

35 

258 

1945-46 

3 

97 

0: 

21 

28 

149 

1946-47 

12 

158 

52: 

45 

23 

290 

1947-48 

28 

145 

6: 

155 

132 

466 

1948-49  2/  1 

• 

• 

162 

0: 

« 

0 

4 

27 

194 

_ s _ i _ : _ I _ L_ _ : - 

l/  Unclassified  as  to  shelled  and  unshelled.  Included  in  ’’other”  nuts  before 
“  1943.  Z/  months,  September  1948  through  June  1949. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census . 


3>3?.  / 

Uh  I?  I  for 

F 

FN -17-49 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMEI'IT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 

FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 

.  ■  u-  ^ 

September  19^9  REPORT 


f) 


Oct,  6,  19'^9 


Declared  exports  of  edible  tree  nuts  to ‘United  States 
(Values  are  f.o.b.  country  of  origin) 

Sept ember -August 


Commodity  & 
origin 


September 


September 


Season  to  date 


Almonds 
' Shelled ; 


ELisbon 


Naples i 
Palermo.....  ; 
Barcelona...  J 

Malaga .  • 

\ a 1 en  c ia ....  • 
Total  ! 

Brazil  nuts  ’  ’ 

^Shelled:  '  ’ 

Belem  ’  ’ 

Blanched. i.  ’ 
Unblanched.  ’ 
Manaus  ' 

Blanched . . . 
Unblanched, 

_ Total 
Brazil  nuts 

On she lied: 

Belem. . . . . . . 

Manaus . . 

Total 

Cashews 

Shelled: 

Bombay . . 

Madras . 

Total 

Filberts 
Shelled: 
BarceTona . . . 
Naples ...... 

Palermo ..... 

Istanbul .... 

Total 

Filberts 
UnsheiTe  d: 
Barcelona . . , 

Naples . 

Palermo . 

Istanbul .... 
Total 

VJalnuts 
Shelled: 
“Bordeaux  .... 

Lyon . . 

Naples ...... 

Istanbul .... 

Total 


Pounds  t  Dollars  :  Pounds 

)ollars  :  Pounds  '  :  Dollars 

:  t 

:  J 

0  :  0  :  2,640 

35,000  :  16,030  5  85,400 

181,747  *  54,742  J  29,762 

0  • :  Ot  0 

0  ;  0  ;  0 

0  ;  0  :  .  0 

:  5 

-  ■  J 

'  585  5  2,640  5  585 

34,739  ■  85,400  :  34,739 

8,574  :  29,762  :  8,574 

‘  0  :  -  •  ■  0  t  0 

■  '  0  .  0  :  0 

■  O' i  0  :  0 

216. 747  •  70,772  *  117,802 

43,898  *  117,802  5  43,898 

.  : 

t  *  * 

:  ' 

:  s'  188,538 

.  530,904  :  214,229  :  494,142 

.  :  J 

S  55,200 

;  203,946: ,  63,974  /  164,274 

:  5 

:  ■  •  5  ' 

■  :  ■  ■  •  ■ '  5 

•79,964  •  188,538  ■  79,964 

172,695  *  494,142  5  172,695 

:  5 

8,004  :  55; 200  5  8,004 

59,930  :  164,274  5  59,930 

.  734.850  :  278,203  *  902,154 

320,593  •'*902,154  *  320,593 

:  s  • 

:  5  * 

:  555,000  :  .73,280  *  224,000 

.  0  :  0  *  548,800 

P,515  5  224,000  s  30,515 

63,616  *  548,800  5  63,616 

*  d95.000  •  73,280  •  772,800 

94,131  '  772,800  •  94,131 

:  : 

:  s  * 

:  250,000  1  87,037  s  47,500 

t 3,665, 350  51,421,983  ; 2,236,700 

;  : 

•  • 

17,408  5  47,500  5  17,408 

909,502  : 2, 2 36,700  5  909,502 

n. 915, 350  -1,509,020  *2,284,200 

926,910  =2,284,200  =  926,910 

•  • 

:  5  * 

.  0  :  0  I  0 

;  1,102  :  500  :  2,200 

.  0  5  0  :  0 

;  628.039  5  121,984  ;  361,000 

.  ,  0  :  0  ;  0 

900  5  2,200  :  900 

.  .  .  0  :  0  :  0 

21,123  5  361,000  :  21,123 

5  629.141  *  122,484  ;  363,200 

•  22.023.'  363,200  =  22,023 

—  1  ^ 

•  •  .  • 

'  •  *5 

•  • 

* 

:  0  *  0  •  0 

.  0  s  0  :  2,750 

.  0  :  0  :  0 

13,029  :  2,190  :  0 

•  • 

0  '  0  '  0 

.  .  -375  t  2,750  '  375 

0  :  0  :  0 

0  :  0  :  0 

*  13.029  *  2,190  ••  2,750 

-  -375  t  2,750  '  ^ 

■  .  ;  ,  : 

0 

0 

37,480 

12,125 


0 

0 

16, 350 

468 


0 

0 

50,000 

0 


-  0  •• 

-  0 

8,000 
■0  ■ 


0 

0 

50,000 

0 


4Q.^d  ^  '  iZJis:-  50,000  ^  8,000  ^--50,000 


0 

0 

8,000 

0 


8,000 


United  States  D6partment  of  Agrloultufe.  Office' of  Foreign' AgriculturAl  Relations 
As  reported  by  U,  S.  Consulates  abroad. 


W.  R.  Schreiber 
(OVER) 


UNITED  STATES:  Imports  for  consumption  and  exports  of  specified  nut; 


Commodity  ^  countries 
of  origin 

5-yr.  av. 

1943-44/ 

1947-48 

1947-48 

1948-49 

1/ 

Latest 

available 

month 

July 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

DIPOR 

rs  2j 

Almonds,  shelled 

Italv . . . . 

1.548 

4.179 

4.271 

25 

Portup'al  . . 

692 

98 

206 

L 

Spain  . . . 

4.977 

1.805 

255 

M- 

0 

Other  countries  ...... 

73 

53 

47 

3/ 

Total  . 

7,290 

6,135 

4,779 

29 

Almonds,  unshelled 

Italy  . 

3 

9 

2 

3/ 

Portugal  ............. 

5 

0 

0 

2.1 

0 

Spain . . . 

201 

0 

0 

0 

Other  count  rie s  ...... 

2 

3/ 

1 

3/ 

Total . . 

211 

9 

3 

37 - 

Brazil  nuts,  shelled 

Brazil  . . 

2,029 

2,925 

2.551 

261 

Other  countries  . 

3 

3/' 

10 

0 

Total  . 

2,032 

2,925 

2,561 

261 

Brazil  nuts  unshelled 

Braz il  . . 

6,393 

14.336 

9.181 

514 

Other  countries  ...... 

0 

O' 

0 

0 

Total  . . 

6,393 

14,336 

9,181 

514 

Cashews,  shelled 

India  . . . . 

11.564 

14.749 

16.754 

1.407 

Other  countries  ...... 

624 

836 

382 

0 

Total  . 

12,188 

15,585 

17,136 

1,407 

Filberts,  shelled 

Italy  . 

70 

39 

42 

0 

Spain  . 

351 

0 

0 

0 

Turkey  . 

2,911 

2,398 

3,468 

214 

•Other  countries  . 

40 

.  11 

30 

0 

Total  . 

3,372 

2,448 

3,540 

214 

Filberts ,  uns  helled 

Italy  . 

393 

3 

13 

0 

Spain  . 

62 

0 

0 

0 

Turkey  . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Other  c  ount  r  ie  s  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  . 

457 

3 

13 

0 

\-I alnut  s ,  she  lie  d 

France  . . . 

1 

6 

23 

3 

Italy  . 

60 

137 

430 

8 

T'orkey . 

107 

95 

541 

16 

Othe  r  c  ount ries  ...... 

20 

19 

299 

61 

'i'otal  . 

188 

257 

1,293 

88 

EXPORTS 

Almond s  4^ 

217 

145 

105 

8 

Filberts  ^  . 

276 

466 

194 

0 

Pecans 

Shelled  . 

264 

196 

544 

17 

Unshelled  . 

717 

111 

47  ■ 

0 

Vv'alnuts 

Shelled  . 

141 

413 

182 

1 

Unshelled . . 

2,088 

1,973 

832 

64 

1/  11  months,  September  through  July#  2/  The  tonnages  shown  in  import  for 
consumption  table  are  tonnages  on  v/hich  duty  has  been  paid  and  should  not  be 
confused  with  general  import  or  declared  export  statistics  on  page  1.  _3/  Less 

than  one-half  ton.  ^  Shelled  and  unshelled  not  separately  reported. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Censiis 
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TREE  NUTS:  Estimated  foreign  production 
•  '  -  -  in  ‘•specified  -countTles 


. ( Rounded  to  nearest  100  tons) 


Average  * 

Annual 

Country 

1943-  : 
1947  : 

1938-  : 

1947  : 

1945  i 

.  • 

1946  : 

• 

1947  : 

# 

1948  ; 

1/  : 

1949 

1/ 

Sh.  tons: 

Sh.  tons: 

Sh.  tons: 

Sh.  tons: 

Sh.  tons: 

Sh.  tons: 

Sh.  tons 

ALMONDS,  shelled 

Franc  e 

Fr.  Morocco 
Iran_ 

Italy 

Portugal 

Spain 

Total 

800 
1,700 
6,500 
34, 800 
2,200 
24,500 

700' 

2,200 

7,100 

30,800 

2,600 

24,200 

500 

3.300 
6,600 

50,600 

2.300 
26,400 

700: 

2,400: 

7,700: 

33,000: 

3,700; 

24,200: 

1,000 

1,200 

6,000 

46,200 

1,100 

22,000 

1,100  . 
3,300 
7,000 
18,700 

2,900 

21,000 

300 

2,200 

7,700 

22,000 

3,500 

25,300 

70,500  I 

67,600  : 

89, 700 

71,700: 

77,500  ; 

54,000  : 

61,000 

BRAZIL 

NUTS,  unshelled 

Brazil 

14,300  : 

23,000 

6,800 

27,500: 

30,400  : 

18,900 

^  24,800 

!  ■ 

CASHEV''rs,  unshelled 

Bombay 

Dis  trie  t 

,  10,400 

2/ 

12,600 

16,800 

10,100 

6,800 

1/  3,500 

South 

India 

36, 200 

2/ 

46,200 

58,800 

16,800 

33,600 

3/  24,500 

Total 

46,600 

2/ 

58,800 

75,600 

26,900 

40,400 

3/  28,000 

FILBERTS,  linshelled 

Italy 

Spain 

Turkey  . 

Total 

22,000 

25,000 

59,400 

'  19,800 
24,000 
53,700 

15,700 
18,000 
33 , 000 

47,800 

18,200 

90,000 

9,900 

33,000 

60,500 

;  26,400 
:  14,500 
:  55,000 

31.300 

25.300 
93,500 

106,400 

97,500 

66,700 

156,000 

103,400 

:  95,900 

» 

150,100 

TOTAL 

Shelled 
Almond  s  ' 

70,500 

67,600 

89,700 

71,700 

77,500 

54,000 

61,000 

Unshelled 
Brazil  nut 
Cashews 
Filberts 
Walnuts 

14,300 

46,600. 

106,400 

45,900 

23,000 
2/  - 
97, 500 
59,800 

6,800 

58,800 

66,700 

40,400 

27,500 

75,600 

156,000 

39,100 

30,400 

26,900 

103,400 

57,900 

18,900 

40,400 

95,900 

47,200 

24, 800 
28,000 
150,100 

2/ 

_l/  Preliminary. 

£/  Not  available. 

2/  Includes  Goa,  separate  estimate  not  available  at  this  time. 

Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statis'tics  of  loreign  governments, 
reports  of  U.  S,  foreign  service  officers,  results  of  office  research  and  other 
information. 
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THEE  NUTS;  Estimat&d  United  States  production 


Commodity 

A  V  e 

rage 

Annual 

193S-47 

1943 U7 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948  :  1949 

Sh, tons 

Sh.tons 

Sh.tons  ;  Sh.tons 

UN SHELLED 

Sh.  tons; 

Sh.tons  :  Sh.tons 

Almonds. . . 

21,410 

27,100 

27,200 

37,800 

29,200 

34,000  :  42,200 

Filberts. . 
Pecans: 

5,568 

5,600 

5,320 

8,450 

8,800 

6,440  :  11,160 

Improved 

23,570 

25,621 

29,65s 

16,818 

22,U35 

38,276  :l/26,475 

Seedling 

31,740 

35,657 

Uo,930 

21,536 

36,885 

50,558  :!/ 41,961 

Walnut  s , . , 

64,280 

68,600 

70,900 

71,900 

64,600 

71,100  ;]/  80,900 

Total 

146,568 

158.278 

174,008 

156,504 

161,920 

200.374  V149.336 

Revised, 


Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  Crop  Reporting  Board, 


California  almonds  are  estimated  at  a  rocord-lo.rge  crop  of  42,200  tons — one- 
fourth  above  last  year’s  34|OOOtons  and  nearly  double  the  193S-47  average. 
Almonds  continued  to  make  good  development  during  August.  Harvest  of  early 
varieties  began  in  mid-August,  ^he  main  harvest  is  expected  to  be  over  by 
October  1  vdth  picking  of  late  varieties  continuing  through  October, 

Filbert  production  in  Oregon  and  Washington  is  record— large  at  ll,l60  tons, 

73  percent  above  last  year  and  double  the  10-ycar  average.  Prospects  in  the 
northwest  filbert  area  are  generally  good.  Harvest  is  expected  to  start  about 
m i d- Sept  ember , 

Pecan  production  in  the  United  States  is  estimated  at  136,872,000  pounds — about 
three-fourths  of  the  record-large  1948  production  of  177»667,000  pounds,  but 
about  one-fourth  above  average.  In  all  States  east  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
except  Mississippi,  the  crop  prospect  declined  moderately  d^uring  August,  Rain 
vras  cond^ucive  to  the  development  of  scab  in  many  areas  and.  high  vrinds  blew 
considera^-'le  quantities  from  the  trees.  In  Mississippi,  scab  d.anage  does  not 
appear  to  be  as  extensive  as  indicated  on  August  1  and  the  crop  estimate  v/as 
increased  nearly  a  tenth.  The  crop  is  about  tvro-thirds  of  1948  in  Georgia, 
Florida,  ^ilabama,  Louisiana,  and  Texas;  about  three-fourths  of  la.st  year  in 
North  C.arolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Arkansas;  and  about  nine-tenths  of  last 
year  in  Mississippi.  The  indicated  Oklahoma  production  is  over  double  the 
very  small  1948  crop. 

Improved  varieties  for  the  United  Stotos  arc  placed  at  52,950*000  pounds  this 
year  compared  with  76,551,000  pounds  harvested  last  year,  V/ild  or  Seedling 
pecans  are  estimated  at  83,922,000  pounds  this  ye^xr  and  101,116,000  pounds 
last . 

Walnut  production  for  Calif -^rnia  and  Oregon  is  a  record- Large  crop  of  30,900 
tons  compared  vrith  71,100  tons  in  1948  and  the  10-year  average  of  64,280  tons, 
August  conditions  were  generally  fa,vorablc  for  walnut  development  in  both  Crvli- 
fornia  and  Oregon,  Harvest  is  expected  to  be  active  in  California  about  mid- 
Seiotember  and  should  start  in  Oregon  obout  October  1, 
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1949  MEDITEREAlffiM  BASIN  ALMOND  .l^RODUCT ION  ESTIMATE  LARGER 
uiMiv  1 1  Hir^ tot's iLer 

The  1949  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  production  in  the 

6  leadiag  foreign  commercial  producing  t  ton" 

(revised)  compared  with  Jlt.OOO  tons  (revised)  in  194S  md  77,pOO  to 
•  iQk7  ThP  pc-timate  is  13  percent  helow  the  5-year  (1943-47;  average 
if  70  900  tons  and  9  percent  below  the  10-year  (1938-47)  average  of 
fy  loi  tons,  afestimate  shows  a  small  increase  over  the  forecast  ^de 
In  July  because  of  better  harvests  In  Italy  and  Portugal  than  had  been 
™tlirta^ire“uer  in  the  season.  Small  declines  from  the  forecast  were 
renorted  for  French  Morocco  and  Iran.  In  the 

forecast  for  California  is  42,200  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  the  largest 
isrop-  on  record. 

Growing  conditions  during  the  season  ran  from  noM  perfect  in 
PortugS  to  very  poor  in  France  and  Sicily.  In  French  Morocco  ^d^^ain. 

conditions  were  spotty,  depending  on  the  area.  L^PrSih’ 

Pnrtiiffal  and  ino-t  sections  oi  Italy  was  £ooq.* 

Kiio^fino  quality  is  off.  The  ^efy"  ef 

i:w!ii:p®lu4^:^rL?r::aS^  Slw  av-erage^^ 

likely  demand  that  will  develop  this  season.  .  Harvesting  was  accomp  s 
in  all  countries  with  ample  supply  of  labor  and  transportatio  .■ 

The  1948-49  marketing  season  came  to  a  close  '^J’nhg^a^rvest 

considered  of  grade  and  quality  readily  acceptable  in  export  m«ke  s  A 
considerable  tonnage  of  low  grade  and  old-crop  nuts  has  been  <1^11*11^*° 
Til  mills  in  rece^  months.  Spain  came  nearer  Itsposing  “f 
the  season  just  closed  than  at  any  *1“.  ih  recent  yea  .  y 

and  new-crop  total  72. MO  short  tons,  wnich  is  sli^hty  in 
5-year  (1943-47)  average  Production  but  somewhat  un 

at  the  start  of  last  season.  At  the  stari,  oi  tne  9  ^  making 

over  was  estimated  at  32.000  tons  and  the  new  crop  at  54.000  tons,  making 


AL™dS,  SKELLEr; 


Estimated  commercial  prodiiction  in  specified  countries 
1949  with  comparisons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

France 

French 

Morocco 

Iran 

Italy 

Portugal 

Snain 

Foreign 

total 

United 
States 
un she lied 

» 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Average 

s 

19^3-47 

800 

1,700 

6,500 

34,  800 

2,200 

24,500 

70,500 

27,100 

1938-47 

■  700 

2,200 

7,100 

30,800 

2,600 

24, 200 

67,600 

21,400 

Annual 

.. 

• 

1944 

1,000 

600 

5,300 

22,700 

1,700 

20,900 

52,200 

24,000 

1945 

500 

3,300 

■  6,600*' 

50,600 

.  2,300 

26,400 

89,700 

27,200 

1946 

700 

2,400 

■  7,700 

33,000 

3,700 

24,200 

71)700 

37,800 

1947 

1,000 

1,200 

6,000 

46,200 

1,100 

22,000 

77,500 

29,200 

1948  1/ 

1,100 

3,300 

•2/  7,000 

18,700 

2,900 

.21,000 

^54,000 

_2/ 34,000 

1949  1/ 

300 

_2/ 1,900 

2/  7,700 

^  22,000 

2/4,200 

25,300  ■ 

J'61,400 

_2/42,200 

YJ  Preliminary-. 

2/  Revised.  • 

<  '  * 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of 
official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  U,.S.  Foreign  Service 
officers,  results  of  office  research,  and  other  information.  . 
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the  total  available  supply  SS.OOO  tons.  On  the  basis  of  available 
information,  at  present  the  foreign  supply  is  l6  percent  below  that 
of  last  season.  The  United  States  crop  this  year  is. 2U  percent  above 
that  of  last  year,  v^hich  makes  the  world  supply  about  average. 

The  1948-49  export  season  abroad,  while  still  a  long  way  from  a 
normsl  -orev/ar  vear  for  most  comtries  was,  nevertheless,  a  good  one 
an  tiinrs  Tonrifered.  The  removal  of  import  restrictions  on  Mediterranean 
nuts  hy  the  British  In  May  turned  what  otherwise  might  have  been  a  very 
poor  year  into  a  fairly  good  one.  The  minor  producing  ho^tries  were  able 
to  dispose  of  practically  all  of  their  almonds.  Italy  and  Spain,  the  two 
major  producers,  did  very  well.  Official  export  statistics  are  not 
available  for  these  countries  but,  on  the  basis  of  trade  estimates  ^d 
other  indications,  some  74,800  tons  were  disposed  of 
channels.  It  is  believed  exports  accounted  for  at  least  40,000  tons. 

The  United  Kingdom  was  by  far  the  largest  buyer  of  almonds  dur ing 
the  year.  There  were  substantial  exports  to  France.  Belgium,  Switzerl^-d, 
and  the  Scandinavian  countries.  There  was  a  small  start  made  during  t 
season  toward  revival  of  the  important  German  trade.  India  ^ 
especially  for  Italy  and  Iran.  The  South  American  countries  acquired  the.r 
usLl  small  tonnages.  The  United  States  imports  from  Mediterranean  countries 
was  off  at  4,878  tons  compared  with  6,135  the  previous  season. 
supplied  the  United  States  with  4,370  tons  of  the  total,  ^e  exportation 
of  Spanish  nuts  to  the  United  States  ceased  after  October  because  of 
countervailing  duties  imposed  by  the  United  States.  The  bulk  of  the  United 
States  imports  were  small  size  kernels  and  specicalty  types. 

The  outlook  for  the  1949-50  export  season  is  at  present  soraevrhat 
obscured  because  of  the  recent  deval^iation  of  the  British  pound  and  a 
long  list  of  other  currencies.  Before  devaluation,  exporters  in  ta  y 
and  Spain  looked  forward  to  a  considerable  business  with  the  United 
Kingdom,  following  the  same  general  lines  of  that  of  the  last  half  of  the 
previous  season.  The  re-entry  of  the  German  buyers  in  Italy  gave  consid¬ 
erable  hope  to  exporters.  The  large  United  States  cron  was  expected  to 
reduce  considerably  purchases  abroad.  Some  competition  is  expected  fro - 
the  record-breaking  Turkish  filbert  crop,  currently  being  offered  at 
attractive  prices. 

The  devaluation  of  the  pound  did  not  come  as  a  surprise  to  ^^^st 
exporters,  although  the  large  number  of  co^intries  which  also  aevalue  ^ 
their  currencies  did  surprise  many.  The  devaluation  brought  ^  alraos 
complete  standstill  to  the  British  purchases  in  Italy  end  Spain.  It 
also  affected  purchases  by  other  areas  that  had  devalued.  The  devalua  o 
has  caused  the  Spanish  Government  to  start  a  complete  examination  of  its 
entire  price  structure  on  export  and  import  commodities  with  a  view  of 
coming  out  with  prices  that  will  be  competitive  with  those  of  other  countries 
producing  the  same  items.  A  whole  new  series  of  special  exchange  rates 
is  in  the  making  and  is  being  released  gradually.  Exporters  of  almonds 
will  receive  I9.7I  pesetas  per  U.S.  dollar.  In  Italy  the  first 
of  the  devaluation  were  to  lower  prices  by  an  estimated  5  percent ,  bu 
the  buying  activity  of  the  Germans  soon  broiight  strength  into  the  mar  e 
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aaid  a  recovery  of  prices*  The  Italian  Government  has  not  yet  devalued, 
the  lire;  hut,  according  to  some  exporter?  unless  the  lire  is  devalued, 
exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  v^ill  he  difficult,  if  not  impossible.  On 
the  basis  pf  information  novr  available,  it  appears  likely  that  sa-tis- 
factory  relationships  will  be  v/orked  out  betvfeen  the  various  currencies 
before  the  end  of  the  year;  and  the  movement  in  volxime  of  .almonds  into 
international  trade  channels  will  be  resumed  by  Jamuary,' 

France;  The  1949  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  production 
in  Fr^ince  is  3^0  short  tons  compared  vdth  1,100  tons  in  1948  and  1,000  tons 
in  1947.  The  estimate  represents  only  38  percent  of  the  5-yea-r  (1943-47) 
average  of  800  tons  and  43  percent  of  the  IG-year  (1938-47)  average  of 
700  tons.  The  harvest  will  be  the  gnalles't  since  1939t  when  only  200  tons 
were  produced,  and  the  second  smallest  since  1930» 

The  grovring  conditions  were  adverse  almost  the  entire  season,  '  The 
mild  winter  brought  early  blossoming  which  in  turn  was  caught  by  a  severe 
frost  during  the  first  v^eek  in  March,  follovred  by  another  killing  frost 
in  April,  The  sumrier  has  been  unusually  dry  and  hot  v/hich  further, 
reduced  the  crop, 

France  for  many  years  has  been  a  net  importer  of  almonds.  Its 
domestic  industry  has  been  declining  for  years.  During  the  1948-49 
season  no  export  permits  vrere  granted  and  large  tonnages  were  imported 
from  French  Morocco,  Italy  and  Spain.  It  v;as  a  sellers  market  almost 
the  entire  season  with  prices  well  above  those  elsev^here  in  Europe. 

There  are  no  carry-over  stocks  of  conseouence  from  the  1948  harvest  or 
imports  during  the  season,  VThat  few  old  crop  nuts  to  be  found  in  Aix 
en  Provence  are  ciirrently  quoted  at  7^  cents  per  pound  f.o.b. 

The  1949-50  season  novr  -under  vray  v/ill  be  very  largely  cn«  of  imports 
do.minating  the  market.  The  French  Government  in  July  issued  a  statement 
setting  forth  the  quantities  for  vrhich  import  quotas  vdll  be  issued. 

They  are  as  follovrs: 

Italy  1,210  short'  tons 
Portugal  335  short  tons 
^ain  770  short  tons 

In  addition  to  the  above,  importations  from  French  Morocco  vrill  be 
permitted  vdthout  quota  since  no  foreign  exchange  problem  is  involved. 

The  It<alian  importation  is  to  be  permitted  provided  that  the  Italians 
purchase  surplus  French  potatoes  for  a  like  value. 

French^  Morocco;  The  1949  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond 
prociuction  in  French  Morocco  is  1,900  short  tons  (revised)  compared 
vrith  3:300  tons  in  1948  and  1,200  tons  in  1947.  The  estimate  is  12 
percent  larger  than  the  5-ycar  (1943-47)  average  of  1,700  tons  and 
l4  percent  belovr  the  10-  year  (1938-47)  a,verage,of  2,200  tons, 

Grov;ing  conditions  this  season  were  spotty,  Sor.e  frost  damage 
during  blossoming  was  reported  from  Marrakech,  Late  spring  rains 
in  some  areas  delayed  ripening  and,  consequently,  harvesting.  In 
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general,  harvesting  was  a  month  later  thf^n  normal.  The  quality  of 
the  first  nuts  to  reach  the  market  was  helow  that  of  previous  seasons. 
The  kernels  are  smaller,  a  heavy  percentage  of  twins  are  reported, 
and  a  liberal  percentage  of  shrivelled  or  danaged  kernels  has  been 

found. 


The  1948-49  season  exports  were  almost  entirely  to  Prance,  and 
all  available  exportable  supplies  were  shipped  early  in  tne  season. 
There  was  no  carry-over  vhen  the  new-crop  nuts  arriveo  on  the  market. 

It  is  reported  some  11  short  tons  of ^ Spanish  almonds  were  imported 

via  Tangisrs  to  take  care  of  the  domestic  requirements, 

»  , 

The  entire  exportable  surplus  of  the  1949  harvest  is  expected 
to  be  sold  to  France  at  prices  somevrhat  higher  than  those  prevailing 
last  season.  The  exportable  surplus  will  be  moved  to  France  in  a 
relatively  short  period,  , 

■  I  . 

Iran:  The  1949  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  production 

in  Iran~Ts  7,700  short  tons  (revised),  compared  with  7,000  tons 
(revised),  in  1948,  and  6,000  tons  in  1947*  .  estimate  exceeds  the 
5-year  (1943-47)  average  of  6,500  tons;  by  18  percent  and  the  10-year 
(1938-47)  average  of  7,100  tons  by  8  percent-.  Early  season  indications 
pointed  to  a  somewhat  larger  crop  than  is  now  estimated,  , 


The  1948-49  export  season  closed  with  no  carry-over  other  than 
those  held  by  small  merchants.  These  are  thought  to  total  less  than 

100  tons. 

The  exports  during  the  1948-49  season  totaled  an  estimated 
4  200  short  tons  of  which  India  purchased  about  3,000  tons  and 
Pakistan,  about  400  tons.  The  balance  of  the  exports  were  to  other 

Near  East  countries. 

The  quotations  in  late  August  were  $1,047.62  per  ton  of  2,200 
pounds,  f.o,b,  Khorramshahr,  figured  at  the  free  market  rate  or 
$1,375.00  at  the  official  rate.  The  1949-50  marketing  year  is  expected 
to  follow  closely  that  of. the  season  jusf  closed.  India  is  expected 
to  be  the  principal  buyer  of  Iranian  almonds.  On  the  basis  of 
conditions  existing  at  this  t  ime-' the  re  ,  i  s  little  to  indicate  tnat  ^ 
exports  will  be  made  to  the  United  States.  The  effect  of  devaluation 
of  currencies  of  the  usual  countries  purchasing  Iranian  almonds  nay 
tend  to  retard  this  year’s  exports. 


Italy:  The  1949  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond^ pro duct ion 

is  22,000  short  tons  (revised)  compared  v;ith  18,700  tons  in  1948  and 
46,200  tons  in  1947,  The  preliminary  estimate  is  37  percent  below 
the  5-year  (1943-47)  average  of  3^,S00  tons  and  29  percent  below  the 
10-year  (1938-47)  average  of  30,800  tons.  In  the  Bari  district,  a 
crop  of  15,400  tons  Is  expected  compared  with  7,700  tons  in  1948  and 
25,300  tons  in  1947,  The  cold  weather  during  March  caused  a_ consid¬ 
erable  amount  of  damage.  The  preliminary  estimate  for  Sioily^is 
6,600  tons  compared  with  11,000  tons  in  1948  and  20,900, tons  in  97. 
The  snow  which  fell  during  the  first  week  of  March  on  the  island 


ccnsidera'bly  damaged  the  almond  crop  which  vns  near  full  hlossom. 

The  1948-49  export  season  came  to  a  close  in  September  with  an 
estimated  8,000  tons  from  the  1948  harvest  still  available.  In  the 
Bari  district  there  are  an  estimated  5*000  short  tons,  vrhile  in 
Sicily  the  estimate  is  3*000  short  tons.  In  both  districts  most  of 
the  Carry-over  stocks  are  still  in  the  hands  of  grov/ers.  The  carry-over 
represents  about  43  percent  of  the  1948  harvest.  The  carry-over  and 
estimated  1949  harvest  total  30*000  short  tons  of  shelled  almonds. 

This  is  considerably  bclovr  the  available  supply  of  4l,700  tons  at 
the  start  of  the  1948-49  season  and  about  equal  to  the  lO-year 
(1938-47)  avera^^e  production.. 

The  1948-49  ex}:)ort  season,  while  far  fro.m  a  prev^ar  season,  v;as 
reasonably  successful.  The  United  Kingdom,  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  season,  purchased  substantial  tonnages  and  v'as  the  principal 
destination  fer  almond  exports,  Exports  to  the  United  St.ates  totaled  about 
4,300  tons  vrhich  v/as  a  slight  increase  over  the  previous  season, 

Sicily  supplied  oUout  3*100  tons  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States. 

Other  important  buyers  of  Itali^m  almonds  were  Switzerlant^,,  Svreden, 

Brazil,  Benelux,  and  India,  Germany,  the  most  important  historical 
buyer  of  Italian  almonds,  still  had  not  entered  the  market  in  volume, 
fevr  sm.all  sales  were  reported  to  Germany, 

l^he  outlook  for  the  1949-50  export  season  is  a  little  uncertain 
but  appears  premising  at  this  time.  The  heavy  British  purcha,ses  of 
the  season  just  closed  a.re  again  anticipated,  but  the  uncertainty 
resulting  from  devaluation  of  the  pound  sterling  and  other  currencies 
is  causing  some  delay  in  the  opening  of  business  with  such  countries. 
Italian  exporters  in  some  areas  asked  for  a  protective  clause  before 
devaluation  v/hile,  on  the  other  hand,  some  British  exj)orters  asked 
for  a  cancellation  clause  for  the  same  reason.  The  Itn,lian  exporter 
feared  a  loss  if  the  pound  is  devalued,  v;hile  the  British  im.porter 
was  afraid  he  wotxld  not  be  able  to  secure  the  foreign  exchange  or 
that,  if  he  does,  the  price  of  the  almonds  vrould  bo  too  high  for 
the  consumers  -in  terms  of  British  currency. 

The  combined  result  of  the  protective  clause  provisions  and 
probable  devaluation  was  a  complete  stoudstill  in  the  Italian  export 
market  in  late  August  and  early  September  insofar  as  it  applied  to 
British  business.  Devaluation  was  anticipated  by  most  of  the  Italian 
almond  exporters  end  bankers  and  therefore  v/as  no  surprise;  few,  if 
any,  were  caught  in  the  change. 

The  immediate  effect  of  devaluation  vras  the  removal  of  the  .  . 
uncertainty  of  v.'h>at  v'ould  hauuen.  This  v/as  followed  by  a  5  percent 
drop  in  terms  of  dollars.  On  October  8,  ?G  shelled  almonds  in 
Sicily  v/ere  quoted  at  $60  per  220  pounds  f.o.b,  cand  select  PG,  5*^65 
to  ^68,  The  market  soon  shov/ed  strength  v/hen  substantial  orders  v/ere 
received  from  German  buyers,  and  prices  recovered  to  about  their  Sep^ 
tember  9  levels.  The  British  so  far  have  not  resmied  their  purchases. 

The  relationship  of  pound  sterling  to  lire  and  resulting  cost  to 


f  its  own  record-breaking  crop  in 
to  show  much  interest  this  season,  purchased 


British  eonstmers  still  has  British  inporters  hesitatlnt:  to  place 
The  British  Ministry  of  Foods,  Aich  in  reoont  yeais  Ijas  purchased  nnoe 
ouantltles,  has  still  not  rosuned  its  pnrchasine.  Tne  exporters  in  It.dy. 
as  elsewhere,  are  adopting  a  waiting  attitude  to  see  where  the  dovali-aoion 

v/ill  ends 

At  present  the  exchange  rate  Is  lire  176O  to  the  British  pound  The 
sale  or  purchase  of  British  currency  By  or  on  Behalf  of  exchange  control 
in  Italy  must  Be  effected  on  the  Basis  of  the  dally 

Exuerters  of  Italian  products.  Including  almonds,  are  hopeful  that  their 
government  will  revalue  the  lire  as  they  claim  the 

of  the  two  currencies  makes  it  impossible  to  do  business  with  the  Jn.t  .  . 
Kingdom  and  certain  other  countries.  If  the  Italian  lire  is  ^svaluea,  as 
indicated  By  some  exporters,  the  revival  of  a  Brisk  Business  with  the 
United  Kingdom  can  Be  anticipated.  There  ooula  also  Be  a  suBst-ntial  .x,.ort 
Eovonenf  to  the  United  States  and  other  countries,  provided  the  internal 
price  of  almonds  in  Italy  does  not  increase  in- proportion  to  t.-e  s^e,ested 
devaluation.  They  are,  in  the  meantime,  Busy  on  Serman  and  other  Business. 

The  United  States,  which  because  of 
California  was.  not  expected  . . — 

102  tons  during  September,  .mostly  in  Sicily.  here  appears  o  e 
considerable  ontiraism  in  Italian  export. circles  with  regard  to  tne 
disposal  of  this  ycoar's  small  crop  and  the  carry-over  from  last  yeara 
It  appears  likely  that  they  will  be  able  to  sell  the  entire  quanitiy 
before  the  1950  crop  becomes  available.  The  very  good  business  - enjoye 
with  India  last  season  is  expected  to  be  resumed  again  in  tne  near  future. 
Australia  also  has  been  moaking  fairly  heavy  purch.ases., 

The  annoimcement  of  the  official  Spanish  export  trices  on  ^ptember 
13,  removed  some  of  the  uncertainty  of  likely  c-omnetition  from  that  source, 
much  to  the  relief  of  some  exporters. 

Portugal:  The  1949  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  productij^n 

in  Portugal  is  4,200  short  tons  (revised)' conpa-ed  with  2,900  tons  in  1942 
and  1,100  tons  in  1947.  The  estimate  is  the  largest  ever  made 
count ryo  The  estimate  exceeds  the  5- year  (1943-47)  average  of  2,^00  ^ens 
by  91  percent  and  the  IQ-year  (1932-^7)  ^verave- of .  2, 60O  tons  by  12  percent- 
The  estimate  for  Algarve' is  39500  tons  and  for  Douro,  700,tons. 

The  growing  conditions  were  favorable  all  season,  and  harvestings 
took  place  under  ideal  conditions.  Th«  quality  and  size  of  -^e  nuts  is 
reported  good.  The  carry-over  from  the  1942  harvest  was  about  200  tons 
vrhen  harvest  commenced,  last  August, 

Exports  during  the  1942-49  marketing  season  totaled  about  2,700  short 
tons  vrhich  was  almost  as  much  as  the  entire  production  in  9  • 

principal  buyers  of  Portug-aesc  almonds  were  Belgium,  .Sweden,  the  United 
•  States,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Prance.  The  season  started  off  slow  y 
but  picked  up  nicely  after  mid-season,  finally  ending  with  nearly  a 

complete  sell-out. 

The  Trade  started  the  1949~50  export  season  with  considerable 
optimism  and  expects  to  move  the  large  new  crop  into  export  channels 


without  too  much  difficulty,  The  trade  agreements  with  the  United  Kingdom, 
Belgium,  France,  Sweden,  and  Western  G-erraany  are  expected  to  result  in 
a  large  volume  of  exports.  The  exports  to  South  American  countries  and 
the  Union  of  ^outh  Africa,  v^hile  generally  small,  are  expected  to  he 
somev/hat  larger  than  the  previous  year.  This  expectation  is  "based  on 
the  current  attractive  prices  of  Portuguese  almonds  and  the  small  outrjut 
in  Italy,  The  possihillty  of  exports  to  the  United  States  is  not 
considered  to  offer  much  hope  in  view  of  the  record  crop  in  California, 
this  season, 

Spain ;  The  194S  preliminary  estimate  of  almond  production  in  Spain 
is  25,300  short  tons,  shelled  basis,  compared  vrith  21,000  tons  in  1548 
?uid  22,000  tons  in  1547»  The  estimate  exceeds  the  5''year  (1543-^7) 
average  of  24,500  tons  by  3  percent  and  the  10-year  (193S-47)  average 
of  24,200  tons  by  5  percent. 

Grnv;ing  conditions  during  the  pre-harvest  season  have  been  rather 
spotty.  In  the  I'4alaga  district,  conditions  have  been  very  fa,vorable 
for  the  entire  season.  In  most  parts  of  the  Valencia  district,  vfhich 
includes  the  important  provinces  of  Alicante  and  Miircia^  conditions 
have  been  very  poor  and  the  crops  vdll  be  very  light.  Reus  and  Palma 
report  more  or  less  normal  conditions  prevailed  and  good  average  crops 
are  nov'  being  harvested. 

The  1948-49  marketing  season  officially  terminated  July  3I9 
nev;  season  started  Atigust  1,  according  to  the  S-r^onish  Government,  The 
estimated  carry-over  from  the  1948  harvest  is  3»000  short  tons,  most 
of  v.'hich  are  in  Reus  and  Palma  and  txhe  balance  are  in  Valencia,  Most 
of  the  carry-over  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  growers.  The  Malaga 
district  was  reported  to  have  exhausted  tho  1943  harvest  of  e:q)ortable 
nuts.  The  Spanish  Government  permitted  the  disposal  of  some  3*30^  short 
tons  of  off-grade  shelled  almonds  for  use  in  oil  crushing  near  the  end 
of  the  season.  The  1948-49  season  comes  the  closest  to  com.plete  disposal 
of  an  almond  crop  in  Spain  in  many  yeexs. 

The  1948-49  e:cport  season  started  slov/ly  and  continued  sc  until 
after  the  new  year.  The  British  were  the  heaviest  buyers  all  through 
tho. season.  The  removal  of  import  restrictions  on  Mediterranean 
produced  nuts  in  May,  as  well  as  stepped  up  activity  by  the  British 
Purchasing  Mission,  brought  considerable  activity  into  S|:)anish  almond 
markets  and  the  volTjme  of  export.s  v/ent  up.  It  is  not  possible  to  obtain 
official  statistics  on  exports;  however,  on  the  basis  of  trade  estimates 
it  novT  appears  some  l4,000  tons  have  been  exported  during  the  season. 

The  British  Purchasing  Mission  alone  is  reported  to  have  acouired  over 
6,600  short  tons  of  shelled  nuts.  In  addition,  private  British  buyers 
’•rere  also  active.  The  British  purchases  v/ere  usually  divided  up  among 
the  districts.  They  were  still  buying  1948  harvest  in  late  Au^^ust  and 
early  September,  but  in  some  districts  supplies  are  being  exhausted. 
Imports  were  made  to  a  number  of  other  %Lropcan  countries  of  vrhich 
Sv/itzerlanc’  was  the  largest  buyer.  Exports  to  the  Unitec’  States  came 
to  an  end  because  of  countervailing  duties  e.arly  in  the  seaeon. 


The  Boletin  Oficial  del  Bstado  of  August  3,  contained  the  Spanish 
Government  regulations  covering  the  191^9  harvest  starting  with  August  1, 
provide  for  the  same  payment  t^  faraers  as  vras  the  case  in  19AS,  The 
prices  to  "be  paid  to  growers  for.  19^9  crop,  clean,  dry  sound  nuts 
delivered  to  exjoorter’s  warehouse  are  as  follov.^s:  ^ 


Per  2.20 

U.S.  cents  per 

pounds 

peseta 

pound 

Shelled: 

Jordana,  Largueta,  and 
similar  types 

11.75  ■ 

48.76 

Valencias  and  -similar 
types 

10.75 

44.61 

Mallorca 

10.25 

42.54 

Unehelled: 

Mollares 

4.05 

16.81 

■ 

\ 

Pritas 

3.50 

14.52 

Converted  at  conversion  ra,te  of  10.95  pesetas  per  U,  ,S,  dollar  in  effect 
at  time  of  announcement. 

'i  i.  % 


Trade  sources  "believe  no  export  su'bsidy  v/ill  "be  paid  this  season. 

The  Spanish  Government  established  as  of  September  15,  19^9  al.mond 
prices  for  shipment  to  dollar  areas.  Prices  for  almonds  per  100  kilo¬ 
grams,  (220  lbs)  gross  weight,  packed  in  either  50  or  100  kilogram  sacks, 
f.o.b,  Spanish  ncrt,  are  as  follows:  (110  or  220  lbs.) 

Shelled  .Umonds  United  States  Currency 


Unselected  Valencia 
Selected  Valencia,, 

Planetas, . . 

Larguetas . 

Jordanas . 

Marconas . 


^  66,66 
70.00 
72.00 
77.00 
80.00 
82.00 


Unshelled  Almonds 


Mollar .  $  30.00 

Pritas,,...,.,... . - . .  24.00 

There  is  still  a  little  uncertainty  as  to  vmether  the  Almond 
Commission  will  continue  the  practice  of  collecting  a  4.15  peseta 
(38  U. S.  cents  per  lb,  at  10.95  pesetas  per  dollar)  surcharge  on  nuts 
sold  in  the  domestic  market. 


The  effect  of  the  devaluation  of  the  British  pound  on  Spanish 
prices  and  exchange  rates  is  not  yet  clear.  There  is  no  change  in 


Spanish  official  announced  export  prices  to  dollar  areas*  The  situation 
vrith  regard  to  the  relationship  hetvreen  the  poTind  and  the  peseta  needs 
further  clarification.  The  export  sales  to  the  United  Kingdom  are, 
for  the  moment,  at  a  standstill.  Exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  on  a 
limited  scale  are  continuing  but  consist  of  commitments  made  prior 
to  devaluation,  It  is  understood  that  the  Spanish  Government  is 
working  on' nevi  export  i^rices  vrhich  vrill  bring  Spanish  products  into 
a  competitive  position  vdth  similar  products  produced  elsevrhcre. 

On  October  9,  an  extensive  new  list  of  special  excho.ngo  rates  vras 
oublished  in  the  Boletin  Oficial.  Among  the  new  special  exchange  rates 
vras  one  for  almonds  of  19* 71  pesetas  per  U.S.  dollar.  The  exporters  vdll 
not  receive  a  portion  of  the  foreign  exchange  as  "free  exenange,"  Addi¬ 
tional  special  exchange  rates  are  anticipated  in  the  near  futiirc. 

The  financial  situation  at  the  moment  has  had  the  effect  of 
temporarily  slov;ing  dov.m  the  almond  market;  hov/ever,  exporters  in 
general  feci  tha,t  once  this  matter  is  straightened  out  the  United 
Kingdom  again  will  purchase  heavily  in  Spain,  A  good  volume  of 
business  is  anticipated  from  Prance,  Sv/itzerland,  and  Sweden^  Exports 
to  the  United  States  are  considered  a  good  possibility  again,  provided 
the  countervailing  duties  are  removed  soon.  The  possibility  of  ex7>orts 
to  the  United  States  stems  from  the  reasoning  that  Italy  has  a  short 
crop  and  will  be  busy  handling  the  revived  German  business.  This 
rea,soning  seems  to  ignore  the  all-time  record  production  in  the  United 
States  and  certain  unfavorable  economic  factors  in  the  United  States 
at  this  time.  There  is  also  seme  talk  of  a  limited  business  in  Latin 
America  and  possibly  with  Germany, 


J 
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+  •  n  nf  «;hellcd  and  ■unshelled 

UHITED  STATES:  Imports  for  ^1948-49,  with  comparisons, 

almonds,  from  specified  countries,  19^6 

Season,  Scptemhcr  throup:h  August 


Year 


Other  'Total 


Prench:  i^^ly:portueal:  Spain  ‘ 


Morocco 


Short 

tons 


: Short; 
:tons  : 


Short 

tons 


; Short 
:  tons 


Short 

tons 


Short 

tons 


Shelled 


Average ; 


1944/45-19^8/49* 

1939/40-1943/49: 


,422 

,257 


:^,642 

:2,57S 


6,615 

4,543 


Annual; 

1943»,44 

1944*-45 

1945-46 

1946^47 

1947- 48 

1948- 49 


1,508 

2,054 

4,179 

4,570 


1,271 

1,218 

688 

187 

98 

206 


:6,930 

:8,061 

;7,140 

;  950 

:1,805 

;  255 


8,254 

9,325 

9,437 

3,301 

6,135 

4,878 


Unshelled 


Average : 


1944/45-1948/49: 

1939/40-1948/49; 


124 

106 


Annual; 

194^44 

1944-45 

1945^46 

1946- 47 

1947- 48 
194s^9 


than  one— half  toni 


ly  Le 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the 


:  1/ 


Bureau  of  the  Census* 


I 


J 

i 


I; 

/ 


I 


i 

I 
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IIJITED  STATES  DEPARTl'ffilfr  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Office  of  Foreign  Agriciiltural  Relations 


FOREIGJI  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR  thc  ,  ^949 


October  1949  REPORT 

Declared  exports  of  edible  tree  nuts  to  Ihited  States 
(Values  rare  f.o.b,  country  of  origin). 


Sept  enib  e  r- Augus  t 


Commodity 
h  origin 

October 

1948 

October 

1949 

Season  to  date 

1949-50  1/ 

ALMONDS 

Shelled: 

Barcelona . , . 
Lasbon ....*• 

ilaples ...... 

Palermo ..... 

Malaga . 

VrCLencia .... 

Total 

BRAZIL  NUTS 

Shelled; 

Belem 

Blanched , , 
Unblanched 
Manaus 

Blanched, , 
Ihblanched 

Tot.-.l 

BRAZIL  NUTS 

llishe].led: 

Belem. 

Manaus ■ 
Total 

CASHEl'^S 

Shelled; 

Bombay . . 

Madras 

Total 

FILBERTS 

Shelled: 

Barcelona . , , 
Naples ....-,  4 
Palermo. .... 
Istanbul. . . . 

Total 

FILBERTS 

IMs helled; 
Barcelona, . , 
Napxes ...... 

Palermo . 

Istanbul. . . . 

Pounds  - 

Dollars 

Pounds 

Dollars 

Pounds 

Dollars 

0 
,  0 

329,642 

1,092,307 

0 

0 

0 

0 

103,103 

398,502 

0 

0  . 

0 

0 

li  69,835 
27,658 
'  Q 

0 

0 

0 

2j  27,629 
8,271 

0 

0 

0 

2,640 
■  155,235 
57,420 
•  ■  0 
. 0 

0 

■  585 

62,368 
•  16,845 

0 

0 

1,421,949 

501,605 

97,493 

35,900 

215,295 

79,798 

)2/215,688 

114,510 

3/108,567 

37,128 

108,966 

4/771,474 

0 

50,490 

.  50,758 

4/304,513 

0 

20,059 

297,504 

1,265,616- 

0 

214,764 

130,722 

477,208 

0 

79,989 

330,198 

145.695  • 

930,930 

375,330 

•1,777 ,884- 

687.919 

0 

0 

■ . G 

0 

■  •  0 

179,200 

0 

17,024 

'224,000 

783,200 

30,515 

88,644 

0 

0 

179,200 

17,021 

1,007,200 

119,159 

373,450 

3,169,350 

133,405 

1,062,936 

364,700 

4,679,850 

104,131 

1,597,265 

412,200 

6,916,550 

121,539 

2,506,767 

3,542,800 

1,196,341 

5,044,550 

1,701,396 

7,328,750 

2,628,306 

0 

0 

0 

325,900 

0 

0 

0 

103,354 

0 

■  0 

0 

5/574,945 

0 

0 

0 

5/113,064 

0 

■  ' '  'R/boO 

0 

•6/675,306 

0 

900 

0 

6/134,187 

325,900 

103,354 

574.945 

113,064 

■  6777500 

135,087 

0 

0 

110 

0 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

0 

;  0 
:  0 

0 

0. 

o' 

0. 

. 0 

2,750 

0 

■  ■  '  0 

0 

375 

0 

0 

Total 

no 

12 

.  0 

0.  2,750 

375 

V^ALNllS 

Shelled: 

Bordeaux, . . , 
J-i^on  •••••••• 

N3.pj-GS  •••••• 

Istrmbui,  •  •  • 
Total 

0 

0 

116,875 

20,350 

0 

0 

49,662 

7,896 

20,150 

0 

13,788 

0 

7,792 

0. 

6,000. 

0. 

20,150 

0 

7/‘  13,788 
;  •  . 0 

7,792 

0 

Ij  6,000 
0 

137,225 

57,558 

33,933 

13,792  ^  33,938 

13,392 

Season  total  for  194S-49  shovm  op  August  1949  report  dated '  Septeinber.  8-,  ■  1949 
2j  Includes  47^600  pounds  blanched  yalued  at  $20,104. 

Includes  13,398  ooijnds  valued  at-  $6,699  Bolivian  transshipments  through  Belem. 
4/  Includes  51,414  pounds  valued  at  $18,506  Bolivi-yi  transshipments  through.  Belem, 
Includes  42^313  pounds  blanched  valued  at  $14,360. 

^  Dat.i  for  Ir.st  month  corrected  to  100,361  pounds  from  361,000  pounds. 

7/  Last  month’s  data  was  for  unshelled.  There  -ijere  no  shelled. 


USDA-OFAR  as  reported  by  U.S.  Consulates  abroad. 


W.  R.  Schreiber 
(OVER) 
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UNITED  STATES:  Imports  for  consumption  and  exports  of  specified  nuts 


Commodity  countries 
of  origin 

5-yr.av. 

1944-45/ 

194F-49 

1947-48 

1948-49 

Latest 

available 

month 

August 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

lAifPORI 

DS  1/ 

Almonds ,  shelled 

Italy  . 

2,422 

4,179 

4,370 

99 

Portugal  . . . 

479 

98 

206 

0 

Spain  . . 

3,642 

1,805 

255 

0 

Other  countries  . 

72 

53 

47 

0 

Total . . 

6.615 

6,135 

4,878 

99 

Almonds,  unshelled 

Italy  . 

3 

9 

2 

0 

Portugal  . . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Spain  . . 

116 

0 

0 

0 

Other  countries  . 

3 

2/ 

1 

0 

Total  . . . 

124 

9 

3 

0 

Brazil  nuts,  shelled 

Brazil  . . . 

787 

2,925 

2,990 

439 

Other  countries  . 

10 

2/ 

10 

0 

Total  . 

797 

2,925 

3,000 

439 

Brazil  nuts,  unshelled 

Brazil  . . '. . 

8,885 

14,336 

12,462 

3,281 

Other  countries  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  . 

8.885 

14,336 

12,462 

3,281 

Cashews,  shelled 

,  . 

India  . 

14,501 

14,749 

18,303 

1,549 

Other  countries  . 

618 

836 

390 

8 

Total  . 

15,119 

15,585 

18,693 

1,557 

Filberts,  shelled 

Italy  . 

79 

39 

43 

1 

Spain  . . 

240 

0 

0 

0 

Turkey  . . . . 

3,632 

2,398 

3,623 

155 

Other  countries  . 

45 

11 

30 

0 

TotsX 

3.996 

2.448 

3.696 

156 

Filberts ,  unshelled 

•  - 

Italy  . 

401 

3 

44 

31 

Spain  . 

6l 

0 

0 

0 

Turke3’’ . . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Other  countries  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  . 

464 

3 

44 

31 

'vTalnuts,  shelled 

France  . 

8 

6 

32 

.  .  9 

Italy . . . 

148 

137 

440 

.  10 

Turkey  . 

227 

95 

596 

.  .55 

Other  countries  . . 

121 

19 

319 

.20 

Total  . 

504 

257 

1,387 

94 

EXPORTS 

Almonds  . 

223 

145 

108 

...  3 

Filberts  3/  . 

271 

466 

194 

•  •  -0  ■  - 

Pecans 

Shelled  . 

324 

196 

560 

16 

Unshelled  . 

488 

111 

143 

96 

ra Inuts 

Shelled  . 

175 

413 

185 

3 

Unshelled  . 

2,144 

1,973 

1,144 

312 

has  been  paid  and  should  not  be  confused  with  general  import  or  declared  export 
statistics  on  page  1.  2/  Less  that  one-half  ton.  3/  Shelled  and  unshelled  not 
separately  reported. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census* 


- 


TREE  NUTS:  Estimated  forei-^n  production 
in  specified  countries 

(Rounded  to  nearest  lOO.toaafl)  ■  .  >  - 


-Trynta-i 

Average  ■ ...  * 

. Annual 

Country 

19a3-  ■  : 
1947  ; 

1938-  •• 

1947  5 

1946  j 

1947  ; 

1948  •  : 

1/  :  1/ 

3h.  tons: 

Sh.  tons: 

Sh ,  tons : 

Sh.  tons: 

Sh.  tons:  Sh.  tons 

2.t;''^0NPS,  shelled  • 

France 

Fr.  ■■Morocco 
Iran 

Italy 

Portugal 

800  : 
1,700  : 
6,500'  : 
34,S00  : 
2,200  : 
24  500  : 

700  : 
2,200  : 
7,100  : 
30,800' : 
2,600  : 
24,200  : 

.  700  : 
2,400  : 

7.700  : 
33,000  : 

3.700  : 

24.200  : 

1,000  : 
1,200  : 
6,000  : 
46,200  : 
1,100  : 
22.000  : 

1,100  300 

3,300  :  2j  1^900 

7,000  :  7,700 

18,700  :  22,000 

2,900  :  2/  4,200 

21.000  ;  25.300 

OpciXIl 

Total 

70,500  : 

67,600  : 

71,700  : 

77,500  : 

54,000  61,400 

RPA7.TT,  NUTS,  unshelled 

Brazil 

14,300  : 

23,000  : 

27,500  : 

30,400  : 

18,900  :  24,800 

ChSHETfS 

,  unshelled 

Bombay 

district 

10,400 

3/ 

16,800 

10,100 

6,800  :  V  3,500 

South 

India 

Total 

B6  2Cn 

3/ 

58.800 

16.800 

33.600  :  4/24.500 

46,600 

3/ 

75,600 

26,900 

40,400  :  4/28,000 

FILBERTS 

,  unshelled 

Italy 

Spain 

Turkey 

Total 

22,000 
25,000 
59 . 40<^ 

19,800 
:  24,000 

:  53 ,700 

:  47,800 

:  18,200 
:  QO.OOO 

:  9,900 
:  33,000 
:  60,50n 

:  26,400  :  31,300 

:  14,500  :  25,300 

:  55.000  :  93,500 

106,400 

:  97,500 

;  156,000 

:  103,400 

:  95,900  :  150,100 

TOTAL 

Shelled 

Almonds 

Unshelled 

70,500 

:  67,600 

:  71,700 

:  27,500 
:  75,600 
:  156,000 

:  39,100 

:  77,500 

;  5 4, '000  :  2/61,400 

:  18,900  :  24,800 

:  40,400  :  28,000  . 

:  95,9^0  :  150,100 

;  47,200  :  ^25,300 

Brazil  nu 
Cashews 
Filberts 
7J'alnuts 

14,300 
46,600 
106,400 
:  45 ,900 

* 

:  23,000 
:  2/ 

:  97,500 
:  59,800 

:  3P.,400 

:  26,900 

:  1C3,400 
:  57,900 

1/  Preliminary. 

2/  Revised. 

3/  Not  available.  _  .  ..v,-  +• 

4/  Includes  Goa,  separate  estimate  not  available  at  tb  is time. 

5/  France  13,300  tons,  Turkey  12,000  tons,  others  not  available. 


Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of 
governments,  reports  of  U.  S.  foreign 
research  and  other  information. 


official  statistics  of  foreign  ^ 
service  officers ,  results  of  c-ffice 


TREE  NUTS:  Estimated  United  States  production 


■  '  ■  .■■■  •  '  .  •  A^reragje  . _ .„■?  y,.  ,■  .y,  ; _ Annual  _ 

Commodity _ .  ;  1943^47  ;  1946  •  IW  •  „^948  » 

:  'Sh.tons  ;  Sh . t on s  :  Sh.tons  :  Sh.tons  ;  Sh.tons  s  Sh.tons 


■  *  '  UNSHELLED  •  :  .  ^  . 

Almonds . s  21,410  ;  27,100  :  37,800  :  29,200  :  34,000  :  42,200 

Filberts . •  5,^68  :  5,600  :  8,4^0  :  8,800  ;  6,440  :_l/  11,630 

Pecans: 

Improved . .  '2  3,570  :  25,621  :  16,818  :  22,435  5  38,276  :l/  27,050 

Seedling . ;  31,740  :  .35,657  s  21,536  :  36,885  :  50,558  :T/ 43,^600 

Tfolnuts . :  64,280  :  .68,600  t  71,900  •  64,600  :  71,100  :T/  81,  300 


Total  :  146,568  ;  162,578  ;  156,504  ;  161,920  ;  200,374  !l/2o5,78o 

1/  Revised, 


Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  Crop  Reporting  Board, 


California  almonds  are  estimated  at  a  record-large  crop  of  42,200  tons,  one- 
fourth  above  last  year’s  34,000  tons  and  nearly  double  the  1938-47  average.  .  _  '■ 

Almonds  continued  to  make  good  development  during  September,  Harvest  is 
advancing  rapidly  under  favorable  wea.ther  conditions. 

Filbert  product.ion  in  Oregon  and  Washington  is  record-large  at  11,630  tons, 
four -fifths  larger  than  last  season  and  double  the  1938-47  average.  Prospects 
in  the  northv/est  filbert  arecsare  generally  good,  .Harvest  is  expected  to  be 
completed  by  mid-October, 

Pecan  production  in  the  United  States  is  now  estimated  at  141,3  million  pounds, 
a  fifth  smaller  than  the  bumper  1948  crop  of  177 *7  million,  but  more  than  a 
fourth  larger  than  the  lO-j^ear  average  of  110,6  million  pounds.  September  was 
generally  favorable  for  development  of  the  pecan  crop  and  the  United  States 
prospects  improved  about  4  million  pounds. 

Improved  varieties  total  54.1  million  pounds,. over  one-fourth  less  than  the 
76.6  million  total  in  1948,  Seedlings  are  placed  at  87*2  million  pounds,  about 
a  seventh  less  than  last  year. 

Texas,  with  36  million  pounds,  has  the  largest  crop  of  any  State,  but  less  than 
two-thirds  of  its  1948  bumper  production  of  57  million  pounds.  During  September, 
the  Texas  crop  prospect  declined  in  the  southern  and  southeo,stern  areas,  but 
showed  miirked  improvement  in  northern,northeastern  and  western  sections  of  the 
State.  The  Oklahoma  crop  made  good  progress  and  is  now  estimated  at  31.5  million 
pounds,  over  twice  the  smo.ll  1948  production,  but  less  than  threo-f ourths  of 
the  bumper  1947  crop,  Louisiana  has  13*9  million  pounds,  about  three-fourths 
of  the  record-largo  1948  crop. 

In  the  pocan  States  east  of  the  Mississippi  River,  prospects  are  spotted  and 
production  totals  about  two-thirds  of  last  year,  but  ne.arly  a  tenth  more  than 
average.  The  Georgia  crop  of  23,8  million  pounds  is  less  than  two-thirds  of 
last  year  and  below  average.  Scab,  casebearer,  a.nd  other  diseases  and  insects 
have  caused  serious  damage  in  most  areas  of  the  State,  As  was  the  case  last 
year,  the  Stuart  variety  has  the  best  condition  and  wd"'!  make  up  a  large  percentage 
of  total  production.  In  ALabama,  vjhere  the  production  trend  has  been  up  for 
several  years,  the  indicated  crop  of  13»8  million  bushels  is  two-fifths  above 
average,  but  only  tw'o-thirds  of  last  year.  Prospects  are  best  in  the  Baldwin- 
Mobile  area  and  poorest  in  the  southeast. 

Walnut  production  for  California  and  Oregon  is  a  record-large  crop  of  81,300  tons, 
I4  percent  larger  than  last  season  and  one-fourth  above  average.  In  California, 
high  temperatures  nrevailed  in  many  ^valnut-produc in g  areas  during  early  September, 
but  indications  arc  that  there  wxs  no  material  loss  in  tonnage  because  of  excessive 
heat,  I^rvest  in  early  areas  started  in  late  September,  The  quality  of  the 
Oregon  crop  is  generally  good  and  much  bettor  than  last  season.  Harvest  is 
oxpected  to  be  general  the  second  week  of  October, 
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"JEDITERRINEAN  BASIN  ''.'ALNUT  PRODUCTION  ABOVE  AVENGE 
By  ■’"'alter  R.  Schreiber,  Agricultural  Economist 

The  1Q49  preliminary  estimate  of  welnut  P«'o<3«'=«or  in  the  leading 
commercial  producing  countries  oi  the  Mediterranean  Basin  as  65,800  tons, 
unshelled  basis,  compared  with  49,. 00  tons  in  ’■9^®  j. 

tons  in  1947.  The  estimate  exceeds  the  10-year  (W33-47)  average  ol 
Xloo  tons  by  10  percent  and  the  5-year  (1943-47)  average  of  45,800 
tons  by  44  percent.  The  estimate  for  the  Italian  production  is  the 
larges(  in  Le  past  25  years .  All  countries  reported  better  crops 
thin  las“4r.  In  the  United  States  the  all-time  high  is  reported  at 

80,500  tons. 

Growinc  conditions  in  most  countries  except  France  were  generally 
rood  most  of  the  season.  In  the  Grenoble  area  of  France  conditions 
Sere  definitely  abnormal  and  production  was  one  of  the  s^llest  in 
years.  The  Bordeaux  area  also  had  adverse  grooving  conditions  but  the 
Irop  was  somewhat  better  than  last  year.  The  this  year 

walnuts  in  all  important  foreign  producing  areas  except  Grenoble  is 

good, 

Thp  1948-49  season  closed  with  no  carry-over  reported  in  any  of  the 
maior  prodiicing  a-eas  abroad.  The  export  season  was  not  overly 
Susfac?ory  in  most  countries,  although  some  improvement  was  noted 
from  that  of  the  1947-48  season.  Italy  reports  a  very  substcintial 
improvement  in  exports  over  the  previous  year.  France,  however,  normally 
the  largest  exporter  of  v/alnuts  was  still  lagging  behind  in  exports. 
Official  statistics  for  all  of  these  countries  ere  no  now  * 

However,  from  Trade  estimates  it  appears  about  16,000  tons,  jnshAl 
basis  moved  into  international  trade  in  France,  Italy,  and  Turkeg.  The 
Sorts  from  Turkey  were  somewhat  larger  than  in  the  previous  season, 
Chinese  walnuts  appeared  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  as  season  i 

fair  volume. 

United  States  imports  of  shelled  f  ^^rf^lUo^ons 

totaled  1,387  short  tons  of  which  Turkey  supplied  596  tons,  Italy  440  tons, 

France  32  tons  and  all  other  319  tons.^  China 

those  imports  listed  from  other  countries.  In  the  1947-48  season  tne 
mited  Illtes  Imported  only  257  tons,  of  which  U7  tons  were  from  Italy 
and  95  tons  from  France.  So  far  during  the  1949-50  season  United  States 


specified  countries,  1949  with  comparisons 
(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

Balkan  ; 
coun-  :  France 
tries  ; 

Italy 

Turkey 

Foreign 

total 

United 

States 

V/orld 

total 

Short  :  Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

tons  ;  tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

Average 

1938-47 

• 

• 

15,400  :  24,600 

13,200, 

6,600 

59,800 

64,200 

124,000 

1943-47 

10,200  :  17,900 

13,700 

4,000 

45,800 

68,400 

114,200 

Annual 

1943  ^ 

• 

• 

11,200  :  12,900  • 

10,900 

5,500 

40,500 

63,800 

104,300 

1944 

10,100  :  22,000 

13,800 

5,500 

51,400 

71,800 

123,200 

1945 

9,800  :  12,100 

16,500 

2,000 

40,400 

70,900 

111,300 

1946 

10,200  :  10,700 

13,200 

5,000 

39,100 

71,900 

111,000 

1947 

9,700  :  32,000 

14,000 

2,200 

57,900 

64,600 

122,500 

1948  y 

11,400  :  13,100 

15,400 

10,000 

49,900 

71,100 

121,000 

1949  1/ 

13,000  r  13,300 

27,500 

12,000 

65,800 

80,500 

146,300 

"ij  Preliminary, 

OFAR,  IBDA,  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of 
foreign  governments,  reports  of  U,  S,  foreign  service  officers,  results  of 
office  research  or  other  information. 


-  3.-- 

imports  have  totaled  17  tons  compared  with  64  tons  for  the  same  period 
last  season. 

The  1949-50  export  season  in  Italy  started  off  vrith  almost 
unprecedented  activity.  The  sales  at  times  were  reported  to  be  so  active 
especially  to  England,  that  shipping  space  lagged  behind  sales  by  two 
weeks.  In  France  the  export  prospects  are  a  little  brighter  than  a  year 
ago  and  a  fair  amount  of  business  is  anticipated'  although  the  season’s 
total  "V'rill  no  doubt  be  considerably  below  that  of  a  normal  prewar  year. 

The  French  domestic  market  which  in  the  postwar  years  has  absorbed  most 
of  the  crop  is  not  as  active  so  far  this  season. 

The  export  season  in  Turkey  is  expected  to  be  an  active  one,  vnth 
soiTE members  of  the  trade  predicting  about  2,200  tons  of  kernels  and 
4,700  tons  of  unshelled  walnuts  available  for  export.  The  United  Kingdom 
is  expected  to  be  the  principal  buyer  this  season.  There  appears  little 
likelihood  of  exports 'to  the  United  States  in  a  volume _ comparable  to  last 
season  in  view  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  nut  market  and  the 
unprecedented  available  supply  of  nuts  in  the  United  States  this  season. 

There  is  little  to  indicate  any  material  change  in  the  1948-49  . 
pattern  of  disposal  in  the  Balkans  during  the  present  season.  One  of 
these  countries  is  reported  to  be  making  offers  in  l^estern  Europe  ^ut 
to  date  has  had  no  takers,  Chinese  walnuts  probably  will  not  appear  in 
United  States  markets  in  volume  this  season. 

Balkans;'  The  1949  production  of  walnuts  in  the  Balkan  countries  is 
estimated  to  be  about  13,000  ehort  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  with 
11,400  tons  in  194"  an  '  9,700  t  ns.  in  1947,  '  The  esti  late  exceeds 
the  5-year  (1943-47)  average  of  1J,200  tons  by  31  percent  but  is  16 
percent  below  the  lO-year  (1938-47)  average  of  15,400  tons, 

Gro'wing  conditions  for  the  area  as  a  whole  were  generally  satisfactory, 
however,  in  some  sections  drought  caused  an  abnormal  drop.  New  plantings 
were  reported  in  various  sections  to  replace  trees  lost  from  various 
causes  during  the  war  period.  The  extent  of  these  new  plantings  is  not 
known  but  is  thought  to  be  very  small. 

The  1948-49  exportable  surplus  was  disposed  of  almost  entirely  in 
eastern  European  countries.  There  are  reports  of  occasional  offers  made 
to  Western  Eurooean  countries,  aad  there  were  a  few  minor  sales  to  these 
countries.  On  the  basis  of  availabls  information  there  was  no  carry-over 
from  1948.  The  disposal  of  the  1949  harvest  is  expected  to  follow 
closely  the  pattern  of  the  1948  harvest.  It  is  reported  that  one  of 
the  Balkan  countries  has  recently  made  offers  in  western  Europe  and 
a  few  sales  are  anticipated.  The  volume,-  hovrever,  is  expected  to  be 
small. 


% 

iC44. 


China -India ;  The  present  political  and  economic  condition  of  China 
has  made  it  practically  impossible  to  obtain  more  than  fragmentary  information 
on  the  North  China  walnut  situation.  The  exports  made' last  season  were  more 
or  less  refugee  stocks  and  it  now  appears  unlikely  that  exports  will  be  made 
this  season,  at  least  until  spring.  It  is  understood  that  a  government- 
sponsored  company  is  to  be  formed,  known  as 'the  North  China  Native  Produce 
Company  which  Avill  endeavor  to  export  walnut  kernels.  Private  traders  claim 
under  existing  conditions,  they  are  unable  to  export  walnuts  profitably. 

The  Vv'alnut  situation  in  Kashmir  and  Jammu  States  is  abo'it  as  usual, 
according  to  preliminary  reports.  Production  in  these  States  averages  abo\]t 
5,000  tons,  of  AAThich  about  3,000  tons  are  shipped  out  of  the  States  to  other 
parts  of  India,  Pakistan,  and  for  export*  India  exports  and  imports  walnuts 
on  a  minor  scale  and  is  of  little  importance  in  the  international  trade  in 
this  commodity, 

France;  The  1949  preliminary  estimate  of  walnut  production  in  France  is 

13.300  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  with  13,100  tons  in  194S  and 
32,000  tons  in  1947.  The  estimate  is  only  74  percent  of  the  5-year  (1943-47) 
average  of  17,900  tons  and  54  percent  of  the  10-year  (1938-47)  average  of 
24,600  tons.  In  the  Grenoble  district  it  is  estimated  the  crop  totaled  about 

2.300  short  tons  of  which  1,100  tons  were  ’’Grenobles"  and  the  balance  other 
types.  In  1948  the  crop  T/as  5,200  tons  of  which  3,700  tons  were  "Grenobles" 
and  the  balance  other  types.  In  Bordeaux  the  1949  crop  is  estimated  at 
10,000  tons  of  which  there  are  about  3,300  tons  of  Comes,  2,700  tons  of 
^/arbot.and  1,100  tons  of  other  table  varieties.  The  balance  are  shelling 
varieties.  In  1948  the, crop  of  walnuts  in  the  Bordeaux  area  was  estimated 
at  7,200  tons  of  which  there  were  about  3,000  tons  of  Comes,  1,800  tons 

of  ¥arbot,  and  1,400  tons  of  other  table  varieties , while  the  balance  were 
shelling  types. 

The  groTdng  conditions  in  the  Grenoble  district  were  very  unsatisfactory 
most  of  the  season.  The  long,  dry  weather,  starting  in  June,  caused  an 
abnormally  heavy  drop  and  poor  quality.  In  Bordeaux,  conditions  vrere  consider 
ably  better  and  a  much  better  crop  of  nuts  was  harvested  than  in  the  previous 
year.  There  vras  also  considerable  dry  weather  in  the  Bordeaux  district,  but 
the  drop  was  not  excessive.  The  nuts  did  not  size  and  as  a  result,  there  are 
more  small  nuts  than  normal.  The  quality  of  the  walnuts  in  the  ’Bordeaux 
district  is  good,  while  that  of  Grenoble  is  below  average. 

The  1948  harvest  of  walnuts  for  all  practical  purposes  was  completely 
disposed  of  long  before  new-crop  nuts  became  available  this  year.  The  bulk 
of  the  1948  nuts  were  consumed  in  the  domestic  market  as  has  been  the  case  in 
recent  years.  Exports  of  shelled  walnuts  from  Bordeaux  totaled  about  60  short 
tons,  of  ■which  Canada  purchased  about  28  tons  and  the  United  States  10  tons, 
Germany  was  the  destination  for  11  tons,  the  Netherlands  7  tons,  and  the 
balance  went  to  colonies  and  Ireland,  The  exoortation  of  unshelled  nuts  was 
somewhat  more  successful,  with  a  total  of  l,05l  tons  reported  to  August  1.1949 
England  was  the  destination  for  1,038  tons  of  the  total,  and  Denmark  one  ton, 
and  the  balance  w'as  shipped  to  French  colonies.  The  exports  from  the  Lyon 
district  were  reported  to  have  totaled  880  short  tons  of  unshelled,  all  to 
the  United  Kin,^dom,  and  55  short  tons  of  shelled  to  the  United  States,  The 
total  exports  from  all  of  France  was  115  tons  of  shelled  and  2,031  tons  of 
unshelled,  according  to  a\’’ailable  information,  Eijring  the  season,  about 

20  short  tons  of  shelled  walnuts  from  French  Morrocco  were  imported,  which 
leaves  a  net  export  of  95  tons  of  shelled  nuts.  This  is  in  marked  contrast 


■i 


to  the  large  tonnage  of  walnut  exports  prior  to  1940. 

The  outlook  for  the  1949-50  marketing  year  is  still  a  little  obscure, 
largely  because  of  the  devaluation  of  the  British  pound  and  the  currencies 
of  several  other  countries.  It  is  not  believed,  however,  that  devaluation 
will  seriously  affect  the  disposal  of  the  crop.  The  marketing  year  has 
only  just  started  and  information  on  its  trend  is  therefore  preliminary. 
Most  members  of  the  trade  seem  to  feel  that  because  of  lower  prices  the 
domestic  market  will  absorb  more  shelled  and  unshelled  nuts.  They  expect 
a  fair  amount  of  export  business  to  be  done  with  England,  Belgium, 
Switzerland,  and  Germany,  The  trade  in  general  has  little  hope  of 
exporting,  to  the  United  States  in  view  of  the  record  large  crop  in  this 
country.  The  supply  of  fresh  fridts  is  more  plentiful  than  last  year, 
and.  some  members  of  the  trade  feel  that  in  order  to  sell,  walnuts  must 
be  cheaper  than  last  year.  It  is  reported  that  English  buyers  have  made 
some  inquiries  for  unshelled  nuts,  but  are  slow  in  making  contracts  as 
long  as  the  Italian  supply  is  reasonably  priced. 

One  firm  offered  Bordeaux  extra  halves  for  tl45  per  220  pounds  f,o,b., 
Invalides  |130  and  Arlequins  at  ^i)l20  prior  to  devaluation, 

Italy;  The  1949  preliminary  estimate  of  walnut  production  in  the 
Naples -Surrento  district  in  Italy  is  27,500  short  tons,  unshelled  basis, 
compared  mth  15,400  tons  in  194B  and  14,000  tons  in  1947,  The  estimate 
exceeds  the  10-year  (1938-47)  average  of  13,200  tons  by  108  percent  and 
the  5-year  (1943-47)  average  of  13,700  tons  by  101  percent.  The  estimate, 
if  it  materializes,  will  be  the  largest  in  the  past  25  years.  The  crop 
of  Sorrento  mountain  varieties  was  particularly  heavy,  ' 

The  grooving  weather  was  somewhat  unusual  this  season.  The  winter 
was  exceptionally  dry,  while  the  spring  and  early  summer  were  unusually 
wet,  There  w^re  heavy  rains  and  strong  vrinds  which  Were  thought  to  have 
caufeed  a  heavier  tdan  normal  drop.  The  summer  months  were  very  dry. 

The  Weather,  however,  seems  to  have  caused  little  damage  since  the  crop  is 
good. 


The  1948  crop  nuts  were  completely  disposed  of  by  June,  The  United 
Kingdom,  Benelux  Countries,  Brazil,  and  Argentina  purchased  heavily  during 
the  season,  Switzerland  and  the  United  States  also  purchased  important 
quantities.  Export  statistics  for  the  year  are  not  available.  It  is 
reported  that  the  tonnage  was  near  a  record. 

The  1949-50  export  season  promised  to  be  another  active  one  early  in 
September  with  the. British  reported  as  having  made  important  commitments 
for  October  delivery.  At  the  time  of  these  early. contracts  British  importers 
were  guaranteeing  an  exchange. rate  of  2,317  lire  to  the  pound.  This 
guarantee  apparently  assumed  there  would  be  no  devaluation,  A  short  time 
before  devaluation  British  importers  seemed  to  become  a  little  dubious  and 
curtailed  buying.  About  this  time  United,  States  importers  are  reported  to 
have  made,  inquiries  for  unshelled  walnuts.  The  Italians  were  willing  to 
sell  unshelled,  at  .'jjilOO  per  220  pounds  f.o.b,  but  United  States  importers 


offered  only  ^92,00.  Shipment  was  made  to  the  United  States  of  25  short 
tons  valued  at  $8,000  during  late  September, 

The  devaluation  of  the  British  pound  and  other  currencies  September  19 
was  not  a  complete  surprise  and  finally  put  an  end  to  the  rumors  regarding 
such  action.  At  first  the  ^rket  remained  inactive,  but  as  the  meaning  of 
devaluation  became  a  little  clearer  British  purchases  were  resumed.  The 
British  purchases  by  October  9  had  reached  such  a  volume,  according  to  some 
trade  members,  that  there  was  not  enough  shipping  space  to  carry  the  walnuts  , 
to  England,  Prices  have  been  rising  steadily  and  exporters  are  meeting 
considerable  difficulty  filling  their  commitments.  Growers  became  aware 
of  the  strong  demand  and  steadily  increased  their  asking. prices ,  There  are 
reports  that  the  crop  is  nearly  sold  out.  It  is  believed  this  is  the  result 
of  growers  asking  more  and  more  for  walnuts  and  holding  back  supplies. 

There  are,  no  doubt,  still  some  available  nuts  in  the  district,  although 
the  quantity  may  be  limited. 

By  October  19  unshelled  Sorrentos  were  offered  fo.b,  Naples  at  $98 
per  220  pounds  and  Partenopes  at  $80  with  available  supplies  limited.  In 
addition  to  the  British  purchases,  it  is  understood  that  sone  business 
with  Germany  has  also  been  done, 

Turkey:  The  1949  preliminary  estimate  of  v/alnut  production  in  Turkey 
is' 12,000  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  mth  10,000  tons  in  1948  • 
and  2,200  tons  in  1947,  The  estimate  which  relates  to  the  exportable 
surplus  only,  exceeds  the  5-year  (1943-47)  average  of  4,000  tons  by  200 
percent  and  the’ 10-year  (1938-47)  average  of  6,600  tons  by  82  percent. 

The  Turkish  walnut  production,  unlike  filberts,  figs  and  raisins,  is 
not  concentrated  in  one  area.  The  grov/ers  are  scattered  over  the  country 
and  the  individual  holdings  are  very  small.  Growers  generally  have  relatively 
few  trees  and  sell  the  surplus  walnuts  to  local  traders.  This  season  it  is 
reported  the  walnut  trees  in  the  higher  elevations  had  an  abundant  set 
and  the  nuts  were  of  very  good  quality.  The  upland  walnuts  are  usually 
exported  unshelled,  Walnut  trees  in  the  lower  altitudes  were  not  as_ 
heavily  set. 

The  1948-49  season  closed  with  practically  no  carry-over.  Exports 
of  shelled  walnuts  during  the  season  totaled  about  1,911  short  tons,  of 
which  Canada  purchased  1,354  tons,  the  United  States  231  tons 'and  Egypt 
117  tons.  The  balance  of  the  shelled  nuts  exported  were  sold  to  the 
Netherlands,  Switzerland,  South  Africa,  Syria,  Greece  and  Mexico. 

Exports  of  unshelled  walnuts  during  the  season  totaled  about  3,024  short 
tons,  of  which  the  United  Kingdom  purchased  2,478  tons,  Sweden  22  tons, 
the  Netherlands  14  tons,  Brazil  41  tons  and  the  balance  went  to.  a  number 
of  other  countries,  mostly  in  the  Near  East, 

The  1949-50  export  season  is  Just  getting  underway  and  is  expected 
to  be  fairly  active.  The  quantity  available  for  export  in 'Turkey  does 
not  depend  so  much  on  the  size  of  the  crop  as  it  does  on  the  prices  paid 
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growers.  If  the  prices  are  attractive,  the  grower  will  deliver  more  to 
the  local  buyer.  If  prices  are  low  the  nuts  are  consumed  at  home.  This 
season,  while  the  prices  offered  to  growers  were  a  little  lower  at  the 
start  of  the  season,  the  crop  was  more  abundant  which  would  make  growers 
a  little  more  willing  to  sell.  Prices  of  most  items  in  Turkey  are  a  little 
lower  than  last  year.  It  is  now  estimated  by  trade  members  that  there  will 
be  about  2,200  short  tons  of  walnut  kernels  available  for  export  this  season. 
They  estimate  a  probable  4^700  tons  of  unshelled  will  be  available  for  i;,xport 
this  season. 

Exporters  believe  that  the  United  Kingdom  again  will  be  the  principal 
buyer  of  unshelled  walnuts.  The  United  Kingdom  has  removed  all  restrictions 
on  the  importation  of  Turkish  nuts  and  in  view  of  the  agreement  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  Turkey  whereby  the  United  Kingdom  may  use  funds  oYind  it 
by  Turkey  to  purchase  Turkish  products  a  large  volume  of  exports  is 
anticipated  to  the  United  Kingdom,  It  was  reported  that  from  the  opening 
of  the  present  season  to  November  1,  the  United  Kingdom  had  already  purchased 
1,100  short  tons  of  unshelled  walnuts  at  f.o.b,  Istanbul  prices  of  .f224  to 
$280  per  2,200  pounds.  It  is  -understood  some  of  these  sales  were  made  on  a 
basis  of  12  percent  unsound  nuts.  The  first  sales  were  at  the  lower  figure 
and  the  more  recent  ones  have  been  at  the  higher.  The  fact  that  the 
Italian  crop  has  nearly  been  exhausted  and  is  steadily  increasin'^  in  price 
■will  help  such  sales.  The  small  French  crop  will  also  bring  other  foreign 
buyers  to  Istanbul, 

Although  Gennany  is  back  in  the  filbert  market  for  the  first  time  in 
many  years  it  appears  iraprobaHe  that  import  licenses  -70.11  be  granted  German 
importers  for  Turkish  walnuts.  Barter  deals  will  not  be  made  this  year, 
Turkish  authorities  are  working  on  a  set  of  regulations  to  specify  and 
standardize  types  and  qualities  of  walnuts  for  exports.  The  new  regiilations 
are  not  expected  to  become  effective  before  the  1950—51  export  season. 
According  to  some  members  of  the  trade  there  has  been  little  interest  sho-vm 
from  the  United  States  so  far  this  season.  This  is  attributed  to  the 
record-breaking  United  States  crop  and  over-all  slow  nut  market  in  United 
States  so  far  this  season.  At  present,  exporters  are  -vdlling  to  sell  shelled 
walnuts  to  the  United  States  on  the  basis  of  $95  per  220  pounds  f,o,b, 
Istanbul  made  up  as  follows:  10  percent  white  halves,  40  percent  white 
pieces,  10  percent  bro-wn  halves  and  40  percent  brown  pieces.  The 
alternative  offer  is  $125  per  220  pounds  made  up  as  follows:  25  percent 
white  halves,  25  percent  white  pieces^  25  percent  brov^n  halves  and  25  percent 
bro-wn  pieces.  There  have  been  no  export  sales  of  shelled  nuts  to  date  and 
exporters  now  feel  a  decline  in  prices  quoted  may  result. 


UNITED  STATES:  Imports  and  exports  of  walnuts 
(Crop  year,  September-August) 


Average 

• 

• 

Annual 

Countries 

19WA5 

• 

;  1947-48 

•  • 

V~ 

1949-50 

1948/49 

,  1946-47 

.  1948-49  . 

•  • 

Short 

•  Short 

•  Short 

•  Short  * 

Short 

tons 

•  tons 

“  tons 

•  tons  • 

tons 

IMPORTS  - 

Shelled 

China . 

14 

21 

6 

42 

3 

France , , . , 

8 

0 

6 

32 

9 

Italy . 

148 

139 

137 

440 

8 

Turkey..., 

227 

287 

95 

596 

60 

Other . 

107 

12 

13 

277 

22 

Total, ., 

504 

459' 

.   257. 

1.387 

102 

I  M  P  0 

RTS  - 

Uhshelled 

China . 

y 

0 

0 

0 

Italy . 

30 

115 

3 

34 

0 

Other . 

6 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Total, . , 

36 

118 

3 

34 

0 

EXPO 

RTS  - 

Shelled 

Canada. . , . 

136 

1 

0 

0 

y 

Cuba ...... 

1 

89 

1 

364 

5 

135 

1 

5 

Europe , . , . 

u 

0 

Other . 

38 

31 

44 

49 

1 

Total... 

4 

175 

122 

 413 

185 

6 

EXPORTS  - 

Unshelled 

Canada .... 

1,244 

1,442 

748 

467 

174 

CiiId^  •••••• 

235 

215 

253 

294 

0 

Europe,. ,, 

105 

325 

33 

0 

0 

Other ..... 

493 

586 

768 

383 

.  2 

Total. . , 

2,077 

2,568 

1,802 

1,144 

176 

1/  One  month,  September, 
^  Less  than  one-half  ton. 


Compiled  from  official  sources  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census, 


UNITED  STATES  DEPAHTT’ENT  OF  AGRICTJLTITRE 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 

FOIiEIGN  AGRICUL'UJRE  CIRaTLAR  December  5,  1949 

:  NOVE^'EER  1949  REPORT  LIBRARY  Of  THt 

Declared  exports  of  edible  tree  nuts  to  United  States 

■  (Values  are  f.o.b.  country  of  origin)  !  U  (949 


Septemb  er-^Augus  t 


Commodity 

N  '0  V  E 

.M  B  E  .R  ■ 

-.N  O.'  V  E  1 

origin 

1948. 

1949 

1949-50  1/ 

Pounds 

'  Doll.ars 

Pounds 

Dollars 

Pounds 

Dollars 

ALUONDS 

Shelled;  • 

Barcelona  . . 

■  0 

0 

■  •  ,  0 

0 

. 0 

0 

Lisbon  ...... 

'  0 

0 

0 

.  -0 

2,640 

585 

Naples-  . . . 

441,050 

154,828 

2/  '■  82,737 

2/  31,066 

237,972 

93,434 

Palerm.o  , 

1,327,013 

■  ■  413, 4U 

3-5, 961 

14,195 

93,381 

31,040 

Malaga  . 

387,800 

162,968 

0 

•  .  .0 

0 

0 

Valencia-  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

. . 0 

0 

Total  .... 

2,155,863 

731,210 

118,698 

45,261 

333,993 

125,059 

BRAZIL  NUTS 

Shelled;  ' 

Belem 

Blanched  . . ) 

0 

0 

297,504 

130,722 

Unblanched  ) 

187;512 

91,989 

571,560 

204,500 

.1,837,176 

3/  654,625 

Manaus 

- 

Blanched  ,  ) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unblanched  ) 

44,682 

i6 , 602 

204,270 

69,322 

419,034 

149,311 

Total 

232,194 

108,591 

775,830 

273,822 

2,553,714 

4/  934,658 

BRAZIL  NUTS 

Unshelled; 

r 

Belem . . 

■  ■  0 

0 

:  0 

0 

224,000 

30,515 

Manaus  ..... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

783 , 200 

88,644 

Total  .... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1,007,200 

119,159 

CASHE.TS 

Shelled; 

■  - 

Bombay  ..... 

289,000 

107,266 

332,000 

85,557 

744,200 

207,096 

Madras  . 

4,336,600 

1,674,153 

3,576,750 

1,264,800 

10,493,300 

3,771,567 

Total  .... 

4,625,600 

1,781,424 

3,908,750 

■1,350,357 

11,237,506 

3,978,663 

FILBERTS 

Shelled; 

Barcelona 

0 

0 

•  0 

0 

0 

0 

'KTanl  ps  ..... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2,200 

900 

Palermo  .... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Istanbul  ,. . . 

1,032,370 

217,957 

641,083 

121,805 

1,316,389 

255,992 

T  Ot  cl3_  •  •  •  a 

1,032:,  370 

217,957 

641,083 

121,805 

1,318,589 

256,892 

FILBERTS 

Unshelled;, 

Barcelona • . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Naples  ..... 

0 

0 

0 

■  0 

•  2,750 

375 

Palermo  ..... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Istanbul  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

■  0 

0 

Total  .... 

0 

.0 

0 

0 

2,750 

375 

■’7ALNIJTS  ! 

Shelled; 

Bordeaux  . . . 

0 

0 

19,250 

9j293 

39,400 

17,085 

Lyon . 

0 

0 

0 

•  0 

0 

0 

Naples  .....  ■ 

701, 668 

367,393 

3,748 

1,740 

■  17,536 

7,740 

Istanbul  ... 

110,231 

47,307 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  .... 

811,899 

414,700 

22,998 

11,033 

56,936 

24,825 

1^''  3  months'-  September  through  Nover±)er. 

^  Includes '28,000  pounds  blanched  valued  at  $11,872. 
3./  October  re-'/ised  from  $304,513  to  $277,430. 

4/  October  revised  from  $375,330  to  $348,247. 

USDA  -  OFAR.  As  reported  by  U.  S.  Consulates  abroad. 


FN 

FN  21-49 


b'.  R.  Schreiber 
( over ) 


UNITED  STATES: 


Imports  for  consumption  and  exports  of  specified  nuts 
Crop  year,  September-August 


Commodity  &  countries 
of  origin 


Almonds,  shelled 

Italy  . . . . . 

Portugal  . 

Spain . . . . 

Other  countries 


Total  .... 
Almonds,  unshelled 


Italy . 

Portugal  . 

Spain . . 

Other  countries 
Total  .... 
Brasil  nuts,  shell 


Brazil  . 

Other  countries 

Total  ... 
Brazil  nuts,  unshei 


Brazil  . . 

Other'  countries 
Total 

Cashev/s ,  shel  le  d 
India  .......... 


Other  countries 

Total  .... 
Filberts,  shelled 

rtaly . 

Spain . . . . . . 

Turkey  . . 

Other  countries 


Total  ... 
Filberts,  unshelled 


Italy  . . 

Spain . . . .  < 

Turkey  . . 

Other  countries 

T  ot a 1  ... 
Walnuts,  shelled 


i'  ranee  . . . . 

Italy  . 

Turkey  . . 

Other  countries 


Total 


ed 


Almonds 
Filberts 
Pecans  ~ 
Sfeel  l-ed  . 
Unshelled 
Walnut  s 
Shelled  . 
Unshelled 


4/ 


b-vr.  av. 

1/ 

Latest 

19lh-W 

19k7-k3 

I9k8-k9 

i9k9-50 

available 

19U8-li9 

month 

• 

September 

hort  tons 

Shoft  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

IMPORTS  2/ 

2,U22 

k,  179 

k,  370 

71 

71 

U79 

98 

206 

1 

1 

3,6i+2 

i;805 

255 

0 

0 

72 

.  53 

k7 

5/ 

3/ 

6,615 

6,135. 

6-,  376 

72 

72 

5 

9 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

116 

0 

0 

■  .  0 

0 

5 

3/ 

1 

0 

0 

12k 

9 

3 

0 

0 

'  787 

2,925 

2,990 

•  673 

673 

10 

3/ 

10 

0 

0 

■  797 

2,925 

0 

0 

0 

675 

675 

8,885 

Ik,  336 

12,k62 

k,638 

k,  638 

,  0 

0  . 

0 

■  0 

0 

6,655 

Ik, 536 

12,k62 

k,638 

k,638 

Ik,  501 

lk,7k9 

18,.?)  5 

1,075 

1,075 

618 

836 

■  390 

■  0 

0 

15,119 

15,585 

18,693 

1,075 

1,075 

79 

39 

k3 

3 

3 

2k0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3,632 

2,398 

3,623- 

278' 

278 

k5 

11 

30 

O' 

0 

3,996 

2,kk8 

3,696 

281 

281 

:koi 

3 

kk 

•8  • 

■ 

8 

61 

6 

0 

•O--  ’ 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0  . 

.  .0  . 

0 

k6k 

3 

kk 

8 

8 

■  8 

6 

32 

9 

Q 

lk8 

137 

kko 

■  8 

6 

227 

95 

596 

60 

60 

121 

19 

319 

25  • 

25 

50k 

257 

1,387 

102 

102 

c 

EXPOiPTS 

223 

lk5 

108 

6 

6 

271 

k66 

19k 

■  3/ 

32k 

196 

560 

U-Q 

k8 

k88 

111 

lk3 

171 

171 

175 

kl3 

185 

6 

6 

2,lkk 

1,973 

l,lk-^ 

4 

4 

176 

k 

176 

1/  1  month  only,  September  1949 •  2/  The  tonnages  shov/n  in  import  for  consumption 

table  are  tonnages  on  which  duty  hi~s  been  paid  arid  should  not  be  confused  with 
general  import  or  declared  export  statistics  on  page  1.  3/  Less  than  one-half 

ton.  i^/  Shelle'd  and  unshelled  not  separately  reported. 
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TREE  NUTS:  Estimated  foreign  production 
in  specified  countries 


(Rounded  to  nearest  100  tons) 


Average 

Annual 

193B^ 

19h7 

19)43- 

19147 

19k6 

19147 

I9I48 

1/ 

19149 

1/ 

Sh. tons 

Sh, tons 

.  Sh,tons 

Sh*  tons 

Sh. tons 

Sh*  tons 

ALMOITDS,  shelled 

France 

.700 

800 

700 

1,000 

1,100 

■300 

Fr.  Morocco 

2,200 

1,700 

2,1400 

1,200 

3,300 

1,900 

Iran 

7,100 

6,500 

7,700 

6,000 

7,000 

7,700 

Italy 

30,800 

3)4,800 

33,000 

146,200 

18,700 

22,000 

Portugal 

2,600 

2,200 

3,700 

1,100 

2,900 

14,200 

Spain 

2li,200 

214,500 

214,200 

22,000 

21,000 

25,300 

Total 

67,600 

70,500 

71,700 

77,500 

514,000 

61,1400 

FILBERTS,  unshelled 

Italy 

19,800 

22,000 

147,800 

9,900 

26,1400 

31,300 

Spain 

2li,000 

25,000 

18,200 

33,000 

1)4,500 

25,300 

Turkey 

53,700 

59,1400 

90,000 

60,500 

55,000 

93,500 

Total 

97,500 

106,1400 

156,000 

103,1400 

95,900 

150,100 

WALNUTS,  unshelled 

Balkan 

countries 

i5,Uoo 

10,200 

10,200 

9,700 

11,1400 

13,000 

France 

2i',600 

17,900 

10,700 

32,000 

13,100 

13,300 

Italy 

13,200 

13,700 

13,200- 

114,000 

15,^00 

27,500 

Turkey 

6,600 

14,000 

5,000 

2,200 

10,000 

12,000 

Total 

59,800 

145,300 

39,100 

57,900 

149,900 

65,800 

TOTAL 

Shelled 

Almonds 

67,600 

70,500 

71,700 

77,500 

514,000 

61,1400 

Unshelled 

Brazil  nut 

23,000 

11^,300 

27,500 

30,14-00 

18,900 

2/  35,200 

Cashews 

146,700 

l4b,l400 

75,600 

26,900 

2/51,000 

■2/  36,900 

Filberts 

97,500 

106, hoo 

: 156, 000 

103,^00 

-  95,900 

~  150,100 

R'alnuts 

59 '800 

45,800 

39,100 

57,900 

149,900 

65,800 

1/  Preliminary,  £/  Revised, 


Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign 
governm.ents ,  report.s  of  U,  S,  foreign  service  officers_,  results  of  office 
research  arid  other  information. 


TREE  NUTS:  Estimated  United  States  production 


Commodity 

I938-I47  :  19i43-)47 

I9I46  :  I9I47  :  19)48  :  1/  19h9 

Almonds. . . 

Pecans : 

Improved . 

Seedling . 

T/alnuts ........ 

Total 

Sh.tons  :  Sh,  tons 

Sh.tons  :  Sh.tons  :  Sh.tons  :  Sh.tons 

21,1400 

5,568 

23,570 

31,7)40 

6)4,200 

27,100 

5,600 

25,621 

35,657 

63,1400 

UNSHELLE] 

37,800 

8,1450 

16,818 

21,536 

71,900 

D 

29 , 200 
8,800 

22,1435 

36,885 

6)4,600 

3)4,000 

6,lll40 

38,276 

50,558 

71,100 

141,000 

11,2)40 

23,697 

l4l,l4ll 

80,500 

1)46,1488 

162,378 

156,50)4 

161,920 

200,37)4 

197,8)48 

l/  Revised, 

Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  Crop  Reporting  Board 


PRODUCTION  AND  IvIAffiffiTIUG  ADMINISTRATION 


USDA  to  Assist  in  Diverting  iVal.iuts  and  Almondst 

Ti'ie  USDA.  announced  November  18  programs  to  encourage  the  diversion  of  walnuts  and 
almands  to  outlets  other  than  t'aose  constituting  their  normal  channels  pf  trade. 
Considei-ation  is  being  to  a  similar  program  for  filberts. 

Producers  of  walnuts  and  almonds  are  faced  with  record  crops  which,  if  allov/ed  to 
enter  normal  markets,  would  seriously  depress  -the  prices  received  by  groy/ers.  The 
diversion  programs  lyill  supplement  the  walnut  marketing  agreement  and  order  program 
and  extend  assistanoQ  to  almond  g'rowers  who  have  no- 'such  program,  having  only 
recently  become  eligible  to  operate  under  a  marketing  agreement  and  order. 

Unshelled  walnuts  equivalent  to  million  pounds  of  kernels  and  5  million  pounds 
of  shelled  almo?ids  may  be  diverted  under  the  programs  announced  today.  The  rates 
of  paym.ent  to  encourage  such  diversion  are  to  be  10  cents  per  pound  of  unshelled 
v/alnuts,  (basis,’  walrruts  containing  2p  percent'  kernels),  and  IJ4.  c.ents  per  pound  of 
unshelled  almonds,  (basis,'  almonds  containing  46  percent  kernel). 

The  diversion  of,  these  supplies  will  still  leave  the  m.arket  with  miore  walnuts  and 
almonds  than  were  available  in  the- 191+8  seasoHj  and  prices  to  consumers  are 
expected  to  be  reasonable. 

The  Department,  in  announcing  this  aid  to  nut  growers,  emphasized  that  there  is 
need  for  .srov/ers  to  re-examine  miarketing  agreement  and  order  programs  they  nov-r  have 
or  are  dov.eloping,  wi.th  a  view  to  stabilizing  prices  in  all  of  t'neir  market  outlets 
and  avoiding  excess  supplies  in  any  one  outlet.. 

In  order  to  take  advantaire  of  facilities  available  bo  them  and  to,  avoid  the  neces¬ 
sity  for  the  type  of  direct  assistance  announc-ed  today,  existing  miarketing  a^ree- 
r.'.ents  will  need  to  be  amended,  or  new'  programs'  developed,  before  another  marketing 
season.  Department  officials  said, 

Almond  and  ''i'/alnut  Program  Forms  Available: 

The  USDA  announced  on  November  50,  I9I+9  that  applications  for  participation  in  the 
almond  and  walnut  diversion  program,  announced  Uovcrrfbcr  18  v;ill  be  mailed  within  a 
fev;  days  to  knoi/n  packers  and  shellers.  Growers  who  qualify  as  packers  or  shellers, 
as  defined  in  the  terms  and  conditions,  may  participate. 

Detailed  information,  including  forms,  on  'the  almond  program'  may  be  obtained  from 
J.  E.  Dryce,  100  Plaza  Building,  9^1  Tenth  Street,  Sacramento  I4,  California. 
Similar  information  and  forms  for  California  walnuts  may  be  obtained  from  M.  T. 
Coogan,  1206  Santee  Street,  12th  P'loor,  Los  Angeles  I5,  California;  and  for  Oregon 
and  YiTashingtcn  'walnuts  from  TfJ'.  J,  Broadhead,  515  S.ViT.  Tenth  Street,  Portland  5» 
Oregon. 

Com.pleted  anplications  mus-t  be  received  by  the  Director,  Fruit  and  "V^egotable  Branch, 
Production'  and  Marketing  Administration,  United  States  Departmvent  of  Agriculture, 

’v’/a shington'  25,  E.  C.,  bj/-  December  I3,  1959*  After  applic  ti'ons  have  been  considered 
by  the  Department,  aoplicants  Will  'be  notified,  of  the  quantities  approved  for 
diversion.  -  ' 


USDA  to  Assist  in  Diverting  Filberts: 

The  USDA  announced  on  November  50,  19^+9  ^  diversion  program  for  unshelled  filberts 
produced  in  Or-egon  and  'Urshington.  The  diversion  program  is  to  supplement  a 
marketing  agreement  program. 

Payments  will  be  m.ado  to  producers  through  the  Filbert  Control  Board  on  the  un- 
shcllcd  .filberts  diverted  to  the  domestic  shelling  trade,  to  export,  or  to  other 
outlets  not  competitive  v;ith  the  unshellod  market.  The  diversion  and  exportation 
must  take  place  in  the  period  beginning  today  and  ending  April  ,  195D* 
payments  to  producers  arc  to  be  equivalent  to  not  more  than  5*5  cc-nts  on  each 
pound  of  fil'berts  which  has  been  certified  as  surplus,  under  the  filbert  marketing 
agreomo'nt  program,  by  March  31.  1950* 

Tho  entire  sum  of  money  paid  to  the  Filbert  Control  Board  is  to  be  distributed 
equitably  to  grov/ers  on  the  basis  of.  each  producers'  contribution,  t.o.  .the  surplus. 

Under  the  raarkotin,g  agreement  program  a  surplus  percentage  is  established  represent¬ 
ing  that  part  of  a  year's  total  supply  of  unshellod  filberts  which  5 s  in  excess  of 
normal'  domestic  outlets.  'The  surplu's  for-  the  19U9  season  has  b'oen'  established  at 
25  percent  or  approximately  3.COO,OCKD  pounds.  ■  •  .  . 

The  Department,  in  announcing  this  aid'to  filbert  producers,  emphasized  that  there 
is  nee'd  for  thorn  to  re-examine  the  nrrrketing  agreement  and  order  program  now  in 
effect,  with  a  view  to  stabilizing  Prices  in  all  of  their  market  outlets  and 
avoiding  excess  supplies  in  any  one  outlot.  ^ 

In  order  to  take  advantage  of  facilities  available  to  them  and  to  avoid  the  neces¬ 
sity  for  the  type  of  direct  assistance  announced  today,  tho  existing  marketing 
a.greemiont  will  need  to  be  amended,  or  a  new  orogram  developed,  before  another 
marketing  season,  Dopartmont  officials  said. 
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INDIA  1914.9  CASHEW  HARVEST  BELOW  AVERAGE 
By  W,  R.  Schreiber,  Agricrltural  Economist 

estimate  for  Indian  cashew  production  has  been  revised 
unshplled  basis  compared  with  51,000  tons  (revised) 
estimate  is  20  percent  below  the  10~year 
(-.3--47)  average  of  1|8,700  tons  and  I7  percent  below  the  5-year 
average  of  146,600  tons.  These  estimates  include  production  in  Portup-uese  Goa, 
The  estimtes_^are  for  Indian  production  of  cashews  only  and  do  not  include 
imports  from  liast  Africa© 

The  cashew  tree  grows  wild  in  many  parts  of  India  and  there  are  very  few 
coirmiorcial  plantings.  The  nature  of  the  industry  makes  it  extremely  difficult 
even  under  tne  most  favorable  conditions  to  accurately  forecast  or  estimate 
production.  In  addUion  to  being  a  wild  crop,  there  are  three  crops  a  year 
lAf.xicn  furuner  complicates  estimating  the  size  of  the  harvest.  The  first 
blossoms  appear  in  December  and  the  fruit  is  ready  for  harvest  in  February. 

he  iirat  crop  usually  yields  about  50  percent  of  the  year's  harvest.  The 
secona  blossom  takes  place  in  February  and  the  fruit  is  ready  for  harvest  about 
1  blossom  usually  produces  about  35  percent  of  the  harvest, 

blossoming  occurs  in  April  and  produces  fruit  in  June  which  makes  up 

harvest.  During  191,9.  the  first  two  blossoming 
conditions  which  greatly  reduced  the  crop.  The 
'  *  .  ,  ossom  this  season  benefited  from  late  rains  and  turnea  out  to  be 
consi  era  ^y  arger  than  nad  been  anticipated.  The  Indian  produced  nuts  are 
estim.ated  to  have  produced  about  9,700  short  tons  of  kernels. 

African  unshelled  cashews  during  I9I49  are  said  to  have 
totaled  about  p'o  000  short  tons  or  the  equivalent  of  26,1,00  tons  of  kernels. 

abLt°5  10^''^  kernels  dur'ing  191,9  in  India  therefore,  was 

frn^  ^  r  carry-over  from  the  19l,,8  crop.  Exports 

from  January  to  August  totaled  aboub  12,300  short  tons  and  before  the  end  of 

wn*l/tpv  19,000  tons.  Consumption  in  India,  mostly  off  grades 

ill  take  the  balance  of  the  estimated  supply  and  no  carry-over  into  1950^i s 
anticipated.  The  imports  of  cashews  from  East  Africa  are  expected  to  be  the 
argest  on  record.  The  African  crop  was  large  while  the  Indian  crop  was  below 

clchew^to  r  suoplied  a  total  of  35,753  tons  of  unshelled 

cashews  to  Inaia  during  the  first  half  of  19l49, 


INDIA:  Cashew  nuts,  estimated  production,  19i|.9 
with  comparisons. 


(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


19l)B  1/ U/ 

19149  yy 


11,800 

5.300 


39.200 

33.600 


Year 

Unshelled 

Bombay 
di  strict 

1/ 

South 

India 

Total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Average 

' 

1938-U7 

£/ 

£/ 

U8,700 

1943-^7 

10,i4D0 

36,200 

1*6,600 

Annual 

1943 

6,700 

51,100 

37,800 

1914I+ 

3.(00  ' 

28,000 

33.600 

19ii5 

12,600 

U6,200 

58,800 

19L1& 

16,800 

58,800 

75.600 

I9k7 

10,100 

16,800 

26,900 

51,000 

58,900 


St 


N- 


1/  Includes  Goa* 

2/  Not  available* 

3/  Revised. 

Ii/  Preliminary* 

OFAR,  USDA*  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of 
foreign,  governments,  reports  of  U*S.  Foreign  Service  officers,  results  of  cffioe 
research  and  other  information* 
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It  VIO.S  estimated  that  on  October  1  the  available  supply  of  cashew  kernels 
for  exnort  in  India  totaled  about  600  short  tons*  According  to  Indian 
statistics  exports  during  the  first  half  of  19U9  from  South  India  totaled 
8,292  short  tons  of  which  tons  were  to  the  United  States,  I4.O9  tons  to 

Mexico,  196  tons  to  Canada,  and  the  balance  to  various  other  countries.  Bombay 
during  the  same  period  exported  I65  tons  of  which  66  tons  were  to  Pakistan, 

14,7  tons  to  Hong  Kong,  o.nd  tons  to  the  United  States. 

The  outlook  for  the  remainder  of  this  season  and  for  the  1950  season  is  a 
little  confusing  at  this  time.  Devaluation  of  various  currencies  in  September 
resulted  in  a  higher  price  of  African  cashews  in  terms  of  Indian  rupees.  A 
rumor  started  early  in  October  that  an  export  duty  would  be  asseasod  by  the 
Indian  Government  on  export  of  cashews  to  the  United  States  and  this  caused 
some  importers  of  African  nuts  to  hold  back  on  normal  purchases  in  Africa  for 
next  year’s  operations.  In  siddition,  another  rumor  v/as  heard  on  the  Bombay 
rrarket  to  the  effect  that  a  United  States  firm  v/as  planning  to  purchase  about 
33i 600  short  tons  of  unshelled  cashew  nuts  in  Portuguese  East  Africa  to  extract 
shell  oil.  Exporters  believe  that  the  American  firm  probably  will  destroy  the 
kernels  in  the  process,  thus  reducing  the  available  195^  supply  of  edible 
kernels  by  Sjl+OO  short  tons.  It  is  reported  a  British  firm  has  constructed 
an  oil  mill  for  the  crushing  of  cashew  nuts  in  British  East  Africa  and  may 
process  the  mits  purchased  by  the  American  company. 

If  the  weather  and  growing  conditions  in  India  during  December  19U9 
tlirough  June  1950  sire  favorable  a  normal  cashew  crop  is  expected  which  would 
to  some  extent  offset  the  loss  of  African  nujis  reported  sold  to  the  American 
firm.  It  is  generally  believed  by  exporters  that  cashew  kernels  during  the 
next  season  and  possibly  into  1951  will  be  slightly  higher  priced  than  before 
devaluation.  There  is  some  reason  to  believe  Indian  importers  of  ii-frican  nuts 
will  refuse  to  buy  until  prices  decline  to  more  realistic  levels.  A  govern- 
m.ont  export  duty  if  levied  will  cau^e  still  higher  prices. 
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-UNITED  STATES:  Imports  of  cashew  nuts 


(Crop  year,  September-August) 


t 

i 

e 

• 

• 

Shelled 

Brazil 

• 

India  : 

Others 

Total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons  : 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Averages 

1939-48 

16U 

12,338  1 

■  225 

12,727 

I9I4U-U8 

281 

< 

1 

114,501  * 

: 

337 

15,119 

■ 

Annual 

• 

« 

: 

m 

k  • 

■ 

no  :  3,619  5 

309 

U.038 

19l4U-i*5 

37U  '  10,239  = 

20U 

« 

10,817 

» 

19^^146 

303 

13,892  : 

292 

lli.ltB7 

» 

19i4jS-li.7 

309 

• 

15,323  * 

• 

383 

16,015 

19U7-i*8 

351 

1I*,7U9  > 

• 

14B5 

15, 585 

19148-149 

1 

66 

1 

18,303 

• 

32U 

18,693 

19ii9-50  1/  i 

0 

1,075  * 

0 

1,075 

1 

t 

1/  1  month  only,  September  19l^» 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  • 
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BRAZIL  NUT  HARVEST  IN  19i4.9  SURPASSES  EARLIER  PREDICTIONS 
By  Walter  R.  Schreiber  ,  Agricultural  Economist 


The  1914.9  preliminary  estimate  of  Brazil  nut  production  in  Brazil,  after 


some  wide  fluctuations  during  the  season,  is  now  placed  at  35^200  short  tons 
compared  with  18,900  tons  in  I9I48  and  30,1400  tons  in  19l47»  Early  in  the 
season  trade  sources  predicted  a  harvest  of  about  33,000  short  tons  but  as 
the  season  advanced,  estimates  were  reduced  and  reached  a  low  of  214,800  tons 
in  July. 

The  nature  of  this  industry  is  such  that  it  is  difficult  to  obtain 
reliable  estimates  of  production.  The  production  depends  on  market  conditions 
rather  than  nuts  on  the  trees  and  only  a  small  fraction  of  the  nuts  on  trees 
ever  are  harvested.  The  season  is  about  over  and  final  returns  indicate  the 
largest  crop  since  I9I1O  was  gathered  in  19l49»  The  estimate  is  55  percent 
larger  than  the  10-year  (l938"l47)  average  of  23,000  tons  and  more  than  twice 
the  5-yQ^i’  (^9k3~U7)  average  of  114,300  tons. 

The  I9I49  estimate  of  production  is  distributed  as  follows;  Belem  17,900 
short  tons;  Manaus  15,600  tons;  Parintins  9OO  tons  and  Itacoatiara  800  tons. 
These  estimates  may  be  compared  with  those  for  I9I48  which  were  as  follows; 

Belem  10,900  tons;  Manaus  6,300  tons;  Parintins  1,000  tons  and  Itacoatiara 
600  tons.  iVhile  it  is  much  too  early  and  the  1950  harvest  has  only  just 
started.  Trade  sources  now  predict  a  harvest  30  percent  smaller  than  that  of 
19h9^  This  early  prediction  is  based  on  the  poor  flowering  of  the  trees. 

As  previously  stated,  the  gathering  of  nuts  is  more  dependent  on  price  than 
on  the  quantity  available  on  the  trees.  If  a  brisk  market  develops  with 
attractive  prices,  additional  supplies  can  be  brought  out  of  the  more  remote 
areas  of  the  vast  Amazon  Jungle.  The  potential  production  of  Brazil  nuts  is 
tremendous  in  view  of  the  vast  area  in  which  these  nuts  are  found.  The  export 
price  and  demand  stimulates  or  retards  the  collection  of  the  nuts  each  season. 
The  wide  fluctuation  in  estimates  of  production  in  I9I49  is  "the  result  of  the 
condition  of  the  market  rather  than  of  the  actual  supply  of  nuts  in  the  jungle. 

The  I9I49  season  started  with  fair  activity  and  early  sales  were  gratifying 
to  exporters.  The  United  Kingdom  eased  its  import  restrictions  fairly  early 
in  the  season  v/hich  permitted  importers  in  that  country  to  purchase  substantial 
tonnages.  Canadian  buyers  also  were  active  early  in  the  season.  In  some 
respects  the  season  resembled  a  normal  prewar  year  with  the  English  buying 
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BRAZIL  NUTS*  Estimated  oommeroial  produotion  in 
Brazil,  1949  with  comparisons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 
r.  ‘  Unshelled  basis 


Year 

Brazil 

I - 

*  Short  tons 

•  , 

(Averages*  , 

1938-47 

23,000 

1943-47 

14.300 

Annual* 

» 

1943 

3.600 

\ 

1944 

3,300 

1945 

\ 

6,800 

1946 

27,500 

1947 

30,400 

1948  1/ 

18,900 

1949  1/ 

2/  35,200 

■ 

l/  Preliminary* 

. 

2/  Revised* 

OFAR,  USDA*  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics 
of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  U«  S*  Foreign  Service  officers,  results 
of  office  research,  and  other  ixifomation* 


•  /*  y'  4  T* 
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early  and  the  United  States  buying  in  volume  a  little  later.  The  Brazilian 
exporters  v/ere  not  entirely  satisfied  with  prices  received  on  export  sales, 
claiming  they  were  losing  money  on  the  transactions.  By  mid-season  many  of 
thorn  were  ready  to  stop  their  season’s  operations,  but  business  and  prices 
began  to  rise  and  additional  large  tonnages  were  brought  in  from  remote  areas 
and  exported. 

On  the  basis  of  prelimina.ry  export  statistics  it  appears  that  exports 
from  the  Amazon  Basin  during  the  first  7  months  of  19U9  totaled  11,611-0  short 
tons  of  unshelled  and  2,68?  tons  of  shelled  nuts. 

The  United  States,  as  usual,  war  the  principal  destination  for  exports  of 
Brazil  nuts.  During  the  first  7  months  of  19U9  according  to  Brazilian  statistics 
10,028  short  tons  of  unsholled  nuts  valued  at  |1,903j476  and  tons  of 

shelled  nuts  valued  at  |1,927j554  exported  to  the  United  States,  An  addi¬ 

tions!  715  tons  of  unsholled  ana  155  tons  of  shelled  were  exported  to  the  United 
States  during  August,  During  the  same  period  the  United  Kingdom  purchased 
1,625  tons  of  unshelled  and  36  tons  of  shelled.  Exports  on  a  small  scale  were 
made  to  Belgium,  Netherlands,  New  Zealand,  Portugal,  and  South  Africa,  By 
September  1,  it  was  estimated  that  only  l,i|.85  short  tons  of  unshelled  nuts  from 
the  I9U9  harvest  remained  unsold.  It  is  reported  that  these  consisted  of  825 
tons  of  large  Manausy  550  tons  of  mediums  and  110  tons  of  small  at  Belem. 

The  trade  had  inquiries  from  the  United  Kingdom,  United  States  and  Germany  at 

that  date  which  would  absorb  the  small  remaining  stocks  and  close  the  season. 

/ 

British  Guiana.  A  trial  shipment  of  1,000  pounds  of  Brazil  nuts  gathered 
in  the  interior  Rupununi  district  was  distributed  recently  to  local  merchants 
by  the  marketing  organization  of  the  British  Guiana  Department  of  Agr.i  culture . 

The  nuts  appear  to  be  up  to  ordinary  commercial  standards,  and  new  orders  are 
being  pl.aced  by  the  merchants.  Export  possibilities  are  being  considered,  with 
asauranccs  already  received  that  Canada  will  purchase  quantities  of  these  nuts. 

The  source  of  supply  is  a  belt  of  xvild  nuts  in  the  Rupununi  ’which  runs  on  • 
into  Brazil.  A  potential  production  of  100,000  pounds  a  year  is  given  as  a 
conservative  estimate.  The  high  cost  of  gathering  the  nuts  and  the  air  freight 
of  6  cents  por  pound  are  factors  hindering  the  new  industry.  (British  Guiana 
currency:  U.  S.  fl.GO  is  now  equal  to  B.  G.  II.70  approximat-  ly) . 
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Brazil 

Other 

Total 


Brazil 

Other 

Total 
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UNITED  STATBSt  Imports  of  Brazil  nuts 
(Crop  year,  September-August) 


X 

• 

1  Average 

• 

• 

Annual 

rear  s  x 

>  1939Ao->  19I4VU5- 
;  19I48A9  1  l9hB/lS 

.  X  X  I  , 

X  i  X  ^ 

191+6-14.7  X  19147-1+8  s  191+8-1+9  X  19I+9-50 

X  X  X 

•  Short  *  Short 

•  tons  *  tons 

•  e 

Short  -*  Short  *  Short  *  Short 
tons  '  tons  *  tons  *-  tons 

X  X  X 

SHELLED 


:  s 

3,389  :  2,627  * 

:  I 

75  ■  u  < 

: 


s  3,U6k  t  2,631 


3,2^ 

12 

3.272 


2,925  *  2,990 
2/  t  10 
2,925  i  3.000 


673 

0 


673 


UN  SHELLED 

:  :  X  t  t 

8,178  *  8,885  »  11.739  *  1U,336  :  12,U62  :  U.638 

t  :  X  t  X 

14.:  Ox  0:  Ox  Ox  0 

-  :  -  X  -  X  — - -  X  ■  ■  -■  ■■-  X 


8,182  :  8,885  «  11.739  *  lU.336  *  12,U62  x 

X  *  X  X  X 


1^.638 


^  1  month  only,  September  19^49 < 

2/  Loss  theua  one-half  ton* 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census* 
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UNITED  ST4TES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 

FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CURCULAR  January  19^0 

December  1949  REPORT  ^  t  Li  . _  - 

Declared  exports  of  edible  tree  nuts  to  United  States 

(Values  are  f.o.b.  country' 6f' origin)  ..  -i 

Sept ember “August  _ _ 


Commodity 
&  origin 


December 

1948 


Pounds 


AUIONDS 
"Shelled: 
Barcelona . 
Lisbon 


0 
0 

Naples . 489*665 

Palermo,....:  1,448,11?  : 

Ifelaga . .  ® 

Valencia..,.:  6 


Total.....*  1,9^7*782 


BRAZIL  IRJTS  ; 

Shelled': 

_ _  • 

Belem  , 
Blanched . 
Unblanched): 
Manaus  • 

Blanched . .)( 

'  Unblanched)’ 

Total . . .  t 

BRAZIL  NUTS  *; 
Unsheiied; 

• 

B  e  le  m ......  ^ 

.  Manaus .....  *_ 

Total, . . .  ■ 

•  * 

CASHEWS  ! 


82,962 


0 


Dollars 


0 

0 

159, 349 

444,943 

0 

0 


Pounds 


0 

0 

2/  40^600 
187,408 
0 
0 


604,292 


39,9B2 


December 

1949 


UPjjV'R  ^  V  pr 


Dollars 


0 

•  -0 

2/  16, 844 

y 

0 

.  0 


228,008 


0 


5/  548,130 


6,932 

0 


6,922 


4/  16,844 


.  0 

164,506 


•673 

,0 


673 


Season^  to*  da't'e'  /§ 

1949-^0  1/ 


Pounds 


0 

2,640 

278,572 

280,789 

0 

6 


562,001 


297,504 

2,285*306 


.230,932 

■783*200 


.1,014,132 


Dollars 


3/ 


0 

585 

110,278 

0 

0 


4/  110,863 


130,722 

819*131 


31,188 

88,644 


119*832 


276,144 


filberts 

She  liedT:  . 

BarceTona . .  : 
Naples . . 


0 

9 

0 


0: 


0: 

0. 
0  ’ 


0 

900 

0 

401,285 


T.t.nbul...*  009,716-  irV,Z^o.o/ 

....0  '  VSTtP? - 179. in.  6QA.Od5'  .145.293.  ?.015,544_ 

402,185 

.1  y  y  9  • 

FILBERTS  . 

UnshelTed;  . 

Barce Iona ....  5 

Naples ,....*  ^ 

Palermo. , . . :  W 

Istanbul. . .  ; 

• 

•  •  k 

§;  6,6i§:  ,  ■•■848 

8;  .  s;  ■  8 

-  y  ^  -  •  r%  - 

0 

■  .  9,364 

0 

...  0 

Q 

1,81§ 

0 

1  .219 

WALNUTS 
Shelled: 

"Bordeaux . . , 

fcpleL  16’,  580 

Istanbul,..'  278 ,269 

Total.  . . . : 

1/  3  months,  September  through  December.  ^  ,  . 

7/  Includes  25,200  pounds  blanched  valued,  .  pounds  valued  at 

1/ Not  available,  4/  Excluding  w  includes  47*040  pounds  blanched 

ti#,  170  Bolivian  tranihipments  through  Belem.  6/  mciu 

valued  at  '3l5*750« 

T,  R.  Schreiber 
(over) 


USDA  -  OFAR.  AS  reported  ty  U.  S.  Consulates  abroad. 
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UNITED  STATES:  Imports  for  consumption  and  exports  of  specified  nuts 


Crop  year. 

Sept  emb  e  r-Augus  t 

Commodity  and 
countries  of  origin 

5-yr.  av. 

1944-4^/ 

1948-49  . 

1947-48  : 

1948-49  : 

1949-50 

Latest 

available 

month 

October 

Short  tons 

Short  tons; Short  tons; 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

-- 

: IMPORTS  2/; 

Almonds,  shelled 

2,422 

4,179  : 

4,370.  : 

111 

40 

479 

98  ; 

206  j 

4 

3 

Spain  . . 

3,642., 

1,805  : 

255 

0- 

0 

Other  countries  ..... 

,72 

53  t  • 

47 

-6  • 

8 

6,615 

6,135  : 

4,878 

123 

51 

Almonds,  unshelled 

Italy  . . •; . 

3 

9  ; 

2 

'0 

0 

'.2 

0  ; 

0 

0 

0 

116 

■0  ; 

.0 

0 

0 

Other  countries  . 

^3 

3/  : 

1 

0 

0 

Total  . 

124 

9  : 

3 

■  0 

0. 

Brazil  nuts,,  shelled 

787 

2,925  : 

2,990 

.  1,122 

449 

Other  countries  . 

10 

3/  ■  : 

10 

0 

0 

797 

2,925  : 

3,000 

1,122 

449 

Brazil  nuts,  unshelled 

< 

8,805 

14,336  :/ 

12, 4<^ 

6,757 

2,119 

Other  countries  ..... 

0 

0  ; 

0 

0 

0 

Total  . . . 

14,336  ; 

12,462 

6,757 

2,119 

Cashews,  shelled 

. 

'  ’ 

14,501 

14,749  : 

18,303 

3,033- 

1,958 

Other  countries  ..... 

'  618 

836  ; 

390 

276 

276 

Total . 

15,119 

15,585  : 

18,693 

3,309 

2,234 

Filberts,  shelled 

Italy  . . . . . . 

79 

39  : 

43 

7 

4 

'  240 

0  • 

0 

0- 

'  -  •  0 

3,632 

2i-398  ; 

3,^3 

434  •  156 

Other  countries- . 

45 

■ . il 

30 

0 

0 

3,996 

2,446  ; 

37555“ 

44l 

TSo” 

Filberts,'  unshelled 

401 

3  : 

44 

11 

3 

61 

0  ; 

.  0 

0 

0 

2 

0  : 

0 

.  0 

0 

.Other  countries  ..... 

•  0 

■  ~0  ; 

.  0 

.  .  0 

0 

Total  . 

464 

'  3  : 

44 

,11 

3 

Y/alnuts,  -shelled 

8 

6  ; 

■32 

9 

0 

.  1  -*  « 

148 

137  : 

440 

■22 

14 

227 

95  : 

596 

92 

32 

Other  countries  ..... 

121 

'  19  : 

319 

.  45 

20 

Total 

^04 

257  : 

1,387 

66 

EXPORTS 

Almonds  .  . 

i  $23 

145  : 

108 

53 

47 

Filberts  4/' . . .  • » 

271 

466  ; 

194 

192 

192 

> 

~  ■  Pecans  *  ■ 

:  324 

196"'; 

560 

84' 

36 

Unshelled  ........... 

-488 

. Ill  ■; 

.  .143 

175 

4 

Vfelnuts 

Bhelled 

4  175 

413  ; 

185 

•  9 

3 

Unshelled  . . . . . 

:  2,144 

.  1,973  : 

1,144 

431 

255 

1/  2  months,  September  and  October.  ^  The  tonnages  shovm  in  3££ort f^^ 

Consumption  table  are  tonnages  on  which  duty  has  been  paid  and  should  not  be^^ 
confused  with- general  import  or  declared  export  statistics  on  page  1.  ^  ©ss 
than  one-half  ton.  4/  Shelled  and  unshelled  not  separately  reported. 


TREE  EXITS:  Estimated  foreign  production 
in  specified  countries 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  tons) 


(  Average 

• 

Annual 

■1938-1947*1943-1947 

:  : 

1946  ] 

1947 

19,4;  ; 

:  Sh.  tons  : 

• 

• 

• 

France . *  700 

French  Morocco. :  2,200 

Iran . .  7^100 

Sh.  tons 

800 

1,700 

6,500 

34,800 

2,200 

24,500 

Sh.  tons  ; 

AMONDS, 

700 

2,400 

7.700 
33,000 

3.700 

24.200 

Sh.  tons 

shelled 

1,000 

1,200 

6,000 

46,200 

1,100 

22,000 

Sh.  tons  : 

1,100 

3,300 

7,000 

18,700 

2,900 

21,000 

Sh.  tons 

300 

1,900 

7,700 

22,000 

4,200 

25,300 

Total . !  67,600 

70,500 

71,700 

77,500 

,4,000 

61,400 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Italy . .  19,800  :  22,000 

FILBERTS, 

47,800 

18,200 

90,000 

unshelled 

9,900  :  26,400 
33,000  :  14,500 

60,500  :  55»ooo 

31.300 

25.300 

93s 500 

Total . *  97,^00  ;  106,400 

156,000 

103,400  1  95,900 

150,100 

WALMJTS,  unshelled 


Balkan  countries.: 

France . . : 

Italy . . 

Turkey . . 

• 

To*fc£il  ••••••• 


Shelled  ; 

Almonds . . 

Unshelled  : 

Bracil  nuts . . . . : 

Cashews . . . . 

Filberts . . 

X'lalnuts . I 

Preliminary. 


15,400  ; 
24,600  : 
13,200  ; 
6,600  ; 

10,200  : 
17,900  ; 
13,700  : 
4.000  : 

10,200  ; 
10,700  : 
13,200  : 
5,000  : 

9,700 

32,000 

14,000 

2.200 

;  11,400 

:  13,100 

;  15,400 
:  10.000 

:  13,000 

:  13,300 

:  27,500 

:  12,000 

59,800  ; 

45,800  ; 

39,100  ; 

57,900 

;  49,900 

•  65,800 

TOTAL 

67,600  : 

70,500  : 

71,700  : 

77,500 

:  54,000 

:  61,400 

23,000  ; 
48,700  : 
97,500  : 
59,800  : 

14,300  ; 
46,400  : 
106,400  : 

45,800  : 

27,500  : 
75,600  : 
156,000  : 
39.100  : 

30,400 

26.900 
103,400 

57.900 

:  18,900 

:2/  51,000 
:  95,900 
:  49,900 

•.2/35,200 
:2/  38,900 
:  150,100 
:  65,800 

Revised. 


Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  bas 
ments ,  reports  of  U.  S.  foreign 
and  other  information. 


is  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  govern- 
service  officers,  results  of  office  research 


TREE  NUTS;  Estimated  United  States  production 


Commodity 

Average 

Annua 1 

1938-47  :  1943-47 

1946  :  1947  ;  1948  :  1949 

ai.  tons:  Sh.  tons 

Sh.  tons: 

Sh.  tons;  Sh.  tons;  bh.  tons 

21,400 

5,568 

23,570 

31,740 

64,200 

27,100 

5,600 

25,621 

35,657 

68,400 

UNSH.J 

37,800 

8,450 

16,818 

21,536 

71,900 

5LLED 

29,200 

8,800 

22,435 

36,885 

64,600 

34,000  :]/  39,000 
6,440  :  11,240 

38,276  ;  V21,583 
50,558  '.y  35,265 

71,100; :l/  85,500 

TT-i  ThRT*+:R  ......... 

Pecans : 

VJalnuts . 

To"fcal*  •••••• 

146,488 

1^,378 

156,504 

161,920 

200,374  ii/ 192, 588 

Revised. 


Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  Crop  Reporting  Board. 
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World  1914.9  Filbert  Production  Estimsit^e'^oWer' 

By  Vif.  R,  Schreiber,  Agricultural*^ licoMfilfs^;*  ILliOO;^ 


Ihe  19^9  preliminary  estimate  for  filbert  pix)duction  in  Italy,  Spain, 
Turkey,  and  the  United  States,  the  leading  commercial  producing  countries, 
at  midseason  has  been  revised  downward  to  lii8,0U0  short  tons.  The  estimate 
is  percent  above  the  10-year  (1938-14?)  average  of  103,068  tons  and  30 
percent  above  the  5-year  {V)k3~hl)  average  of  113,621;  tons.  The  total 
production  is  the  second  largest  on  record. 

The  estimate  for  the  United  States  is  at  an  all  time  high  while  that 
for  Tu.rkey  has  been  exceeded  only  once.  The  present  estimate  reflects  an 
increase  in  the  estimate  for  Italy  and  the  United  States  and  decreases  for 
Spain  and  Turkey  from  that  of  September  12, 

On  the  basis  of  the  best  available  estimates  at  this  time,  it  appears 
some  59ilj-O0  short  tons  unshelled  basis  are  still  available  abroad  or  about 
1;3  percent  of  the  19h9  production  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin  countries.  The 
bulk  of  the  remaining  stocks  are  in  Turkey  \'iiiere  it  is  estimated  about 
1;0,000  tons  remain.  Italy  is  estimated  to  have  some  15,1;00  tons  and  Spain 
1;,000  tons. 

The  exports  from  these  countries  so  far  in  the  19l;9-50  season  on  an 
unshelled  basis  is  estimated  to  have  totaled  51i?600  tons  of  vdiich  Turkey  is 
reported  to  have  e^^Dorted  1;1,000  tons,  Ihe  total  e^fports  from  the  three 
countries  represents  about  1;0  percent  of  the  19li-9  production. 


1/  Preliminary  report  of  a  study  of  foreign  market  outlets  and 
competition  v/ith  United  States  filberts,  conducted  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act,  ♦ 


FILBERTS,  unshelled:  Estimated  production  in  specified  countries, 

19i4.9  with  comparisons 

(Foreign  production  rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Italy 


Spain 


Turkey 


Short  tons; Short  tons; Short  tons 

t 
t 
t 


:  19,800  ;  2i+,000  *  53,700 

97.500  i  5,568 

103,068 

X  22,000  ;  25,000  s  59,UOO 

:  t  : 

:  t  ; 

106,1+00  ;  7,221+ 

113.62+ 

»  '  *  s' 

t  t  ; 

;  21,500  ;  38,000  ;  52,800 

112,100  :  6,520 

'  118,620 

t  15,700  :  18,000  g  33,000 

66,700  1  5,320 

72,020 

S  *  • 

;  1+7.800  :  18,200  t  90,000 

St: 

156,000  1  8,1+50 

i 

161). +50 

*  9.900  t  33,000  '  :  60,500 

103,1+00  t  8,800 

112,200 

•  •  • 

f  26,iiD0  :  li+,500  S'  55,000 

;  :  t 

• 

95,900  :  6,1+luO 

X 

102,31+D 

t  33,000  t  18,000  :  85,800 

:  X  : 

136,800  g  11,21+0 

t 

11+8,01+0 

Mediter-  ; 
ranean  : 


United 

_  .  States 

Basin  t  n-i  j 

^  ^  ,  unshelled 

total  ; 


Short  tons; Short  tons 


World 

total 


Short  tons 


1/  Preliminary.  .  . 

2/  Revised. 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis 
of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  U.  S.  foreign  service 
officers,  results  of  office  research  and  other  information. 


-  - 


The  19h9-$0  export  season  has  not  been  as  active  as  the  supply 
available  and  attractive  prices  v/ould  indicate.  So  far  Germany  has  been 
the  chief  destination' of  exports  vdth  a  reported  11,000  tons  from  Turkey 
being  shipped  to  that  country.  The  United  Kingdom  was  the  second  best 
market  for  filberts,  followed  by  Switzerland  and  the  Netherlands.  The 
United  States  has  been  a  poor  market  this  season  primarily  due  to  the 
large  domestic  crop  and  slow  domestic  market. 

The  I9I4.9-50  season  now  give.s  promise  of  ending  with  one  of  the 
largest  carry-overs  of  recent  years.  On  the  basis  of  present  indications 
it  appears*  only  Spain  will  have  disposed  of  its  19^9  crop  before  new  crop 
nuts  become'  available.  Unlosp  an  unexpected  demand  develops  betv/een  now 
and  this  fall  all  other  countries  will  have  a  sizeable  carry-over.  In 
Italy  and  Turkey  because  of  large  19^9  harvests  growers  believe  a  small 
harvest  is  to  be  expected  in  19^0.  It  is,  of  course,  much  too  early  to 
form  any  definite  or  reliable  opinion  regarding  the  new  crop.  The 
anticipated  large  carry-over  in  all  countries  except  Spain,  plus  only 
average  crops  in  the  U  principal  producing  countries  makes  it  appear 
certain  that  ample  supplies  of  filberts  vi,all  be  available  at  the  start 
of  the  1990-51  season  to  take  care  of  any  normal  demand  during  that 

season.  ^ 

Italy 

The  19lt9  preliminary  estimate  of  filbert  production  in  Italy  is 
33,000  short  tons  (revised)  unshelled  basis  compared  with  26,1+00  tons  in 
19^  and  9,9^0  tcoB  inl947.  The  estimate  is  6?  percent  above  the  10-year 
(1938-1+7)  average  of  19,800  tons  and  90  percent  above  the  9-yGS.r  (19U3-U7) 
average  of  22,000  tons.  The  estimate  for  the  Naples-Avellino  district  has 
been  increased  to  2l+,200  short  tons  and  that  for  Sicily  reduced  to  8,800 
tons  • 

The  stocks  remaining  on  hand  at  midseason  in  all  of  Italy  are 
estimated  to  total  l^,k00  short  tons  unshelled  basis.  The  Naples  district 
is  reported  to  have  some  11,000  short  tons  and  Sicily  It, 1+00  tons.  It  is 
reported  most  of  the  remaining  stocks  in  both  districts  are  still  in  the 
hands  of  grov/ers  v+ho  are  holding  them  until  some  idea  of  the  1950  crop  can 
be  obtained  in  hopes  of  higher  prices.  They  reason  that  in  view  of  the 
large  crops  of  the  past  tv^o  seasons  a  smaller  crop  is  due  v/ith  a  rise  in 

prices. 

The  191+9-50  export  season  to  midseason  has  not  been  as  active  as 
exporters  had  anticipated.  The  exceptionally  large  crop  in  Turkey  and 
the  over-all  slowing  dovm  of  nut  purchases  during  the-  season  has  retarded 

exports. 

Official  export  statistics  for  this  season  to  date  are  not  yet  avail¬ 
able;  however,  the  Trade  estimatee  about  8,500  tons  on  an  unshelled  basis 
have  been  moved  into  e^^ort  channels.  In  the  Naples  district  an  estimated 
5,500  tons  have  been  exported,  of  which  2,200  tons  v+ere  to  the  United 


Kingdom;  165  tons  to  Canada;  110  tons  to  West  Indies  and  the  balance  to 
various  other  countries.  Naples  exporters  were  able  to  export  about  110 
tons  of  shelled  to  Switzerland  and  88  tons  to  France, 


The  Sicilian  exports  are  estimated  to  have  totaled  3,000  short  tons, 
and  were  mostly  to  the  United  Kingdom,  France,  Germany,  and  Australia, 
Latin  American  countries,  normally  buyers  of  Sicilian  filberts  on  a  modest 


scale,  have  for  the  most  part  been  absent  from  the  market  because  of  exchange 


difficulties.  Starting  January  1,  1950  all  exports  of  filberts  from  Sicily 
are  being  inspected  for  quality  by  the  ICE.  This  inspection  has  been  made 
necessary  to  protect  the  quality  reputation  of  Sicilian  filberts.  It  is 
reported  some  shipments  of  very  inferior  nuts  were  made  which  caused 
foreign -buyers  to  avoid  purchases  from  Sicily. 

The  present  opinion  of  most  members  of  the  Trade  in  both  districts 
is  that  most  of  the  remaining  1949  harvest  will  have  to  be  consumed  in 
the  domestic  market  or  carried  over  into  1950  unless  there  is  a  sudden 
demand  from  abroad.  The  large  stock  of  Turkish  nuts  still  available  at 
very  attractive  prices  is  the  principal  reason  for  this  belief.  It  is 
reported  a  strong  demand  exists  for  filberts  in  the  French  markets  but 
that  French  importers  are  holding  back  waiting  to  see  to  what  extent  the 
Franco-TurkiSh  Trade  Agreement  will  benefit  them.  Sweden  has  been 
interested  in  acquiring  some  550  additional  tons  in  the  Naples  district. 
Some  hope  is  expressed  in  both  districts  that  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Germany  will  increase  their  purchases  in  the  weeks  ahead  but  generally 
it  is  believed  a  substantial  carry-over  will  be  on  hand  this  fall. 

At  present  exporters  in  the  Naples ’-district  are  quoting  f.o.b,  per 
220  pounds  about  as  follows : 


$31  to  $32.25 


Long  Naples  unshelled 
Round  Tardive  ” 

Long  Naples  shelled 


$30  to  !^1.50 


$68 

$74 


n 


Giffoni 


There  has  been  practically  no  business  so  far  this  season  with  the 
United  States  in  shelled  and  only  about  5  tons  of  unshelled. 

The  most  recent  quotations  for  Sicilian  filberts  f.o.b,  Catania 
per  220  pounds  were  $30  for  unshelled.  Early  in  the  season  the  price 
was  $24  but  has  been  at  the  present  level  for  some  months.  There  are 
also  some  quotations  of  $35  c.i.f.  New  York.  Sicilian  exporters  are 
quoting  $31  to  $33  per  220  pounds  delivery  at  German  border. 


Spain 


The  1949  preliminary  estimate  of  filbert  production  in  Spain  has  been 
revised  downward  to  18,000  short  tons  unshelled  basis  compared  with 
14,500  tons  in  1948  and  33,000  tons  in  1947.  The  estimate  is  25  percent 
below  the  lO-year  (1938-47;  average' of  24,000  tons  and  28  percent  below 
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the, 5-year  (1943-47)  average  of  25,000  tons.  The  outturn  fell  considerably 
below  that  anticipated  as  the  harvest  started.  The  late  rains  apparently 
failed- to  benefit  the  crop.  The  quality  is  also  under  that  of  the  previous 
seasons. 

The  1949-50  marketing  season  in  so  far  as  exports  are  concerned  has 
been  rather  disappointing.  Official  export  statistics  are  not  Available 
on  the  current  seasons  operations.  Trade  sources  estimate  that  about 
5,100  short  tons  unshelled  basis  have  been  exported  so  far  this  season. 

It  is  possible  some  exports'  were  made  or  in  process  which  are  not  included 
in  these  estimates.  It  is  reported  export  permits  have  been  issued  for 
5,000  short  tons  unshelled  and  3,056  shelled.  Exports  do  not  necessarily 
follow  the  export  permits  issued  as  many  of  the  latter  are  not  used.  The 
United  Kingdom  purchased  660  short  tons  of  shelled;  Sweden  260  tons; 
Switzerland  206;  and  the  balance  were  exported  to  various  other  countries. 

The  United  Kingdom  was  also  the  principal  destination  for  unshelled  filbert 
exports  with  a  total  of  550  short  tons.  The  exports  to  Canada  totaled  381 
short  tons,  Norway  240  tons  and  Sweden  165  tons.  There  were  about  1,400 
tons  of  shelled  exported  or  the  equivalent  of  3,400  short  tons  unshelled 
and  1,700  tons  unshelled.  There  have  been  no  exports  to  the  United  States 
of  filberts  during  the  present  season. 

At  mid— season  it  was  estimated  that  stocks  remaining  in  growers’  hands 
totaled  about  4,000  short  tons  and  that  exporters  held  very  little.  Domestic 
consumption,  probably  for  use  in  oil  mills,  appears  to  have  been  very  high. 

On  basis  of  information  available  at  this  time  it  appears  domestic  consump¬ 
tion  has  totaled  about  9,400  short  tons  of  which  about  pOO  tons  were  from 
the  1948  harvest.  The  Trade  believes  thavt  the  remaining  stocks  from  the 
1949  harvest  will  be  consumed  before  the  1950-crop  nuts  come  to  market.  The 
domestic  oil  industry  probably  will  absorb  most  of  them  although  there  is_ 
reason  to  believe  additional  tonnages  will  find  their  way  into  export  markets 

’  '  • 

According  to  official  statistics  now  available,  a  total  of  2,933  short 
tons  of  shelled  filberts  were  exported  during  the  1948-49  season  of  which 
Switzerland  purchased  2,296  short  tons;  Sweden  167  tons  and  Finland  105 
tons;  the  balance  being  sold  to  some  20  other  countries  in  relatively  minor 
lots.  The  exportation  of  unshelled  during  the  season  totaled  2,736  tons  of 
which  the  United  Kingdom  purchased  2,009  short  tons;  Egypt  275  tons;  and 
Brazil  152  tons.  There  were  exports  to  10  other  countries  during  the  season 
but  in  relatively  minor  quantities.  The  shelled  and  unshelled  exports 
combined  on  an  unshelled  basis  totaled  9,189  short  tons.  It  should  be 
noted  that  at  the  end  of  the  1948—49  season  trade  members  estimated  3,720 
short  tons  of  shelled  and  2,955  short  tons  of  unshelled  were  exported  during 
the  season.  This  is  the  equivalent  of  11,149  short  tons  or  about  2,000  tons 
above  the  official  figures, 

Turkey 

The  1949  preliminary  estimate  of  filbert  production  in  Turkey  has  been 
revised  downward  to  85,800  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  with 
55,000  tons  in  1948  and  60,500  tons  in  1947.  The  estimate  exceeds  the 
10— year  (1938-47)  average  of  53,700  tons  by  60  percent  and  the  5-year 
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(1943-47)  avera.ge  of  59,400  tons  by  44  percent.  The  crop  estimates  early 
in  the  season  pointed  to  an  all  time  high-  production,  but  as  the  harvest 
was  completed  it  was  found  to  be  a  little  under  earlier  predictions.  It 
is  reported  unfavorable  weather  during  the  later  part  of  the  harvesting 
period  caused  some  loss  of  nuts.  The  crop  was  the  second  largest  on 


record* 


The  1949-50  export  season  started  last  fall  with  a  substantial  pur¬ 
chase  by  German  interests*  After  this  first  sale  and  pending  British 
devaluation,  and  for  a  short  time  thereafter,  the  market  moved  rather 
slowly.  It  began  to  pick  up  in  October  and,  according  to  trade  sources, 
some  41,000  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  have  been  sold  abroad.  It  is 
reported  about  35,000  tons  actually  had  been  shipped  to  January  1,  1950, 
The  balance  is  ready  for  shipment  but  is  being  held  up  pending  import 
licenses  in  countries  of  destination. 

The  Gei-man  purchases  up  to  January  are  reported  to  have  totaled 
about.  11,000  short  tons  on  an  unshelled  basis  and  the  United  Kingdom's 
about  9,000  tons,  Switzerland  and  the  Netherlands  each  are  reported  to 
have  purchased  about  4,400  tons  on  an  unshelled  basis.  The  balance  biave 
been  sold  to  the  United  States  and  either  countries. 

It  is  reported  that  a  large  percentage  of  the  purchases  by  the 
Netherlands  -were  resold  in  the  United  States,  The  Dutch,  it  is  reported, 
acQ_uired  the  filberts  on  a  compensation  deal  on  the  basis  of  about  $51<>00 
per  220  pounds  and  resold  to  United  States  importers  at  $46  to  $47,  These 
transactions  are  expected  to  end  soon  as  the  compensation  imports  took 
place  prior  to  July  1,  1949  and  exports  permitted  against  these  imports 
are  about  finished.  The  Tiirkish  authorities  are  not  requiring  documentary 
proof  on  the  above  transactions  that  the  filberts  were  actually  exported 
to  the  Netherlands*  They  do  require  proof  on  all  other  compensation 
transactions  that  the  filberts  exported  to  a  given  country  actually 
cleared  .through  customs  of  that  country.  United  States  imports  of 
shelled  filberts  from  Septombnr  1  to  December  1  totaled  857  tons  of 
which  848  tons  were  from  Turkey* 

The  market  in  Istanbul  in  recent  weeks  has  been  showing  a  firm  to 
rising  tendency.  This  is  attributed .to  reported  inquiries  by  French, 
German,  British  and  Swedish  importers  which  appear  to  involve  in  total 
a  considerable  tonnage.  In  addition,  grotj’ers  are  reported  less  willing 
to  sell  their  filberts  as  they  anticipate  a  much  smaller  harvest  in  1950 
and  by  holding  believe  they  will  secure  higher  prices.  There  has  been  a 
persistent  but  apparently  groundless  rumor  in. the  industry  that  exporters 
would  be  permitted  half  the  foreign  exchange  received  from  sales  abroad 
for  importation  of  desired  items.  This  appears  to  have  added  strength  to, 
the  market. 

The  Trade  in  Istanbul  is  generally  optimistic  vdth  regard  to  the 
disposal  of  the  remaining  stocks  before  new-crop  nuts  arrived  this  fall. 
The  present  stocks. are  estimated  at. about  40,000  tqns  unshelled  basis. 

If  this  quantity  is  to  be  moved  before  September  1950  export  business  . 


will  teve  to  pick  up.  It  appears  more  reasonable  that  a  carry-over  of 
several  thousand  tons  will  be  on  hand  this  fall. 

Official  Turkish  export  statistics  for  the  period  September  1948 
to  August  1949  are  now  available.  According  to  these  statistics  19,071 
short  tons  of  shelled  nuts  were  exported  and  5,581  tons  of  unshelled. 

The  United  Kingdom  v/as  the  principal  destination  for  the  shelled  exports 
having  5,064  tons.  The  Netherlands  was  second  with  2,814  tons  and 
Austria  third  with  2,501  tons.  The  United  States  is  shown  as  the 
destination  for  only  91  tons.  However,  United  States  import  statistics 
show  3,623  tons  imported  from  Turkey  for  the  same  period.  These  figures 
show  that  3,532  tons  of  shelled  filberts  were  resold  by  foreign  countries 
to  United  States  importers.  The  United  Kingdom  was  also  the  principal 
buyer  of  unshelled  filberts  during  this  season  with  3,064  short  tons. 
Syria  was  the  second  largest  destination  with  503  tons  and  the  United 
States  is  shown  as  the  destination  for  10  tons. 
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UNITED  STATES*  Imports,  for  consumption,  of  shelled  end  unshellad 

.  filberts 


(Crop  year,  September-August) 


Year 

\  Italy 

* 

.  Spain 

* 

a 

,  «  Other  « 

**  ^countries  * 

Total 

‘Short  tons 

‘Short  tons’ Short  tons  Short  tons 

Short  tons 

s 

SHELLED 

Average* 

* 

t 

*  * 

1938-47 

*  -  78 

193 

• 

• 

1,669  *  21+  * 

1,9614 

19UJ-U7 

*  70  *  351 

* 

2,911  *  i|D  * 

.  3.372 

Annual* 

* 

t 

.  *  * 

*  0 

559 

• 

* 

17  *  0  * 

576 

19i;i+-J4.5 

*  0 

1.191 

* 

2,989  *  0  * 

1+.180 

19U5-ii6 

178 

6 

t 

i+,231  *  180  * 

14,595 

19U6-U7 

•  133 

1 

• 

a 

14,921  *  5  ' 

5.060 

19U7-U8 

*  39 

0 

• 

2,398  *  11  * 

2.l4l48 

19U8-i;9 

1*5  1  0 

* 

3,623  >  30  1 

3.696 

191+9-50  1/ 

*  7  *  0 

• 

* 

614.7*  3  * 

857 

* 

• 

X 

•  t 

UNSHELLED 

Average  * 

* 

• 

m 

• 

*  * 

l93^1+7 

*  308 

31 

* 

1  *  .  0  * 

3140 

191+3-1+7 

t  393 

62 

3 

2  *  0  : 

1457 

Annual* 

* 

c 

s  t 

*  0  ‘ 

6 

• 

0  *  0  ‘ 

6 

191+1+-1+5 

*  0  ’ 

16 

• 

0  *  0  * 

16 

191+5-1+6 

!  361  ; 

220 

• 

8 :  0 ; 

589 

19146-14.7 

:  1.600 

69 

• 

0  *  0  * 

1.669 

19147-148 

3 

0 

• 

0  *  0  * 

3 

191+8-1+9 

1+1+  ' 

0 

t 

0  *  0  * 

1+1+ 

191+9-50  1/ 

*  11+  ’ 

0 

* 

• 

0  *  0  * 

11+ 

1/  3  months,  September  through  November. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census* 


UNITED  STATES*  Exports  of  filberts  for  consumption  l/ 
(Crop  year,  September-August) 


Year  * 

Mexico 

t 

t 

Cuba 

* Argentina* 

Canada 

other 

* 

* 

Total 

*  Short  tons 

sShort  tons* Short  tens* Short  tens 

sShort  tons  *  Short  tons 

Average*  * 

s 

s 

* 

s 

■191+3-1+7  * 

12 

* 

117 

* 

12  * 

88 

»  hi 

* 

• 

276 

Annual*  * 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

* 

191+3-1j1+  * 

17 

t 

81+ 

* 

0  * 

101 

s  15 

* 

217 

1914I4-145  * 

2 

* 

101 

• 

• 

0  * 

120 

*  35 

* 

258 

191+5-1+6  * 

3 

* 

97 

* 

0  * 

21 

*  28 

* 

149 

I9I46-I+7  .  * 

12 

* 

158 

* 

52  * 

1+5 

*  23 

* 

290 

191+7-1+8  » 

28 

: 

1145 

: 

6  * 

155 

*  132 

* 

1+66 

I9I+8-I+9  t 

1 

* 

162 

* 

0  s 

1+ 

*  27 

t 

191+ 

191+9-50  2/  : 

0 

* 

188 

* 

0  t 

3 

*  29 

* 

220 

ly  Unclassified  as  to  shelled  and  unshelled*  Included  in  **other'*  nuts  before 

19ti5*  2/  3  months,  September  through  November* 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census* 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTJffilJT  OF  AGPO! CULTURE 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricult  oral  Relations 

.  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 

r  .  1  t 

JANUARY-  1950  REPORT 


i) 


February  3f  1950 


Declared  exports  of  edible  tree'  nuts  to  United  St^le^  ._Y  --  .  ..» 
(Values  are  T.o.b.  country  of  origin)  '■  Rnl  U 


Commodity 
&  origin  . 

January 

1949 

Ja-nuary 

1950  • 

Season  to  date 

ALMONDS 

Shelled; 

Pounds  • 

Dollars- 

Pounds 

Dollars 

'  Pounds- 

Dollars 

Barcelona  ■. , 

.  0 

,  0 

.  0 

0 

•  0; 

0 

T.t  sbno  ...... 

55,000 

459,957 

1,023,115 

18,375 

157,462 

324,848 

0 

0 

2,640 

585 

Wa  nl  fts  ..... 

^  82,600 
117,528 

l!  36,873 
41,748- 

.  361,172 

147,151 

Palermo  .  . 

^  398,409 

^  129,288 

Malaga  ...*•• 

•  0 

0 

.  0 

.  0 

0 

0 

Valencia  ... 

0 

0 

0 

.  0 

0 

0 

Totcil  •  •  •  • 

1,538,072 

500,685 

200,12'8 

78,621 

762,221 

277,024 

BRAZIL  NUTS 

Shelled; 


Belem  ; 

Blanched 

Unblanched . ; ) 

Manaus  ; 

Blanched  ••:)  q 

Unblanched . ; ) 

j  18,276 

)  • 

.  0 

^  158,136; 

.  0 

■  202,092 

0; 

4/  47,178 

.  0 
57,527 

297,504 

2,543,442 

0 

768,042; 

130,722 
^  867,110 

0 

252,460 

Total  54,582 

^  18,276 

360,228 

104,705 

37608,988;  1,250,292 

• 

• 

BRAZIL  NUTS  ; 

Unshelled;  ; 

Belem  ......;  0 

Manaus  ...•.:  0 

0 

0 

0 

;  Os 

■  Os 

■  0 

• 

.  .  « 

; 

230,932 

783,200 

31,188 

88,644 

T  cfcsX  •  •  •  •  s  0 

'0;  0 

■  0 

1,014,132 

119,832 

# 

CASHEWS  ; 

Shelled;  ; 

Bombay  0 

Madras  1 , 977 , 150 

■  0 

633,694 

• 

» 

; 

12,800 

947,950 

•s 

2,803 

293,380 

. 

1,055,050 

14,634,850 

278,947 

•5,129,067 

Total  ....;  1,977,150 

633,694 

960,750 

296,183 

' 15, 689 j 900 

■5,408,014 

• 

# 

FILBERTS  J 

Shelled:  ; 

Barcelona  . . :  0 

Naple  s  • . . • • ;  '0 

Palermo  0 

Istanbul  ••.:  442,154 

0 

0 

0 

89,543 

; 

:  0 

J  0 

:  0 

;7/  641,763 

■  0 
;  0 
.  0 

7/  139,746 

0 

2,200 

0 

'2,655’,1Q7 

0 

900 

0 

541,031 

Total  •'•*.:  442,154 

89,543*.  641,763 

139,746 

2,657,307 

541,931 

• 

t 

; 

FILBERTS  : 

Unshelled;  ; 
Barcelona 
Naples 

Palermo  • . . . : 
Istanbul  ...J, 
Total  » • • • : 

WALNUTS  j 

Shelled;  : 

Bordeaux  . . . ; 

Lyon . . 

Naples  . . 

Istanbul  . . • ; 
Total 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Oj 


0 


9,364 


1,215 


78,925: 
228, 809 t 


0 
0 

40,390 

90,619 


307,734;  131,009 


33,100 

32,284 

22,046 

49,840 


14,550 

16,474 

8,250 

16,790 

56,064 


83,500 

46,080 

39,582i 

55,352; 


224,514: 


36,929 

23,752 

15,990 

18,625 

95,296 


J.  uoel.1.  »  »  «  »  » _ I  ,  /  y, _ 137 , 270  .  _ j - r- _ , _ ■  _ 

5  months,  September  through  January,  Includes  59,500  pounds  blanched  valued 
at  ^^28,434.  ^  Last  month's  data  corrected  to  187,500  pounds  valued  at  ^)56,500. 

4/  Includes  24,684  pounds  valued  at  ^8,143  Bolivian  transshipments  through  Belem. 
^  Last  month's  data  for  value  of  Bolivian  transshipments  corrected  to  $10,971. 

Does  not  include  a  transshipment  of  27,324  pounds  valued  at  $13,659.  7/  In¬ 
cludes  47,600  pounds  blanched  valued  at  $15,912.  ^  ^  SCHREIBER  (CTER) 

USDA-OFAR.  As  reported  by  U.S.  Consulates  abroad. 


i 


UNITED  STATES! 


>  -  2  -  -  ' 

Imports  for  consum;:tion  and  exports  of  specified  nuts 
Crop  year,  September-August 


Commodity  and 
countries  of  origin 

.  y 

5  yr.  av. 

l9hQ-k9 

» 

1 

19^47-1+8 

191+8-1+9 

19U9-50 

1/ 

Latest 

available 

month 

!Iovomber 

Short'  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

' 

IMPORTS  2/ 

■ 

Almonds,  shelled 

• 

_  Italy  .‘  v. ..... .  . 

'  2,1.22 

’1+,179 

l+,370 

220 

109 

'  Pnr  tn ....... 

L.79 

98 

206 

Q 

c; 

Spain . 

1,805 

255 

y 

0 

J 

0 

Other  countries 

'  72 

!  53 

=  1+7 

■  11+’ 

6 

'•  Total,..,, 

■6,615 

•’6,135 

■1+,878 

■  -21*3 

120 

Almonds,  unshelled 

.  • 

i 

Italy .. 1 ....... . 

'  3 

.9 

2 

. 0 

0 

•  Portugal,’,..,.,.. 

►  -  .  >  . 

2 

0 ' 

0 

•  ”0 

0 

Spain . 

116 

0 

0 

.  .  ,  .  0 

0 

Other  countries. 

1^'  a  a  a  -  a  a  a 

3 

3/’'  ,  - 

•.  1 

■ '  ■  •  0  , 

0 

:  i2u 

'  ■  '9 

3  ■ 

0 

0 

Brazil  nuts,  shelled 

Brazil . 

:  787 

;2,925 

^2,990 

■1,1+72 

350 

Othelr  countries. 

10 

3/; 

10 

;  0 

0 

•«  •  ••  • 

:  797 

2,925 

^3,000  *  •-1,9472 

550 

Brazil-  jou.ts,  unshalled  . 

1 

i.  ~ — 

Braz.i  1 . . . 

‘:8,885 

LI+,336 

1-2,1462 

:6,  800 

143 

Othe-r.  countries. 

a  a  a  a  a  a 

:  ■  0 

0 

0 

;  .  .  .’0 

0 

;  Total. . 

*  a  a  .  a  a.  a  a 

;8, 885 

597,33^ 

12',  I462 

•.'6,600  • 

'45 

Cashews,  shelled 

*  ■ 

t  , 

India..- . 

II4,  501 

l.l+,7l+9 

1.8,305 

■  J+,  609 

1,576 

Other  countries. 

;  618 

.  836 

-  390 

,  282 

6 

'  Total . 

15,119 

1-.5,  585 

16,693 

■14,891 

1,582 

Filber.ts,  shelled 

•  •  »  •  '  ? 

Italy,  . . , * . . 

:  79 

•  39 

:  1+5 

:  .  ,  -  .7 

•  0 

■-  Spaihj, , 

.  2U6 

:  0 

;  0 

;  .  t  .  JO  . 

0 

Turkey', . . 

•5,632 

2,398 

3,623 

.  81+8 

Uil* 

Other  countries. 

f 

.a  a  a  a  a  a 

:  1+5 

;  11 

•  30 

:  2 

2 

•'  Total . 

3,996 

2,lU+8 

1  '  i 

5,696 

•  857  ■ 

1+16 

Filberts,  unshelled 

•  . 

•Italy. >  . 

*a  a  a  a  '  a  a 

,  ;  1+01 

9  -3 

^  1+-1+ 

3 

3p€LXri*  •  •  •  < 

a  a  a  a  'a  a 

•  61 

■  O' 

0 

.  -  Q 

0 

'  2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  countries. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

■  Total . 

;  3 

■  1+1+ 

... 

‘  '  5 

Walnut's,  shelled 

• 

France . . . 

8 

6 

:  52 

.  20 

11 

a  a  a  a  a  aaa  a  ■ 

a  a  a  a  a  a 

■  ■  11+8 

-  .  137 

•  '4i+0 

.  -,..32.. 

10 

X  Ur*  aaaaaaaaaa 

a  a  a  a  a  a  ■ 

••  ■■■.■22V 

. .  95 

'  :  596 

:  ,  113 

21 

Other  countries. 

.  121 

19  j  .  319 

.  87 

I42 

-.Total. . 

:  501+ 

:  257 

1,587 

-  252 

8U 

; 

• 

‘ 

• 

EXPORTS 

* 

Almonds  U/ . 

223 

11+5 

.  108 

:.151, 

98 

Filberts  Tj/ . 

;  271 

f;66 

.  191+ 

.  220 

28 

Pecans’ 

Shelled . .  . . 

.  321+ 

■  196 

1  560 

166 

22 

Unshelled, ...... 

;  U88 

.  Ill 

;  1143 

.  206 

31 

’.i/alnuts 

V. 

; 

Shelled . 

:  175 

.  '+13 

.  185  * 

-,  lU 

.  5 

Unshelled, . . 

<  1 

1,973 

1,1)+1+  : 

1,583 

952 

c onsumpti oh  table  are  tonnages  on'which  duty  has  been  paid  and  should  not  be 
eonfusbd  with  general  import  or.  ^declared 'export  statistics  on  page  1.  Less 

than  ohe-half  ton.  Shelled  and  unshelled'not  separately  reported. 
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TREE  NUTS:  Estimated  foreign  production 
in  specified  countries 


^Pnnnded  to  nearest  100  tonsj. 
Average 


Annual 


'  194B  Xj  \  1949  1/ 


•-iq3c^_T947  ‘1943-1947  .  1947  ^ _ _  _ _ 

~  aT.MONUS.  shelled 


France - 

French  Morocco - 

Iran - * 

Italy— 

Portugal - - 

700 

2,200 

7,100 

30,800 

2,600 

0 !  200 

800  : 
1,700  : 

6.500  : 
34,800  : 

2,200  : 

24.500  : 

1,000  ; 
1,200  : 
6,000  : 
46,200  : 
1,100  : 
22.000  : 

1,100 
3,300 
7,000 
18 ,700 
2,900 
21.000 

300 

1,900 

7,700 

2/  20,000 
4,200 
2_/  21.900  ■ 

Spain - - 

Total - ! 

^44.  « 

67,600 

70,500  ; 

77,500  ; 

54,000 

2/  56,000 

TTTT.nFRTS.  unshelled 


• 

« 

Italy -  -  “  ; 

Spain 

19,800 

24,000 

r  0  nr\r\ 

22,000  : 
25,000  : 

5Q.400  : 

9,900 

33,000 

60.500 

26,400  :2/  33,000 

14,500  ;2/  18,000 

55.000  :2/  85,800 

Turkey - * — 

55 ,  /bU_ 

97,500 

106,400  * 

103,400 

95,900  136,800 

Tots  --  j 

ujM.-MTTTS ,  unshelled 

Balkan  countries-  • 

France  -  "  " 

Italj^ — 

15,400 

24,600 

13,200 

10,200 
17,900 
13,700 
!  nno 

9,700 

32,000 

14,000 

2.200 

11.400 
13,100 

15.400 
10.000 

13,000 

13,300 

27,500 

12.000 

Turkey - - 

Total - . 

6 .600 

59,800 

45,800 

57,900 

49,900 

65,800 

TOTAL 


67,600 


Shelled 

Almonds - - 

Tins  he  lied  o  /  ov  i  os 

Brazir nuts - =2/ 

Cashews -  -•  „r,’ 

- 


jFalnuts - — 

2J  Preliminary. 


70,500  :  77,500  :  54,000  :  61,400 

14,300  :2/  30,500  19,000  -.2  /  35,400 

)C-  ir\C\  •  26  900  :  51,000  :  33,900 

106 ’,400  =  103 ’,400  :  95,900  ^^6,300 

7.  Son  .  57:900,: _ aa900-=  65,800. 


TJ  Revised. 

Prepared  or  -^i^ated  on  the  basis  of  officlal^statrs^  of 

ments,  reports  of  U.  b.  iorei,,a  . 
and  other  information. 


vHr-X- 


TREE  NUTS 


cmwiodity 


Estimated  United  States  production 


Average 


SHELLED 


Annual 

1948 


1949 


Almonds -  | 

Filberts - - 

Pecans ; 

Improved - -  * 

Seedling - - 

21,400  ; 
5,568  : 

23,570  : 
31,740  : 
A/  onn  • 

27,100  : 

5 , 600  : 

25,621  : 
35,657  : 
68.400  : 

29,200  : 
8,800  ; 

22,435  : 
36,885  : 
6^.600  ; 

34,000  : 
6,440  : 

38,276 

50,558 

71.100 

39,000 

11,240 

21,583 

35,265 

85.500_ 

- - - 

Total - . 

146,488  • 

162,378  ; 

161,920  • 

200,374  ; 

192,588 

Bureau  of  Asricultural  Economics,  Crop  Reporting  Board, 
prepared  under  provisions  of  Research  and  Marketing  Ac 
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FOREIGN-  MARKET  NOTES— ALMONDS 


i;’  _  . 

World  19l|9  Shelled  Almond  Production  Estimate  Revised  Downward  1/ 


By  ¥•  R*  Schreiber,  Agricultural  Economist 


The  1914.9  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  production  in  the 
6  leading  foreign  commercial  producing  countries  is  revised  downward  to 
56,000  short  tons  compared  with  5U#000  tons  in  I9I48  and  77,500  tons  in 
191+7.  This  is  17  percent  below  the  10-year  (1938‘’U7)  average  of  67,600 
short  tons  and  21  percent  below  the  5-y'^ar  (l9l4.3"U7)  average  of  70,500 
tons. 

The  present  estimate  shows  a  decrease  from  that  of  October  3I,  19149 
for  Italy  and  Spain,  the  largest  producers  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin. 

The  estimates  for  other  countries  in  the  Basin  remain  unchanged.  The 
United  States  estimate  has  been  revised  downward  to  39,000  short  tons, 
unshelled  basis.  Growing  conditions  in  Italy  and  especially  Spain  during 
191+9  were  decidedly  spotty  and  account  for  the  fluctuations  in  the 
estimates* 

At  mid-season  stocks  remaining  unsold  in  the  hands  of  producers  and 
exporters  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin  are  estimated  at  2l+, 600  short  tons, 
shelled  basis.  This  is  about  1+3  percent  of  the  estimated  19i+9  production 
or  about  37  percent  of  the  19i+9  crop  plus  carry-over  from  I9I+8.  About 
ll+,000  tons  remain  in  Italy,  of  which  11,000  tons  are  thought  to  be  in 
Bari  and  the  balance  in  Sicily. 

Spai^,  the  largest  producer  in  I9I+9  by  contrast  is  estimated  to 
have  only  l+,600  tons,  and  Iran,  the  third  largest  producer,  3,800  tons. 
While  it  is  much  too  early  to  consider  the  probable  carry-over  into 
the  1950  harvest,  it  now  seems  probable  that  only  Iran  and  Italy  will 
have  a  significant  carry-over.  At  present  Prance  and  French  Morocco 
have  no  stocks  of  consequence  from  the  191+9  harvest.  Portugal  and 
Spain  expect  to  be  sold  ovit  before  August. 


1/  Preliminary  report  of  a  study  of  foreign  market  outlets  and  competltioi 
wiTh  United  States  almonds,  conducted  under  the  provisions  of  the  Researeh 
and  Marketing  Act. 


{  VLMONDS,  SHELLED:  Estimated  commercial  production  in  specified  countries, 

1949  with  comparisons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

France 

French 

Morocco 

Iran 

Italy 

Portugal 

Spain 

Foreign- 

:  States 

•  : unshelled 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

• 

« 

Short  :  Short 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons  :  tons 

Average 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1938-47— 

700 

2,200 

7,100 

30,800 

2,600 

24,200 

t 

67,600:  21,400 

1943-47— 

800 

1,700 

6,500 

34,800 

2,200 

24,500 

70,500:  27,100 

Annual 

: 

1944 - 

1,000 

600 

5,500 

22,700 

1,700 

20,900 

52,200:  24,000 

1945 - 

3)00 

3,300 

6,600 

50,600 

2,300 

26,400 

89.7OO:  27,200 

1946 - 

700 

2,400 

7,700 

33,000 

3,700 

24,200 

71,700:  37,800 

1947 - 

1,000 

1,200 

6,000 

46,200 

1,100 

1 

22,000 

77,500;  29,200 

1948  1/ — 

1,100 

3,300 

7,000 

18,700 

2,900 

21,000 

54,000;  34,000 

1949  1/ — 

300 

1,900 

7,700 

2/20,000 

4,200 

2/  21,900 

2/56,ooa§/39,ooo 

1/  Preliminary. 

^  Revised. 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of 
official  statistics  of  foreign  government,  reports  of  U.S.  Foreign  Service 
officers,  results  of  office  research,  and  other  information. 


uuuipxxtJU  xrom  oxxloxax  rouui'Os  ux  uiio  uCixoau  vx  une  v/oixouo 
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The  19U9-50  marketing  aeason  in  the  ^reL 

far  from  satisfactory,  according  to  mos  while  at  other  times 

countries.  At  times  almonds  ?L  United 

"s^::sfdrr:hl^re:7ac^ 

^777  “ft:r?:fthrnr:t  tlme^in^the  Po;War^years^Uooame^a 

minor  market  heoause  of  recor  .*  entry  of  Germany  into 

and  walnuts.  On  the  brighter  side  '>'»=  ^e  re  en  y  1  ^ 

then  market  with  a  fair  volume  mirkets  in 

France  and' French  Morocco  broug  for  the  6  countries  will 

better  voluHLe.  The  official  Jrestls^tes  it  appears 

not  be  available  for  some  time  bu  leading  producing  countries 

about  21,000  tons  had  been  °-P“J^®^37,”,7:47,::77about  38  percent  of 
fhe1;iiTprorctrorof  n  ;errnt  of  the  estimated  available  supply  at 
the  start  of  the  present  season. 

The  outlook  in  the  Mediterranean  f do%etwre7 
season  depends  to  a  very  large  ex  en  purchases  by  Germany, 

now  and  the  next  harvest  S^l  shortlj  enter 

Some  sections  of  the  Trade  oe  a  their  own  price,  similar  to 

the  market  for  a  substantial  ejected  to  ;nter  the 

tactics  of  the  previous  season.  ^  3^  3^133  to  western  European 

r.  .:»=;• 

The  winter  to  date  “ly^^  or  ding  77a  t^  advices!'"  The  *' 

and  trees  are  progressing  normally  ®  t  of  the  blossoming 

crucial  period  for  the  industry  is 

period  which  starts  soon  uncil  the  dangv,  _^P  unsatisfactory 

'7::i1n7icL:s7n!  I^^amf  situation  to7  losser  extent  prevails  in 
Spain. 


France 

The  19ll9  preliminary  estim-te  of  shelled  °^“°7torri7l9U7- 

is  300  short  tons  compared  with  1,1  ^  lo-vaar  (1938-ii7)  average 

The  estimate  represents  only  U3  percent  °  1,7/lverago  of  800  tons, 

of  700  tons  and  38  percent  of  the  5-year  average  o  e  ^^^ 

The  harvest  is  the  smallest  since  1939  when  only  200  tono  P 

and  the  second  smallest  since  1950* 


The  small  output  during  19U9  was  considerably  below  the  domestic 
requirements.  Imports  shelled  almonds  during  the  season  were  estimated 
to  have  totaled  about  short  tons,  an  unknown  but  substantial  quantity 

of  which  were  bitter  almonds.  Some  of  the  bitter  almonds  vrere  re-exported. 
About  2,200  short  tons  of  shelled  almonds  were  imported  from  French  Morocco 
as  no  import  permits  are  required. 

The  remaining  2,200  tons  were  imported  under  license  from  Portugal, 
Spain,  Italy,  and  some  bitter  almonds  from  Greece,  It  is  reported  some 
770  tons  of  sweet  almonds  from  Spain  vrere  imported  during  the  fall  of 
1949  an  additional  importation  of  about  850  tons  has  been  authorized. 
The-  importation  without  limitation  of  bitter  almonds  from  Syria-Lebanon 
was  announced  on  December  7»  The  importation  of  Italian  almopds  has 
been  under  import  control  and  in  general  has  not  permitted  the  anticipated 
flow  of  Italian  almonds  to  France.  It  is  now  reported  all  restrictions 
on  the  importation  of  Italian  almonds  are  expected  to  be  lifted  in  a 
short  time.  The  importation  of  Italian  almonds  so  far  this  season  has 
been  under  19^4-8  authorizations. 

On  the  basis  of  available  inform.ation  it  is  reported  that  imports 
for  the  remainder  of  the  present  mo.rketing  year  will  be  1,210  tons  from 
Italy,  reported  on  October  ^1,  19U9,  85®  tons  from  Spain,  and  whatever 
remains  of  the ■ exportable  surplus  in  French  Morocco, 

Export  restrictions  on  almonds  were  lifted  by  the  French  Government, 
French  exporters ‘sold  55^  tons  of  bitter  almonds  to  Germany  and  82  tons 
to  United  States  importers.  French  exporters  are  required  to  turn  the 
foreign  exchange  received  from  such  sales  over  to  the  "Office  des  Changes". 
The  only  stocks  in  France  today  are  those  in  second  hands  and  are 
considered  small, 

French  Morocco 


The  mid-season  report  for  this  country  has  not  been  received,  hoxvever 
in  view  of  the  small  production  and  anticipated  sale  of  the  entire  export¬ 
able  surplus  to  France  early  in  the  season  can  have  no  significant  effect 
on  the  international  market  at  this  time.  (See  report  of  19U9  Mediterranean 
Basin  Almond  Production  published  as  Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FN-18-i4.9, 
October  3I,  ^9U9») 

Iran 

*  The  1914.9  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  production  in  Iran  is 
7,700  short  tons  compared  with  7,000  tons  in  I9I48  and  6,000  tons  in  19l47» 
The  estimate  exceeds  the  10-year  (1938-147)  average  of  7,100  tons  by  8 
percent  and  the  ^-ysB-r  (I9I43-I47)  average  of  6,500  tons  by  18  percent. 
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The  igli9-50  export  season  to  date  has  been  slow  with  only  1,000  tons 
The  i,  Tt  is  now  estimated  in  Iran  that 

-rr:lhr”So'^:orX^  %  po^-d  durin,^t^^^^^ 

^h^f  :Lr=f  evLrnjrir-;  L^ox^ortod  -  western  o™.  Dur^ 
the  previous  r^nf?  I  ^  “aL  tt  ha^aLe  to  various 

^othiroo^!tttt:;Vh:ir;.n^ltttti::  ^shoS  50  tons  were  exported  to 
the  United  States* 

on  January  1,  1950  It  wa.  estimated  some  5  800 

able  surplus"  remained  in  country,  ^easL  ?t  is  now  ttought 

estimate  probable  carry-over  into  tne  9^  ^  the’ end  of  the  present 
about  2,200  tons  of  the  1914-9  crop  will  remain  at  the  ena  f 

season* 


Italy 

,  rr>n-i-«  nf  cihGllod  almond  production  in  Italy 

The  19U9  preliminary  compared  with  18,700  tons 

has  boon  estimate  is  55  Percent  below  the 

in  19U8  and  '*6,200  tons  in  19W.  5.year 

^?;r5-i;7r-ragi^!f'5f8oS%o'°n’sr  The  estimatefor  the  Bari  Ji  strict  is 

reduced  to  l'*.'*00  ^’'ihrpreUmilarresMmate  for  Sicily 

estimate  may  ^e  elaSht^  too  high,  Tho^pr 

fn^i'ly  ardlarfap^ears  to  have  caused  more  damage  than  at  first 
anticipated* 

The  present  estimates  for  stocks  on  hand  in 

prices  in  view  of  the  short  supply* 

The  19ii9-50  export  season  while  far  from  normal  by  prewar  standards, 
has  0^0  tt^^ess  m!ved  a  siseable  tonnage  The  marke  ,  -ports^^ 

received  from  various  sources  to  date,  ha.  at  ti  '  , 

while  at  other  times  been  almost  on  short  tons  had 

estimated  that  by  January  1-  195°  t  estimated  to 

been  exported  from  all  of  Italy.  F  ci».5T-.r  Sicilian  exporters 

have  totaled  6,100  tons  -fth  the  bailee  from  Sicily.  SicUi^n^ 

are  reported  to  have  acquired  about  9OO  tons 


reported  to  have  purchased  880  short  tons;  Sweden  660  tons;- France  330j 
and  the  United  Kingdom  220  tons.  The  British  Ministry  of  Food  has  not 


been  active  in  the  Italian  market  this  season.  The  balance  of  the  exports 
from  Bari  were  to  a  number  of  other  minor  markets.  ‘India  has  not  been 
active  this  year  and  very  little  has  been  exported  to  the  United  States. 

The  exporters  in  Bari  ^are  anticipating  a  further  important  purchase 
by  German  importers.  Swedish  importers  have  recently  shown  some  further 
interest  in  Bari  almonds.  It  is  generally  stated  that  the  British  Ministry 
of  Food  is  expected  to  enter  the  Bari  market  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 
India  and  Pakistan  are  also  escpected  to  begin  purchases  if  the  British  do. 
There  is  no  indication  of  prices  showing  any  appreciable  decline  for  the 
next  few  months  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact  if  foreign  purchases  increase  as 
indicated  now,  they  will  strengthen.  It  now  appears  probable  that  Bari 
may  dispose  of  its  entire  stock  before  the  195^  harvest  is  available.  If 
this  proves  to  be  the  case,  it  will  be  the  first  time  since  prewar  years 
that  stocks  were  not  carried  over  into  the  next  year.  Sicily  is  also 
expected  to  be"  sold  out.  It  should  be  noted  however,  that  about  ll4.,000 
short  tons  remained  at  the  end  of  19U9  ^nd  that, all  the  optimism  on  the 
part  of  the  Trade  is  based  on  continued  heavy  German  purchases  and  the 
entry  of  the  British  and  Indian  buyers. 

In  Sicily  exports  have  been  made  to  Germany,  and  other  European 
countries.  The  exportation  of  Sicilian  almonds  to  the  United  States  this 
season  is  considerably  below  that  of  recent  years.  The  Trade  in  Sicily 
feel  that  at  the  rate  exports  have  been  moving  and  on  basis  of  recent 
inquiries  from  France,  Sweden  and  the  Netherlands  all  remaining  stocks  will 
be  sold  before  new-crop  nuts  arrive  this  fall.  German  inquiries  have  been 
in  good  volume  recently.  It  has  been  rumored  for  some  time  in  Sicily  that 
the  Russians  are  about  to  make  a  substantial  purchase.  At  this  time  no 
confirmation  is  available  that  Russia  has  actually  purchased  almonds.  The 
prices  of  Sicilian  almonds  fell  after  devaluation  but  have  since  strengthened 
and  are  row  well  above  opening  prices.  This  strength  is  attributed  to  the 
small  supply  still  available  and  the  inquiries  being  received  from  foreign 
buyers.  It  is  reported  "sheller  run"  is  being  quoted  at  $75  P®**  220  pounds 
at  the  Italian  border  for  shipment  to  Germany. 

The  official  export  statistics  issued  by  the  Istituto  Central  di 
Statistica  in  Rome  show  a  total  of  27,279  short  tons  of  shelled  almonds 
were  exported  during  the  19||8-I|9  season  and  20,014.3  tons  during  19l|.7**U8* 

The  exportation  of  unshelled  almonds  during  I9I1-8-I4.9  totaled  5^182  tons  and 
2,629  tons  in  19l|.7“U8.  The  United  Kingdom  was  the  destination  for  8,875 
short  tons  of  shelled  during  1914.8-149  United  States  tons. 


-  7  - 


Portugal 

The  19h9  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  production  in 
Portugal  remains  unchanged  at  U,200  short  tons  compared  with  2,900  tons 
TO)  A  Hnd  1  100  tons  in  19li7*  The  estimate  is  the  largest  on  record 
Tor  ies  11^17.  exceeds  *"0  10-year  (1958-U7)  average 
of  2,600  tons  by  12  percent  and  the  (1914.3-14.7)  average  of  2,200 

tons  by  91  percent. 

On  January  1,  1950  It  was  estimated  that  approximately  2,a00  short 
tons  shelled  blsis  remained  from  the  19U9  harvest. 
beeinning  of  the  season  to  date  have  totaled  about  1,9U0  tons. 
thf”ti?e  19U8-1£)  export  season  a  total  of  2,901  short  tons  of  shelled 

almonds  were  exported. 

The  I9I4.9-5O  export  market  in  Portugal  has  been  ^th  prices 

rising  steadily.  The  principal  buyers  were  Belgium  with  I'^^l jhor 
^ons.  Sweden  559  tons,  and  the  balance  were  to  a  large  number  of  other 
!omtrLs  in  rSatively  smll  lots.  The  United  States  was  the  destina¬ 
tion  for  only  a  very  minor  lot.  The  exporters  believe  they  will  have 
!o  dimculties  exporting  the  balance  of  the  19U9  harvest  before  new-crop 
nuts  become  available  this  fall.  Current  export  prices  ^he  ^f. 

European  ports  from  73  to  77  cents  U.  S.  currency  per  2.2  pounds. 

Spain 

The  19U9  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  production  in  Spain 
is  21  QOO  short  tons  compared  with  21,000  tons 

P2  OOO  tons  an  19ii7.  The  estimate  is  10  percent  below  the  10-ye 
fiq^8-li.7>  average  of  2^,200  tons  and  11  percent  below  the  5-year  (19U5-U7) 
ivSvo  of  2Ur^0  Ions.  The  present  estimate  is  do-wn  slightly  from  that 
of  Setobor  51  Ld  is  the  result  of  the  very  spotted  growing  conditions 
of  thri9U9  season.  The  estimate  for  soft  shelled  Mollares  is  2,800 

short  tons. 

At  present  it  is  estimated  that  in  the  Malaga  district  comprising 
Almoria,  Granada,  and  Malaga  provinces  5. 500  short 

produced.  In  the  Valencia  district  comprising  -hort 

p..  .tel  Ion  Murcia  and  Valencia  provinces  the  output  ’was  about  7,5 
tons  The  19U9  harvest  in  Tarragona  and  adjacent  provinces  is  now  as  ima  e 
araiout  I5OO  ton's  and  all  other  areas  including  Mallorca  U.UOO  tons. 

The  191+9-50  export  season  to  date  has  been  somewhat  better  than  had 
been  an?lc^pLd  athhe  opening  of  the  season  but  is 

brisk  business' of  pre-civil  war  years.  According  ^  iq™. 

6,U0l+  short  tons  of  shelled  almonds  had  been  exported  to  January  1,  195^. 
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The  United  Kingdom  was  the  destination  for  3^105  tons,  all  shipped  before 
November  1^,  The  next  most  important  buyers  of  Spanish  shelled 

)  almonds  were  Denmark  with  796  tons;  Swe.don  602  tons;  Switzerland  I4.93  tons; 

Ireland  551  tons  and  Norway  336  tons.  The  balance  was  exported  to  10 
other  countries. 

The,  export  of  unshelled  almonds  for  the  same,  period  totaled  1>2I[.6 
short  tons  of .  which  the  United  Kingdom  was  the  destination  for  J4.3I  tons, 
Canada  3U8  tons,  Brazil  275  tons,  and  the  balance  to  8  other  countries* 

The  combined  exports,  shelled  and  unshelled,  converted  to  a  shelled  basis 
^  to  January  1,  1956  equal  about  6,820  short  tons  or  3I  percent  of  the 

estimated  19^9  crop.. 

According  to  trade  sources  the  present  stocks  are  estimated  at  about 
1  ,  i4.,600  short  tons,  shelled  basis,  mostly  in  the  hands  of  growers.  It  is 

(1  believed  by  some,  that  this  estimate  may^  be  on  the  conservative  side.  This 

estimate  of  stocks  on  hand  and  exports  would  indicate  a  domestic  consumption 
of  about  15,566  tons  of  which  3»600  tons  wore  19i4-8  crop  carry-over,  provided 
the  present  production  estimate  is  a’qout  correct.  The  supply  of  almonds  in 
Tarragona  and  adjacent  provinces  is  declared  to  be  about  exhausted. 

Tho  export  market  at  present  is  not  overly  active;  however,  there  are 
indications  some  business  may  bo  done  with  Western  Germany,  Sweden  and 
other  western  European  countries.  The  United  Kingdom  has  not  been  in  the 
market  since  November  I6,  but  is  expected  to  resume  purchases  in  the  next 
few  v/eeks.  The  United  States  has  not  purchased  almonds  in  Spain  so  far 
this  season.  The  more  favorable  exchange  rate  granted  by  the  Spanish 
Government  on  October  9t  ^9h9  has  aided  Spanish  exporters.  The  exchange 
rates  for  almond  exports  were  changed  again  on  November  25,  19U9  “to  2i|..09 
pesetas  per  United  States  dollar.  The  current  quotations  f.o.b.  Spanish 
ports  at  Malaga  are  shelled  Valencias  unselect  ’^58  pei*  220  pounds;  and 
select  $68  and  Jordans  $78*  The  Trade  is  of  the  opinion  that  all  existing 
'  stocks  of  almonds  will  be  disposed  of  before  the  1956  harvest  comes  to 

markc  t . 

Official  export  statistics  for  the  19i4.8-li9  export  season  are  now 
available.  The  total  export  of  shelled  almonds  was  11,081  short  tons  of 
which  Switzerland  purchased  l4.>112  tons;  the  United  Kingdom  3#660  tons; 
France- 686  tons;  and  637  tons  went  to  Denmark*  Exports  of  shelled  almonds 
were  made  to  22  other  countries  making  up  the  balance  of  2,006  tons. 

These  official  statistics  apparently  do  not  accurately  reflect  country 
of  destination  as  it  is  reported  the  United  Kingdom  had  acquired  6,600 
short  tons  from  the  I9I48  harvest.  It  is  probable  that  some  of  the  pur¬ 
chases  reported  were  through  other  countries  or  shown  for  19Ul» 
addition  I4.,  100  short  tons  of  unshelled  nuts  were  exported  during  19i4.8-l4.9» 

The-  United  Kingdom  was  the  destination  for  2,976  tons;  Egypt  572  tons; 

Brazil  25I  tons;  and  the  balance  to  9  other  countries* 


P 


UNITED  STATES: 


Imports  for  consijmption  of  shelled  and  unshelled 
almonds 


Year 


Arer age : 

l9LiitAt5-l9hBAs 

Annual: 

19k3“Uk 
I9hhrk5 
191+5-146 
19I46-I4.7 
191+7-48 
19I48-I49 
191j9-50  1/ 


Average: 

i959/i)D-19l*8A9 

19ijJ*^5-19l*8/!j9 

Annual: 

19144.-45 

1945- 46 

1946- 47 

1947- 48 

1948- 49 

1949- 50  1/ 


(Crop  year,  September-August) 


I  S  9  »  • 


Total 


: 

* 

: 

: 


0  ,  0, 

15  t  0, 
28  ,1,508. 
34  j2,054: 
27  :4,179s 
0  ,4,570, 
14  ,  220, 


1,271 

1,218 

688 

187 

98 

206 

9 


;6.950 
,8,061 
:7,140 
s  950 

si, 805 
s  255 
0 


2/ 


53 

31 

73 

76 

26 

47 


0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

6 

9 

2 

0 


UNSHBLLED 


3  *  100 
2  s  116 


14 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


425 

170 

263 

145 

0 

0 

0 


2/ 


1 

3 


0 

0 

5 

6 

1 

0 


Short 

*Short5 

Short 

*  Short* 

Short 

• 

Short 

tons 

:  tons: 

tons 

:  tons: 

tons 

: 

tons 

:  : 

:  : 

: 

SHELLED 

:  : 

:  : 

: 

16 

:1,257s 

517 

*2,578  * 

175 

: 

4,543 

21 

*2,422* 

479 

>J.61|2  • 

51 

: 

6.615 

:  : 

*  : 

: 

8,2514. 

9,325 

9,437 

3,301 

6,135 

4,878 

243 


106 

124 


439 

181 

268 

157 

9 

3 

0 


3  months,  September  through  November. 

Less  than  one-half  ton. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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FOREIGN  1\ERKET  NOTES — Yi[ALMJTS 
ifa^li-hRrranean  Basin  1949  Talnut  Production  Above  Average^ 


By  Vif.  Schreiber,  Agricultural  Economist 


I 


The  1949  prelimimiy  eetinate  of  walnut 

oomiaeroial  producing  countries  of  the  ^nd 

tons  (revised),  unshelled  basis,  compared  with  49,900  tons  in  iy40 
<7  QOO  tons  'in  1947*  The  estimate  exceeds  the  10-year  (193o  ^ 

S’S  Sortons  hi  S  percent  and  the  9-year  (1943-47)  average  of  45,800 
onfby  40  P^rce^;.  ^he  1949  production  estinnte  for  Italy  ravins  un- 
ctangei  A  small  increase  is  reported  for  France  “J“e  for 

Turkey.  The  United  States  estimate  has  been  raised  to  85.5  > 

all-time  high. 

It  is  estimated  that  stocks  remaining  in  Italy.  France  and 
on  January  1.  1950.  totaled  J9,900  short  tons  unsholled^basis,^ 

fn^^k^y":  i:000*tor:u:4To  ::s:pted  With  some  resorvat 

£-^Lrfpiu\t:r  gri^aS  ^Saiitrrr^«^^^^^ 

loss. 

The  export  movement  for  this  ^ason^ln  tho  »dlt orran^n^Bas in^_ 

a  whole  has  been  Jably  the  most  active  postwar  season, 

od  off  with  prospects  of  having  p  y  ranidlv  that  ships  wore 

At  times,  sales  wcro  roper  oriy  |  ^  Kingdom.  This  sudden 

not  available  to  carry  tno  ^uxs  to  tto  d  h  g  Turkish 

burst  of  activity  ®nded  about  Januap^^l,J950. 

export  markets  during  the  3  somewhat  discouraging.  At  P™- 

rathor  slov,.  with  tonnages  activo.  while  that  in  Italy  is  quiet, 

sent,  tho  French  market  is  modestly  ^cti^vo.  wni 

and  in  Turkey  foreign  inquiries  are  ig 

- - - 1  ,  „a  forelan  rairkot  outlets  and  oompotition 

Ipreliminary  report  of  a  study  provisions  of  tho  Eosoaroh 

with  United  States  almonds,  oonductod  under  P 

and  IJIarkoting  Act. 


<8.47/^ 


WALl'lUTS,  unshelled:  "Sstimated  ooncneroial  production  in 
specified  countries,  19U9  with  comparisons 
(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year  ;  France 

*  * 

•  • 

:  Italy  :  Turkey 

• 

1  other  1 

i 

Foreign  *  United  ] 

total  *  States 

i  . 

World 

total 

•  Short 

s  Short  *  Short 

*  Short  • 

Short  *  Short  * 

Short 

•  tons 

•  tons  •  tons 

*  tons 

tons  *  tons 

tons 

:  ■  * 

: 

Average  • 

•  * 

•  • 

«  t 

«  4 

X 

» 

»  ' 

: 

t  : 

t 

t  t 

I958-I4.7  *  2U,600 

s  15,200  5  6,600 

*  15,1400 

59,600  *  6U,200 

12l+,000 

I9h^hl  •;  17,900 

5  13,700  s  i4.,000 

*  10,200 

1+5,300  V  68,1400 

X  ‘  • 

lll+,200 

Annual  * 

191+3  1  12,900 

;  10,900  ;  5,500 

;  11,200* 

^  \ 

1+0,500  *  65,800 

101+,  300 

I9I4I4.  *  22,000 

;  15,800  ;  5,500 

**  10,100 

5i,i+oo  1  '71,800 

125,200 

19i+5  1  12,100 

’  16,500  2,000 

!  9,800 

1+0,1+00  ;  70,900 

111,500 

19I46  ;  10,700 

;  15,200  *  5,000 

'  10,200 

59,100  ;  71,900 

111,000 

19U7  ;  32,000 

•  ii4.,ooo  •  2,200 

;  9,700 

57,900  1  61+,6oo 

122,500 

i9i4B  1/  ;  13,100 

•  I5,i400  •  10,000 

;  ii,Uoo 

1+9,900  ;  71,100 

121,000 

19149  1/  *  13,800 

=  27,500  *  10,000 

*  15,000 

2/  61+,50p  *2/  85,500- 

2/  11+9,800 

* 

1/  Preliminary. 


2/  Revised. 

t  '  ‘ 

OFAR,  USDA.  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of 
foreign  governments,  reports  of  U.  S.  foreign  service  officers,  results  of 
office  research  or  other  information. 
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for  tho  remainder  of  the  season.  It  now  appears  that  a  siseablo  tonnage  o 
W9  harJost  walnuts  will  bo  oarried  over  in  Italy  and  Turkey,  unless  some 
uncxpocbod , domand  shows  up  soon*  ^  ^ 


France  ; ;  £  • 

The  1949  preliminary  estimate  of  walnut  production  in  Prance  tos  been 
revised  upmrt  to  13,800  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  cornered -with  13,100 

r^O^L?(1938?47^average'of'p4Itoo't:nra^7?  per^n?  of  ?^e°S-year 
^94^47)  avLie  of\7.900  ^  “lOO  t^^ 

of  other  table  varieties,  and  about  4,400  tons  oon^tons  of  which 

tTereTe?e':bou:  3:^0^!^ ‘^0™“:  ^8^0  tens  of  trbot  and  1.400  tons 
of  o?her  table  varieties,  while  the  balance  were  shelling  types. 

On  Januarv  1  19?0,  it  was  estimated  that  about  5,900  short  tons. 

On  January  ,  7D  »  pr'ince.  In  the  Grenoble  district,  it 

unshelled  basis,  remained  in  .  j  rtf'  which 'about  half  were-  "Grenoblos" 

was  estimated  about  f  °  tonf  of  shelling  varieties 

and  the  other  half  shelling  TTr,n-i-fif^^qtates.  In  Bordeaux,  the 

are  being  shelled  ^^tal  Lout  ^,300  tons,  of  which  there  are 

stocks  on  hand  are  estimated^  Marbots,  \oO  tons  other  table  varieties, 

about  2,200  tons  of  Comes,  oOO  tons  Maroo  s,  p  ^  ^ 

and  2,000  tons  of  shelling  varieties.  -  , 

.  The  export  market  in  Official  statistics  for  the 

comparison  to  tho  brisk  pre-  °T..  ,  ,  however,  trade  sources  believe  about 
season  to  date  are  not  ye  shelled  were  exported  to 

920  short  tons  of  ^^^s  of  unshelled  ’’Gronoblos”  exported 

January  1,  19^.  There  were  tons  ol  u  Kingdom, 

from  the  Grenoble  district,  of  ^^hich  addition,  there 

100  tons  to  Belgium,  and  the  ba lane  _hinnod' f rom  Grenoble,  mostly  to  tho 

were  110  tons  unshelled  of  other  3^^,  an  estimated  100  short 

United  Kingdom,  Bordeaux  of  which  LLt  80  tons  were  to  the 

tons  of  unshelled  nuts  ^ring  ^  other  destinations,  mostly  Fronch 

United  Kingdom  and  the  balance  to  various  otner 

areas. 
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Tho  shipments  abroad  of  shelled  walnuts  are  estimated  to  have 
tot'allcd  about  100  short  tons  to  January  1,  19^0,  Grenoble  was  able  to 
ship  only  33  short  tons,  of  which  1$  tons  were  exported  to  tho  United 
States,  11  tons  to  Switzerland,  and  7  tons  to  Belgium.  It  is  reported, 
hov/over,  that  Grenoble  is  busy  at  present  shelling  some  3^0  tons  of 
shilling  bariotios  for  export  to  the  United  States.  This  last  lot  will 
finish  the  shelling  operations  in  tho  Grenoble  district  for  this  sokson* 

In  tho  Bordeaux  district,  an  estimated  67  short  tons  of  shelled  wore 
exported  to  January  1,  19^0,  of  v^hich  27  tons  wore  to  Canada,  11  tons  to 
tho  United  States,  and  tho  balance  to  various  western  European  countries 
in  relatively  minor  lots*  Tho  quality  of  tho  Bordeaux  kernels  is  reported 
very  good  but  there  are  few  large  size  kernels.  In  some  parts  of  the 
district,  a  few  complaints  are  heard  about  the  kernels  being  slightly  too 
dark.  This  condition,  however,  is  not  general  and  is  believed  to  be  con¬ 
fined  to  a  few  isolated  cases. 

The  outlook  for  the  remainder 'of  the  season  appears  at  this  time  to 
be  much  more  promising  than  it  has  been  to  date.  The  Grenoble  district 
stocks  will  be  exhausted  in  a  few  weeks.  In  Bordeaux,  some'  members  of 
the  Trade  feel  that  the  1949  harvest  will  be  entirely  placed  by  June. 

The  domestic  demand  continues  good,  and  a  substantial  tonnage  will  be 
disposed  of  in  this  manner.  The  export  market  has  been  picking  up 
nicely  since  January  1,  19^0.  This  has  been  attributed  by  some  to  the 
reported  poor  quality  of  the  Turkish  nuts  and  lower  stock  positions  in 
som^  of  tho  importing  countries.  It  is  now  estimated  that  total  shell 
walnut .production  in  the  Bordeaux  district  during  1949-^0  wili  be  20,000 
cases  of  95  pounds  each. 


Since  January  1,  1950,  inquiries  have  been  steady  but  have  resulted 
in  relatively  small  purchases  of  shelled  walnuts  by  the  United  States, 
United  Kingdom,  Canada,  Germany.,' Sv/itzorland,  Belgium,  and  the  Scandi¬ 
navian  countries.  There  has  booh  a  good  volume  of  business  since 
January  1  on  unshelled  with  Germany  and  some  small  ^rcols  to  tho 
United  Kingdom,  Egypt,  and  Sweden.  It  is  not  anticipated  that  tho  volume 
of  shelled  nuts  exported  to  the  United  States  will  reach  any  appreciable 

size  tonnage. 

Tho  most  recent  quotations  available  for  tho  Bordeaux  district  are 
as  follows: 


Per  220  pounds  C-F  NY 


Bordeaux  extra  halves — 
Extra  broken - 


|110  to  |119‘ 


$  92.60 
I  90.00 

I  98.00 


Light  Arloquins  halvos- 
Vfhite  Inva lidos  halves — 
Light  Invalides  halvos- 


,■1  93  to  $  99» 


-  ^  - 


Italy 

The  1949  preliminary  estimate  of  vra.lnut  production  in  the  haples- 
Sorrento  district  of  Italy  remains  unchanged  at  27,^00  short  tons,  ^ 
unshelled  basis,  compared  with.  1^,400  tons  in  1948  and  14,000  tons  in 
1947,  The  estimate  exceeds  the  10-year  (1938-47)  average  of  13^2 
tons  by  IO8  percent  and  the  ^-year  (1943-47)  average  of  13^700  tons 
by  101  percent.  It  is  one  of  the  largest  crops  on  record. 

The  stocks  on  hand  from  tho  1949  harvest  on  Jamxary^l,  19^0,  were 
estimated  to  total  about  9*000  short  tons,  unshelled  basis » 

Tho  1949-80  nnrkoting  season  started  slowly.  However,  after  the 
matter  of  British  devaluation  of  the  pound  was  settled,  business  picked 
up  with  considerable  flurry.  It  v^^s  reported  that  at  times  shipments 
destined  for  the  United  Kingdom  were  unable  to  find  ships  to  carpr  them. 
By  January  1,  it  is  estimated  about  7,700  short  tons  of  unshelled  nuts 
had  been  exported  to  tho  United  Kingdom  out  of  a  total  of  11,000  short 
tons  of  exports.  Brazil  was  tho  second  largest  buyer  of  Italian  walnu 
with  880  tons  and  Switzerland  next  with  440  tons,  db her  important  out¬ 
lets  for  the  1949-80  exports  wore  Canada  with  220  tons j  South  Airic  , 

168  tons;  Egypt, ^168  tons;  and  Australia,  110  tons. 

The  market  for  unshellod  is  not  very  active  at  this  time,  as  it 
appoars  tho  British  ovor-bought  early  in  tho 

otLr  countries  have  been  filledt.  Grov;ers  are  still  inclined  to  hold 
remaining  stocks  for  good  prices  on  the  theory  that  the  nev,  crop  mil 

be  small.  ' 

The  export  market  for  shelled  mlnuts  was  very 
,™ll  lotrwere  exported  to  the  United  States  and  Canada.  The  shelled 

market  at  this  time  is  very  quiet  ^rf^Ge^nf  and  ' 

that  a  fair  size  carry-over  into  1950-51  will  be  on  nane 
this  season. 

On  January  4,  the  quotations  in  Ifeples,  f.o.b.,  per  220  pounds  were 
about  as  follows; 

,  V  _  ^42. 00  to  .^44.00 

Sorrento,  unshelled-— .  ^^2.75 

Parlenope,  unshelled 

Light  tolves  and  pieces-,  70% - )  398*00  to  097*00 

Amber  halves  and  pieces,  3O/0— $120..-^50 
Light  halves  only - 


uui'uexJUJt. 


L^.  .4UU  ; 


OOB  ; 


d  AC, 


^QQQ  .■  98-47/3 


-'6’- 


t 


Turkey 

The  1949  p.relimimiry  estlinate  of 'walnut  production  in  Turkov  is  revised 
dovnnmrd  to  10,000  short  tons  the  same  as  in  1948.  The  production  estimate 
relates  to  exportable  surplus  only.  The' estimate  exceeds  the  lO-yoar  fl9'^8-47'i 
averap  f  by  ^2  percent  and  the  5-year  (1943-47)  average  of  4,000 

tons  by  150  percent..  The  adverse  weather  during  the  growing  and  harvesting 
periods  resulted  in  nuts  of  poor  quality.  It  is  reported  spoilage  is  running 
as  high  as  15  percent  of  the  crop.  & 

The  1949-50  export  season  has  been  rather  unsatisfactory  to  date.  It  is 
estimated  thaf*  about  1,100  short  tons  of  unshelled  were  exported  to  January  1 
1950,  mostly  to' the  United  Kingdom.  The  total  export  of  shelled  walnuts  was  * 
estimated  at  only  7?  short  tons.  The  slow  export  narket  is  attributed  to  the 
•very  poor  quality  of  the  nuts,  the  end  of  compensation  deals,  a  record  crop 
in  the  United  States,  high  prices  in  Turkey,  and  the  usual  shortage  of  exchange 
in  foreign  countries.  In  view  of  the  scattered  nature  of  the  walnut  industry 
in  Turkey,  it  is  difficult  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  estimate  of  remaining 
.stocks.  It  is  thought  some  5*000  tons,  unshelled  basis,  remain;  but,  in  viev; 
of  the  poor  quality,  it  appears  doubtful  whether  this  tonnage  can  be  consid¬ 
ered  suitable  for  export.  Exports  are  not  expected  to  absorb  much  of  the 
present  stock.  Foreign  inquiries  are  on  the  weak  side.  It  appears  rather 
unlikely  that  any  significant  tonnage  v;ill  be  exported  to  the  United  States 
for  the  balance  of  the  season. 

During  the  1948-49  season,  1,915  short  tons  of  shelled  walnuts  virere 
exported,  of  w^hich,  according  to  Turkish  statistics,  1,370  tons  were  to  ‘ 
Canada;  23O  tons  to  the  United  States;  and  the  balance  were  to  9  other  coun¬ 
tries  in  relatively  small  quantities.  The  export  record  for  unshelled  nuts 
was  somewhat  bettor,  having  totaled  3,050  short  tons,  of  which  the  United 
Kingdom -was  the  destination  for  2,477  tons.  The  balance  of  573  tons  was 
exported  to  some  20-  other  countries  in  small  quantities. 

Other  countries 


The  1949  Balkan  walnut  crop  appears  to, be  finding  markets  in  eastern 
Europe.  It  has  been  reported  that  one  of  the  countries  in  this  group  has 
made  offers  in  western  Europe,  but,  to  date,  no  takers  have  been  found. 
Chinese  walnuts  }iave  started  to  move  into  the  United  States  market  again  at 
prices  somewhat  lower  than  those  for  domestic  and  from  other  sources.  Dur¬ 
ing  December,  about  ,125  short  tons  of  Chinese  walnut  kernels  entered  the 
United  States.  In  v.iew  of  the  present  political  and  economic  situation  in 
China,  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  reliable  information  on  the  walnut  deal. 

On  the  basis  of  various  bits  and  pieces  of  ini'ormation  at  hand,  it  appears 
unlikely  much  more  .will  be  received  from  that  country  in  the  United  States. 
Some  additional  Chinese  exports  to  Canada  are  anticipated. 


Dortre 
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UNITED  STATESj  Imports  and  exports  of  walnuts 
(Crop  year,  September-August) 


Countries 

Average 

19hh/k5 

I9J4B-I4.9 

Annual 

1914/6-14.7 

19U7-14B 1 19UB-1S ; 

-j - 1. - 

■ 

Short  *  Short  *  Short  *  Short  *  Short 

tons  *  tons  *  tons  •  tons  •  tons 

IMPORTS  Shelled 

: 

• 

China . * 

Hi 

21 

6  * 

142  : 

3 

t 

France ..... 

8 

0 

6 : 

32 

20 

• 

Italy... ... 

II46 

139 

137 ; 

144.0  ; 

32 

Turkey. ... . 

227 

287 

95 . 

113 

Other ...... 

107 

12 

13 : 

• 

277  . 

8I4. 

Total. . . • 

• 

• 

501* 

2  57  • 

• 

1,387  •• 

252 

IMPORTS  -  Unshelled 


• 

• 

China. ....  * 

Italy.....s 

Other.....: 

2/  * 
10  : 
6 

0  : 
115  s 

3  s 

2/  4 

.  3  4 

0  ; 

0  : 
31+  •• 
0  : 

0  ro  0 

*  " 

Total. . . . 

• 

36 

118  ] 

• 

3  : 

31;  ; 

2 

• 

EXPORTS 

-  Shelled 

t 

Canada. • . . ^ 

136 

1  s 

0  : 

0 

J/ 

Cuba. .....* 

1 

89  : 

36k  : 

135 

ETorope....* 

2/ 

1  t 

5  : 

1 

Other .....* 

T8 

31  *• 

Il4  : 

1;9 

7 

• 

Total.. ., 

175 

122  ; 

1415 ; 

185 

11; 

• 

• 

• 

EXPORTS 

-  Unshalled 

« 

« 

Canada. • • • : 

I,2i4i4 

1,1442  « 

7I48  s 

I467 

896 

Cvibsi* 

235 

:  215  : 

253  •• 

29I; 

353 

Europe. • . 

105 

325  *• 

33  *• 

0 

2 

Other . • • . • t 

1495 

»  586  * 

768  X 

383 

t  132 

Total .... 

• 

2,077 

;  2.568  ! 

1,802  \ 

1,114!; 

!  1.383 

• 

1/  5  months,  September  through  November. 
Less  than  one-half  ton. 


Compiled  from  official  sources  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 

FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULiiR 

FEBRUARY  1950  REPORT 


March  2,  1950 


Declared  exports  of  edible  tree  nuts  to  United  States 
(Values  are  f.o.b.  country  of  originj 


FILBERTS 

Shelled; 


Barcelona — 

Naples - 

Palermo---- 
I stanbul - 

Total - 

FILBERTS 
Unshel  led: 

" Bar c  e 1 ona - - 

Naples - 

Pale  rmo - 

I  stanbul - 

T  otal - 

WALNUTS 
Shelle  d: 
Bordeaux- - —  = 

Lyon - - 

Naple  s - - 

I  stanbul - s 

Total - : 


Commodity  * 

Depiieia 

February 

TQjiQ  _  .* 

UCJX  — Xi.U^W  «j  VJ 

February 

1950  ' 

Season  to  date 
lQj,q-30  1/ 

a.iiG  on  u  -  . 

Pounds  * 

Dollars  * 

Pounds  *  Dollars  * 

Pounds  *  Dollars 

* 

ALMONDS  •  : 

Ghs  .led:  : 

■“Bsi:  caiona - : 

Lisbon----*-: 

0: 

93, 50O: 
1^8,231: 
688,2)48: 

0: 

\ 

0; 

31,317: 
148, 854: 

0, 

13,983:  , 
2/  30,800:2/ 

0. 

6,000: 

15,399 

0-  0 
16,623..  6,585 

391,972:  162,550 
498,018:  184,879 

iM3.pX6S'  -  — 

227,392 

~  99,609: 

55,591 

Pa  j  ermo — - — : 

0 

0: 

0 

0:  4 

0:  0 

ivid.  • 

Valencia----: 

Total----* 

BRAZIL  NUTS  : 

Shelled:  : 

Belem  : 

Blanched - •) 

Unblanched-) 

Manau  s 
Blanche d--- 
Unblanched-) 
Total - 

Os 

0 

0: 

0 

1 .144.^79* 

407 , 563 

iiX,592* 

76,990 

906,615'  354,014 

>  y  y  i  y  X  '  —  .  — 

311, 830  .‘3/  127,304 

126,496'.  56,105 

• 

• 

0: 

4/  165,198: 

• 

0: 

14,850: 

0 

51,170 

0 

3,  563 

• 

• 

• 

297,504*.  130,722 

2,708,6'40:  918,280 

0:  0 
782,892:  256,025 

438,  ho= 

183,409 

180,048*. 

5U,733 

3,789,056=1,305,025 

BRAZIL  NUTS 
"Unshelled; 

168,000'.' 
^4.,  000',' 

16,461 

0.' 

0 

:  : 

*  230,932!  51,188 

■6  783.200'  88,6i44 

3  oX  orn.*^  —  “■ 

22,392.  0. 

0 

ivianau  s  — — —  —  — 

Total - 

392,006' 

38,8531  6. 

6 

1,014,132.  119, 8p<^ 

CASHEWS 

Shel led^ 

1- 

1,250; 

1,162,000 

: 

.  • 

4i8‘i  93,550: 

25,27!- 

• 

J;  1,148,600*.  304,221 
).  15, 807,300:5,476,717 

1)04,260.  1,172,450.. 

347 , 65<^ 

T  otal - 

1,163,250 

40 4, 67 8 •  1,2 00 , 000  - 

372,92! 

1=16,955,900*5,780,938 

0 

5,500 

0 

756,652 


762,132 


29,80 
7U,25 
211, 6U 

315,69" 


0-  O':  0 

1,950-.  Or  0 

0:.  Of.  0 

157,528:5/  220,569:-5/  57,678 


159,14,78:  226,569:'  57,678 


0: 

0: 

0: 

0: 


0: 

0: 

0: 

0: 


0: 


0: 


0 :  3U,  650  ■ 

19,5014:  28, 697  s 

53  ,  8142:  60,627: 

96,485:  144,0935 


15,888 
15,384 
18,200 
14,98 

149',  831:  ■  168^067^  64,45'" 


0*  0 

2,200:  900 

0:  0 

2,875,676:  598,709 

2.877.876:  599,609~ 


0; 

9,364: 

0 

0 


9,364 


118,150 

74,777 

100,209 


0 

1,215 

0 

0 


1,215 


52,817 

39,136 

34,190 


99,445*  33,608 

392,581:  159,751 


7t4i6  ;:u:ar4!i;e/4 .3;. ,922. 

Bolivian  transshipments  through  Belem.  _5/  Inciu  e 
at  v16,743» 

Prepared  under  provisions  of  Sesearoh  Marketing  Act.  ^  (OVER) 

USDA-OFAR.  As  reported  by  U.  S.  Consulates  a  roa 


c 


-  2  - 

UNITED  GTATES:  Inports  for  consumption  and  exports  of  specified  nuts 

Crop  year,  September-August 


Latest 

[j  yr.  av. 

19i\U.-U3/ 

194P-4S* 

1S4l7-48 

:  1948-49 

19.49-50 

1/ 

avai lable 
month 
December 

hort  tons 

Snort  tons 

‘Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

: IMPORTS  2/ 

• 

2,^422 

4,179 

:■  4, 370 

-  251 

31 

479 

98 

:  206 

9 

0 

3,oi\2 

1,005 

:  255 

0 

0 

72 

53 

:  47 

16 

2 

6,615 

6,135 

•  4,878 

.  276 

33 

5 

9 

:  2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

:  0 

0 

0 

116 

0 

i  0 

0 

0 

3 

3/ 

s  1 

0 

0 

124 

9 

3 

0 

0 

787 

2,925 

;  2,990 

1,737 

265 

.:  LO 

3/ 

10 

■  0 

0 

797 

2,925 

:  3,000 

1,737  ' 

265 

8,685 

'  14,336 

:  12,462 

'  6, 800 

0 

0 

;  0 

:  .  0 

0 

.  .  0 

8,885 

14,  336 

:  12,462 

6,v800 

0 

14,  501 

l4,7/'.:9 

:  18,303 

6,539 

1,930 

618 

836 

•  .  390 

282 

0 

15,119 

15,585 

:  18,693 

.6,821 

/  1,930 

79 

39 

.:  U3 

7 ; 

,  0 

240 

0 

0 

0 

'  0 

3,632 

2,396 

:  3,623 

1,103 

255 

h5 

11 

30 

2 

0 

3,996 

2,448 

:  3,696 

1,112 

255 

401  •! 

3 

i  44  • 

15  : 

1 

61  • 

0 

:  0 

0  . 

0 

2 

0 

:  0 

0 ; 

0 

0 

0 

:  0  , 

0 ,. 

0 

464 

'Z 

y 

•  '4'- 

15 . 

1 

8 

6 

•  32 

32^ 

12 

148 

137 

:  440 

ho ; 

8 

227 

95 

•  596 

126  ' 

13 

121 

19 

•  319 

120  ; 

33 

504 

257 

:  1,387 

318; 

66 

•  EXPORTS 

223  ■ 

145 

I  108 

131  : 

30 

271 

■  1  (.66 

:  194 

229 

9- 

324  ^ 

196  • 

!  .  560 

150 : 

.  44 

488  : 

,  111  • 

:  .  143 

210. 

4 

175  ' 

■  413 

•  •  185 

18' 

4 

2,144 

1,973 

•  1,144 

1,455 

72 

Commodity  and 
countries  of  origin 


Almonds,  shelled 

TTaTy - - 

Portugal - - 

Spain - - 

Other  countries - 

Total - 

Almonds,  unshelled 

Italy - : - 

Portugal - i — - - 

Spain- - ^ - r - - 

Other  countries - 

Total-- . . 

Brazil  nuts,  .shelled 

Brazil - r- - 

Other  .countries - 

Total . . 

Brazil  nut s ,' unshelled 

Brazil - - - - - 

Other'  countries - - 

Total - 

Cashe^vs,  shelled 

India. - : - - - 

Other,  countries - 

■  Total - — . 

Filberts,  shelled 

Italy - 

Spain - — 

Turk  ey - — - — 

Other  coTintries - 

Total - 

Filberts,  uhshelled 


Italy-— . . 

Spain - 

Turkey - 

Other,  countries- 

.  Total- - 

Walnuts,  shelled 

France - 

Italy - 

Turkey - - - — ■ 

Other  countries- 

Tota'l - 


Almonds  U/--' 
Filbert  s~l4./~- 
Pecans’  "  ' 
Shelled--. 
Unshelled-. 
Walnut  s 

Shellea-  — . 
Un she lied-  ■ 


1/  ,4  months ,  September  through  December,.  2/  The  tonnages  shown  in  import  for 
corTsumption  table  are  tonnages  on  which  duty  has’been  paid  and  should  not  be 
confused  with  general  import  or  declared  export  statistics  on  page  1.  5/  Less 

than  one-half  ton.  I4/  Shelled  and  unshelled  not  separately  reported. 


f 
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TREE  iJTJTS:  Estimated  foreign  production 
in  specified  countries 


(Rounded  to  nearest  100  tons) 


Average 

Annual 

• 

1938- 19U7 

'  196-3-1967 

1967 

*  196-8  1/ 

*  1969  1/ 

Short  tons 

-Short  tons- 
•  - - -  • 

Short  tonE 

).  Short  tons.  Short  tons 

ALIvIONDS,  shelled 

Franc e- 

700 
2,200 
7,100 
30,800 
2,  600 
2)4, 200 

Frfcnch  MnT*rmr>n— — 

t  600  ; 

1,000 

1,100 

;  300 

Iran - - - 

1,700  ; 
6,900  : 

1,200 

3,300 

:  1,900 

Inal  y - - - 

6, 000 

7,000 

:  7,700 

Portugal _ - _ _ 

36,800  ; 

66, 200 

13,700 

:  20,000 

Spai  n  —  -  -  -  _ _ 

2,200  ; 

1,100 

2,900 

:  6, 200 

26,500  ; 

22,000 

21,000 

:  21 , 900 

Total - 

67,600 

70,500  .* 

78, 500 

56, 000 

.  56,000 

FILBERTS, 

unshelled 

1  taiy- 

Spai  n  —  _ _ 

19,800  ; 
21-,  000  : 
53,700  : 

22,000  ; 

9,900 

26,600 

:  33,000 

Turkey------ _ 

25,000  ; 
59,  600  : 

33,000 

16, 500 

:  18,000 

60,500 

55, 000 

:  85,800 

i  otai- — - - - - 

97,500  : 

106,600  : 

103,600 

95,900 

156,800 

Balkan  countripg___ 

WALNUTS, 

unshe  Ilec 

15,U00  ; 
2U,  600  ; 
13,200  : 
6,  600  : 

10,200  ; 

F  ra  nee - - - 

9,700 

11,600 

13,000 

ItaliA - -  _ 

17,900  ; 

32, 000 

13,100 

13,  300 

Turkey _ _ _ 

13,700  : 
6, 000  : 

16,000 

15,600 

27, 500 

2,200 

10,000 

12,000 

Total - - - 

_  59, 800  * 

65,800  • 

57,900 

69,900 

65, 800 

TOTAL 

Shel led 

Almonds - - - 

Unshelled 

67,600  ; 

70,500  : 

77,500  ; 

56, 000  ; 

56,0.00 

Brasil  nuts - 

Cashews - 

Filberts - 

Walnut  - - 

1  ATvVTT"^  _ _ 

27,100  ; 
6.8,700  . 
97,500  : 
59, 800 

iMss : 
106,600  : 
65, 800  , 

30,500  ; 
26,900  . 
103,600  : 

57,900;  : 

19,000  : 

51,000  . 
95,900  ; 
69,900.. 

35,600 

38,900 

136,800 

65, 800 

-L/  1  OX  j.ji:  /  riM  ry «  ■ — -  -  • 

Prepprsd  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  stati^tinc  • 

reports  of  U.c,  foreign  service  officers  result-  o/off-  government; 

information.  ’  results  of  office  research  and  other 


TREE  NUTS; 


Estimated  United  States  production 


Commodity 

Averare 

Annua 1 

1938-67  *  196^-67 

1967 

1968 

1969 

5>>..  ■ 

-aimonds- - - 

onort  tons;i>hort  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tors 

• 

21,600  ;  27,100 

5, 5o8  ;  5, 600 

23, 570  !  25, 621 

31 , 74O  .  55, 657 

66,200  *  68,600 

UNSrlELLED 

29,200 

8,800 

22,635 

36,885 
66, 600 

36, 000 
6, 660 

38,276 
50  ,  558 
71,100 

39,000 

11,260 

ff.m 

85, 500 

Filbert.- - - 

Pecans; 

Im  Dr  n  ve  d  —  —  —  —  — 

Seed1 1  ncr-._— __ 

Walnuts---- _ _ 

Total - 

166,678  :  162,378 

161,920 

200,376 

192, 588 

Pnreau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  Crop  Reporting  Board. 


y  ,087,000.00  IS  being  subscribed  by  an  American  firm. 
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about 
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f.i.AR  a  3  1353 
yNIVESSirV  Of  !LUim 


India  19^0  Cashew  Forecast  Bolov;  Average  l/ 
By  W.  R.  Schreiber,  Agricultural  Economist 


r  .  forecf^st  of  casliew  production  in  India  including 

tros  IS  33,600  short  tons  un  she  lied  basis  compared  ivith  38,900  tons  in  1949 
and  51,000  tons  in  I946.  Thd  forecast  is  3I  percent  below  the  10-yeer 
(1938>-47j  average  of  48,700  tons  and  28  percent  below  the  ^-year  (1943.47) 
average  of  46,600  tons.  These  figures  relate  to  the  nuts  grown  in  India 
and  Goo  only  and  should  not  be  confused  with  the  output  of  shelled  cashew 
nuts  in  India  which  includes  substantial  quantities  of  AfriTan“imports . 

Growing  conditions  in  India  during  the  present  season  have  not  been 
,"5^^heast  monsoon  expected  during  October  to  December 
1949  was  a  dismal  failure.  The  southv/est  monsoon  which  sets  in  from  the 
beginning  of  Juno  and  continues  until  the  middle  of  Septcm.ber  and  is  most 
important  to  the  Malabar  coast  where  cashew  trees  abound  was  said  to  br 

about  normal  during  the  year  I949.  The  flowers  now  on  trees  indicate  a 
greatly  reduced  crop. 

The  forecast  converted  to  a  shelled  basis  indicates  that  from  Indian 

7,000  short  tons  of  shelled  cashews  are  anticiFW 
in  South  India,  8OO  tons  in  Bom.ba.y  and  600“"tons  'in  Goa.  In  addition  it  is 
reported  prellmlrnry  Poreoeets  of  the  ffrioor  crop  irdhrte  irwUrbro 
bumper  one  ol  which  it  is  estimated  from  6l,600  to  57,200  short  tons  of 

rcporteffrom'Brh  consistently 

1  rf  U  °®^mericsn  firm  plsns  to  purchsse  sn  estimated 

the^lQdn  ““  unshelled  nuts  In  ffrioa  for  use  in  oil  crushing:  during 

2fl  00??o‘Tf  Am  y  out  to  be  the  case  it  would  leave  from 

^  y”'  rvaqable  for  export  to  India  or  the  equivalent  of  7,000 
to  8,400  tons  of  kernels  if  one  uses  the  4  to  1  conversion  factor.  Recently 
iffoct  ^®?°''tud  that  ehero  is  a  possibility  that  the  oil  deal  would  not 
affect  this  year’s  operations.  This  would  indicate  that  if  the  maximum 
possible  exports  were  made  from  ffrica  to  India  and  the  American  firm  did  not 


V  Prepared  under  the  provisions  of  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act. 


6,700 

• 

•!  31,100 

1 

37,800 

? 

5,600 

:  : 

:  28,000  .  33,600 

1 

12,600 

j  46,200 

^8,800 

1 

16,600 

.  ^8,800 

75,600 

'  4 

■ 

10,100 

j  16,800 

26,900 

11,600 

!  39,200 

^1,000 

4 

5,300 

I  33.600 

38,900 

. 

- .  r 

■  ' 

■'i 

5,600 

!  28,000 

33,600 

\  U 

A 


OFAR,  USDA.  Prepeired  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics 
of  foreiyi  governments,  reports  of  l/.S,  Foreign  Service  officers,  results 
of  office  research  and  other  informe.tion . 


buy  the  rjuts  for  oil  the  total  avrdleble,  supply  in  Indis  based  pn  present 
forecasts  would  be  23,800  to  2^,200  short  tons  of  kernels.  If  the  American 
firm  should  buy  nuts  for  oil  to  the  extent  of  the  estimate  total  supply 
available  for  export  from  India  viould  be  from  1^,400  to  16,800  tons  shelled 
nuts  , 

Indian  importers  of  African  unshelled  cashews  are  disturbed  at  the  t 

increased  cost  of  African  cashews  and  have  so  far  refused  to  pay  the  higher 
prices  except  for  relatively  small  quantities,  i'frica'n  prices  have  weakened 
slightly  but  are  expected  to  increase  again  if  and  when  the  Indians  start 
heavy  purchases.  The  kernel  market  in  India  has  been  depressed  for  some 
time  and  the  Trade  in  India  states  it  is  unable  to  operate  at  current  high 
prices  of  unsholled  on  the  one  hand  and  lowed?,  prices  for  kernels  on  the 
other.  Prior  to  devaluation  the  owf,  price  for  320  count  was  about  4^  cents 
but  dropped  to  39  cents  after  devaluation,  then  to  39  cents  in  December. 

It  is  reported  the  Trade  in  India  is  now  thinking  in  terms  of  35“ 36  cents 
for  new  crop  and  state  that  they  cannot  do  business  at  lower  prices.  A  few 
recent  sales  to  Now  York  were  on  the  basis  of  37  cents.  The  proposed 
export  tax  on  cashews  exported  to  the  United  States  is  believed  to  have 
been  given  up  by  the  Indian  Government,  It  is  also  improbable  that  an 
import  tax  on  African  nuts  will  be  imposed  this  season. 


uui 


jLC. 


Z 


UNITED  STATES t  Imports  of  cashew  nuts 
(Crop  year,  September -August) 


Year 

t 

t 

t 

t 

Shelled 

• 

« 

»  Brazil 

t 

It; 

*  India  t  Others  * 

t  : 

Total 

t  t 

Averages 

!  Short  tons 

! 

t 

Short  tons  1  Short  tons  * 

•  « 

•  « 

t  t 

Short  tons 

1939-48 . 

-s  164 

1 

]  12,338  :  225  t 

12.727 

1944-48 - 

Annual 

281 

1 

j 

• 

t  8 

^  14,501  1  337  s 

:  : 

a  • 

«  t, 

i  i 

15.119 

1943-44 . 

-t  110 

8  8 
;  3.619  *  309  * 

4,038 

1944-4^ - 

374 

4  8 

*  10,239  t  204  * 

10,817 

1945-46 - 

-*  303 

J 

*  13,892  :  292  ! 

14,487 

1946-47— . 

-1  -  309 

• 

J  15,323  :  383  t 

16,015 

1947-48- . 

“•  3^1 

4 

*  14,749  t  485  J 

t  •  # 

15,585 

1948-49— . 

-»  66 

J  18,303  :  324  : 

18,693 

1949.50  1/- — 

-1  2/ 
t 

8  I  t 

:  6,539  *  282  j 

t  {  t 

6,821 

1/  4  months,  September  through  December. 
2/  Less  than  one-half  ton. 


Compiled  fronri  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
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the  library  of  the 
2  ;  !9s0 

UNIl'tRSiiy  OF  ILLINOIS 


By  W,  R.  Schreiber,  Agricultural  Economist 


Brazil  Nut  Forecast  Lower  l/ 


The  1950  preliminary  forecast  of  Brazil  nut  production  is  24,600  short 
tons  unshelled  basis  compared  with  35>200  tons  in  19^9  18,900  tons  in 

1948.  The  forecast  is  only  1  percent  below  the  10-year  (1938-47)  average 
of  24,800  tons  but  72  percent  above  the  (1943“47)  average  of  14,300 

tons.  It  is  still  somewhat  too  early  to  obtain  reliable  estimates  of  the 
1950  crop.  There  is  the  usual  difference  of  opinion  among  the  Trade  as  to 
the  probable  1950  harvest  with  some  foijecasting  a  harvest  about  3*000  tons 
smaller  than  given  in  the  first  sentence  of  this  report. 

At  present  it  appears  likely  that  about  12,^00  tons  will  be  collected 
in  the  Belem  district,  600  tons  in  Parintins,  600  tons  in  Itacoatiara,  and 
10,900  tons  in  Manaus,  These  district  estimates  may  be  compared  with  the 
follov/ing  for  the  1949  season:  Belem  17,900  tons,  Parintins  9OO  tons, 
Itacoatiara  8OO  tons,  and  Manaus  15,600  tons,' 

The  1950  export  season  is  reported  to  have  started  very  slowly  in 
comparison  to  former  seasons.  United  States  importers  have  been  slow  in 
acquiring  new  stocks.  Prices  being  offered  interior  traders  are  lower 
than  that  of  last  season  and  may  result  in  fewer  nuts  being  brought  out 
of  the  jungle.  The  lower  prices  being  offered  by  exporters  is  a  result  of 
the  lack  of  foreign  demand,  Tho  British  buyers  as  was  their  prewar  custom 
have  entered  the  market  early.  It  is  reported  that  by  early  February  they 
had  purchased  1,650  short  tons  of  unshelled  nuts  for  March-April  delivery 
provided  the  British  Government  grants  import  permits,  Brazilian  exporters 
are  estimating  that  British  interests  will  purchase  some  5*500  short  tons 
during  the  season.  It  is  reported  that  of  the  first  purchase  of  1,650  tons, 
about  1,100  tons  will  be  exported  from  Belem  and  the  beilance  from  Manaus, 

It  is  expected  American  buyers  will  actively . enter  the  market  in  Brazil  in 
March  and  continue  to  purchase  until  they  have  filled  their  needs. 


1/  Prepared  under  the  provisions  of  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act, 


BRAZIL  NUTS  I  Estimated  corrLTiercial  production  in 
Brazil,  1950  with  comparisons 


(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 
Un shelled  basis 


Year 


Bolivia 


Brazil 


Total 


Averages  t  * 

.  j 

1938-47 . — . ' 

• 

1943- 47 — - * 

t 

t 

Annual t  , 

1943 . 

1944 —  . — i 

1945  . . — 

♦ 

1946  . i 

1947  . 

s 

1948- . 

1949  1/- . • 

1950  1/ - ! 


rt  tons 

Short  tons 

t 

s 

e 

Short  tons 

2,300 

24,800 

t 

% 

: 

27,100 

100 

.  14,300 

t 

t 

14,400 

• 

• 

i 

4 

3,400 

t 

t 

3,400 

« 

t 

0 

3,300 

t 

z 

3,. 300 

100 

6,800 

• 

• 

t 

6,900 

100 

27,500 

: 

27,600 

100 

30,400 

t 

t 

30,500 

100 

18,900 

: 

* 

19,000 

200 

35.200 

• 

• 

• 

35,400 

200 

24,600 

* 

: 

24,800 

: 

t 

( 


_^>.J 


1/  Preliminary* 

OFAR,  USDA.  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics 
of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  U.  S,  Foreign  Service  officers,  results 
of  office  research,  and  other  information. 


UUITED  STATES*  Imports  of  Brazil  nuts 
(Crop  year,  Septemter-August) 


Coiintry 

Average 

Annual 

1939/40- 

1948/49 

1944/45- 

1948/49 

*  !  !  1/ 

1946-47  1  1947-48  *  1948-49  *  1949-50 

•  «  * 

•  •  • 

A  •  « 

• 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 
• - 

Short  *  Short  *  Short  *  Short 

tons  *  tons  *  tons  *  tons 

- —  ♦  —  I  — -  .  — 

SHELLED 


Brazil — — — 

3.389 

2,627  1  3,260  !  2,925  J  2,990  1,737 

Other---— 

75 

4  ;  12  ;  2/  :  10  ;  0 

•  «  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

Total- - - 

3,464 

2,631  ,  3,272  s  2,945  .  3,000  ,  1,737 

f  •  e  « 

•  •  •  • 

UNSHELLED 

Brazil-- — - 

8,178 

8.885  ;  11,739  1  14,336  *  12,462  *  6,800 

*  :  s  : 

Other--——, 

0  ,  0  .  0  .  0  J  0 

Total - 

. 

8,182 

e  •  ♦  • 

8,885  *  11,739  i  14,336  i  12,462  i  6,800 

1 

*  t  t  : 

1/  4  months,  September  through  December* 
2/  Less  than  one-half  ton. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
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Declared  exports  of  edible  tree  nuts  to  United  States 
(Values  are  f.o.b.  country  of  origin) 

September-August  _ 


Commodity  and 


BRAZ-IL  NUTS,  un she  lied 


Pounds 

Dollars  *  Pounds 

Dollars*  Pounds' 

Dollars  < 

ALMONDS -shelled 

Barcelona - 

0 

0  5  0 

0  :  0 

0 

Lisbon — - - 

121,000 

41,705  8,389 

3,600  :  29,012 

10,185 

Naples - 

209,461 

80,312.  s;  46,200 

23,352  •  438,172 

185,902 

Palermo - 

286,770. 

96,772  •■153,000 

53,000  t  651,018 

237,879 

Malaga — - - 

0 

G  ''  0 

0  i  .  0 

0 

Valencia - - 

•  0 

.0  5'  0 

0  :  •  0 

0 

. Total- - 

617,231 

218,789...*.  207,589 

79,952  *1,114,202 

433,966, 

BRAZIL  NUTS,  shelled 

...  ..J  . 

Belem 

Blenched- - - 

474  '  72,600 

■  31,197  '  370,104 

■  161,919 

Unblanched - 

738,270 

P3,676  t  323^070 

101,639  '3,031,710 

1,019,919 

Manaus 

• 

• 

Blan  ched - 

)  .  ■  n 

*  0 

0  '  0 

0 

Unblan  ched-- - 

j  163,480 

7'^, 42b 

■  .6,223  '  801,042 

262,246 

Tot  al - 

901,750 

376,104  ;  a13,820 

.139,059  14,202,856 

1,444,084 

March  1949 


March  195^ 


Belem - 

713,440 

67,484 

;  0- 

0 

'  230,932 

31,188 

Manaus--. - 

392,000 

31,892 

;  0 

0 

■  783,200 

88,644 

Total - 

1,105,440 

99,  376 

0 

•  « 

0 

;i, 014, 132 

119,832 

CASF.mS,  shelled 

Bombay--- - 

786, 300 

280,001 

;  35,750 

8,487 

'1,184, 350 

312,708 

Madras - - - 

4,182,000 

1.593,450 

:2,095,450 

617,105 

37,902,750 

6,093,822 

•  Total - 

4,968,300  iL,873,45l 

.2,131,200 

625,592 

19,087,100 

6,406,530 

FILBERTS,  shelled 

« 

Barcelona - 

0 

0 

^  2,695 

605 

'  2,6q5 

605 

Naples - 

18,385 

6,155 

'  2,866 

1,365 

'  5,066 

2,265 

Pale  rmo - r  — 

0  ■ 

0 

'  0 

0 

*  0 

0 

Istanbul - —  - - 

793,433 

185,169 

•2/187, 108 

2/51,585 

;  3,062,784 

650,294 

Tot  al - 

811,818 

191,324 

:  192,669 

53,555 

1 3,070,545 

653,164 

FILBERTS,  ’unshelled  • 

Barcelona - ^ 

0 

0 

;  0 

0 

0 

0 

Naples - - 

16,170 

2,100 

0 

0 

;  9, 364 

1,215 

Palermo--- - - 

0 . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Istanbul - 

0 

0 

0 

• 

0 

;  0 

0 

Total . 

16,170 

2,100 

!  0 

0 

;  9,364 

1,215 

WALNUTS,  shelled 

• 

Bordeaux - 

12.400 ■ 

7,008 

:  13,750 

5,659 

.  131,900 

_ 98,476 

Lyon - 

11,037' 

7,500 

:  14,900 

8,431 

t  89,677 

47,567 

Naple  s - 

8,800’ 

3,  ’775 

:  98,151 

31,005 

:  198,360 

65,195 

Istan bu 1 - 

126,62^- 

43,211 

:  41,250 

11,326 

:  140,695 

44,934 

Total - 

158,859’ 

61,494 

'  168,051 

• 

• 

"  56,421 

;  560,632 

216,172 

Season  to  H^lEe 

1919-50  1/ 


1/  7  months,  September  through  March,  ^ 

7/  Includes  44,800  pounds  blanched  valued  at  $17^ 389* 

Prepared  under  provisions  of  Research  end  Marketing  Act, 
USDA-OFAR,  As  reported  by  U.S,  Consulates  abroad. 
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UNITED  STATES;  Imports  for  consumption  and  exports  of  specified  nuts 

Crop  year,  September-August 


Commodity  and 
countries  of  origin 


Almonds,  shelled 

Italy- - ^ - 

Portugal - 

Spain - 

Other  countries- - 

Total - 

Almonds,  unshelled 

Italy - ~ - - 

Portugal - 

Spain - --- 

Other  countries - 

Total - 

Brazil  nuts,  shelled 
Brazil - — 

Other  countries- - - 

Total - 

Brazil  nuts,  unshelled 
Brazil - 

Other  countries - 

Total . . 

Cashews,  shelled 

Tndia - - 

Other  countries - 

Total . 

Filberts,  shelled 

Italy- - - - 

Spain - 

Turkey - — 

Other  countries - 

Total - 

Filberts,  unshelled 

Italy-- - - 

Spain - 

Turkey - 

Other  countries - 

Total - 

Walnuts,  shelled 

•  France - - - 

Italy - 

Turkey - - - - - 

Other  countries - 

Total-  — . . 


Almonds  4/ — 
Filberts”  4/- 

Pecans  ~ 

Shelled - 

Unshelled-- 

Walnuts 

Shelled---- 
Unshelle  d-'- 


5  yr.  av, 

1944-45/ 

1948-49 

1947-48 

1948-49 

•  « 

S  1949-50  i 
;  1/ 

•  • 

Latest 

available 

month 

January 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

tShort  tons: 

Short  tons 

IMPORTS  2/ 


2,422 

479 

3,642 

72 

4,179 

98 

1,805 

53 

4,370 

206 

255 

47 

341 

9 

0 

16 

90 

0 

0 

3/ 

6,615 

6,135 

4,878 

366 

90 

3 

9 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

116 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

3/ 

1 

0 

0 

124 

9 

3 

0 

0 

787 

2,925 

2,990 

2,004 

267 

10 

3/ 

10 

0 

0 

797 

2,925 

3,000 

2,004 

267 

8,885 

14,336 

12,462 

6,800 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8,885 

14,336 

12,462 

6,800 

0 

14,501 

14,749 

18,303 

8,266 

1,727 

618 

836 

390 

306 

24 

15,119 

15,585 

18,693 

8,572 

1,751 

79 

39 

43 

7 

0 

240 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3,632 

2,398 

3,62  3 

1,624 

521 

45- 

11 

30 

2 

0 

3,996 

2,448 

3,696 

1,633 

521 

401 

3 

44 

15 

0 

61 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

464 

3 

44 

15 

0 

8 

6 

32 

55 

23 

148 

137 

440 

42 

2 

227 

95 

596 

132 

6 

121 

19 

319 

338 

218 

504 

257 

1,387 

567 

249 

EXPORTS 

223 

145 

108 

184 

3 

271 

466 

194 

229 

3/ 

324 

196 

560 

172 

22 

488 

111 

14  3 

213 

3 

175 

413 

185 

19 

1 

2,144 

1,973 

1,144 

1,469 

14 

1/  5  months,  September  through  January,  .2/  The  tonnages  shown  in  import  for 
consumption  table  are  tonnages  on  which  duty  has  been  paid  and  should  not  be 
confused  with  general  import  or  declared  export  statistics  on  page  1,  3/  Less 
than  one-half  ton.  4/  Shelled  and  unshelled  not  separately  reported,  ~ 


TREE  NUTS;  Estirnsted  foreign  production 
in  specified  countries 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  tons) 


Average 

Annual 

1938-1947!  1943-1947 

1947  ;  1948  1/  !  1949  1/ 

Short  tonstShort  tons 

Short  tons;Short  tons;Short  tons 

i^LMONDS,  shelled 


France . 7OO  t  800  ;  1,000  ;  1,100  :  300 

French  Morocco - 2,200  ;  1,700  ;  1,200  ;  3,300  :  1,900 

Iran . 7,100  ;  6,^00  ;  6,000  ;  7,000  ;  7,700 

Italy . — .  30,800  ;  34,800  ;  46,200  ;  18,700  ;  20,000 

Portugal - ;  2,600  ;  2,200  ;  1,100  ;  2,900  ;  4,200 

Spain - - ;  24,200  ;  24,^00  ;  22,000  ;  21,000  ;  21,900 

Total . ■  67,600  '  70,900  '  77,900  '  94,000  *  96,000 


FILBERTS,  unshelled 

Italy . :  19,800  ;  22,000  ;  9,900  ;  26,400  ;  33,000 

Spain - -  24,000  :  29,000  ;  33,000  ;  14,900  ;  18,000 

Turkey - - :  93,700  ;  99,400  :  60,900  :  99,000  ;  89,800 


Total - 97,900  ;  106,400  ;  10  3,400  )  99,900  )  136,800 


iVALNUTS,  unshelled 

Balkan  countries - -j  19,400  •  10,200  •  9,700  •  11,400  :  11,000 

France - .  24,600  ;  17,900  :  32,000  ;  13,100  ;  13,300 

Italy— . — 13,200  ;  13,700  ;  14,000  ;  19,400  •  27,900 

Turkey - .  6,600  ;  4,000  :  2,200  ;  10,000  ;  12,000 


Total- . ;  99,800  ;  49,300  ;  97,900  ;  49,900  ;  69,800 


.  TOTAL 

Shelled  -  -  •  _  ;  .  .  - . 

Almonds - ;  67,600  ;  70,900  ;  77,900  ;  94,000  ;  96,000 

Unshelled  ;  :  ;  :  : 

Brazil  nuts - ;  27,100  :  14  ,  300  ;  30,900  :  19,000  •  39,400 

Cashews - ;  48,700  :  46,400  :  26,900  ;  91,000  ;  38,900 

Filberts  — . 97,900  ;  106,400  ;  103,400  :  99,900  ;  136,800 

Walnuts . :  99,800  ;  49,800  ;  97,900  :  49,900  ;  69,800 


l/  Preliminary, 


Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  govern¬ 
ments,  reports  of  U.  S,  foreign  service  officers,  results  of  office  research 
and  other  information. 


TREE  NUTS;  Estimated  United  States  production 


Commodity  :  Average  ; _ _ 

,  1938-47  ,  1943-47  ,  1947  ,  1948  ,  1949 

:  Short  tons  •  Short  tons;  Short  tons;  Short  tons:  Short  tons 
‘  UNSIiELLED 

Almonds . — . ;  21,400  ;  27,100  :  2o,200  ;  34,000  ;  39,000 

Filberts - - ;  9,968  :  9,600  ;  8,800  ;  6,440  ;  11,240 

Pecans:  ;  ;  :  ;  ; 

Improved . . :  23,970  :  29,621  :  22,439  J  38,276  ;  21,983 

Seedling . ;  31,740  :  39,697  :  36,889  t  90,998  :  39,^69 

Walnuts . .  64,200  •  68,400  ;  64,600  ;  71,100  ;  89,900 

Total . *  146,478  '  162,378  '  161,920  '  200,374  ^  192,988 


Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  Crop  Reporting  Board 
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FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  GlRCULAR 

OFFICE  OF  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  RELATIONS 
UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
WASHINGTON^  D.C. 


FN  10-50 


APRIL  1950  REPORT 


May  4,  1950 


Declared  exports  of  edible  tree  nuts  to  United  States 
(Values  are  f.Orb,  country  of  origin) 

J 


Commodity  and 
origin 


AIAfONDS,  shelled 

Barcelona  .... 
Lisbon  .  c  ^ , 

Naples  . 

Palermo 
Malaga 
Valenc ia  » 

Total 

BRAZIL  NUTS, shelled 


*  •  • 


Belem 

Blanched 
Unblanched 
Manaus 
Blanched 
Unblanched  ... 
Total  ,0... 

BRAZIL  NUTS.urjshalled 

Belem . . 

Manaus  . . » . , . , , . 
Total  . . , . . 

GAS  HEI/Y S ,  she  1  le  d 

Bombay  . . . 

Madras  . . , .  „ . « . , 
Total 

FILBERTS,  shelled 

Barcelona  . 

Naples  o. 

Palermo  . . 

Istanbul  . . 

Total 

FILBERTS  ,ur^  helled 
Barcelona  . 

Naples  . 

Palermo  . . 

Istanbul  . 

Total . 


'■YALNUTS,  shelled 


Bordeaux 

Lyon  . . .  c , , 
Naples 
Istanbul  . , 
Total 


April  1949  : 

-  -  -  _  • 

April 

1950  ; 

■"■■Season  to 
I94CU50 

date 

1/ 

Pounds 

Dollars  : 

• 

Pounds  : 

Dollars  : 

Pounds  : 

Dollars 

146,30c 

137,14s 

14,00c 

0:  0: 

50,120:  0: 

44,044;^  37,800; 
5,841;  59,600;' 

0:  0; 

0:  0; 

0; 

0; 

18,098: 

21,160: 

0: 

0: 

« 

0: 

25,012: 

475,972: 

710,618; 

0: 

0; 

0 

10,185 

204,000 

259,039 

0 

0 

<^97, 448 

100,005; 

97,400; 

39,258; 

1,211,602: 

473>224 

^  859,782 

• 

a 

• 

* 

340,097; 

• 

• 

145,207: 

275,154: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

55,210; 

83,576: 

• 

0 

0 

0 

515,311: 

3,306,864: 

217,129 

1,103,495 

j  136,620 

53,292; 

• 

0: 

16,500: 

0: 

4,323: 

oi 

817,542: 

0 

266,569 

996,402 

393,389; 

436,861; 

143,109; 

4,639,717: 

1,587,193 

2,147,040 
2,515,147 

« 

178, 348 i 
367,540; 

0; 

112,000; 

« 

# 

0: 

11,857: 

• 

0 

230,932: 

895,200: 

31,188 

100,501 

5,662,187 

545,888. 

112,000: 

11,857; 

1,126,132; 

131,689 

0 

4,111,800 

• 

« 

0; 

1,615,555; 

112,800! 
-2/  = 

« 

* 

34,827; 
3/  : 

« 

1,297,150: 

3/ 

347,535 

3/ 

4,111,800 

1,615, 555:^112, 800;4 

/  34,827:44.297,150:4/ 

>  — ^ 
347,535 

! 

0: 

0: 

Oj 

689,960: 

:  :  ; 

0;  0;  0; 

0:  0;  0; 

0:  0;  0; 

148,648:5/  99,207:5/  24,260: 

* 

0 

2,695: 

5,066; 

0: 

3,161,991: 

605 

2,265 

0 

674,554 

689,960: 

148,648; 

99,207: 

24,260: 

3,169,752: 

0: 

0: 

0: 

0: 

• 

0: 

0: 

0: 

0: 

0; 

0: 

0; 

0: 

ol 

0: 

0: 

0: 

oi 

9,364: 

0: 

0: 

0 

1,215 

0 

0 

0: 

0; 

0: 

0: 

9,364: 

1,215 

7,150:* 

• 

4,100: 

5,500: 

• 

2,222: 

• 

• 

137.400* 

An  Aq« 

23,3^.5: 

0: 

62,730: 

15,132: 

0; 

24,130: 

0: 

91,215: 

331: 

0: 

24,438: 

66: 

89,677: 

289,575: 

141,026: 

89,633 

45,000 

93,225: 

43,362; 

■97,046: 

26,726: 

657,678: 

242,898 

2/  Includes  29,400  pounds  blanched  valued  at  $14,644. 

t!  ^  Excluding  Madras. 

^  Includes  11,023  pounds  blanched  valued  at  $3,460, 

Prepared  under  provisions  of  Research  and  Marketing  Act, 
USDA-OFAR.  As  reported  by  U.S.  Consulates  abroad. 


Yf.R.  SCHREIBER  (OVER) 
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UNITED  ST/'TES:  Imports  for  consumption  pnd  exports  of  specified  nuts 


Crop  year,  September-Augus t 


Commodity  and 
countries  of  origin 

P  yr.  av. 
1Q44-4^/ 

1948-49 

19-'^  7 -^8 

1948-49 

1949 -PO 

1  /  ' 

Latest 

available 

month 

February 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

INiPORTS  2/ 

Almonds,  shelled 

Italy - 

2,422 

4,179 

4,370 

402 

61 

Portugal — - - - - 

4.79 

98 

206 

9 

0 

Spain - 

3,642 

1,805 

255 

0 

0 

Other  countries - 

■  72 

53 

47 

18 

2 

Tota 1 - 

6,615 

6,135 

4,878 

429 

63 

/Imonds,  unshelled 

Italy - - 

3 

9 

p 

3/ 

3/ 

Portugal - 

p 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Spain - 

116 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  countries - 

3 

}J 

1 

1/ 

y 

Total - 

124 

9 

3 

3/ 

3/ 

Brazil  nuts,  shelled 
Brazil - 

787 

2,925 

2,990 

2,259 

25t 

Other  countries - 

10 

3/ 

10 

0 

0 

Tot  el - 

797 

2,925 

3,000 

2,259 

255 

Brazil  nuts,  unshelled 
Brazil - - 

8,G85 

14,336 

12,462 

6, 800 

rs 

Other  countries - 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total - 

8,885 

14, 336 

12,462 

6, 800 

0 

Cashews,  shelled 

Indi a - 

14,501 

14,740 

18,303 

9,117 

851 

Other  countries - 

618 

836 

300 

326 

20 

Total - 

15,119 

15,585 

18,693 

9,443 

871 

Filberts,  shelled 

Italy - 

79 

39 

43 

0 

T 

X 

Spain - 

240 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Turkey - 

3,632 

2 , 398 

3,62  3 

2,027 

40  3 

Other  countries - 

45 

11 

30 

13 

11 

Tota 1 - 

3,996 

2,448 

2,696 

2,048 

415 

Filberts,  unshelled 

Italy - 

401 

3 

44 

15 

0 

Spain - 

61 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Turkey - 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  countries - 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total - 

464 

3 

44 

15 

0 

Vralnuts,  shelled 

France - 

8 

6 

32 

81 

26 

Italy - 

148 

137 

440 

50 

8 

Turkey - 

227 

95 

596 

149 

17 

Other  countries - 

121 

19 

319 

534 

196 

Total - 

^4 

257 

TTW 

814 

247 

Almonds  4/ - 

223  • 

145 

EXPORTS 

108 

187 

3 

Filberts~4/' - 

271  : 

466 

194 

2  32 

3 

Pecans  ~ 

She  lie  d - 

324 

196 

560 

192 

20 

Unshelled - 

488  = 

ill 

143 

213 

3/ 

Walnuts 

Shelled - 

175  ; 

413 

185 

19 

3/ 

Unshelled - 

2,144  : 

1,973 

1 , 144 

1,479 

“  10 

6  months,  September  through  February.  2/  The  tonnages  shovm  in  import  for 
consumption  table  are  tonnages  on  which  duty  has  been  paid  and  should  not  be 
confused  with  general  import  or  declared  export  statistics  on  page  1.  3/  Less 
than  one-half  ton,  Shelled  and  unshel'led  not  separately  reported. 
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TREE  NUTS:  Estimated  foreign  production 
in  specified  countries 


(Rounded  to  nearest  100  tons) 

Average 

Ann  ua  1 

1938-1947 

1943-1947 

1947 

• 

• 

1948  1/  ;  1949  1/ 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Shoi't  tons 

Short  tons. Short  tons 

• 

AmONDS,  shelled 


France - 1  70O  :  fiOO  •  1,000  :  1,100  ;  300 

French  Morocco - 2,200  :  1,700  :  1,200  :  3  ,  300  t  1,000 

. .  7,100  :  6,^00  :  6,000  :  7,000  :  7,700 

I'tsly . 30,800  t  34,800  t  46,200  :  18,700  :  20,000 

Portugal . - . :  2,600  :  2,200  t  1,100  :  2,900  t  4,200 

Spain  - . - . — •!  24,200  ; _ 24,^00  ;  22,000  ; 21,000  ;  21 , 9OC 

Total . '  67,600  :  70,^00  :  77,^00  :  ^4,000  :  '^6,000 


!  F^jBERTS,  unshelled 

Italy . .  19,800  t  22,000  •  9,900  :  26^400  :  33,000 

Spain— . . .  24,000  :  2,9,000  t  33,000  :  14,900  :  18,000 

Turkey . . . 93,700  »  99,400  t  60,900  ;  99,000  j_  39,800 

Total . •  97,900  :  106,400  t  103,400  t  99,900  :  136,800 


^V-ILNUTS,  un  she  lied 

Balkan  countries - .  19,400  ;  10,200  .  9,700  •  11,400  ;  13,000 

France . — .  24,600  ;  17,^00  :  32,000  :  13,100  :  13,  300 

Italy . . .  13,200  !  13,700  :  14,000  :  19,400  :  27,900 

Turkey . . _  6, 6OO  :  4 ,000  :  2,200  ;  10,000  12 , 000 

Total— . s  99.800  !  49,800  :  97,900  :  49,900  t  69,800 


TOTAL 


Shelled 


Alm.onds - 

Unshelled 

67,600 

70,900 

77,900 

94,000 

96,000 

Brazil  nuts - - 

27,100 

N-O 

C 

0 

30,900 

19,000 

39,400 

Cashews - 

48,700 

46,400 

26,900 

91,000 

3C,Q00 

Filberts - - 

97,900 

106,400 

10  3,400 

99,900 

136,800 

Walnuts - 

99,800 

49,300 

97,900 

49,900 

5-^  POC 

1/  Preliminary. 


Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  government^ 
reports  of  U,  S.  foreign  service  officers,  results  of  office  ’"esearch  and  other 
information . 


TREE  NUTS;  Estimated  United  States  production 


Commodity 

Average 

Annual 

1938-47 

19^3-47 

1947  •  1948 

1949 

Almonds - 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons  Short  tons 

Short  tons 

21,/!.00 

9,968 

23,970 

31 , 740 
64,200 

27,100 

9,600 

29,621 

sm 

UNSpLLED 

29,200  :  34,000 

8,800  ;  6,440 

22,439  !  38,276 

3'^,000 

11,240 

21,9r3  3 

2^^,  900 

Pecans  : 

Seedling - 

Total 

146,478 

162,378 

161,920  '  200,374 

192,988 

Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  Crop  Reporting  Board 
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FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 


OFFICE  OF  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  RELATIONS 
UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
WASHINGTON^  D.C. 


mY  19^0  REPORT 

Declared  exports  of  edible  tree  nuts  to  United  States 
(Values  are  f.o.b.  country  of  origin) 

September-August 


June  9»  19^0 


Coinmodity  and 
origin 


ALVO^roS,  shelled 

Barcelona' - - 

Lisbon - - - 

Naples - 

Palermo - 

?'Ialaga - 

Valencia-<i - 

Total - 

brazil  LUTS,  shelled 


LSiy  1949 


Belem: 

Blanched--—' 
Unblanched—— 
Ifeinaus ; 

■  Blanched - 

Unblanched—' 
Total-— 
BRAZIL  MTS , unshelled 

Belem - — ' 

Manaus — - - 

Total—— 
CASHEl’\rS,  shelled 

Bombay—- - 

Ifedras— - — 

Total- - - 

FILBERTS,  shelled 

Barcelona - — 

Naples - - — — — 

Palermo— - 

Istanbul - — 

Total-- - — 

V'A.LMJTS,  shelled 
Bordeaux 

Lyon - •• - - — 

Naples - - — — 

Istanbul  — — 
Total - — 


May  19^0 


Pounds 

Dollars 

Pounds 

Dollars 

Pounds 

Delia rs 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25,012 

2/ 

10,185 

60,557 

25,360 

2/ 

1/, 

2/ 

0 

0- 

i/ 

2/ 

2/ 

522 

0 

0 

1,400 

522 

1,400 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

60,557 

25,3'6o 

3/  -1,400 

3/ 

3/  26,412 

10,707 

)  /'?An  1 

286,939 

136,950 

57,947 

652,261 

275,076 

(>/ 

1 

/ 

214,070 

67,498 

3,520,934 

1, 

170,993 

)£/  19,800 

6,927 

0 

29,700 

7,840 

0 

847,242 

0 

274,409 

762,960 

293,466 

380,720 

133,285 

5,020,437 

1, 

720,478 

1,243,200 

104,955 

0 

230,932 

31,188 

3,833,945 

372,235 

685,600 

75,054 

1,580,800 

175,555 

5,077,145 

476,790 

685,600 

75,054 

1,811,732 

206,743 

288,400 

99,323 

31,250 

2/ 

8,600 

1,328,400 

2/ 

356,135 

3,324,900 

1,327,200 

2/ 

3,613,300 

1,426,923 

31*250 

8,600" 

^1,328,400 

356,135 

0 

0 

0 

'  2,695 

2/ 

605 

4,510 

1,928 

2/ 

2/ 

0 

0 

ii 

1/ 

1/ 

i/ 

684,783 

178,695 

36,519 

27,366 

10,229 

3,189,357 

183,165 

38,447 

3/  27,366 

y 

10,229 

3/3,192,052 

685,388 

0 

0 

2,756 

1,250 

140,156 

61,948 

t  ■  0 

0 

3,000 

2/ 

2,500 

92,677 

50,067 

57,915 

21,048 

i/ 

5,760 

2/  ^ 

50,760 

0 

0 

22,046 

163,072 

57.915 

21,048 

7/  27,802 

1/ 

9,510 

7/  395,905 

z/ 

162,775 

Season  to  date 

1949-50  1/ 


^  8  months.  Sept  ember- April. 

^  Not  available. 

2/  Excluding  Naples  and  Palermo. 
4/  Excluding  Iife.dras. 


^  Inc omplcto  information  from  TTado. 

^  Includes  14,043  pounds  blanched, 

valued  at  $4,617. .  .  . 

2/  Excluding  Naples. 


Prepared  under  provisions  of  Research  and  Marketing  Act,  USDA-OFAR,  as  reported  by 
U.  S.  Consulates  abroad. 


!  LAST  REPORT— Consular  invoices  for  shipment  of  nuts  to  the  United  States  are  no 
longer  required,  and  the  information  contained  in  this  table  ’vill  no  longer  be 
!  available.  This  report  will  therefore  bo  discontinued. 

•  W.  R.  SCHREIBER  (OVER) 
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UNITED  STATES*  Imports  for  consuniption  and  exports  of  specified  nuts 


Crop  year,  September-August 


Commodity  and 
countries  of  origin 

d  yr.  av. 

1944-45/ 

1 048-49 

1947-48 

1948-^-9 

1949-50 

1/ 

Latest 

available 

month 

March 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  torjv'' 

Short  tons  Vshort  tons 

• 

IMPORTS  2/ 

Almonds,  shelled 

Italy- - 

2,a22 

4,179 

4,370 

447 

45 

Portugal - - - 

479 

98 

206 

9 

0 

Spain - 

3,642 

1,605 

255 

0 

0 

Other  countries - 

72 

53 

47 

20 

c 

Totrl . 

6,615 

6,135 

4,878 

476 

47 

Almonds,  unshelled 

Italy - - 

9 

9 

3/ 

0 

Portugal - 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Spain - 

116 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  countries - 

3 

3/ 

1 

3/ 

0 

Total - 

124 

Q 

✓ 

3 

3/ 

0 

Brazil  nuts,  shelled 

Brazil - - - 

■  787 

2,925 

2,990 

.  2,399 

140 

Other  countries - 

10 

3/ 

10 

0 

0 

Total . - 

797 

2,925 

3,000 

2,399 

140 

Brazil  nuts,  unshelled 

Brazil - - — 

8,885 

14, 336 

12,462 

6,800 

0 

Other  countries - 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total - 

8,865 

14,336 

12,462 

6,800 

0 

Cashews,  shelled 

India - 

14,501 

14,749 

18,303 

10,268 

1,151 

Other  countries - 

618 

836 

390 

336 

10 

Total- . . 

1?,119 

15,585 

18,693 

10,604 

1,161 

Filberts,  shelled 

Italy - 

79 

39 

‘4  3 

8 

Spain - 

240 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tu  rke  y - 

:  3,632 

2,398 

3,623  ‘ 

2,265 

258 

Other  countries - - 

11 

30 

13 

0 

Total - - 

3,996 

2,448 

3, 696 

2,306 

258 

Filberts,  unsholled 

Italy - 

401 

3 

44 

15 

0 

Spain - 

61 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Turkey-- - - 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  countries - 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total - 

464 

3 

44 

15 

0 

l''/alnuts,  shelled 

France - 

8 

6 

32 

121 

40 

Italy . . . 

148 

137 

440 

94 

44 

Turkey - 

227 

95 

596 

163 

14 

Other  countries - 

121 

19 

319 

762 

228 

Total - 

504 

1,387 

r;i4o 

326 

EXPORTS 

Almonds  4/ - - — 

223  ' 

145 

108 

191 

4 

Filberts  ~Z/ - 

271 

466 

194 

232 

3/ 

Pecans : 

Shelled . . . 

324 

196 

560 

281 

89 

Unshe lied - 

488  • 

111 

143 

213 

0 

Walnuts 

Sholle  d - 

175 

413 

185 

22 

3 

UnsholJe  d - - - 

2,144 

1,973 

1,144 

1,483 

4 

1/  7  months,  September  through  Ivlarch.  2/  The  tonnages  shown  in  import  for 


consumption  table  are  tonnages  on  which  dxTty  has  b.:on  paid  and  should  not  be 
confusud  with  general  import  or  declared  export  statistics  on  page  1.  3/  Loss 

than  one-hrlf  ton,  4/  Shelled  and  unshelled  not  separately  reported*  ~ 
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TREE  NUTS:  Estimated  foreign  production 
in  specified  countries 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  tons) 


X, 


1938-1947;  1943-1947!  1947  !  1948  1/  !  1949  1/ 

«  «  • 

Short  tons^Short  tons^Short  tonssShort  tons’  Short  tons 


’  ALMONDS,  shelled 

France------------ — — *  JOO  t  8OO  t  1,000  t  1,100  :  300 

French  Morocco - -  2,?00  ;  1,700  :  1,200  :  3# 300  :  1,000 

Iran . *  7,100  ;  6,500  ;  6,000  t  7,000  :  7,700 

Italy- . ’  30,800  :  34,800  t  46,200  ;  18,700  ;  20,000 

Portugal- . —  - . ’  2,600  :  2,200  s  1,100  :  2,900  :  4,200 

Spain - ’  24,200  ;  24,500  t  22,000  :  21,000  ;  21,900 

Total . !  67,600  '  70,500  ;  77,500  '  54,000  ;  56,000 


:  FILBERTS,  unshelled 

Italy - - 19,800  :  22,000  :  9,900  ;  26,400  ;  33,000 

Spain - !  24,000  :  25,000  :  33,000  ;  14,500  :  18,000 

Turkey- . !  53,700  :  59,400  :  60,500  ’  55,000  ’  85,800 

Total - '  97,500  !  106,400  !  103,400  !  95,900  ;  136,800 


WALNUTS,  uns helled 

Balkan  countries - :  15,400  ;  10,200  :  9,700  ;  11,400  ;  13,000 

France - :  24,600  :  17,900  :  32,000  :  13,100  :  13,  3^0 

Italy - - — :  13,200  !  13,700  :  14,000  t  15,400  :  27,500 

Turkey - ’  6,600  t  4,900  ;  2,200  ;  10,000  t  12,000 

Total- . 59,800  '  45,800  ‘  57,900  ‘  49,900  '  65,800 


TOTAL 

Shelled  :  :  t  -  : 

/Imonds - -i  67,600  :  70,500  :  77,500  :  54,000  :  56,000 

Unshelled  *  :  :  :  : 

Brazil  nuts - - :  27,100  :  14,300  :  30,500  :  19,000  :  35,400 

Cashews - .  46,700  .  46,400  .  26,900  .  51,000  .  38,900 

Filberts - *  97,500  ’  106,400  ’  103,400  ’  95,900  136,800 

Vfalnuts . :  59,800  ;  45,800  :  57,900  ;  49,900  :  65,800 


1/  Preliminary 

Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governra 
reports  of  U,S,  foreign  service  officers,  results  of  office  research  and  other 
information. 

TREE  NUTS:  Estimated  United  States  production 


.  Average  .  Annual 

Commodity  . - ;; - ; - ; - 


tShort  tonstShort  tonstShort  tons:Short  tcnstShort  tons 
!  UNSHELLED 

Almonds - 21,400  :  27,100  :  29,200  :  3-4,000  :  39,000 

Filberts - :  5,568  :  5,600  t  8,800  :  6,440  :  ll!240 

Pecans:  ..... 

Improved . . :  23,570  ;  25,621  ;  22,435  :  38,276  :  21,683 

Seedling - - 31,740  •  35,657  :  36,885  :  50,558  :  35,265 

Walnuts - 64,200  :  68,400  ;  64,600  :  71,100  :  65,500 


'To-fcsl . . . :  146,478  :  162,378  :  l6l,920  :  200,374  :  192,588 


Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  Crop  Reporting  Board, 


FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 


OFFICE  OF  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  RELATIONS 
UNITED  states  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
WASHINGTON,  O.C, 


3  3?./,^ 
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June  19,  195*^ 

FOREIGN  MARKET  NOTES— ALMONDS 

Mediterranean  Almond  Forecast  Above  Average  l/ 

By  Yfalter  R.  Schreiber,  Agricultural  Economist 


The  19^0  preliminary  forecast  of  shelled  almond  production  in 
the  6  leading  foreign  commercial  producing  countries  is  81,200  short 
tons  compared  with  60,300  tons  (revised)  in  I949  ond  ^4,000  tons  in 
1948.  Tlie  forecast  exceeds  the  10-yee.r  (1939”48)  average  of  64  ,  300 
tons  by  26  percent  and  the  ^-ye&r  (1944-48)  average  of  69,000  tons 
by  18  percent.  It  is  the  largest  forecast  since  194^  when  89,700 
tons  were  produced, 

Italy,  the  world's  leading  producer  of  shelled  almonds  has  the 
largest  crop  since  1945*  other  countries  except  Iran  have  larger 

crops  or  crops  equal  to  that  of  last  year.  The  prospects  in  Spain 
indicate  a  crop  the  size  of  the  recent  record  crop  of  I945.  The  United 
States  crop  according  to  the  June  1  condition  figure  will  be  consider¬ 
ably  below  last  year, 

Grovang  conditions  in  this  group  of  countries  with  the  exception 
of  Iran  have  been  very  satisfactory  so  far  this  season.  In  most 
countries  January  and  February  were  mild,  and  blossoming  took  place 
slightly  earlier  than  normal.  Blossoming  was  completed  before  the  wet, 
cold  weather  of  March,  April,  and  May  with  the  result  that  very  little 
damage  was  done.  In  Iran,  severe  frosts  late  in  the  blossoming  period 
did  considerable  damage.  All  countries  report  ample  soil  moisture  to 
carry  the  set  through  to  a  good  harvest. 

It  is  estimated  that  about  10,400  short  tons  of  1949  almonds 
remain  unsold  on  June  1;  ^,800  short  tons  in  Italy;  3,  300  tons  in 


1/  The  current  forecast  of  alm.ond  production  is  based  in  part  upon 
a  study  in  the  Mediterranean  area  by  Walter  R,  Schreiber,  Agricultural 
Economist,  during  March,  April  and  May,  I950  under  the  Research  and 
Marketing  Act  program,  U,  S.  Department  of  Aigricult ure ,  It  also  is 
based  in  part  upon  reports  from  U.  S.  Foreign  Service  reports  from  the 
area. 


-Fw: 


AKiIOroS,  SHELLED;  Estimted  commercial  production  in  specified  countries, 

1950  with  comparisons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

France 

French 

Morocco 

Iran 

Italy 

Portugal 

Spain 

Foreign 

total 

United 

States 

unshelled 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

• 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

Average 

1939-48— 

700 

2,200 

6,700 

28,300 

2,500 

23,900 

64,300 

23,300 

1944-48— 

900 

2,200 

0,500 

34,200 

2,300:  22,900 

69,000 

30,400 

Annual 

> 

1945-r— 

500 

3,300 

6,600 

50^600 

2,300 

26,400 

89,700 

27,200 

1946 - 

700 

2,400 

7,700 

- 

33,000 

3,700 

24,200 

71,700 

37,800 

1947 - 

1,000 

1,200 

6,000 

46,200 

1,100 

22,000 

77,^00 

29,200 

1948 - 

1,100 

3,300 

7,000 

18,700 

E 

2,900 

21,000 

54,000 

34,000 

1940  y— 

300 

1,900 

7,700 

2/24,300 

4,200 

21,900 

60,300 

E 

39,000 

1950  V— 

1,200 

3,300 

6,100 

40,000 

’ 

4,200 

, 

» 

26,400 

81,200 

, 

» 

3/ 

^  Preliminary. 

^  Re-dLsed. 

^  Condition  on  June  1—59  percent  compared  with  74  percent  on  June  1,  1949* 

4> 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis 
of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  U.  S.  Foreign  Service 
officers,  results  of  office  research,  and  other  information. 
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Spain;  700  tons  in  Iran;  and  500  tons  in  Portuf,al.  The  carry-over  on 
June  1  represents  approximately  17  percent  of  the  1949  harvest.  The 
present  stocks  are  loss  than  half  those  at  tlie  same  time  last  season. 
The  Trade  in  all  countries  anticipates  hein{>;  able  to  so]l  all  remain¬ 
ing  stocks  before  ne-'v-crop  nuts  come  to  market  this  fall.  If  this 
actually  happens  it  will  bo  the  first  time  in  the  postwar  period. 

The  export  season  now  coming  to  a  close,  Vi'hile  being  much 
different  than  a  normal  prewar  year,  was  nevertheless  rather  success¬ 
ful,  The  Trade  in  som.e  countries  was  not  entirely  satisfied  with 
their  share  of  the  export  business  nor  vatli  prices.  The  entry  of 
Germany  into  the  Mediterranean  oliaond  market  wfs  v.^elcomed,  especially 
by  Italian  ciXDort^rs,  The  removal  of  all  import  restrictions  by  the 
United  Kingdom  early  in  May  brought  a  revival  of  exports  in  Italy, 
Spain,  and  Portugal,  Franco  purchased  more  almonds , abroad  than 
noririal  in  the  postwar  period.  The  Scandinavian  and  Lovj  Countries 
also  purchased  more  almonds  than  they  did  la  year  ago.  The  United 
States  imiports  of  foreign  almiOnds  v/ere  considerably  below  those  of 
the  previous  year.  Official  export  statistics  for  all  countries  are 
not  yet  available,  but  it  appears  that  the  principal  buyer  of  ^ 
Mediterranean  almonds  during  the  season  was  the  United  Kingdom, 
followed  by  France, 

The  outlook  for  the  1950“b3  export  season  in  the  Mediterranean 
in  general  ’appears  som.ewhat  brighter  at  this  time  than  it  has  for 
some  years.  The  Trade  in  almioet  all  countries  is  veiy  optimistic 
about  the  prospects.  The  rctuiTi  to  a  free  trade  on  the  part  of  the 
British  is  looked  upon  as  the  largest  single  factor,  favorable  to 
moving  the  19^  harvest.  The  reappearance  of  Germany  in  Mediterranean 
Basin  almond  markets  is  also  a  very  important  factor  in  the  coming 
season.  The  flow  of  import-export  trade  between  the  countries  is 
I  increasing  and  more  and  more  obstacles  hin'’3ering  trade  are  being 
removed.  The  credit  situation  betv/eon  many  of  the  countries  in 
YiTestem  Europe  appears  to  be  er-.sir;g,  thereby  facilitating  trade. 


The  reports  of  an  anticipated  sinrll.  California,  almond  crop 
which  appear  to  have  emanated  from  various  United  States  trade  sources 
and  which  have  been  flooding  E’oropo,  have  raised  the  hopes  of  exporters 
abroad.  They  believe  a.  small  Califomi.?.  crop  will  result  in  fewer 
bar-type  almonds  being  produced  in  the  United  States  which  in  turn 
will  mean  a  considerable  increase  in  imports  of  that  type  over  the 
sm.all  tonnage  of  the  season  now  closing.  In  this  same  connection  it 
must  be  pointed  out  that  prior  to  the  re-entry  of  Germany  in  the 
almond  market  of  the  Mediterranean  most  exporters  wrere  none  too 
happy  about  the  bar-type  business  with  the  United  States  although 


ju  L.'.:. 
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svibstantial  tonnages  were  exported.  In  order  to  fill  the  United 
Sbatos  orders  for  bar-type  almonds,  considerable  tonnages  of  nuts 
had  to  be  graded  to  obtain  the  small  kernels.  This  left  the  larger 
sizes  to  be  sold  to  other  markets,  which  although  possible  and 
accomplished  v;as  considered  by  most  exporters  as  an  unnecessary 
risk.  The  Genrian  business  expected  this  coming  season  greatly 
reduces  such  risks  and  gives  the  exporters  r  better  bargaining 
position.  The  Trade  abroad  anticipate  being  f-blo  to  offer  sufficient 
bar-type  to  meet  all  likely  demand,  at  prices  that  will  be  attrac¬ 
tive,  They  are  further  enthused  by  the  current  optimistic  business 
reports  for  the  United  States  and  feel  that  it  will  result  in 
heavier  nut  consumption  in  that  country.  The  slow  market  for  some 
nuts  in  the  United  States  during  the  past  season  seems  to  be  completely 
discounted. 

There  are  'tiio  usual  early  season  rumors  vdth  regard  to  what  the 
Spanish  Government  will  do  about  decontrolling  almonds,  removal  of 
countervailing  duties  by  the  United  States,  and  revaluation  of  the 
Spfinish  peseta.  At  this  time  there  is  nothing  tangible  to  indicate 
v/hat  mil  develop  in  regard  to  these  rumors,  but  recently  1,400 
pounds  of  Spanish  almonds  were  exported  to  the  United  States,  the 
first  since  November,  1948,  This  small  shipment  maybe  an  indication 
of  larger  shipments  later,  but  on  the  other  hand  it  may  only  be  n 
small  lot  being  transshipped  via  the  United  States, 

France 


The  19^0  preliminary  forecast  of  shelled  sweet  almond  production 
in  France  is  1,200  metric  tons  compared  with  300  tons  in  1949> 

1,000  tons  in  1948.  The  forecast  exceeds  the  10-year  (I939“l9d8) 
average  of  JOO  tons  by  7I  percent  and  the  9-year  (1944-48)  average 
of  900  tons  by  33  percent.  The  forecast  is  for  one  of  the  best  crops 
in  recent  years.  It  follows  the  relatively  poor  one  of  1949 
could  bo  expected  to  be  larger, 

TVie  vjinter  was  very  mild  '’nd  blossoming  took  place  a  little 
earlier  than  usual.  Cold  weather  in  late  January  delayed  the 
blossoming  somewhat  but  caused ,  little  or  no  damage  and  the  trees 
wore  generally  virell  covered  with  blossoms  and  successfully  passed  the 
danger  of  frosts.  Frosts  which  came  in  late  /pril  did  no  serious 
daanrgc.  In  view  of  the  generally  favorable  weather  growers  have 
become  optimistic  regarding  the  crop  but  the  actual  harvest  may  be 
slightly  lower  than  now  anticipated.  There  has  been  very  little 
insect  damage.  Rainfall  has  been  adequate  so  far  this  season  and  good 
size  nuts  are  anticipated. 


-  ^  - 


The  1949-^0  marketing  season  was  primarily  one  of  imports  fran 
other  producing  areas.  The  contingent  of  1,100  metric  tons  of 
imports  from  Italy  previously  reported  was  received  during  the  first 
months  of  19^0 •  additional  importation  of  3^000  Hictric  tons  was 
authorized  on  March  11,  193"0  of  which  2,000  metric  tons  have  arrived 
and  the  balance  is  expected  within  the  next  few  months.  Included  in 
this  importation  are  an  estimated  300  tons  of  bitter  almonds.  The 
anticipated  freeing  of  almond  imports  from  Italy  from  controls  has  not 
yet  taken  place;  however,  filberts  were  put  on  the  free  list.  It  is 
not  known  when  import  controls  maybe  removed  on  almonds.  There  is 
reason  to  believe  that  a  substantial  quantity  of  the  imported  Italian 
almonds  were  exported  to  Germany,  The  exact  tonnage  involved  is  not 
kn  own  • 

Imports  from  French  Morocco  during  19^0  to  date  are  estimated  to 
have  totaled  aboiit  ^00  metric  tons  which  includes  sonie  bitters.  On 
January  J,  19^0,  an  import  quota  of  ^00  metric  tons  of  almonds  and 
filberts  from  Portugal  was  authorized.  Of  that  quantity  it  is 
estimated  400  tons  will  be  almonds-.  The  filberts  probably  were  of  . 

Spanish  origin.  The  entire  quantity  has  been  received  in  France,  l-n 
import  quota  of  metric  tons  from  Spain  was  authorized  on 

December  1^,  I949.  This  entire-  quantity  has  been  imported,  A 
subsequent  im.port  authorization  of  1^0,000,000  French  francs  (about 
$430,000)  for  the  purchase  of  Spanish  almonds  was  given  on  M^rch  3»  1950, 
Hov;ever  the  prices  of  Spanish  almonds  at  this  time  were  considered  too 
high  compared  to  Italian  almonds  and  very  few  additional  nuts  are  there¬ 
fore  anticipated  from  Spain,  Importation  of  bitter  almonds  from  Syria 
and  Lebanon  were  freed  from  control  on  December  I7,  1949»  very 
■few  nuts  have  been  received  to  date. 

Official  import  statistics  on  the  importation  of  almonds  are  not 
available.  However,  on  the  basis  of  trade  information,  it  is  estimated 
that  from  the  beginning  of  the  season  to  May  1^  an  estimated  6,400 
tons  of  shelled  almonds  have  been  imported  from  Italy,  Spain,  Portugal, 
and  French  Morocco,  Italy  supplied  nearly  half  of  the  total  and 
Morocco  about  one  quarter.  It  is  probable  that  any  additional  importa¬ 
tion  for -the  remainder  of  this  season  will  come  from  Italy. 

Exports  during  the  season  wore  made  to  Gennany  but  were  Italian 

and  other  imported  almonds.  It  is  estimated  that  the  total  did  not 

exceed  1,000  tons  of  which  several  hundred  tons  were  bittor  almonds. 

/ 

The  prices  being  quoted  at  mid-May  were  about  as  follows!  French 
nev;  crop  shelled  almonds,  unselect,  310  francs  per  kilo  (40  U,  S.  cents 
per  pound),  f.o,b,  railroad  station  Aix-en-Provence;  select,  depending 


Oil  size  pnd  other  factors,  400  to  4^0  francs  per  kilo  (^2  to  U.  S. 
cents  per  pound)  for  September-October  delivery.  It  is  reported  old- 
orop  Moroccan  almonds  for  prompt  shipment  are  being  quoted,  c.i.f, 
Mrvrsoille,  at  260  francs  per  kilo  (34  U.  S.  cents  por  pound)  and 
future  delivery  on  nevj  croo  at  2^^  francs  (33  U.  S,  cents  per  pound). 
Ibalian  old-crop,  unselect,  are  being  quoted  at  300  francs  per  kilo 
(39  S,  cents  per  pouna)  ex-warehouse  Marseille,  Old-crop  Sicilian 
Avclas  are  reportedly  being  offered  at  ^20  francs  (68  U.  S,  cents 
per  pound),  ex-warehouse  ’Marseille,  New  crop,  Italian  unselect,  are 
being  quoted  at  22^  francs  (29  d.  3,  cents  por  pound)  at  frontier. 
Spanish  old-crop  is  being  offered,  ex-warehouse  Marseille,  at  300 
francs  per  kilo  (39  ’d,  S.  cents  per  pound);  selected  at  3^0  francs 
(4,9  d.  S.  cents  per  pound).  ITew-crop  Spanish  are  offered  at  260 
francs  per  kilo  (34  TJ.  S.  cents  per  pound),  and  sulect  at  299  'to  300 
francs  (38  to  39  S.  cents  per  pound)  at  frontier.  Old-crop 
Portuguese  almonds  from  Faro,  ex-warchouse  Marseille,  are  about  300 
francs  ( 39  d ,  S.  cents  per  pound)  v;hile  new-crop  is  offered  at  240 
francs  (31  U.  S,  cents  per  pound),  c.  &  f.  Marseille, 

Stocks  available  at  mid-May  v;ere  very  small  and  consisted  almost 
entirely  of  imported  foreign  almonds.  Practically  all  domestic  pro¬ 
duced  nuts  were  reported  to  have  been  sold  just  before  Easter.  The 
now  marketing  se;^son  will  start  this  fall  with  only  new  crop  nuts 
available  for  domestic  production  plus  some  very  limited  imported  old- 
crop  nuts, 

Tlie  1990“91  marketing  season,  while  some  months  distant,  gives 
promise  of  being  a  little  more  active  than  the  season  soon  to  close. 
The  domestic  production  as  ivell  as  that  of  French  Morocco  will  be 
larger  than  that  of  a  year-ago  and  v/ill  therefore  supply  larger 
tonnages  to  tho  French  merlcet.  The  Trade  feels  that  perhaps  .r  brisk 
business  will  be  done  in  Ita  lian .  nut  s ,  provided  the  Italian  prices 
remain  attractive  and  the  French  Government  grants  additional  quotas 
or  places  almonds  on  the  free  list.  It  appears  unlikely  at  this 
time  that  any  substantial  tonnage  of  Spanish  and  Portuguese  almonds 
will  be  imported  during  the  O'-rly  months  of  the  new  season, 

French  Morocco 


The  1990  preliminary  forecast  for  shelled  almond  production  in 
French  Morocco  is  3,300  short  tons,  compared  v;ith  1,900  tons  in  1949 
and  3,300  tons  in  1948.  The  forecast  exce(;ds  both  tho  10-year  (1939”48) 
and  the  ^.-yeer  (1944-48)  average  of  2,200  tons  by  90  percent. 


The  £>;rowir]g  sec-son,  to  dcte,  hcs  been  favorcble,  clthough  e  leek 
of  soil  moisture  in  some  areas  is  being  reported.  The  drop  has  been 
less  than  normal,  and  the  fruit  is  sizing  well.  The  harvest  is 
expected  to  starts  early  in  August,  if  present  weather  continues. 

The  1949  crop  for  all  practical  purposes  is  reportedly  sold  out, 
although  a  few  minor  parcels  are  still  to  be  found.  Practically  the 
entire  quantity  exported  went  to  France,  It  is  reported  that  French 
importers  ere  getting  more  particuler  about  the  quality  of  almonds 
because  of  the  competition  from  Italian  and  other  almonds.  The  Trade 
reports  foreign  competition  in  the  French  market  forced  prices  down 
to  the  lowest  levels  in  the  postwar  period. 

The  Trade  believes  tiiat  in  the  coming  year  exports  will  be  made 
to  the  United  Kingdom  and  possibly  even  to  the  United  States,  This 
reasoning  is  based  on  the  lower  prices  now  asked  for  lioroccrn  nuts 
and  the  improved  quality.  In  view  of  the  large  crop  elsewhere  in  the 
Mediterranean,  it  appears  probable  at  this  time  that  most  of  the 
exporbable  surplus  will,  os  usual,  find  its  w^oy  into  the  French 
market. 


Iran 

The  preliminary  forecast  for  shelled  almond  production  in 

Iran  is  6,100  short  tons  compared  with  7*700  tons  in  I949  and  7,000 
tons  in  I948.  The  forecast  is  9  percent  below  the  10-year  (I939-48) 
overage  of  6,700  and  6  percent  below  the  5^-year  (I944-48)  average  of 
6,500  tons.  The  forecast  is  for  an  output  about  equal  to  that  of 

1947. 

The  grev/ing  season  to  date  has  not  been  entirely  satisfactory. 

The  winter  was  rather  warm  which,  in  turn,  started  the  grovrth  and" 
blossoming  earlier  than  normal.  Severe  frosts  were  experienced  in 
some  areas  during  the  later  part  of  the  blossoming  pt;riod  causing 
considerable  damage  in  some  sections  of  the  almond  district.  The 

weather  during  April  and  May  was  somev/hat  more  favorable,  with  ample 
rainfall. 

The  remaining  stocks  on  June  1  were  estimated  at  2,200  short  tons, 
shelled  basis,  of  which  about  7OO  tons  are  expected  to  be  sold  before 
new-crop  nuts  appear  on  the  market  in  late  August.  The  stocks  on  hand 
last  year  at  this  time  were  estimated  at  100  tons. 

The  export  market  during  the  season  now  coming  to  a  close  has 
been  slow.  According  to  official  Iranian  statistics,  exports  from  the 


beginning,  of  the  season  to  March  20,  ,  totaled  2,0^8  short  tons, 

shelled  basis,  coraparod  v;d  th  3,29i^  tons  for  the  same  period  last 
serison,  ihe  Trade  believes  that  before  the  end  of  the  present 
marketing  yoar  approximately  2,000  tons  mil  have  been  exported. 
Pakistan,  India,  and  Oermany  have  been  the  principal  destinations 
foi*  exports,  Exports  vjere  also  made  to  other  Near  and  Far  East 
countries.  The  price  of  Iranian  shelled  almonds,  f.o.b.  Khorramshahr, 
at  the  end  of  May  ’rtas  33  rials  per  kilo  (about  45.4  U,  S.  cents  per 
pound ) , 

The  outlook  for  the  1950-51  m.arkoting  season  is  m.uch  the  same  as 
that  of  the  season  noi"  cl  osing.  The  bulk  of  the  exports  are  expected 
to  be  to  India,  Pakistan,  and  other  Near  East  countries.  There  is 
some  talk  tViat  Germany  may  enter  the  market  for  substantial  tonnages, 
but  with  a.  large  crop  in  Italy  at  reportedly  attractive  prices,  it 
seems  improbable  that  this  business  will  materialize, 

Italy 

The  1950  prolimiinary  forecast  of  shelled  almond  production  in 
It''ly  is  40,000  short  tons  com.pared  with  24,300  short  tons  (revised) 
in  1949  'rid  18,700  tons  in  1948,  The  forecast  exceeds  the  lO-year 
(19!^9”48)  avern.ro  of  28  ,  300  tons  by  41  percent  and  the  ^-yerr  (1944-48) 
average  of  3^1,200  tons  by  I7  porcent.  The  forecast,  ’.vhile  not  a 
record,  is  tlio  largest  in  the  past  few  years.  In  the  Bari  district  it 
is  a.nticj  pate-d  approximately  23,000  tons  will  be  produced  this  yoar 
compared  with  10,000  tons  in  19^-9  7*700  tons  in  1948.  The  produc¬ 

tion  in  Sicily  during  1950  is  expected  to  total  about  17,000  short 
tons  compeared  vvj.th  6  ,  300  tons  last  year  and  11,000  tons  in  1948. 

Growing  conditions  in  both  districts  this  year  were  considerably 
better  than  last  season  when  frosts  at  blossoming  caused  considerable 
damage  in  Sicily  mid  parts  of  the  Bari  district.  This  season  the 
mionths  of  Janeary,  February  and  most  of  March  in  Sicily  were  unusually 
m.ild.  It  was  stated  by  some  long-time  residents  of  Sicily  that  it 
was  the  mildest  vdnter  in  a  half  century  during  the  period  mentioned. 
The  wGf'ther  during  the  last  days  of  March  and  April,  however,  turned 
wet  and  cold  with  the  result  that  late  blossoming  trees  in  the  higher 
altitudes  such  S'S  coround  Paterno  and  Etna  suffered  heavy  losses.  A 
survey  made  during  the  first  week  of  May  in  the  higher  regions  revealed 
rn  extremely  light  set  of  fruit  in  this  arer  ,  The  lower  regions  near 
the  coast  where  blossoming  had  taken  place  earlier,  thus  escapnng  the 
cold  wot  weather,  had  from  average  to  vexy  good  sets.  In  the  interior 
away  from  the  coast  end  high  altitudes  the  set  was  from,  average  to 
slightly  above  average,  A  larger  proportion  of  small  ’’bar  typo" 
alifionds  than  last  year  is  anticipated  in  Sicily  this  year. 
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In  Br.ri,  the  most  importrnt  Itnlirn  rlrnond  district,  vdiich  Irst 
season  suffered  some  frost  dcmage,  the  conditions  this  yerr  wore 
considerably  better  although  not  entirely  ideal  for  a  largo  crop. 

The  same  weather  reported  in  Sicily  was  experienced  in  Bari  although 
the  damagi.ng  effects  v/ere  considerably  less.  The  weather  in  April 
was  dry  and  rains  came  in  May,  Some  doubt  exists  as  to  whether 
sufficient  soil  moisture  exists  to  fully  develop  the  nuts.  In  the 
area  north  of  Bari  around  such  centers  as  Andria,  Canosa  and  Bar’letta, 
a  very  good  set  was  observed  and  all  opinions  are  a  good  crop  will 
be  harvested  this  fall  and,  provided  there  is  a  sufficient  soil 
moisture,  the  kernels  are  expected  to  be  large.  In  the  central 
district  the  set  appeared  to  bo  only  average  or  slightly  better. 

This  area  was  severely  hit  by  frosts  in  1049.  The  Ic-rnels  are  expected 
to  be  about  average  with  the  usual  quantity  of  bar  type  .  In  the  southern 
end  of  the  Bari  district  the  crop  is  expected  to  be  slightly  better 
than  average  with  more  than  the  average  percentage  of  small  kernels. 

The  rains  which  fell  over  most  parts  of  the  Bari  district  during  the 
second  week  of  May  and  the  cool  weather  of  May  probably  will  be  very 
beneficial  to  the  crop  auad  may  result  in  a  slightly  higher  production 
than  is  now  indicated. 

As  the  1949-^0  season  draws  to  a  close  the  available  stocks  in 
Italy  are  very  small,  in  fact,  the  smallest  since  the  war  for  this 
time  of  the  year.  The  small  stocks  still  available  in  both  districts 
have  made  it  difficult  to  estimate  the  carry-over,  /fter  carefully 
considering  all  available  indications,  it  is  believed  that  on  May  1^ 
not  more  than  5^800  short  tons  shelled  basis  remained  in  all  of  Italy. 
During  the  same  time  last  year  the  carry-over  was  estimated  at  about 
11,500  siort  tons  for  all  of  Italy.  In  Sicily  it  is  believed  that 
some  2,500  short  tons  remained  at  mid-May,  at  least  half  of  -which  was 
in  the  hands  of  exporters  and  speculators.  In  Bari,  the  quantity 
remaining  at  that  time  was  slightly  larger,  being  appraised  at  3>  300 
short  tons  with  most  exporters  holding  some  stocks.  It  is  generally 
believed  that  practically  the  entire  quantity  still  on  Viand  at  mid-May 
v/ill  bo  disnosed  of  before  new  crop  nuts  become  available  this  fall 
and  that  for  all  practical  purposes  exporters  will  be  v^rorkin  g  entirely 
with  new-crop  nuts  during  the  1950~51  season. 

The  1949“50  export  season  had  its  ups  and  downs  but  during  the 
season  to  date  has  in  general  been  very  satisfactory.  The  United 
States  which,  during  the  previous  season,  had  been  a  major  market, 
turned  out  to  be  a  poor  one  w;ith  less  than  700  tons  purchased  during 
the  season  to  date.  The  record  large  nut  crops  in  the  United  States 
during  1949  were  the  principal  reason  for  the  drop  in  exports  to  that 
country.  According  to  the  latest  available  official  statistics, 
exports  from  all  of  Italy  from  September  1,  1949>  "to  March  31,  1^50, 
totaled  17,470  short  tons  compared  with  18,400  tons  for  the  same 
period  a  year  earlier  and  the  1948-49  season  total  of  27,647  tons. 
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Exports  during  this  poriod,  Scptember-Merch  19-50,  were  mrde  to 
many  oountries.  However,  the  principal  buyers  of  shelled  almonds 
were  Genaany  with  3»9'-8  tons;  France  2,209  tons;  Sweden  2,146  tons; 
Switzerland  1,4^6  tons;  and  the  United  Kingdora  1,295  tons.  /ccording 
to  these  statistics  the  United  States  was  the  destination  for  55^  tons, 
Tli';se  st''tistDcs  also  indicate  that  of  the  total  exports  for  the  period 
Sicily  supplied  about  'J,200  tons  and  for  all  practical  purposes  Bari 
supplied  the  balance.  Unfortunately,  the  statistics  available  do  not 
andicatc  the  quantity  shipped  in  each  of  the  districts  to  the  various 
foreign  destinations  . 

The  export  market  during  /'pril  was  generally  conceded  to  have 
been  very  slow;  h-owever,  early  in  May  it  was  reported  all  im.port 
restrictions  on  Ifcalim  almonds  were  removed  by  the  United  Kingdom 
and  a  very  brisk  business,  considering  prices  the  British  were 
willing  to  pay  and  available  stocks,  started,  /bout  the  same  time, 
Germany  started  buying  again  and  frequent  small  lots  were  purchased 
by  /.ustr^lin,  India,  United  States  and  other  foreign  countries.  It 
is  generally  believed  the  combined  effect  of  the  revived  foreign 
purchases  in  May  will  bo  to  clean  up  all  remaining  stocks  before  the 
new  harvest,  although  growers  may  decide  to  hold  back  some  stocks. 

The  tendency  among  growers  is  to  holdback  their  almonds  at  tho  slightest 
sign  of  activity  on  the  export  market.  It  is  now  estimated  that  when 
the  1949-5^  season  closes  at  tho  end  of  August  about  21,000  tons  will 
have  been  exported. 

Prices  during  the  second  half  of  May  in  Bari  were  from  -'^71  *50 
c,f,  Hamburg  for  Prima,  Bari  to  $7-»80,  f,o,b,  Bari  for  Prime  Bari, 
cleaned,  free  of  shell  and  not,  more  than  4  percent  broken.  Contracts 
for  June-July  shipment  wore  slightly  higher.  Prices  in  Sicily  were 
comparable, 

■''Vhilc  it  is  much  too  early  to  make  a  prediction  v.dth  regard  to 
the  1950”5l  oxnort  season,  it  is  believed  that  Germany  probably  be 
tho  best  market  for  Italian  almonds.  The  United  Kingdom  is  not 
expected  to  be  among  the  first  buyers  when  the  season  opens  in 
September  but  will  holdback  hoping  for  lo^wcr  prices  after  the  rush  by 
other  nations  is  over,  Tho  very  preliminary  reports  of  frost  damage 
in  the  United  States  are  generally  discounted  by  the  Trade  viho  feol 
th"t  with  the  ever-increasing  production  in  the  United  States  in  recent 
years,  the  crop  will  actually  be  larger  than  now  tliought  but  they  feel 
a  better  demand  for  snail  bar-type  almonds  than  experienced  last  year 
will  be  the  case,  /  revival  of  purchasing  by  India  is  anticipated  dur¬ 
ing  the  coning  year,  France  is  also  expected  to  be  a  substantial  buyer 
in  ■vlc'W  of  trie  better  trade  arra-ngement s  betw^een  the  two  countries  and 
the  poor  crop  in  France  this  year. 


i 
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Portugal 

The  1950  preliminary  forecast  for  shelled  rlmond  production  in 
Portugal  is  4,200  short  tons,  the  same  as  last  year  but  nearly  double 
that  of  1948  when  only  2,900  tons  were  produced.  The  forecast  exceeds 
the  10-year  (1939-48)  average  of  2,^00  tons  by  68  percent  and  the 
^-year  (1944-46)  average  of  2^309  tons  by  83  percent.  The  1949  crop 
end  the  forecast  for  this  year  are  the  largest  on  record.  It  is  now 
forecast  that  3,700  short  tons  of  shelled  almonds  will  be  produced  in 
Algarve  this  season,  compared  with  3»590  tons  in  1949*  Ii^  the  Dourc 
district,  about  ^00  tons  are  anticipated  compared  with  7OO  tons  in 


1949. 

Growing  conditions  in  the  Province  of  ilgarve,  the  largest  produc 
ing  district  in  Portugal,  have  again  been  ideal  idiis  season.  Blossom¬ 
ing  took  place  under  nearly  perfect  wea^ther  conditions  ,  ample  soil 
moisture  is  reported,  and  the  nuts  are  sizing  well.  In  .the  northern 
district,  Douro  Province,  the  crop  is  only  fair.  Cold  weather  at 
blossoming  did  considerable  damage.  The  nuts  in  the  Douro  district 
are  expected  to  be  largo. 


On  June  l’,  it  vre.s  estim^,ted  that  only  6OO  tons  remained  in  Portugal 
from  the  I949  harvest,  all  of  them  in  Algarve  province,  compared  with 
700  tons  at  the  same  time  a  yoa.r  earlier.  The  Trade  is  very  optirndstic 
about  the  present  stock  position  and  believes  that  before  September  1 
the  entire  tonnage  will  have  been  sold. 


According  to  Portuguese  statistics,  exports  of  shelled  alm.onds 
from  September  1,  1949#  "to  May  19,  1959  totaled  3»146  short  tons  com¬ 
pared  with  2,901  for  the  some  period  a  year  earlier.  The  export  of 
unshelled  almonds  totaled  1,003  tons  for  the  same  period.  The  principal 
destinations  for  shelled  almond  exports  were  France,  the  United  Kingdom., 
Belgium,  Canada,  the  Netherlands,  the  United  States,  and  Now  Zealand. 

The  removal  of  import  restrictions  by  the  United  Kingdom  on  Mcy  2 
brought  a  sudden  buying  wave  on  the  part  of  British  importers.  During 
the  first  half  of  May,  4^4  short  tons  of  shelled  wore  shipped  to  the 
United  Kingdom  and  it  is  reported  orders  for  220  tons  additional  have 
already  been  placed.  It  is  also  reported  that  France  and  other 
European  countries  are  interested  in  acquiring  additional  Portuguese 
almonds  before  the  end  of  this  marketing  season;  and,  if  this  business 
materializes, all  1949  harvest  nuts  will  have  been  sold  before  September  1, 

1950. 


The  Trade  in  Portugal  is  very  optimistic  with  regard  to  the  1950-5t 
m.arketing  season.  The  removal  of  import  restrictions  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  is  the  principal  reason  for  the  optimism..  It  is  anticipated 
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thot  the  United  Kingdom  v:ill  buy  substrntinl  tonnage  of  the  new 
harvant  ond  that  Frpnce  vail  also  buy  hcevily.  Rumors  from  Crlifornia 
and  I'ilow  Yorl:  rolativo  to  frost  damage  in  the  United  States  he^e  reached 
most  exporters  who  seem  to  think  that  the  United  States  will  be 
buying  bar-type  sgain  in  the  1949-50  season.  Germany  is  expected  also 
to  enter  the  market  for  Portuguese  almonds.  The  Portuguese  e:)9orters 
anticipate  no  difficulty  selling  the  1950  harvest. 

Spain 

The  1950  preliminary  forecast  for  shelled  almond  production  in 
Spain  is  '^6,d00  short  tons  compared  v;ith  21,900  tons  in  1949  ^nd 
21,000  tons  in  1-948'.  The  forecast  exceeds  the  lO-yaar  (1939-^8) 
average  of  23,900  tons  by  10  percent  and  the  5-year  (1944-48)  average 
of  22,900  tons  by  15  porcjent.  The  forecast  indicates  the  largest  out- 
■put  since;  1945*  .  Ihe  Mollares  crop  is  estimated  at  4,400  short  tons, 
unshelled. 


Growing  conditions  vjere  near  perfect  in  almost  all  districts  so 
far  this  season.  The  v/inter  was  mild,  and  flov/ers  appeared  early. 

The  weather  remadned  relatively  mild  all  through  the  blossoming 
poidod,  with  no  frosts  of  any  consequence  reported.  '  During  April 
and  May,  ample  rains  occurred  in  most  districts  and  both  trees  and 
nuts  benefited.  The  Malaga  district  is  the  only  one  reporting  a 
slight  shortage  of  rain  thus  far,  but  even  there  the  crop  is  as 
large  as  thf’t  of  the  previous  year. 

As  the  1949-59  marketing  year  ends,  it  is  estimated  only  3,3^0 
short  tons,  shelled  basis,  remain  from  the  1949  harvest.  It  is 
estiiim.ted  that  there  are  about  1,200  short  tons  in  Valencia,  7OO  tons 
in  Malaga,  5^0  tons  in  Reus  m  d  the  balance  in  Mallorca, 

The  1949-59  export  season  continued  to  be  a  fairly  active  one, 
even  .though  the  United  States  was  out  of  the  market.  Official  export 
statistics  for  the  season  are  not  available,  however.  On  the  basis 
of  trade  estimates,  som.e  13,100  tons  of  ehslle'd  nuts  v;ero  exported. 

The  United  Kingdom  vras  the  principal  buyer,  follov;ed  by  Sweden  and 
Switzerland.  Exports  v/ore.  made  to  20  other  countries  and  only  a  very 
minor  quantity  v/as  recently  exported  to  the  United  States.  The  Trade 
believes  that  additional  shipm.ents  v/ill  be  made  during  Juno,  July,  and 
August  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Germany,  and  the  Scandinavian  countries 
which  v;ill  absorb  all  present  stocks  before  nev/-crop  nuts  become 
available,  "f  all  pre^sent  stocks  are.  sold,  there  will  bo  no  carry-over 
for  the  first  tim.e  in  many  years. 
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Tho  most  recert  officipl  export  prices,  f.o.b,  Spanish  ports,  for 
/  e;rports  to  th,;  dollar  ore?.  v:ere  fixed  i'pril  27,  19[P>  follows? 


Shelled  elmonds 


Uns elect  Valencias 

Select  Valencies 

Plaretrs 

Larguetes 

Jordans 

Ma  rc  on  a  s 


Price  per  220  pounds 

$  98.00 
68.00 
70.00 
79.00 
78.00 
80.00 


The  ontlook  for  the  199^  ”91  export  season  is  somewhat  confused  by 
s  recent  action  on  tho  part  of  the  Ministry  of  Industry  and  Co’^merce 
which  assesses  a  4-peset f -per-kilc  (about  37  U,  S.  cents  per  pound) 
surcharge  on  almonds  movi.ng  from  one  producing  area  to  mother  for 
export.  This  ’/jould  mean  that  almonds  grown  in  the  Valencia  district 
and  then  transported  to  Reus  for  export- would  have  to  pay  this  charge, 
i^lmonds  are  fro.'quently  moved  from  one  district  to  another  for  sales 
so  that  the  now  decree  would  tend  to  discourage  this  free  flow  of 
almonds.  The  Rous  district  would  suffer  the  most  from  the  continuance 
of  this  regulation.  The  remioval  of  import  restrictions  by  the  United 
Kingdom  is  expected  to  increase  the  sale  of  almonds  to  that  country  in 
1990-91.  The  British  Ministry  of  Food  is  no  longer  buying  almonds,  and 
fill  purchases  henceforth  will  be  by  private  importers. 


The  Trade  continues  to  hope  for  a  relaxation  or  complete  elimina¬ 
tion  of  regulations  applying  to  almonds  in  order  to  facilitate  meeting 
foreign  competition  in  the  international  markets.  The  matter  of 
countervailing  duties  in  the  United  States  continues  to  prevent  exports 
to  that  country.  However,  som.o  exporters  feel  that  this  matter  wd  11 
be  straightened  out  in  the  ne.xt  few  months.  The  large  crop  in  Spain 
and  reports  of  frost  damage  in  California  reaching  exporters  are 
locked  upon  as  hopeful  signs  pointing  to  exports  to  the  United  States, 
The  Spanish  price  structure  and  the  United  States  countervailing  duties, 
if  continued,  would  appear  to  be  restricting  factors  towards  ary 
la.rge-scale  experts. 

On  the  brighter  side  appear  the  reentry  of  Germany  in  the 
Mediterranean  Basin  alm.ond  markets  and  the  removal  of  various  trade 
barri'-rs  sn  I'fostorn  European  countries. 


UNITED  STATES:  Imports  for  consumption  of  shelled  and  unshelled 


almonds 


(Crop  year,  September-August) 


Year 

French  *  ^ „ 

Morocco  •ttaly'PortugalsSpain 

»  •  • 

•  •  • 

Other 

countries 

Total 

•  4 

•  4 

Short  : Short 

• 

»  • 

Short  :  Short 

Short 

Short 

Average: 

tons  :  tons 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

tons  ;  tons 

1  • 

»  • 

SHELIED 

• 

# 

: 

tons 

4 

4 

tons 

» 

> 

1939/40-1948/49 - 

16  : 1,257 

517  : 2,578 

175 

4,543 

1944/45-1948/49 - 

21  :2,422 

479  :  3,642 

51 

6,615 

Annual: 

*1943-44 - 

1944- 45 - 

1945- 46 - 

1946- 47 - 

• 

• 

0  :  0 

15  :  0 

28  : 1,508 
34  : 2,054 

1,271  :  6,930 
1,218  :  8,061 
688  :  7,140 

I87  :  950 

53 

31 

73 

76 

8,254 

9,325 

9,437 

•3,301 

1947-48 - - - - - 

27  :  4A79 

98  :  1,805 

26 

6,135 

1948- 49 - 

1949- 50  3/ - 

Average: 

1939/40-1948/49 - 

0  : 4,370 

20  :  512 

• 

« 

0  :’  2 

206  :  255 
10  :  0 

UNS^LIED 

3  :  100 

47 

•  1 

4,378 

542 

106 

1944/45-1948/49 - 

0  :  3 

2  :  116 

3 

124 

Annual; 

1943-44 - 

0  :  0 

14  :  425 

0 

439 

1944-45 - 

0  :  0 

11  :  170 

0 

181 

1945- 46- - 

1946- 47 - 

0  :  0 

0  ;  6 

0  :  263 

0  :  145 

5 

6 

268 

157 

1947-48 - 

0  ;  9 

0  :  0 

2/ 

9 

1948-49 - 

0  :  2 

0  :  0 

1 

3 

1949-50  1/ - 

0  :2/ 

0  :  0 

• 

2/ 

2/ 

8  months,  September  through  April. 
2/  Less  than  one-half  ton. 


Conipiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census 
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OFFICE  OF  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  RELATIONS 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AG  RICULTU R E 
WASHINGTON-,  D.C. 

FOREIGN  VjmKEi:  NOTES— BRAZIL  NUTS 

Brazil  Nut  Harvest  Below  Last  Year  ly 
By  W,  R,  Sohreiber,  Agricultural  Economist 


The  1950  preliminary  estimate  of  Brazil  nut  production  in  the 
Amazon  Basin  is  21,300  short  tons,  (revised)  unshelled  basis,  compered 
with  39,400  tons  in  I949  and  19*000  tons  in  1948.  The  estimate  is  13 
percent  belov;  the  10-year  (1939“‘'^8)  average  of  24,400  tons  but  22  per¬ 
cent  above  the  (1944-48)  average  of  IJ ,^0Q  tons.  At  present 

it  is  estimated  10,700  short  tons  ■will  be  bro'ught  to  Belem;  9^0  'Ions 
to  Parintins;  9OO  tons  to  Itacoatiara  and  9*^00  tons  to  Manaus.  The 
BoTivian  "production  is  est'imated  at  about  200  tons.  The  present  estimate 
is  considerably  below  the  forecast  of  24,800  tons  made  on  March  IJ,  19t0. 
There  is  still  some  doubt  as  to  t]ae  final  outturn  of  the  collection. 

It  is  stated  by  some  that  because  of  the  smaller  col.lecbi  on  in  the 
state  of  Amazonas  than  last  year,  the  total  will  be  from  9  10  percent 

below  that  of  I9549,  A.t  tlio  same  time,  others  claim  that  because  of  the 
rolativelj’-  high  prices  in  recent  months,  additional  quantities  mEiy  be 
brought  do-wnriver,  bringing  the  total  up  to  or  beyond  the  present 
estimate.  During  the  4  months,  January-Apri  1  1990,  only  8,929  short 
tons  of  uiishelled  nuts  arc  reported  to  iiave  arrived  at  Belem,  and  Manaus, 
compared  with  19# 288  tons  during  the  same  4  months  in  1949*  The  1990 
arrivals  were  divided  cus  follows:  9*849  tons  in  Belom  and  2,680  tons 
in  Maiiaus,  The  data  for  Parintins  and  Itacofitiara  are  not  yet  available. 

Complete  official  export  data  for  the  entire  region  are  not  yet 
avoilablo.  It  is  reported  that  6O8  tons  of  shelled  and  484  tons  of 
unshelled  were  exported  from  Belem  during  the  first  4  m.onths  of  19.90. 

The  removal  of  imporb  restrictions  on  tree  nuts  by  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment  on  May  2,  19.91#  brought  an  immediate  rush  of  business  from.  British 


1/  Prepared  under  the  provisions  of  the  Research  end  Marketing  Act 


BRAZIL  NUTSt  Estimated  commercial  production  in 
Brazil,  19^0  with  comparisons 

•  (Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 

Unshelled  basis  ' 


Year 


Bolivia 


Brazil 


Total 


Averages : 
1939-48- 
1944-48- 
Annual: 


1943- — 

1944— — 
194^-- 

1946— — 

1947— 

1948— 

1949  l/- 

1950  iJ- 


Short  tons 


'  : 
— * 


Short  tons 


Short  tons 


1,800  : 

22,600  X 

24,400 

• 

100  : 

• 

17*400  t 

• 

• 

17,500 

• 

0  : 

X 

X 

3,400  : 

3,400 

• 

0  : 

3*300  I 

3,300 

• 

100  : 

X 

6,800  j 

6,900 

: 

100  1 

27,500  ! 

27,600 

100  X 

• 

30,400  » 

30,500 

• 

100  : 

18,900  1 

19,000 

t 

200  : 

35,200  , 

35,400 

200  : 

X 

21,100  : 

21,300 

2^  Preliminary* 

OFAR,  USDA.  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics 
of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  U.  S*  Foreign  Service  officers,  results 
of  office  research,  and  other  information* 


importers.  In  less  than  a  month  after  the  removal  of  the  restriction, 
the  British  had  purchased  ^,^00  short  tons  of  unshelled  nuts  and  3,000 
cases  of  shelled.  In  addition,  some  2,200  to  3,300  tons  of  unshelled 
nuts  are  expected  to  be  sold  to  British  buyers.  It  is  reported  that 
West  German  buyers  are  attempting  to  effect  a  barter  deal  for  1,100 
to  2,200  tons  of  unsholled  nuts,  A  total  of  30  3  tons  were  shipped  to 
Y/est  Germa.ny  earlier  in  the  season. 

The  local  prices  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  were  relatively 
low  but  have  steadily  increased,  in  some  cases  more  than  doubling. 

The  reported  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  United  States  buyers  early 
in  the  season  is  the  principal  reason  given  by  exporters  for  the  low 
prices  at  the  start  of  the  season  and  small  hain/est.  The  prices  began 
to  firm  in  March  because  of  the  ’’barter  deals”  with  importers  in  South 
Brazil  bidding  against  one  another  for  the  free  dollars.  It  is  reported 
that  at  one  time  the  premium  reached  60  percent.  The  real  stimulus  to 
the  market  came  after  May  2  when  the  British  started  buying  in  volume. 
The  spot  stocks  by  June  1  wore  estimated  to  be  from  1,6^0  to  2,200  tons, 
unshelled  basis,  but  this  estimate  is  of  little  value  in  view  of  the 
constant  flow  of  nuts  from  upriver  and  because  of  exports.  At  present, 
the  Trade  expects  Ameri cai^  buyers  to  step  in  and  buy  up  all  remaining 
unsold  stock,  including  merchandise  still  upriver. 


UNITED  STATES:  Jinports  of  BraaiX  nulls 
(Crop  year,  September- August) 


• 

• 

;  Average 

• 

• 

Year  : 

Annual 

: 

;  1939/40- 
;  1948/49 
; 

■ 

1944/45- 

1948/49 

;  ; 

1946-47  i  1947-48  1  1948-49 
;  : 

1949-50 

1/ 

; 

;  aiort 

Short 

Short  ;  Short  ;  Short 

Short 

;  tons 

tons 

tons  ;  tons  :  tons 

tons 

t 

: 

3  HfcTjT  JKi) 

; 

Brazil - -  3.389 

2,627 

3,260  ;  2,925  :  2,990 

2,725 

•  •  •  •  ^  • 

Other - - - 7£_: _ 4_:  12  : 2/ _ :  10  ; _ 0 


«  •  •  •  •  • 

Total—;  3,464  :  2,631  :  3,272  :  2,92^  :  3.000  :  2,72^ 

: 

UIBHELIED 

Braail - ;  8,178  :  8,88^  :  11,739  :  14,33^  :  12,462  ;  6,800 

:  :  :  :  :  : 

Other——; _ 4_; _ 0__; _ 0_; _ 0_; _ 0_; _ 0 

•  •  •  ^  • 

Total - ;  8,182  :  8,88^  ;  11,739  :  14, 33^  :  12,462  ;  6,800 

;  :  ;  :  ; 


3^  7  months,  September  through  Iferch. 

^  Less  than  one-half  ton. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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FOREIGN  MARKET  NOTES— CAS HBY  NUTS 
India  1950  Cashev;  Estimate  Increased  1/ 

By  W*  R«  Schreiber,  Agricultural  Economj-st 


The  1950  preliminary  estimate  of  cashew  production  in  xndia  includ¬ 
ing  Goa  is  40,300  short  tons,  in  shell  basis,  compared  with  38,900 
tons  in  1949  and  51,000  tons  in  1948.  The  estimate  is  17  percent  below 
the  10-year  (1939-/+8)  average  of  48,300  tons  and  18  percent  below  the 
5-year  (1944-48)  average  of  49,200  tons* 

These  figures  relate  to  the  nuts  actually  grovm  in  India  and  Goa 
and  should  not  be  confused  with  the  total  output  of  s helle d  cashew 
nuts  in  India  which  includes  substantial  quantities  of  African  imports* 
Gromng  conditions  this  season  have  not  been  satisiactory  although  the 
present  estimate  indicates  they  v'ere  better  than  reported  in  1.5arch. 

It  is  now  estimated  South  India  will  produce  about  29,100  short  tons, 
Ecmbny  6,700  tons  and  Goa  4,500  tons* 

The  estimated  production  of  unshelled  Indian  cashews  is  expected 
to  produce  about  10,100  short  tons  of  kernels  of  which  7,300  tons  will 
be  in  South  India,  1,700  tons  in  Bombay  and  1,100  tons  in  Goa.  These  v. 
estimates  are  based  on  a  4  to  1  shelling  ratio,  generally  used  in 
India.  In  addition  to  the  estimated  production  from  Indian  grovm  cashews 
the  Trrdc  anticipates  about  64,400  short  tons' unshelled  of  African  nuts 
will  be  imported  before  the  season  is  over.  ’  This  “would  be  the  largest 
importation  of  African  unshelled  nuts  on  record.  The  Trade  estimates 
that  from  November  1949  to  mid— !fey  1950  a  total  of  44,800  short  tons 
of  unshelled  nuts  had  .been  imported  in  all  of  India  for  processing. 


^  Prepared  under  the  provisions  of  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act* 
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Cashew  nuts,  estimated  production,  19^0 
with  comparisons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  sliort  tons) 


U  nr he lied 


Year 


Average 

1939-48- 

1944-48- 

Annual 


Bombay 
district  l/ 


South  India 


Short  tons 


2/ 


11,400 


Short  tons 


y 


37  >  SCO 


Total 


Short  tons 


48,800 

49,200 


3^  Includes  Goa. 

^  Not  available. 

3/  Preliminary. 

OFAR,  USDA.  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official 
statistics  of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  United  States  Foreign 
Service  officers,  results  of  office  research  and  other  information. 


The  balance  of  the  African  imports  is  facing  a  little  difficulty 
at  this  time.  The  Bombay  importers  exhausted  the  monetary  ceiling  allo¬ 
cated  to  them  for  the  import  of  unshelled  nuts  for  the  period  January— 
June  1950  which  v/as  25  percent  of  their  "best  year"  imports.  The  Trade 
was  recently  informed  that  further  imports  ( July-Cecember  period)  would 
be  allowed  up  to  50  percent  of  their  "best  years"  import,  provided 
processed  kernels  would  be  exported  within  ^  months ,  On  the  basis  of 
available  information  it  appears  that  approximately  26.200  short  tons- 
kernels  will  be  available  for  export  from  India  during  the  1950  se^vson. 

Exports  from  January  1,  1950  to  Iferch  31,  1950  according  to  Indian 
official  statistics  totalled  only  1^669  short  tons  of  kernels  or  about 
half  as  many  as  for  the  same  period  a  year  errlier.  These  statistics 
indicate  that  the  United  States  purchased  1,229  short  tons  of  the  total. 
In  addition  to  this  quantity,  it  is  reported  United  States  importers  had 
purchased  a  total  of  4,480  short  tons  for  sliipment  up  to  September, 

The  Trade  anticipates  United  States  buyers  will  purchase  an  additional 
6,700  to  7,800  tons  for  shipment  from  September  to  Decemiber  of  1950, 
According  to  these  estimates,  the  United  States  "would  purchase  during 
the 'year  1950  a  total  of  12,400  to  13,500  short  tons.  This  would 
represent  more  than  a  30  percent  decline  from  the  1948—49  imports  for 
consumption  of  18,693  tons.  The  United  States  imports  for  consumption 
from  September  1>  1949  to  March  31,  1950  totalled  10,604  tons. 

The  removal  of  nuts  from  all  import  restrictions  by  the  United 
Kingdom  is  expected  to  result  in  an  increase  of  British  purchases  this 
season.  There  have  been  no  reports  of  substantial  British  purchases 
to  date  and  the  looked— for  increase  may  not  be  as  large  as  at  first 
anticipated.  Recent  British  purchases,  however,  have  caused  prices 
to  firm.  During  the  third  week  of  >Iay  prices  in  South  India  were 
around  36  cents  for  320  count  C— F  New  York  and  large  pieces  26  cents, 

^  The  domestic  consumption  of  cashew  kernels  is  reported  on  the 
increase  in  India,  There  has  been  a  good  demand  from  the  larger  cities 
for  good  export  quality  kernels  and  this  has  resulted  in  estimates 
that  20  percent  of  the  available  supply  may  be  consumed  domestically. 
Salted  cashew  kernels  in  1-^ound  cans  are  now  being  offered  in  the 
domestic  market.  In  this  same  connection  .a  "Grow  More  Cashews  and  Earn 
More  Dollars"  campaign  has  been  launched,  Madras  State  has  been  asked 
to  formulate  a  scheme  to  extend  and  improve  cultivation  of  cashews, 

A  leading  fruit  specialist  attached  to  the  Madras  government  believes 
the  supply  of  cashev/s  gro'-mi  in  South  India  can  be  trebled  in  the  next 
10  years.  The  same  authority  believes  the  cashew  oil  industry  can  also 
be  expanded  and  might  become  more  importqnt  than  the  nut  itself. 

The  Indian  Council  of  Agricultural  Research  has  suggested  to  the 
States  that  the  scheme  should  aim  at  helping  the  agriculturist  to 
find  out  the  best  methods  for  propagation,  pest  control,  and  cultural 
practices.  The  selection  of  suitable  sites  on  government  and  other 
lands  would  also  be  done  by  the  authorities,  and  the  planting  of  neY/ 
acreage  and  marketing  of  the  nuts  vrould  also  be  assisted  by  the 
government.  The  new  program  is  expected  to  be  drawn  up  and  submitted 
to  the  Indian  Government  in  the  near  future. 


I  •  .1 
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UIUTED  STATES:  Importc  of  cashev/  nuts 
(Crop  year,  September-August) 


Year 

» 

■ 

» 

» 

Shelled 

Brazil 

India 

Others 

Total 

Short  tons 

Short  tens 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

ATerapes 

3 

1939-48 - 

164 

12,338 

225 

12,727 

1944-48 - 

281 

14,501 

337 

15,119 

Annual 

1943-44 - 

110 

3,619 

309 

4,038 

1944-45 - 

374 

10,239 

204 

10,817 

1945-46 - 

303 

13,892 

292 

14,487 

1946-47 - — 

309 

15,323 

383 

•  16,015 

1947-48 - 

351 

14,749 

485 

15,585 

1948-49 - 

66 

18,303 

324 

18,693 

1949-50  3/ - 

24 

12,064 

318 

12,406 

1/  8  months,  September  through  April. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census* 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS 

'JORLD  1950  FILBERT  i-OuEC.'iST  ABOUT  AVERAGE  1/ 

By  ’T.  R,  Schreiber,  Agricultux-’al  Econoinist 


The  1950  preliminary  forecast  for  fij-bert  production  in  Italy,  Spain, 
Turkey,  and  the  United  States,  the  leading  commercial  producing'  countries, 
is  107,360  short  tons  2/,  unshclled  basis,  compared  with  l59,3UO  tons  (revised 
in  I9U9  and  102,3^0  tons  in  19lj.8.  The  forecast  exceeds  the  lO-year  (1939-1^8) 
average  of  105,770  tons  by  less  than  2  percent  but  is  6  percent ’ below  the 
5-year  (19U5-U8)  average  of  113,910  tons.  The  forecast  for  Turkey  is  the 
smallest  since  19h5  '''■/'hile  that  for  Italy  is  the  second  largest  in  the  past 
quarter  of  a  century.  The  crop  in  Spain  according  to  present  indications 
Tail  be  one  of  the  largest  in  recent  years.  The  United  States  crop  virill  be 
considerably  smaller  than  last  year.  Smaller  crops  were  to  be  escpected  in 
Turke3’’  and  the  United  States  in  view  of  the  all-time  high  pc  eduction  of  last 
season  in  these  countries. 

Groiving  conditions  so  far  this  season  in  Italy  and  Spain  have  been 
nearly  ideal.  In  Turkey,  .extreme  cold  weather  and  an  abnormally  cold,  wet 
spring  have  caused  some  damage,  but  in  vievr  of  the  record  crop  of  19U9  a 
smaller  harvest  had  been  anticipated  this  year.  Ii  cable  jv^st  received 
indicates  unprecedented  insect  damage  is  occurring  in  Turkey.  As  sometimes 
happens  under  suph  conditions,  it  is  possible  that  the  Turkish  crop  h.a.s  been 
underestimated.  In  the  United  States  -the  frpsts  of  the  past  winter  ..and  early 
spring  greatly  reduced  the  set  of  the  firiit. 

As  the  1919-50  marketing  season  draws  to  a  close,  it  is  estimated  about 
11,000  short  tons,  unshclled  basis,  remained  unsold  in  the  Mediterranean 
Basin  of  which  Turkey  is  reported  'to  have  5,200  tons,  Itaily,  3,800  tons,  and 
Spain  3,000  tons.  This  may  be  compared  vrith  1,600  tons  at  the  close  of  the 
previous  season  of  which  Italy  had  1,100  tons  and  Spain  500  tons.  The  present 
estimate  of  remaining  stocks  from  the  1959  harvest  represents  only  11  percent 


1/  Based  in  part  upon  a  survey  of  filbert  production  and  trade  in  the 
Mediterranean  area  during  Ma.rch-Junc,  1950,  conducted  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Rcseai’ch  and  Marketing  Iict. 

2/  Forecast  for  1950  given  in  Foreign  Crops  and  Iia.rkcts  has  been  changed 
to”~ figures  given  in  this  circular. 
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FILBERTS,  imshelled;  Estimated  production  in  specified  countries, 

1950  with  comparisons 


(Foreign  production  rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

Italy 

Spain 

:  Mediter- 
Turkey  :  ranean 
;  Basin 
;  total 

< 

;  United 
:  States 

:  unshelled 

i 

World 

total 

Short  tons:  Short  tons 

:  Short  tons;  Short  tons 

3  Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Average 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1939-i+8 

20,800 

22,600 

56,400  j  99,800 

5,970  ' 

105,770 

i9U^-i+e 

24,200 

24,300 

58,300  i  106,800 

7,110 

113,910 

t 

Annual 

• 

• 

• 

• 

I9I4I4 

21,300 

38*000 

52,800  :  112,100 

6,520 

;  118,620 

1945 

15,700 

18,000 

33,000  i  66,700 

5,520 

» 

72,020 

1946 

47,800 

18,200 

90,000  156,000 

8,450 

164,450 

I9i»7 

9,900 

33,000 

60,500  :  103,400 

8,800 

112,200 

1948 

26,400 

14,500 

55,000  :  95,900 

6,440 

102,540 

1949  1/2/ 

32,700 

16,500 

99,000  ;  148,200 

11,140 

159,340 

1950  1/ 

41,600  -r  27,500 

33,000  :  102,100 

5,260 

107,360 

Preliminary* 

2/  Revised* 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis 
of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  U*  S*  foreign  service 
officers,  results  of  office  research  and  other  information* 
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the  hrrvcst  in  the  Mediterrean  Besin.  The  Trade  in  the  3  il edit  err  mean  Basin 
countries  anticipate  a  complete  sell-out  before  ncYir-crop  nuts  become 
available  in  September,  If  this  should  occujr  it  ulll  be  the  first  time 
in  the  postv;ar  period.  There  is  still  an  unkno^m  tonnage  of  19U.9 
harvest  filberts  available  in  the  United  States, 


The  19]  1.9 -^0  export  season  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin  countries 
was  a  good  one  as  to  tonnage,  but  it  was  not  entirely  so  as  to  prices 
received.  Official  export  statistics  arc  not  yet  available  covering 
the  season  but  from  estimates  based  on  some  official  statistics  and 
Trade  inf0rmat3.cn  it  appears  some  11? ^ 000  short  tons,  unshelled  basis, 
or  about  79  percent  of  the  191-9  harvest  were  exported.  Turkey  exported 
the  almost  phenomenal  total  of  92,000  short  tons  or  79  percent  of  the 
total.  It.aly  and  Spain  also  did  vcry^mll  although  quite  naturally  on 
a  much  smaller  scale.  The  United  Kingdom  appears  to  have  been  the 
best  market  for  Mediterranean  filberts  during  the  season.  The  removal 
of  all  import  restrictions  by  the  British  Government  gave  a  late  season 
boost  to  the  Mediterranean  filbert  markets.  Gcrmiany  parchased  substan- 
ti-al  tonnages,  especially  from  Turkey.  It  was  Germany’s  largest 
filbert  import  season  in  the  postwar  period.  Other  importent  buyers 
of  filberts  during  the  season  to  date  v/ere  France,  Siredcn,  Srutscrland, 
and  the  Low  countries.  The  United  States,  although  importing  2,193  t-ons 
of  shelled  filberts  to  the  end  of  April  as  compared  v.uth  2,731  tons  for 
the  some  period  0.  yenr  ago,  was  not  a  direct  buyer  since  a  substantial 
tonnage  is  reported  to  have  been  purchased  through  a  third  country. 

Although  it  is  a  little  too  early  to  evaluate  -the  prospects  for  the 
1950-51  e3:port  season,  all  indications  point  to  a  good  one  as  far  as 
the  Mediterranean  Basin  countries  arc  concemed,  barring  unexpected 
events.  The  principal  factors  af“fccting  the  prospects  arc  the  removal 
of  all  import  restrictions  on  tree-nuts  by  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
revival  of  at  least  a  substantial  Gcmrian  interest  in  nuts  and  smaller 
United  States  crop.  The  Italian  and  Spanish  exports  should  be  favored 
by  the  small  Turkish  crop  and  proba.ble  higher  prices  this  sea^sen  in 
Turkey.  The  possible  removal  of  aQl  control  on  almonds  and  filberts  in 
Spain  woaild  put  that  country  in  a  very  favored  position  regarding  this 
year's  international  trade  in  nuts.  The  complete  freeing  of  these  nuts 
in  Spain  could  also  have  a  decided  effect  on  coijntciui-adling  duties 
assessed  by  the  United  States  and  put  Spain  in  the  competitive  field  for 
United  States  purchases  of  shelled  filberts. 


On  the  darker  sid.e  is  the  present  disturbed  economic  and  political 
situation  over  most  of  the  rx)rld.  The  situalion  could  easily  develop 
into  one  in  v.iiich  purchasing  countries  wouJ.d  impose  import  restrictions 
on  less  essential  items  such  as  nuts  and  sirrllar  produces  and  concentrate 
on  the  more  basic  products.  The  Swiss  a.rc  not  cicpectcd  to  be  as  actively 
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intcrestod  in  filberts  as  they  vrerc  during  19li9-50.  It  scams  likely 
that  the  Turkish  Government  rail  prevent  the  3-way  exports  which 
accounted  for  much  of  the  United  States  imports  during  19l49-50.  This 

would  have  little  effect  on  the  total  United  States  irporifs -but  probcblA'' 
vrould  result  in  slightly  higher  prices  in  the  United  States  wholesale  market 

'Italy 

The  19^0  preliminary  forecast  of  Italian  filbert  production  is 
ill, 600  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  vdth  32,700  tons  (revised) 
in  I9U9  end  26,1|00  tons  i.n  19ii8.  The  forecast  is  nearly  twice  as 
large  as  both  the  9  and  10-year  averages,  and  if  it  materializes  the 
crop  vrill  be  the  second  largest  on  record  in  the  past  2h  years.  The 
forecast  was  exceeded  only  by  the  [i7,800-ton  crop  in  19l|6.  The  fore¬ 
cast  for  the  Naples-Avcllino  district  is  28,600  short  tens  compared 
idth  2ii,200  tons  in  19h9  end  16,500  tons  in  19ii8*  In  Sicilj''  it  is 
now  forecast  13,000  short  tons  wall  be  hamrested  compared  ’dth  8,500 
tons  (revised)  in  19ii9  and  9,900  tons  in  19iiG, 

Grovdng  conditions  this  season  for  the  entire  country  have  been 
generally  very  satisfactory.  In  the  Naples  district,  the  weather  in 
January'',  February  and  early  March  was  milder  than  usual.  In  late 
March,  April  and  May  there  vras  more  rainfall  than  normal  and  the 
lacather  was  cool.  The  combined  effect  of  the  )nild  lantcr  and  wet 
spring  vras  a  veiy  largo  set  of  fruit  •"'iiich  is  thriving  and  vail  pro¬ 
duce  a  very  large  filbert  crop.  Growers  believe  that  there  is  little 
possibility  of  weather  dama.gc  from  nov:  until  harvest,  and  if  the  crop 
continues  to  develop  as  it  has  up  bo  this  time,  the  harvest  may  exceed 

the  present  forecast.  In  Sicily  the  Vireather  vras  about  the  sane  as  in 
Naples  although  there  vras  less  rainfall.  The  usual  difficulty  vdth 
Cimicato  is  expected  this  year. 

As  the  19k9-90  ma.rkcting  season  draws  to  a  close  it  is  estimated 
only  3,800  short  tons,  unshcllod  basis,  remain  in  all  of  Italy.  In  the 
Naples  district  it  is  estimated  not  more  than  2,300  short  tons,  unshelled 
basis,  remain  compared  with  2,200  tons  at  the  start  of  the  19h9-pO 
season,  vrhilc  in  Sicily  it  is  doubtful  if  more  than  1,^00  tons  are  to 
be  found  compared  ivith  an  estimated  carry-over  on  September  1,  19h9  of 
1,100  tons.  It  is  now  thought  that  very  fer:  old-crop  nuts  mil  be 
carried  over  into  the  new  season. 

The  19U9-5G  mrrkcting  season  now  corning  to  a  close,  although  slovr 
a.t  times,  has  nevertheless  moved  a  good  tonnage  into  consumptive 
channels.  The  season  opened  vdth  a  great  deal  of  optimism  on  the  part 
of  some  exporters,  but  vdth  the  uncertainty  of  the  British  devaluation 
hanging  over  the  entire  market.  The  creport  season  started  slowly  and 
vras  disappointing  until  mid-season.  About  mid-February  foreign  buyers 
began  to  shovr  more  interest  in  Italian  filberts  and  the  market  bccajnc 


more  r.ctive  C-nd  prices  finned.  The  French  purchases  in  Hrrch,  the  removal 
of  rJ.l  import  restrictions  by  the  United  Kingdom,  end  the  revived  interest 
of  Germrny  r.ll  helped  the  rar.rkct.  Sr.lteerlpjid  else  purchesed  an 
importmt  tonnage. 

The  official  export  statistics  for  the  season  are  not  yet  available; 
hov'ever,  to  the  end  of  Liar  eh  9jU42  tons  of  unshelled  end  1,612  of 
shelled  had  been  exported.  The  Trade  estimates  that  during  April,  May, 
and  June  about  800  tons  of  shelled  were  exported  and  practierlly  no 
unshelled.  At  the  end  of  June  the  market  becaime  very  dull  mth  only 
relatively  small  lots  moving.  The  present  prices  for  old-crop  prompt 
shipment  arc  higher  tha.n  for  neva  crop,  Soptembcr-October  and  arc  not 
considered  attractive.  Exporters  are  still  filling  such  orders  as  are 
received  but  doubt  if  much  old-crop  rdll  move  during  the  next  2  months. 

The  prospects  for  the  1950-51  season  seem  to  be  the  main  concern 
of  all  exporters  at  this  time.  It  is  much  too  early  to  forecast  what 
will  happen  in  September  in  vLcv;  of  the  present  uncertain  ■'.aorld  political 
situation.  Exporters  anc  optimistic  over  the  fact  tha.t  Turkey  has  a 
small  crop  Vv'hich,  acccrclng  to  the  pi’cscnt  forecast,  is  less  than  that 
of  Italy.  They  feel  that,  provided  Italian  gro  mrs  do  not  ask  high 
prices,  tho^r  vdll  be  able  to  enjoy  a  very  good  export  season.  The  removal 
of  import  restrictions  in  the  United  Kingdom,  revived  German  interests 
in  nuts,  small  United  States  crop  and  other  similar  fa.ctors  rill  give 
the  Italians  an  active  season.  On  the  darker  side  is  the  good  crop  in 
Spain  and  the  possibility  of  considerable  competition  from  that  co^uitry. 

At  the  end  of  June  prices  f.o.b.  Italy  per  220  pounds  unshelled  vrcro 
about  as  folloivs:  Sicilian  old  crop  prompt  shipment  $30,50;  Sicilian 
new  crop  Scptombcr-Octobcr  $29»00;  Haplcs  old  crop  long,  prompt  shipment 
$36,00;  Naples  old  crop  round,  prompt  shipment  $32.00.  . 

Spain 


The  1950  preliminary  forecast  of  filbert  production  in  Spain  is 
27>500  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compa.rod  rath  16,500  tons  (revised) 
in  19li9  and  'll4.,500  tons  in  19ii8.  The  forecast  exceeds  the  10-ycar 
(1939-i;8)  average  of  22,600  tons  by  22  percent  and  the  5-year  (19li)4-U8) 
avcra.gc  of  2U,300  tons  by  13  percent.  The  crop,  while  not  a  record, 
will  be  one  of  the  largest  in  recent  years,  only  there  arc  som.c  m.embers 
of  tl^  Trade  in  Spain  vdio  feel  it  may  eiccecd  the  present  forecast. 

Grorung  conditions  thus  far  have  been  very  satisfactory  insofar 
as  they  relate  to  filberis.  There  was  arniplc  rain  during,  i.inter  and 
spring.  The  v;intcr  vras  mild  rath  no  reports  of  killing  frosts.  The 
drop  up  to  July  1  was  sr.vallor  than  normal.  Growers  arc  hopeful  that  a 
little  more  rain  rill  fall  during  the  pre-ha.i'^/cst  period  and  that  it 
rill  turn  dry  late  in  August  just  prior  to  harvest.  The  two  previous 
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Sv^r.sons  v'cv''  unusiir.lly  dry  d'or:Ln3  most  of  the  grovlng  season  end  resulted 
in  s;n."ll  harvests.  At  present  there  is  a  very  hea\y  set  Tdoich,  if  it 
develops  fislly,  nay  increase  the  present  forecast, 

< 

As  the  19U9-50  nerketing  season  cones  to  a  close,  it  is  ostin-.tod 
about  3^000  short  tons,  unshellcd  basis,  (equivalent  to  about  l,2oO  metric 
tons  shelled)  remain  unsold  in  Spain,  This  represents  about  18  percent 
of  the  I9U9 „ harvest,  A  year  ago  at  this  tine  it  v/as  estimated  remaining 
stocks  tot-led  only  ^00  short  tons  unshcloe  d.  Ttqeortcrs  p:enera.lj.y  feel 
that  the  present  stock  of  3^000  tons  v.dll  be  about  disposed,  of  before 
non-crop  filberts  come  to  market. 

The  19l;.9-50  export  scanon  nas  sor.rr.hat  more  successful  than  the 
previous  ono.  Official  Sp.-nich  statistics  dc  r.Dt  sho'i.'  shelled  and 
unslicllccl  separately.  Accf)rding  to  th..  official  figures,  the  total 
export  of  filberts  in  19l'-G-’;.9  '’vas  h,536  short  tons  v.Ticroas 
first  0  months  of  the  season  6,6411  tons  had  boon  c: 

United  Kingdom  and  Sa.dt scrim d  v.'crc  the  principal  dcstinatj 
filbert  exports  dr  ring  both  seasons,  abqoorts  more  also  'lac 
countries.  There  v;ere  no  .cxnorts  to  the  United  Sta.tes  boc 
co’antcrva.iling  duties  during  these  marketing  years.  A^di'i-j 


tion  has  b^-nn  vciy  small  durina  tlic  season  non  about  to  close. 

The  latest  available  official  export  prices  f.c.b.  Spai'iisli  ports 
packed  in  110  or  220  pound  bars  are:  Shelled  Sv-loct,  p^O.OO  p.-;r  220 
pounds 3  Unshellcd  select,  .'1)21). QO  per  220  pou.nds.  It  ehould  be  noted 
that  these  prices  are  ^.oT.en-  than  those  for  prompt  shipr,iont  in  Sicily 
and  otlic  r  rk'ditcrrancan  markets  and  a.ccoiints  for  the  better  export  tonnage 
this  season.  The  freeing  of  all  import  restrictions  by  the  British  has 
helped  the  Spanish  nut  export  deal. 
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The  prospects  for  the  1950-51  export  season,  barring  possible 
disturbing  fact^)rs  in  forci.gn  countria’s  norm.ally  purchasing  Spanish 
filoerts,  appear  vciy  favorable.  There  seems  to  be  some  possibij.ity  dl 
decontrol  of  almonds  mid  filberts  by  uhe  Spmiisli  Govornment.  If  these 
nuts  arc  freea  from  control,  exporters  Trill  bo  able  to  cuirpcto  uioi'c 
effectively  in  rorld  markets  and  in  the  .■’^inxl  -nalysis  bo  able  to  secure 
more  foreipia  cxchaiigo  than  is  non  the  case.  The  freeing  of  mits  from 
all  controls  coul.d  also  have  a  decided  effect  on  the  countcr^/rJdJ.ng  duty 
no'x  assessed  cn  Spaaiish  nuts  by  the  Uni  led  St''.tcs,  Th  re  is  ivo  doubt  but 
tha.t  such  action,  if  t^k-n,  uould  put  Spanish  exporters  in  a  favored 
position  in  the  1950-5l  filbert  market.  The  short  crop  in  Turleey  and 
the  fact  that  Spain  is  closer  to  ’  kstorn  European  countries,  arc  lavora.ole 
factors,  Tho  large  crop  of  almonds  and  Ail'';orts  in  Spain  this  season 
probably  nlll  mer.n  less  hoarding  on  the  p'art  of  grouuTS  and.  also  vc. ly 
attractive  prices  yuoted  by  cxport'.ers,  'Eiilc  it  is  a.  little  oa.rl.y  to 
predict  'iThat  tho  1950~5l  sc-son  v-111  cievelop,  it  sc.;cms  at  pros.cnt  Spain 
is  duo  for  an  active  season. 


Turkey 


The  19^0  preliminary  forecast  for  filbert  production  in  Turkey  is 
33:,000  short  tons  l/,  unshelled  basis,  compared  mth  99,000  tons  (revised) 
in  I9U9  and  53^000  tons  in  I948.  The  forecast  is  Itl  percent  below  the 
10-year  1^1939-148)  average  of  36,1400  tons  and'U3  percent  beloTf  the  3-year 
(I9I4I1-U8)  average  of  38,300  tons.  The  forecast  is  the  same  as  in  19h$» 

A  smaller  crop  tnan  the  record  high  of  19li9  was  to  be  expected,  hoTfever. 

The  growing  conditions  so  far  this  season  have  not  been  as  satisfac¬ 
tory  as  usual.  Tne  extreme  cold  during  budding  season  is  reported  to  have 
caused  some  damage.  The  weather  during  IJarch,  April  and  IIay'v;as  also 
colder  tnan  normal  but  supplied  ample  rainfall.  Growers  and  exporters 
are  ai/aiting  the  usual.  Black*  Sea  storms  during  late  June  and  July  rains  to 
see  "wna o  ef.iect  these  "will  have  on  the  already  light  set  of  fruit.  A 
cable  just  received  reports  unprecedented  insect  damage  is  occui-ring. 
1/hile  much  too  early  to  obtain  a  satisiactor^?-  opinion  on  the  size  and 
quality  of  this  :.*ear«s  crop,  most  persons  connected  with  the  industry 
anticipate  good  size  nuts  and  quality. 

The  estimates  of  stocks  remaining  from  the  19h9  harvest  at  mid-June 
vary  considerably.  Kovrever,  on  the  basis  of  available  inf ormxation,  it 
appears  tnat  about  14,200  short  tons,  unshelled  ba.sis,  remain  in  the 
entire  countrj^.  It  is  estimated  about  1,100  short  tons  remain  in  groifers’ 
hands  and  2,1400  tons  in  exporters*  hands  in  the  Black  Sea  producing  areas. 
Exporters  are  reported  to  have  neld  the  remainder  in  Istanbul,  ready  for 
prompt  shipment.  The  stocks  held  by  ejqoorters  in  Istanbul  and  Black  Sea 
ports  are  shelled  and  ready  to  ship.  It  is  reported  that  compensation 
deals  pending  vd-ll  absorb  about  1,600  tons  of  shelled  stock  in  the  near 
future.  It  navr  appears  probable  that  the  entire  19h9  record  crop  of 
99,000  di  ort  tons  will  be  liquidated  before  nevf-crop  nuts  come  to  market 
this  fall. 


The  I9I49-3O  export  season,  although  having  the  usual  quiet  periods, 
appears  to  have  been  t.he  most  successful  on  record,  based  on  tonnage  moved 
during  the  year  to  date.  The  official  Turkish  export  statistics  will  not 
be  available  for  several  months.  Kovfever,  the  Trade  estimates  la,800  short 
tono  of  ^kernels  (unshellcd  converted  to  shelled  basis  included)  have  been 
exportea  to  date.  The  estimate  of  shelled  nuts  exported  is  equivalent  to 

about  92,000  short  tons  of  unshclled  or  93  percent  of  the  estimated  produc¬ 
tion  in  1949. 


This  extremely  heavj^  volume  of  exports  was  largely  to  vrestern  European 
countries,  of  which  the  United  Kingdom,  Germany,  S^veden,  and  Svritzerland 
oook  71  percent.  The  British  importers  wore  the  principal  buyers  followed 
y  the  Germans,  fho  complete  season's  total  purchases  by  these  2  countries 
are  not  yet  available  but  probably  vdll  be  equal  to  half  of  the  total 
exports. 


l/_  Forecast  for  1930  given  in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  has  been  changed 
to  iigures  in  this  circular. 
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The  United  States,  according  to  Turkish  statistics,  ^7^s  one  of  the  very 
minor  cutlets  for  filberts,  Hov.^cver,  a  substantial  portion  of  the 
United  Stotes  iinports  of  Turkish  filberts  came  by  way  of  third  countries 
and  therefore  would  not  appear  on  Turkish  records  as  exports  to  the 
United  States.  The  season  now  drawing  to  a  close  vre.s  the  first  in  the 
postwar  period,  in  i.hich  Gorman  buyers  v.-ere  able  to  purchase  in  volume. 

It  is  now  estimated  that,  before  the  season  closes,  the  Germans  vdll 
have  purchased  an  estimated  2U,000  short  tons,  unshellcd  basis.  The 
quantity  purchased  by  the  British  vdll  exceed  that  of  Germany,  It  is 
reported  that,  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  19k9-!oO  season,  more 
shelled  filberts  were  e:q)ortcd  than  during  the  entire  19l4.8-lj.9  season. 

Reports  are  that  at  lca.s€  3^300  short  tons  of  shelled  kernels  vrcre 
exported  to  Syria  at  a  price  of  !ill60  per  220  pounds,  and  resold  to  the 
United  States  at  !Ip50.  This  apparent  loss  on  sales  v'as  made  up  on 
exchange  speculations  by  the  Syrians.  The  Turkish  Government  was 
displeased  rdth  these  transactions  and  in  December  issued  Decree  Ho,  795 
forbidding  such  deals,  as  the  dollar  exchange  was  not  coming  to  Tiirkey, 
The  decree,  it  is  reported,  came  too  late  in  the  season  and  was  not 
entirely  successful.  It  is  novr  believed  some  change  in  the  decree  or 
some  arrangement  vdll  be  made  before  the  nevf  season  to  ma.kG  it  possible 
for  Turkish  exporters  to  obtain  the  dollar  exchange. 

The  1950~51  marketing  season  is  still  2  months  ac.ray.  However, 
inquiries  for  ne\7  crop  nuts  arc  reportedly  being  roedived  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  Germany,  Sv;cdcn,  Belgium,  and  the  Netherlands  vhich 
indicate  little  difficulty  is  to  be  c2q)cctcd  in  disposing  of  the  1950 
crop.  The  United  Kingdom  is  not  expected  to  be  the  principal  customer 
this  season.  The  removal  of  all  import  restrictions  by  the  United 
Kingdom  llinistry  of  Foods  from  tree-nut  purchases  abroad  novr  makes  it 
possible  for  British  importers  to  ixirchasc  nu.ts  in  any  foreign  market. 
This  is  expected  to  result  in  purchases  or  barter  deals  vdth  Spain  and 
Italy  to  the  detriment  of  Turkish  exporters.  Germany  is  expected  to  be  ■■ 
the  chief  outlet  for  Turkish  filberts  provided  import  permits  are 
granted  German  importers.  The  Turkish  exporters  also  feel  tl;at  the 
Germans  vri.ll  pay  good  prices  this  season.  The  Germans  arc  unirking  hard 
to  rcGa.pturc  the  Turkish  marlcct  for  their  industrial  goods  and  appear 
to  be  succeeding  vcizr  vrcll.  These  German  exports  vdll  supply  Turkish 
cxch'^nge  vrhicl'i  could  bo  used  for  such  products  as  figs,  raisins,  filberts 
and  walnuts. 


The  Srri-ss  probably  rrill  buy  less  du.ring  the  coming  season  as  they 
anticipate  more  attractive  prices  in  Spain  and  Italy.  The  Italian 
exporters  have  the  further  a.dvantage  of  being  able  to  supply  quick  rail 
shipments  compared  vlth  the  slower  ocean  transport  from  the  Black  Sea. 


It  is  rlso  expected  thr.t  the  United  Str.tcs  rd:ll  purchase  more 
filberts  directly  from  Tiirkish  exporters  than  in  the  season  nov:  closing 
because  of  the  smaller  United  .States  crop  and  the  stricter  application 
of  the  December  19U9  decree.  The  tonnage  of  Turkish  filbert  kernels 
entering  the  United  States  during  1950-5l  may  be  only  slightly  higher 
than  a  year  ago,  but  direct  s al. e s^  Td.  11  be  higher. 


UIIITED  STATES;  Imports,  for  consumption,  of  shelled  and  unshelled 

filberts 


(Crop  year,  September-August) 


Year 

ItaJy 

‘  ■ 

.  Spain 

> 

Turkey 

Other 

countries 

Total 

Short  tons 

’Short  tons ’Short  tons 

’Short  tons 

‘Short  tons 

■ 

Average : 

■  19l9-UO/l9l;8-ii9 - 

69 

191 

SHELLED 

1,966 

27 

2,253 

19hk-h$/l9hB-h9 - 

19 

2k0 

3,632 

U5 

3,996 

Annual; 

'  19h3-hh - 

19hk-\6 - 

0 

0 

559 

1,191 

1 

17 

2,989 

■'  0 

576 
’  U,180 

19h^-k6 - - - 

178 

6 

li,231 

180 

1^,595 

19ii6-U7 - 

133 

1 

ii,921 

5 

5,060 

19U7-i;8 - 

39 

0 

2,398 

11 

2,ijii8 

19ii8-U9 - 

U3 

0 

3,623 

30 

3,696 

19U9-^0  1/ - 

9 

2i| 

2,ii30 

35  1 

• 

2,h9B 

UNSHELLED 


Average ; 

• 

e 

1939-Wl9U8-i;9 - 

280 

31  i 

1  *. 

0 

312 

19Ui;-h5/l9it8-U9 - 

i|02 

61  j 

1  . 

• 

0 

h6h 

Annual; 

; 

— - 

0 

6  * 

0  * 

0 

6 

19iiii-U5 - 

0 

16  • 

0  * 

0 

16 

19li5-li6 - 

361 

220  * 

8  * 

0 

589 

19ii64i7 - 

1,600 

69  * 

0  • 

0 

1,669 

19i;7-i48 - 

3 

0  * 

0  * 

0 

3 

19li8-U9 - 

hh 

0  * 

0  * 

0 

Uh 

1949-50  V - 

15 

0  * 

0  * 

0 

15 

1 

1/  8  months,  September  tiurough  April* 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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UNITED  STATES:  Exports  of  filberts  for  cons\imption  1/ 
(Crop  year,  September-August) 


1/  Unclassified  as  to  shelled  and  unshelled.  Included  in  "other"  nuts  before 
19113 •  2/  8  months,  September  through  April. 


Coapiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census* 
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September  4,  1950 

FOREIGN  MARKET  NOTES -FILBERTS 
VIORLD  FILBERT,.  PRODUCTION  SMALLEST  SINCE  1945  _!/ 

By  W*  R«  Schreiber,  Agricultural  Economist 

f  • 

The  1950  preliminary  estimate  for  filbert  production  in  Italy, 

Spain,  Turkey  and  the  United  States,  the  leading  commercial  producing 
covintries,  is  97,590  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  with  159,340 
tons  in  1949  and  102,340  tons  in  1948.  The  estimate  is  about  8  percent 
below  the  10-year  (1939-48)  average  of  105,770  tons  and  14  percent 
belov;  the  5-year  (1944-48)  average  of  113,910  tons.  It  is  the  smallest 
estimate  since  1945  and  follows  the  second  largest  production  on  record* 
The  preliminary  forecasts  of  July  17  for  Italy  and  Turkey  have  been 
revised  downward  while  that  for  Spain  remains  the  same  and  the  United 
States  shows  a  slight  increase* 

The  grov/ing  conditions  this  season  for  the  4  countries  as  a  whole 
were  somewhat  spotted.  Italy  perhaps  enjoyed  the  best  growing  conditions 
of  the  group.  The  conditions  in  Spain  were  good  until  the  drought  of 
the  past  2  months  caused  a  heavy  drop.  In  Turkey  and  the  United  States 
the  previous  year's  crops  v/ere  record  ones  and  weather  during  the  current 
season  was  adverse.  In  Turkey  in  addition  to  adverse  weather  experienced, 
severe  insect  damage  further  reduced  an  already  light  set  to  the  point 
where  this  year’s  harvest  is  one  of  the  smallest  in  the  past  quarter  of 
a  century* 

The  1949-50  season  came  to  a  close  vath  an  estimated  5,600  short 
tons  unshelled  basis  remaining  from  the  1949  harvest.  This  may  be 
compared  w  ith  the  8,000  tons  a  year  earlier,  '^he  carry-over  this  year 
is  distributed  about  as  follows:  Turkey,  1,400  tons;  Spain  1,200  tons; 
and  Italy,  3,000  tons.  This  small  carry-over  offers  no  serious  problem 
and  should  be  worked  off  oarly  in  the  new  marketing  season* 

The  1949-50  marketing  year  was  the  most  successful  in  the  postwar 
period  for  the  3  Msditerranean  Basin  countries  from  the  standpoint  of 
tonnage  moved.  Turkey  exported  more  filberts  than  the  estimated ■ 1950 

1/  This  forecast  of  filbert  production  is  based  in  part  upon  a  first- 
Tiand  study  conducted  by  W.  R.  Schreiber,  Agricultural  Economist,  under 
the  Research  and  Marketing  Act  program,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
It  also  is  based  in  part  upon  U.  S.  Foreign  Service  reports. 
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FILBERTS,  unsholled;  Estimated  production  in  specified  countries, 

1950  with  comparisons 


(Foreign  production  rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

Italy 

Spain 

Turkey 

Mediter¬ 

ranean 

Basin 

total 

i 

United 

States 

World 

total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Average 

1939-48  . 

20,800 

,P4  ?00 

\ 

22,600 

24  300 

56,400 

58  300 

99,800 

106  800 

5,970 

7  110 

105,770 

113  91 0 

1944-48  . . 

Annual 

/  j  ±X\J 

t 

1944  ......... 

21  300 

38  000 

I  : 

59  ROn  .  1 1 2  1  on  .  fi  520 

118  620 

1  q4Fl  . 

15,700 

47^800 

9,900 

26  400 

18,000 

18,200 

33,000 

1  4  500 

33,000 

1 

90,000 

60  500 

66,700 

156,000 

1 03  400 

5,320 

8,450 

8,800 

6,440 

11  140 

72,020 

164  450 

1946  . . 

1  047  . 

112  200 

1948  ....... . 

55  000 

9f-)  900 

102.340 

159.340 

_^97,590 

1 949  1  / . 

32  700 

1  6  500 

99  000 

148  200 

1 9  50  1 /  ..... 

V37,400 

27,500 

^26,700 

,  600 

A.  J.  Jl  Av' 

y  5,990 

1/  Preliminary* 

Revised. 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis 
of  official  statistics  of  foreign  goverranents ,  reports  of  United  States  Foreign 
Service  officers,  results  of  office  research  and  other  information* 


production  and  set  perhaps  an  all  time  hi|;h  record.  All  3  countries 
exported  more  than  during  the  previous  'year.  The  United  Kingdom, 

Germany,  France  and  Switzerland  Were  the  principal  buyers o  The  United 
States  was  a  relatively  unimportant  outlet  for  filberts  during  the 
season.  Prices  for  the  season  were  at  times  imsatisfactory  but 
probably  were  the  reason  for  the  largo  export  volume  during  the  year*  • 

The  biggest  other  boost  to  the  market  was  the  reentry  of  Germany  as 
a  buyer® 

The  1950-51  export  season  now  starting  is  expected  to  be  active 
for  Turkey  where  it  now  appears  the  entire  crop  can  be  sold  at  very 
high  prices  before  the  end  of  the  year.  The  official  export  prices 
and  policy  should  bo  available  soon.  Italy  probably  will  be  this 
season’s  principal  source  of  supply,  if  its  growers  take  advantage 
of  a  good  export  business  that  can  bo  had  at  reasonable  prices  ,this 
season.  The  grov/ers  are  reported  to  be  worried  about  the  world  political 
situation  and,  as  usual,  prefer  filberts  to  cash  in  times  of  stress* 
Spain,  at  one  time,  was  expected 'to  enjoy  a  good  export  year  with  most  ■ 
of  the  controls  removed  but  these  hopes  were  blasted,  for  the  time  being 
at  least,  by  the  official  announcement  of  part  of  the  new  season’s 
regulations  on  August  5.  On  basis  of  these  announcements  it  appears 
that  business  in  filberts  will  be  just  as  difficult,-  if  not  more  so, 
than  during  the  1949-50  season.  At  present  one  can  only  await  the 
remainder  of’the  regulations  and  official  policy  with  regard  to  prices 
to  see  if  export  business  can  be  carried  on  in  competition  vd.  th  Italy 
and  Turkey. 

The  present  uncertainty  of  the  world  political  sit\iation  could 
completely  upset  all  present  market  analysis.  It  is  ob-'m.ous  that 
foreign  filbert  prices  will  be  higher  than  those  of  the  1949-50  season. 
Germany  and  ihe  United  Kingdom  probably  will  be  the  principal  buying 
countries  followed  by  other  Western  European  countries.  The  United 
States  is  not  expected  to  be  an  important  outlot  this  season  for 
Turkish  shelled  kernels  ■unless  importers  pay  higher  prices. 

Italy;  The  1950  preliminary  estimate  of  filbert  production  in 
Italy  is'  37,400  short  tons,  unshellcd  basis,  compared  with  32^700  tons 
in  1949  and  26,400  tons  in  1948.  Tl^e  estimate  exceeds  the  10-year 
(1938-48)  average  of  20,800  tons  by  80  percent  and  the  5-year  (1944-48) 
average  of  24,200  tons  by  55  percent.  The  preliminary  estimate  for 
the  Naples-Avellino  district  is  27,500  tons  compared  with  24,200  tons 
in  1949  and  16,500. tons  in  1948.  In  Sicily  it  is  estimated  9,900  tons 
will  be  prod\icod  compared  with  8,500  tons  in  1949  and  9,900  tons  in 
1948.  The  present  estimate  is  somev/hat  lower  than  the  forecast  made 
on  July  17.  '  ^ 

Groinng  conditions  this  season  to  datb  have  in  general  been  very 
favorable.  The  winter  months  v/ere  unusually  mild,  while  spring  and 
early  summer  supplied  funple  rainfall ^  The  damage  by.cimiciato  in 
Sicily  has  been  lighter  than  normal.  The  quality  in  both  districts  is 
reported  to  be  a  little  better  than  the  previous  year. 


I 


1 


K  f^) 

-  4  -  •  ' 

As  the  1949-50  export  season  closes,  stocks  remaining  from  the  1949 
harvest  are  reported  to  be  very  small*  The  carry-over  into  the  1950-51 
marketing  year  is  now  estimated  to  total  only  3,000  short  tons,  unshelled, 
compared  with  3,300  tons  a  year  earlier*  At  present  it  is  estimated  there 
are  only  about  1,900  tons  left  in  the  Naples  district  and  1,100  tons  in 
Sicily*  The  present  estimates  indicate  about  800  tons  were  disposed  of 
since  July# 

The  1949-50  marketing  season  was  marked  by  the  usual  ups  and  downs 
in  demand  but  taken  as  a  whole  was  very  successful  tonnage  wise*  According 
to  official  statistics  exports  from  September  1,  1949  to  the  end  of 
May,  1950  totalled  1,994  tons  of  shelled  and  9,683  tons  of  unshelled* 

This  is  the  equivalent  of  13,970  tons,  unshelled  basis,  or  43  percent  of 
the  estimated  production  for  1949*  In  addition  to  these  exports  for  the 
first  9  months  were  those  of  June,  July  and  August  which  will  raise  the 
total  to  a  somewhat  higher  figure*  The  principal  destinations  for  shelled 
filberts  were  France,  Germany  and  Switzerland  while  the  United  Kingdom 
was  the  principal  destination  for  unshelled*  The  United  States  was  of  no 
importance  as  an  outlet  for  Italian  filberts*  There  have  been  claims 
that  a  portion  of  those  exported  to  France  were  later  reexported  by  France 
to  Germany  * 

The  outlook  for  the  1950-51  export  season  at  this  time  appears  to 
be  bright  although  somewhat  confxased*  The  small  Turkish  crop  and  continued 
interventions  in  Spain  make  Italy  the  principal  seller  of  filberts  on  an 
open  market  this  season*  The  unsettled  political  situation  in  Europe 
has  brought  steady  inquiries  from  Western  European  countries  such  as 
France,  Belgium  and  Sweden  for  prompt  shipment  of  old  crop  nuts*  There 
have  been  numerous  inquiries  from  the  United  States  in  the  Naples  district* 

In  Sicily  it  is  reported  the  Germans  are  negotiating  for  a  substantial 
tonnage  but  to  date  have  been  unable  to  produce  import  licenses*  The 
United  Kingdom  ?ias  been  making  inquiries  which  a.t  this  time  must  be 
considered  more  as  trial  balloons  rather  than  actual  potential  sales* 

They  are  unwilling  to  pay  the  present  asking  price  and  it  is  believed 
that  many  are  waiting  to  see  what  can  be  done  in  Spain  before  placing 
definite  orders*  There  have  also  been  other  countries  inquiring  for 
new  crop  Italian  filberts*  Exporters  generally  believe  this  will  be  a 
very  good  season* 

On  the  darker  side  is  the  fact  that  growers  have  become  very 
reluctant  to  sell  at  any  price  because  of  the  disturbed  world  situation* 

They  reason  that  should  a  world  war  start,  filberts  would  be  worth  much 
more  than  lire*  .  They  are  afraid  the  rearmament  program  will  start  a 
fresh  wave  of  inflation*  In  Sicily  growers  will  sell  only  what  is 
necessary  to  pay  current  expenses  while  the  balance  is  going  to  be  stored 
against  anticipated  inflation  and  food  shortages*  This  situation  has 
made  present  asking  prices  of  growers  rather  high  and  caused  exporters 
to  withhold  purchases*  Exporters  are  not  making  export  sales  in  hopes 
of  more  realistic  prices  later  in  the  season*  This  situation  ia  a 
paradox  in  that  although  Italy  has  tho  largest  crop  in  the  world  this 
year,  mth  ample  export  opportunity,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  do 
business  because  of  the  growers'  attitude  and  few  future  sales  have  been 
made  as  a  result*  It  is  nev/  believed  that  the  mo.rket  will  not  actually 


eet  under  way  in  volume  until  early  October  at  which  time  t^ho  war  .  ■ 

outlook  should  be  somewhat  more  clarified  and  the  perishable  crops  sold 
with  growers  more  vdlllng  to  sell.  Italy  doubtless  will  be  able  to 
move  its  entire  exportable  surplus  this  season  at  good  prices.  On  bo.sis 
of  present  indications  Italy  may  replace  Turkey  ns  the  principal  supplier 
to  the  United  States  this  season  unless  a  more  satisfactory  e^^ert  deal • 
is  forthcoming  in  Spain. 

At  the  end  of  August  old-crop,  unshelled,  prompt  shipments  f.o.b. 
Sicily  were  quoted  at  $32.00  to  $35.00  pet  quintal  of  220  pounds.  New  crop 
quotations  were  unavailable  but  were  said  to  be-  generally  agreed  to  be 
slightly  under  those  for  old-crop  and  most  likely  will  rise  to  tho  ^ 
old-crop  level  soon.  In  Naples  the  quotations  were:  extra  long,  $39.50; 
long,  $39.50;  and  round,  $37.00  f.o.b.  for  old  and  new  crops  but  with 
sellers  refusing  to  accept  orders  for  now-crop  until  the  domestic  price 
structure  is  stabilized.  The  new-crop  quotations  in  Naples  are  purely 
nominal.  The  shelled  quotation  for  Giffoni  was  $83.00.  In  view  of ^ the 
price  tho  situation  now  obviously  is  somewhat  confused  in  both  Italian 
districts. 

Spain:  The  1950  preliminary  estimate  for  filbert  production  in  - 

Spain  rema'ins  at  27,500  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  with 
16,500  tons  in  1949  and  14,500  tons  in  1948.  The  estimate  exceeds  the 
lolyear  (1939-48)  average  of  22,600  tons  by  22  percent  and  the  5-year 
(1944-48)  average  of  '24,300  tons  by  13  percent.  It  is  the  largest  crop 
since  1947. 

Growing  conditions  up  to  June  had  boon  satisfactory  and  some  sources 
believed  a  larger  crop  would  result.  In  late  June  and  through  July 
and  August  a  drought  was  experienced  in  the  principal  growing  districts 
causing  a  heavy  late  drop  of  immature  fruit.  A  few  light  showers  in 
the  second  half  of  August  v/cre  beneficial  but,  of  course,  were  too  late 
to  stop  the  drop.  There  is  now  some  fear  that  the  harvest  period  will  , 
experience  rains,  which  may  cause  rotting  while  the  nuts  are  still  on 
the  ground. 

i 

Tho  carry-over  from  the  1949  harvest  is  estimated  at  not  over 
1,200  short' tons  and  is  reported  to  be  largely  in  the  hands  of ^exporters 
and  large  handlers.  Growers  are  reported  to  be  holding  very  little 
old-crop. 

The  1949-50  export  season  was  somewhat  more  successful  than  the 
previous  one  based  on  tonnage.  Aoearding  to  tho  official  Spahisn 
statistics,  vhich  unfortunately  do  not  show  shelled  and  unshelled 
separately,  a  total  of  7,801  short  tons  were  exported  from  August  1, 

1949  to  Fay  31,  1950  compared  with  5,534  tons  for  the  entire  year  in 
the  previous  season.  The  United  Kingdom  was  tho  princiapl  destination 
with  3,367  short  tons  and  Switzerland  next  vdth  1,046.  Th©  balance 
were  exported  to  other  V/estern  European  countries,  Brazil,  and  Canada, 
with  a  very  small  lot  going  to  the  United  States. 

Tho  outlook  for  the  1950-51  export  season  up  to  August  5  appeared 
very  bright  in  view  of  the  small  crop  and  high  prices  in  Turkey.  It 
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also  had  been  anticipated  that  the  burdensome  controls  applied  to 
Spanish  exports  would  bo  removed  or  at  least  greatly  simplified  to 
facilitate  exports*  On  August  5  the  first  of  the  new  season’s  export 
and  domestic  control  regulations  were  released  in  the  official  orders 
of  the  Ministry  of  Commerce  and  Industry.  These  first  regulations 
according  to  some  exporters  are  even  more  complicated  than  those  of  last 
season  and  will  make  it  difficult  to  compete  with  sucli  other  countries 
as  Italy  and  Turkey  whore  the  governments  have  done  everything  possible 
to  facilitate  exports.  The  exporters  are  still  awaiting  the  balance  of 
the  nevr  season’s  regulations  and  official  prices  but  at  the  moment  the 
outlook  for  a  good  competitive  position  is  considerably  dimmer  than  a 
month  ago.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  later  in  the  season  the  program 
will  be  sufficiently  cleared  up  to  enable  a  freer  export  of  Spanish 
filberts. 


Turkey*  The  1950  preliminary  estimate  of  filbert  production  in 
Turkey  is  revised ^downward  to  26,700  short  tons,  unshelled  basis, 
compared  with  99,000  tons  in  1949  and  55,000  tons  in  1948.  The  estimate 
is  equivalent  to  less  -ttian  half  of  average  production  and  is  one  of  the 
smallest  crops  on  record.  It  follows  the  largest  crop  in  the  past 
quarter  of  a  century. 

The  growing  conditions  during  practically  the  entire  season  to 
June'  have  been  unsatisfactory.  During  pollination  wet  cold  weather 
caused  considerable  damage.  This  was  followed  by  severe  insect  damage, 
primarily  in  Trabzon  and  Giresun.  The  insect  bores  holes  in  the 
immature  fruit,  and  these  holes  eventually  cause  a  heavy  drop  of  empty 
shells.  The  damage  caused  by  the  insect  is  deceptive  as  the  results 
of  its  attack  are  not  known  for  a  long  time  afterwards.  This  leads 
growers  to  believe  they  have  a  much  larger  crop  than  is  actually  the 
case.  Little  or  no  effort  has  been  made  to  combat  the  insect.  The 
small  crop  is  reported  to  be  running  to  larger  size  nuts  than  were 
harvested  last  season. 

The  1949-50  export  season  drev:  to  a  close  with  not  more  than 
1,400  short  tons  unshelled  basis  remaining  unsold  in  the  entire  country. 
The  bulk  of  this  tonnage  is  in  the  hands  of  exporters  and  will  be 
easily  disposed  of  before  the  new  season  is  actively  landerway.  The 
export  season  now  closed  was,  from  the  tonnage  point  of  view,  one  of 
the  most  successful  in  the  history  of  the  Turkish  filbert  industry. 

The  official  export  statistics  reveal  that  from  September  1,  1949  to 
June  1,  1950  a  total  of  37,360  short  tons  of  shelled  were  shipped  abroad 
and  about  3,800  tons  of  unshelled  or  about  95  percent  of  the  total  1949 
harvest  and  carry-over  from  1948. 

The  United  Kingdom  was  the  principal  buyer  with  11,496  short  tons 
of  shelled;  Germnay,  second  with  8,698  tons;  Sweden,  -third  with  3,425  tons; 
and  Switzerland,  fourth  v/ith  2,715  tons.  The  United  States,  according 
to  Turkish  statistics,  was  the  buyer  of  only  348  short  tons  of  shelled; 
however,  considerable  more  tonnage  was  imported  by  the  United  States 
through  third  courrbries.  According  to  these  statistics  548  tons  of 
shelled  vrere  exported  to  Italy  which  apparently  v/ere  reexported. 
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and  is  trying  to  put  an  end, to  ito 


f.o.b,  Istanbul  per  220  pounds  sneiiea  nuT^s  n 
As  the  season  advanced  and  the  estimates  of  the  1950 
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prices  rose  rapidly.  On’^ August  14  the  prices  were  Wbout  ^90o00  tor 
current  quality  and  $95.00  for  standard  quality ,  however,  most 
exporters  were  none  too  happy  about  making  sales  at>this  leve^  as 
they  believed  prices  would  go  still  higher.  They  Were  right  in 
this  assumption  as-  a  week  Int'er  the  prices  on  the  domes-tic  mar  >.e 
rose  to  $95.00  andL$100«00.  ,At, present  it. is  unders'tood  some  expo 
the  prices  to  reach  $102.00  and  $i07.00.  The  offic-ial  opening  pric 
for  prompt  shipment  are  to  be’  announced  after  August  25  but  are  no 
expected  to  be  must  lower  than  present  quotations.  >  - 

Inquiries  from  abroad,  mainly  the  United  Kingdom,  the  United 
States,  Germany,  Belgium,  Prance  and  Sweden  have  been  numerous  but 
actual  sales  to  some  of  these  coun-tries  have  been  light.  Uni  tea 


since  the  War.  ‘This  is  due  'to 
Turlcey  • 


European  countries  a.nd  the  United  States.  It  all  appears  ^  _ 

up  to  a  high  priced  market,  extremely  active  with  a  probable  Complete 
sell-out  before  December  31.  The  Turkish  Government  moreover  has 
greatly  reduced  the. red  tape  and  is  facilitating  exports  in  every 


possible  way.  . 
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UNITED  STATES;  Imports,  for  consumption,  of  shelled  and  unshelled  filberts 

(Crop  year,  September-August) 


Year 


Total 


;  Ti.  -I  So-  ’mi  ’  Other  ; 

Italy  Spam  Turkey  ,  . 

! _ ^ ;  countries; _ 

[Short  tons; Short  tons; Short  tons; Short  tons; Short  tons 


Average; 

1939-40/1948-49 

1944-45/1948-49 

Annual: 


SHELLED 


69 

79 


191 

240 


1,966 
3,6 


o2 


27 

45 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census# 

UNITED  STATES;  Exports  of  filberts  for  consumption  l/ 


2,253 

3,996 


1  943-44. . 

0 

539 

1 7 

n 

576 

4,180 

4,595 

5,060 

2  448 

1 944-43  . 

n 

1,191 

6 

1 

? 

\J 

0 

1945-46 

178 

4  231 

180 

1946-47  . 

133 

39 

4,921 

2  398 

5 

1947-48  . 

0 

11 

1  948-49 

43 

35 

0 

3  823 

3,696 

2,861 

1949—50  l/ 

37 

2,744 

45 

Average; 

UNSHELLED 

1 

» 

1939-40/1948-49  . 

280 

31 

1 

0 

312 

1944-45/1948-49  . 

402 

61 

1 

■0 

464 

Annual : 

4 

1  94.3-44  . r-TT 

0 

0 

n 

R 

1944-45  . 

D  < 

16 

2?n 

*  u 

0 

8 

0 

0 

16 

389 

1Q4  3_4R  . .  _ 

1948-47  . .  1  fiOn 

69 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1,669 

.3 

1 947-48  . 

1948-49  . . . 

44 

0 

0 

44 

1949-50  1/  . 

15 

0 

0 

0 

15 

Year 

Mexico 

Cuba 

Argentina 

Canada 

Other 

Total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Average; 

1944-45/1948-49 

9 

133 

12 

69 

48 

271 

Annual; 

1943—44  •  e  *  • «  •  • 

E 

17 

84 

0 

101 

i 

• 

15  !  217 

1944—45  ....... 

2 

101 

0 

120 

35 

258 

1945-46 

3 

97 

0 

21 

28 

149 

1946—47  .•••••. 

12 

158  ;  52 

45 

23 

290 

1947-48  . 

28 

145 

6 

155 

132 

466 

1 948—49  •  .  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

162 

0 

4 

27 

194 

1949-50  2/  .... 

0 

188 

0 

6 

rrrT-’rzr-vrrn. 

41 

235 

1  Q/T?  _ 

^/  10  months,  September  through  Juno. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census^ 
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Large  Almond  Crop  Harvested  in  Mediterranean 
By  Walter  Re  Schreiber,  Agricultural  Economist 


The  1950  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  production  in  the 
leading  foreign  producing  countries  is  87,700  short  tons  compared  with 
60,300  tons  in  1949  and  54,000  tons  in  1948 •  The  estimate  is  36  percent 
above  the  10-year.  (1939-48)  average  of  64,300  tons  and  27  percent  above 
the  5-year  (1944-48)  average  of  69,000  tons*  The  crop  has  turned  a 
little  better  than  expected  in  almost  all  countries*  The  Italian  crop 
exceeded  the  forecast  by  12  percent* 

V  .  *  ‘ 

The  growing  and  harvesting  conditions  for  this  group  of  countries 
as  a  whole  have  been  the  best  in  recent  years.  Frost  damage  at 
blossoming  was  small*  The  soil  seems  to  have  had  sufficient  moisture 
everywhere  except  in  Spain  where  dryness  prevented  the  nuts  from  sizing* 

The  1950-51  marketing  season  started  v<rith  the  smallest  carry-over 
in  the  postvmr  period*  It  is  estimated  not  more  than  5,200  short  tons 
of  the  1949  harvest  remained  unsold  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin*  It  is 
estimated  2,200  tons  remain  in  Spain,  1,800  tons  in  Italy  and  1,200  tons 
in  Iran.  The  total  tonnage  which  moved  in  international  trade  during 
the  1949-50  season  is  not  Ioiovti,  si’ace  for  most  of  the  countries  it  is 
not  possible  to.  obtain  statistics  for  some  months  after  the  exports 
have  been  made.  TJae  tonnage  moved  by  Italy  and  Spain  w'as  large*  The 
entire  exportable  surpluses  of  French  Morocco  and  Portugal  wore  sold 
abroad*  The  United  Kingdom,  Germany,  and  France  were  the  largest 
importers  of  almonds  during  the  year,  while  the  United  States  was  a 
relatively  minor  one* 

The  1950-51  sec.son  now  underway  gives  promise  of  being  one  of  the 
most  confusing  in  some  years*  The  large  production  this  year  led 
foreign  exporters,  and  importers  to  believe  lower  prices,  because  of 
the  supply,  were  in  order*  It  appet.red  highly  probable  that  Spain 
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ALMOM)S,  SHELLED:  Estimated  commercial  production  in  specified  countries, 

1950  with  comparisons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

France 

French 

Morocco 

Iran 

Italy 

Portugal:  Spain 

Foreign 

total 

United 

States 

unshelled 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short  :  Short 

Short 

Short 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons  :  tons 

tons 

tons 

Average 

» 

•r 

1939^48 

700 

2,200 

6,700 

28,300 

•  i 

2,500:  23,900:  64,300 

23,300 

1944^48 

900 

2,200 

6,500 

34,200 

9  • 

2,300:  22,900:  69,000 

30,400 

Annual 

■ 

1945 

500 

3,300 

6,600 

50,600 

2,300:  26,400 

89,700 

27,200 

1946 

700 

2,400 

7,700 

33,000 

3,700:  24,200 

71,700 

37,800 

1947 

1,000 

1,200 

6,000 

46,200 

1,100:  22,000 

77,500 

29,200 

1948 

1,100 

3,300 

' 

7,000 

18,700 

2,900:  21,000 

54,000 

34,000 

1949 

300 

1,900 

7,700 

24,300 

4,200:  21,900 

60,300 

1/  43,300 

1950  2/ 

^1,600 

1/3,900 

37  6,600 

v. 

0 

0 

0 

4,200:  26,400 

1/  87,700 

1/  37,200 

'\J  Revised. 

Preliminary. 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations .  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis 
of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  II.  S.  Foreign  Service 
officers,  results  of  office  research,  and  other  information. 


would  remove  all  or  most  of  its  controls  on  ejqports  of 'tree  nuts  and 
become  a  more  active  competitor  on  world  markets.  Exporters  in  Italy 
and  in  some  of  the  smaller  countries  in  lo.te  spring  and  early  summer 
began  to  offer  September-Octobcr  shipments  at  low  prices  compared  with 
prompt  shipment.  This  lowering  of  prices  continued  until  August  when 
the  bottom  was  reached. 

i  '* 

Since  early  August  the  trend  of  prices  has  been  steadily  upward. 
The  Korean  conflict  has  been  largely  instrijmental  in  reversing  the 
downward  trend  in  Italy.  The  Italian  growers,  fearing  another  European 
war  and  another  wave  of  inflation,  are  now  holding  back  sales  of 
almonds  to  the  exporters,  preferring  to  hold  almonds  to  cash.  The 
Spanish  Government  announced  its  now  control  measures  early  in  August 
which  were,  according  to  the  first  impressions  of  Spanish  exporters, 
every  bit  as  complicated  if  not  more  so  than  those  of  the  preceding 
season.  The  result  of  this  new  Spanish  control  has  be'en  to  keep  Spain 
out  of  the  market  for  the  time  being,  at  least  until  the  measure  can 
bo  studied.  > 

There  were  other  factors  which  have  contributed  to  creating  the 
present  situation  of  large  supplies,  higher  prices  and  few  actual 
sales  during  the  first  month  of  the  new  season.  The  very  small  Turkish 
filbert  crop  which  at  first  was  estimated  at  one-third  of  last  year's 
record  is  now  down  to  about  one-fifth.  Some  exporters  reason  that 
foreign  buyers  will  be  forced  to  buy  other  nuts  to  meet  their  needs. 

The  Gormans,  who  last  year  were  an  important  factor  in' the  market, 
have  been  compelled  to  make  provisional  contracts  carrying  a  clause 
to  the  effect  that  their  offers  to  buy  are  contingent  oAbiing  able 
to  secure  import  licenses.  This  has  temporarily  held  up  shipments 
to  Germany. 

The  United  Kingdom,  which  was  one  of  the  principal 'buyers  of 
nuts  last  season,  is  reported  holding  back  waiting  for  lower  prices 
and  in  some  markets  these  are  not  expected  before  late  fall  or  early 
winter. 

The  hopes  raised  by  early  reports  of  a  very  small  United  States 
crop  were  blasted  when  the  United  States  official  estimate  was 
released  in  August.  France,  which  last  season  was  active  in  the 
market,  did  not  release  its  import  regulations  for  1950-51  until 
August  25,  largely  because  of  the  pressure  of  domestic  and  French 
Moroccan  growers.  The  new  French  regulations  put  almonds  on  the 
free  list  provided  the  coimtry  of  origin  participating  in  the 
Organization  for  European  Economic  Cooperation.  This  announcement 
will  make  it  possible  to  import  freely  from  Italy  and  Portugal, 
although  import  certificates  are  still  required.  The  importers  in 
other  western  European  countries  are  reluctant  to  start  purchasing 
until  the  market  is  more  settled. 


France:  The  preliminary  estimate  for  1950  French  shelled  almond 
production  is  1,600  short  tons  compared  with  300  tons  in  1949  and 
1,100  tons  in  1948*  The  estimate  is  more  than  double  the  10-year  average 
(1939-48)  and  exceeds  the  5-year  average  (1944-48)  of  900  tons  by 
78  percent*  This  year»s  crop  is  one  of  the  largest  in  recent  years* 

Growing  conditions  in  general  were  very  satisfactory  for  the  entire 
-season*  During  the  summer  the  weather  was  rather  dry  and  growers  v/ould 
have  welcomed  more  rain  to  size  the  nuts*  Harvesting  is  now  underway 
in  all  growing  areas* 

During  the  1949-50  season  France  was  c  heavy  importer  of  almonds* 
Unfortimately  official  statistics  are  not  available  for  the  entire  crop 
year*  It  is  estimated  by  the  trade  that  during  the  first  half  of  1950 
some  5,700  tons  v/ere  imported  of  which  it  is  estimated  one-fourth  • 
were  bitters*  Itt-ly  was  the  principal  supplier  with  an  estimated 
40  percent  of  the  season’s  total,  and  Frehch  Morocco  second*  It  is 
interonting  to  note  that  France  exported  about  1,900  tons  to  Germany 
dviring  the  first  half  of  the  year,  of  which  some  25  percent  were  bitters* 
These  reexports  csjne  about  as  a  result  of  exchange  difficulties,  v/hich 
made  it  possible  for  Germany  to  buy  almonds  in  France  rather  than  in 
the  country  of  origin* 

The  1950-51  marketing  season  Virill  see  heavy  imports  again  as  the 
domestic  production  is  much  too  small  to  take  care  of  the  French 
requirements*  French  Moroccan  almonds  are  permitted  to  enter  without 
import  quota  requir^.ments  as  are  the  few  that  are  produced  in  Algeria 
and  Tunisia* 

.  1 

Imports  of  almonds  from  other  countries  are  lender  quota  unless 
they  are  participating  in  the  Organization  for  European  Bconomic 
Cooperation*  At  present  the  only  unfilled  quota  is  for  400  tons  from 
Spain*  North  African  and  French  growers  are  complaining  that  cheaper 
Italian  nuts  will  drive  their  prices  down  and  are  attempting  to  have 
quotas  reestablished*  At  present  Moroccan  nuts  are  coming  into  France 
and  are  being  quoted  in  the  Marseille  v^holesale  markets  at  29  to 
33  cents  per  pound*  Italian  nuts  are  also  being  quoted  for  September- 
October  delivery  at  29  to  30  cents  per  pound*  Domestic  demands  have 
not  been  quoted,  but  the  general  feeling  is  that  they  should  be  somewhat 
higher  than  those  from  other  areas* 

The  purchases  by  Germany  direct  in  Italy  and  Spain  will  determine 
to  some  extent  the  volume  of  French  almond  imports*  It  is  reported 
that  some  importers  in  France  believe  they  will  be  able  to  reexport 
to  Germany  as  they  did  last  season*  The  Italian  prices  seem,  at  the 
moment,  to  be  the  principal  concern  of  the  French*  It  is  also  reported 
that  some  exports  of  French  almonds  may  be  made  to  the  United  States 
this  season* 

French  Morocco:  The  1950  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond 
production  in  French  Morocco  is  3,900  short  tons  compared  with  1,900  tons 
in  1949  and  3,300  tons  in  1948*  The  estimate  is  77  percent  higher  than 


both  the  10-year  (1939-48)  and  5-yerr  (1944-48)  averages  of  2^200  tons. 

The  growing  and  harvesting  conditione  have  been  favorable.  The  nuts 
are  of  good  quality  and  size.  There  v/as  no  carry-over  from  1949. 

The  1950-51  marketing  season  is  expected  to  follow  closely  that  of 
the  previous  year.  The  bulk  of  the  exports  are  expected  to  go  to  France 
although  Germany  may  enter  the  market  and  there  are  some  members  of  the 
trade  who  expect  to  do  a  little  business  with  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
new  season’s  prices  have  not  yet  been  established,  but  are  generally 
expected  to  be  competitive  with  those  of  Italy  and  Spain.  The  trade  is 
concerned  with  reports  of  the  large  Spanish  and  Italian  crops  and  feels 
that  France,  Germany  and  other  potential  customers  may  switch  their 
business  to  those  countries. 

Iran:  The  1950  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  production 
in  Iran  is  6,600  short  tons , compared  with  7,700  tons  in  1949  and 
7,000  tons  in  1948.  The  estimate  is  1.5  percent  below  the  10-year 
(1939-48)  average  of  6,700  tons  and  1.5  percent  above  the  5-year 
(1944-48)  average  of  6,500  tons* 

The  cold  weather  experienced  during  blossoming  appears  to  have 
done  less  damage  than  at  first  reported.  The  balance  of  the  season 
up  to  harvest  vfas  satisfactory  mth  ample  rainfall.  The  quality  of 
nuts  is  said  to  be  good. 

The  1949-50  marketing  year  closed  with  an  estimated  carry-over 
of  1949  havested  nuts  of  1,200  short  tons  and  exports  totaling 
3,300  short  tons.  The  principal  buyers  of  Iranian  almonds  were 
Pakistan,  India  and  Germany.  According  to  Iranian  statistics,  no 
almonds  v/ere  exported  to  the  United  States,  the  United  Kingdom  or 
Canada. 

The  1950-51  mc.rketing  season  is  expected  to  follow  about  the 
same  pattern  as  the  previous  one  insofar  as  destination  of  exports 
is  concerned.  The  trade  is  unwilling  to  give  quotations  on  new-crop 
nuts  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  as  they  state  that  importers 
in. this  country  are  not  interested  in  Iranian  almonds* 

r  *  ‘ 

Italy:  The  1950  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  production 
in  Italy  is  45,000  short  tons  compared  with  24,300  tens  in  1949  and 
18,700  tons  in  1948*  The  estimate  exceeds  the  10-year  average  (1939-38) 
of  28,300  tons  by  59  peroont  and  the  5-yoar  (1944-48)  average  of 
34,200  tons  by  32  percent*  This  is  one  of  the  largest  crops  in  recent 
years*  In  the  Bari  district  it  is  now  anticipated  that  26,300  short  tons 
will  be  harvested  and  in  Sicily  a  crop  of  18,700,  tons  is  expected. 

These  estimates  are  higher  than  the  forecast  of  Juno  19*  There  are 
reports  circulating  in  some  countries  to  the  effect  that  thq  Italian 
crop  is  considerably  larger  than  the  above  estimate.  Personal  observation 
of  the  almond  crop  in  both  Italian  districts  does  not  bear  out  such 
optimistic  estimates*  It  is  possible  that  when  the  harvest  is  completed 
this  month  the  estimate  may  be  slightly  revised. 
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Growing  conditions  in  both  Be.ri  and  Sicily  vrere  very  satisfactory 
right  up  to  the  strrt  of  the  harvest.  More  rain  lAiould  have  been 
beneficial  and  would  have  increased  the  size  of  the  kernels  in  Sicily. 
Early  harvest  reports  indicate  the  supply  of  small  bar-type  nuts  in 
Sicily  will  be  large.  The  Bari  district  also  reports  sufficient  small 
size  nuts  to  take  care  of  any  anticipated  business  this  season.  The 
quality  of  the  almonds  in  both  districts  is  reported  as  excellent* 

The  1949-50  marketing  season  came  to  a  close  with  the  smallest 
carry-over  in  the  postwar  period.  It  is  estimated  that  not  more  than  • 
1,800  tons  remain  in  all  of  Italy  of  which  1,100  tons  are  said  to  remain 
in  Sicily  and  the  balance  in  Bari*  According  to  available  official 
Italian  statistics,  exports  of  shelled  almonds  from  September  1,  1949 
to  July  10,  1950  totaled  23,025  short  tons  and  it  is  estimated  that 
about  2,500  tons  of  unshelled  wore  exported  during  this  period.  In 
addition,  there  v/ere  some  sizeable  export  shipments  not  included  in  the 
above  figures  made  after  July  10*  The  season  tonnage-wise  was 
satisfactory  although  at  times  prices  were  not  entirely  pleasing  to 
growers  and  exporters. 

The  new  export  season  (1950-51),  although  less  than  a  month  old, 
already  has  had  2  distinct  price  trends  and  more  than  a  normal  share 
of  confusion.  Early  in  the  summer  some  exporters  and  growers  on  the 
basis  of  the  very  large  crop  in  the  making  in  Italy  and  in  the 
Mediterranean  Basin  generally  began  to  lower  their  ideas  of  prices. 

At  that  time  September-October  shipment  quotations  were  slightly  under 
prompt  shipment.  This  trend  continued  to  a  point  where  new  crop  v/as 
offered  at  15  percent  belov/  old-crop  nuts.  There  were  occasional  offers 
of  even  lower  prices.  At  this  point  it  appeared  Italian  almond  prices 
were  due  for  even  a  worse  set-back  and  the  growers  became  gloomy* 

The  downward  trend  was  halted  with  the  news  of  the  United  Nations 
action  in  Korea  and  as  the  world* s  political  situation  deteriorated 
the  prices  started  upward.  The  upward  trend  was  rapid  as  growers 
refused  to  sell  fearing  another  war  in  Europe  and  further  inflation. 

The  growers  in  both  Sicily  and  Bari,  as  usual,  are  not  hard  pressed 
for  funds  at  this  time  as  they  are  selling  the  more  perishable  products 
first  and  holding  almonds  and  filberts* 

The  exporters  suddenly  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  obtain 
supplies  to  fill  their  September-October  commitments.  The  upward 
trend  is  not  confined  to  nlcionds  but  is  general  in  all  edible  items* 

At  present  it  is  reported  that  most  Bari  exporters  are  not  accepting 
orders  until  the  price  structure  clarifies.  In  Sicily  a  few  exporters 
who  made  early  commitments  at  low  prices  are  nov/  faced  with  a  loss* 

Other  Sicilian  exporters  have  made  a  few  sales  to  the  United  States 
at  $00.00,  but  none  seemed  very  pi occenis  about  the  deals* 

The  exporters  also  were  worried  by  reports  that  the  Spanish  nuts 
would  be  priced  competitively  and  that  most  of  the  restrictions  on 
exporters  would  be  removed  this  season*  In  addition  reports  seem 


to  be  circulating  in  some  foreign  countries  that  the  Italian  crop  is 
the  largest  on  record  and,  therefore,  prices  should  be  very  much  lower 
than  last  season*  The  Spanish  Government,  however,  on  August  5  announced 
its  new  19S0-51  season  regulations  which  turned  out  to  be  at  least  as 
burdensome,  if  not  more  so,  than' those  of  the  preceding  season*  This 
was  a  deeidod  relief  to  the  Italian  exporters*  The  ’’record  crop”  story 
is  a  little  slow  in  dying,  but  probably  will  cause  less  concern* 

The  Italian  exporters  late  this  spring  were  receiving  stories  about 
a  25,000-ton  California  almond  crop  which  ■was  welcome  news  as  it  ■would 
mean  a  nice  business  in  bar-type  almonds,  however,  ihie  official  United 
States  almond  estimate  is -now  37,200  tons'*  This  higher  crop  estimate 
dampened  the  hopes  of  a  large  export  business  "with  the  United  States 
this- season*  There  are,  however,  a  number  of  inquiries  for  this  "type 
of  almond# 

In  addition  to  the  disappointment  over  the  United  States  export 
prospects  is  one  ■with  Germany*  The  Gormans  had  been  very  active  buyers 
during  last  season  and  were  expected  to  do  the  same  in  the  1950-51 
season#  German  importers  were  very  much  interested  in  Italian  almonds 
from. the  1950  harvest*  However,  they  have  not  been  able  to  close 
contracts  without  a  clause  stating  the  purchase  was  contingent  upon 
obtaining  import  licenses*  This  difficulty  over  import  licenses  has 
been  an  \anexpected  blow  to  Italian  exporters  and  most  of  them  now  are 
reluctant  to  made  deals  with  the  Germans# 

I  these  difficulties  mentioned  in  the  preceding  paragraphs 

have  had  the  combined  effect  .of  forcing  prices  up,  but  making  it 
difficult  to  actually  do  business  in  a  year  of  large  production*  The 
market  in  Italy,  which  should  at  this  time  be  very' active,  is  actually 
almost  at  a  stanostill  until  some  of  the  problems  are  settled#  The 
United  Kingdom  up  to  this  point  has  not  shown  much  interest  and  may  , 
not  appear  in  the  market  vintil  January  in  hope  that  the  prices  will 
fall  to  lower  levels* 

Prices  now  quoted  are  more  or  less  nominal  and  no  doubt  will 
change^once  the  market  gets  active*  In  Bari  the  most  recent  quotations 
wore  s^85e00  per  220  pounds  f*o*b*  Prima  Bari*  The  Sicilian  price  is 
.  about  ^80.00  for  the  ordinary  grades  and  a. little  higher  for  better 
grades* 


The  1950  preliminary  estimate  for  shelled,  almond,  production  in 
Portugal  is  4,200  short  tons  v;hich  is  the  same  size  crop  as  in  1949# 
The  preliminary  estimate  exceeds  the  10-year  average  (1939-48)  of 
2,500  "bons  by  68  percent  and  the  5— year  (1944—48)  average  of 
2,300  tons  by  83  percent# 


Growing  conditions  all  season  have  been  very  favorable  in  the 
Algarve  district*  A  very  large  crop  of  good  quality  nuts  in  now  being 
harvested*  In  the  smaller  Douro  dis'trict  frosts  and  hea'vy  winds  during 
March  caused  considerable  damage  and  a  much  smaller  crop  is  now  being 
harvested# 
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According  to  the  trade  the  entire  1949  crop  of  almonds  had  been  sold 
prior  to  September  1.  The  only  almonds  available  in  the  market  at  this 
time  are  now-crop  nuts# 

The  1949-50  export  season  was  very  good  with  a  total  of  about 
3,800  short  tons  of  shelled  nuts  being  exported*  In  the  1948-49  season 
the  exports  totaled  about  2,900  tons*  France  was  the  principal  buyer 
during  the  1949-50  season  with  1,125  short  tons;  Belgium  second  with 
904  tons  and  the  United  Kingdom  with  830  tons*  There  v/ere  important 
tonnages  exported  to  Canada,  Brazil,  Sweden,  Netherlands  and  Norway* 

The  United  States  was  a  very  minor  outlet,  having  purchased  only 
11  short  tons  according  to  Por'buguese  figures*  In  addition  to  the 
exports  of  shelled  nuts  a  total  of  1,033  short  tons  of  unshelled  were 
exported  mostly  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Portuguese  colonies* 

The  1950-51  export  season  at  this  time  appears  even  more  promising 
than  the  one  just  closed,  although  the  total  salable  tonnage  is  the 
same*  It  is  reported  that  inquiries  from  abroad  have  been  plentiful  and 
no  difficulties  are  anticipated  in  moving  the  entire  crop*  Prices  have 
been  firm  and  growers  are  beginning  to  ask  for  higher  prices*  On 
September  L,  export  quotations  were  around  35  cents  per  pound  c*f* 

European  ports  with  some  doubt  in  the  minds  of  exporters  as  to  how 
long  they  would  be  able  to  ship  at  that  price*  It  is  anticipated  that 
some  small  bar-type  business  ivill  be  done  with  tho  United  States  this 
season* 

Spain;  The  1950  preliminary  estimate  for  the  production  of  shelled 
almonds  in  Spain  is  26,400  short  tons  compared  with  21,900  tons  in  1949  and 
21,000  tons  in  1948*  The  estimate  is  10  percent  above  tne  iO-year 
(1939-48)  average  of  23,900  tons  a.nd  15  percent  above  the  5-year 
(1944-48)  average  of  22,900  tons*  The  Mollares  crop  is  estimated  at 
3,900  short  tons  unshelled  basis*  Mollares  are  soft  shelled  almonds 
generally  sold  unshelled* 

Growing  conditions  in  Spain  have  been  somewhat  spotted  this 
season*  In  general  the  winter  and  spring  were  favorable*  Blossoming 
took  place  under  good  average  conditions  although  there  were  areas  in 
which  some  damage  was  dpne.  The  summer  was  extremely  dry  and  in  some 
areas  amounted  to  ai  drought*  The  sur,imer  heat  reduced  the  crop  slightly* 

The  nuts  are  reported  of  good  quality  with  a  large  percentage* of  small 
sizes* 

The  1949-50  marketing  year  came  to  a  close  with  an  estimated 
^,200  short  tons  of  shelled  nuts  remaining  in  all  of  Spain*  It  is 
reported  that  there  are  no  stocks  left  in  Reus  and  Idalaga*  The  carry¬ 
over  is  reported  to  be  in  the  Valencia  and  Mallorca  districts* 

Tho  1949>95,0  export  season  with  all  its  difficulties  ended  with 
a  substantial  export  volume*  The  official  statistics  for  the  crop 
year  are  not  yet  available*  However,  estimates  by  the  trade  based 


on  such  statistics  rs  arc  available  indicate  that  at  least  16,000  short 
tons  of  shelled  were  exported*  The  United  Kingdom,  Sweden  and  Switzerland 
were  the  principal’  buyers  of' Spanish  alnonds  during  the  season*  Germany 
was  the  destination- of  11  tons  during  the,  year  although  it  is  possible 
that  almonds  purchased  by  other  countries  later  found  their  way  to 
Germany*  The  United  States  was  not  an  important  buyer  because  of  the 
countervailing  duties*  Almonds  were  exported  to  some  20  other  countries* 

The  1950-51  export  season  vdiich  earlier  in  the  season  looked  so 
promising  as  far  ns  Spanish  exporters  were  concerned,  has  already 
turned  into  a  disappointment*  It  was  anticipated  that  the  burdensom.e 
controls  on  almond  marketing  would  be  either  eliminated  entirely  or  at 
least  greatly  simplified*  In  some  Quarters  it  v/as  predicted  that  the 
almond  and  filbert  trade  v/ould  be  given  a  free  hand  to  trade  in 
international  markets  in  competition  vmth  nuts  from  other  areas*  The 
anticipated  liberalizing  or  eliminating  of  all  controls  on  almonds  was 
expected  to  result  in  the  lifting  of  United  States  countervailing  duties* 

The  Spanish  Government  on  August  5  blasted  all  these  exporters* 
hopes  by  announcing  the  new  season’s  regulations*  The  new  regulations 
are,  according  to  some  exporters,  as  complicated  if  not  more  complicated 
than  those  of  the  previous  season*  The  nev/  regulations  have  '  temporarily 
tied  up  the  export  business  until  exporters  find  out  just  Vv^hat  they  must 
do  and  what  prices  will  be  allov:cd  for  expert  shipments*  A  translation 
of  the  order  is  given  belov/; 

1*  All  almond  and  filbert  stocks,  including  culls,  are  intervened 
during  the  1950-51  season,  'which  Virillbe  considered  as  having 
begun,  August  1,  1950* 

The  intervention  for  the  present  is  limited  to  prices  payable 
to  growers  and  to  products  (mcrcancias)  distributed  within  the 
nation’s  boundcries*  ” 

I 

The  executive  members  of  the  Committee  for  Trade  in  Almonds 
and  Filborts  (Comision  para  el  Cbmercio  de  la  /Jme-ndra  y  la 
Avellana),  created  by  Joint  Order  of  January  5,  1948  may  take 
the  measures  considered  necessary  to  as&urc  continuity  of 
exportations,  should  foreign  trade  needs  require  such  action* 

2o  The  Coinmittee  may  com.pel  farmers  to  submit  a  declaration  of 
their  stocks  at  hand* 

1.* . 

3*  Only  grov/ers,  wholesalers,  and  shellers  shall  be  buyers.  The 
Committee  is  authorized  to  extend  this  right  to  exporters  or 
to  grant  such  right  to  the  latter  with  an  exclusive  character* 

4*  The  prices  of  almonds  and'  filborts  which  shall  serve  as  a 

basis  for  the  liquidation  of  Exportations,  per  kilogram,  fer 
sound,  dry,  clean  nuts,  shall  be  the  folltwingj  f*o*b* 
exporter's  warehouse: 
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Shollod  Almonds  Pesetas 


.  i  ■ 

Varieties:  Valencia,  Esperanza,  Comunas, 

Romera,  /irdales,  Corcheras,  Planestas, 
and  similar  .  12 •90 

Varieties:  Marcona,  Jordanas,-  Larguetas, 

Pestaneta  and  similar  13*40 

Variety:  Mallorca-Propietario  (with 

fragments),  and  similar  12*40 

Bitter  quality  12*00 

Unshelled  /Jmonds 

Mollar  (Peninsula)  •  4*65 

Mollar  (Ibiza)  4*25 

Pitas  4*00 

Duras  (Hard)  (the  price  resulting  from 
their  yield  shelled,  in  accordance  with 
the  prices  fixed  for  shelled  almonds  in 
this  same  Order) 


Filberts 

Shelled  13,90 

Unshelled  (price  proportional  to  shelled, 
according  to  yield,) 

Prices  paid  to  the  farmer  shall  be  these  listed  above  upon 
delivery  to  warehouses  in  the  exporting  centers  which  shall 
be  declared  as  such  in  due  time  by  the  executive  members  of 
the  Committee,  less  receiving,  storing  and  delivery  costs  set 
by  the  Committee  members*  1'Hion  delivery  is  made  to  warehouses 
not  located  in  exporting  centers,  there  shall  be  deducted 
transportation  and  tax  costs  from  the  above  prices  which  could 
be  incurred  in  delivering  to  the  nearest  exporting  center.  If 
the  fruit  should  not  be  sound,  clean  and  dry,  or  should  there 
be  culls,  there  shall  be  a  reduction  in  price  according  to 
reduced  value, 

Tf'Jhen  fruit  is  delivered  from  January  1  to  March  31,  there  shall 
be  a  reduction  in  price  of  0.50  pesetas  per  kilogram,  and  vahen 
delivery  takes  place  between  April  1  and  July  31,  this  reduction 
shall  be  0*75  pesetas  per  kilogram*  These  reductions  are  for 
shelled  fruits  or  the  unshelled  equivalent* 

5*  For  proper  control  of  stocks  by  the  Committee  for  Trade  in 
/Jmonds  cjid  Filberts,  wholesalers,  shellers  and  exporters  are 
obliged  to  submit, to  the  local  or  provincial  Delegation  of 
Provisions  of  the  mtmicipal  district  in  which  the  nuts  are 
stored,  a  statement,  in  triplicate,  of  stock  movements  within 
period  established  by  the  Committee*  The  interested  party  shall 


I 


receive  the  3  copies  of  this  statement  once  they-  have  been 
sealed  by  the  respective  Delegation  of  Pro\dsions.  One  copy 
will  then  be  sent  direct  to  the  Provincial  Delegation  of 
Provisions,  and  the  third  copy  will  be  retained  for  the  firm’s 
files* 

Wholesalers,  shellers  and  exporters  shall  necessarily  keep  an 
up-to-date  accounting  of  receipts  and  deliveries  of  almonds 
and  filberts*  These  books  shall  be  made  available  at  all  times 
for  inspections  which  may  be  ordered  by  the  executive  members 
of  the  Committee  and  by  appropriate  official  Entities* 

The  distribution  within  the  national  territory  of  almonds  and 
filberts  and  of  culls  is  suubject  to  the  following: 

a*  For  merchandise  originating  from  the  producer  there  is 
required  a.  permit  (” conduce” ) ,  provided  transportation 
takes  place  within  the  province  and  thaiJ  use  is  not  made 
of  railway  or  marine  transportation,  in  which  case  a 
distribution  permit  or  license  (gufa  unioa  de  circulacion) 
is  required* 

Conduce  may  also  be  used  for  the  transfer  of  products 
betv/een  wholesalers  in  cases  and  under  the  conditions 
established  by  the  Committee* 

Blanks  for  “conduces”  shall  be  supplied  by  the  Committee 
to  authorized  buyers  who  request  them,  through  the 
Provincial  Delegations  of  Provisions,  and  shall  be  processed 
by  the  buyers  for  each  purchase  made*  The  visa  of  the 
local  Delegation  of  Provisions  at  the  point  of  origin  of 
the  products  transported,  must  appear  on  the  “conduce” 
for  it  to  be  valid*  - 

b*  In  all  other  cases,  the  ”gufa  unica  dp  circulacion”  issued 
by  the  respective  Provincial  Delegation  of  Provisions, 
shall  be  rqquired* 

For  the  purpose  of  covering  the  expenses  originating  from  the 
operation  of  the  Committee  for  Trade  in  /Jmonds  and  Filberts, 
according  to  an  approved  budget  as  an  autonomous  official 
Entity,  a  royalty  of  0*15  pesetas  per  kilogram  of  fruit  shelled, 
or  its  equivalent  unshelled,  established  by  Joint  Order  of 
these  Ministries  promulgated  under  date  of  March  30,  1949 
shall  be  paid*  * 

For  the  better  development  of  plans  for  exportation,  the 
initiative  and  execution  of  which  are  fundamental  functions 
of  the  Comittee,  a  previous  report  from  the  latter  shall  be 
required  in  the  case  of  all  export  license  applications 
submitted  to  the  Direction  General  of  Trade  and  Customs  Policy. 
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10*  The  provisions  of  the  present  Order  £.nd  those  that  in 

compliance  thereof  may  be  issued  by  the  Committee,  shall  be 
supervised,  as  regards  their  execution,  by  the  Committee 
itself  and  by  all  competent  authorities,  and  those  violating 
them  shall  be  punished  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  in 
the  regulations  in  effect# 

The  executive  members  of  the  Committee  are  authorized,  by 
delegation  of  the  General  Commissariat  of  Provisions,  to 
carry  out  the  application  of  the  measures  contained  in  the 
joint  Decree  of  the  Ministries  of  Industry  and  Commerce,  and 
of  Agriculture,  dated  May  7,  1948  (Official  Bulletin  of  the 
State  No.*  164).* 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  whole  industry  is 
faced  with  a  difficult  control  and  that  it  will  be  some  time 
before  the  matter  is  clarified*  A  number  of  exporters  are 
wondering  if  it  will  be  possible  to  effect  exports  this 
season*  The  domestic  candy  industry  is  expected  to  consume 
more  almonds*  The  use  of  almonds  for  oil  has  about  come  to 
an  end  because  of  the  availability  of  olive  and  other  oils* 

t 

(This  estimate  of  almond  production  is  based  in  part  upon  a  first  hand 
study  conducted  by  W*  R*  Schreiber,  /igricultural  Economist,  under  the 
Research  and  Marketing  Act  Program,  U*  S*  Department  of  /agriculture* 

It  also  is  based  in  part  upon  U«  S.  Foreign  Service  reports* 


UNITED  STATES:  Imports  for  consumption  of  shelled 
and  unshelled  almonds 


(Crop  year,  September-August) 


Year 

French 

Morocco 

• 

# 

Italy  : Portugal 

; 

_  ,  '  Other 

'countries 

; 

Total 

:  Short  ;  Short  :  Short 

;  tons  ;  tons  ;  tons 

:  ;  : 

Short  t  Short  ;  Short 

tons  ;  tons  :  tons 

•  <• 

«  • 

SHELLED 


Average:  :  :  : 

1939-40/1948-49  :  16  :  1,257  s 

1944-45/1948-49  :  21  :  2,422  : 

•  •  • 

Annual;  :  ;  ; 

1943— 44  •••••••••••*  0;  0: 

1944— 45  •••••••••••  :  15  :  0  : 

1945— 46  .  :  28  :  1,508  : 

1946— 47  .  :  34  :  2,054  : 

1947— 48  .  ;  27  :  4,179  : 

1948— 49  •••••••••••  :  0:  4, 370  : 

1949— 50  ••••••••  ;  19  :  635  • 

:  t  : 

Average;  ;  ;  ; 

1939-40/1948-49  ;  0  ;  2  ; 

1944-45/1948-49  ..  s  0  ;  3  : 

Annual;  ;  ;  .  ; 

1943- 44 .  :  0  ;  0  ; 

1944- 45  •••••••»•••;  0;  0; 

1945- 46  .  ;  0  ;  0  ; 

1946- 47 .  ;  O':  6  ; 

1947- 48  .  :  0  :  9  : 

1948- 49 .  :  0  ;  2  ; 

1949- 50  1/ . ;  0:2/  : 

:  :  ; 


517 

2,578 

175 

4,543 

479 

3,642 

51 

6,615 

1,271 

6,930 

53 

8,254 

1,218 

8,061 

31 

9,325 

688 

7,140 

73 

9,437 

187 

950 

76 

3,301 

98 

1,805 

26 

6,135 

206 

255 

47 

4,878 

10  ;  1 

« 

UNSHELLED 

H 

665 

3 

100 

1 

106 

2 

116 

3 

124 

14 

425 

0 

439 

11 

170 

0 

181 

0 

263 

5 

268 

0 

145 

6 

157 

0 

0 

2/ 

9 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

2/ 

; 

2/ 

11  months,  September  through  July. 
2/  Less  than  one-half  ton. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census# 
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FOREIGN  MRKET  NOTES  —  YfALNUTS 
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By  YT.  R.  Schreiber 
Marketing  Specialist 


DEQ  14 

MEDITERRANEAN  BASIN  WALNUT  PRODUCTION  SA^.®  AS  LAST'''YEAR,  S'/iLl!.. 


The  1950  preliminary  estimate  of  walnut  production  in  the  leading 
commercial  producing  countries  of  the  Mediterraen  Basin  is  ^5,9  s  or 
tons,  unshelled  basis,  or  about  the  same  as  last 

above  the  49,900  tons  in  1948.  The  estimate  exceeds  the  10  year  ^ ^939  48) 
average  of  55,700  tons  by  18  percent  and  the  5-year  (1.44-48)  average  of 
47  700  tons  by  38  percent.  The  estimates  for  France  and  Turkey  were  some¬ 
what  higher  than  last  season,  while  the  Balkan  countries  and  Italy  were 

below. 

Growing  conditions  throughout  the  Mediterranean  Basin  were  somewhat 
spotted  this  season.  In  the  Balkans  and  Italy  they  were  not  satisfactory, 
while  in  the  Grenoble  district  of  France  they  were  very  good,  lurkey  also 
reported  good  conditions.  In  Italy  this  year’s  crop  followed  a  record  one 
and  a  smaller  harvest  was  to  be  expected.  The  preliminary  estimate  for 
the  United  States  is  a  little  below  the  10-year  average  and  follows  a  re 
cord  large  crop  in  1949.  The  quality  of  the  Italian  walnuts  is  not  good 
this  year  while  that  of  the  other  countries  is  about  average. 

The  1949-50  marketing  season  came  to  a  close  with  a  l,600-ton,  un¬ 
shelled  basis,  carry-over  in  Italy.  The  other  countries,  for  all  prac  i 
cal  purposes,  had  disposed  of  their  1949  harvest.  The  official  export 
statistics  for  exports  for  these  countries  are  not  available  but  ^^e  vo 
ume  of  exports  during  the  season  is  believed  to  have  exceeded  tha 
previous  one  by  a  good  margin. 


l/  This  estimate  of  Mediterranean  Basin  walnut  production  is  based  in 
part  upon  studies  conducted  by  Walter  R.  Schreiber,  ^farketing 
Specialist,  under  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act  program,  U.  b. 
Department  of  Agriculture.  It  also  is  based  in  part  upon  1.  S. 
Foreign  Service  reports . 


WALNUTSj  unshelled:  Estimated  commercial  production  in 
specified  countries,  1950  with  comparisons 


(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

Balkan  : 

coun-  ;  France 
tries  : 

Italy 

Turkey 

1/ 

Foreign 

total 

United  |  World 
States  1  total 

Short  :  Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short  :  Short 

Average 

tons  :  tons 

• 

• 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons  :  • tons 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1939-i;8 

13,700  :  22,000 

13,300 

6,700 

55,700 

65,900:  121,600 

19hU-U8 

Annual 

10,200  :  18,000 

• 

• 

• 

ll:,600 

U,900 

U7,700 

70,100:  117,800 

19hh 

10,100  :  22,000 

13,800 

5,500 

5i,Uoo 

71,800:  123,200 

19ii5 

9,800  i  12,100 

16,500 

2,000 

U0,i400 

70,900:  111,300 

19U6 

10,200  :  10,700 

13, 200 

5,000 

39,100 

71,900:  111,000 

19U7 

9,700  :  32,000 

1U,000 

2,200 

57,900 

6U,600:  122,500 

19U8 

11,1:00  :  13,100 

15,U00 

10,000 

U9,900 

71,100:  121,000 

19h9  2/ 

13,000  :  13,300 

27,500 

12,000 

65,800 

3/  88,100:3/  153,900 

1950  ?/ 

8,800  ;  21,500 

• 

• 

20,600 

15,000 

65,900 

63,000:“  128,900 

• 

• 

1/  Exportable  surplus  only  -  not  total  production 
2/  Preliminary 


3/  Revised 

Office  of  Foreign  Agriculutral  Relations,  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture.  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics 
of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  U.  3.  foreign  service  officers, 
results  of  office  research  or  other  information. 
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The  IJr^ited  States  imports  of  shelled  walnrts  during  the  1949-50 
season  totaled  short  tons,  the  largest  tonnage  in  many  years.  The 

194S-49  imports  were  1,307  tons  and  the  5-year  (1945-49)  average  is  only 
504  tons.  The  very  heavy  imports  during  1949-50  were  the  result  of  China’s 
selling  2,223  tons  at  very  low  prices.  China  had  been  exporting  an  average 
of  14  tons  to  the  United  £>tates  during  1945-49.  The  heaw  influx  of  low- 
price  Chinese  walnuts  forced  the  United  ‘States  prices  doHiFn  &fid  upset  the 
market.  Imports  from  Fr-uice  were  185  tons  compared  -with  an  8-ton  average 
and  32  tons  the  previous  year.  Imports  from  all  other  co^intries  were  below 
that  of  the  previous  year.  United  States  exports  of  shelled  walnuts  were 
down  to  28  tons  compared  v:ith  185  tons  the  previous  year.  The  United  States 
exports  of  unshelled  walnuts  were  up,  totaling  1,697  tons  compared  with 
1,144  tons  the  previous  season  and  2,083  average. 

The  I95O-5I  marketing  season  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin  as  a  whole 
has  begun  rather  sloivly  for  a  number  of  reasons.  The  British  and  Cerman 
buyers  virere  slovr  in  starting  their  purchases,  although  in  France  sales  to 
German  importers  are  now  reported  to  be  very  active.  The  British  importers 
were  hestitant  to  begin  importing  in  view  of  their  unfortunate  exi^erience 
with  Italian  and  Turkish  nuts  last  season.  In  Italy  the  market  has  been 
handicapped  by  the  uncertainty  of  the  G-rm.an  import  regulations.  In  Turkey 
the  Trade  reports  little  inquiry  has  been  had  so  far  from  foreign  buyers. 

The  present  uncertain  political  situation  in  the  world  at  this  time  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  slow  start.  French  exporters  feel 
they  will  have  a  good  export  season  even  though  it  started  slowly. 

France;  The  1950  preliminary  estimate  of  walnut  production  in  Frnace 
is  21,500  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  with  13,300  tons  in  1949 
and  13,100  tons  in  1948.  The  estimate  is  2  percent  below  the  10-year 
(1939-48)  average  of  22,000  tons  but  19  percent  above  the  5-year  (1944-48) 
average  of  18,000  tons.  In  the  tiordeaux  district  it  is  estimated  this  year’s 
harvest  totaled  about  12,700  short  tons  compared  with  11,000  tons  last  year. 
In  the  Bordeaux  district  it  is  estimated  that  the  crop  of  Comes  totaled 
about  3,100  short  tons;  Marbots,  about  2,900  tons;  other  table  varieties, 
1,100  tons  and  the  balance  consisted  of  shelling  varieties.  The  1950  crop 
in  Grenoble  was  back  to  normal  vdth  an  estimated  8,800  short  tons  compared 
with  2,300  tons  last  year. 

Growing  conditions  in  the  Bordeaux  district  were  rather  unsatisfactory, 
although  the  harvest  was  slightly  larger  than  a  year  ago.  In  some  parts  of 
the  district  frost  damage  was  reported  while  in  others  heavy  rains  and  hail¬ 
storms  caused  some  loss.  The  fiscal  check  data  v^hich  will  not  be  available 
until  next  year,  will  show  what  the  damage  actually’ was  in  the  various  varie¬ 
ties.  It  is  reported  that  the  nuts  are  running  to  larger  sizes  than  a  year 
ago  are  of  good  quality.  In  the  '^renoble  district  growing  conditions 
7\iere  generally  good,  with  a  relatively  dry  summer. 

The  1949  harvest  was,  for  all  practical  purposes,  completely  sold  be¬ 
fore  new-harvest  nuts  came  to  market.  There  were  about  300  tons  of  unshelled 
and  30  tons  of  shelled  nuts  in  the  Bordeaux  district  which  had  been  sold 
but  not  yet  delivered.  A  few  in  the  Grenoble  district  also  were  sold  but  not 
shipped.  Official  export  statistics  on  a  crop  year  basis  are  not  available; 
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however,  it  is  estimated  that  about  8,000  short  tons  unshelled  and  about 
600  tons  of  shelled  v-.'ere  exported  during  the  1949-50  seaso- .  The  United 
Kingdom,  Germany,  ‘^Afitzerland  and  Belgium  were  the  principal  buyers  of 
French  unshelled  wa  1-nut s .  The  United  Kingdom,  United  States,  Germany  and 
Canada  were  the  principal  buyers  of  shelled  nuts.  According  to  customs 
at  Bordeaux  the  United  States  was  the  destination  for  44  tons  of  shelled 
walnuts  during  the  first  h.alf  of  1950. 

The  1950-51  marketing  season,  according  to  the  Trade,  ' will  be  good 
for  exports  but  poor  for  domestic  sales.  The  prices  currently  asked  are 
said  to  be  too  high  for  sales  in  the  domestic  market.  Some  Trade  members 
estimate  that  80  percent  of  this  year's  harvest  will  be  sold  for  export. 

The  United  Kingdom  and  Germany  are  expected  again  to  be  the  best  markets 
for  unshelled  and  the  United  ^tates,  Germany  and  England  for  the  shelled 
nuts.  The  German  importers  are  reported  active  at  this  time  in  the  French 
m-rket. 

At  the  end  of  September  it  was  reported  that  exporters  in  the  Bordeaux 
region  vfcre  quoting  f.o.b.,  Bordeaux  per  220  pounds  for  unshelled  as  follows: 
Comes  extra  27mm  and  up^  about  545;  Marbots  extra  29mm  and  up  about  *49. 
Quotations  for  shelled, same  conditions,  were ;  Bordeaux  extra  halves  *130 
prompt  shipment;  $120  for  March  1951  shipment;  Invalides  $100  and  Arlequin 
prompt  shipment  and  $90  for  March  shipment. 

In  the  Grenoble  district  some  880  short  tons  of  nuts  had  already  beon 
sold  by  October  1,  at  prices  about  as  follows:  $47  per  220  pounds 
"Grenobles”  bleached,  graded,  28mm  and  over,  delivered  German  frontier. 
United  '^tates  importers  are  reported  to  have  contracted  for  55  short  tons 
of  Chabert  halves  (shelled.)  for  December  dc. livery  at  prices  ranging  from 
$110  to  $120  c.f.,  per  220  pounds.  Grenoble  exrorters  report  a  good  volume 
of  inquiries  from  Gt^rmany,  SW'itzerland  and  'Sweden  for  both  shelled  and 
unshelled  nuts.  They  do  not  anticipate  sales  of  unshelled  nuts  to  the 
United  states,  but  are  hopeful  of  further  sales  of  shelled. 

It'gly:  The  1950  preliminary  estimate  of  walnut  production  in  the 
Naples —  Sorrento  district  of  Italy  is  20,600  short  tons,  unshelled  basis, 
compared  with  27,500  tons  in  1949  and  15,400  tons  in  1948.  The  estimate 
exceeds  the  10-year  (1939-48)  average  of  13,300  tons  by  55  percent  and  the 
5-year  (1944-48)  average  of  14,600  tons  by  41  percent. 

The  1950  crop  followed  a  record  high  in  1949  and  could  be  expected 
to  be  smaller.  In  addition  the  summer  wras  exceptionally  dr3’'  which  appears 
to  have  caused  considerable  dama.ge  to  tr^  es  and  fruit  alike.  It  is  re¬ 
ported  that  the  quality  is  vi-ry  poor  and  the  color  of  kernels  bad.  The 
color  is  such  that  some  exporters  believe  very  little  business  will  be 
done  with  the  United  States  this  season. 

The  1949-50  season  closed  wdth  an  estimated  1,600  short  tons  of  un¬ 
shelled  nuts  still  on  hand.  Official  export  statistics  covering  the  sea¬ 
son  are  not  available  at  this  time.;  how^ever  it  is  known  that  the  volume 
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was  la^’ge  with  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Germany  being  the  nrincip.al  export 
markets. 

i 

The  I95O— 51  export  season  started  wi.th  a,  consider'''ble  amount  of  un¬ 
certainty  because  of  the  confusion  as  to  what  Germany  might  do.  The  United 
Kingdom  and  brazil  did  not  show  any  interest  as  the  market  opened.  United 
States  importers  made  very  few  inquiries  and  for  very  minor  quantities. 

On  July  12 j  it  was  reported  that  German  importers  could  import  Italian 
walnuts  without  quantitative  restrictions  as  long  as  they  complied  with 
other  regulations.  The  next  develooment  came  on  October' 1?,  when  it  was 
announced  that  German  importers  must  have  m.ade  provisions  to  pay  for  vj’al- 
nuts  purchased  in  Italy  beiore  Octo ';er  14^  as  after  that  date  no  more  ex¬ 
change  would  be  issued  until  further  notice.  A  few  days  later  on  October  I6, 
this  order  was  amended  stating  that  German  importers  must  deposit  50  percent 
of  the  value  of  the  merchandise  at  the  time  imnort  licenses  were  recuested. 
The  German  authorities  suspended  all  import  licenses  issued  prior  to  October 
16,  which  had  not  yet  been  filled  in  order  to  curb  excessive  speculation. 

Ry  October  20,  prices  being  quoted  f.o.b.,  Naples,  for  unshelled  per 
220  pounds,  were  Irom  $41.60  to  $44.80,  which  is  an  increase  over  the  origi¬ 
nal  opening  prices.  Shelled  walnuts,  same  basis,  grading  65  percent  light 
halves  and  pieces  and  35  percent  amber  halves  and  nieces,  were  $90.  It"' 
is  believed  that  shelled  prices  have  since  been  increased.  The ’ market  is 
still  m.oving  slowly  and  is  likely  to  remain  so  until  the  United  Kingdom 
enters  the  market  and  the  Gerrman  situation  straightens  out. 

,  Turkey";  ^'he  1950  preliminary  estimate  of  vralnut  production  in  Turkev 
(expoULajit;  surplus  only)  is  15,000  short  tons  compared  with  12,000  tons 
in  1949  and^ 10,000  tons  in  1948.  The  estimate  exceeds  the  10-year  (1939-48) 
average  of  6,700  tons  by  124  percent  and  the  5-year  (1944-48)  average  of 
4, GOG  tons  by  206  percent.  Ihe  present  estimate  of  exportable  surplus, 
if  it  materializes,  will  be  one  of  the  largest  on  record. 

The  production  of  walnuts  in  Turkey  is  scattered  over  a  wide  area  and 
not  concentrated  in  large  blocks  in  any  place.  The  total  production  of  the 
country  is  difficult  to  estimate,  -^he  grower  nr  y  have  from  a  few  to  as 
many  as  100  trebs.'  He  keeps  what  his  family  needs  and  sells  the  balance. 

If  the  market  is  good  he  sells  more;  if  bad,  his  family  consumes  more. 

The  estimates  of  production  for  this  country  are  for  what  probably  will 
be  available  if  a  market  at  a  satisfactory  price  can  be  found.  This 
sit\iation  makes  it  difficult  to  evaluate  the  crop. 

The  1949-50  season  closed  vath  some  6OO  short  tons  of,  unshelled  nuts 
still  available  in  hands  of  local  retailers  and  merchants.  These  will  be 
sold  in  the  domestic  market.  During  the  export  season  from  October  to 
the  end  of  April  1950,  exports  of  shelled  nuts  totaled  370  short  tons,  of 
which  the  United  Gtates  v/as  shown  as  the  destination  for  6l  tons;  Canada, 

91  tons;  Cuba,  46  tons  and  Syria,  39  tons.  The  unshelled  exports  for  the 
Stye  period  totaled  3,300  short  tons  of  v^hich  2,314  tons  went  to  the  United 
Kingdom;  218  tons,  to  Germany  and  211  tons,  to  Iraq. 
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There  were  no  exports  of  unshelled  walnuts  to  the  United  'States.  Although 
the  Turkish  Government  is  trying  to  put  a  stop  to  tripartite  deals,  it  is 
known  that  they  continue. 

The  1950-51  marketing  season  had  not  opened  in  volume  by  October  and 
inquiries  from  abroad  have  been  rather  on  the  scarce  side  so  far  this  sea¬ 
son.'  The  British  buyers  have  been  absent  due,  it  is  presumed,  to  their  un¬ 
fortunate  experience  last  season  when  an  estimated  30  percent  of  the  nuts 
spoiled  because  of  rains  during  the  drying  season.  The  British  importers 
have  a  freer  hand  in  purchasing  nuts  abroad  this  year,'  and  are  expected  to 
take  full  advantage  of  this  fact  by  buying  other  nuts  and  in  other  markets. 
The  Turkish  Government  is  still  working  on  the  tripartite  deals  with  a  view 
of  putting  them  out  of  business.  The  method  of  packing  and  standards  will 
probably  remain  the  same  as  in  previous  years  although  studies  are  going 
forward  to  improve  them.  'The  in'terest  shown  by  German  buyers  in  France  and 
Italy  leads  some  exporters  to  believe  that  few  walnuts,  if  any,  will  be  sold 
to  that  coiintry  this  year. 


UNITED  STATES:  Imports  and  exports  of  walnuts 
(Crop  year,  September- August) 
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VJORLD  1950  FILBERT  PRODUCTION  ESTNIA-IE  LO^’IER 


'Thc;  1950  preliminary  ostimato  for  filbert  production  in  Italy, 

Spain,  Turkey  and  the  United  States,  the  leading  commercial  producing 
countriors,  is  89,620  short  tons,  unshellod  basis,  (revised)  compared  to 
159,340  tons  in  1949  and  102,340  tons  in  194^.  The  esti.mato  is  about 
15  percent  belov;  the  10-yoar  (1939-48)  average  of  105,770  tons  and  21 
percent  bclovj  the  5-yQar  (1944-48)  average  of  113,910  tons.  It  is  the 
smallest  estimate  since  1945  and  follovjs  the  second  largest  world  pro¬ 
duction  -on  record.  The  present  estimate  shovjs  a  decrease  for  Spain  and 
Turkey  but  an  increase  for  Italy  over  the  ostimato  of  September  4*  The 
United  States  estimate  is  up  slightly  from  the  previous  report. 

The  1950  harvest  in  Turkq^;"  v^as  tiio  poorest  in  many  years  and  was 
not  altogethep  unc2;pocted  since  it  followed  the  largest  harvest  on  record. 
The  Italian  harvest)  exceeded  expectations  and  was  one  of  the  largest  in 
recent  years,  ^  The  .Spanish  crop  vjas  severely  dams'. god  by  vjeather.  The 
United  States  crop  also  suffered  V'/oa’thor  daiiiage  and  was  only  about  half 
that  of  .last  year,  .  The  stocks  of  filberts  remaining  on  hand  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean  Basin  on  January  1,  .1951  from  the  1950  harvest  arc  estimated 
to  total  about  32,900  short  tons,  unshelled  basis.  Or  39  percent  of  the 
1950  harvest,  ’  '  v 

The  I95O-5I  export  season  abroad  has  boon '  somewh^^t  different  than 
during  normal  years,  largely  because  of  the  very  poor  crop  in  Turkey, 

The  prices  of 'Turkish  filberts  rose  rapidly  vh6n  it  became  apparent  the.. 
Iiarvcst  vjould  be  small.  Foreign  buyers- turned  their  atte-ntion..  to.  Italy 
and,  to  som.0  extent,  to  Spain  where  prices  appeared  som.owhat  more  attrac¬ 
tive,  European  buyers  became  m.oro  active  and  bought  heavily  as  the  world 
political  situation  deteriorated,  Italy  enjoyed  an  almost  unprecedentedly 
good  export  trade  in  filberts,  having  exported  in  the  first  4  months  almost 
twice  a-B  much  as  in  the  entire  previous  year.  The  Turkish  exporters  did 
not  doso  well  as  they  almost  priced  themselves  out  of  the  market.  Official 
export  statistics  for  the  3  foreign  countries  arc  not  available  for  the 
period,  Hov/cver,  it  appears  soj.io  48,000  short  tons  of  filberts,  unshellcd 
basis,  have  moved  into  export  channels  or  about  57  percent  of  the  foreign 
harve  st , 


The  export  outlook  for  the  remainder  of  the  season  is  so.mcwhat  ob¬ 
scured  by  the  uncertain  vjorld  situation.  The  Italian  exporters  are 
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Filberts,  unshelled;  Estimated  production  in  specified  countries, 

1950  with  comparisons 

(Foreign  production  rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 
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194:8 

26,400 
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159,340 
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89,620 

» 

ft 
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l/  Preliminary. 

2/  Revised. 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of 
official  statistics  of foreign  governments,  reports  of  United  States  Foreign  Service 
officers,  results  of  office  research  and  other  information. 
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optimistic  and  hope  to  bo  able  to  sell  all  remaining  stocks  by  April. 

In  Sp'^in  and  Turkey  there  is  some  doubt  as  to  ability  to  dispose  of  the 
present  stocks  before  new-crop  nuts  arrive  this  fall. 

United  States  imports  during  the  first  3  months  of  the  season 
totalled  574  tons  of  shelled  nuts  mostly  from  Turkey  and  Italy,  The 
Turkish  nuts  in  some  instances  came  by  wa.y  of  a  third  country.  It  is 
renortod  some  unshollcd  Itali'^n  Giffoni  are  now  on  the  way  to  the  United 
States.  Total  United  States  imports  of  filberts  this  season  probably 
will  be  below  last  year. 

Italy;  The  1950  preliminary  estimate  of  filbert _ production  in 
It alyTs"  42,900  short  tons,  unshollcd  basis,  (revised)  compared  with 
32,700  tons  in  1949  ^nd  26,400  tons  in  1948.  The  tstimr.tc  exceeds  the 
10-ycar  (1939-48)  average  of  20,800  tons  by  I06  percent  and  the  5-yG^-r 
(1944-48)  average  of  24,200  tons  by  77  percent.  The  preliminary  estimate 
for  the  Naplos-Avollino  district  is  33,000  tons  compared  with  24,200  tons 
in  1949  -nd  16,500  tons  in  1948.  In  Sicily  it  is  estimated  9,900  tons 
v;erc  harvested,  compared  with  8,500  tons  in  1949  and  9,900  tons  in  1948. 
The  1950  harvest  turned  out  to  be  much  larger  than  expected  and  vjas  one 
of  the  largest  on  record. 

It  is  estirnted  that  on  J'^nuary  1,  1951  not  more  than  10,000  short 
tons,  unshollod  basis,  from  the  1950  crop  r..m".incd  in  all  of  Italy,  In 
the  Naplos-Avollino  district  it  is  estimated  that  about  6,800  tons  remain 
and  the  balance  are  in  Sicily,  The  carry-over  from  the  1949  harvest  has 
been  disposed  of  for  all  practical  purposes  and  current  shipments  arc 
entirely  1950  crop. 

The  1950~51  c^nort  season  has  boon  very  active,  though  a  little 
confused  at  the  start.  The  short  crops  in  Turkey,  Spain  and  the  United 
States  gave  Italy  the  dominant  position  in  the  international  trade. 

Prices  worked  higher  as  the  season  a.dvancod  and  much  of  the  growers’ 
reluctance  to  sell  was  overcome.  The  officia.1  export  statistics  for  the 
SC"' son  to  date  are  not  yet  available.  The  Trade  in  Naples  states  th''t 
exports  were  made  to  the  following  countries,  listed  in  order  of  their 
tonnages:  Germany,  Franco,  Svjitzcrland ,  Belgium  and  the  United  Kingdom, 
The  United  States  v/as  more  active  in  the  Italian  market  this  season  and 
purchased  prim'^nily  shelled  Giffoni,  Exports  of  unshollcd  were  made 
principally  to  Germany,  the  United  Kingdom,  Franco,  Belgium  and  Sweden. 

On  the  basis  of  remaining  stocks  it  appears  some  32,000  tons,  unshollod 
basis,  must  have  been  oxuorted  by  January  1,  or  about  twice  as  many  as 
wore  exported  during  the  entire  1949-50  season. 


The  most  recent  f,o.b,,  Naples  prices  per  220  pounds  are  as  follows: 


Naples  Long  shelled  $119/122,00 

Naples  Round  shelled  $119/122 

Giffoni  shelled  $115/136 

Naples  Long  unshelled  $57/63 

Naples  Round  unshelled  $56/63 

l^iffoni  unshelled  $61/64 


These  prices  are  up  considerably  from  the  opening  early  last  fall.  The 
foreign  demand  continues  strong  and  exporters  are  very  optimistic.  They 
believe  that  all  remaining  stocks,  at  least  in  the  Naples  district,  y/ill 
be  sold  by  April  1,  V/hile  it  is  much  too  early  to  forecast  the  probable 
1951  filbert  crop,  grov/ors  and  exporters  feel  a  poor  crop  will  bo  harvested 
in  view  of  the  near-record  one  of  1950. 

Spain;  The  1950  preliminary  estimate  of  filbert  production  in  Spain 
is  revised  downvjard  to  17,600  short  tons  compared  with  16,500  tons  in 
1949  and  14,500  tons  in  1948,  The  estimate  represents  only  78  percent 
of  the  10-year  (1939-48)  average  of  22,600  tons  and  72  percent  of  the 
5-year  (1944-48)  average  of  24»300  tons. 

The  harvest  turned  out  considerably  belov;  the  forecast  and  was  a 
great  disappointment.  The  drought  mentioned  in  the  September  4  report 
turned  out  to  have  been  much  more  severe  than  originally  estimated.  In 
addition  to  the  heavy  loss  of  immature  nuts  from  this  source  Vory  heavy 
rains  during  harvest  caused  a  large  loss  duo  to  rotting.  It  ^as  reported 
the  rains  carried  a  large  number  of  filberts  down  to  the  seashore.  The 
adverse  weather  also  prevented  proper  sizing  of  the  nuts.  The  quality  of 
the  nuts  actually  harvested  is  not  up  to  average. 

The  midscason  estimate  of  stocks  remaining  from  the  1950  harvest  vary 
considerably.  Hov/ever,  in  view  of  the  small  exports  to  date,  about  14,000 
short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  probably  rem/iin  in  Spain,  mostly  in  the  hands 
of  growers.  There  are  no  1949-harvost  filberts  left. 

The  I95O-5I  export  season  to  date  has  been  rather  disappointing.  The 
official  export  figures  are  not  yet  available,  but  export  permits  v.'cre 
issued  for  239  short  tons  of  unshelled  and  24  tons  of  shelled  during  the 
first  4  months  of  the  season.  The  issuance  of  export  permits  does  not 
necessarily  mean  exports  for  the  tonnage  involved  v/ere  actually  made. 

The  unfortunate  part  about  this  year’s  market  is  that  although  a  poten¬ 
tially  good  foreign  demand  exists,  due  to  small  harvests  in  Turkey  and 
the  United  States,  Spanish  grovjers  have  been  reluctant  to  deliver  fil¬ 
berts  to  exporters  and,  this  in  turn  has  prevented  exporters  from  soiling 
large  quantities  abroad.  The  complicated  control  program  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  has  not  helped  the  situation.  The  uncertain  international  political 
situation  has  made  grovrers  more  anxious  than  ever  to  hold  filberts  in 
preference  to  pesetas. 


Tho  official  minimum  export  pricos  v'cro  fixed  b3^  the  Ministry  of 
Commerce  and  Industry  on  Nov-.mbor  18,  I950  and  were  bolovj  tho  World  Market 
price  at  that  time.  Recently  sales  have  boon  imide  to  tho  United  States 
and  tho  United  Kingdom  at  |115  for  220  pounds  of  shelled,  f.o.b,,  Spanish 
.ports.  The  official  price  was  $105.  There  have  also  been  some  sales  of 
unsholled  recently  but  the  pricos  paid  by  the  United  States  and  the  United 
Kingdom  buyers  haro  not  been  reported.  Exporters  are  not  permitted  to  re¬ 
tain  the  foreign  exchange  received  from  such  sales.  Soanish  exporters 
have  requested  that  the  Government  relax  its  controls  over  tho  filbert 
industry  and  state  that  unless  this  is  done  they  cannot  successfully  com¬ 
pote  with  foreign  filbert  shippers.  If  the  controls  are  not  relaxed  soon 
it  is  v^ry  probable  that  a  considerable  tonnage  of  tho  I950  harvest  will 
remain  unsold  this  fall. 

Turkey;  The  I95O  preliminary  ostim'te  of  filbert  production  in  Turkey 
is  revised  dovjnward  to  23,000  short  tons,  unsholled  basis,  compared  with 
99,000  tons  in  1949  cand  55,000  tons  in  1948.  The  estimate  is  only  4I  per¬ 
cent  of  tho  10-year  {1939-48)  average  of  56,400  tons  and  39  percent  of  the 
5-year  (1944-48)  average  of  58,300  tons.  It  is  the  sma.ll-,:  st^ crop  since 
1929  c 


The  unsatisfactory  growing  conditions  during  the  entire  season  and 
insect  dam-go  reduced  the  harvest  to  tho  smallest  in  years.  At  the  start 
of  the  season  grovmrs  anticipated  a  somewhat  larger  crop,  but  estimates 
vjore  lov/ered  as  the  season  advanced  and  more  damage  was  detected.  The 
quality  of  tho  nuts  harvested  in  I95O  is  said  to  bo  good,  Tho  size  of 
tho  kernels  is  larger  tlian  that  of  1949,  whichwasto  be  expected. 

The  stocks  remaining  unsold  at  tho  yearns  end  are  estimated  to  total 
about  8,900  short  tons  unsliolled  basis.  The  1,400  tons  of  the  1949  harvest 
estimated  on  hand  when  the  new  season  started  has  been,  for  all  practical 
purposes,  disposed  of  in  export  and  domestic  channels.  The  stocks  of 
shelled  nuts  remaining  on  January  1,  1951  are  said  to  bo  as  follows;  '  Order 
500  short  tons;  Trabzon  1,300  tons;  Girosuui  400‘tons;  Akcakoca  100  tons; 
and  tho  Cooperative  in  Istanbul  about  4OO  tons,  Tho  balance  of  tho  stocks 
arc  unsholled  and  in  the  hands  of  growers. 


The  1950-51  export  season  has  been  erratic  fromi  tho  start.  Tho  price 
of  shelled  filbv.rts  rose  steadily  fro.:  tho  opening  of  tho  season,  reaching 
a  peak  of  about  $130  per  220  pounds  f.o.b,,  Istanbul  on  September  29, 
Exporters  were  riding  a  wave  of  optimism  and  some  predicted  that  the  nrice 
would  reach  $145  by  the  year's  end.  About  this  time  foreign  buyers  lost 
interest  and  refused  to  buy,  prices  then  declined  in  Istanbul  to  $115  to 
$125  during  most  of  October  and  November.  The  largo  business  expected  v;ith 
Germany,  which  at  one  tir-io  it  was  estimated  vrould  take  nearly  the  entire 
harvest  proved  an  illusion.  The  Germans  at  first  v;ere  v;illing  to  pay 
$127.  c.i.f.,  Hamburg  but  later  refused  to  pay  moro  than  $118  to  $120, 


-  6  - 


The  business  vjith  the  United  Kingdom  likev/ise  follovjod  this  pattern. 

At  first  British  buyers  v/ere  vjilling  to  buy  at  $122  f.o.b.,  Istanbul  but 
as  the  season  advanced  refused  to  pay  more  than  $112,  The  United  States 
buyers  vrcre  reported  unv^illing  to  pay  more  than  $106  f,o,b.,  Istanbul  and 
as  a  result  very  little  direct  business  ras  done  v/ith  the  United  States. 

A  slight  increase  in  demand  for  the  December  trade  brought  prices  back 
to  an  average  of  $120  per  220  pounds  for  shelled  filberts  f.o.b.,  Istanbul, 
This  increase  lasted  for  only  a  short  time  and  at  present  they  are  back 
to  $112  to  $ll6.  There  has  been  so  little  demand  for  standard  quality 
{extra  large)  that  some  shippers  are  mixing  them  vjith  regulars  to  dispose 
of  them. 

The  official  export  statistics  for  the  1950-51  season  to  date  are  not 
yet  available,  but  it  is  estimated  the  equivalent  of  12,700  short  tons, 
unshelled  basis,  vjore  exported  to  the  end  of  December  1950,  September 
exports  v/erc  reported  to  have  totalled  the  equivalent  of  4} 370  short  tons, 
the  largest  month’s  exports  so  far  this  season,  Germany  vjas  the  principal 
destination  for  exports  follovied  by  the  United  Kingdom,  and  other  Uestem 
European  countries.  This  small  export  tonnage  may  be  compared  vjith  93j169 
tons,  unshelled  basis,  for  the  entire  1949-50  season.  In  the  1949-50  season 
40,788  short  tons  of  shelled  filberts  vjere  exported,  and  3 >435  tons  of  un- 
shelled. 

At  midseason  (January)  the  market  in  Istanbul  is  very  slow  and  dis¬ 
couraging.  Orders  that  have  been  received  are  for  relatively  small  lots, 
Germany  is  reported  to  bo  shovjing  little  interest  in  Turkish  filberts  and 
is  buying  in  Italy,  This  is  the  result  of  high  Turkish  prioos  and  shortage 
of  acceptable  exchange.  There  is  some  comment  in  Istanbul  that  the  Coopera¬ 
tive  is  seeking  permission  to  open  a  sales  office  in  Hamburg  to  promote  the 
sale  of  Turkish  filberts.  United  States  buyers,  it  is  reported  are  not 
buying  Turkish  kernels  direct  in  Turkey  but  are  finding  it  advantageous  to 
buy  through  a  third  country.  There  was  a  considerable  trade  in  this  manner 
through  the  Netherlands, 

There  have  been  a  number  of  legitimate  compensation  deals  vjhcreby  in 
the  end  Turkish  filberts  ultimately  arrive  in  the  United  States,  The 
Turkish  Government  is  not  pleased  vrith  the  results  of  the  filbert  trade  this 
season  as  there  appears  to  bo  a  considerable  loss  of  foreign  exchange  to  the 
Government,  This  riiay  result  in  some  drastic  changes  in  export  regulations 
in  the  season  ahead.  Exporters,  although  outT.'ardly  displaying  no  groat 
concern  over  the  balance  of  the  season,  are  beginning  to  v/ondor  vjhethor  re¬ 
maining  stocks  v;ill  bo  moved  out  entirely  before  ncw-crop  nuts  arrive  on  the 
market  this  fall. 


This  ostim£.te  of  filbert  production  in  Italy,  Spain,  Turkey,  and  the 
United  States  is  based  in  part  upon  studies  conducted  by  Walter  R,  Schreiber, 
Agricultural  Economist,  under  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act  .program,  U,S, 
Department  of  Agriculture,  It  also  is  based  in  part  upon  U.S.  Foreign 
Service  reports. 
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for  consumption, 


of  shelled  and 


unehelled  filberts 


(Crop  year,  September-Aug-ust) 


Year 


Italy 


Total 


j  :  :  Other  ; 

_ ,  Spain  Turkey  ,  countries t _ 

Short  tonsjShort  tons;Short  tonsiShort  tons;Short  tons 


Average: 

1939-40/1948-49 

1944-45/1948-49 


Annual t 

1944- 45 

1945- 46 

1946- 47 

1947- 48 

1948- 49 

1949- 50 

1950- 51 


1/ 


Average; 

1939-40/1948-49 

1944- 45/1948-49 

Annual • 

r^-^5 

1945- 46 

1946- 47 

1947- 48 

1948- 49 

1949- 50 

1950- 51 


•  •  •  •  e 


IL 


• : 


• } 


SHELLED 

69  : 

191 

1,966 

27  :  2,253 

79  I 

240  :  3,632 

45 

3,996 

• 

• 

• 

• 

< 

• 

0  ; 

1,191 

2,989 

0 

4,180 

178  ; 

6 

4,231 

180 

4,595 

133  ; 

1 

4,921 

5 

5,060 

39  ; 

0 

2,398 

11 

2,448 

43  : 

0 

3,623 

30 

3,696 

43  : 

37 

2,744 

45  ;  2,861 

297  : 

0 

472 

55  :  824 

TO' SHELLED 

280  ; 

31 

1 

0 

312 

402  ; 

• 

• 

61 

2 

0 

465 

• 

• 

0  : 

16 

0 

0 

16 

361  ; 

220 

8 

0 

589 

1,600  ; 

69 

0 

0 

1,669 

3  : 

0 

0 

0 

3 

44  : 

0 

0  t  0 

44 

24  ; 

0 

0 

0 

15 

0  : 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Compiled-  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census* 

W'^ITED  STATES;  Exports  of  filberts  for  consumption 


(Crop  year,  September-August) 


Year 

Mexico 

Cuba 

Argentina, 

Canada 

Other 

Total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Average; 

t 

1944-45/1948-49 

9 

133 

12 

69 

49 

272 

Annual ; 

2 

101  :  0  ;  120 

35 

258 

194:5^4£6  •••««•• 

3 

97 

0 

21 

28 

149 

1946—4 7  ••••••* 

12 

158 

52  I  45 

23 

290 

1947—48  «•**••• 

28 

145 

6 

155 

132 

466 

1948-49  . 

1 

162 

0 

;  4 

27 

194 

••••••« 

0 

188  :  0 

6 

41  :  235 

1950-51  2/  .... 

4 

262 

0 

26 

18  ;  310 

l/  Unclassified  as  to  shelled  and  unshelled.  Included  in  "other*^  nuts  'before*  19il^* 

2/  3  months,  September  through  November* 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census* 


FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 


OFFICE  OF  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  RELATIONS 
UNITED  STATES  DERARTJVIENT  OF  AG  RICULTUR  E 
WASHINGTON,  D.C. 


jTjj  2-51  '  January  22,  1951 

1950  FORSIffil  AUvIOiro  CROP  LARGEST  ON  RECORD 

The  1950  preliminary  estimate  of ‘shelled  almond  production  in  the 
loading  foreign  producing  countries  hfis  been  revised  upvJard  to  94>000 
short  tons  comp.  rod  xvith  60,300  tons  in  1949  54 j 000  tons  in  1948 « 

Tho  estimate  is '46  percent  above  the  lO-year  (1939-48)  average  of  64,300 
tons  and  36  percent  above  the  5-y^^r  ( 1944-48) ■ average  of  69,000  tons# 

The  crop  in  the  smaller  producing  areas  turned  out  about  as 
reported  in  September.  However,  the  Italian  harvest  exceeded  all  ex¬ 
pectations  and  is  tho  largest  on  record.  The  United  States  crop  is  now 
cstima.ted  to  iiaTc  totaled  only  36,600  short  tons  unshellcd  basis. 

Oh  January  1,  1951  it  v;as  estijmtod  that  unsold  stocks  in  the  foreign 
countries  totaled  30,600  short  tons,  shelled  basis,  or  about  33  percent 
of  the  1950  harvest  for  these  countries.  Italy  has  an  estimated  l6,600 
tons  and  Spain  9,200  tons,  mostly  still  in  grov/ers  hands.  Present  stocks, 
considering  the  record  production-,  are  relatively  light.  In  the  previous 
season,  with  a  much  small--r  harvest,  it  was  estimated  that  24,600  tons 
were  still  on  hand  'on  February  1,-  •  • 

.  '  The  1950-51  export  season  in-  the'  Mediterranean  Basin  co.untries  started 
amid  a  certain  -amount  of  _Gpnf usion ,  such  rs  rapidly  falling  prices  for 
future  shipment  in  Italy  at  midsummer;  complicated  export  regulations  in 
Spain  and  tho  disturbed  vjorld  situ-ation.  In  Italy,  tho  confusion  did  not 
last  long,  and  prices  and  exports  increased  rapidly  and  to  such  a  degree 
that  the  season  has  become  one  of  the  most  active  to  date  in  the  postvjar 
period.  Tho  export  season  in  Spaiii  was  a  little  slower  in  getting  under 
vjay  but  has  now  reached  a  good  stride.  Tho  official  ex'port  regulations 
in  that  country  were  finally  clarified  sufficiently  to  permit  exporters 
to  operate.  The  lifting  of  countervailing  duties  by  the  United  States  on 
Spanish  almonds  on  November  15  stimulated  the  trade  in  that  country# 

Official  expert  statistics  for  the  foreign  countries  are  not  yet 
available.  Hen'rever,  according  to  Trade  estimates  it  appears  that  about 
50,200  short  tons  of  shelled  almonds  had  been  exported  to  January  1,  1951 
or  about  53  percent  of "the  1950  harvest,  Italy  is  estimated  to  have 
exported  31,000  tons,  or  33  percent  of  the  total,  and  most  of  tho  balance 
vjas  from  Spain,  Tho  oxpoi'ts  to  February  1,  1950  in  the  precoeding  season 
for  all  6  countries  totaled  only  an  estimated  21,000  short  tons. 
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j-'JjHOT'^DS,  SWELLED;  Estimated  commercial  production  in  specified  countries, 

1950  with  comps ri sons 
(f^ounded  to  net  rest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

France 

Frenh 

liorocco 

Iran 

Italy 

Portugal 

Spain 

Foreign 

total 

United 

States 

unshelled 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

Average; 

i 

• 

1939-48  . 

700 

1 

2,200 

6,700 

28,300 

2 , 500 

23,900 

64,300 

23,300 

1944-48  . 

900 

2,200 

6,500 

34,200 

2,300 

22,900 

69,000 

30,400 

; 

Annual :  : 

ld^5  ••oc 

500 

5,300 

6,600 

50,600 

2,300 

26,400 

89  ,  700 

27,200 

1 946  • • « • 

700 

2,400 

7,700 

33,000 

3,700 

24,200 

71,700 

57,800 

1947  *... 

1,000 

1,200 

6,000 

46,200 

1,100 

22,000 

77,500 

29,200 

1  9^x  8  •  a  o  • 

1,100 

3,300 

7,000 

18,700 

2,900 

^l,000 

54,000 

34,000 

1949  \J  . 

300 

1,900 

7,700 

24,300 

4,200 

21,900 

60,300 

43,300 

1950  1/  . 

1,600 

3,900 

6,600 

^1,700 

2^/4,400 

2/^5,800 

o 

o 

o 

2/^6,600 

l/  Preliminary« 
Revised* 


Office  of  Foreign  Agricultiural  Relations*  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of 
official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  U*  S*  Foreign  Service 
officers,  results  of  office  research  end  other  :  nformation. 
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The  export  activity  this  sop  son  is  attributed  to  a  number  of  causes. 

The  short  filbert  harvest  in  Turkey  7jhich  in  turn  brought  prices  for  that 
nut  to  the  highv^st  level  in  years,  is  given  credit  for  some  of  the  demand 
for  almonds.  The  principal  f^'.ctor  in  the  export  movement  is  said  to  bo 
"scare  buying”  by  VJostern  European  countries. 

Prior  to  the  outbreak  of  mar  in  Korea  it  appeared  to  most  foreign 
exporters  that  this  would  be  a  year  of  lovj  prices  and  sme.ll  exports,  but 
this  was  completely  changed  ns  a  result  of  the  Korean  rrar.  Western 
European  buyers  apparently  decided  to  aepuire  substantial  stocks  for  foar 
they  would  bo  unable  to  do  so  later.  The  improving  economic  conditions 
in  most  of  the  countries  also  helped  the  almond  market. 

The  remainder  of  the  season  is  expected  by  most  foreign  cxport^.rs 
to  bo  about  as  active  as  the  first  part  of  it.  Optimism  seems  evident 
among  all  of  the  trade  v/ith  the  possiblv:.  exception  of  Iran.  The  most 
optimism  seems  to  be  in  Spain  where  inquiries  from  abroad,  including  the 
United  States,  seem  to  bo  coming  in  good  volume.  At  present,  exporters 
in  both  Italy  and  Spain  feel  that  v;ith  increased  purchases  by  the  United 
States  and  continued  heavy  demand  from  European  countries  all  remaining 
stocks  should  easily  be  sold  before  ncw-crop  nuts  arc  available  this  fall. 

Franco;  The  1950  preliminary  estimate  for  1950  French  shelled  almond 
production  romrh ns  unchanged  at  1,600  short  tons  comp‘''rod  with  3^*0  tons 
in  1949  and  1,100  tons  in  1948.  The  estimate  is  more  than  double  the 
10-ycar  average  (1939-43)  of  700  tons  and  exceeds  the  5-yoar  average 
(1944-48)  of  900  tons  by  78  percent.  The  1950  harvest  is  one  of  the  largest 
in  recent  years.  The  quality  of  tlie  1950  nuts  v;as  good  but  the  kernels 
were,  on  the  avorage ,  smallt^r  sized. 

On  January  1  remaining  stocks,  mostly  in  the  hands  of  growers,  were 
very  small.  It  is  difficult  to  arrive  at  a  definite  figure  in  view  of 
this  situation,  but  the  trade  feels  stocks  probably  do  not  exceed  200 
short  tons.  The  stoclcs  of  imported  Italian  almonds  are  also  reported  to 
be  very  small.  Importers  vjould  like  to  carry  larger  stocks  but  lack  the 
capital  to  do  so. 

Imports  this  season  to  date  hro  estim' t.^d  to  have  totaled  about 
5,000  short  tons,  of  which  65  percent  came  from  Italy,  There  were  some 
imports  from  Spain  and  Portugal  but  most  of  those  not  coming  from  Italy 
wore  from  Nortli  Africa.  The  bulk  of  txho  imports  ware  ma.de  during  Sep¬ 
tember  and  October.  In  August  1950  the  import  restrictions  on  Italian 
aliaonds  vj -re  rem-ovod  and  resulted  in  a  lioa\''y  flow  of  these  nuts  into  Franco, 
Italian  competition  in  the  French  m.arket  forced  the  French  Moroccan  ex¬ 
porters  to  seek  other  outlets,  Q,uota  restrictions  .are  still  in  effect 
on  Spanish  and  PortugucS'^  almonds,  but  the  quotas  exceed  the  actual  pur- 
ch'^ses.  It  is  believed  generally  that  the  balance  of  the  imports  will 
come  from  Italy,  There  v'-^re  exnorts  of  French  almonds  totaling  an  esti¬ 
mated  100  short  tons. 
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At  raid-Docoraber  vjholosalc  pricos  in  Marscillo  vioro:  Domestic  un- 
select  36  cents  per  pound;  Spanish  unsoloct  32  cents;  Italian  unselect 
38  cents  and  Moroccan  32  cents  per  pound.  It  is  reported  tiirt  the  Trade 
expects  to  dispose  of  all  remaining  stocks  both  demestic  and  foreign,  as 
■well  as  to  import  additional  Italian  nuts  before  now-crop  almonds  arc 
marketed  this  fall, 

French  Morocco;  The  1950  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond 
production  in  French  Morocco  remains  unchanged  at  3»900  shoi*t  tons  com¬ 
pared  with  1,900  tons  in  1949  ^nd  3,300  tons  in  1948,  The  estimate  is 
77  percent  higher  than  both  the  10-ycar  (1939-48)  and  5-yQar  (1944-48) 
averages  of  2,200  tons.  The  nuts  are  of  good  quality  and  size. 

On  January  1,  1951  it  was  estimated  that  not  m.oro  than  500  short  tons 
rema.ined  in  the  entire  country.  These  vjoro  mostly  in  hands  of  groi;;ers  who 
vjere  holding  for  higher  prices. 

The  I95O-5I  export  season  tonnage-vjiso  has  been  satisfactory  v;ith  an 
estimated  2,700  short  tons  exported  to  Ja.nuary  1,  Tho  price  has  been  less 
satisfactory,  Germany  v;as  tho  principal  buyer  during  the  period  v;ith 
somowhcit  over  1,200  tons.  The  United  Kingdom  was  the  second  largest  outlet 
with  about  800  tons  and  Franco  third  v7ith  700  tons,  Tho  competition  from 
Italian  .almonds  in  the  French  market  ma.de  it  necessary  for  tho  French 
Moroccan  exporters  to  seel:  outlets  olsevihero.  It  is  reported  Germany  paid 
the  equivalent  of  $67  to  ^70  per  220  pounds  f,o,b,,  Casablanca,  At  present 
exporters  are  quoting  about  $68  for  export  to  tho  United  States  and  report 
that  a  little  interest  is  being  displayed  by  United  States  importers.  Tho 
trade  feels  certain  that  tho  balance  of  the  1950  harvest  will  bo  sold  be¬ 
fore  now-crop  nuts  appear  on  the  market  this  fall, 

Iran ;  The  1950  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  production 
in  Iran  remains  unchanged  at  6,600  short  tons  comp'^.rod  with  7,700  tons 
in  1949  and  7,000  tons  in  1948.  Tho  ostima.to  is  slightly  bolcr;;  tho 
10-yoar  (1939-48)  average  of  6,700  tons  and  slightly  abovo  tho  5-yoar 
(1944-48)  average  of  6,500  tons, 

Tho  stocks  remaining  from  the  1950  harvest  on  January  1,  1951  are 
boliovod  to  total  about  2,200  short  tons. 

Export  statistics  are  not  available  for  the  1950-51  season  to  date, 
Hovjevor,  during  tho  first  month  of  the  season  817  short  tons  vjcrc  exported 
and  a  total  of  2,200  tons  are  estimated  to  have  been  exported  the  first 
4  months  of  the  season.  This  figure  includes  both  shelled  and  unsholled, 
Tho  hulk  of  these  exports  vjoro  to  Pakistan  and,  vjith  the  exception  of  4 
tons  to  Germany,  all  of  tho  balance  v/ero  to  the  Near  East  countries.  In- 
forim'.tion  on  the  season’s  exports  so  f'^.r  is  sketchy.  The  Iranian-Russian 
Trade  agreement  is  expected  to  result  in  a  good  volume  of  exports  to  the 
Soviet  Union.  Tho  Trade  hopes  to  soli  a  good  volume  to  Gormny,  especially 
if  tho  Gcrmn-Iranian  Trade  agreement  goes  into  effect. 


Italy:  Tho  1950  prolimin'ry  cstimto  of  shollod  almond  production 
in  Italy  is  51,700  short  tons  (revised)  comp" rod  viith  24,300  tons  in  1949 
and  18,700  tons  in  1948.  Tho  estim'to  exceeds  tho  10-year  avorago  (1939- 
48)  of  28,300  tons  by  83  porcont  ■".nd  tho  5-y‘^^-r  (1944-48)  av-.rage  of 
34,200  tons  by  51  porcont.  On  tho  basis  of  present  inf ormtion  the  1950 
harvest  rjas  the  largest  on  record  in  Italy.  Tho  previous  high  was  50,600 
tons  in  1945* 

In  the  Bari  district  the  h^^rvest  turned  out  to  be  much  better  than 
was  oven  optimistically  estirkated.  The  .hr^rvest  there  is  now  estimated 
•to  have  totelod  33,000  short  tons.  The  Sicilian  harvest  turned  out  to 
be  18,700  short  tons,  as  estimated  in  September.  Both  districts  report 
the  nuts  are  of  good  quality  and  that  there  was  an  ample  percentage  of 
small  "bar"  typo  nuts  to  fill  all  possible  foreign  dor.and. 

At  the  close  of  1950  it  was  estimated  that  stochs  remaining  from  tho 
1950  h-'rvest  totalled  about  l6,600  short  tons,  of  :.;hich  10,000  tons  are  in 
the  Bari  district  and  tho  balance  in  Sicily.  Tho  1949-crop  carry-over  was 
disposed  of  early  in  the  present  season.  The  bulk  of  the  present  stocks 
are  in  the  hands  of  growers. 

Tho  1950-51  export  season  after  a  confusing  start  became  probably 
tho  most  active  in  tho  postwar  period.  On  the  basis  of  official  and  trade 
statistics  it  appears  some  3^,000  short  tons  of  shelled  almonds  wore  ex¬ 
ported  from  September  1  to  Docembor  3I,  1950  which  appears  to  set  a  record. 
Tho  Bari  district  was  th^  principal  exporter  during  these  4  months.  Tho 
principal  destination  for  th^  exports  was  Germany  vjith  something  over 
10,000  tons.  Other  important  buyers  were  tho  United  Kingdom.,  Franco, 
Svmtzerland  a.nd  Sv\;odcn.  Tho  United  States  v/as  slovj  in  entv.-ring  tho  Italian 
market  but  has  since  incr^r,Sv.-d  its  purchases.  According  to  semiofficial 
Italian  statistics  907  tons  of  shelled  al.monds  were  shipoed  from  one 
Sicilian  port  to  the  United  States  during  November.  Sales  vovo  also  made 
to  many  oth^r  countries  in  Western  Europe,  N^ar  East  and  South  Aifierica. 

Tho  markt>t  in  both  tho  Bari  and  Sicilia.n  almond  districts  remained 
very  active  until  shortly  before  Cliristm.as.  The  almost  unprecedented 
export  business  is  attributed  to  tim  present  ’.jorld  political  situation. 
Europ j-a^n  and  other  buyers  b^ing  skeptical  of  the  situation  have  attempted 
to  lay  in  supnlies  no\;  for  fer.r  tiiey  vjill  bo  unable  to  obtain  them  later. 
Tho  short  supply  of  filberts  "nd  better  economic  conditions  in  consuming 
countries  arc  given  as  other  reasons  for  the  booming  business. 

The  market  remaii'.ed  firm  but  on  the  quiet  side  during  the  last  days 
of  1950  and  first  week  in  January.  Reports  received  recently  indicate 
tho.t  a  number  of  inquiries  have  boon  received  from  the  United  States  for 
nice  size  p"ircels  and  that  inquiries  have  also  boon  received  from  European 
countries  for  January/February  shipments  which  vjill,  if  completed,  .maintain 
a  high  level  of  exports.  At  present,  exporters  generally  are  v^ry  opti-. 
mistic  about  exports  for  the  b" lance  of  the  season.  There  are  a  few  who, 
as  usual,  are  a  little  doubtful  but  still  fool  most,  if  not  all,  of  the 
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prosont  stocks  yjill  bo  sold  beforo  novr-crop  nuts  bocoino  availnblo  this 
fall,  Tho  groYjv^rs  aro  the  unknovra  factor  since  thoy  arc  becoming  less 
interested  in  selling  in  view  of  a  probable  small.-r  1951  crop,  inflation 
and  tho  uncertain  political  situation  in  tho  vjorld.  They  fool  ttiat  it 
might  bo  to  their  advantage  to  hold  almonds  rather  than  currency, 

Portugal;  The  1950  preliminary  cstim'^.te  of  shelled  almiond  production 
in  Portugal  is  4>400  short  tons  (rovised)  compared  vjith  4j200  tons  in 

1949  and  2,900  tons  in  1948,  The  estimate  exceeds  tho  10-year  average 
(1939-48)  of  2,500  tons  by  76  percent  and  the  5-ycar  average  (1944-48)  of 
2,300  tons  by  91  percent.  It  is  one  of  the  largest  on  record.  The 
Algarve  district  produced  about  4>000  tons  and  tho  balance  were  in  Douro, 

On  Janu'^-ry  1,  1951  it  vjas  estimated  that  available,  stocks  from  the 

1950  harvL^st  totaled  about  1,900  short  tons.  Exports,  mostly  to  VJostern 
European  countries,  arc  estimated  to  have  totaled  2,200  short  tons.  Tho 
export  ma.rkot  has  been  v^ry  good  all  season  and  tho  Trade  hop’-^s  to  move 
the  entire  remaining  stock  before  nevj-crop  nuts  become  available.  While 
it  is  much  too  early  to  make  a  forecast  on  the  1951  crop,  most  grovjcrs  be¬ 
lieve  it  will  bo  poor  in  view  of  tho  very  large  crops  h'’.rvosted  in  1949 
and  1950. 

Spain;  Tho  1950  prelimmn-'ry  estirmto  of  shelled  almond  production 
in  Spain  is  25,800  short  tons  (revised)  compared  with  21,900  tons  in  1949 
and  21,000  tons  in  1948.  The  estimate  exceeds  the  10-yoar  (1939-48) 
av-..ragc  of  23,900  tons  by  8  pcrcont  and  the  5-ycar  (1944-48)  average  of 
22,900  tons  by  I3  percent.  The  Mollares  crop  (Tarragona’s)  is  now  estimated 
at  2,600  short  tons,  unshelled  basis.  The  present  estimates  for  shelled 
output  and  Moll'’,rcs  are  slightly  under  those  of  Soptomber  25,  1950. 

Tho  year  end  estimate  of  stocks  remaining  from  the  1950  harvest  is 
9,200  short  tons  of  which  2,200  tons  are  in  Malaga,  2,200  tons  in  Valencia, 
2,.600  tons  in  Reus  and  2,200  tons  in  Mallorca.  It  is  reported  almonds 
from  all  previous  crops  '^ro  gone. 

The  195O-5I  export  soason  got  off  to  a  slo\/7  start  because  of  confusion 
over  tho  now  export  program  v/hich  the  Spanish  Government  announced  August  5* 
The  situation  vjas  eventually  clarifired  somcvjhp’t  and  exports  started  again. 
The  Reus  district,  which  consists  of  tho  provinces  of  Tarragona,  Lcrida, 
Huosca,  Tcruel  and  Zarogosa,  v/as  given  the  right  to  export  35  percent  of 
tho  total  crop.  The  other  districts,  Malaga,  Valencia.,  and  Mallorca, 
vmre  each  given  the  right  to  exoort  21,6  percent  of  the  crop.  The  reason 
for  these  allocations  v;as  that  some  districts  had  very  short  crops  in  1950 
and  tho  Government  presumedly  desired  to  keep  all  tho  trade  members  in 
business.  This  distribution  did  not  release  exporters  in  districts  having 
a  good  crop.  The  exporters  in  tho  districts  having  short  crops  purchased 
supplies  olsevjhero  for  export.  Tho  drain  on  available  supplies  of  Valencia’s 
and  Jordans  vtos  Im-avy  in  Malaga  so  the  Government  finally  reversed  its 
ruling  and  business  in  th-.t  district  was  returned  to  normal. 
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Exports  from  all  districts  raovod  slov;lv  during  tho  first  2  months 
of  tho  noV'/  s  c. son  but  by  tho  third  end  fourth  months  vn-ro  moving  in  good 
volumo.  Tho  Malagn  district  had  shipped  close  to  3,000  short  tons  to 
January  1,  1951  of  shelled  almoiiis,  m.ostly  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Denmark 
cjid  the  N.:;tli_-r lands.  Nearly  100  tons  of  unsholl-:.d  vjere  shipped  from  this 
district  for  th^  s'-me  period.  The  exports  from  Malaga  during  the  first 
puartor  to  the  United  States  totaled  less  than  1  ton.  The  an.nouncomont 
of  the  removal  of  countervailing  duti..  s  by  the  United  States  on  November 
15,  is  reported  to  Irv..  brought  numerous  inquiries  in  M'-luea  from  United 
States  importers  -s  a^oll  as  in  other  districts.  This  action,  long  amaited 
by  tho  Spanish  exporters,  brought  nv.-;  life  to  the  export  market.  One 
district  reported  inquiries  mere  coming  in  so  rapidly  that  exporters  had 
to, decline  some  of  them  because  of  inability  to  secure  supnlios  to  ship. 
About  this  same  tiiiic  Gerj:iany  is  reported  to  h'^ve  ron^v/ed  its  interest  in 
Spanish  almonds* 


The  official  minimum  export  price  ost-^.bli shod  by  the  Ministry  of 
Industry  and  Coiiur.orco  on  Sootomber  20,  for  c.-xport  to  tho  United  States 
and  Canada  p>_r  220  pounds  f,o.b.,  Spanish  ports  v/oro  as  follovjs:  unsolcct 
Valencias  ^^6? ;  selected  Valencias  $73  ==.nd  selected  Jordans  $32,  The  ox- 
c-iango  r' to  allovjod  m-'^s  24,09  postas  per  U,  S,  dollar.  It  is  understood 
thoso  prices  have  beer  held  steadily  since  they  vi-^vo  announced.,  Mollaros 
( T-rragona  ’ s)  soft  shells  mere  $33  lo  $34  •'^■nd  it  is  reported  .some  business 
in  these  unsholled  nuts  h^s  been  done  v/ith  the  United  States,  .  In  this 
connection  some  reporus  Imve  boon  received  indic'  ting  shell  d. iscolor.ation 
of  the  Moll'’res  receiv..d  in  the  United  St^^.tos, 


At  tho  st-^rt  of  tho  1950-51  season  it  m^s  reported  gr>ov/crs  were  slov/ 
in  mmking  dolivori-.,s  of  ^Inonds,  This  reluctance  on  their  part  appears  to 
have  been  gr'^du^lly  overcome,  v/itli  most  districts  reporting  satisfactory 
receipts  from  growers.  It  is  s^’id  grow-rs  are  '^.Iso  dissatisfied  vjith  the 
controls  on  dried  fruits  and  nuts  '^nd  would  like  to  sec  ^  return  to  a  free 
market.  The  Catalonian  Agricultural  Institute  of  San  Isidro,  ^,n  association 
of  landoimcrs  and  f-rmors,  requested  the  Ministry  of  Commerce  ''.nd  Agriculture 
to  rolax  its  controls  but  to  no  avail.  At  present,  no  hope,  is.  held  by  the 
industry  for  decontrol  for  the  rest  of  tho  season  but  the  usua.1  hopes  for 
such  action  in  1951-52  >aro  prevalent. 


There  is  optimism  -bout  prospects  for  the  balance  of  t.he  export  se-son. 
The  Trade  quite  generally  is  st-tiiig  that  txho  entire  I95O  harvest  will  be 
sold,  mostly  into  export  before  nev;-crop  nuts  appo-r  this  fall.  Inquiries 
for  largo  torm-ges  h-vo  incin.-sod  since  J-jiu-ry  1  from  the  United  Kingdom, 

some  otner  Western  European  countries.  United  States  buyers  are 
continuing  to  show  interest,  and  -t  l^ast  one  h-.s  h-.d  a  representative  calling 
on  tho  Spanish  tr^de.  There  is  some  t-lk  th-t  much  of  tho  present  stock  wiUL 
bc  e-rmarked  for  ex;port  to  the  United  States  -nd  tho  United" Kingdom  with 
most  of  th,'  b-l-nco  going  to  Germany.  One  member  of  the  Trade  estimates 
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that  during  the  period  December  1,  1950  to  August  31,  1951,  about  2,200  short 
tons  of  shelled  almonds,  mostly  Lerguetas,  Jordans,  Marcones  and  similar  types 
will  be  exported  to  the  United  States  and  1,100  tons  of  unselect  Valencias 
will  go  to  Gemany  after  January  1951*  In  addition,  smaller  lots  will 
probably  be  sold  to  Switzerland,  Scandinavian  countries  and  elsewhere* 

This  estimate  of  foreign  almond  production  i's  based  in  part  upon  studies 
conducted  by  Walter  R.  Sohreiber,  Agi*i2 ul tural  Economist,  under  the  Research 
and  Marketing  Act  program,  U*  S*  Department  of  Agriculture*  It  also  is  based 
in  part  upon  U*  S«  Foreign  Service  reports# 

UNITED  STATES;  Imports  for  consumption  of  shelled  and  unshelled  almonds 

(Crop  year,  September-August) 


Year 

« 

French  . 
Morocco  j 

Italy 

• 

• 

Portugal  ; 

t 

« 

• 

Spain  ; 

• 

• 

Other 

countries 

• 

9 

Total 

• 

■ 

Short  tons; Short  tons; Short 

tons;Short  tonstShort  tons 

[Short  tons 

SHELLED 

Average; 

1939-40/1948-49 

16  ; 

1,257 

» 

» 

517  ; 

2,578  ; 

175 

4,543 

1944-45/1948-49 

21  ; 

2,422 

479  ♦ 

3,642  : 

51 

6,615 

Annual ; 

3 

• 

• 

• 

j 

1 

• 

• 

1 944—45  ••••••• 

15  : 

0 

1 

,218  : 

8,061  ; 

31 

9,325 

1945—46  •••••«• 

28  : 

1,508 

688  ; 

7,140  j 

73 

9,437 

1946-47  ••••••• 

34  ; 

2,054 

187  : 

950  ; 

76 

3,301 

1947—48  •••••••;  27  ; 

4,179 

98  ; 

1,805  ; 

26 

6,135 

1948^49  «••*••• 

0  ; 

4,370 

206  ; 

255  ; 

47 

4,878 

1949**50  •••«••• 

41  : 

695 

10  ; 

1  ; 

2/ 

747 

1950-51  1/  t  3  r 

1,500 

0  ; 

1  ; 

0 

1,504 

UNSHELLED 

Average : 

1939-40/1948-49 

0  t 

2 

3  : 

100  » 

1 

106 

1944-45/1948-49 

0  ; 

3  ; 

2  t 

116  ; 

3 

124 

Annual : 

i 

; 

t 

• 

• 

3 

t 

: 

» 

» 

9 

1944 —4 5  ••••••• 

0  ; 

0 

11  » 

170  ; 

0 

181 

1 94  5*“46  •••••«• 

0  ; 

0 

0  ; 

263  t 

5 

268 

1946-47  . 

0  ; 

6 

0  : 

145  ; 

6 

157 

1947*48  ••••••• 

0  ; 

9 

0  ; 

0  ; 

9 

19 'x 8— 49  •*••••• 

0  : 

2 

0  ; 

0  ; 

"■^1 

3 

1949—50  ••••••• 

0  ; 

2/ 

0  : 

0 

2/ 

2/ 

1950-51  1/  .... 

0  ; 

"  6 

0  ; 

54  ; 

0 

■"60 

1/  3  months,  September  through  November* 

Less  than  one-half  ton* 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census* 
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February  12,  1951 


VJORLD  1950  I'AniUT  PR' 


Lightly  abo'^/e  a’^/erage 


The  1950  preliminary  est^te^of  reflferCe^rmslf anfthrunnea 

Staten  in  124,300  ehort  tone  TuPpreUnt  Ltlmate  is 

153,900  tons  in  1949  and  121.00°  of  1^^600  tons  and  6 

2  percent  above  the  lO'^®®^  ]-^39-4  ^  -8  The  estimates 

percent  above  the  5-year  ' the  United  States  and  Italy 
for  Trance  and  Turkey  are  lOT.er  and  those  0°^  ’.h  3,tlmate  for 

are  higher  than  the  original  estimates  of  last  tail, 
the  Balkan  countries  remains  unchanged. 

•  „  -t-hn  Mpd it GPi*3.xi68.n  Bs-Sin  coiin'triGSj  It&lyj 

The  stocks  remaining  in  the  3  «f  have  totalled 

France,  and  Turkey  on  January  1,  195  one-third  of  the  1950  harvest. 

20,100  Short  tons,  unshelled  L-  been  moving 

Italy  had  the  largest  stock  -nfl  the  stocks  are  now  somewhat 

out  at  a  rapid  rate  in  most  esAmate  for  the 

belov)  those  estimated  on  January  1.  A  9 
Balkan  countries  is  not  available  but  it  is  Knowi 

low. 

The  1950-51  export  season  has  been  very  “  ^’^““oP^gtatlstics^ 

in  Italy  and  somewhat  unfavorable  “Turkey. 

for  the  foreign  countries  are  "ot  arailabl  3  o^ted  to  January  1 

estimate  about  17,000  tons,  unshelled  basis,  were  exp 
in  the  foregoing  3  countries. 

The  principal  destination  for  exports  of  Zl 

United  Kingdom,  Germany,  the  ,!,ei.e  the  principal 

Belgium.  The  united  states  and  the  United^Kingdom 

destinations  for  mernels.  Wain  r-hina  laat  season.  At  midseason, 

to  some  extent  the  “^ts  Imported  from  Ohina^last^season.^^ 

it  appears  France  will  have  no  di.fl  Ity  8^  substantltal  per- 

small  stocks  in  a  few  months.  Italy  become  available  this 

cent  of  its  present  stocks  before 

fall  and  Turkey  may  end  the  season  with  a  fair  size 

United  States  Imports  of  33°g/^?tr252  tons'^for 

November  30.  1950  totalled  250  f  ®  q- total  of  3.088  tons 


r 


WALNUTS,  unshelled:  Estimated  commercial  production  in 
specified  countries,  1950  with  comparisons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


C 


Balkan 


Tear 

coun  - 

tries 

France 

Italy 

Turkey 
.   1/ 

Foreign 

total 

United 

States 

World 

total 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

Tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Average 

1939-48 

13,700 

22,000 

13,300 

6,700 

55,700 

65,900 

121,600 

1944-48 

10,200 

18,000 

14,600 

4,900 

47,700 

70,100 

117,800 

Annual 

1944 

10,100 

22,000 

13,800 

5,500 

51,400 

71,800 

123,200 

1945 

9,800 

12,100 

16,500 

2,000 

40,400 

70,900 

111,300 

1946 

10,200 

10,700 

13,200 

5,000 

39,100 

71,900 

111,000 

1947 

9,700 

32,000 

14,000 

2,200 

57,900 

64,600 

122,500 

1948 

11,400 

13,100 

15,400  . 

10,000 

49,900 

71,100 

121,000 

1949 

13,000 

13,300 

27,500 

12,000 

65,800 

2/  88,100 

i/  153,900 

1950  7J 

8,800 

17,600 

22,000 

11,900 

60,300 

64,000 

124,300 

Exportable  surplus  only  -  not  total  production 
£/  Preliminary 
^  Revised 

Office  of  Eoreign  Agricultural  Relations,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments, 
reports  of  U.  S,  foreign  service  officers,  results  of  office  research  or  other 
information. 


has  not.  occurred  and  probably  v; ill  not  occur  this  season,  although  China 
was  leading  for  the  period  September-November ,  followed  by  Italy.  It 
seems  improbable  at  tiii.s  time  that  the  season’s  im.ports  v;ill  eq.ua  o^e 
of  last  year.  The  increase  in  the  duty  on  walnut  kernels  will  act  as  a 

check  on  heavy  imports. 

France;  The  1950  preliminary  estimate  of  walnut  production  in  France  is 
revised  downward  to  17,600  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  comnared  -rith 
13,300  tons  in  1949  and  13,130  tons  in  194^.  The  estimate  is  20  percent 
smaller  than  the  10-year  (1939-48)  average  of  22,000  tons  but  about  ^ 
equal  to  the  5-year  (1944-48)  average.  In  the  Bordeaux  district  it  is 
estimated  the  1950  harvest  totalled  about  9,700  short  tons  compared  with 
11,000  tons  lost  year.  The  crop  of  comes  totalled  about  2,900  short 
t  ns j  marbot ,  about  3,300  tons  and  other  table  varieties  1,200  tons. 

The  balance  wore  shelling  varieties.  The  1950  crop  in  Grenoble  is 
mated  at  7,900  short  tons,  down  slightly  from  earlier  estimates  but  still 
considerably  above  the  2,300  tons  of  1949* 

The  grov/ing  conditions  in  the  Bordeaux  district  as  a  whole  were  un¬ 
satisfactory.  The  harvest  fell  somewhat  below  what  iiad  been  expected 
earlier.  The  quality  of  the  nuts  varies  considerably,  depending  on  the 
region  in  which  produced.  It  is  generally  agreed  that  the  quality  of 
the  marbot  kernels  is  poor.  They  are  shrivelled  and  dark  in  many  instances 
The  comes  generally  were  of  excellent  quality.  Other  typos  were  generally 
said  to  be  satisfactory.  The  quality  of  the  vialnuts  produced  in  Grenoble 
Yjas  not  as- good  as  usual  due  to  dry  weather. 

The  stocks  rctnaining  on  January  1,  1951  from  the  1950  harvest  are 
small,  according  to  most  members  of  the  trade.  There  are  probably  1,300 
tons  unshelled  still  in  the  Bordeaux  district  and  some  200  tons  in  Grenoble 
or  a  total  of  2,000  tons  for  all  of  France.  It  is  possible  that  groi'jcrs 
have  additional  tonnages  \;?hich -.'ro  being  held  for  higher  prices. 


The  export  market  during  the  1950-51  season  to  date  has  b^en  very 
satisfactory.  Official  export  statistics  are  not  available.  However, 
on  the  basis  of  trade  Gstime.tes  it  appears  about  4,000  short  tons  of  un¬ 
shelled  and  1,300  tons  of  kernels  have  been  exported  to  date.  The  United 
Kingdom,  Germany,  Belgium  and  Scandinavian  countries  wore  the  principal 
destinations  for  unshollod  walnut  exports,  and  the  United  Kingdom,  United 
States,  Belgium,  the  Netherlands  and  Sviitzerland  for  the  kernels. 


The  market  has  been  strong  most  of  the  season,  Tho  continued  demand 
from  the  United  States  has  had  a  tendency  to  r.aiSG  prices,  especially  in 
view  of  the  declining  stocks  now  reported.  Domestic  demand  is  reported 
good  and  there  is  belief  that  the  entire  1950  harvest  will  be  sold  oefore 
summer.  There  is  an  impression  among  exporters  that  the  strong^United 
States  demand  is  duo  to  this  country’s  lack  of  Manchurian  supplies, 

Somv^  exporters  report  they  are  no  longer  able  to  taxo  care  of  ordeis  from 
the  United  States  as  suitable  supplies  arc  no  longer  available.  Grenoble 
is  reported  to  have  sold  about  100  tons  of  unshclled  chabert  to  tho 
United  States  importers. 
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The  most  recent  f.o.b,  quotations  in  Bordeaux  per  220  pounds  prompt 


are ; 


Bordeaux  Extra  Halves 
Bordeaux  Broken 
Comes  Unshclled 
Marbot 


$120  to  $125 


90  to  110 
$40 
$42 


Italy;  The  1950  preliminary  estimate  of  walnut  production  in  Italy 
(Naples-Sorrento  district  only)  is  revised  upv;ard  to  22,000  short  tons, 
unshellod  basis,  compared  vjith  27,500  tons  in  1949  and  15,400  tons  in 
194s.  The  estimate  exceeds  the  lO-yoar  (1939-43)  av^-rage  of  13,300  tons 
by  65  percent  and  the  5-year  (1944-48)  average  of  14,600  tons  by  5I  percent 

The  harvest  turned  out  a  little  better  than  had  been  expected.  How¬ 
ever,  the  quality  is  not  as  good  as  that  of  the  previous  year*  On  January 
1,  1951  it  is  estimated  about  11,000  short  tons,  unsholled  basis,  remained 
from,  the  1950  crop  and  that  qll  the  1949  carry-over  had  boon  sold.  Most 
of  the  present  stocks  arc  reported  still  in  the  hands  of  gror/rers. 

The  export  season  has  been  reasonably  satisfactory  to  date  with  an 
estimated  7,700  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  exported.  Germany  was  by 
far  the  loading  destination  for  exports  x-rith  about  4,600  tons  and  the 
United  Kingdom  x'jas  second  with  2,200  tons.  There  xvero  exports  to  Sv.’itzer- 
land,  Svjodon,  Belgium  and  a  number  of  other  countries  totalling  about 
900  tons. 

The  shelled  nut  market  has  not  boon  as  active  as  had  been  expected. 

The  United  States  purchased  an  estimated  2,500  cases  mostly  during  December 
There  has  been  little  interest  by  other  countries  for  kernels  so  far  this 
season. 

The  present  market  for  unshclled  is  very  slo'7  but  exporters  believe 
it  will  pick  up  in  the  next  month  and  may  take  a  substantial  portion  of 
the  remaining  stocks.  At  present  Sorrento  unsholled  are  quoted  for  export 
at  $33  to  $35  par  220  pounds  f.o.b,,  Naples, 

The  shelled  market  has  become  more  active  as  a  result  of  inquiries 
from  the  United  States.  The  present  prices  vary  from  $90  to  $114  for  first 
quality  light  halves  depending  on  size  f.o.b.,  Naples  per  220  pounds.  The 
majority  of  sales  are  around  $97  to  $93.  Light  pieces  are  around  $92, 
amber  halves  $70,  amber  pieces  $60.  It  is  expected  prices  of  shelled  xvill 
increase  if  the  demand  continues  as  it  is  today. 

Exporters,  believe  the  situation  in  the  Far  East  has  brought  the  cur¬ 
rent  flood  of  inquiries.  They  believe  that  buyers  in  the  United  States 
are  laying  in  a  supply  nox7  for  use  during  the  year  because  Ifonchurian  nuts 
have  boon  cut  off. 


Turkey:  The  1950  preliminary  estimte  of  walnut  production  in  Turkey  is 
revised  dovmward  to  11,900  short  tons  compered  with  12,000  tons  in  1949  and 
10,000  tons  in  1948 »  The  estimate  is  nearly  twice  as  large  as  the  10-year 
(1939-48)  average  of  6,700  tons  and  more  than  twice  as  large  as  the  5-year 
(1944-48)  average  of  4,900  tons.  These  estimates  relate  to  exportable  sur¬ 
plus  only.  The  total  production  is  somevjhat  larger  but  scattered  so  widely 
over  the  country  as  to  make  a  reliable  estinvite  t^ifficult. 

The  available  stocks  from  the  1950  harvest  on  January  1,  1951  vjere  esti¬ 
mated  to  total  about  7 >1*^0  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  of  which  there  were 
an  estimated  5,500  tons  of  nuts  in  the  shello  There  are  an  estimated  5OO 
short  tons  of  kernels  available  for  export.  The  entire, carry-over  from  1949 
has  long  since  been  sold. 

Exports  according  to  Turkish  statistics  during  the  1950-51  season  to 
date  have  (October  through  December)  totalled  308  short  tons  of  kernels  and 
1,087  tons  of  unshelled.  The  United  Kingdom  was  the  principal  destination 
for  exports  of  shelled  v/ith  110  tons,  Canada  next  with  88  tons  and  the 
United  States  third  vjith  73  tons.  Germany  xvas  the  principal  buyer  of  un¬ 
shelled  nuts  v'ith  726  short  tons  and  Uruaguay  second  vjith  137  tons. 

The  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  British  buyers  in  unshelled  nuts 
reported  on  November  20,  1950  appears  to  have  continued,  as  most  of  their 
purchases  have  been  kernels.  An  unfortunate  experience  with  unshelled 
last  season  has  discouraged  British,  importers  from  buying  unshelled  Turkish 
walnuts.  At  the  start  of  the  season  some  orders  for  unshellod  nuts  were 
received  from  Germany,  hovjever,  by  the  time  the  726  tons  vjore  shipped  the 
German  Governm.ent  made  it  more  difficult  to  purchase  Turkish  products  and 
this  business  practically  came  to  a  stop.  At  present  the  unshelled  market 
is  very  slow. 

The  export  market  for  kernels  has  likewise  not  boon  overly  active.  The 
opening  prices  v/erc  between  $90  to  $95  por  220  pounds  f.o.b,,  Istanbul  for 
lots  composed  of  10  percent  light  halves,  40  percent  light  pieces,  10  percent 
brown  halves  and  40  percent  brown  pieces.  Slow  foreign  demand  brought  prices 
down  to  around  $80  which  toi/zards  the  close  of  the  year  climbed  back  to  around 
$100 ,  The  increase  is  attributed  to  incr;:.ased  purchases  by  the  British  and 
the  United  States.  The  percentage  of  brown  kernels  is  somewhat  heavier  than 
normal  and  is  making  it  difficult  to  interest  American  buyers. 

The  Turkish  Government's  new  foreign  trade  policy,  which  Tjent  into  effect 
on  September  1,  1950,  divided  exports  into  3  groups.  Those  on  schedule  I 
require  no  export  licenses  and  constitute  the  bulk  of  Turkey’s  major  exports 
including  walnuts.  Schedule  II  comprises  10  important  commodities  which  must 
be  licensed  while  schedule  III  includes  the  so  called  "weak  list"  items  dif¬ 
ficult  to  export.  Exporters  of  items  on  schedule  III  arc  not  required  to  turn 
in  their  foreign  exchange  but  may  use  it  to  import  goods  within  six  mionths  of 
t.he  date  of  export.  The  walnut  export  market  so  for  has  been  slow  and  ex¬ 
porters  novj  are  requesting  that  walnuts  bo  placed  on  schedule  III  to  assist 
thcia  in  making  exports. 


This  estimaite  of  vjorld  v;alnut  production  is  based  in  part  upon  studies  con¬ 
ducted  by  Walter  R,  Schroibor,  Agricultural  Economist,  under  the  Research 
and  Marketing  Act  program,  U.S.  Dopartmicnt  of  Agriculture.  It  also  is  based 
in  part  upon  U.S.  Foreign  Service  reports. 


UNITED  STATES:  Imports  and  exports  of  walnuts 
(Crop  year,  September-August) 


Countries 


Arerage 

1945/46 


Annual 


1949/50 

1947-48 

:  1948-49 

;  1949-50 

1950-51  1/ 

Short 

Short 

:  Short 

:  Short 

Short 

tons 

tons 

:  tons 

:  tons 

tons 

I  M  P  0 

RTS  - 

Shelled 

458 

6 

42 

2,223 

111 

U 

5 

.  32 

185 

8 

191 

137 

440 

215 

105 

282 

95 

596 

279 

5 

106 

13 

277 

186 

21 

1,081 

255 

1,387 

3,088 

250 

I  M  P  0 

RTS  -  Unshelled 

2/ 

2J 

0 

0 

0 

31 

3 

34 

3 

0 

5 

0 

2J 

0 

0 

36 

3 

34 

3 

0 

EXPO 

RTS  - 

Shelled 

137 

364 

135 

9 

1 

1 

5 

1 

3J 

3 

1'  ■ 

0 

0 

3J 

0 

44 

49 

18 

10 

174 

413 

185 

27. 

14 

EXPO 

RTS  -  Unshelled 

China. . 
France, 
Italy. . 
Turkey. 
Other. . 


Total. 


China. 

Italy. 

Other. 


Total, 


Canada . 
Cuba. . . 
Europe. 
Other. . 


Total. 


Canada .... 

Cuba . 

Europe .... 

ni;  hATf*  ..... 

1,201 

270 

107 

505 

253 

33 

768 

467 

294 

0 

383 

1,126 

353 

10 

208 

931 

484 

64 

201 

Total. . . 

2,083 

1,802 

1,1U 

1,697 

1,680 

3^  3  months,  September  through  November 

7j  one-half  ton  or  less. 

Compiled  from  official  sources  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census 
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February  12, 

tf  B  2  2  1951 

TILW  ’UlST  YE/iR 


1951 


The  1951  preliminary  forecast  of  the  Brazil'^Wfflrll-v^e^sWn'feazil 
IS  35,500  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  v;ith  23,200  tons  (re¬ 
vised)  in  1950  and  35,200  tons  in  I9480  The  present  forecast  exceeds 
the  10-year  (1939-48)  average  of  22,600  tons  by  57  percent  and  is  about 
double  the  5-year  (1944-48)  average. 


The  preliminary  forecast  by  districts  is  as  follovjs:  Belem,  17,900 
tons;  Manaus,  15,900  tons;  Parintins,  900  tons  and  Itacoatiara,  800  tons. 

The  final  1950  estimates  for  the  same  districts  are  as  follovjs:  Belem 
15,600  tons;  Manaus,  7,400  tons;  Parintins,  100  tons  and  Itacoatiara, 

100  tons.  It  should  be  rememibered  that  the  production  of  Brazil  nuts 
depends  more  on  availability  of  labor,  vjater  in  small  streams  and  the 
condition  of  the  export  mr.rket  at  export  centers  than  upon  actual  set 
of  nuts  on  the  trees.  The  present  forecast  therefore  can  be  materially 
increased  or  reduced  as  the  season  advances. 

The  1951  season  harvest  started  in  a  small  way  late  in  November  and 
increased  tlirough  Deccmher  to  its  present  level.  Preliminary  reports 
indicate  that  lack  of  rain  in  the  upper  rivers  and  small  streams  has 
hindered  the  transportation  of  nuts  to  export  centers.  The  season  really 
has  begun  to  reach  its  stride  and  if  the  rains  cono  in  time  this  water 
shortage  will  have  little  effect  on  the  1951  harvest.  It  is  reported 
some  exporters  made  commitnonts  for  the  second  half  of  February  and  early 
March  shipments  and  arc  now  worried  about  the  slow  arrivals  from  the  interior 

Foreign  buyers,  primarily  United  Statos  and  British,  have  shown  an 
interest  in  these  nuts  earlier  than  usual.  The  first  of  the  new  season’s 
business  is  reported  to  have  occurred  late  in  November.  United  States  im¬ 
porters  had  contracted  for  an  estimated  20,000  cases  of  sholled  (66  pounds 
each)  at  prices  ranging  from  42  cents  to  50  cents  per  pound  f.o.b.,  Belem 
and  Manaus  by  mid-January.  The  British  buyers  had  purchased  only  a  few 
sholled  nuts  during  the  season  to  dote. 


The  British  are  showing  more  interest  in  unshelled  nuts.  There  wore 
2  representatives  of  British  importing  firms  in  Bolom  lato  in  I95O  who  are 
reported  to  have  purchased  about  2,000  short  tons  of  unshclled  for  lato 
February-early  March  shipment.  These  nuts  are  intended  to  reach  England 
in  time  for  the  Easter  trade.  The  British  are  renorted  to  have  paid  110 
to  130  shillings  per  110  pounds  f.o.b.,  Brazil  {fl5.73  to  $18.59)  for  those 


BRAZIL  NUTS;  Estimated  commercial  production  in 
Brazil,  1950  with  comparisons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 

Unshelled  basis 


Year 

» 

Bolivia 

Brazil 

Total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Averages: 

1939-48  . 

1,800 

22,600 

24.400 

1944-48  . 

100 

17,400 

17.500 

Annual: 

19 /A . 

0 

3.300 

3.300 

19  A5 . 

100 

6,800 

6,900 

19/6 . 

100 

27,500 

27,600 

19/7 . . 

100 

30.400 

30,500 

19/8 . 

100 

18,900 

19,000 

19/9 . 

200 

35,200 

35,400 

1950  y  y . . 

200 

23,200 

23,400 

1951  y . 

200 

35,500 

35,700 

Revised 

2j  Preliminary. 

OFAR,  USDA.  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics 
of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  U,  S.  Foreign  Service  officers,  results 
of  office  research,  and  other  information. 
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unshellod  nuts  and  about  53*2  to  63  U.S-,  cents  per  pound  for  sholled. 
The  United  Kingdom  -  Brazilian  trade  agreement,  signed  in  September 
1950,  grants  LI, 400,000  (about  U,S.  |3, 920, 000)  for  the  purchase  of 
Brazil  nuts.  This  grant  is  expected  to  koop  Brazilian  exporters  busy 
for  some  time. 

West  Germany  buyers  entered  the  market  in  January  vjith  an  initial 
purchase  of  about  6OO  short  tons,  unshollcd,  at  prices  of  11  to  18 
U.S.  cents  per  pound  f.o.b.  for  Ilay/Juno  shipments.  They  are  expected 
to  purchase  an  additional  tonnage  of  about  600  tons.  The  Gcrrne.ny  bus¬ 
iness  is  the  result  of  a  trade  agreement  between  the  two  countries.  It 
is  reported  barter  arrangements  will  not  bo  permitted  this  season  by 
the  Brazilian  Government  and  exporters  aro  not  in  favor  of  such  doalso 


r 

UNITED  STATES:  Imports  of  Brazil  nuts 
(Crop  year,  September-August) 


Year 

Average 

Annual 

1940/41- 

1949/51 

1945/46- 

1949/50 

1946-47 

1947-48 

1948-49 

1949-50 

1950-51 

y 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

Brazil . 

3,105 

3,466 

3,260 

2,925 

2,990 

4,198 

1,184 

Other  . 

57 

5 

12 

,  y 

10 

2 

0 

Toi/S.l>  •  •  • 

3,162 

3,471 

3,272 

2,925 

UNSHELTJCD 

3,000 

4,200 

1,184 

Brazil . 

8,106 

11,061 

0 

11,739 

0 

14,336 

0 

12,462 

0 

10,877 

0 

615 

Other . 

3 

0 

Total. . . . 

8,109 

11,061 

11,739 

14,336 

12,462 

10,877 

615 

"y  3  months,  September  through  November. 
y  Less  than  one-half  ton. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
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FN  5-51 


The  following  information  regarding  foreign  nut  markets  has  been 
received  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  since  the 
publication  in  recent  months  of  its  regularly  scheduled  reports  on 
international  production  of,  and  trevde  in,  the  types  of  nuts  referred 
to  in  this  statement; 

;XMCNDS 

Italy:  The  Italiain  export  market  is  repoipted  to  have  resumed  its 

pre-holi day  activity  largely  as  a  result  of  fairly  heavy  purchases  by 
the  United  States,  the  United  Kingdom  and  Germany.  Exports  to  other 
countries,  such  as  France,  also  are  being  made,  but  at  a  slower  rate. 

Italian  exporters  are  becoming  reluctant  to  accept  business  with  France 
in  view  of  slow  payments  Italian  growers  and  speculators  are  less 
willing  to  sell  almonds  as  they  feel  that  prices  will  go  up  and  because 
almonds  in  the  shell  are  considered  a  good  hedge  against  further  inflation 
There  have  been  a  number  of  nice  forward  sables  to  the  United  States  and  t« 
the  United  Kingdom  for  April-Ma.rch  shipment.  Most  Italian  exporters  believe 
that  prices  v/ill  advance  in  Italy  but  the  extent  of  advance  will  depend  on 
almond  blossoming  5n  February  and  March.  If  a  good  blossoming  takes  place, 
indicating  a  good  1951  harvest,  the  price  rise  may  be  small;  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  a  poor  harvest  is  in  prospect,  prices  may  advance  more. 

Prices  on  February  1,  for  220  pounds  f.o.b.,  Sicily,  prompt  shipments 
were  about  as  follows; 

P.  G.  f.a.q.  $83 

P.  G.  select  in  bags  $87 

P.  G.  select  in  boxes  $90 

Remaining  stocks  in  Sicily  by  February  1,  1951  were  estimated  down 
to  5,000  short  tons,  about  equally  divided  between  exporters  and  gr*wers. 
Exporters  believe  that  entire  stocks  will  ^e  exported  before  new-crop 
nuts  this  fall. 

Spain;  Almond  exports  from  Spain  continue  to  move  in  good  volume. 

The  January  export  business  has  been  gratifying,  according  to  exporters. 
Prices  are  gradually  increasing  as  stocks  decline.  The  official  minimum 

TT  By  T'alter  R.  Schrciber,  Agricultural  Economist 
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export  price  for  unsclect  Vr.lencias  per  220  pounds  f.o*b.,  Spain,  is  $67# 
Exporters  are  quoting  above  this  price.  It  is  reported  that  interest 
continues  in  soft  shelled  Mollares  by  United  States  impor ter s  with  a  few 
small  sales  recently  made. 


BR/.ZIL  NUTS 


Brazil ;  The  1951  preliminary  forecast  of  the  Brazil  nut  harvest  in 
Brazil  is  35,500  short  tons,  unshellod  bf^sis,  compared  with  23,200  in 
1949  and  35,200  tons  in  1948.  British  buyers  are  reported  to  have  entered 
the  market  for  unshelled  late  in  November  with  sales  to  date  about 
2,000  tons.  The  German  buyers  are  also  buying  unshelled  nuts  with  sales 
to  date  around  600  tons. 


Ci'.SHEV'rS 


India;  No  reports  have  been  received  to  date  on  1951  crop  prospects. 
Information  from  India  is  that  .the  1951  East, African  crop  will  exceed  even 
the  record  one  of  1950.  A  few  preliminary  estimates  of  the  East  African 
crop  indicc.te  a  possible  77,000  short  tons,  unshelled,  will  be  available 
for  shipment  to  Indian  shelling  plants.  .This  would  be  the  equivalent  of 
about  19,000  to  20,000  short  tens  of  shelled.  The  Indian-grown  nuts  would 
be  in  addition  to  this  tonnage. 


FILBERTS 


Italy:  The  filbert  market  in  Naples  has  been  slow  during  January  but 
there  is  no  evidence  of  a  decline  in  prices.  Growers  are  raising  prices 
and  first  sales  have  been  slow.  Foreign  sales  are  at  a  reduced  level  but 
are  expected  to  gain  m.omentum  shortly.  The  Trade  feels  that  the  entire 
present  stock  will  be  sold  before  new-crop  nuts  come  to  market  this  fall. 

The  Sicilian  filbert  market  is  also  firm. 

Spain;  The  Spanish  Government,  on  January  5,  1951,  issued  new 
minimum  export  prices  on  filberts.  The  new  price  per  220  pounds  of  shelled 
nuts  f.o.b.,  Spanish  port,  is  f.ll5  and  for  unshelled,  $46.  The  Spanish 
minimum  price  on  unshelled  is  $4  per  bag  higher  than  that  in  Sicily. 

Spanish  exporters  are  having, considerable  difficulty  in  securing  nuts 
from  grov/ers  who  expect  much  higher  prices  than  it  is  possible  for  exporters 
to  pay  and  still  sell  abroad.  It  is  reported  that  some  filberts  are 
finding  their  vfay  into  black  market  hands  for  use  in  oil  crushing.  Deliveries 
by  grovrcrs  to  the  Trade  are  at  a  very  slow  rate.  There  appears  to  be  a 
good  possibility  of  a  large  carry-over  unless  conditions  are  soon  changed. 


PISTACHIO  TOTS 


Iran;  According  to  Trade  sources,  the  1950  Iranian  pistachio  crop 
v/as  a  bumper  one  estimated  at  3,800  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared 
to  1,600  tons  in  1949.  The  export  movement  has  been  good  with  some 
440  short  tons  being  exported  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  marketing 
season.  Recent  export  prices  per  ton  of  2,200  pounds  f.o.b.,  port  of 
Khorrajnshahr,  vrere;  30  to  32  nuts  per  ounce,  $1,100;  24  nuts  per  ounce, 
$1,400. 
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April  9,  1951 


UBPJoy  of 
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GO'yERI'H-ISKT  REVISED  ALNOND  AflD  FILBERT 
EXPORT  PRICES  FOR  ALL  AREAS. 


APf^  o 

'"TfiaiiSpanish  Govornmi-nt , 
If in. -ins,. minimum  official  prices 
"  areas: 


on  February  22,  1951,  announced  the  follovi 
for  almonds  and  filberts  f.o.b.,  Spanish 


Shelled  Almonds  (per  220  lbs.)  U,5,  Dollars 


Valencies  Unselocted  81,00 
Mallorca  Propietario 

Mallorca  Selected  87.00 
Valencias  Selected  88.00 
Esperanzas  $8,00 
Planetas  91*00 
Larguctas  98.00 
Jordanas  99.00 
Marconas  101,00 


Unshelled  Almonds 


Tarragona  Mollaros 
Cartagena  Mo Hares 
Fitas 

Duras  (hard  shell) 

Special  Almond  Exchange  Rate 


41.00 

40.00 

36.00 


-  24,09  pesetas  per  U.S,  dollar 


U.S.  Dollars 

Shelled  Filberts  (per  220  lbs.)  127.00 

Unshelled  Filberts  51*00 

Special  Filbert  Exchange  Rato  -  I8.615  pesetas  per  U.S,  dollar. 

According  to  the  Spanish  Ministry  of  Industry  and  Commerce  10,484 
short  tons  of  shelled  almonds  vjoro  exported  from  August  1,  1950  and 
January  3I,  1951.  These  statistics  show  2,739  tons  wero  exported  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  329  tons  to  the  United  States  and  307  tons  to  Denmark. 


-  2  ~ 


The  export  of  imshelled  almonds  during  the  same  period  totalled  535  tons 
of  which  62  tons  vrero  to  Canada,  57  tons  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  49 
tons  to  Egypt. 

The  export  of  filberts  during  the  same  period  totalled  204  short  tons 
of  shelled  and  I4  tons  of  unshelled.  Switzerland  and  Austria  were  the 
destination  for  30  tons  of  shelled  filberts  each  and  the  United  I^ingdom 
purchased  9  tons,  — By  W,  Rc  Schreiber,  based  inpart  upon  U,  S,  foreign 
service  reports 
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May  7,  1951 


ESTB.IATED  1951  BRAZIL  ITOT  HARVEST  LOWER 


The  1951  preliminary  forecast  of  the  Brazil  nut  harvest 
in  Brazil  is  revised  dovmward  to  28,600  shorj:,  tons,  unshelled 
basis,  compared  with  23*200  tons  in  "1950  35*400  ir  1949* 

The  forecast  exceeds  the  10-year  (1940-49)  average  of  22,000 
tons  by  30  percent  and  the  5-year  ( 1945*r49j'-  average  of  23*800 
tons  by  20  percent. 


The  preliminary  forecast  by  districts  is  as  follows: 

Belem,  15950  short  tons;  Itacoatiara,  500  tons;  Manaus,  12,100 
tons  and  Parintins  50  tons.  The  present  forecasts  for  Belem ^ 
and  Parintins  are  only  slightly  higher  than  those  of  1950  vjhile 
those  for  Itacoatiara  and  Manaus  are  considerably  higher.  The 
lack  of  water  in  the  tributary  rivers  and  creeks  has  prevented 


the  normal  flow  of  nuts  from,  interior  points.  It  is  reported 
that  in  some  areas  the  trees  had  very  light  sets  this  year . 

It  is  also  reported  that  stream.s  are  filling  up  and  the  nuts 
are  beginning  to  arrive  in  normal  quantities.  It  is  difficult 
to  estimate  the  quantities  remaining  in  the  interior.  It  could 
well  be  that  a  larger  quantity  than  has  been  thought  possible 


still  will  arrive  at  export  centers. 


The  exportation  of  new-crop  nuts  from  January  1,  1951  Vo 
March  31,  1951,  according  to  Trade  sources  totaled  3,751  short 
tons  of  unshelled  and  405  tons  of  shelled.  The  export  move¬ 
ment  of  unshelled  nuts  to  Europe  started  2  months  earlier  than 
in  1950.  It  is  reported  that  from  the  beginning  of  the  harvest 
in  December  1950  to  the  end  of  March  1951*  s-  total  of  7*288 
short  tons  unshelled  were  brought  from  the  interior  to  export 
centers,  of  which  3,923  tons  were  received  in  Belem;  3,088  tons 
in  Manaus  and  Itacoatiara  277  tons.  According  to  available 
information  practically  no  nuts  were  received  in  Parintins 
during  this  period. 

Exports  during  the  first  quarter  of  1951  were  about  as 
follows:  3,751  short  tons,  unshelled,  to  the  United  Kingdom; 

232  short  tons.  Shelled,  to  the  United  States;  139  tons. 
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shelled,  to  the  United  Kingdoin  and  34  tons  of  shelled  to  all 
other  countries.  The  shelled  nuts  exported  were  partially 
from  the  1950  harvest.  In  addition  to  the  above  exports,  it 
is  understood  British  buyers  have  arranged  to  ship  4,0-35 
short  tons,  unshelled,  and  6l  tons  of  shelled  during  April 
and  May,  This  would  bring  the  total  British  purchases  to  date 
up  to  7,986  short  tons,  unshelled,  and  200  tons  of  shelled. 

West  German  buyers  are  said  to  have  purchased  550  short 
tons  of  unshelled  and  are  interested  in  another  lot  of  the  same 
size.  United  States  buyers,  vrho  at  the  start  of  the  season 
showed  considerable  interest,  held  off  buying  because  of  the 
price.  It  is  novj  reported  that  early  in  April  United  States 
importers  purchased  275  short  tons  of  unshelled  in  Belem  for 
shipment  in  late  April,  Exporters  in  Brazil  state  this  was 
the  first  lot  of  unshelled  sold  to  United  States  buyers  this 
season.  Prices  are  reported  to  have  been  19  to  21  cents  per 
pound,  f,o,b,  Brazil  compared  vmth  17  to  20  cents  earlier  in 
the  season  and  v;ere  reported  too  high  to  attract  United 
States  importers,  Brazilian  exporters  are  expecting  a  good 
volume  of  United  States  business  for  the  re.raainder  of  the 
season,  — By  Walter  R,  Schreiber,  based  in  part  upon  U,  S, 
Foreign  Service  Reports, 
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BRAZIL  NUTS:  Estimated  commercial  production  in 

Brazil,  1951  with  comparisons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 

Unshelled  basis 


Year 

Bolivia 

• 

Brazil 

• 

Total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Averages: 

23,300 

1940-49 

1,300 

22,000 

1945-49 

100 

23,800 

23,900 

Annual : 

1945 

100 

6,800 

6,900 

1946 

100 

27,500 

27,600 

1947 

100 

30,400 

30,500 

1948 

100 

18,900 

19,000 

1949 

200 

35,200 

35,400 

1950  1/ 

200 

23,200 

23,400 

1951  1/  2/ 

200 

2/  28,600 

2/  28,800 

'y  Preliminary. 

y  Revised. 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.  Prepared  or  estimated 
on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  re¬ 
ports  of  U.  S.  Foreign  Service  officers,  results  of  office  re¬ 
search,  and  other  information* 

UNITED  STATES:  'Imports  of  Brazil  nuts 
(Crop  year,  September-August) 


Year 

Average 

Annual 

1940/41- 

1949/51 

1945/46- 

1949/50 

1947-48  ; 

1948-49  : 

•  • 

1949-50  : 

1950-51  1/ 

Short 

Short 

Short  : 

Short  : 

Short  : 

Short 

tons 

tons 

tons  : 

tons  : 

tons  : 

tor^ 

SHELLED 

Brazil 

3,253 

3,761 

2,925  : 

2,990  : 

4,198  : 

1,473 

Other 

57 

7 

2/: 

10  : 

2  : 

12 

Total 

3,310 

3,W 

2,925  : 

3,000  : 

4,200  : 

1,485 

UNSHELLED 

649 

Brazil 

8,171 

11,061 

14,336  : 

12,462  : 

10,877  : 

Other 

5 

0 

0  : 

0  : 

0  : 

14 

Tjtal 

8,176 

11,061 

14,336  ; 

12,462  • 

10,877  ; 

663 

1/  6  months,  September  through  February. 

y  Less  than  one-half  ton. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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8*51  ’  '  •  June  25 >  1951 

IvEDITSERAl'lEAN  ALtv’Ol'ID  FORECAST  ABOUT  A'^.'ERAGE  . 

The  prGliininn.ry  forocest  of  1951  shelled  alinond  production  in  the 
6  leading  foreign  commercial  producing  countries  is -68,390  short  tons 
compared  witB  98,500  tons  (revised)  in  1950  and  6l ,700  .tons . in  1949* 

The  forecast  exceeds  the  10-yoar  (1940-49)  average  of  64,900  tons  by. 

5  percent  but  is  3  percent  bolovj  the  5*ycar  (1945-49)  average  of  70,900. 

The  1950  harvest  v-ras  the  largest  on  record  for  this  group  of 
countries,  each  of  vjhich  exceeded  the  average  by  a  considerable  tonnage. ^ 
The  largest  production  on  record  v/as  reported  for  Italy  and: Portugal-. 

The  1951  crops  following  sudh  a  record  pfoductionr naturally. were  oxppcted 
to. bo  smaller.  .Spain,  ancording'to  present  information,  is-  the  only- 
country  of  the  group  that  is  expected  to'  have--  a  larger  crop  than  a  year 
ago.  The' Spanish  crop  is  expected  to  be  only  1,200  tons  larger;  however, 
weather  .conditions  may  oven"  reduce'  this  slight  incfea-sc  before  harvest. 

Growing  conditions . generally  have  been  fairly  ’good,  with  all  countrius 
reporting  some  slight  frost  damage.  In  Sicily  the  frost  damage  was 
perhaps. more  severe  than  in  other  areas.  Ample  rainfall  is  repor  e  ,  or 
all  countries  this  season  to  date,  Spain,  although  having  the  larges 
crop  of  the  group  reports  spotty'  growing  conditions.  The  smaller  crop 
in  prospect  is  attributed  to  exhaustion  of  trees  from  thu  heavy  yields  of 
last  year  rather -than  to  po'or  weather  in  all  countries,  Portugal  has  a 
surprisingly  good  crop  in  prospect  considering  the  record  one  of  the 
previous  year. 

On  June  1  it  was  estimated  that  stocks  of  1950  almonds  remaining 
in  the  6  countries  totalled  about  15,400  short  tons  compared  i^rith.  10,400 
tons  at  the  same  date  last  year.  Italy  is  reported  to  have  about  7,000 
tons,  Spain  5,400  tons  and  Iran  2,200  tons.  The  carry-rOver ,  while 
larger  than  last  year,  is  surprisingly  lov.^  considering  the  all-time  high 
production.  The  present  estim-  tc  of  stocks  represents  only  14  percent ^ 
of  the  supplies  available  at  the  start  of  the  season.  Present  stocks  in 
France  and  Portugal  are  expected  to  be  com.plctely  sold  by  September, 

Stocks  in  Italy  and  Spain  arc  expected  to  be  somewhat  reduced  before  now- 
crop  nuts  arc  available  this  fall* 

The  1950-51  export  season  probably  saw  the  largest  volume  of  almonds 
moving  in  international  trade  in  history.  Official  export  statistics  for 
those  countries  are  available  for  only  6  months  of  the  season.  The 


ALMONDS,  SHELLED:  Estiinated  commercial  production  in  specified 
countries,  i.95CL  with  comparisons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

France 

French 

Morocco 

Iran 

Italy 

Portugal 

Spain  :Foreign 
;  total 

United 

States 

unshelled 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short  :  Short 

Short 

Average : 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons  :  tons 

tons 

1940-49 

700 

2,100 

6,600 

29,200 

2,200 

24,100:  64,900 

25,500 

1945-49 

TUO 

2,700 

7,000 

34,600 

2,800 

23,100:  70,900* 

34,300 

Annual ; 

1945 

500 

3,300 

6,600 

50,600 

2,300 

26,400:  89,700 

27,200 

1946 

700 

2,400 

7,700 

33,000 

3,700 

24,200;  71,700 

37,800 

1947 

1,000 

1,200 

6,000 

46,200 

1,100 

22,000:  77,500 

29,200 

1948 

1,100 

3,300 

7,000 

18,700 

2,900 

21,000;  54,000 

34,000 

1949 

-300 

?^3,300 

7,700 

24,300 

4,200 

21,900^61,700 

43,300 

1950  1/ 

1,600 

3,900 

a/7,100 

:^5,000 

£/  5,100 

25,800  ^9  8.,  500 

• 

3-6„600 

1951  1/ 

1,100 

3,300 

6 ,600 

26 ,000 

4,300 

27,000:  68,300 

3/ 

V  Preliminary, 

2j  Revised. 

_3/  Not  yet  available. 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of 
official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  U,  S.  Foreign  Service 
officers,  results  of  office  research  and  other  information. 
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official  statistics  for  tho  6  months,  plus  trade  ost-'’.ms.tG3  for  the 
balance  of  the  season  to  June  1,  indicate  that  about  7'^, 000  short  tons 
have  been  moved  into  international  trade.  This  export  tonnage  from 
September  1,  I95O  to  June  1,  1951  represents  about  66  percent  of  the  ' 
available  supply  at  tho  start  of  the  season.  Italy  is  estimated  to  have 
exported  the  phenomenal  voiumo  of  41,000  tons,  or  5?  percent  of  tho 
total  moved  into  international  trade  or  38  percent  of' the  available 
oroi^  almond  supply  for  I95O-5I.  Spain  naturally  was  the  second  largest 
exporter  of  almonds  v;ith  an  estimated  19,500  tons  or  37  percent  of  the 
total  exports  in  the  Mediterranean, 


/I  •  Germany  appears  to  have  been  the  most  important  buyer  of 

Mediterranean  almonds  follov/od  by  the  United  Kingdom,  Denmark,  a./itzor- 
land  and  France.  The  United  States  imports  from  September  1,  1950  to 
April  30  1951  totalled  5,483  short  tons,  of  vjhich  Italy  supplied  4,254 

ons,  and  Spain  1,120  tons,  v;ith  tho  balance  from  the  sm.aller  producing 
coun  addition  to  the  above  United  States  imports  for  consump- 

lon  to  the  end  of  April  there  are  bonded  v/arohouse  stocks  and  the 

United  States  also  imported  I42  tons  of  unshollcd  of 
which  135  tons  vrere  Spanish  Mollares  and  the  balance  from  Italy. 

The  1951-52  export  season  is  still  a  littlo  over  2  months  awav  and 
K  considered  in  evaluating  the  marketing 

he  1951  harvest.  The  availaole  supply  of  foreign  shelled  almonds'at 
he  beginning  of  the  ner;;  season,  while  considerably  below  those  of  last 
year,  nevortholcss  arc  about  average  for  the  Mediterranean  and  adequate 


for  normal  demand.  This  is  esnecial! 


.y  so  in  viev;  of  the  larger  fil- 


sr - Vj.'.*.,;  Vliw  XClJ.  i 

or  crops  nov;  reported  in  the  making.  Barring  major  political  and 
conomical  upsets,  most  exporters  in  these  6  countries  expect  no  serious 
?ie  the  1951  harvest  and  stocks  remaining  from 

qfin^r  acxive  1950-51  export  season  now  closing  is 

will  cJntfnn-^'"  exporters  abroad,  many  of  whom  foel  the  boom 

bocauq-  nr  tT  general  feeling  among  exporters  abroad  that 

o?  qnn  ^^Ported  larger  1951  California  crop  and  heavy  imnorts 

the  Unit-d^q?  available  in  the  1951-52  season  in 

cne  united  States  will  bo  more  than  adequate  and  there  will  be  little 

p----  ot  Zli.r- 

^  California  nuts  will  have  a  considerable  effect  on  the  pro- 
bablu  imports.  HMlo  it  is  much  too  early  to  ooment  on  prices  foHho 

•iill  ho  TiT’  thinking  in  some  countries  is  that  thorS 

but^th4  change  in  prices  oyor  those  noi;  being  quoted 

stLIg!  ■'  increase  slightly  if  the  demand  coltlnuos 


FFUJ'TCE 

is  1  ?'nn  ^951  preliminary  forecast  of  shelled  almond  production  in  Franco 
1,100  short  tons  compared  v;lth  1,600  tons  in  1950  and  300  tons  in 
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1949.  The  forecast  cxooods  the  10-ycar  (1940-49)  and  5-year  (1945-49) 
average  of  700  tons  by  57  percent. 

The  grov/ing  vjGathor  so  far  this  s  ason  has  boon  favorable,  although 
light  frosts  in  April  did  nominal  damage.  Rainfall  so  far  !ias  been  in 
excess  of  that  of  last  year  and  is  expected  to  size  the  nuts  bettor  than 
a  year  ago.  The  decline  in  production  follovrs  last  year's  heavy  crop 
and  is  attributed  to  the  fact  that  this  is  the  off-year  in  the  production 
cycle. 


The  stocks  of  French  produced  almonds  remaining  in  the  country  on 
Ilay  15,  are  estimated  to  total  about  200  short  tons,  shelled  basis. 

In  addition  to  domestic  almonds  still  in  gro-’^rs  liands  there  are  another 
200  tons  in  the  hands  of  the  trade,  most  of  vdiich  arc  probably  imported 
from  Italy. 

France  hns  for  many  years  been  a  not  importer  of  almonds  but  also 
exports  them.  The  sma.ll  domestic  production  is  insufficient  to  take 
care  of  its  needs.  During  the  1950-51  marketing  year  io  tha  cr^d  of 
April  an  estimated  7,700  short  tons  of  almonds  mere  imported.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  French  customs  statistics  include  bitter  almonds.  The  Trade 
ostimates  that  there  were  about  500  tons  of  bitters  iraporthd  to  date, 
v.diich  leaves  7,200  tons  of  wceot  aliponds. 

The  removal  of  import  restrictions  on  Italian  almonds  in  August 
1950  mado  it  possiblo  for  substantial  imports  from  that  country  and 
Italian  almonds  ha.vo  dominated  tho  French  market  all  season.  Imports 
from  Italy  for  the  period  totalled  4,73^  short  tons  or  62  porcont  of 
tho  total, 

Spain  v;as  umblo  to  compoto  in  tho  French  ma.rkGt  until  prices  icero 
adjusted  downivard  in  January  1951  to  a  competitive  level  v/ith  the  Italian 
nuts.  During  tho  period  Soptembor  1,  1950  ’to  April  30,  1951,  Spain  was 
able  to  sell  Franco  only  636  short  tons.  French  Morocco  was  tho  source 
of  1,368  tons  and  Portugal  46I  tons.  The  balance  of  tho  French  imports 
originated  in  Algeria,  Tunisia  and  olscwhorc. 

Franco  was  able  to -export  only  I38  tons  of  almonds  which  wore  mostly 
to  its  colonics  and  Egypt.  The  competition  from  Italy  principally  and 
Spain  mado  it  difficult  to  export  French  almonds  this  season. 

On  Dfey  15  the  following  prices  wore  being  nuotod  in  Marsoillo  on 
various  types  of  altaonds; 


Shelled  Si'/eet  Almonds 

United 

States  Dollars 

per  pound 

Domestic,  unseloct 

f.o.b,  Marseille 

.41 

Domestic,  select 

f.o.b.  Marseille 

.49 

Spanish,  unsclect 

Franco-Span ish  fre'ntior 

.36 

Spanish,  select 

„  tt  tf 

.43 

Italian,  unsclect  (Bari) 

Franco- Italian  frontier 

.39 

Italian,  Avolas,  select 

«i  tf  ft 

.47 

Italian,  broken 

ft  ft  ft 

.34 

Portuguese  Faros 

C  &  F  Marseille 

.37 

Moroccan 

C.I.F,  Marseille 

.3B 

Tunisian 

C.I.F,  Marseille 

.36 

The  French  almond  dealers,  while  somev^hat  displeased  by  lock  of 
exports,  were  generally  vjoll  satisfied  with  their  actiTitics  during  the 
season.  The  demand  for  both  domestic  and  imported  nuts  held  up  vjoll  all 
season.  The  Trade  expects  the  1951-52  season  to  be  an  active  one  with  sub¬ 
stantial,  although  smr.llar,  imports  than  the  season  nov;  clbsing.  In  view  of  ti 
smaller  Mediterranean  Basin  almond  crops  it  believes  a  slight  increase 
in  price  probablj?-  will  occur  this  fall  for  now-crop  nuts, 

FREMCH  MOROCCO 


The  preliminary  forecast  for  1951  French  Moroccan  shelled  almond 
production  is  3»300  short  tons  compared  v;ith  3}900  tons  in  1959  and  3,300 
tons  in  1949.  The  forecast  exceeds  the  lO-year  (1940-49)  average  of 
2,100  tons  by  57  percent  and  the  5-year  (1945-49)  average  of  2,700  tons 
by  22  percent, 

Grov^ring  conditions  so  far  this  season  are  reported  to  have  been 
somewhat  spotty.  In  m.ost  areas  blossoming  occurred  under  favorable  con¬ 
ditions;  hovjovor,  some  frost  damo.go  was  rjported  in  the  Tiznit  area. 

In  late  March  some  frost  damage  vxas  reported  in  Oujda  and  Mcknes  areas. 
The  temperatures  during  the  spring  vjorc  abnormally  low  and  the  rains, 
while  adequate,  were  later  than  usual.  Growers  believe  that  the  lovj 
temperatures  and  late  ra.ins  will  retard  the  harvest  by  about  a  month. 

The  Trade  believes  it  vjill  not  bo  in  a  position  to  export  shelled  nuts 
before  October, 

According  to  thu  best  available  information,  all  of  the  1950  harvest 
and  any  from  previous  years  that  might  have  been  available  during  the 
1950-51  marketing  season  have  boon  sold.  At  the  beginning  of  the  season 
it  was  rbportod  that  no  stocks  from  the  previous  seasons  remained.  This 
information  apparently  was  not  correct  as  it  appears  a  few  hmidred  tons 
entered  the  market  during  the  season. 

Exports  during  the  1950-51  Sv^ason  to  the  end  of  March  1951  totalled 
3,793  short  tons,  shelled  basis.  Germany  was  the  nrincipal  destination 
with  1,647  tons,  the  United  Kingdom  next  with  1,115  tons,  folloived  by 
Franco  with  930  tons.  The  balance  wont  to  various  other  countries.  The 
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United  States  is  sliovm  -r;3  th'^  destination  for  77  tens  during  Decenibor 
1950*  This  export  price  for  Moroccan  almonds  i-cmaincd  fairly  stable  from 
the  opening  of  the  season  until  December,  after  yjhich  it  increased 
steadily  until  the  end  of  Februray  at  which  time  the  crop  vras  practically 
entirely  sold  out.  Even  though  the  opening  of  the  1951-52  season  is  still 
several. months  off,  members  of  the  trade  are  optimistic  about  the  export 
prospects  for  the  season.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  United  Kingdom, 
Germany. and  France  will  again  buy  most  of  the  exportable  surplus.  Some 
exporters  believe  they  may  be  able  to  offer  prices  sufficiently  attractive 
to  make  a  fovj  sales  in  the  United  States  this  fall.  This  seems  to  bo 
rather  optimistic  since  no  idea  of  nev;  crop  prices  can  bo  had  at  this  tim.e, 

IRAK 


The  1951  preliminary  forccccst  of  shelled  almnnd  production  in  Iran 
is  6,600  short  tons  compared  viith  7,100  tons  (revised)  in  1950  and  7,700 
tons  in  1949.  The  forecast  is  equal  to  the  10-ycar  (1940-49)  average 
but  is  about  6  percent  belov:  the  5-yQar  (1945-49)  average  of  7,000  tons. 

The  growing  conditions  this  season  to  date  vrorc  slightly  loss  favor¬ 
able  than  those  of  the  previous  season.  There  was  normal  rainfall  during 
January  and  February  but  March  y.'as  dry  and  warm.  The  ’winter  was  milder 
than  usual  and  blossoming  generally  started  earlier  than  usual.  There 
was  some  freezing  vn'nthcr  in  April  and  some  loss  of  almonds;  however, 
present  information  indicates  the  loss  was  not  serious.  Beneficial  rains 
occurred  in  April  and  May  and  have  riiadc  up  for  the  lack  of  rain  in  Iferch, 

As  the  I95O-5I  marketing  season  comes  to  a  close  it  is  estimated 
some  2,200  short  tons  of  the  195'-5  harvest  remained  unsold,  A  part  of 
this  tonnage  vjill  no  doubt  bo  disposed  of  by  the  time  novj-crop  nuts  arrive 
on  the  market  this  fall.  The  previous  marketing  season  closed  vjith  an 
estimcited  1,300  short  tons. 

The  domestic  consumption  during  the  1950-51  season  to  date  is  osti- 
mcutcd  to  have  totalled  about  3,300  short  tons.  Exports  during  the  first 
6  months  of  the  season  based  in  part  on  official  statistics  totalled  about 
2,468  short  tons,  shelled  basis.  This  assumes  40  percent  v;erc  shelled 
and  60  percent  unshellcd.  There  have  boon  additional  exports  in  the  last 
3  months;  ha/ev.n’,  estiriiutes  as  to  the  quantity  are  not  available.  Pakistan 
vias  the  principal  buyer  of  Iranian  almonds  during  the  season  with  a  total 
of  3,277  short  tons  of  shelled  and  imshelled  combined  and  India  was  second 
vjith  909  tons.  Sm.all  lots  wore  exported  to  8  other  coun.tries.  During 
the  1949-50  miarkoting  season  4,080  short  tons  of  shelled  and  unshelled 
(combined)  WL,re  exported  compared  with  4,486  tons  for  the  first  half  of  the 
I95O-5I  season.  On  May  I6  the  f.o.b,  price  at  Khorrajnshar  v;as  about  42 
United  States  cents  per  pound 0 


ITALY 


Tho  1951  prolirninary  forecast  of  Tolled  almond  production  in  ^  a  y 
is  26,000  short  tons,  shollod  basis,  compared  with  55,000  tons  (revised) 
in  1950  and  24,300  tons  ii  1949.  The  forecast  is  11 

the  lO-yoar  (1940-49)  average  of  29,200  tons  and  25  percent  loss  than  the 
5-yoar  (1945-49)  average  )f  34,600  tons.  The  production  in  o  ri  ^ 
trict  is  forecast  at  13,9  '0  short  tons  compared  with  36,300  tons  (revised) 
in  1950.  In  Sicily  prose  it  prospects  indicate  a  production  of  about  i^, 
short  tons  compared  with  18,700  tons  in  1950.  The  Avola  crop  will  on  y 
bo  about  35  percent  as  L  rge  as  last  year.  The  1950  production  in  c.  y 
was  tho  largest  on  recor''.. 


The  1951  almond  ere  p,  following  tho  largest  one  on  record,  vms  ox- 
pectod  to  bo  considcrab  .y  smaller.  The  forecast  is  slightly  less  th^n 
half  of  last  yearns  roe  ird.  In  tho  Bari  district  blossoming  was  much 
lighter  than  last  year  with  only  a  light  sot  of  nuts  reported  in  moso  of 
the  area,  Tho  woathor  generally'’  was  favorable  v/ith  rrany  cool,  rain;'', 
days.  There  was  litt:  o  if  any  frost  damage  during  blossoming.  Tho  ^ 

weather  in  Sicily  was  loss  favorable  with  strong  vjinds  and  some  fros  in 
March  which  is  report jd  to  have  caused  considerable  damage.  In  both  dis 
tricts  tho  nuts  are  f xpected  to  run  to  larger  sizes  than  last  year  w  ic 
moans  relatively  few  5r  ”bar  type”  nuts  ooing  available. 


On  Juno  1  it  vv  .s  ostir.iatod  that  only  about  7,000  tons  of  tho  1950 
harvest  rcimined  in  all  of  Italy.  This  represents  only  13  percent  of  tho 
1950  harvest  or  12  percent  of  the  available  supplies  at  tho  beginning 
of  the  1950-51  sea  ,on.  The  1949  crop  carried  ovor  into  tho  1950-51 
season  was  estimated  to  have  totalled  only  1,800  short  tons.  Tho  carry¬ 
over  from  tho  195f  harvest  in  Bari  is  estimated  at  5,000  tons  and  in 
Sicily  2,000  tons.  The  bulk  of  the  7,000  ton  carry-over  on  Juno  1  is 
in  th^  hands  of  growers  in  both  districts  and  mostly  still  unshcllcd. 

V/hon  the  short  c: -op  for  1951  became  apparent,  ms-ny  grov/ers  decided  to  hold 
for  higher  prices, 

Tho  1950-54  export  season  probably  will  be  recorded  as  one  of  the 
best  evur  experienced  by  Italy.  The  season  started  last  fall  with  more 
than  tho  usual  amount  of  confusion  and  vrith  2  definito  price  trend  rever¬ 
sals  in  loss  f  lan  2  months.  At  the  start  of  tho  new  season  gloom  prevails 
in  view  of  tho  record  crop  and  prices  sagged  badly.  Tho  outbreak  of 
hostilitios  ir  Korea  and  anxiety  over  the  world’s  political  situation 
changed  this  utuation  in  September  and  prices  began  to  rise.  .Exports 
moved  at  an  a -.most  unprecedented  pace.  According  to  one  source,  19,8 
short  tons  of  shelled  nuts  were  exported  in  September  and  October,  or 
about  36  percent  of  tho  crop. 

The  off  .cial  Italian  export  statistics  show  that  37,028  short  tons 
of  shelled  e  imonds  vjoro  exported  from  September  1,  195®  "to  February  ,  95  . 


There  v/cro  2,966  short  tons  of  unshcllcd  exported  during  tho  sane  period. 
These  statistics  indicate  that  19,290  tons  vjcrc  exported  from  Bari  and  the 
balance  from  Naples  and  Sicily.  In  April  and  May  Sicily  exported  another 
1,642  tons.  Bari  also  had  a  substantial  export  during  tho  March-May  period. 
On  tho  basis  of  tho  information  available  at  this  time  it  appo'^rs  some 
41,000  short  tons  shelled  basis  vjoro  exported  from  September  1,  1950  to 
Juno  1,  1951.  This  represents  72  percent  of  the  cstimp.tad  1950  harvest 
plus  carry-over  from  1949.  Tho  exports  during  tho  1950-51  season  as  in¬ 
dicated  at  this  tii.io  are  34  percent  greater  than  tho  1930-39  average 
production  of  30,500.  The  1949-50  season’s  total  exports  wore  25,403 
short  tons  of  shelled  almonds. 

Official  export  statistics  are  available  only  to  the  end  of  February 
1951.  Those  indicate  VJestern  Germany  purchased  20,710  short  tons  of  the 
37,028  exported  at  that  tiiiio  or  56  percent  of  the  total.  The  United 
Kingdom  mas  second  mith  5,443  tons,  follo\;od  by  Franco  with  4,015  tons; 
Switzerland  3,290  tons  and  the  United  States  v.;ith  2,872  tons.  United 
States  import  statistics  for  tho  period  shovj  3,937  tons  vjgvq  imported 
from  Italy.  The  larger  figure  shovm  in  the  United  States  statistics  is 
explained  by  v;ithdrawals  from  bonded  ivarohousos  of  nuts  imported  before 
September  1951  (from  1949  harvest)  and  by  sales  through  third  countries. 

During  the  second  half  of  hlay  export  price  f.o.b.  Bari  for  Prima, 

Bari  were  $84.80  to  $89  per  220  pounds  depending  on'^/arious  factors.  Un- 
shellod  were  quoted  at  $22  to  $27,  same  basis.  la  Sicily  at  the  same  time 
P.  G.  almonds  \;oro  quoted  around  $84.50  and  bai'-typc  at  $93  f.o.b.  Sicilian 
ports  per  220  pounds.  Western  Germany  stopped  purchasing  heavily  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  but  at  tho  same  time  tho  British  stopped  up  tiicir  purchases  and 
there  was  little  change  in  export  prices.  The  foreign  demand  which  had 
been  unusually  heavy  from  September  to  May  is  nov;  slackening. 

Tho  I95I-52  marketing  year  is  still  3  months  off;  hoxvcvcr,  the  Trade 
is  already  making  plans  for  tho  coming  campaign.  Exporters  are  reported 
hopeful  that  the  strong  demand  from  Western  Germany,  England  and  France 
will  continue  during  tho  next  season.  In  viev/  of  tho  reported  large 
California  crop,  fewer  exports  to  the  United  States  arc  expected.  The 
prices  for  tho  coming  crop  are  expected  to  remain  reascnablo  even  though 
there  is  a  short  crop.  At  the  end  of  l&xy,  it  vjas  reported  some  Sicilian  ex¬ 
porters  tentatively  offering  P.G.  1951  crop  nuts  at  around  $80  f.o.b. 

Sicilian  ports  per  220  pounds.  The  Trade  in  Sicily  believes  this  price  will 
reach  $84  before  long.  Bari  exporters,  recalling  some  imf ortunate  experience) 
in  forv'^ard  sales  of  last  year,  have  been  reluctant  to  nicakc  offers  for  the 
1951  crop.  Reliable  exporters  in  Bari  are  reported  refusing  to  even 
consider  fon/ard  sales  this  year.  In  general,  Italian  exporters  believe 
the  improved  supply  of  filberts  in  tho  Mediterranean  this  year,  larger 
California  crop,  heavy  stocks  in  European* consuming  countries  of  1950 
crop  almonds  and  the  uncertain  world  political  situation  v:ill  prevent  an 
increase  over  present  1950  crop  prices.  Italian  grovr  rs,  as  usual  v;hen  a 
short  crop  is  in  prospect,  are  thinking  in  terms  of  higher  prices  and  may 
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be  reluctant  to  sell  until  the  need  of  cash  makes  it  necessary,  If  the 
world  political  situation  worsens,  grow  ’-rs  probably  v^ill  bo  inclined  te 
hold  almonds  in  preference  to  cash  as  was  the  case  during  vforld  War  II* 

No  difficulty  Is  expected  in  exporting  the  entire  1951  harvest  and  carry* 
over* 

3PQRTUGAL 

The  1951  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  production  in  Portugal 
is  4*300  short  tons  co^jrpared  with  5*100  short  tons  (revised)  for  1950 
and  4,200  tons  for  1949.  The  estimate  is  almost  t^vice  as  large  as  the 
10*year  (I94O-49)  average  of  2,200  tons  and  more  than  fv/iec  as  largo  as 
the  5*"year  (1945'‘49)  average  of  2,800  tons*  It  is  estimated  the  Algarve 
district  v;ill  have  about  3,600  tons  and  the  remainder  vfill  be  in  Douro, 

It  is  reported  nuts  in  both  districts  are  sizing  well* 

On  June  1,  it  was  estimated  only  600  short  tons  remained  from  the 

1950  harvest  of  which  most  v/ere  in  Algarve,  The  Trade  reports  most,  if 
not  all,  of  tho  present  stocks  probably  v;ill  be  sold  foT  export  before 
new-crop  nuts  arrive  on  the  market  this  fall. 

During  tho  1950-51  export  season  to  May  1,  1951*  ^  total  of  3*956 
short  tons  wero  exported  compared  with  2,763  tons  for  the  same  period 
the  previous  soason.  The  United  Kingdom  was  the  principal  destination 
this  season  with  2,031  tons,  follovjod  by  Belgium  with  523  tons  and  France 
with  194  tons,  Tho  United  States  v;as  tho  destination  for  only  89  short 

tons  and  Canada  I76  tons,  Thor©  v;ero  697  short  tons  of  unshellcd  almonds 

exported  during  this  period,  mostly  to  Brazil,  France,  and  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Belgium, 

The  "price  structure  during  most  of  the  season  has  been  strong.  In 
January  1951  C-F  European  port  prices  were  75  to  79  IMltcd  States  cents 
per  2,2  pounds.  Those  rose  in  February  to  93  to  95  cents  and  finally  in 
May  fell  back  to  87  cents. 

The  1951*'52  season  is  expected  to  bo  a  good  one  by  most  exporters* 

The  smaller  Italian  crop,  small  carry-over  stocks  in  most  countries  and 
the  continued  interest  by  western  European  nations,  principally  England | 
Belgium  and  France,  arc  expected  to  make  a  good  market,  A  trade  agreement 
v;ith  Belgium  provides  for  that  country  purchasing  l,lfiO  short  tons  of 
shelled  almonds,  or  about  one- fourth  of  the  expcictcd  harvest,  There  ate 
also  other  trade  agreoments  which  will  take  additional  tonnages,  Tho 
free  importation  of  nuts  In  the  United  Kingdom  is  expected  to  result  in 
large  purchases  by  that  country, 


The  1951  preliminary  foroenst  of  shelled  almond  production  in  Spain 
is  27j000  short  tons  compared  v*ith  25,600  tons  in  1950  and  21,900  tons  in  1949, 


10 


The  forecast  exceeds  the  10-ycar  (1943-49)  overage  of  24,100  tons  by  12 
percent  and  the  5-ycar  (1945-49)  average  of  23,100  tons  by  17  percent. 

The  forecast  by  districts  is  as  follov/s:  Malaga  5,330  tons,  Valencia  9,400; 
Tarragona  7,000  and  Mallorca  5,300  tons.  The  final  ostimte  for  these 
districts  for  1950  were  as  follov/s:  I>/Ialaga  6,100  tons,  Valencia  7,200 
tons,  Tarragona  7,700  tons  and  Mallorca  7,700  tons.  The  lialaga.  district 
includes  Malaga,  .Qranada,.  JU.maria  _and- Huelva  provinces.  The  Valencia 
district  includes  Albaccte,  Alicante,  Castcllon,  Murcia  and  Valencia ' pro¬ 
vinces  and  the  Tarragona  district  includes  Tarragona,  Lerida,  Huesca, 

Tcruel  and,  ^.ragosa  provinces.  Provinces  not  specifically  mentioned  adove 
arc  included  in  the  districts  tiirough  v/hich  the  largest  part  of  their 
production  is  marketed.  The  forocast  for  the  production  of  soft-shelled 
Mollaros  in  Tarragona  is  3,500  short  tons,  unshelled,  compared  with  2,600 
tons  in  1950, 

'  r  ’  • 

Growing  condition's  in  the  Spanish  almond  areas  so  far  this  season, 
according  to  available  inf ormat Lon ,  have  been  rather  spotty  but  in  general 
fairly  satisfactory  as  indicate!,  by  the  forecast  for,  the  new  crop,  A 
small  amount  of  frost  daiTiage  is  reported  from  Alicante,  Rains  all  season 
in  the  entire  area  have  been  ample  and  according  to  some  sources  the  trees 
have  made  a  remarkable  comc-bacic  from  the  drought  of  last  season.  Growers 
report  it  will  bo  at  least  anot ner  season  before  the  trees  recover  their 
1949  production  capacity.  In  1  illorca  the  foi’ccast  is  somev/hat  smaller 
because  this  district  has  hod  J  rather  large  crops  in  succession.  Grov/ers 
in  Mallorca  report  a  light  set  of  nuts.  The  size  of  this  year’s  kernels 
is  not  expected  to  be  large  because  of  the  larger  crop  and  the  effects  of 
last  summer’s  drought.  The  epur  lity  is  expected -to  be  very  good. 

On  June  1,  it  was  estima  ted  that  5,400  short  tons,  shelled  basis, 
of  the  1950  harvest  reinaincd  unsold  in  all  of  Spain,  This  represents 
about  21  percent  of  the  1950  harvest.  At  the  same  time  last  year  it  was 
estimated  3,300  tons  v/cro  available  from,  the  1949  crop.  The  bulk  of  the 
estimated  stocks  remaining  at  this  time  arc  in  the  hands  of  grov/ers.  Ex¬ 
porters  gc.n|crally  are  said  to  have  very  .small  stocks  on  hand  and  in  most 
cases  these  are  bing  prepared  for  export,  _ _ - 

Mallorca  is  reported  still  to  iiave  an  ostirnated  2,700  short  tons, 
Valencia  1,100  tons,  Tarragona  1,200  tons  and  Malaga  4OO  tons.  Leading 
exporters  in  some  districts  report  difficulties  in  securing  supplies  from 
grov/ers,  contrary  to  opinions  expressed  by  somo  foreigners. 

The  official  export  statistics  for  the  1950-51  season  are  available 
for  the  first  6  months  only.  The  exports  for  this  period  totalled  12,638 
short  tons  of  shelled  and  unshelled  nuts  combined  or  about  49  percent  of  the 
harvest.  The  bulk  of  the  exports  v/ero  shelled  nuts.  According  to 
i /format i VC  sources,  about  7,100  tons  of  shelled  and  550  tons  of  unshelled 
■r'''vc  been  exported  since  February  1,  1951*  This  makes  an  estimated  total 
export  of  shelled  nuts  of  nrobably  19,500  tons  and  1,000  tons  of  Mollaros, 
The  total  exported  during  the  entire  1949-50  season  vra's  only  15,838  short 
tons  and  in  1948-49  it  v’as  17,237,  according  to  official  statistics.  This 
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season’s  exports  to  date  represent  about  76  percent  of*  the  1950  harvest* 

The  United  Kingdom  was  by  far  the  largest  buycl*  of  Spanish  almonds 
this  season.  During  the  first  half  of  the  season  6,941  short  tons  wero 
exported  to  the  United  Kingdom,  compared  vrith  940  tons  to  the  United 
States,  886  tans  to  Denmark,  624  tons  to  S\,7itzcrland,  3|247  tons  to  all 
other  destinations.  According  to  United  States  import  statistics  912 
short  tons  wore  received  from  Spain  during  this  period. 

The  exports  from  February  1,  1951  "tc  date  have  gone  largely  to  tho 
United  Kingdom,  Germany,  Si'/eden  and  the  Netherlands  with  a  few  parcels 
to  the  United  States,  About  5OO  tons  of  unshclled  v/ero  exported  during 
this  period  to  India,  Brazil  and  Egypt,  Tho  export  demand  foil  off 
sharply  by.  tho  ond  of  May,  Exporters  generally  expect  to  make  few  export 
sales  for  the  next  2  or  3  months,  Tho  export  trade  v:ith  tho  United  States 
had  boon  almost  none  existent  since  January  1949;  hovrever,  countervailing 
duties  vjoro  removed  by  the  United  States  on  November  15 >  1950  and  trade 
was  resumed  at  a  lively  pace.  In  January  1951  v;cll-inf ormed  Spanish  ex¬ 
porters  vTore  predicting  0x00 rts  to  the  United  States  v;ould  roa.ch  2,200 
short  tons  by  tho  ond  of  tho  season.  According  to  preliminary  figures 
United  States  imports  for  consumption  of  shelled  almonds  from  Spain  to 
ISay  1  totalled  only  1,200  short  tons  and  233  tons  of  unsholled  mollaros. 
There  were  an  estimated  50  tons  in  bonded  v/arohouscs  in  tho  United  States 
on  May  1,  It  is  reported  an  additional  small  tonnage  is  still  afloat  or 
has  not  yet  boon  shipped  from  Spain,  While  coriiplotc  figures  for  the  season 
to  date  are  not  yet  available,  it  appears  probable  that  tho  total  will 
fall  far  short  of  tho  2,200  tons  estimated, 

Tho  official  Spanish  export  prices  established  b*’’  tho  Ministry  of 
Industry  and  Commerce  on  February  22,  1951  remained  unchanged  by  June  1, 
1951.  Representative  f.o.b.  Spanish  port  per  220  pounds  prices  are  as 
follows:  Unscloct  Valencia  $81,  selected  Valencia  $88  and  select  Jordan 
$99 •  The  foregoing  prices  were  not  exactly  competitive  v;ith  Italian  and 
other  Mediterranean  almonds  and  this  appears  to  have  had  an  adverse  effect 
on  Spanish  exports  to  the  United  States.  Exporters  complained  to  the 
authorities  and  finally  official  minimum  export  prices  for  bitter  and  broken 
almonds  wore  reduced  on  May  9>  1951»  The  price  of  filberts  was  reduced  on 
May  8,  1951*  These  reductions  gave  0.  small  measure  of  relief  to  tho  ex¬ 
porters  of  the  commodities  concerned. 

The  Spanish  almond  industry  has  for  some  years  been  regulated  by  the 
Government,  Exporters  have  generally  found  such  controls  burdensome  and 
having  a  tendency  to  restrict  their  competitive  position  in  tho  highly 
competitive  world  market,  A  number  of  mootings  have  been  hold  bctv/ccn 
exporters,  growers  and  Government  officials,  the  most  recent  at  the  end 
of  May  in  which  the  Trade  sought  the  removal  of  such  restrictions.  At 
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present  there  are  some  who  believe  that  the  Government  might  reduce  the 
present  official  minimum  export  prices  on  the  remaining  1950  crop;  horvevor, 
nothing  official  has  y^^t  been  received  in  this  connection,  Tho  1951 
markoting  regulations  and  prices  will  not  bo  available  for  somo  months, 

Tho  domestic  market  has  boon  good  most  of  tho  season,  according  to 
all  trade  sources,  and  my  absorb  a  substantial  part  of  tho  present  carry¬ 
over  before  n^w-crop  nuts  arrive  on  the  market  this  fall, 

Tho  candy-manufacturing  industry  is  estimated  to  have  usod  about 
1,600  tons  for  Turron  and  similar  candids.  It  would  havo  used  still  more 
except  that  tho  supply  of  suga.r  was  small  and  tho  Government  restricted 
the  use  of  it  for  candy.  The  manufacture  of  almond  oil  vjas  permitted  this 
season,  provided  tho  oil  was  for  export;  hov/ovor,  price  facters  discouraged 
this  practice.  The  quantity  of  almonds  actually  used  for  oil  this  soason 
is  not  known.  It  is  doubtful  whether  black  market  operations  in  almond 
oil  was  carried  out,  as  it  is  reported  olive  oil  vns  cheaper  than  almond 
oil,  and  is  preferred  by  Spanish  people. 

The  present  outlook  for  the  1951-52  Spanish  marketing  year  is  rather 
confused.  Growers  are  dissatisfied  with  the  official  prices  sot  for  thoir 
almonds  and  aro  inclined  to  hold  back.  Tho  export  regulations  and  prices 
for  tho  new  year  are  still  some  ways  off  v?ith  present  prices  too  high  to 
attract  much  further  export  business.  The  smaller  crop  in  Italy  and  olse- 
vihere  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin  might  divert  some  European  business  to 
Spain  in  the  coming  season.  Exporters,  believe  that  the  large  California 
crop  will  tend  to  restrict  United  States  purchases  more  or  loss  to  specialty 
types.  The  continued  unsettled  political  situation  leaves  considerable 
doubt  as  to  whether  the  European  countries  will  repeat  thoir  heavy  buying 
of  tho  season  nov;  closing. — By  Ualter  R,  Schroiber,  based  in  part  upon 
U,  S,  Foreign  Service  reports. 
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UNITED  STATUS:  Imports  for  consumption  of  shelled  and  \mshelled  almonds 


(Crop  year,  September-August) 


Average : 

1940-41/1949-50 

1945-46/1949-50 

Annual : 

1945- 46 

1946- 47 

1947- 48 

1948- 49 

1949- 50 

1950- 51  1/ 


TJT'TSKELLED 


Year 

French 

Morocco 

Italy 

Portugal 

Spain 

Other 

co'mtries 

Total 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

tons 

tons 

tons 

SUEI 

tons 

LED 

tons 

tons 

Average: 

1940-41/1949-50 

18 

1,290 

518 

2,553 

174 

4,553 

4,900 

1945-46/1949-50 

26 

2,561 

238 

2,030 

45 

Annual: 

73 

1945-46 

28 

1,508 

688 

7,140 

1946-47 

34 

2,054 

187 

950 

76 

3,301 

1947-48 

27 

4,179 

98 

1,305 

26 

6,135 

1948-49 

0 

4,370 

206 

255 

47 

4,878 

1949-50 

41 

695 

10 

1 

747 

1950-51  y 

71 

4,376 

40 

1,199 

y 

5,606 

0 

2 

3  : 

100 

1 

106 

0 

3 

0  : 

82 

2 

87 

0 

0 

0  : 

263 

5 

268 

0 

6 

0 

145 

6 

157 

0 

9 

0  : 

0 

y 

9 

0 

0 

2 

2/ 

0  : 

0  : 

0 

0 

y 

1 

y 

3 

0 

“  6 

0  : 

135 

0 

141 

y  8  months,  September  through  April. 

2/  Less  than  one-half  ton. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Btrreau  of  the  Census, 
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PN  9-51  Tune  25,  1951 

BRAZIL  inJT  EBTIIvIALE  LJORFASED 

According  to  a  May  24  report  the  estimate  of  the  1951  Brazil  nut 
harvest  has  been  nlaced  at  33  .-000  short  tons,,  uns.helled  basis,  com¬ 
pared  with  23,200  tons  in  1950  a.nd  35  ,,400  tons  in  1949o  The  present 
estimate  ejcceeds  the  10- year  \  1940- 49 <  avei-age  or  22,000  tons  by 
50  percent  and  the  5-yenr  il945-.49‘  evera.ge  of  23,300  tons  by  39  per¬ 
cent,,  By  districts  the  expected  harvest  is  as  follows:  Belem,  18,150 
short  tons,  Manaus  13,750  tons,  Itacoatiara  660  and  Parintins  440  tons. 

There  was  considerable  doubt  a  raonth  ago  as  to  the  present  harvest 
and  the  estimates  were  lowered  bec.ause  of  the  lovf  water  in  streams  in 
the  upper  Amazon.  Ample  water  is  now  reported  and  nuis  are  arriving  in 
good  volume  at  export  centers.  There  are  some  v;ho  believe  if  the  present 
movement  of  nuts  from  the  interior  continues  the  harvest  vrill  be  about 
10  percent ' higher  than  the  present  estimate.  This  could  mean  a  total 
harvest  of  over  36,000  tons. 

Available  information  indicates  about  12,300  short  tons  of  unshelled 
nuts  were  received  in  Belem  and  Manaus  from  the  interior  from  January  1 
to  the  end  of  April  1951»  The  arrivals  v;ere  about  equally  distributed 
between  the  tv,/o  ports.  A  year  ago  arrivals  for  the  same  period  totalled 
only  8,500  tons. 

According  to  available  statistics,  exports  from  Brazil  during  the 
first  4  months  of  1951  totalled  436  short  tons  of  shelled  and  1,808 
tons  of  unshelled.  These  statistics  indic-te  26l  short  tons  of  shelled 
and  2.66  tons  of  unshelled  were  exported  to  the  United  States;  19  tons 
shelled  and  1,002  tons  unshelled  to  England;  536  tons  unshelled  to 
Germany,  and  the  balance  to  other  countrios.  At  the  end  of  April  it  was 
estimated  about  2,200  tons  unshelled  bo.sis  wore  in  the  hands  of  exporters; 
however,  stocks  are  constantly  arrivin.g  from  the  interior  and  exports 
are  moving  out  continual.ly  so  t..at  this  figure  is  of  limited  significance. 

Exporters  are  optimistic  as  the  demand  has  been  good  and  the  continued 
rains  have  made  it  possible  to  bring  larger  quantities  from  the  interior, 
April  prices  f.o,b,  Brazil  are  reported  to  have  been  19  to  21  cents  per 
pound  for  unshelled  and  55  cents  for  shelledo  It  is  reported  that  VJest 
German  buyers  are  offering  60  cents  for  shelledo  --By  ’falter  R,  Schreiber, 
based  in  part. upon  United  States  Foreign  Service  Reports, 


BRAZIL  NUTS;  Estimated  commercial  production  in 

Brazil,  1951  v/ith  comparisons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 

Unshelled  basis 


Year 

Bolivia 

Brazil 

Total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Averages: 

1941-50 

1,000 

19,900 

20,900 

1946-50 

100 

27,100 

27,200 

Annual: 

1945 

100 

6 , 800 

6,900 

1946 

100 

27,500 

27,600 

1947 

100 

30,400 

30,500 

1943 

100 

18,900 

19,000 

1949 

200 

35,200 

35,400 

1950  1/ 

200 

23,200 

23,400 

1951  1/ 

200 

2/  33,000 

2/  33,200 

1/ Preliminary, 

_2/  Revised, 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.  Prepared  or  estimated 
on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  re¬ 
ports  of  U.  S.  Foreign  Service  officers,  results  of  office  re¬ 
search,  and  other  information, 

UNITED  STATES:  Imports  of  Brazil  nuts 
(Crop  year,  Septenber-August ) 


Year 

Average 

Annual 

1940/41- 

1949/51 

1945/46- 

1949/50 

1947-48 

1948-49 

1949-50 

1950-51 

1/ 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

V  SHELLED 

Brazil 

3,253 

3,761 

2,925 

2,990 

4,198 

1,725 

Other 

57 

7 

2/ 

10 

2 

16 

Total 

3,310 

3,768 

2,925 

3,000 

4,200 

1,741 

UiJSHELLED 

Brazil 

8,171 

11,061 

14,336 

12,462 

10,877 

649 

Other 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

14 

Total 

11,061 

14,33^ 

12,462 

10,877 

663 

I  -  ■  -  -  -  —  ^  ^  / 

V  8  months,  September  through  April. 

2J  Less  than  one-half  ton. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Cenaus. 
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INDIA  1951  CASHE17  CROP  ABOVE  AVERAGE 

The  1951  preliminary  estimate  of  cashew  production  in  India  in¬ 
cluding  Goa  is  50,400  short  tons  unshelled  basis  compared  with  56,000 
tons  (revised)  in  1950  and  38,900  tons  in  1949.  The  estimate  is  6  per¬ 
cent  above  the  10-year  (1940-49)  average  of  47>500  tons  and  is  less  than 
1  percent  above  the  5-year  (1945-49)  average  of  50,200  tons. 

The  estimate  for  1951  by  districts  is  as  follows:  Bombay  and  Goa, 
11,200  tons  and  South  India  39,200  tons.  These  estimates  relate  to  the 
nuts  actually  grown  in  India  and  Goa  and  should  not  be  confused  vjith  the 
total  output  of  shelled  cashes;  kernels  in  India  vjhich  includes  substantial 
quantities  of  African  nuts. 

The  present  estiinate  of  unshelled  cashev/  production  is  expected  to 
produce  about  12,600  tons  of  kernels  of  which  2,800  tons  v;ill  be  in  Bombay 
and  Goa  and  9,800  tons  in  South  India,  These  estimates  are  based  on  a 
4  to  1  shelling  ratio  generally  used  in  India,  In  addition  to  the  India 
cashews,  it  is  estimated  by  the  Trade  that  some  6l,600  short  tons  of  un¬ 
shelled  East  African  cashevjs  vjill  bo  imported  during  1951.  The  East 
African  imports,  if  they  materialize-,  should  produce  another  15,400  tons 
of  kernels.  The  total  supply  of  cashsv;  kernels  during  1951  therefore  is 
in  the  neighborhood  of  28,200  short  tons  or  the  equivalent  of  1,120,000 
cases  of  50  pounds  each. 

During  the  first  3  months  of  1951,  according  to  official  statistics, 
21,231  short  tons  of  unshelled  cashews  were  received  from  East  Africa^ 
South  India  received  20,346  tons  of  this  quantity  and  Bombay  the  remainder. 
During  the  second  half  of  1950  a  total  of  26,083  short  tons  of  unshelled 
were  imported  from.  East  Africa,  of  vjhich  25,320  v/sre  for  South  India  and 
the  balance  for  Bombay,  A  portion  of  the  26,038  tons  vjere  processed  and 
moved  into  export  channels  in  early  1951.  During  the  calendar  year  1950 
a  total  of  58,355  short  tons  was  imported  compared  v/ith  the  estimate  of 
imports  of  64,400  made  a  year  ago.  Adverse  vjeather  in  East  Africa  the 
second  half  of  1950  reduced  the  crop  and  the  quality  of  the  nuts. 

Exports  of  cashew  kernels  from  India  during  the  first  quarter  of 
1951  totalled  5,991  short  tons  or  the  equivalent  of  239,640  cases  of  50 
pounds  each.  South  India  supplied  5,826  tons  of  the  total  and  Bombay  the 
balance.  The  United  States  was  the  destination  for  4,275  short  tons  or 
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ItIDIA:  Cashew  nuts,  estiinated  product  ion,  1951 
w  1  til  c onpar i sons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Unshelled 


Year 

Bombay 
district  1/ 

South  India 

Total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  ton. 

Average: 

1940-49 

2/ 

2/ 

47,500 

1945-49 

11,300 

38,900 

50,200 

Annual : 

1945 

12,600 

46,200 

58,800 

1946 

16,800 

58,800 

75,600 

1947 

10,100 

16,800 

26,900 

194S 

11,800 

39,200 

51,000 

1949 

5,300 

33,600 

38,900 

1950  ^ 

11,200 

44,800 

56,000 

1951  3/ 

11,200 

39,200 

50,400 

1/  Includes  Goa, 

Tj  Not  available. 

_3/  Preliriiinary, 

0N71R,  USDA,  Prepared  or  estiinated  on  the  basis  of  official 
statistics  of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  United  States  foreign 
Service  officers,  results  of  office  research  and  other  inf orriiat ion. 
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171,000  cases  of  50  pounds  and  the  United  Kingdom  1,725  tons  or  49,000 
cases.  The  balance  were  exported  to  9  other  countries  of  which  Canada 
had  only  49  tons  {1,9^0  cases). 

During  the  second  half  of  1950  exports  from  India  totalled  15,725 
short  tons  of  kernels  (629,000  cases  of  50  pounds)  of  which  15,393  short 
tons  were  from  South  India.  The  United  States  was  the  destination  for 
12,608  short  tons  (504,320  cases).  The  United  Kingdom  was  the  next  most 
important  destination  for  exports  with  2,551  short  tons  (102,040  cases). 
Canada  vjas  a  minor  outlet  having  taken  only  183  tons  (7,320  cases).  Accord¬ 
ing  to  available  information,  a  total -of  22,107  short  tons  of  kernels 
were  exported  from  all  India  during  the  1950  calendar  year  of  which  17,910 
tons  (716,400  cases)  are  reported  exported  to  the  United  States, 

It  is  reported  that  after  a  period  of  ’’hectic  buying”  United  States 
buyers  are  shovjing  little  ihtere.st.  Betvjeen  August  1950  and  October  1950 
American  .'firms  are  reported  to  have  purchased  some  ^00,000  cases  for  ship¬ 
ment  between  December  1950  and  March  1951 •  The  heavy  buying  during  this 
period  is  reported  to  have  raised  prices  from  42  cents  per  pound  for  320 
count  in  August  to  46  cents  in  October.  After  the  buying  wave  subsided 
prices  declined  and  are  novr  betv/een  40  and  42  cents  per  potmd  D.o.b,  India. 

Indian  packers  and  'exporters  are  reported  worried  about  the  supply 
of  tin  plate  and  hoop  iron  for  strapping  the  cases.  It  is  stated  that 
unless  adequate  supplies  of  both  m.ate'rials  are  forth  coming  the  shelling 
of  cashews  will  be  reduced  if  not  stopped  altogether.  --  By  Ualter  R, 
Schreiber,  based  in  part  upon  U.  S.  Foreign  Service  reports. 
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UNITED  STATES:  Imports  of  cashew  nuts 
(Crop  year,  September-August) 


Shelled 


Brazil 

India 

Others 

Total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Averages: 

1940-49 

168 

13,071 

259 

13,498  ' 

1945-49 

214 

16,574 

370 

17,158 

Annual : 

- 

1943-44 

110 

3,619 

309 

4,038 

1944-45 

374 

10,239 

204 

10,817 

1945-46 

303 

13,892 

292 

14,487 

1946-47 

309 

15,323 

383 

16,015 

1947-48 

351 

14,749 

485 

15,585 

1948-49 

66 

18,303 

324 

18,693 

1949-50 

41 

20,606 

363 

21,010 

1950-51  1/ 

0 

15,045 

4,202 

19,247 

1/  8  months,  September  through  April. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census 
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UNiVERSliy  Or  iLLRyiUJS 

IJ\RGF  1951  irSDIT^.Ri’au^.VlT  FILBFFT  CROP  FOi^-AoT 


The  1951  urelininary  forecast  for  filbert  production  in  Italy, 

Spain  and  Turkey,  the  leading  foreign  ^^1950^ 

133,100  Short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  with  ^3,500  ton^  i  95 
and  US, 200  tons  in  1949.  The  forecast  exceeds  the  10-year  (^940-49) 
average  of  101,700  tons  by  31  percent  and  the  5-year  average  (1945-49) 
of  114,000  tons  by  17  percent.  The  forecast  for  Turkey  is  the  ‘third 
largest  in  the  past  quarter  of  a  century  and  about ^32  tines  larger  than 
the  noor  cron  of  last  year.  The  present  forecast  for  Italy  is  modes  ly 
above  the  average  while  in  .Spain  the  forecast  is  sonevnhat  helow  the 
average.  The  United  States  crop  will  be  somewhat  larger  than  the  rela¬ 
tively  poor  one  of  last  year. 

Growing  conditions  in  Turkey  up  to  late  June  were  very  ^ood ,  how 
ever  a  crop  in  Turkey  is  never  assured  until  after  the  storms  I'nich 
come  in  from  the  Black  Sea  late  in  June.  The  growling  conditions  in 
Snain  have  been  good  with  ample  rainfall  reported;  however,  t he ^  roes 
arc  still  suffering  from  the  severe  drought  of  a  year  ago.  It  is  re- 
nortod  some  trees  hav^  died  out  and  have  boon  rci^iovod.  The  con  i  ions 
in  Italy  have  been  spotty  dononding  on  tho  district.  In  the  laples- 
Avellino  district  thoro  was  ample  rain  but  low  temporatur es^and  in 
Sicily  weather  is  reported  to  have  caused  about  a  20  percent  loss.  ^Thc 
Italian  crop  follows  an  extremely  heavy  one  in  1950  and  could  thorciore 
bo  expected  to  bo  smaller. 

As  the  1950-51  marketing  year  draws  to  a  close  it  was  estimated^ 

17  200  short  tons,  unsholled  basis  rci.iaincd  in  these  countries  of  which 
S-oiin  is  estimated  to  have  12,000  tons  or  70  percent  of  the  total,  Italy 
4,500  tons  and  Turkey  700  tons.  The  stocks  available  at  this  time  ro- 
prosont  about  21  percent  of  the  1950  harvest  and  1?  percent  of  tne  1950 
available  supply,  carry-over  and  new  crop  at  the 

Last  -^ear  at  this  time  it  -ras  .sti.mtcd  stocks  totalled  11,000  short  tons 
and  at  the  beginning  of  the  1950-51  marketing  season  stocks  were  estimated 
at  5,600  tons  which  was  about  4  percent  of  the  1949  harvest. 

The  I95O-5I  export  s.ason  fis  one  of  the  best  on  record  for  Italy, 
fairly  good  for  Turkey  and  not  so  good  for  Spain.  The  ofiicial  export 
statistics  for  the  season  to  date  are  not  yet  available;  however  using 
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FILB'^RTS,  unshelled;  Estimated  production  in  specified  co'ontries 

1951  v!itli  comparisons 

(Foreif^n  production  rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

Italy 

Spain 

Turkey 

Mediter¬ 

ranean 

Basin 

total 

United 

States 

’forld 

total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Average : 

1940-1949 

21,900 

21,800 

58,000 

101 , 700 

6,700 

108,400 

1945-1949 

26 , 500 

20,000 

67,500 

114,000 

8,000 

122,000 

,\nnual : 

1945 

15,700 

18,000 

33,000 

66,700 

5,320 

72,020 

1946 

47,800 

13,200 

90,000 

156,000 

8,450 

164,450 

1947 

9,900 

33,000 

60 , 500 

103,400 

8,800 

112,200 

1948 

26,400 

14,500 

55,000 

95,900 

6,440 

102,340 

1949 

32,700 

16 , 500 

99,000 

148,200 

11,140 

159,340 

1950  1/ 

42,900 

17,600 

23,000 

83,500 

2/  6,680 

2/  90,180 

1951  1/ 

29,500 

15,600 

88,000 

133,100 

8,360 

141,460 

_!/  Preliminary. 

2^/  pLevised. 

Office  'Of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis 
of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  United  States  Foreign 
Service  officers,  results  of  office  research  and  other  information. 
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those  that  arc  and  trade  cstiinatca  ^or  the  balanc 
ann^ars  sor;io  56,000  short  tons  unsh'^Llcd  basis  \'ic 
countries  to  June  1,  1951.  The  exports  roprosont 
the  available  supply  at  thu  start  of  the  season, 
plus  1950  harvest. 


0  of  the  period,  it 
TO  exported  frOi'i  these 
about  63  percent  of 
carry-over  from  1949 


Italy  v;as  the  principal  exporter  vjith  about  57  porc'^nt  of  the  total 
followed  by  Turkey,  Spain  had  considerable  difficulty  in  exporting 
filberts  and  vjas  a  poor  third. 


On  the  iiTiport  side  it  appears  Germany  \ios  the  1  rgest  buyer  ^of  fil¬ 
berts  during  the  season  to  date  follot;ed  by  Si'/itzcrland ,  United  Kingdom, 
Sweden  and  France.  The  German  purchases  r.,jre  most  heavy ^  in  Italy,  less 
in  Turkey  and  minor  el.sov;hcre.  The  United  States  according  co  foreign 
statistics  'oas  a  rather  minor  .'larkot  for  filberts;  howeVv^r,  from  September 
1  to  April  30,  official  import  statistics  shovj  1,76?  short  tons  of  shelled 
"w-re  received  from  abroad  and  3  tons  of  unshellod.  lurkoy  supplied 
1,065  tons  and  Italy  595  tons  during  this  period, 

Uith  the  1951-52  marketing  season  still  about  two  months  away  and 
the  vjorld  beset  with  economic  and  political  distruba.nccs ,  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  predict  Y'^hat  is  to  be  expected  during  the  next  s^rson.  In 
Tui'kcy  all  indications  point  to  an  active  season  with  a  fonvard  sale  to 
the  United  Kingdom  of  a  substantial  tonnage  already  reported.  The  early 
season  inpuiri^s  from  other  countries  have  been  gra.tifj'ing  although  no 
for-eard  sales  to  these  countries  have  been  reported  to  date.  In  general 
exportv.rs  are  v-.ry  optimistic  and  barring  any  major  oconnnic  or  political 
upset  abroad  feel  they  will  be  able  to  sell  their  crop.  The  Spanish  ex¬ 
port  trade  is  noni-  to  pleased  with  the  prospects  for  th.^  new  sea.son. 

They  are  faced  ’’ith  not  only  the  competition  from  the  other  countries  but 
excessive  carry-ovo’  and  burdensome  controls  at  home.  The  Italian  cx- 
port(.rs  arc  as  optimistic  about  the  coming  marketing  season^ in  view  of 
the  competition  from  th^  large  Turkish  crop  and  groi'i-r’s  icicas  on  vjhat 
n.jw  crop  filberts  should  bring.  They  report  fev/  inquiries  for  future  dc- 
liVv-ry  and  most  of  the  reliable  exporters  '’re  :oot  ov-^rly  interested  in 
such  business  at  this  time. 


IT.iLY 


The  1951  preliminary  for..c-st  for  filbert  production  in  Italy  is 
29,500  short  tons,  unshellod  basis,  comp'^.red  with  42,900  tons  in  1950 
and  32,790  tons  in  1949.  The  forecast  exceeds  the  10-year  (1940-49) 
average  of  21,900  tons  by  35  percent  and  the  5-3'’--r  (1945-49)  average 
of  26,500  tons  by  11  percent. 

The  preliminary  forecast  for  tho  No-ples-Avellino  district  is  21,000 
short  tons,  unshell-d  b^sis,  compared  with  33,000  tons  in  1950  and 
24,200  tons  in  1949.  In  Sicily  th.  foroC-ct  is  3,500  tons  compared  with 


9,900  tons  in  1950  md  8,500  tons  in  1949.  Tho  1951  h-'P’/^st  follo\7cd 
one  of  the  largest  on  record  ~,nd  could  expected  to  bo  snr.llcr. 

Growing  conditions  this  s -r.so:\  to  dot  j  h'-vo  been  spotty,  depending 
on  the  district.  In  No,pl;.s  there  wr.s  ample  r'-in  but  temp:^raturcs  vroro 
bclov.i'  normcl.  No  serious  we-ath.-r  darii^go  is  roport.;d  in  this  district 
'"nd  the  quality  of  tho  nuts  is  expected  to  be  nb  vo  average.  The  crop 
of  Giovrurii  and  tin.  cn.rly  rounds  are  reported  to  han’'o  suffered  some 
damage.  These  -^ro  th^  early  m'^.turing  types.  Production  of  the  long 
Giovanni,  a  later  o'arioty,  is  reportv^d  large.  It  is  also  reported  a 
smmll  amoLi^it  of  frost  ''nd  vincl  d-m''.go  occurred  in  a  few  loc-lities  in 
the  higher  elo"/ations.  In  Sicily  v;oathcr  damage  is  reported  to  have  cut 
tho  coming  crop  by  20  locrcont  belovj  that  of  1-st  ye-r  but  this  estimate 
of  damage  may  be  a  little  high.  In  both  districts  a.  smaller  crop  could 
be  expected  after  the  heavy  one  of  1950, 

As  tho  1950-51  m^'.rketing  season  draws  to  a  close,  it  is  estimated 
th-t  4,5G0  short  tons  of  filberts,  unshcllcd  b-sis,  ronr.in  in  all  of 
Italy  of  vjiiich  tlrore  '’re  an  ostiimtod  3,000  tons  in  Naples  find  the  balance 
in  Sicily,  In  the  Napl^s-Avollino  district  '’.nd  in  Sicily,  most  of  the 
present  stocks  arc  in  t.he  .ha.ads  of  grovrers  and  speculrtors.  This  stock 
estimate  represents  about  10  percent  of  l-st  ya''r’s  production  or  11  per¬ 
cent  of  the  c''.rry-oo’'cr  'aid  new  crop  at  the  start  of  the  season.  Last 
year  .at  this  time  it  w--’s  ostim-ted  3,800  tons,  unshcllcd  b''.sis,  or  12 
percent  of  the  1949  crop,  romr.i:.md  in  Italy,  According  to  all  ao’ail- 
able  inform:' t ion  at  this  time  present  stocks  v;ill  be  further  reduced  by 
the  time  n^w’-crop  nuts  come  to  m'’,rket, 

Accordi'ig  to  official  statistics  from  the  beginning  of  the  season 
to  A:,ril  1,  1951,  a  tital  of  8,488  shirt  tons  of  shelled  and  12,250 
tons  of  unshwll..d  v:ere  exported.  This  is  the  equival..nt  of  a.bout  30,924 
short  tons  of  unshcllcd  raid  is  soiicthi.vig  of  a  record  cieport  of  this 
product.  By  v;ay  of  comp-.r iso.n,  exports  during  tho  entire  1949-50  m"’.rkct- 
ing  ye-r  tote  led  only  2,547  shirt  tons  of  shelled  and  10,l66  tons  of 
unsholled  or  the  equivalent  of  15,788  tons,  unshcllcd  basis.  The  ex¬ 
ports  during  the  first  7  mo:aths  of  the  present  season  were  almost  twice 
as  large  as  for  the  entire  season  last  year.  In  addition  to  th..  exports 
from  Sept^nb^r  1,  1950  to  Ilarch  31,  1951  there  vir.s  a.n  ujispccif icd  addi¬ 
tional  tonnage  exported  during  the  past  3  months.  The  phL;nomcnal  ex¬ 
portation  of  filberts  from  Italy  this  s.,ason  V'S  I'-rgcly  the  result  of 
the  Vory  poor  h''rv.'.st  in  Turkey  in  1950,  In  1950  Italy  for  the  first 
time  in  history  ams  tho  world’s  I'-rgest  producer  of  filberts,  a  -position 
norr;r.lly  held  by  Turkey,  Tho  Italian  crop  vjas  almost  twice  as  l-rgc 
as  Turkey’s  -nd  slightly  over  ir.lf  the  total  foreign  production, 

•  During  the  first  half  of  ,  the  1950-51  season  Germany  v;as  the  principal 
destin-tion  for  both  sh..;llv.d  and  unshcllod,  having  taken  3,337  short  tons 
of  shcllod  auid  6,640  tons  of  unshcllcd,  the  oquivrl..nt  of  about  12,981 
short  tons  of  unshcllcd,  Sivitzcrland  w'^.s  the  second  most  important  buyer 
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,  tTi-  'na  Fr-.ncc  third  -ith  1,192  t  >hs.  Dona-rlc 

Df  Siicllod  V.-Itii  1,(73  tMo  Uhsh-ll-a  -'Ith  1,702  tms  ".nd 

VC'S  the  S^coi-d  iP.hst  Ijiipjrtan  ^•—liable  Italian  statistics, 

areden  third  vith  1,538  tbhs.  ,.0C3rc.i.J,  -.utlsts  far  filberts, 

the  Uhitod  States  -nd  Scptn*„r  1,  1950  te  Hay  1,  1951 

::d“f  ;;:.dlUd  ncre  l^ort^d  free  Italy. 

The  1950-51  nx'.rk.t  v;es  '/cry  ^7ostc^n^Crornr^riy\d 

s.-sca  alth  pries  advancing  did  et  -cti-.-ay  r.-entcr  until 

fron  the  m-.rkot  r-.bout  DcCorao.r  95  -  activity  slJ’e-d  d^xin  coiasidcr- 

Mairch.  Duririy  the  firs^  qu-ru..r_Df  95  p.^v^t  r-.s  rjl-tiV'.ly  quiet 

rbly  viith  pricoG  r-.-uctinG  Tornrus  re-ent^rod  activity  begm 

during  Mr.rch  -nd  i.pril;  hex/o/or,  o  ^  Nr.pl^s  raurket  ttus  sto-dy 

to  pick  up.  By  oorly  June  secure  ne?ch-.ndise  to  fill 

.d  thut  they  n.ro  findxng  speculators  reolizinr 


IlirS"j-e"erc“-riSd1w893r"sLlled  f  .-..b.  Kanl.s  per  220  peunds. 

j-'t'*  r»  '•  *i  o  s*i  ciC]r^t)3-0 

The  1951-52  sonscr.  is  spU  2  ‘  rcdr-lly  spe-l:ing,  tbd  oxnartors 
ccen-rdc  and  pelitlcal  V,/.  Lavy  Ixpart  v elan,  "s 

'- ’i9-  c  ontimistic  ''bout  the  pr-sp^  o  -  jffor 

rc  s  rn,_  i.y.-o  cron  in  Turkey  is  expect. .0.  to  oii.r 

th.y  a.:.r.  n  T-.r  ego.  ^ne^  ^rx/idod  the  Turkish  prices  nre 

seri'.'us  coi'ipvetition  oo  1^  .u-j.—  -- 1  -  hi-'T-or  prices  end 

not  tao  hi5;h.  The  Itnlinn  ■ccor^'’i-^  to  the  lotest  nvnilublc 

air.y  be  slox  ta  role' sc  nis  filb.rt^.  r^coived  in  the  Ilc.ples  district 

inforrantion  very  feu  inquiries  n  -e  -  "mJs  '^''^t  is  n  littl  distrubing 

for  future  n;,t  r.^n^nsiblc  exporters  ore  n.t 

to  -exporters  m  th-.t  ore  .,  nltnou.,n  ...j^ 

novT  nuch  interested  in  the  future  sol.s. 

,  li-Tit-f  ■7urbu.r  fom-'ord  soles  rero 
In  Sicily  It  IS  tld  bll  ncathar  -nd  d-n-«o  ta  the  cr 


“info  0.  sii.ort  tirae  o.go,  iiy\i- 


■nd  d-rngo  to  the  crop 
:  •  rpoi^  i^ncr  '’SC  ix  uriCu^s  co.usod 

br.aufX  an  lm..dlata  incr  -S.  f  f  f  ;  Jy p ty.  darlf Icati.ca  of 

??ri;^:?a!ti^S  Sib!;;  -pp  pp  yTir^u^^^ryild^uIin 

?;nr  prhh  aulbc  y,rh  rather  net  booh 

future  deliv-.ry  business. 

s?:.iN 

The  1951  preliminary  far-cast  fir  ^’■^'’pt  prcducpc-i^P^Sp^ 

15,600  shert  tans,  unsh.elad  hasp,  pppp.p  ^  ll’,  the  10-yaar  (1940-49) 

and  16,500  in  19p.  The  tyf i I  (1945-49)  average 

r.Torngo  of  21,800  t  ms  ana  22  pi^rc^nt  D^io..  uuw  ^ 

of  20,000  tons. 
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GrDTving  cnuditi'ins  in  Tarrng  vnn  province,  n.cc:)rding  t'>  sro^/crs,  have 
been  good  i.ibst  of  the  scas'>n.  There  oss  boon  ar.iplc  rair.f'll  and  trees 
appear  t  :>  h'--vc  recuperated  c  msiderrbly  fran  the  effects  :)f  the  draught 
last  July,  The  light  sLt  is  attributed  t'>  the  draught  dar.r.ge  ef  last 
5''e'^r,  The  kernels  -ar^  expected  ta  be  l''.rgwr  than  these  ef  last  year. 

Seme  grevrers  believe  if  th^  vi^eth^r  c'jntinu^s  fav^'rablv.  the  h''.rvest 
nay  bo  l-'.rgcr  than  nvj  f:; recast. 


The  I95O-5I  se'^sen  is  clesing  v.'ith  an  ostiiaated  12,000  shert  tens, 
unshell^d  b'^sis,  still  en  hand  fr'i.i  the  1950  harvest.  The  estinates  of 
stacks  en  hand  at  this  tine  v-ry  grc'-tly  but  they  ''re  tror.iondeus  in  con- 
parisen  with  the  .’rrvest  ef  last  year.  The  present  st^icks  are  largely 
in  the  hands  ef  grevjers  v/he  have  boon  unv;illing  t  a  sell  at  the  official 
prices.  Last  year  at  this  tine  it  w-'s  estinat^d  3,000  short  tens  ronainod 
from  the  1949  cr'ip.  The  present  carry- ev-r  is  ene  ef  th^:-  largest  in 
recent  years. 


The  expert  season  new  c  naing  te  a  cleso  appears  te  have  been  a.  very 
disappointing  end  as  during  the  peried  July  1,  1950  te  hlarch  31,  1951 
only  1,079  sh  :)rt  t  ;ns  ef  shelled  and  203  t  ;ns  ef  unsholl-^d  Wv;re  exeorted 
cenpared  with  9,241  tens  duriag  t]ie  1949-50  Soasen.  a.'itzcrland  rras  the 
principal  dcstinatien  nit!i  617  t 'iis  ef  sh'^lled,  fellea'jcd  by  Dcnnark  vrith 
165  tens  and  the  Netherlands  vjith  57  t''ns.  Can-ada  purchased  195  tens 
ef  unshelled  ''•nd  the  United  States  57  t  ms  ef  shelled,  Ciccording  te 
Spanish  expert  figures. 

The  1950- 51  seasvn  could  have  boon  good  in  vi^v;  ef  the  very  sn''.ll 
Turkish  crep  which  was  seld  "t  high  prices;  hor/jev^r ,  this  did  net  turn 
eut  te  be  th..  c-^se.  Gr  mors  refused  te  deliver  filberts  te  exporters 
at  the  official  price  s^t  by  thu  G  evcrnr.iont ,  clairaing  they  would  lose 
Lieney.  Exporters,  being  unabl..  te  secure  filberts,  were  unable  te  take 
advant''.gc  ef  tim  shert  supply  si tu' tier,  in  Turkey,  Italy  was  able  te 
sell  nest  of  the  filberts  ^diich  neved  inte  int^rn-ti  enal  trade  this  season. 
The  official  prices  fixed  on  .peril  21  by  the  Ministry  of  Industry  and 
Cormerce  payable  to  grew.-rs  dclio'^red  te  shippers  vr-'-r^h 'usc  v/as  13 *15 
peseta  per  2.2  peunds  b'^sod  )n  yiv^ld.  of  k^rnols,  (about  2L  U,S,  cents 
por  p  )und  b-'sed  en  24*09  peseta  p^r  .dollar.)  The  official  -xpert  price 
te  dollar  areas  was  ')105  per  220  peunds,  f.e.b.  Spanish  ports  for  shelled 
and  344  unsliellcd.  It  its  reported  the  official  expert  price  to 
dollar  areas  was  lex'j  red  June  I4  to  '1)94*50  '"'-nd  unshelled  te  339*60, 


There  have  been  nunereus  ne.-tings  ••’ith  the  authorities  in  Madrid 
by  local  officials,  exporters  '’nd  individuals  e’ith  view  te  relieving 
the  rigid  controls,  or  a.t  least  rcl'',xing  then,  but  te  d''.tc  nothing  has 
been  dene  te  remedy  the  situation.  The  Tr'-.de  is  verj^  pessimistic  about 
the  I95I-52  expert  outlook  at  this  time.  The  large  Turkish  crop,  plus 


navy  stocks  ef  eld-crep  Spanish,  '-nf 
difficult  3/-oar  lios  ahead. 


the  c  mtrols  lead  then  te  believe 
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TUISC3Y 

Tho  1951  prclininr.ry  forcc-st  Df  filbert  pror^uction  in  Turkey  is 
08,000  short  t  nis  unshellcd  conpr.rod  T;ith  23,000  tons  in  1950  end  99,000 
tons  in  1949.  The  foroenst  exceeds  the  lO-y^nr  (1940-49)  r.ver''gc  of 
58,000  tons  by  52  percent  r.nd  the  5-yunr  (1945-49)  nvcrr.ge  of  67,500 
t  OxiS  by  30  percent.  The  present  f  'rec''. st  is  br.sod  on  inc'ic''.ti ons  nyr.il- 
r.ole  prior  to  Juno  25,  The  effects  of  the  Block  Son  st  orns  on,  or  nftcr, 
thnt  dnte  -nre  not  yet  reflected  in  the  f '•recast.  If  xho  present  I'^rocnst 
mr.terializos  it  uill  bo  the  third  Inrgest  on  record, 

Grorring  conditions  to  June  25,  have  been  very  good  nnc.  the  pintor 
vjas  rol.ntivcly  nild.  It  is  reported  thnt  extensive  pruning  nnd  other 
operations  have  taken  place  since  the  record  crop  of  1949  nnd  the  bushes 
are  in  excellent  condition,  ixt  present  grotj^rs  expect  harvesting  to 
start  2  vjoeks  earlier  than  last' year.  There  h-s  been  ample  rainfall 
so  far  this  season.  The  locevil,  Bal^ninus  Nucum,  is  no't  expected  to 
cause  ^s  much  daiVige  in  the  Ordu  ^nd  Trabzon  areas  as  last  yeo.r .  The 
Turkish  Govermient  has  sent  ent 'mo legists  into  these  ar^.as  to  sec  vjha.t 
r;ioasurx.s  can  be  taken  to  control  or  ero.dicate  this  destructive  insect. 

The  Governj.mnt  is  a.lso  offering  a.  bounty'’  to  farmers  vdio  c~tch  and  de¬ 
liver  them  to  the  centr'd  st^.tions, 

hs  the  I95O-5I  expoo't  season’ drar;s  top  close,  it  •'■ms  ^stinatodi 
about  700  short  tons,  unshwlled  basis,  rerninod  from  tho  1950  harvest. 

The  present  stocks  ''re  equiv''.l,.nt  ta  about  3  percent  of  the  hmrvest. 

At  the  same  tine  l'',st  year  it  vms  estimated  about  4,200' rema.ined  from 
tho  record  1949  pr  o'‘’.ucti 'n.  This  rjas  about  4  percent  of  the  1949  crop. 


The  official  export  statistics  for  the  1950-51  season  a.rc  not  yet 
available;  hof/ever,  trade  s''urccs  vrh)  keep  fairly  close  check  on  exports 
no-^v  cstirr.te  the  sea,son’s  t  otal  irill  be  close  to  9,400  short  tons,  shelled 
basis,  or  about  20,600  tons,  unshelled  basis,  xxccording  to  those  sources, 
^'7est  GeriiOn.ny  v;as  the  destination  for  2,310  tons  of  shelled,  the  United 
Kingdom  2,145  “'ns,  Canada  770  t 'ns  -'nd  Svjeden  63S  tons.  The  official 
export  statistics  from  September  1,  1950  to  J--nuary  1951  sh^\j  the  United 
States  a.s  tlm  destination  f''r  only  36  tons,  v;hich  is  f'''.r  less  than  United 
States  import  statistics  for  the  saj.ie  period.  The  discrepancy''  is  because 
salwG  vmre  riia.dc  to  third  countrix,s  loho  in  turn  re-exported  filberts  to 
tho  United  States  a-''' 


and  other  countries. 


Tho  oxport  season  started  vrith  very  high  prices  in  comparison  to 
that  of  the  previous  so'’.son  due  to  tiie  short  crop.  The  price  of  shelled 
regulars  f.o.b.,  Istanbul  for  220  pounds  v;as  from  ■'?130  to  ^145  during  txho 
first  part  of  the  season,  mhich  finally  proved  to  bo  too  high  for  some 
Europeam  buyers.  In  the  third  quarter  exporters  found  they  still  hold 
sorao  2,400  tons,  unshollod  b-'^sis.  They  persuaded  the  Ministry  of  Coriimorcc 
to  place  the  rcmr.iiiing  stocks  on  schedule  III,  the  so-called  'hieak  list 
of  exoorts,"  This  list  consists  of  items  difficult  to  export  and  the 
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exporter  is  pornittcc!.  to  keep  tho  foreign  oxch'^.ngc  or  to  soil  it  to  in¬ 
port  ors*  Thvj  pr^'ctic.''!  effect  of  such  o.  provisi'^n  is  thot  ^xport^rs 
secure  o,  preniuro  of  44  to  49  percent  on  snles  to  the  United  Sto.tos  nnd 
18  to  21  pv-rc^-nt  to  EuropGO.n  countri:-s.  On  thv.  basis  of  the  "wonk  list" 
pv^rnission,  exporters  vrore  able  to  off'-r  U.'iited  St-tos  inporters  '“597 
to  ^^5101  for  220  pounds  shv^ll^d  f.o.b.,  Istanbul  '".nd  European  buyers 
around  ':pl20  at  a  tine  rf’-on  x'lli  .il':.sale  prices  ’•■nre  ^.round  .‘^130  to  !?145» 

Tile  placioig  of  filberts  on  the  "’leak  list"'  h-.d  v^ry  be '.ef icital  effect 
on  export  sal>^s  nhicli  booned.  If  the  present  acti’/ity  c  )ntinuoS  it  is 
possible,  that  present  stocks  nill  be  sold  out  bofor-^  the  n^v;  crop  arrives 
this  fall. 


The  1951-52  season  is  still  sene  vjeeks  ahead  but  according  to  avail¬ 
able  infornation  proi.iis^s  to  bo  ^cti'/o.  .'ucor'.ing  to  ia.f oriont ion  receivedi, 
the  san.e  couitri^-s  vdio  purclo" s..-''  I’u^vily  t'.is  s.^aso-:  ar^  already  negotiat¬ 
ing  for  th*e  1951  harvest.  The  United  Kingdoi.i  is  reported  to  have  purchased 
4,400  tons  of  shull^d  for  Septenber  deliv  ry  at  prices  rauging  fron  )84 
to  $98  per  220  pounds.  United  States  and  Sx'iiss  buy.-.rs  hnve  .also  mdc 
inquiries;  lionevur,  no  fonjard  sal:>s  h.ave  yet  been  reported.  The  United 
States  .and  S-niss  buyers  "re  r.^ported  \jaiting  for  Ion  r  prices.  United 
St"te3inporters  were  off^^red  nuts  at  $83.50.  Exporters  report  Uestern 
G.^rnany  is  vjilling  to  buy  at  ')90  c.i.f,  Hanburg  provided  inport  licenses 
can  be  obtained.  Inquiri.-s  for  n.ao-crop  nuts  have  also  been  received 
fron  Sv;eden,  Er'onco,  the  Net h.or lari d. s ,  Belgiun,  ..ustralia  a: 

.j?a,b  countries,  —  By  './alter  R.  Schreibur,  based,  in  part  upon  U.S. 

Foreign  Service  reports. 


various 
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TOUTED  ST:.TES;  Iriports,  f  rr  c  xisunpti  ^r. ,  of  shclU':'’.  -n..  unsh^lloC.  filberts 

(Crop  ycp.r,  Septic  rib  cr-.  ».ugust ) 

- : - \  :  Other  : 

:ely  !  Spo.in  !  Turkey  ;cou:itrios  ; 


hverr.gc : 


1940-41/1949-50 

1945-46/1949-50 

■jmual : 


1/ 


1944- 45 

1945- 46 

1946- 47 

1947- 48 

1948- 49 

1949- 50 

1950- 51 

JtVerage ; 

1940-41/1949-50 

1945-46/1949-50 

f jinue.1 ; 

1944- 45 

1945- 46 

1946- 47 

1947- 48 

1948- 49 

1949- 50 

1950- 51  1/ 


48 

87 


0 

17B 

133 

39 

43 

43 

595 


207 

406 


0 

361 

1,600 

3 

44 

24 

0 


SMELLED 

195 

2,175 

29  t 

24 

3,651 

57 

1,191 

2,989 

0 

6 

4,231 

180  ; 

1 

4,921 

5  : 

0 

2,398 

11 

0 

3,623 

30  : 

113 

3,082 

60  : 

43 

1,065 

64 

UIT3IIEL1ED 

:  31 

1 

0 

:  58 

2 

0 

:  16 

0 

0 

220 

8 

0 

:  69 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

:  0 

0 

0 

:  0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

2 ,447 
3,319 


4,180 

4,595 

5,060 

2,448 

3,696 

3,298 

1,767 


239 

466 


16 

589 

1,669 

3 

44 

24 

3 


YT  8  months,  September  tlir  rugh  .Vpril. 

— ^  -  •  n  ■  ^-r*p  "t lie  Census • 

Cennilcd  frin  Dfiicin.l  rocore.s  11  tnc  i^uro.,u  .1 

UITITED  ST-.TSS:  Exports  of  filberts  for  consumption  1/ 
(Crop  yo^r,  September-August) 


Year 


Average ; 

1945-46/1949-50 

iJinual ; 


2/ 


Mexico 


Short  tons 


2 

3 

12 
28 
1 
0 
5 


Cubr 


Short  tons 


150 


1944- 45 

1945- 46 

1946- 47 

1947- 48 

1948- 49 

1949- 50 

1950- 51  _ _ _ 

YJ  Unclassified  as  to  shelled  ana  uns 

2/  8  months,  September  through  April. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


101 

97 

158 

145 

162 

188 

280 


;*rgcnt  ina 


Short  tons 


12 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Canada 


Sh-^rt  tons 


46 


120 

21 

45 

155 

4 

6 

26 


Other 


Short  tons 


50 


35 

28 

23 

132 

27 

42 

22 


Total 


Short  tons 


267 


258 

149 

290 

466 

194 

236 

333 


idled.  InclTIdod  in  "other"  nuts  before  1943. 
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WORLD  1951  FILBRRT  ^^rsST  TLIRD  LARORST  ON  RRCORD 


The  1951  preliminary  estimate  of  filbert  production  in  the  four 
leading  commercial  producing  countries,  Italy,  Spain,  Turkey  and  the 
United  States,  is  150,560  short  tons  unshelled  basis  compared  with  90,180  tons 
in  1950  and  159,340  tons  in  1949,  The  estimate  for  these  countries  exceeds  the 
10-year  (1940-49)  average  of  108,400  tons  by  39  percent  and  the  5-year 
(1945-49)  average  of  122,000  tons  by  23  percent.  This  year’s  harvest  was 
exceeded  only  twice  before  in  1946  when  164,450  tons  were  harvested  and  in  1949 
with  159,340  tons.  The  present  estimate  for  all  countries  except  Spain  slightly 
exceeds  the  forecast  of  July  6,  1951 •  The  estimate  for  Spain  is  down  slightly 
from  the  earlier  forecast. 


Growing  conditions  in  the  foreign  countries  varied  considerably  and  in 
some  countries  variations  existed  in  the  various  districts,  in  Italy  the 
growing  conditions,  while  spotted  in  the  Naples-Avellino  district ,  were  more 
or  less  satisfactory  in  Sicily.  Last  year  Italy  produced  the  largest  filbert 
crop  in  the  world,  in  fact  over  half  of  the  foreign  total.  The  1951  crop 
therefore  could  be  expected  to  be  somewhat  smaller.  The  present  estimate, 
however,  is'v^ell  over  the  averages  for  that  country,.  Growing  conditions  in 
Spain  were  good  until  late  June  but  excessive  rains  and  wind  caused  a  heavier 
than  normal 'drop  of  immature  nuts  and  at  harvest  time  some  fear  of  additional 
loss  prevails  from  rot  and  mould.  The  Spanish  trees  have  taken  considerable 
punishment  from  the  long  drousrhts  the  past  two  or  three  seasons. 


In  Turkey,  according  to  reports  received  to  date,  growing  conditions  were 
decidedly  favorable  with  the  traditional  Black  Sea  storms  late. in  June  not 
putting  in  an  appearance.  The  damaging  weevil  Balaninus  Nucum  was. checked 
to  a  larger  degree  than  usual  and  caused  considerably  less  damage.  Quality 
of  the  nuts  in  all  countri'OS  is  reported  to  be  very  good  and  generally  above 
average.  In  Sicily  there  is,  according  to  recent  reports,  less  damage  from 
cimiciato  than  normal.  There  is  a  slight  possibility  of  some  mould  damage  on 
the  unshelled  Spanish  production  but  careful  grading  no  doubt  vjill  eliminate 
such  nuts  before  export.  The  Turkish  ’cornels  are  reported  to  be  running  to 
slightly  smaller  sizes,  which  is  to  be  expected  in  view  of  the  very  heavy  crop. 


FIIBERTS,  unshelled;  Estimated  production  in  specified  countries 

1951  with  comparisons 

(Foreign  production  rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

Italy 

Spain 

Turkey 

Mediter¬ 

ranean 

Basin 

total 

United 

States 

'  '  B 

1 

V/orld 

total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Average : 

1940-1949 

21,900 

21,800 

58,000 

101,700 

6,700 

108,400 

1945-1949 

26,500 

20,000 

67,500 

114,000 

8,000 

122,000 

Annual; 

1945 

15,700 

18,000 

33,000 

66,700 

5,320 

72,020  ■ 

1946 

47,800 

18,200 

90,000 

156,000  , 

8,450 

164,450 

1947 

9,900' 

33,000 

60,500 

103,400 

8,800 

112,200 

1948 

26,400 

14,500 

S5,000 

95,900 

6,440 

102,340 

1949 

32,700 

16,500 

« 

99,000 

148,200 

11,140 

159,340 

1950  !_/ 

42,900 

17,600 

23,000 

"^3,500 

6,680 

90,180 

1951  1/  2/ 

31,900 

14,300 

95,700 

.‘141,900 

8,660 

150,560 

T7  Preliminary. 

2/  Revised. 


Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of 
official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  United  States  Foreign 
Service  officers,  results  of  office  research  and  other  information. 
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Tho  I95O-5I  soncon  abroo.o.  c?.;ic  to  c,  close  rritli  an  estimaocd  11,400 
short  tons  unshellod  b-.sis  roi'rining  from  th^  1950  har'rost.  Tho 
natod  carrjr-o’/or  r.  pro  sorts  14  percent  of  tho  1950  hardest  or  about  13 
percent  of  th:-  total  av-ilablc  supply  at  tho  beginning  of  tho  soason. 

Tho  bulk  of  tho  carry-o'a,r  at  prosont  is  in  Spain  r-horc  it  is  reported 
some  10,000  tons  rciiain  from,  tho  1950  li-rTost,  most  of  ■■rhich  are  in  tho 
hands  of  grovT.;i-s  reluctant  to  sell  at  proa- iling  prices.  At  tho  start 
of  the  I95O-SI  soason  tlvso  countries  h'^.d  an  estimated  carry-oa’-cr  of 
5,600  short  tons  or  about  half  of  the  present  carry-OTor.  No  difficulty 
is  cxpoctod  in  disposing  of  tho  Dmall  carry-oa'-ers  in  Italy  and  Turkey. 

Tho  1950-51  export  season  abroad  vaas  marked  viith  high  prices,  and 
a/ith  Italy  boing  the  lo~ding  exporting  country  instead  of  Turkey.  Tho 
short  crop  in  Turkey  and  the  near  record  one  in  Italy,  placed  the  latter 
in  the  lead  on  exports  for  the  first  time  in  modern  history.  Official 
export  statistics  for  th^^so  countries  mill  not  bo  '-•.vailablc  for  the  entire 
season  for  so.mc  months j  hovevor,  using  those  that  ^ro  and  supplementing 
the  balance  mith  trade  estimates,  it  appears  some  6l,300  shorty  tons 
(unshclled  basis)  mero  j.'.orod  into  international  trade  during  the  season 
just  closed.  This  represents  .about  73  percent  of  the  1950  harvest  or 
69  percent  of  the  ava^ilablc  supply  a.t  the  start  of  the  season,  Italy 
it  appears  cornered  about  59  percent  of  the  total  r-ith  some  36,000  short 
tons  of  e.xports  "'.nd  Turkey  35  percent  x;ith  21,700  short  tons  (unshclled 
basis)  Tvhiic  Spain  came  in  a  poor  third  r;ith  3,600  tons. 

On  basis  of  infor.mmtion  currently  available,  ’'cst  Germany  v;as  the 
principal  destination  for  exports  from  Italy  and  Turkey  and  tho  United 
fangdom  mas  second.  Su’itzcrland,  normally  a  ho'^.vy  consu.mor  of  filberts, 
bought  rather  sparingly"  in  Turkey  but  filled  th.;-  bulk  01  its  needs  in 
Italy  and  Spain,  According  to  available  statistics  Canao.a  purchased 
875  tons  of ~ shelled  filberts  in  Turkey,  195  tons  of  unshclled  in  Spain 
-nd  an  unknov/n  tonnage  in  Italy.  The  Canadian  purchases  of  shelled 
filberts,  .according  to  Turkish  sta.tistics,  f^'.r  cxcovjdcd  those  of  the 
United  States;  ho-7ev:.r,  actual  United  States  import  figures  to  June  30 
indicate  1,194  tons  of  shelled  farkish  nuts  v;ero  imported  for  consump¬ 
tion  and  a.nother  6OO  tons  yjere  reported  in  United  States  bonded  r'archousos 
on  th".t  date.  .Indications  no\';  are  th^t  'chen  rhe  final  United  States  im¬ 
port  statistics  for  the  1950-51 son  arc  a.vailablc,  imports  of  shelled 
filberts  will  bo  slightly  bclov;  the  lO-ycar  (1940-49)  average.  United 
States  import  statistics  for  unshollod  filberts  sjio’v  only  3  tons  were 
imported  to  Jinic  30,  but  it  is  believed  these  were  incorrectly  listed  and 
should  bo  listed  as  shelled , 

The  prospects  for  the  foreign  195I“52  expert  soaso:i  arc  somcwlaat 
clouded  by  various  factors.  The  worsening  of  ehc  vjorld’s  political 
situa-tioii,  possible  higher  import  duties  in  Gornvny  sta.rtiiig  in  October, 
possible  restrictive  action  on  imports  of  tree  nuts  in  the  United  Sta.tcs 
and  elsewhere,  tho  unusually  heavy  suppl3’’  of  filoerts,  and  unccrt-'.in 
export  policy/'  of  Spo-in  h' vc  all  tended  to  cr^ato  some  uneasiness  on  tho 
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part  of  exporters  abroad.  In  addition  to  the  above,  Italian  growers 
are  still  thinking  in  terms  of  last  year’s  prices,  even  though  the 
Mediterranean  crop  of  filberts  is  no 'rly  tv/ioe  as  I'^rgo  as  last  year, 
and  that  the  Turkish  filborbs  v;ill  be  the ‘price "setters  during  the  nev; 
season,  Italian  groxvers  have  to  date  been  reluctant  to  reduce  their 
prices  and  thereby  have  made  it  difficult  for  the"  Italian  exporters  to 
start  oiierations.  The  Italian  Trade  is  hopeful  th"t  they  vrill  be  will¬ 
ing  to  sell  at  more  competitive  prices  in  a  few  weeks  or  months.  In 
Spain  the  official  export  pric^^s  arc  still  to  bo  set  and  other  regulations 
to  be  announced  before  Spanish  exporters  can  start  the  new  season. 


On  the  brighter  side  is  the  recent  reduction  of  the  British  import 
duties  by  2^  percent  and  the  reported  purchases  in  Turkey  by  the  British 
of  a  sizeable  tonnage.  There  has  also  boon  some  business  in  Turkey  vrith 
Most  Germany  for  prompt  shipment  ahead  of  the  higher  duties  vrhich  ''.re 
expected  to  go  into  effect  in  October.  Aside  fro.m  tjie  business  reported 
from  Turkoj'  in  nov.'-crop  nuts  it  appears  very  fovj  future  sales  hr.vc 
taken  pla.ee  so  far  this  scas.o.n.  There  appears  to  bo  a  feeling  among 
most  foreign  buyers  and  United  States  importers  tlmt  the  1951-52  price 
structure  will  adjust  itself  dowmeard  from  th'^'.t  of  the  proviou-s  season 
and  that  the  best  policy  is  to  wait  and  sec,  ospecia.lly  in  vio\i  of  the 
rather  largo  available  tonnages  this  season.  It  appc'^.rs  this  year’s 
foreign  loarket  will  get  off  to  a  slcn-j  start.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  Turkish  exporters  xvho  will  have  6?  percent  of  the  foreign  1951 
crop  to  sell  arc  more  optimistic  about  tho  season  than  arc  t'losc  of 
Italy  and  Spain  vjho  have  23  and  10  percent  respectively  of  tho  total 
production. 


IT XY ;  The  1951  prclinin''ry  osti^'Ttc  for  filbert  pr">duction  in  Italy 

is  31)900  short  tons  unshollcd  basis,  comp'-red  v.’ith  42,900  tons 
in  1950  and  32,700  tons  in  1949*  Tlr.  estim-'to  excoeds  the  10-yoar 
(I94O-49)  average  of  21,900  tons  by  46  percent  and  tlic  5-yoar  (1945-49) 
average  of  26,500  tons  by  20  p^rcert.  The  ostirrrte  for  the  Naplcs- 
Avcllino  district  is  22,000  tons,  up  slightly  from  the  July  forecast 
but  about  a  third  below  tbrnt  of  the  1950  crop,  Tho  estimate  for  Sicily 
is  also  up  slightly  from  tho  July  forecast  but  equal  to  tho  1950  crop, 

Tho  grcH'iing  conditions  in  both  districts’  v7orc  rather  spotted  but  no 
serious  damage  appears  to  have  been  suffered  considering  the  present  ex¬ 
pected  harvest.  It  is  apparent  novr  that  the  frost  and  \7ind  damage,  as 
had  bcoii  anticipated,  w'^s  over  estimated  carl^/'  in  the  season.  The  quality 
of  the  Naples  filberts  is  reported  to  bo  good.  In  Sicily  the  quality 
is  reported  as  being  very  good  "jith  Cimici''.to  dnv.iagp)  being  estimated  at 
half  normal  or  about  5  to  6  percent. 


The  195O-5I  marketing  season  ca.mc  to  a  close  with  remaining  stocks 
estimated  to  total  not  more  than  700  to]io  unshclled  basis,  the  bulk  of 
w'hich  v;crc  in  tho  Naplcs-Avcllino  district.  The  present  carry-over  stocks 
represent  about  2  percent  of  the  1950  h''rvcst  or  slightly  above  1  percent 
of  total  rv'^ilablo  supply  at  the  start  of  tho  sc'' soils  Considering  the 
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fact  that  tho  season  started  with  th^  largest  harvest  >n  record,  the 
disposal  of  tliis  huge  (luantity  r;rs  ;ohenor.ieiial.» 


The  su-ason  clos-.d  -rith  an  estiJ-r.tcd  36,000  short  tons  unshcllod 
basis  Ir.ving  been  ..^ported  during  the  12  eionths.  This  represents  about 
84  p>.rc.nt  of  the  1950  harv.^st  and  7S  P'.rccnt  of  the  total  supply  at 
th^  start  of  the  season.  Unfortunately  Italian  official  export  statistics 
for  the  entrie  ps:.riod  are  not  y^^t  ''■.vailablo .  The  abovo  estinir. ue  is  the 
largest  over  recozed^d  for  export  of  Italian  filb..rts  and  w.'-s  brought 
about  by  tiiv.  tvry  sreall  crop  in  Turlcoy*  Gcreiany  its  tho  prircipal  cics- 
tin-tion  for  Italian  filbert  ereports  followed  by  aoitzcrl-nd  and  ^  other 
t'jestern  Europwan  countries.  Tho  United  States,  .according  to  official 


United  States  inport  records  was  th. 
filberts. 


C.o  o 


tirntion  for  668  tons  of  shelled 


Tho  I95I-52  narlecting  yo-'^.r  is  just  starting  in  Italy  with  exporters 
in  Naol.es  not  too  optinistic  w’itli  regard  to  the  prospects  for  the  new 


non.  The  centinu^d  political  unrest  in  the  vrorld,  liargc  Turhish 


crop 


grow...rs  idoas  of 


priC’i.G  and 


the  lack  of 


all  arc  causing  the  Trade  to  wondor  whnt  will  happen, 
received  to  date  have  been 
Tho  G>.rr,ieji  inporters  h 


X  ore. 
The 


inquiries 
few  inquiries 

an  mainly  fron  the  United  Kingdom  and  Canada, 
boon  absent  from  tho  market  because  method  of 


pa.vment  for  such  imports  is  not  acceptable  to  the  Italians,  Little 
business  with  Germany  is  anticip'^ted  until  this  nottor  cc.n  be  straightonoo. 
out.  The  Naples  tr'^.do  hopv^s  grar!..rs  will  be  vrillirig  to  acce;it  mere 
competitive  px'ices  0i  little  later  in  the  soasoji  and  thus  mal'.o  it  possible 
for  the  exporters  to  compote  wTith  Sicily  and  Turkc37’,  The  present  prices 
in  the  Na-)lx,s  district  are  much  toe  high  to  attract  foreign  buyers. 


In  Sicily  cx'oortcrs  are  soiicvTh"t  m^rc  optimistic  with  regard  to 
exports  for  the  1951-52  season  althougli  tlv-ro  have  been  few  fon'rrd  sales 
ancl  few  inquiries  from  abroad.  The  Sici/.ioji  growwrs  arc  reported  to 
feel  thc3''  C'm  obtain  hig.h  prices  for  t’loir  filberts  and  so  f '’.r  t  he 
exporters  have  boen  u.nablo  to  na.ko  much  headvn.3'',  ^^t  present  exporters 
arc  thinking  in  terns  ef  about  :536  to  P3.7  f.,vO,b.,  Sicilj’’  for  220  pounds 
unshcllod  nuts.  The  feeling  among  tlio  trade,  appears  to  be  that  after 
growers  .have  sold  their  perishable  crops  and  realize  t’la.t  Turkish  nuts 
arc  .offx.ring  sc^rious  competition  prices  will  lov.'er.  The  Trade  in 
Sicily'  expects  Gcrnaeiy,  United  IZing.ion,  Sweden  and  Er'^.nce  to  bo  the 
principal  eorport  outlets.  It  appoa.rs  likolz’’  that  the  export  novenent 

'Will  not  start  in  volume  until  October, 

« 

SP-.IN;  Tho  1951  Spanish  filbert  crop  is  estimated  at  14,300  short  tons 
uns.luvlled  basis  conp'^rod  with  17,600  tons  in  1950  and  l6,500 
tons  in  1949.  Th.j  osti.i-tc  is  34  percent  below  tho  lO-o'oar  (1940-49) 
average  ;f  21,800  tons  and  28  percent  below  the  5-3^ear  (1945-49)  average 
ef  20,000  tons.  Tho  pi’oscnt  ostimate  is  doxm  slightly  from  the  forecast 
of  July  6, 
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Groring  CTinditi^rxS  had  boon  ro-)ortod  good  up  to  loto  Jmic.  Thcro 
havo  been  a  considerable  nunbor  of  rain  and  vjind  squalls  since  June 
vj.hich  arc  reported  to  have  caused  a  lioavi^r  t'lan  norr.;a.l  drop.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  sui.uTcr drop  sor.ie  fear  nov:  exists  that  rains  will  occur 
during  harvest  a^id  cause  nuts  to  nould  or  rot  on  thv.  ground. 

The  I95O-5I  raarl'otlng  yo-^T  c-'^jae  to  a  close  yitli  .an  estin^'-ted 
10,000  s'lort  tons  unshclled  basis  still  on  hand,  riostly  hold  by  grovrers* 
Present  carry-over  stochs  represent  about  57  percent  of  the  1950  harvest 
or  53  percent  of  the  carry-over  from  1949  and  the  195d  croi"'.  At  the  close 
of  the  1949-50  xMarl-reting  season  only  1,200  tons  rc.r.ined. 


The  I95O-5I  ria.rheting  season  vtc.s  without  doubt  one  of  the  poorest 
for  exports  for  soxwotinc.  Official  Spanish  export  d^'ta  for  the  , first 
nine  months  of  the  season  iandicate  a  corbined  total  of  shelled  and  un- 
Sxhellcd  filberts  exported  during  the  period  of  only  1,066  s.hort  tons. 
The  statistics  do  not  separate  shelled  aiod  unshclled.  The  Trade  csti- 
nr.tes  the  season  total  exports  were  1,079  short  t'^ns  of  shelled  and 
1,25s  tors  of  unshelled  or  ^a  total  of  about  3>600  short  tons  on  a.n  un- 


shcllcd  basis.  Tho  total  estinated  exports  for  the  season  represent 
about  20  percent  of  the  1950  harvest  or  19  porcx^nt  of  the  total  xav'.il^blc 
supply,  0.  r^ather  poor  show  considering  tho  short  supply  in  the  Moditcr- 
rxanca.n  during  1950. 


Tho  available  datox  indica.tc  617  sh.ort  tons  of  shelled  were  exported 
to  &'ntacrland,  39  t 'ns  to  the  United  IZingdOxU  Oxid  57  tons  to  the  United 
States  an"  I65  tons  to  Donr.r.rk.  The  balance  vrorc  c-portod  tva  11  other 
countries  in  relatively  minor  quantities.  The  United  Kingdom  vir.s  the 
prineijoal  destination  for  uns-hcllv^d  v;it]i  440  short  t:)ns,  France  second 
with  330  tons  and  GcrxWxany  third  v'itli  275  tons.  Caaiada  purchaf5cd  195  tons 
a^nd  t.ho  balance  v;cro  exported  to  v  rious  South  x'micrican  cauntrios  and 
Tangiers. 


Tile  principal  drawback  to  much  l^'-rger  exports  from  Spain  during  the 
season  is  attributed  to  the  dissatisfaction  by  grovrers  over  the  lo\7 
official  prices  paid  then.  They  hx^ld  tho  filberts  rather- tAan  .to  sell 
■at  such  lov;  pricos  rind  consv^quqntl;'’-  exporters  were  unable  to  secure  nuts 
for  exp-^rt  sales. 


The  prices  to  bo  paid  to  growers  liavc  recently  boon  increased  and 
the  Trade  noi7  feels  su;,iplies  will  be  i.iorc  rapidly  delivered.  There  is 
one  obstxaclc  to  what  othervjisc  would  be  a  jiirnal  market.  It  is  reported 
exporters  are  t i  be  required  to  accept  whatever  quantities  growers  declare 
to  thCx-i  in  line  witJi  officia.1  percentagewise  allocations.  The  exporters 
are  vorriod  they  will  bo  forced  to  acquire  huge  sticlis  and  tint  beca.usc 
of  the  largo  crops  in  Italy  and  especially  Turkey  will  havo  difficulty 
in  exporting  then.  It  appears  that  unless  some  if  not  c omp2.oto  decontrol 
is  put  into  offset,  tho  export-  of  this  product  of  Ta.rragona  is  agxain 
going  to  be  in  difficulty.  The  official  export  prices  for  the  1950-51 
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Go^-S  o  nuG joi'iccc'.  .icvj  'T-os  br.YO  ''t  yot  bcarti  r.;.iii"!Uiicocl,  It  is 

ro'yort..a- tlic  Syr\:.iish  Gov-rnn.:.nt  is  tcliii'-G  tho  Turlcisli  prices  v;ith  c. 
viov;  to  cstrblis’dns  truly  c  rip^titiTo  s^ri.s  lor  tli-.  Sp-nish  nuts 
in 


lopc  of  tcinyi  n.blc  t^  fispos-.  of  pr..Gcr.t  crop  -lui  enrry-ovor. 


ITHUIIY:  Tb.c  1951  pr^j.iuinory  ostinr.tc  of  filbert  prof  action  in  Tvirkcy 
is  95,700  sli^rt  tons  bnsis  c  rap -rod  vrith  23,000  tons 

in  1950  and  99,000  t -'ns  in  1949,  Tno  ostir.intb  cxcoods  tlio  lO-ycar 
(1940-49)  average  of  5-9,000  tons  by  65  porcont  and  tho  5-yoar  (1945-49) 
avorago  of  67,500  tons  by  42  percent.  The  ostimte  is  for  tho  second 
1-rgost  cro_;  on  r^-cord,  h-ving  been  c:cc>oedcd  only  by  tho  9^,000  tons 
in  1949. 


The  cstii,ntc  by  regions  is  as  follo’-'s;  Girosun  39,600  short  tons; 
Ordu  30,900  tecs;  Trabzon -Hop-  19,o00  tons  •- nd  Bolu  including  .'d'calcoca, 
5,500  tons. 

Growing  conditions  have  boon  very  good  all  se-sno.  Tho  traditional 
Blo.ck  Sea  stoin.is  n"  1-tc  June  did  not  naterializc  and  insect  danarjc  fron 
Balaninus  Nuoun  xrs  held  to  a  nininuio.  thds  sees  on,  According  to  infor- 
r.iation  just  received  the  quality  is  good  although  running  to  slip'htly 
snaller  Icoroiols,  In  viovj  of  tho  Ii>:.avv  crop  tiiis  tjog  to  bo  oocpcctcd. 


Tho  ripenine 


.od  rras  favored  vith  a;.-ole  \-7arn  -veathcr,  5.  rain  on 


August  10  gaVe  soiric  coricorn; 
danroge  resulted  from  this  Ir.te  rain. 


nov;  a,;ipoars  little  if  any 


Tho  remaining  stochs  fror.i  the  I95O  hr.rvost  ’/ore  estiu-ted  to  total 
only  700  short  tons  unshcllv.d  basis  on  July  1  and  as  the  1950-51  season 
closed  vere  estim-.ted  at  not  .nore  than  100  tons  mostly  in  t’l-  hands  of 

tlio  Cooperative, 


nacl'ors  such  ■* 


Tho  I95O-5I  eo:port  season  COJ..10  to  a  close  vith  about  9,919  short 
tong  of  shollwd  filberts  and  loss  tiirn  100  tons  of  unshellod  being  coc- 
ported,  d^ccording  to  -'.vailabl..  statistics  Host 'Gerroany  ovas  the  principo.l 
dostiniation  for  Turicish  sliolled  filberts  o’ith  2,396  short  tons,  follovrcd 
by  tho  United  EingdOi.i  nith  2,200  t  )ns,  Canada  v/ith  675  o-jid  Si'icdun  -'Tith 
636  tons.  a:itzcrla.id,  n  oin.ially  tho  largest  per  capita  c  nos  oner  of 
filberts,  according  to  available  st-tistics  vras  a  poor  narhet  ooith  only 
220  tons.  Tho  sqnc  st-tistics  credit  tho  United  States  vith  only  196 
tons  of  shelled  filberts;  hoi;cver,  thw  actual  United  States  import 
statistics  sliovr  1,  194  tons  \u.to  ir.iportcd  during  the  period  September  1, 
1950,  to  June  30,  1951*  The  difference  botv-'oen  the  t’.70  sots  of  statistics 
probably  is  explained  by  transactions  irvolving  third  countries  and  a 
rather  linitod  quantity  of  1949  h-rvest  oUthdravjn  fran  booided  voarchouscs 
in  the  United  St-tes  after  Sopter.bor  1,  1950, 


Tho  prices  of  Turicish  shelled  filberts  during  th.c  season  just  closed  v/ero 
high  bocauso  of  tlio  very  sioall  h'rvost  in  1950.  Thu  last  parcels  of  the 
1950  harvest  rioro  sold  at  around  6135  f.o.b,  Istanbul  per  220 


Tho  exporters  a::ipG.'ir  to  bo  auticipating  little  cl.iff icultj'  in  clis- 
posir.g  of  tho  huge  nevJ  crop  during  the  1951-52  rnr.rketing  season.  About 
tho  only  uncertainties  causing  a  little  uneasiness  arc  tho  vforld’s 
unstable  political  condition  and  the  fact  that  West  G-ermany  intends  to 
place  a  higher  inport  duty  on  filberts.  A  rush  of  business  has  been" 
reported  v;ith  West  Germany  for  delivery  prior  to  October  1,  when  the 
higher  duty  v;ill  be  ;^ut  into  effect.  On  the  brighter  side  is  the  re¬ 
port  that  an  estimated  5 >500  short  tons  of  shelled  regulars  ha.vc  al¬ 
ready  been  sold  for  future  shipment,  most  of  it  to  tho  United  Kingdom, 
The  United  Kingdoiii  has  reduced  its  import  duties  from  10  percent  ad 
valorem  to  7^,  which  Turkish  oxpoi’ters  feel  will  greatly,  increase  the 
quantity  purchased  by  that  country,  A  certain  amount  of  hesitancy  on 
the  part  of  some  Europon.n  buyers  is  reported.  These  buyers  arp  anti¬ 
cipating  a  fall  in  tho  prices  from,  present  levels. 

Bolgiur.i,  France  and  Siveden  arc  reported  madjing  purchases  .of  lots 
in  the  neighborhood  of  5  tons,  Norway  and  the  Netherlands  a.ro  making 
inquiries  but  no  salos  have  been  reported  to  date,  Svritzorland  is 
holding  off  buying  pending  announcement  of  prices  in  Italy  and  Spain, 
United  States  buyers  are  reported  vjatching  the  market  in  hopes  of 
being  able  to  obtain-  shellod  nuts  at  $75  per  220  pounds  f.o.b,  Turkey 
or  lower.  It  is  reported  a  fev;  small  solos  at  that  level  have  been 
iTiade  through  third  countries. 

The  natter  of  third  country  deals  has:  boon  a  vexing  probleia  to 
the  Turkish  Government  for  some  timo,  Moasuros  taken  designed  to  curb 
such  doals  always  appear  to  have  a  hidden  joker  w'hich  has  permitted 
some  circumvention  of  the  regulations.  Tho  Union  of  Filbert  Exporters 
lias  come  up  vjith  a  new  set  of  regulations  vxhich  it  hopes  will  solve  this 
problem. 

The  exporters  must  register  xvith  the  Union  of  Filbert  Exporters  all 
sales  abroad,  and  establish  contract  price  in  accorc'ance  with  prices 
ruling  on  (’ate  of  sale,  specification  of  tho  goods,  year  of  production, 
delivery  date  and  certain  other  data.  If  the  Union  suspects  fraud  or 
collusion  they  will  refuse  to  register  the  sale  and  issue  no  export 
certificate.  Customs  will  prohibit  tho  exportation  of  goods  not  liaving 
a.  certificate, 

A  resolution  vjas  fraried  by  the  Istanbul  Foreign  Steamship  Agents 
to  vjr event  the  contravention  of  Turkish  laws  'by  their  group.  Those 
agreeing  to  tho  resolutions  will  not  collaborate  with  exporters  using 
unethical  methods.  The  text  of  the  resolution  .is  as  follovjs: 

”No  modification  vdiatsoevcr  concerning  tho  destination  of  the 
merchandise  riiay  be  made  oao  the  ship’s  manifest  after  t.hat  document  has 
been  soon  by  tho  Customs  unless  notice  is  given  in  vrriting  to  the 
Customs  and  exchange  control  authorities.  In  cases  where  mention  has 
been  made  on  the  bills  of  lading  of  an  option  of  discharge  of  merchandise 
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in  one  or  so\’’oral  ports,  that  option  must  figure  clearly  and  separately 
on  tlio  manifests  delivered  to  the  Customs,” 

Tho  Turkish  Government  has  also  taken  official  action  to  assist  the 
filbert  industry  in  maintaining  a  fair  price  by  tho  folloiving  action: 

”ht  tho  mooting  of  the  Comicil  of  Ministers  on  July  20,  1951,  i't 
has  boon  decided  to  put  into  effect  tho  attached  Decision  Do,  4/^35 
regarding  the  allocation  of  credits  and  the  authorization  of  the  Ministry 
of  Commerce  and  Economy  to  purchase  filberts  of  the  1951~52  crop  for  tho 
purpose  of  appreciating  the  price  of  such  filberts. 

Decision  No,  4/^35* 


1,  Tho  Ministry  of  Econor.iy  and  Trade  has  been  authorized,  by  virtue 
of  Article  26  of  the  Lan  on  National  Protection,  to  purchase  filberts  ' 
from  tho  producers  during  the  1951-52  crop  years,  and  for  this  purpose, 
in  accordance  mith  /jiticlo  43  of  the  same  law  TL  3^,000,000  from  the 
capital  mentioned  therein,  has  been  allocated  to  the  above  Ministry, 


2,  The  Giresun  Filbert  Agricultural  Sales  Cooperatives  Union  has 
been  chared  vMth  the  gathering,  manipulation  and  sale  of  tho  filberts 
montioned  in  paragraph  1,  In  this  connection,  to  cover  administrative 
expenses,  up  to  2  percent  of.  tho  purcliaso  prico  V'all  bo  paid  to  tho  Union 
such  amount  to  be  fixed  by  a  coriimission  to  be  appointed  by  the  Ministry 
of  Economy  and  Trade, 


3.  This  decision  enters  into  effect  on  the  date  of  publication.” 


By  U.  P,  Schroibor,  ba.sod  in  part  upon  United  States  foroigu  sorvicc 
reports. 


in-TIISD  SrAISS:  imports,  for  consuiaption,  of  shelled  and  unshelled  filberts 


(Crop  year,  September-Aucmst ) 


Year 

Italy 

Spain 

Turkey 

other 

Total 

■ 

■ 

■ 

countries 

• 

• 

Short  tons 

.Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

: Short  tons 

Average: 

SHELLED 

1940-41/1949-50 

48 

195 

2,175 

29 

2,447 

1945-46/1949-50 

87 

24 

3,651 

57 

3,819 

Annual: 

1945-46 

173 

6 

4,231 

'  180 

4,595 

1946-47 

133 

1 

4,921 

5 

5,060 

1947-48 

39 

0 

2,398 

ir 

2,448 

1948-49 

43 

0 

3,623 

30 

3,696 

1949-50 

43 

113 

3,032 

60 

3,298 

1950-51  V 

668 

94 

1,194 

79 

2,035 

LDJSHELIAID 

Average : 

1940-41/1949-50 

207 

31 

1 

0 

239 

1945-46/1949-50 

406 

58 

2 

0 

466 

/annual : 

1945-46 

361 

220 

8 

0 

589 

1946-47 

1,600 

69 

■  0 

0 

1,669 

1947-48 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1948-49 

44 

0 

0 

0' 

44 

1949-50 

24 

C 

0 

0 

24 

1950-51  1/ 

0 

0 

•  0 

0 

'y  10  months,  September  through  Jiuie. 

Compiled  frora  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  - 


n!TIT':ID  STATES:  Exports  of  filberts  for  censurantion  1/ 
(Crop  yocT,  Soptoi.iber-August ) 


Year 

/urgent  ina 

Canada 

Cuba 

Mexico 

Other 

Total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tohs 

Average : 

1945-46/1949-50 

12 

46 

150 

9 

50 

267 

/uinual : 

1945-46 

0 

21 

97 

3 

28 

149 

1946-47 

52 

45 

158 

12 

23 

290 

1947-48 

6 

155 

145 

28 

132 

466 

1948-49 

0 

4 

162 

1 

27 

194 

1949-50 

0 

6 

188 

0 

42 

236 

1950-51  2/ 

0 

27 

280 

5 

25 

337 

1/  Unclassified  as  to  shelled  and  unshellod.  Included  in  ’’other”  nuts  before  1943 

2/  10  months,  September  through  Juno, 

Corapiled  frora  official  records  of  the  Bui’cau  of  the  Census, 


or 


o 


2 1  1951 

m  13-51  OF  liU^iQis  September  17,  1'551 

1951  FOREIGN  ADiOND  PRODUCTION  ABOHI'  AVIIRAGE 


The  1951 'P^sFiminaiy  estimate  of  sheli.ed  almond  production  in  the 
leading  foreign  producing  countries  is  65,600  short  tons  compared ^vd.th' 
93,500  tons  in  1950  and  61,700  tons  in  1949.  TliO  present  estimate  is 
about  equal  to  the  10-year  (1940-49)  average  by  7  percent  belov:  the 
5-year  (1945-49)  average  of  70,900  tons. 


The  estimate  for  the  group  of  countries  is  dov/n  slightly  from  the 
forecast  of  June  25,  1951.  A  small  decline  from 'the  forecast  is  re¬ 
ported  for  Italy,  Portugal  and  Spain  v/hile  very  small 'increases  are  re¬ 
ported  for  French  Morocco  and  Iran.  The  United  States  estimate  on 
September  1  for  almonds  was  43,300  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  com¬ 
pared  with  37,700  tons  in  1950,' 


Growing  conditions  generally  v;ere  not  as  satisfactory  as  a  year 
earlier  although  little  real  serious  damage  has  been  reported.  Sicily, 
French  Morocco'  and  Iran  had  sojme  frost  damage.  Sicily  also  reports 
some  losses  due  to  strong  winds.  In  Spain  growing  conditions  v%'ere  on 
the  v/hole  generally  favorable  but  by  districts  somev.'hat  spotty.  There 
v;as  am.ple  rain  and  very  little  frost  damage.  The  1951  alm.ond  crop  in 
the  Mediterranean  Basin  followed  the  largest  harvest  on  record  and  could 
be  expected  to  be  'some'what  srualler. 


The  I95O-5I  marketing  season  ended  with  an  estimated  8,300  short 
tons  remccining  unsold  in  the  6  foreign  countries,  compared  with  5,200 
tons  at  the  same  time  last  year.  This  year’s  carry-over  represents 
about  8  percent  of  the  1950  harvest.  On  the  ba.sis  01  the  best  avail¬ 
able  inforraation  at  this  time  it  is  estimated  some  3,300  tons  remain  in 
Italy,  3,000  tons  in  Spain,  800  tons  in  Portugal  and  600  tons  in  Iran. 
In  France  not  more  than  100  toiis  remain  and  lor  all  practical  purposes 
nothing  is  available  in  French  Morocco  from  the  previous  harvest. 

The  I95O-5I  marketing  season  came  to  a  close  with  perhaps  a  nev; 
record  for  shelled  almond  tonnage  moved  into  internati.onal  trade.  Un¬ 
fortunately  the  official  export  statistics  for  the  entire  group  of 
countries  for  the  season  ivill  not  be  a.vailable  for  some  time.  On  the 
basis  of  such  official  statistics  as  are  available  and  Trade  estimates 
for  the  months  not  covered  by  official  figures,  it  is  estimated  that 
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^'JLl/IOIIDS ,  SHELLED:  Estim''.tcd  coriuncrcial  production  in  specified 
countries,  1951  v;ith  comparisons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

France 

French 

Morocco 

Iran 

Italy 

1 

[Portugal 

• 

• 

I 

» 

Spa  in 

Foreign 

total 

United 
States 
un she lied 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 
t  ons 

Average : 

1940-49 

700 

2,100 

6 ,6oo 

29,200 

2,200 

24,100 

64,900 

25,500 

1945-49 

700 

2,700 

7,000 

34,600 

2,800 

23,100 

70,900 

34,300 

^innual : 

1945 

500 

3,300 

6,6oo 

50,600 

2,300 

26,400 

89,700 

27,200 

1946 

700 

2,400 

7,700 

33,000 

3,700 

■a- 

XO 

0 

0 

71,700 

37,800 

1947 

1,000 

1,200 

6,000 

46,200 

1,100 

22,000 

77,500 

29,200 

1948 

1,100 

3,300 

7,000 

18,700 

2,900 

21,000 

54,000 

34,000 

1949 

300 

3,300 

7,700 

24,300 

4,200 

21,900 

61,700 

43,300 

1950  1/ 

i,6oo 

3,900 

7,100 

55,000 

5,100 

25,800 

98,500 

^37,700 

1951  1/2/ 

1,100 

3,600 

7,000 

25,500 

2,600 

25,800 

65,600 

43,300 

y  Preliminary. 

Revised. 

Office  of  Foreign  ^vgricultural  Relations.  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of 
official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  U.  S,  Foreign  Service 
officers,  results  of  office  research  and  other  information. 


about  73,000  short  tons  moved  into  international  trade  during  1950-51. 
This  figure  represents  about  79  percent  of  the  estimated  ].950  production, 
Italj  '.vas  the  leading  exporter  v;ith  44^220  tons,  or  57  percent  of  the 
total,  and  Spain  v;as  second  v^ith  an  estimated  22,000  tons,  or  23  percent. 

The  principal  buyer  of  shelled  aLmonds  during  the  season  7;as  West 
Gcnany,  followed  by  the  United  Kingdom,  France,  Switzerland  and  the 
Scandinavian  countries.  The  United  States  imports  for  consumption  from 
September  1,  1950  to  June  30  v;ere  6,099  tons,  of  vdii.oh  4>63B  tons  were 
from  Italy,  1,334  tons  from  Spain,  and  the  balance  from  the  other  pro¬ 
ducing  areas.  The  United  States  imports  for  the  entire  1949-50  season 
totalled  only  747  tons.  The  heavy  export  movement  during  the  season 
’was  probably  caused  by  attractive  prices  of  Italian  aLmonds  early  in 
the  season  and  the  more  fn.vorable  relationship  betvreen  almond  and  fil¬ 
bert  prices.  The  improved  econoiaic  conditions  in  Europe  and  unusually 
heavy  buying  because  of  the  disturbed  vrorld  situation  also  are  believed 
to  have  contributed  to  a  good  export  year.  There  nere  aJ.so  other  factors 
that  contributed  to  making  it  a  record  season. 


The  1951-52  exoort  season  abroad  is  starting  slowly  and  sdth  little 
optLmism  as  to  how  it  v.Lll  turn  out.  The  available  supply  of  aLmonds 
in  the  foreign  countries  is  considerably  below  ths.t  of  lost  year,  but 
the  new-crop  and  carry-over  total  about  73^900  tons  v/hich  is  a  good 
average  supply.  The  supply  of  filberts  is  the  third  largest  on  record 
while  present  information  indicates  a  smaller  walnut  harvest  is  expected. 


Early  in  the  summer  with  the  record  export  tonnage  in  1950-51  still 
fresxh  in  mind  little  difficulty  v.ras  expected  by  foreign  exporters  in 
disposing  of  the  1951  harvest.  Their  ideas  appear  to  hove  changed  slowly 
during  the  suramer  months.  The  heavy  future  sales  made  last  summer 
’were  not  repeated  this  season.  The  economic  conditions  ire  perhaps  a 
little  better  abroad  than  last  year  but  the  political  situation  shov;s 
no  improvement  ’which  might  affect  the  sales  of  nuts;  in  fact,  the  rush 
of  business  apparently  inspired  by  the  Korean  situation  last  yeir  is 
absent  this  sosison. 


The  present  price  levels  for  shelled  almonds  are  considerably  above 
those  of  last  year's  opening  abroad  and  gro-.;ers  generally  are  inclined 
to  hold  for  higher  prices  at  this  time.  The  Italian  prices  up  to  a  fc'w 
days  ago  were  considered  more  or  less  tentative  until  the  Spanish  official 
prices  v/ere  announced.  The  Spanish  prices  arc  now  being  studied  by 
Italian  exporters  ’with  a  view-  to’.;ards  making  adjustm.ents  if  possible 
’Which  -would  be  competitive. 

The  United  States  is  not  expected  to  be  in  the  market  for  an^hing 
like  the  1950-51  volume.  This  is  based  on  the  large  crop  in  California 
this  year  and  the  carry-over  in  both  gro’wers '  end  users’  heiids.  There 


are  also  possible  revstricbivo  measures  on  the  importation  of  tree-nuts 
to  be  considei’ed. 


In  the  European  raarket  Germany  is  reported  planning  higher  Lmport 
duties  and  the  licensing  of  "nports  is  still  unsettled.  The  United 
Kini?dom's  reduction  of  its  iicport  duties  by  2-|-  percent  should  help, 
Expoi'ter's  in  Italy  and  Spjiin  believe  the  present  lack  of  interest  by 
foreign  buyers  in  Europe  is  at  least  pr.rtially  due  to  thv^ir  v/aiting  to 
see  u'hat  trend  the  Turkish  filbert  market  '.vill  take. 

Early  in  the  suramer  erporters  generally  thought  the  prices  then 
being  asked  v/ould  continue  into  the  1951-52  season.  Nov;,  however,  they 
are  not  so  sure  because  of  the  lad;  of  foreign  inpuiries.  They  be¬ 
lieve  that  after  the  price  situation  becomes  stabilized  the  sarnc  group 
of  European  countries  will  ent^r  the  market  and  the  crop  will  move. 

The  market  is  not  expected  to  be  as  active  as  last  year, 

France;  The  1951  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  production  in 
France  is  1,100  shoji  tons  compared  v/ith  1,600  tons  in  1950 
and  300  tons  ia  1949.  The  forecast  exceeds  the  10-year  (1940-49)  and 
the  5-year  (1945-49)  average  of  700  tons  by  57  percent. 

Grov.’ing  conditions  have  been  favorable  ail  season.  Rainfall  has 
been  ample  and  nuts  have  sized  v;ell.  Thci-e  has  been  relatively  little 
insect  damage.  The  smaller  production  this  season  is  attributed  to  the 
fact  that  it  follovjs  a  large  crop  of  the  previous  year. 

The  I95O-5I  season  ended  ’vith  stocks  of  domestic  and  imported  afLmonds 
totalling  not  more  than  100  tons.  Franco  is  a  relatively  unimportant 
producer  of  aimonds  and  a  iieavy  importer. 

The  imports  during  the  1950-51  season  totrlled  about  9^270  short  tons 
of  shelled  nuts  of  '..'hich  Itsiy  supplied  5^542  tons,  French  Morocco 
1,482  tons,  Spain  980  tons  with  the  balance  from  various  other  sources. 
Import  restrictions  on  Italian  aljtionds  v;ere  removed  in  August  1950  and 
Italirji  almonds  as  a  consequence  dominated  the  French  market. 

Prices  at  mid-Au''ust  in  Ma’^seille  for  old-crop  (1950  harvest), 
unseiect  v/ere  39  cents  per  pound.  Italian  unselcct  40  cents  and  new-crop 
from  Tunisia,  c.i.f.  liarseillo  37  cents  [xr  pound.  No  firm  prices  for 
nevr-croD  domestic  have  '-'et  been  established,  bub  it  is  renorbed  dealers 
are  thinking  in  terms  of  41  cents  per  pound  for  unselect  up  bo  52  cents 
for  the  best  grades. 

The  Trade  seems  to  hr.ve  been  well  s.atisficd  w’it]!  last  season's 
operations  even  though  unable  to  export  any  appreciable  tonnage,  French 
domestic  consumption  has  increased  to  about  3,800  tons  per  year,  so 
large  Laports  T/;ill  be  required.  Imports  during  the  1951-52  season  from. 


Italy  are  expected  to  be  sliyhtly  less  than  last  year.  Iniports  from 
Spain  are  expected  to  be  laryer  provided  the  prices  are  coiipetitive 
v/hile  pi’esent  prices  of  the  Portuguese  niaJ^e  imports  from  that  country 
improbable.  Fev;,  if  any,  French-grovm  aLmonds  are  expected  to  be  ex¬ 
ported  except  to  the  Colonies. 

French  Morocco;  The  1951  preliminary  estim.ate  of  shelled  aJxiond  pro¬ 
duction  in  French  L’orocco  is  3^600  short  tons,  up 
slightly  from  the  forecast  of  June  25.  This  estim-.tc  may  be  compared 
v.'ith  3j900  tons  in  1950  "nd  3^300  tons  in  1949*  The  estimate  exceeds 
the  10-year  (1940-49)  average  of  2,100  tons  by  ?!  percent  and  the  5-ycar 
(1945-49)  average  of  2,700  tons  by  33  percent. 


There  v;as  some  spring  frost  damage  in  the  area  south  of  the  Atlas 
Mountains  near  Agadir  and  Tiznit  and  drought  in  the  Lla.rrakccn  area.  The 
quality  is  reported  good. 


There  are  no  carry-over  stocks  from  the  1950  harvest  according  eo 
the  latest  available  information.  The  1950-51  export  season  closed 
for  all  practical  purposes  at  the  end  of  June  v;ith  exports  toL/".lling 
4,122  short  tons.  This  tonnage  exceeds  the  esthaated  oroduction  for 
the  year.  The  Trade  nov;  believes  groanrs  held  somevrheat  more  almonds 
than  '.'ras  estimated  a  year  ago  and,  because  of  favorable  prices,  orought 
them  to  market.  Qermany  vras  the  destinati.on  for  1,766  short  tons  and 
the  United  Kiri-dom  for  1,2.63  tons.  France  and  French  areas  took  993 
short  tons  and  the  balance  nent  bo  vairious  other  countries. 


The  1951-52  season  is  getting  off  to  a  slox  start  as  it  is  reported 
the  ha.rvest  has  been  late.  The  first  nev:-crop  nuts  in  very  limited 
quan.tities  began  coming  in  around  mid.-August,  but  volurae  deliveries  are 
not  expected  until  the  middle  of  September  and  exports  nill  not  reach 
substantial  volume  until  the  end  of  this  month.  The  Trade  feels  quite 
confident  th?-t  no  difficulty  vrill  bo  experienced  in  moving  the  entire 
exportable  surplus  mostly  to  the  same  destinations  tha.t  took  the  bulk, 
of  last  year’'s  crop.  At  present,  it  is  reported,  exporters  are  rrilling 
to  do  business  vvith  the  United  States  on  the  basis  of  Oe'6,50  per  220 
pounds,  f.o.b.  Morocco  bub  some  of  the  Trade  are  a  little  fearful  of  a 
sliahb  droo  in  price  v/hen  the  season  reaches  its  peak.  T.his  is  the  re¬ 
verse  of  vfhat  has  actually  happened  in  August  *..'hen  the  first  ofiers 
came  out.  The  price  rose  sli  •‘htly  the  following  yeek  to  the  (fS6,50 
level.  No  inquiries  from  the  United  States  are  reported  bo  date. 


Iran;  The  1951  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  production  in 
Iran  is  7,000  short  tons  compared  viith  7,100  tons  in  1950  and 
7,700  tons  in  1949.  The  estimate  exceeds  the  10-ye<ar  (1940-49)  average 
of  6,600  tons  by  about  3.  oerc^^nt,  bub  is  the  sa.mc  as  the  5-,7aar  (1945-49) 
average.  The  estnnatc  is  up  slightly  from  the  fore. cast  of  June  25, 

There  are  in  addition  to  the  saeeb  aLmonds  an  estimated  700  tons  of 
bj.tbcrs. 
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Gro'-.dng  conditions  dar:Ln_^  the  senson  '.vcy  c  fjenornlly  not  o.o  favorable 
as  the  procedin^'T  season.  Ample  rainfall  -  as  reported  durinp  January 
and  February,  but  liarch  v:as  dry  and  v:arm.  Dunn"  April  a  freeze  '.-'as 
r^porlcd  "hich  at  first  y'as  feared  to  have  caused  concidcrable  damaye; 
hovT-’ver,  as  the  season  pro'^ressed  it  —as  found  the  damaf^c  v/as  relatively 
small , 


The  1950-51  ma.rkotina'  season  ended  a;ith  an  estimated  600  tons, 
shelled  basis,  remaining  from  the  1950  harv^.st.  This  '.;as  about  half 
the  quantity  remaining  a  year  earlier.  The  c.arr3''-over  represents  loss 
than  1  percent  of  the  1950  harvest  and  carry-over  at  the  start  of  the 
season. 

Exports  during  the  1950-51  marketing  year  aerc  estimated  to  have 
totalled  about  4,500  short  tons  shelled  basis  compared  aith  3,300  tons 
in  1949-50.  Official  Iranian  statistics  shov  shelled  and  unshclled 
combined  and  are  not  yet  available  for  the  entire  season.  The  above 
cstijyi  tes  arc  based  on  Trade  estimates.  The  ostin-'‘',tcd  exports  repre¬ 
sent  about  63  percent  of  the  1950  harvest  or  54  percent  of  the  available 
supply  at  the  start  of  the  season,  (carry-over  froi.i  1949  and  1950 
harvest). 

Pakistan  v;as  the  principal  destin'tion  for  almond  exports  during 
the  season.  According  to  available  estimates  over  half  of  the  total 
—as  sent  to  that  country  and  India  the  second  largest  buy-^r  of 
Iranian  almonds.  Both  of  these  countries  purchase  substaitial  quanti¬ 
ties  of  unshclled  as  ’.veil  as  shelled  nuts.  There  ‘.’ore  about  300  tons 
exported  to  8  other  countries  of  a'hich  Iranian  statistics  sho—  11  tons 
v:erc  to  the  United  States.  The  Iraiiian  almond  is  not  readily  accept¬ 
able  in  the  United  States  because  of  the  high  percentages  of  bitter 
nuts.  The  Near  East  rirr'icts  are  apparently  more  vlllino-  to  accept  bitter 
almonds  in  lots  of  sexet.  Geraiany  ajid  the  Netherlands  made  some  pur¬ 
chases  during  the  season,  but  the  total  tonna'^o  mas  relatively  small. 

The  prospects  for  the  1951-52  export  s^-ason  ".re  a  little  uncertcain  at 
this  timv^.  The  present  political  tension  in  the  Ni.,ar  East  is  causing 
some  hesitancy  on  the  part  of  foreign  buyers.  The  Trade  is,  homev^r, 
hopeful  that  some  3,300  tons  sh^^lled  basis  v;ill  bo  available  for  export 
abroad,  assuming  the  domestic  consumption  rate  docs  not  c.xcecd  th"t  of 
last  year.  Inquiries  for  n>..".--crop  nuts  have  been  received  from  Pricistan, 
India  and  Germany  -..'hich  lead  e::port:,rs  bo  believe  a  good  demand  may 
develop  's  the  season  progress-;  s.  At  th^  end  of  August  the  f.o.b. 
Khorramshar  for  sheller  run  mas  about  34  cents  per  pound,  but  for  grades 
and  specifications  recuired  by  United  States  importers,  exporters  claim 
they  -.vould  hx.vc  to  h''vo  at  least  50  cents  per  pounds,  a  price  -,'hich  -.aould 
not  attract  United  States  buyers.  It  appears  ' b  this  time  bh"t  thu 
bulk  of  the  bulk  of  the  season's  exports,  as  usual,  ’."ill  go  to 
Pakistan  and  oth..r  N.^ar  East  countries. 


I 
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Italy:  The  1951  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  production  in 

- -  Italy  is  25,500  short  tons,  shelled  basis,  compared  with  55,000 

tons  in  1950  and  24,300  tons  in  1949.  The  estimate  is  13  percent  less 
than  the  10-ycar  (1940-49)  average  of  29,200  tons  and  2o  percent  less 
th^n  the  5-yLr  (1945-49)  average  of  34,600  tons  The  estim  e  is  down 
slightly  from  the  forecast  of  June  25,  1951.  In  the  Ban  diotri  i 
is  now  anticipated  14,000  tons  will  be  harvested _ and  ^ 

about  11,500  tons.  The  present  estimate  for  Ban  is  up  sligh  .y  .  - 
that  for  Sicily  is  dovra  slightly  from  the  forecast. 

The  present  season  was  marked  by  favorable  growing _ condit ions  generally 
in  the  Bari  district  but  the  set  was  rather  light.  Sicily  reports  les.. 
favorable  conditions  with  strong  winds  and  considerable  frost  damage  in 
March.  In  both  districts  this  year’s  crop  follows  a  very  largo  one  an 
was  exnected  to  be  much  smaller.  The  percentage  of  simll 
is  reported  to  bo  much  less  than  last  year  as  the  nuts  siaod  much  bett  .r 
than  in  1950,  quality  in  both  areas  is  reported  as  being  very  goo  . 

The  I95O-5I  marketing  season  camo  to  a  close  with  an ^  e-’sbimatod  3,^00 
short  tons  remaining  in  all  of  Italy.  The  Bari  district  is  reported,  to 
have  about  2,200  tons  and  the  balance  is  in  Sicily.  Most  of  tho^ carry¬ 
over  is  reported  to  bo  in  growers’  and  spocuL? tors’  possession,  wi bh 
little  in  the  hands  of  exporters.  The  carry-over  stocks  arc  6onig  el 
in  hopes' of  higher  prices  since  this  year’s  harvest  is  small.  The  carry¬ 
over  a  year  ago  from  the  1949  harvest  was  only  1,B00  short  tons.  The 
present  carry-over  represents  about  ?  porcent  of  tho  1950  harvest. 

The  I95O-5I  export  season  tonnago-vrisc  'was  phenomenal  in  tho  volume 
moved,  tliough  not  entirely  satisfactory  at  times  for  exporters. 
sec  son  started  with  low  prices  and  some  confusion,  roacie 

its  stride.  According  to  Istituto  Commorcio  Bstoro,  44,220  short  ions 
of  almonds  wore  exported  from  September  1,  1950  to  July  1,  1951  compared 
with  25,300  tons  for  the  entire  1949-50  season.  During  tho -same  per 10 
3,740  short  tons  of  unshelled  wore  exported  compared  with  2,865  for  the 
entire  previous  season. 

The  principal  destination  for  exports  of  s.hcllod  almonds  according 
to  Italian  statistics  wroro  as  follows:  Go.rmany,  11,087  short  tons; 

United  Kingdom,  7,471  tons  and  Franco,  5,124  tons.  Tho  United  Sbates  is 
given  as  the  destination  for  2,990  short  tons  and  Canada  for  2^  tons. 

The  balance  was  exported  to  many  other  countries  including  most  western 
European  coirntries,  India,  Pakistan  and  South  American  countries.  .  i'- 
exporting  of  unsAelled  nuts  was  largely  to  tho  United  Kingdom,  Germany, 
Franco  and  the  usual  Near  East  countries. 

The  rapid  pace  at  vjhich  exports  vjero  made  is  porlvips  best  illustrated 
b-.r  the  fact  that  in  the  first  4  months  of  the  season  31,284  .short  "t^o^s 
of  shcllod  almonds  wore  exported  of  which  11,966  tons  wore  during  October. 
The  shipments  to  the  United  States  started  with  153  short  tons  in  ooptember 
and  roachod  1,308  tons  in  Novembe:  then  gradually  declined,  according  to 
Italian  statistics.  Tho  total  exports  of  she? led  almonds  to  all  countries 
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reported  during  the  first  10  months  represent  about  80  percent  of  the 
1950  i:ir.rv03t. 

The  successful  movement  of ■ such  a  large  tonnage  of  shelled  almonds 
in  the  export  trade  v/as  made  possible  by  a  number  of  factors,  among  them 
being  th^  short  filbert  crop  in  Turkey  v/hich  brought  higher  filbert 
prices  and  I077  prices  in  comparison  for  almonds.  There  must  hr.vc  un¬ 
doubtedly  boon  a  fair  volume  of  v>hat  raight  be  called  "scare-buying," 

The  domestic  demand  xvas  reported  also  as  having  boon  larger  than  normtal. 

The  f.o.b,  prices  for  shelled  almonds  in  the  B^'.ri  district  and  Sicily 
fluctuated  uidoly  during  the  season,  larl.y  in  the  se^'sen  Bari  rr-^.s  quot¬ 
ing  in  the  vicinity  of  35,000  lire  per  J^SO  pounds  ('^bout  '‘)56.00)  for 
future  delivery  and  apparently  r-'^thor  hc^.v’'  sales  vrero  raado  at  that  level* 
The  outbreak  of  ‘/ar  in  Korea  and  the  general  political  tension  brought 
a  rise  in  price  to  46,000  lire  (about  '^37»60)  by  the  end  of  October, 

A  break  in  demand  and  prices  occurred  after  th^t  and  by  December  prices 
wore  caround  42,000  lire  (about  $67*20),  .\ftor  Xanuary  1,  the  m^.rket 
became  active  again  xvith  prices  climbing  and  reaching  about  50,000  lire 
(about  $80,00)  by  IVIay,  At  the  end  of  August  1951  prices  vrorc  bctvjccn 
52,000  and  56,875  lire  depending  on  grade,  dirlity  and  other  factors 
(about  $83*20  to  $91*00) ,  The  bulk  of  the  export  sales  apparently 
vrcrc  made  at  prices  between  $56,00  and  $67*20  per  220  pounds  f.o.b, 

Italian  ports.  The  Sicilian  prices  folloxTcd  about  the  same  pattern. 

The  1951-52  export  season  is  getting  undcr’.'iay  slowly  and  exporters 
believe  it  vrill  bo  a  much  slower  year  tlr^n  the  one  just  closed.  Prices 
are  r'tlicr  high  in  comp" risen  to  the  c^rly  p^'-rt  of  I'-.st  year,  the  political 
tension  h^.s  eased  somewhat,  and  the  supply  of  Turkish  filberts  is  l^rgc 
".nd  V7ill  offer  some  comeptition.  The  large  United  States  crop  is  expected 
to  reduce  the  dcm"'nd  from  th^.t  country,  especially  since  it  is  reported 
that  the  supply, of  Italian  bar-type  v/ill  bo  smaller  and  that  relatively 
largo  stocks  of  the  1950  crop  -.ro  reported  to  bo  still  in  United  St'^tos 
growers  and  industri'^l  users  hands* 

So  far  this  season  very  fevj  S'".los  for  future  delivery  have  been  re¬ 
ported  and  none  to  the  United  States,  A  fov;  p''rcols  h'^vc  boon  fixed  for 
Germany  to  fill  import  permits  still  unused*  A  few  small  sr.lcs  for 
Soptomber-October  delivery  have  boon  reported  to  the  Soviet  Union  and 
Czechoslovakia*  The  Itali'^.n  exporters  believe  most  foreign  buyers  have 
been  waiting  to  see  what  prices  vjould  bo  fixed  by  the  Spanish  Government 
and  v;hat  v/ill  happen  to  Turkish  filbert  prices  during  September  and 
October.  The  Spanish  official  export  prices  were  announced  few  days 
ago  and  arc  nox;  being  studied  by  Italian  exporters  to  see  wh^'t  can  be 
done  in  the  v-ir.y  of  competitive  prices.  The  continued  rcluct''ncc  of 
groxvers  to  sell  at  lov;>--r  prices  may  continue  for  sometime  ^.nd  prevent 
exporters  from  making  attractive  offers  '"broad.  There  is  ''.Iso  some  doubt 
as  to  vrhat  the  Uost  German  Govoynment  vrill  do  about  r''.ising  duties  and 
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the  issuance  of  inport  quotos.  At  this  time  th>:  m'^.rhet  is  very  quiet, 

l'Tcv7-crop  prices  f.o.b,  Ituly  for  220  pounds  '^.ro  currv.ntly  quoted  nt 

v83,20  to  'pOl.OO  nnd  since  little  nctunl  business  h'-s  boon  dono  -t  this 

level  must  be  considered  ns  bv;;in,q  only  nominnl  prices  until  th-  rinrhot 
becoiTiOS  ectivo.  There  is  some  doubt  on  pert  of  cspor'ciers  tirt  these 
prices  vjill  hold  in  view  of  the  Spanish  price  structure, 

3pai^:  The  1951  preliminary  ostim'^.tc  of  stiolled  almond  nroduction  in 
Spain  is  25,300  short  tons  or  the  same  as  in  1950  '"nd  somewh'-.t 
l-ar,'5cr  than  the  21,900  tons  in  1949*  Tbe  (jstim"'.tc  exceeds  the  10-ycar 
(1940-49)  aver-'",3o  of  24,100  tons  by  about  7  percent  ajid  the  5-y-ar 

(1945-49)  averago  cf  23,100  tons  by  about  12  percent.  The  present  esti¬ 

mate;  is  down  slip:htly  from  the  forecast  of  Juno  25 •  The  production  of 
Moll-res  (soft  shell)  is  estimated  at  3,500  short  tons,  unshellcd  basis, 
comp- rod  xjith  2,600  tons  in  1950, 

The  ostim-te  by  districts  is  as  follov/s:  licu'S  7,100  short  tons; 

Mal-ga  6,100  tons;  Yaloncia  6,400  tons  and  B'.lma  do  Mallorca  6,200  tons. 
These  estirpatos  rcl-to  to  the  producing  -roas  in  and  around  tho  districts 
n-med.  During  1950  theso  districts  arc  estiin-tod  to  havo  produced  tho 
follov;ing  tonn-.ges;  Rous  4,800  short 'tons;  M"laga  6,100  tons;  Valencia 
6,700  tons  and  Palirva  do  Mallorca  8,200  tons. 

The  growing  season,  while  somewhat  spotty,  w-s  rpa.rkod  by  -mplo 
rainf-11  and  frost  daaa-'.ge  p/ras  light,  E-rlier  in  the  season  -  slightly 
I'^rgcr  production  was  expected.  However,  as  h' rvest  approached  ideas 
of  th.;  size  of  the  crop  diminished.  It  vjas  expected  that  Mallorca  would 
have  a  smaller  crop  in  viuvj  of  the  heavy  one  of  the  previous  Sv-ason, 

On  tlivj  m-inland  of  Spa.in  Mal-.ga'  province  this  ye-r  is  ostirirtod  to  have 
tho  largest  output  vjith  -.bout  3,l62  short  tons  folloi'.red  by  Lcrida,  vfith 
2,887  tons,  Alic-nte  with  2,062  tons  and  Huosc-  -nd  Murciri  provinces 
with  1,650  tons  each.  There  is  some' fear  that  early  r-ins  may  cause 
some  loos  before  tho  entire  Irrvest  is  completed.  The  kernels  arc  running 
to  larger  sizes  than  last  season, 

Tho  1950-51  m-,rketing  season  came  to  a  close  in  Spain  w'ith  an  osti- 
m.ated  3,C)00  short  tons,  shelled  basis,  remaining  in  tho  country  comp^'.rod 
with  2,200  tons  last  year.  The  c'^rry-over  repres>^nts  -bout  12  percent 
of  the  1950  harvest  -.nd  11  percent  of  tho  carry-over  from  1949  plus  1950 
■a.rvcst.  The  c-rry-ovoj--  from  1950  is  mostly  in  Rous,  M-llorca  -nd 
Y<alencia.-  -T-ho  Malaga  district  appears  to  have  fairly  well  sold  out  with 
estimates  of  3toc.kc  running  between  100  and  200  tons,  Tho  present  stocks 
in  all  dcsitricts  are  r  .'ported  1-rgcly  in  exporters’  h-nds. 

The  I95O-5I  export  se;".son  tonrr;gc-\.jiso  would  appo-r  to  h-vc  been  vory 
successful  si3icc  it  is  estimated  by  trade  sources  that  soaio  22,000  short 
tons,  shelled  basis,  v.Tero  exported.  This  tonnage  m.ay  bo  comp-rod  v;ith 
15,838  short  tons  a  ye-r  earli^^r  -nd  17,237  tons  in  1948-49*  Unfortunatoly 


/ 
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Spanish  official  statistics  do  not  separate  shelled  and  unshellod  '’.nd  are 
not  'available  for  the  entire  season.  The  ostiirr.tod  exports  represent  about 
85  percent  of  the  1950  production  or  79  percent  ef  the  carry-over  from 
1949  plus  1950  h'^rvest.  The  exportation  of  almonds  vr.s  considerably  more 
successful  thaji  that  of  filberts* 

The  United  Kingdom  was  the  principal  destination  for  Spanish  alm.onds 
with  an  estimated  9j900  short  tons  or  45  percent  of  the  total  exports* 

The  United  St^'tes  was  the  second  most  important  buyer,  according  to 
Spanish  sources,  with  1,650  short  tons.  The  Trade  Imd  been  very  optimistic 
l"tc  in  1950  v/ith  regard  to  exports  to  the  United  States,  estimating  the 
tonnage  v;ould  reach  2,200  tons.  According  to  United  States  imports  for 
consuraption  figures  1,334  tons  had  actually  been  imported  and  469  tons 
arc  reported  as  being  in  bvondod  warehouses  on  duly  1,  1951 »  or  a  total 
of  1,803  tons.  The  exports  to  Germany  --'.nd  Switzerland  vrero  also  largo. 

The  195I-52  export  s.^ason  appe-'\rs  destined  to  have  a.  slov/  st-’.rt  since  the 
official  export  prices  Imvo  only  just  been  announced  and  all  the  various 
rogul^'.tions  a.ro  yet  to  be  studied  before  trading  can  start.  On  July  14>  1951 
the  rate  of  exchange  applicable  to  r.lmond  exports  was  changed  from.  24*09 
pesetas  to  21,90  to  the  U.S,  dollar.  The  effective  date  vras  August  1,  1951* 
The  rate  on  filberts  v;as  changed  from  18,615  pesetas  to  21,90,  the  same 
as  for  almonds.  The  nor;  r'-.tos  v;ill  make  it  a  little  more  difficult  to 
compete  in  the  interrr  tional  almond  trade,  but  easier  to  filberts.  The 
more  favorable  rate  for  filberts  is  said  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  moving 
present  I'-rgo  stocks.  The  exporters  will  be  permitted  to  sell  40  percent 
of  the  foreign  exch^.ngc  derived  from  the  sale  of  almonds  and  filberts 
in  the  free  market  in  Madrid,  The  remaining  60  percent  miust  be  sold  at 
the  r^tc  of  21,90  pesetas  per  U,S,  dollr'.r.  This  system  '’ppcars  will 
actually  result  in  the  exporter  receiving  an  average  of  about  29  pesetas 
per  U.S,  dollars  and  is  intended  to  place  him  in  a  moro  competitive 
position  in  the  international  market. 

The  Spanish  Gcvi-rnr.iont  v;ill  continue  to  control  the  industry  during 
tho  sor.son  no\7  getting  undcn'jay  although  exporters  would  like  to  have  a 
free  market  not  hampered  by  controls.  The  Trade  and  Government  officials 
feel  that  under  the  now  exchange  rates,  raid  official  prices  Spanish  almonds 
v;ill  bo  a  little  lower  than  last  year  and  expect  no  difficult^/-  in  disposing 
of  the  crop.  The  official  export  prices  vrere  announced  a  fev;  days  ago 
and  arc  as  follov'is  for  tho  United  States  a,nd  Canada:  unselcct  Yalencias 
(?78,  selected  Valencias  |584  and  Jordans  094  P^-r  220  pounds  f,o,b,  Spanish 
ports.  Prices  to  other  dollar  areas  ^re  unseloct  Valencias  ‘:?82,  selected 
Valencias  ^89  and  Jordan'S  ^99*  I't  should  be  noted  that  tho  above  prices 
and  the  more  far/orablo  deal  received  by  Spanish  exporters  on  foreign  ex¬ 
change  v;ill  ma.ko  Spain  censidcr'’bly  moro  of  a  conp.:.titor  for  Italy  than 
last  season, — By  '‘alter  R,  Schreiber,  br.sed  in  part  upon  United  St^.tes 
Foreign  Sor\mco  reports. 
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UtnTED  ST-.TES:  Imports  for  consumption  of  sliollod  niid  unshollod  o.liTLonds 

(Crop  yonr,  Scptombor-August ) 


• 

« 

Yoar  : 

• 

French 

Morocco 

Italy 

Portugal 

Spain 

Other 

countrios 

Total 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

t  jris 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

Slip;. 

LED 

iiYoragos;  s 

\ 

1940-41/1949-50  : 

18 

1,290 

51s 

2,553 

174 

4,553 

1945-46/1949-50  i 

1 

26 

2,561 

238 

2,030 

45 

4,900 

ijinual : 

1945-46 

28 

I.5O8 

688 

7,140 

73 

9i437 

1946-47 

34 

2,054 

187 

•950 

76 

3,301 

1947-48 

27 

4,179 

98 

1,805 

26 

6,135 

1948-49 

0 

4,. 870 

206 

255 

47 

4,878 

1949-50 

41 

•695 

10 

1 

2/ 

/  47 

1950-51  y 

76 

4,6.38 

41 

1,334 

11 

6 , 100 

OlTSI-rELLED 

Average : 

/ 

1940-41/1949-50 

0 

2 

3 

100 

1 

106 

1945-46/1949-50 

0 

3 

0 

82 

2 

87 

Annual. : 

1945-46 

0 

0 

0 

263 

5 

268 

1946-47 

0 

6 

0 

145 

6 

157 

1947-48 

0 

9 

0 

0 

2/ 

9 

1948-49 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

3 

1949-50 

0 

0 

0 

2/ 

2/ 

1950-51  y 

0 

t  6 

• 

0 

135 

0 

141 

j./  lOraontlis,  Soptombor  tliroupli  luno » 
7j  Loss  than  onc-lialf  ton. 


Compilod  frora  official  records  of  the  Buroau  of  the  Consus. 
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LI,3,74Ry  OF  THF  THE  I95I  BR..ZIL  NUT  ESTIMi.TE  PS  [AIMS  UNCHANGED 


r\ 

O 


»  ,'r- 


I'p  2  2  IQFI  1951  pr^l.imin''.r7  estimate  of  the  Bro.zil  nut  harvest 

^±y  33,000  siioi-t  tons  imshclled  basis,  co- )p''.i'’ed  vdth  23,200 
■OQjTy  pr  ,,  tens  in  1950  and  35,400  tons  in  1949.  The.  cstirm.tc  exceeds 
^  'HhWiio_7c,or  (1940-49)  r.'V-.ro'n  of  22,000  tons  by  50  pcrc>.nt 
•md  the  5-yunr  (1945-49)  nv>^r  '"e  of  23,000  tons  b.^  39  per- 
c-.nt.  By  districts  bhw  h'rv^st  -./as  as  follov.'s:  Bclom 
19,250  short  tons,  Eanaas  13,100  tons,  Itacoo.tir.ra  6IO  tons 
.'^.nd  P '.rintins  40  tons.  The  pr-^-sent  ostL-r.tu  is  up  for  Bolen 
and  dov.^n  for  th^-  other  areas;  hov/uver,  the  total  remains 
the  sane  cas  estin^.ted  in  Juno. 


Stoc:'s  r^iiaining  unsold  in  Br''.zil  on  S.ptcnib^r  1  are  ■ 
csfcimded  to  have  totalled  about  ].,600  short  tons  of  un- 
sh^dlcd  mostly  in  the  Tocantins  r^-sion.  There  are  roported 
practically  no  unsold  stoces  of  unshv-Ll  d  in  Manaus  and 
Itacoatiara,  If  these  nuts  .arc  not  sold  shortly  it  is  ex- 
p  cted  they  '.vill  70  to  slx,lling  plants.  The  quantity  of 
shell^.d  nuts  on  hand  unsold  is  not  'riorn  but  is  believed  to 
be  sraall , 


The  official  Brazilian  oeport  statistics  for  the  period 
January  1,  1951  to  July  31  shovr  th-^t  18,429  short  tons  of  un- 
shullcd  va.rc  exported  comp  ".red  vdth  13,884  tons -for  the  same- 
period  last  year.  According  to  thes^  statistics  the  United 
Kin;-don  '.703  the  principal  dcstin  tion  for  exports  with  9,298 
short  tons  and  the  Uiiit<„d  States  iiL.xt  v-.dth  7,850  tons.  Jest 
Germany  vras  the  dcstin/ tion  for  783  tons  and  Canada  for  442 
tons.  The  bal.ance  ’.vent  to  Argentina,  j.ustralia  and  the  Union 
of  South  Africa. 

The  same  statistics  indicate  1,386  short  tons  of  stmllcd 
vrero  exported,  conpar^^d  ndth  2,381  tons  a  earlier.  Th6 

United  States  v;as  th_  d^stinatj-on  for  1,000  tons,  the  United 
Kin.gdon  for  780  tons  and  th>-  b.alance  \7ent  to  various  other 
countries  in  r  t.h.  r  small  lots. 

The  present  se'eson  in  som..  resp.,cts  '.vas  similar  to  that 
of  last  ye-r  in  that  United  States  .importers  did  not  ent>:.r 


bho  n.''.rkwt  v.'i.bh  l-'.rgc  parch'',Sv.s  antil  l''.tG  in  th^:  scnson.  In 
Jnnu-'.r^^  .•\nd  Fcbru-''.r7  prices  for  unshell„d  rnn  from  12,50  to 
14,50  c^nbs  per  pound  unsh^-ll^.d  f.o.b.  and  then  grndiinlly 
increased  to  19  to  21  cents  in  l'5ay,  after  'ahich  they  declined 
graduall^r  to  I5  to  10  cents  in  August.  The  price  of  shelled 
rdorc  or  loss  follov;ed  the  trend  of  the  unshelled  prices,  rang¬ 
ing  fron  tC  lo\7  of  42  cents  in  February  to  the  high  of  5O  cents 
bin  May  and  in  August  v;ere  from  45  to  55  cents  depending  on  size 
and  quality. 


Barter  arrangreiaeiits  presumably  v;ere  not  pernitted  at  the 
start  of  the  season;  ho-.;;eVer,  it  vaas  lv..arrmd  th''.t  by  April  a 
number  of  pernibs  involving  such  deals  had  been  gr-'^nted.  The 
total  value  involved  '..as  reported  to  be  |il,200,000.  The  permits 
uerc  granted  to  only  3  firms  v/ho,  it  is  reported,  made  20  per- 
c.^nt  on  their  dollar  exchange.  The  other  exporters  have  been 
attempting  to  socur-e  the  s'^mc  permits  but  without  success. 

The  market  \>ras  very  active  from  April  through  June-  vd.th 
the  most  a.ctivity  reported  for  Juno,  In  early  Juno,  Oermany 
and  United  Kingdom,  buyers  dropped  out  of  the  market  and  prices 
foil  2  bo  3  cents  per  pound.  It  aeas  aft.-r  the  vdthdra’val  of 
foreign  buyers  that  the  United  States  buyers  .really  s  tocked  up 
heavily.  According  to  Trade  estimates.  United  States  buyers 
purcliasod  25,000  cases  of  shelled  during  the  month  of  June, 

The. activity  on  part  of  United  States  buyers  declined  by 
mid- July  and  rojaainud  so  until  iij.d-August  ^/hen  they/-  again  be¬ 
came  active  and  British  buyers  a-lso  reentered  the  shelled  market, 
— By  I'Talter  R.  Schreiber,  based  in  p"rt  upon  United  States 
Foreign  Service  reports. 
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BR.'i.ZIL  NUTS;  Estirr.tcd  corricrci.':'.!  production  in 

Brr.zil,  1951  'vibh  conporisons 

(Rounded  to  n*. crest  100  short  tons) 
Unshellcd  basis 


i^ar 

Bolivia. 

Brazil 

Total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Averages : 

1941-50 

]  ,000 

19,900 

20,900 

1946-50 

« 

100 

27,100 

27,200 

Annual: 

1945  t 

100 

6,300 

6,900 

1946 

100 

27,500 

27,600 

1947 

100 

30, 400 

30,500 

1948 

100 

13,900 

19,000 

1949 

200 

35,200 

35,400 

1950  y 

200 

23,200 

23,400 

1951  1/ 

200 

33,000 

33,200 

ij  P  TV  1  Ij't  i  n  ary . 

Office  of  Forei-jn  Agricultural  Relations.  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the 
basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governnents,  reports  of  U.S, 

Foreign  Service  officers,  results  of  office  research  and  other  information. 

IIFITED  3T:.TES:  Imports  of  Brazil  nuts 
(Crop  year,  September-August) 


Year 


..vv,ragG 


Annual 


1940/41-  :  1945/46-  :  1947-48  •  1943-49  "  1949-50  *  1950-51  1/ 

1949/50  ;  19/. 9-50  ;  .  jvj  ^  ^ 


Short  tons 

Short  tons! 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Slvort  tons:Sha,rt  tons 

SHELLED 

Brazil 

3,253 

3,761 

2,925 

2,990 

4,198 

2,166 

Other 

_ iZ 

rn 

-j. 

_ 2/ 

10 

2 

Total 

3,310 

3,768 

2,925 

3,000 

4,200 

2,197 

UilSHELLED 

Brazil 

8,171 

11,061 

14,336 

12,462 

10,877 

1,935 

Otlu.r 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

14 

Total 

8,176 

11,061 

14,336 

12,462 

10,377 

1,949 

ly  10  months,  September  through  Juno. 

TJ  Less  thmi  one-half  ton. 

Compiled  from  officia.l  r.. cords  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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15-51  September  17,  I95I  U5'IVfiV::iU  OF  ilUOOi 

INDIAN  1951  FAQjjUGTIOi!  OF  SfIFLLAD  GASiI?.vf  NUTS  D07M 


The  1951  prclitiineiy  cstUn-'.bc  of  cesh^..r:  nroGaction  in  Indin,  in¬ 
cluding^  Gon,  is  50,400  short  tons,  unsh'^llod  bnsis,  conper^d  v/ith 
56,000  tons  in  1950  nnd  30,900  tons  in  1949*  The  cstioint:-  is  6  per- 
coni  nbovo  the  lO-ycnr  (1940-49)  averngo  of  47,500  tons  end  is  less 
than  1  percent  above  the  5-vcdr  (1945-49)  avL-r.ngc  of  50,200  tons. 

The  Lstiiar.tc  for  1951  for’  the  Bombay  '■jud  Goa  district  is  11,200  tons 

and  for  the  South  India  district,  39,200  tons.  These,  cstievtas  relate 

to  the  nuts  actually  proun  in  India  '^jid  Goa  and  should  not  be  confused 
arith  the  total  output  of  shelled  cashLV."  Irerncls  i.n  India  v/hich  in- 
clud..s  substantial  quantities  of  African  nuts, 

Thc;  pres  nt  estimates  Indic’.tc.  a  shelled  cashevj’  pV-oduction  01  about 
12,600  short  tons  for  all  of  India,  of  ahich  9,000  tqhs  arc  in  South 
India  and  the  balance  in  Bombay  and  Goa. 

Thc  hca.vy  gales  late  in  1950  in  E-st  Africa  apparently  caused  more 

damaac  to  thc  c ashen  ci-op  tlirn  nas!  at  first  thought,  ,  It  is  nov;  esti¬ 
mated  that  ."Lraports  from  East  Africa  into  India  for  slgclling  -.mil  not 
exceed  56,000  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  comparc;d  v'ith  72,300  tons 
in  the  previous  season.  According  to  thc  South  India  trade,  practically 
all  East  African  cashn.vs  available  for  export  have  already  b...en  sent 
to  India  for  shelling.  The  56,000  short  tons  of  unshellcd  East 
African  impo'rts  nill  produce  about  14,000  short  tons  of  kernels.  It 
is  estimated  that  there  nxrc  about  1,500  tons  of  shelled  carried  over 
from  the  prv-vious  s:;ason  •.ihich  is  rouai;ly  equivalent  to  th^  estimated 
domestic  consumption  during  the  pres^uit  year.  The  total  available 
supply  of  shelled  cash./7S  to  be  expoi'tcd  from  India  during  the  1951 
season,  therefore,  nas  about  26,600  short  tons.  This  fifpirc  includes 
Indian-grov.n  nuts  and  imports  from  East  Africa,  The  estimato  in  terms 
of  50-pound  cases  is  1,040,000  cas.^s. 


Official  exoort  statistics  for  the,  season  to  date  arc  not  yet 
available,  Ho’./ever,  there  vxre,  accordiig  to  South  India  G  us  toms, 

11,739  short  tons  of  k.ernels  exported  during  the  first  half  of  1951, 
of  v;hich  8,790  tons  '.rerc  reported  as  being  for  the  United  States.  These 
figures  nay  be  compared  v;ith  6,948  to  all  dcctin'',tions  and  5,729  tons 


D'lDL^i.:  Cashew  nuts,  cstirnr.tod  production,  195^ 
with  comparisons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

Unshelled 

Bombay 
district  1/ 

South  India 

Total 

c 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Avorago : 

1940-49 

2/ 

47,500 

.  1945-49 

11,300 

38,900 

50,200 

/umual : 

• 

1945 

12,600 

46,200 

58,800 

1946 

16,800 

58,800 

75,600 

1947 

10,100 

16,800 

26,900 

1948 

11,800 

39,200 

51,000 

1949 

5,300 

33,600 

38,900 

1950  3/ 

11,200 

44,800 

•  56,000 

1951  3/ 

11,200 

39,200 

50,400 

1/  Includes  Groa» 

2^,/  Not  available, 

3/  Preliminary, 

OF^Ji,  USDh.  Prep''.rcd  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official 
statistics  of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  United  States 
Foreign  Service  officers,  results  of  office  research  and  other 
inforrna.tion. 
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to  the  United  Stntcs  for  the  same  period  a  year  earlier.  The  export 
statistics  for  Bombay  have  not  yet  boon  received.  United  States' import 
statistics  for  consijumtion  from  a]l  sources  siicn;;  that  12,731  tons  of 
kernels  -.;ere  im.nortod  from  January  1,  I95I  to  June  3O,  1951  from  India 
and  406  tons  from  other  countries. 


The  c— f  No'.'  York  prices  per  pound  in  South  India  froiu  January  to 
Auyust  varied  bc-tarcen  a  low  of  42  cents  in  April  to  a  hiyh  of  43  conts 
in  Fobru'ry  for  320  count,  v'ith  an  average  price  of  about  40  cents  for 
the  season.  Large  pieces  ’are  C;uot..d  as  lov.-  -.s  33  cents  in  tho  second 
half  of  April  and  as  high  as  39  c^nts  .in  the-  second  half  of  January. 

Th';  '.v^rag^  price  r/ac  ’.about  37  conts. 

The  snort  East  .ufrica.n  crop  forced  the  ijrice  of  unshelled  nuts 
f.olo.  Mozaubiquo  from  RS  65O  in  April  to  RS  730  in  lay  (about  SI36.5O 
to  'kl53.30).  India  processors  had  no  alt^rn  tive  but  to  buy  at  hi.ghcr 
prices  if  they  -.anted  nuts  to  sell.  The  result  of  this  v/as'  higher 
f.o.b,  quotations  in  India  for  export.  United  States  buyers  arc  re¬ 
ported^  to  h-vc  ref  us...  d  bo  pay  the  hi.eher  pric..s  and  the  rrrlxt  in 
India  i.s  reported  to  be  "in  a.  period  of  unpi’ccendented  inactivity." 
iit  pres^Mib  the  price  for  320  count  is  49  cents,  India  expo'-tors  be¬ 
lieve  that  United  States  buy-'.rs  v.dll  r^.appear  in  th.^  narkeb  sciietl-ie 
this  month  and  be  v/illing  to  pay  the  highc-r  ni'ices.  India  exporters 
c.lal'.L  tiK.y  cannot  sell  the  nuts  at  lo'yer  prices  T.'.ithout  sustaliing  heavy 
lossi.;s.  It  ’.vas  v.st.'mated  that  about  12,500  short  tons  of  Ixmels  of 
all  types  '.Tcrc  available  for  o.xport  on  September  1,  I95I,  (about  500,000 
eas..s  oi  50  pounds  e-a.ch), — By  t/'''J.t.,r  R,  Schr’ci'oor,  based  in  p''rt  uf;on 
United  St''.tes  Foreign  Scrvj.co  reports. 


[K' 

Ekv 
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UNITED  ST.'*TE3:  Imports  of  c''.shciv  nuts 
(Crop  yonr,  Scptonbcr-.'iU^.ast) 


SI-IELIED 


Yonr 

Brazil 

India 

Others 

Total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  toi 

Averasros : 

1940-49 

163 

13,071 

259 

13,493 

1945-49 

214 

16,574 

370 

17,153 

Annuo.l : 

1943-44 

no 

3,619 

309 

4,033 

1944-55 

374 

10,239 

204 

10,317 

1945-46 

303 

13,392 

292 

14,437 

1946-47 

309 

15,323 

333 

16,015 

194 /-43 

351 

14,749 

4B5 

15,535 

1940-49 

66 

18;303 

32.4 

13,693 

1949-50 

41 

20,606 

363 

21,010 

1950-51  1/ 

0 

18,761 

4,429 

23,190 

\J  10  months,  Scptcabor  throuyl.  June, 

Conpili-d  from  official  records  of  the  Burv^nu  of  the  Genus, 


FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 


OFFICE  OF  FOR E I.G.N...  . AGRJ C U LTU  R  A L  .  REL ATIOiN S 
UNITEID  STATES  DEPARTMEMT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
WASHINGTON,  D.C. 


UNive^Sily  ut  jjjji  ijjs 


The  1951  prelimin-r/  estin'^.tc  01  walnut  production  in  the  leading 
coirmiercial  producing  countries  of  the  Mediterranean  basin  is  53,000 
short  tons,  unshelled,  conpared  \;ith  57^400  tons  (revised)  in  1950  and 
65,800  tons  in  1949.  The  ostlnate  is  3  percent  belov/  the  10-ycar  (1940-49) 
average  of  54^800  tons  and  5  percent  above  the  5-yGar  (1945-49)  average 
of  50,600  tons. 

Growing  conditions  throughout  the  Mediterranean  vralnut— growing  areas 
were  generally  not  as  favorable  as  a  year  ago.  Cool,  wet  weather  is 
reported  to  have  caused  excessive  drop  in  Italy  and  France.  The  liarvest 
in  most  area,s  is  later  than  normal.  Turkey  is-  the  only-  country  reporting 
a  larger  crop  than  a  yezr  ago. 

The  I95I-52  marketing  year  came  to  a  close  vlth  an  estimated  carry¬ 
over  of  about  800  tons  unshelled  and  not  more  tiian  100  tons  of  shelled 
remaining  from  thC'  I95O  harvest.  Italy  is  estimated  to  have  about  500 
short  tons  of  unshelled,  and  France  200  tons  unshelled  and  100  tons  of 
shelled.  The  balance  is  in  Turkey,  The  present  ca.rry-ovcr  stocks  are 
considerably  belov/  those  of  a  year  ago  wh^.n  Italy  had  about  'tv.lce  as 
many  unshelled  on  hand  as  the  3  countries  combined  have  this  year. 

The  1950-51  export  season  tonnage-vdsc  for  Italy,  France  and  Turkey 
’.vas  a.  successful  onr ,  Official  statistics  for  the  entire  se-ason  arc  not 
yet  available;  however,  using  such  as  are  available  and  Trade  estimates 
for  the  balance,  it  appe-ars  about  32,000  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  were 
moved  into  international  trade  during  the  soason.j,  This  represents  about 
66  percent  of  the  est;imated  1950  production  for  the  3  couhtries,  Tliis 
tonnage  far  exceeds  that  of  the  previous  season.  According  to  the  avail¬ 
able  estimates  there  ivcre  about  14,000  short  tons  of  unshelled  exported 
of  viiich  Italy  exported  11,191  tons  or  80  percent,  Turkey  1,225  tons  or  9 
percent  and  France  the  balance.  The  total  estimated  export  of  shelled  vralnuts 
from  the  3  countries  v/as  6,000  tons,  of  v.hich  Turkey  exported  1,920  tons  or 
32  percent  of  the  tota].,  Italy  1,686  tons  or  28  percent  and  France  the  balance 

Germany,  followed  by  the  United  Kingdo:  i,  '/as  the  principal  destination 
for  unshelled,  v/liile  the  United  States,  the  United  Kingdom,  Geri.iany  -nd  the 
Scandinavian  countries  ere  the  principal  destinations  for  the  shelled.  The 
bulk  of  the  exports  to  Germany  was  in  the  first  months  of  the  season.  The 


UALI'TUTS,  unshelled;  Estiraated  cojTinercial  production  in 
specified  countries,  1951  xvith  comparisons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

Balkan 

coun¬ 

tries 

France 

Italy 

Turlcey 

1/ 

Foreign 

total 

United 

States 

Vlorld 

total 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Average : 

1940-49 

12 , 500 

20,000 

15,000 

7,300 

54,800 

68,500 

123,300 

1945-49 

10,800 

16 , 300 

17,300 

6,200 

50,600 

73,300 

123,900 

ilnnual : 

1944 

10 , 100 

22,000 

13,800 

5,500 

51,400 

71,800 

123,200 

1945 

9,800 

12 , 100 

16,500 

2,000 

40,400 

70,900 

111,300 

1946 

10,200 

10,700 

13,200 

5,000 

39,100 

71,900 

111,000 

1947 

9,700 

32,000 

14,000 

2,200 

57,900 

64,600 

122 , 500 

1948 

11,400 

13,100 

15,400 

10,000 

49,900 

71,100 

121,000 

1949 

13,000 

13,300 

27,500 

12,000 

65,800 

88,100 

153,900 

1950  2/ 

8,800 

17,600 

22,000 

3/9,000 

0 

0 

ir\ 

3/64,300 

^121,700 

1951 

8,000 

16,300 

19,200 

9,500 

53,000 

74,900 

129,900 

V  Exportable  surplus  only  -  not  total  production, 

_2/  Preliminary, 

_3/  Revised, 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of 
foreigi\  governments,  reports  of  U,  S,  Foreign  service  officers,  results 
of  office  research  or  other  informationo 
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United  Kinjdoni^xvr.s  a  consistent  buyer  nost  of  the  season.  The  United  States 
purchased  considerably  more  shelled  v/alnuts  tha,n  it  did  the  previous  season 
and  over  4  tiraes  the  1945-49  average.  In  the  3  countries  the  season  was  one 
of  the  most  active  in  the  post-vmr  period. 


The  1951-52  season  now  getting  underway  is  starting  much  more 
slo?/ly  and  with  less  prospects  of  repeating  the  previous  year's  per¬ 
formance,  The  crop  in  most  countries  abroad  is  from  a  week  to  3  weeks 
la.te  in  harvest.  The  tonriage  of  the  nev/  crop  in  all  but  .Turkey  is  belovj’ 
that  of  a  year  ago,  T  he  United  States  crop  is  up  from  that  of  1950  and 
probably  means  fev/er  imports  'will  be  made.  In  addition,  possible  re¬ 
strictive  action  on  iiaports  by  the  United  States  may  also  reduce  the 
possible  import  tozinage,  Germany,  the  principal  buyer  last  season  is 
not  expected  to  enter  the  market  for  volum.e  until  late  October’  beca.use 
of  the  import  license  situation.  Prices  in  all  3  countries  are  expected 
to  be  above  those  of  last  season  unless  growers  abroad  modify  their  im¬ 
pression  of  the  value  of  their  v/alnuts.  In  France,  even  if  grovrers  reduce 
their  asking  price,  the  cost  of  labor  and  packaging  material  is  up  from 
last  year  v/hich  means  prices  will  be  up  regardless  of  'what  the  grower 
does. 


The  early  season  inquiries  for  futui’e  delivery  vhich  xaere  in  heavy 
volume  last  year  are  fevir  this  year.  Future  sales  are  'vrery  light  to  date. 

It  appears  most  foreign  buyers  are  taking  a  vj-ait-and-see  attitude.  This 
a.ttitude  appears  to  be  prevalent  in  other  nuts  as  well  since  relatively 
few  sales  of  alraonds  and  filberts  have  been  reported  to  date.  Last 
season  because  of  the  attractive  prices  and  the  Korean  situation,  foreign 
buyers  rushed  in  early  and  made  heavy  commitments  but  this  is  not  the 
case  this  year. 

Exporters  abroad  generally  are  not  unduly  optimistic  as  to  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  season.  The  Turkish  deal  appears  at  this  time  to  be  the  most 
promising  and  Turkish  exporters  are  the  most  sanguine,  Turkish  prices 
appear  to  be  dovm  slightly  and  early  reports  indicate  /auch  better  quality 
than  a  year  ago.  Quality  in  Italy  a.nd  France,  depending  on  the  weather 
to  the  end  of  harvest,  may  not  be  better  than  average  and  in  some  localities 
may  be  below  that  of  last  year.  Exporters  in  some  countries  are  a  little 
worried  by  the  large  Turkish  filbert  crop  and  the  new  very  competitive 
price  structure  for  Spanish  almonds  and  filberts, 

FRivNCh;  The  1951  preliminary  estimate  of  v/alnut  production  in  France  is 
16,300  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  v/ith  17,600  tons 
in  1950  and  13,300  tons  in  1949.  The  estimate  is  about  IS  percent  below 
the  10-year  (1940-49)  average  of  20,000  tons  but  equal  to  the  5-year 
(1945-49)  average.  In  the  Bordeaux  district  it  is  nov;  expiected  about 
11,300  short  tons  v/ill  be  harvested  compared  with  9^700  tons  in  1950  and 
11,000  tons  in  1949.  It  is  expected  about  3^200  tons  of  Comes,  3,000 
tons  of  ilarbot  and  300  tons  of  other  table  v'^rieties  v;ill  be  harvested 
in  the  Bordeaux  district.  In  addition  present  indications  are  a  crop  of 
about  4,300  tons  of  shelling  varieties  v/ill  be  harvested.  In  Grenoble  a 
much  smaller  crop  than  last  year  is  expected.  At  present  5,000  tons  un¬ 
shelled  arc  expected,  compared  with  7,900  in  1950  and  2,300  tons  in  1949, 

Growing  conditions  in  both  districts  have  been  generally  unfavorable 
this  season.  According  to  present  information,  excessive  rains  occurred 
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frequently  during  the  season,  causing  an  excessive  drop.  The  harvest  is 
expected  to  be  from  2  to  3  v/eeks  late  and  expressed  that  a  further  con¬ 
siderable  loss  is  feared  if  the  weather  docs  not  turn  sunny  and  vrarmer. 
Groyning  conditions  in  the  Grenoble  district  v/ere  v/orse  than  in  Bordeaux, 
Groyvers  still  disagree  as  to  the  quality  of  the  nuts  this  season  but  the 
most  prevalent  feeling  appears  to  be  that  the  nuts  yvill  be  sli^tly  larger 
and  of  average  quality.  Much  will  depend  on  the  remaining  days  of  the 
pre-harvest  period. 

The  1950-51  marketing  season  came  to  a  close  y;ith  less  than  200  tons 
of  unshelled  and  100  tons  of  shelled  remaining  from  the  1950  harvest. 

The  entire  carry-over  is  in  the  hands  of  grovTcrs  and  packers  in  the 
Bordeaux  district.  The  supply  has  long  been  exliausted  in  the  Grenoble 
district.  Last  year  the  supply  remaining  froi.i  the  previous  harvest  yvas 
estimated  at  300  tons  unshellcd  end  30  tons  of  kernels. 

The  1950-51  export  season  yvas  successful,  tonnage-v/ise.  Official  ex¬ 
port  statistics  unfortunately  are  not  noyv  available  on  a  crop-year  basis. 
During  the  first  7  months  of  1951  totalled  1,763  short  tons  of  shelled 
and  1,478  tons  of  unshelled.  These  figures  may  be  compared  vdth  the 
calender  year  1950  during  vrhich  only  1,491  short  tons  of  kernels  were  ex¬ 
ported,  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  part  of  the  calendar  year  1950 
exports  yvere  from  the  1949  harvest  and  part  from  1950,  The  available 
French  statistics  for  the  7  months  of  1951  show  1,034  short  tons  of 
kernels  were  exported  to  the  United  States,  333  tons  to  the  United  Kingdom 
and  137  tons  to  Canada.  The  export  of  unshelled  were  largely  to  Germany, 
Ent^la.nd,  Svvitzerla.nd  and  the  French  North  African  territories. 

The  1951-52  export  season  now  opening  has  not  yet  developed  a  definite 
trend.  Exporters  generally  believe  that  the  unshellcd  nuts  yvill  easily 
be  sold  in  Germany,  Scandinavia,  England  and  Switzerland  yvith  shipments 
to  a  large  number  of  other  countries  in  jninor  lots.  The  yvad.nut  meats  are 
expected  to  be  sold  to  the  United  States,  the  United  Kingdom,  Canada, 
Germany  and  Scandinavian  countries. 

The  prices  are  expected  to  be  relatively  high  v/hen  finally  established 
because  of  higher  yvages  and  other  costs.  Exporters  also  report  that  since 
the  harvest  is  late  they  v/ould  rather  yvait  until  it  is  well  undcryvay  be¬ 
fore  making  advance  sales.  In  the  Bordeaux  district,  tentative  f.o.b, 
prices  per  220  pounds  for  unshclled  Comes  -  extra  27  mm  and  up — run  from 
about  $42  to  $47  s^nd  for  Marbots — extra  28  mm  and  up — from  $43  to  $48« 

The  tentative  quotations  for  shelled  Bordeaux  neyv-crop  extra  halves  run 
from  $125  to  $140  for  shipment  after  November  vrith  the  average  about 
S130,  One  exporters  is  yvilling  to  ship  October/November  at  $165.  In 
viev;  of  the  lateness  of  the  Grenoble  crop  exporters  arc  reluctant  to  make 
even  tentative  comments  relative  to  the  price.  It  appears  that  shelled 


Ghabert  halves  f.o,b.  Marseille  per  220  pounds  vdll  be  at  least  $125  and 
up.  Exporters  have  no  hoocs  of  selling  unshclled  Grenoble  walnuts  in 
the  United  States  this  year  and  vdll  not  even  consider  quotations. 

ITALY ;  '  The  1951  prcliniinarj  estimate  of  vralnut  production  in  the  Naples- 
Sorrento  district  of  Italy  is  19,200  short  tons  compared  with 
22,000  tons  in  1950  and  27,500  tons  in  1949^  -The  estimate  exceeds  the 
lO-year  (1940-49)  average  of  15,000  tons  by  20  percent  and  the  5-yea.r 
(1945-49)  average  of  17,300  tons  by  11  percent. 

The  heavy  r-lns  experienced  during  tiie  growing  se-'^son  are  reported 
to  have  caused  a  heavi^ r-than-norraal  drop  of  immature  fruit.  No  infor¬ 
mation  as  to  quality  is  yet  available. 

The  1950-51  marketing  year  closed  vrith  an  estim'.ted  500  tons,  un— 
shelled  basis,  still  on  hand  from  the  1950  harvest,  all  held  by  exporters. 
Last  year  the  carry-over  eas  estimated  at  1,600  tons. 

The  1950-51  export  season  v/as  fairly  succcssfuly,  tonnagevdse. 

During  the  period  September  1,  1950  to  May  31,  1951  a  total  of  1,6S6 
short  tons  of  shelled  and  11,191  tons  of  unshelled  were  exported.  The 
export  volume  for  shelled  v^as  the  largest  from  November  through  April 
v;hilc  for  unshelled  the  months  of  September,  October  and  November  accounted 
for  about  70  percent  of  the  total.  The  United  States,  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Canada  iwere  the  principal  destinations  for  the  shelled  v/adnuts.  The 
unshelled  export  market  was  dominated  by  heavy  German  purchases  during 
the  first  4  months.  These  totalled  3,769  short  tons.  The  Germans  stopped 
buying  in  DecCiiber.  The  British  w'ere  the  next  most  iriiportant  buyers  of 
unshelled  vdth  3,508  tons;  however,  outside  of  the  heavy  October  purchase, 
they  continued  to  buy  every  month,  A  nuraber  of  Latin  Amcricaxi  countries 
such  as  Costa  Rica,  Ecuador,  Mexico  and  El  Salvador  purchased  shelled  and 
Uruguay  and  Brasil  purchased  unshclled.  Small  lots  of  unshelled  were  also 
exported  to  Australia,  New  Zealand  and  Egypt. 

The  opening  of  the  1951-52  export  season  has  been  slov;  with  exporters 
generally  reluctant  to  make  forward  sales  of  new-crop  nuts.  Foreign  buyers 
have  been  making  some  inquiries  but  fe?/  purciiascs  to  date.  The  Trade  is 
anxiously  av/aiting  the  issuance  of  Germany  import  permits  early  in  October 
and  expect  Germans  to  buy  a  substantial  tonnage.  Some  United  Kingdom  im¬ 
porters  have  offered  to  buy  at  prices  lower  than  those  prevailing  so  no 
business  has  resulted.  Some  exporters  are  quietly  acquiring  spot  stocks 
but  the  going  is  slov;  duo  to  the  grov/ers*  ideas  of  prices,,  The  Partenopo 
variety  is  available;  hovre-ver,  Sorrentos  still  are  difficult  to  acquire. 

The  current  f.o.b.  price  quotations  for  old-crop  nuts,  unshelled, 
per  220  pounds  is  from  $35  to  $41.50  but  no  prices  are  yv..t  available  for 
new-crop.  The  fooling  seems  to  be  that  ncw^-crop  shelled  and  unshclled 
will  eventually  be  priced  slightly  higher  than  last  year  unless  the 
growers  agree  to  sell  for  less  than  they  arc  presently  asidng.  The 
market  at  the  moment  is  practically  at  a  strindstill. 


TURKEY ;  The  1951  preliminary  estimate  of  walnut  production  in  Turkey 
(exportr.blc  surplus  only)  is  9>500  short  tons  unshelled  basis 
compared  vdth  9^000  tons  (revised)  in  1950  and  12,000  tons  in  1949*  The 
estimate  exceeds  the  10-year  (1940-49)  avcraf^o  of  7,300  tons  by  30  per¬ 
cent  and  the  5-year  (1945-49)  average  of  6,000  tons  by  53  percent.  The 
Turkish  v^alnut  crop,  because  of  the  nature  of  the  plantings,  is  one  of  the 
most  difficult  to  estimate.  The  actual  total  production  of  viralnuts  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  considerably  above  the  estimate  of  the  ’’exportable  surplus,” 

The  quantity  that  Turkish  farmers  sell  into  export  channels  depends  on 
family  and  local  needs. and  on  the  prices  offered  by  exporters.  The  quantity 
called  ’’exportable  surplus”  therefore,  refers  largely  to  the  tonnage  ex¬ 
porters  hope  to  be  able  to  buy  from  growers  and  therefore  does  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  size  of  the  crop  in  Turlcey,  The  quantity  called 
’’exportable  surplus”  also  reflects  the  expected  foreign  demand  since  ex¬ 
porters  will  buy  only  if  an  export  market  can  be  found. 

The  1950-51  export  season  ended  with  a  carry-over  of  not  more  than 
100  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  remaining  in  dealers'  hands.  Exports 
during  the  season  from  September  1  to  May  31,  1951,  according  to  official 
statistics,  totalled  about  1,920  short  tons  of  shelled  and  1,225  tons  of 
unshclled  compared  with  530  short  tons  of  shelled  and  3,464  tons  of  un- 
shellod  for  the  entire  previous  season.  Official  statistics  indicate 
that  for  the  period  under  review  836  short  tons  of  shelled  wore  exported 
to  Canada,  66?  tons  to  the  United  States  and  225  tons  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
It  is  believed  that  some  tonnage  shovm  as  exported  to  Canada  eventually 
found  its  v/ay  into  the  United  States.  The  iraport  for  consur.iption  statistics 
for  the  United  States  shov;  that  during  the  seme  period  (Septe.mberAi^.y)  844 
short  tons  of  kernels  vrere  imported  from  Tui-kcy  and  an  estimated  325  tons 
v/cre  in  United  States  bonded  warehouses  on  May  31*  During  June,  65  additional 
tons  of  Turkish  vralnut  kernels  entered  the  United  States  for  consumption 
and  at  the  end  of  June  bonded  warehouse  stocks  v/ere  estiiaatcd  at  about  254 
tons.  The  total  import  of  Turkish  kernels  up  to  June  30,  therefore,  v;ould 
be  909  tons  plus  254  tons  in  bonded  v/arehouscs. 

The  movement  through  Canada  v/as  made  possible  by  the  Turkish  Government 
permitting  C'^nada  to  .maiie  payment  in  pounds  sterling.  Exporters  vrerc  able 
under  this  situation  to  sell  through  Canada  and  eventually  to  benefit  by 
the  exchange  received.  By  comparison  during  the  entire  1949-50  season 
Canada  purchased  only  120  short  tons  of  Turkish  shelled  v/alnuts. 

The  principal  destinations  for  the  unshellcd  vnlnuts  exported  during 
the  season  v;as  Germany  with  688  short  tons  and  Uruguay  vdth  181  short  tons. 
The  balance  was  exported  to  11  other  countries,  of  v/hich  little  over  half 
was  to  Western  European  countries  and  the  bal.ance  to  Near  East  areas. 
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The  1951-52  export  season  actai'lly  v/ill  not  under ^v:ay  in  volume 
until  October.  According  to  preliminary  reports,  the  quality  of  this 
year's  kernels  is  expected  to  be  much  better  than  that  of  a  year  agoj 
however,  much  will  depend  on  the  weather  and  other  factors  until  the  harvest 
is  finally  completed.  The  production  of  Turkish  walnuts  is  scattered  over 
the  country  in  relatively  small  olantings  and  v\ride  variance  in  quality  can 
occur.  At  present  the  estimates  run  to  50  percent  light  and  50  percent 
amber  kernels  compared  with  a  25  percent  light  kernel^ crack-out  last  year. 
Nev;-crop  prices  for  export  have  not  yet  been  firmly  fixed^  and  at  present 
most  quotations  arc  more  or  less  tentative.  It  appears  that  the  f.o.  • 

Turkey  prices  will  be  from  '^p90  to  *95  pei*  220  pounds  on  the  following 
specifications:  10  percent  light  halves,  10  percent  amber  halves  and  40 
percent  each  for  light  and  amber  pieces.  These  prices  are  down  slightly 
from  last  year. 

There  have  been  fevm  actual  sales  reported  up  to  September^  15;  hox/ever, 
German,  British  and  American  Importers  have  been  maldng  inquiries  for  kernels, 
The  Turkish  exporters  expect  little  difficulty  in  moving  this  year’s  harves 
as  they  believe  short  crops  elsewhere  in  Europe  and  the^ probable  absence 
of  Chinese  kernels  will  create  a  better  demand  for  Turkish  nuts, 

TviTo  new  me?.sures  h'^ve  been  put  into  effect  since  the  firot  of  the 
year  with  a  view  to  curbing  illegal  practices  /hereby  foreign^ currency 
earned  by  the  export  of  Turkish  produce  is  v/ithhcld  from  the  xurLish^  ^ 
exchequer.  Although  for  some  time  there  has  been  in  force  a  lav/  ooliging 
exporters  to  exchange  their  foreign  currency  earnings  to  the  Central 
Bank  of  Turkey,  as  long  as  collection  could  be  effected  through  banxs 
in  the  United  States  or  other  foreign  countries,  delays,  laxity  and  fraud 
made  it  possible  to  withhold  all  or  part  of  the  foreign  currency  earned. 
Decree  No.  3/12370  passed  on  January  29,  1951  strengthens  decree  law 
No.  13  by  stipulating  that  documents  covering  exportation  of  Turkish  ^ 
produce  must  be  presented  for  collection  at  an  authorized  bank  in  Turxey 
within  10  days  after  the  date  of  export.  The  foreign  oxch.ange  earned 
must  be  sold  at  a  Turkish  bank  not  later  than  3  months  after  shipnent 
of  goods  or  v/ithin  15  days  after  that  exchange  has  been  made  available. 

A  relative  regulation  to  prevent  the  exporters  underquoting  thdr 
sales  prices  and  retaining  a  portion  of  their  foreign  exchange  abroad  v^s 
issued  on  January  23,  1951  in  the  form  of  Foreign  Trade  Circular  No,  366. 

This  r- ouircs  all  export  saj-os  to  be  registered  v/ithin  2  days  01  date  ol 
sale  with  the  local  Chajiber  of  Commerce  or  the  exporters'  union  concerned, 
and  price  must  be  established  by  positive  proof,  such  as  an  exchange  ol 
telegrams.  All  export  sales  01  w/alnuts  are  registered  with  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  as  no  walnut  exporters'  union  exists.  Price  must  conlorm  o 
market  quotations  on  the  date  of  registration.  If  the  controlling  ^ 

organization  does  not  issue  an  attest^.tien  to  the  effect  th-.t^  registration 
conforms  v/ith  all  lemal  reouircm/.nts ,  the  Customs  Administration  will 
not  permit  the  loading  of  the  merchandise.  Circular  No.  336  was  superseded 
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in  June  by  Circular  No.  391  vrhich  considerably  tightens  control,  exacting 
riore  detailed  ieforination  as  to  quantity  and  specifications,  year  of 
production  ajid  date  of  delivery.  If  collusion  on  the  part  of  the  exporter 
and  foreign  agent  is  suspected,  the  authorities  may  vathhold  the  certificate 
necessary  for  shiprri'^nt.  In  that  event  foreign  importers  vrould  have  little 
chance  of  obtaining  compensation  for  delivery. 

An  informal  agreement  has  been  framed  by  the  Istanbul  foreign  steam¬ 
ship  agents  to  prevent  collaboration  by  .any  of  their  group  vdth  exporters 
v>rho  ship  merchandise  to  countries  other  than  their  legitimate  destiiiation. 
They  have  ruled  that  no  modification  concerning  the  destination  of  the 
merchandise  may  bo  made  on  the  ship's  manifest  after  it  has  been  seen  by 
the  customs  unless  notice  in  writing  is  given  to  the  customs  and  exchange 
control  authorities.  Any  option  of  discharge  of  merchandise  in  one  or 
several  ports  must  figure  clearly  and  separately  on  the  manifests  de- 
lievered  to  the  customs, — By  Dr,  Walter  R.  Schreiber,  based  in  part  upon 
U,  S,  Foreign  Service  reports. 
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UNITED  STATES:  Imports  and  exports  of  walnuts 
(Crop  year,  Septexnber-Auf::,ust ) 


« 

• 

Average  : 

ilnnual 

Countries  : 

t 

t 

1945/46  : 

1949/50  : 

1947-48  : 

• 

1948-49  : 

1949-50  : 

« 

1950-51  V 

• 

« 

Short  tons  : 

Short  tons  : 

Short  tons  : 

Short  tons  : 

Short  tons 

• 

China 

Franco 

Italy 

Turkey 

Other 

458 

44 

191 

232 

106 

IMPORTS 

6 

5  : 

137 

95  : 

13  : 

-  SHELLED 

42  : 

32  : 

440 

596  : 

277 

2,223  : 

185  : 

215  ; 

279  : 

186 

537 

648 

775 

965 

381 

Total 

1,081 

256 

1,387  : 

3,088 

3,306 

China 

Italy 

Other 

Total 

2/ 

31 

5 

3^ 

B/IPORTS 

2/ 

3 

0 

3 

-  UlTSHELIED 
0 

34 

27 

34 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

59 

59 

Canada 

Cuba 

Europe 

Other 

Total 

137 

1 

3b 

174 

e:cports 

364 

5 

0 

44 

413 

-  SHELLED 

135 

1 

0 

49 

185 

9 

2/ 

18 

27 

2 

3 

0 

24 

Canada 

1,201 

EXPORTS 

784 

-  UNSHSLLED 

467 

;  1,126 

:  976 

Cuba 

270 

:  253 

:  294 

:  353 

:  484 
:  64 

Euronc 

107 

33 

:  0 

10 

Other 

505 

;  76B 

:  383 

208 

t  235 

Total 

2,083 

:  1,802 

•  1 > 144 

:  1,697 

:  1,759 

1/  11  months,  Soptombor  through  July. 

^  one-half  ton  or  loss. 

Compiled  from  official  sources  of  tho  Bureau  of  the  Census, 


FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 


OFFICE  OF  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  RELATIONS 
UNITETD  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
WASHINGTON,  D.C. 


FN  17-51 


Or  lOS-  vis 


FRANCE  -  Marseille 


F.iOob,  Marseille  select  quality  shelled  ^^98  per  220  pounds  market 
firm,  very  few  inquiries  from  United  States.  Estimated  sales  Frcnc  i  grown 
almonds  to  Eui’opean  countries  about  550  shqrt  tons  mostly  shelled. 


FRENCH  MOROCCO 

FeO.b.  quotations  October  5>  P^r  220  pounds  standards  .^90,  extra  $95* 
No  United, States  interest  reported  to  date,  Germany  reported  purchase 
1,100  short  tons  to  date  and  France  55  tons.  Market  steady. 


peebed  to  increasGo 


ITALY  -  Bari  -  Naples 

Prima  Bari  f.o.b.  per  220  pounds  :J91  -  $110  depending  on  grade  and 
quality.  Bar  type  $96  -  $97  Santore  graded  $120  -  $122*,  No  futurc  sales 
or  shipments  so  far  reported  for  the  United  States.  Very  few  United  States 
inquiries  reported  to  date,'  It  is  reported  Germany  is  contracting  for  an 
estimated  3,300  short  tons,  and  France,  Switzerland,  the  Netherlands  com¬ 
bined  another  1,100  tons.  Italian  domestic  candy  manufactures  are  reported 
seeking  about  1,U00  short  tons  in  Bario  It  is  reported^Russia  is  contract¬ 
ing  for  1,100  to  2,200  short  tons  and  is  rather  active  in  the  marketo 
Exporters  expect  a  further  increase  in  prices, 

1/  This  is  a  supplement  to? 

"  Foreign  Almond  Report  FN  13-51  September  17,  1951 

Foreign  Filbert  Report  FN  12-51  September  10,  1951 
Foreign  Walnut  Report  FN  l6-5l  October  1,  1951 
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ITALY  -  Palermo  -  Sicily 

F*o,be  quotations  per  220  pounds  PG^s  $95  and  bar  type  $100  to  $125* 
There  have  been  few  sales  to  United  States  reported  to  October  U  with 
shipments  to  date  about  22  short  tons.  No  future  sales  to  United  States 
reported. 

Sales  to  European  buyers  estimated  at  about  2,000  short  tons  of  which 
Germany  purchased  1,320  tons,  and  the  balance  went  to  France,  Sweden  and 
Beneluxa  The  market  has  been  active  to  Europe, 


PORTUGAL 


F,o,b,  Portugal  quotations  per  220  pounds  $95  blanched  $113o  No 
sales  to  United  States  since  September  1  reported. 

The  1950  crop  estimate  has  been  revised  to  5^300  short  tons  of  which 
li,600  tons  were  ■  in  Algarve  and  the  balance  in  Douro,  This  was  the  largest 
crop  on  record  for  Portugal,  The  1951  crop  is  estimated  at  2,600  short 
tons  or  slightlj?-  less  than  half  that  of  the  previous  season.  The  crop 
in  Algarve  is  estimated  at  2,200  short  tons  and  the  balance  is  in  Douro, 
Heavj’-  rain  and  wind  during  blossoming  is  reported  to  have  done  consider¬ 
able  more  damage  than  was  realized  earlier  in  the  season.  Prices  re¬ 
ported  somewhat  higher  than  last  season  due  to  veiy  small  crop’  and  gqod 
foreign  demand.  Estimated  iiUO  short  tons  new-crop  sold  Belgium,  France 
and  Germany, 


SPAIN 


Official  export  prices  were  revised  September  lii  to  following  fcO*b, 
Spanish  port  per  220  pounds.  Quotations  by  exporters  on  October  3  were 
as  follows: 


Unselcct  Valencia 

Select  Valencia 

Select  Mallorca 

Selected  Planetas 

Selected  Larguetas 

Selected  Jordans 

Selected  Marconas 

Unshclled  Mollares  (Tarragona) 

Unshelled  Mollares  (Cartagena) 

Unshclled  Fitas 


$80 

$86 

$85 

$89 

$95 

$96 

$98 


$35.70 

$3lt.60 

$30,50 


If  packed  in  wooden  boxes  $3o36  additional. 


According  to  best  available  information  at  this  time,  few  inquiries 
being  received  from  the  United  States c  Inquiries  from  the  United  States 
reported  mostly  for  Jordans,  interest  in  Valencias  reported  limited. 

There  have  been  only  a  feu  contracts  for  future  shipment  to  the  United 
States  in  Valencia  to  October  2,  tonnage  involved  not  known,  Malaga  re¬ 
ports  future  shipment  sales  to  the  United  States  estimated  at  110  short 
tons.  It  is  estixaated  by  Spanish  exporters  sales  to  date  from  all  of 
Spain  to  the  United  States  so  far  this  season  total  5^0  short  tons  of 
Jordans,  Larguetas  l65  tons  and  Marconas  55  tons©  It  is  believed  this 
estimate  is  probably  a  little  high«  European  demand  especially  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  +-he  Netherlands,  Sweden,  Denmark  and  Switzerland  reported 
very  goode  Sales  from  Malaga  district  to  first  four  countries  estimated 
at  880  short  tonsr,  Valencia  is  reported  to  have  exported  only  253  short 
tons  during  August  and  September  to  the  same  group  of  countries «  Germany 
apparently  shovang  little  interest  in  Spanish  almonds  to  date, 

Spanish  exporters  generally  believe  on  the  basis  of  present  European 
inquiries  no  difficulty  will  be  experienced  exporting  the  entire  exportable 
surplus  of  alm.onds  to  Europe^,  United  States  business  is  not  expected  to 
equal  last  year  due  to  large  crop  in  California  and  reported  stocks  in 
hands  of  users  in  the  United  States, 


FILBERTS 


ITALY  -  Naples 

F.o.b,  Italian  port  (Naples)  per  220  pounds  shelled  filberts  arc 
being  quoted  at  $90  and  unshelled  at  ^ItO,  No  sales  to  the  United  States 
have  been  reported  to  date  at  these  prices,  Spanish  and  Turkish  prices 
reported  more  attractive  and  Naples  market  at  moment  at  a  standstill* 
Trade  reports  Spanish  shelled  filberts  quoted  at  $72  can  be  purchased 
via  Switzerland  at  $68  and  Turkish  at  $75«  Italian  growers  unwilling 
to  sell  at  lower  prices,  Germany  to  date  has  issued  only  limited  import 
licenses. 


ITALY  -  Palermo  -  Sicily 

No  inquiries  received  from  the  United  States  as  Cimiciato  prevents 
exporting  to  United  States^  Very  little  other  business  reported  because 
of  high  Sicilian  price, 

SPAIN  -  Reus  Tarragona 

IVtinimum  official  export  prices  foOeb*  per  220  pounds  Spanish  ports 
are:  shelled,  $72;  unshelled,  $31;,  with  exporters  generally  holding 
close  to  these  levels.  United  States  inquiries  have  been  negligible 
although  it  is  estimated  short  tons  of  kernels  have  been  fixed  for 
future  shipment,  European  demand  has  been  very  strong  in  view  of  very 
competitive  price  level  compared  x-Tith  other  countries.  Some  late  weather 
damage  is  reported  reducing  estimate  crop.  Exporters  anticipate  no  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  disposing  of  this  year’s  crop  and  carry-over  from  last  year 
provided  other  countries  do  not  drastically  drop  their  prices. 


TURKEY 


F,o,b,  quotations  per  220  pounds  October  2  shelled  regulars  $87  and 
standards  $91o  The  same  quotations  in  September  were  $76  and  $80,  Sales 
through  third  countries  at  somewhat  lower  figures.  It  is  reported  United 
States  buyers  arc  not  interested  in  the  above  prices  but  xdlling  to  pur¬ 
chase  through  third  countries  at  lox-Jcr  prices.  It  is  reported  301  short 
tons  have  been  shipped  direct  to  the  United  States  to  date© 

Sales  to  October  2  estimated  to  have  totalled  9^900  short  tons  of 
shelled  filberts  of  vjhich  Germany  purchased  3^850  tons,  the  United  Kingdom 
2,200  tons  and  France  1,100  tons.  Trade  expects  to  export  little  more 
direct  to  the  United  States  but  considerably  more  is  expected  to  find 
its  way  through  other  countries  to  the  United  States, 


WAmUTS 


FRiVNCE  -  Bordeaux 

Come  3  unshelled  quoted  f.o,b«  shipment  by  end  of  October  $1x2* 
by  November  1^  Marbot  prompt  $i|6  and  by  November  l5  Bordeaux 

extra  halves  shipment  by  October  25  $lhO  and  ^^130  second  half  November. 
Bordeaux  extra  broken  and  invalidos  $110  shipment  second  half  November. 
One  shipment  in  September  of  [;i|,000  pounds  of  kernels.  Few  United 
States  inquiries  to  date  mostly  for  invalidos* 


FRANCE  -  Grenoble 

Weather  continues  poor  for  harvest,  some  doubt  now  being  expressed 
if  crop  will  turn  out  a.s  estimated^  Prices  for  unshelled  have  dropped 
slightly  and  are  now  reported  to  be  about  as  follows: 

Comes  extra  27  mm  $ii0o00 
Marbot  extra  28  mm  $i|lo00 

These  prices  rcla.te  to  220  pounds  f*o,b,  Gorman  frontier. 


ITALY  -  Naples 

F.Ocb,  Italy  per  220  pounds  quotations  for  unshelled  Sorrentos  $38 
to  $^2,  shelled  $65  to  $70,  Light  halves  arc  around  $90  to  $105  de¬ 
pending  on  quality.  No  future  sales  reported  to  the  United  States  and 
no  shipments  of  new-crop  up  to  October  3*  Sales  of  now-crop  mostly  un- 
shelled  to  Germany,  France,  and  Scandinavian  countries  estimated  at 
about  825  shorty  tons.  There  have  been  few  Gorman  import  licenses  to 
date.  United  Kingdom  reported  still  buying  1950  pack.  Market  slow 
because  of  relatively  high  prices  demanded  by  growers. 


TURKEY  -  Istanbul 

Market  very  slow  prices  are  nominal.  It  is  reported  shelled  50 
percent  light  moats  quoted  at  $96  but  no  foreign  interest.  It  is  re¬ 
ported^  exporters  believe  som.e  700  tons  of  kernels  will  be  exported 
later  in  the  season  to  United  States  probably  via  third  countries. 
Little  European  interest  to  date  reportedj  however,  it  is  expected  to 
pick  up  later  this  month.  United  States  reported  not  interested  in 
present  prices, —  By  Dr.  W,  R,  Schreiber,  based  in  part  upon  United 
States  foreign  service  reports. 
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1951  forem  almond  production  about  average 

The  1951  preliininp.ry  estimate  oT  'shelled  almond  pro'duction  in  the  ’ 
leading  foreign  producing  countries  is’  65>500  short  tons  (revised)  com¬ 
pared  "With  98,700  tons  (revised)  in  1950  and  61,700  tons'  in  19U9«  The  ' 
present  estimate  is  about  equal  to  the  10-year  (l9hO-k9)'  average  but 
8  percent  belou  the  5-ysar  ( 19i|.5-U9 )  average  of  70,900  tens. 

The  estimate  for  the  group  of  countries  is  doirm  only  100  tons  from 
the  first  estimate  made  on  September  17 j  however,  individually  Iran  is 
up,  France,  French  Morocco  and  Italy  down  'and  no  change  is  reported  for 
Portugal  and  Spain.  Spain  was'  the  world’s  largest  producer  during  195l> 
holding  a  very  small  margin  lead  oVer  Italy,  The  United  States  estimate 
has'  been  reduced  slightly  to  12,700  short  tons  unshelled  basis  compared 
with  37^700  tons  in  1950,  ’  ' 

On  January  1,  1952  the  carr3'’-'over  from  the  1951  harvest  in  the  6 
leading  foreign  countries  was  estimated  to  have'  totalled  about  36,300 
short  tons  shelled  basis  or  56'  percent'  of  the  1951  harvest.  The  present 
estimate  represents  about  50  percent  o*f  the  available  supply  at  the  start 
of  the  season,  new-crop  ahd  carry-over'  from  1950,  Spain'  is  reported  to 
hold  about  22,000  tons  of  the  present  carry-over  or  60  percent,  Italy 
9,000  tons  or  2l  percent  and  the  balance  is  in  Iran'  and  Portugal, 

The  1951-52  marketing  season  a.broad  started  slowl;,’-  but  -rained  con¬ 
siderable  momentum  up  to  mid-November,  This  is  not  to  be  confused  with 
the  unprecedented  volume  moved  during  the  same  period  a  year  earlier, 
when  huge  tonnages  had  been  sold  early.  This  season  advance  sales  were 
few  by  comparison  largely  due  to  some  unfortunate  experiences  of  the 
previous  year  and  much  higher  prices.  Foreign  buyers  acquired  stocks 
more  or  less  as  needed  and  with  less'  speculative  interest.  This  season 
Spanish  exporters  were  able  to  take  a  more  active  part  than  they  have 
for  some  time®  The  scare  burring  of  the  previous  season  xras  not  an  im¬ 
portant  factor.  The  United  States  was  a  minor  buyer  tl’is  season  com¬ 
pared  to  that  of  last  season. 


The  export  season  late  in  November  suffered  a  set-back  from  the 
action  of  the  British  Government  in  putting  tree-nuts  back  under  import 
licenses.  About  the  same  time  Western  Gerrian  purchases  began  to  slacken. 
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ALIIONDS,  SHELLED:  Estimated  comincrcial  production  in  specified 
countries,  19^1  ''.Tith  comparisons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

• 

• 

France 

French 

Morocco 

• 

t 

:  Iran 

Italy 

» 

» 

tPorgutal 

• 

:  Spain 

% 

• 

• 

• 

;  Foreign 

» 

• 

• 

United 
States 
un she lied 

Shprt 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

:  Short 

Short 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

Average : 

\ 

19UO-U9 

700 

2,100 

6,600 

29,200 

2,200 

2li,100 

6Ii,900 

25,500 

19h^-h9 

700 

2,700 

7,000 

3h,600 

I 

2,800 

23,100 

70,900 

31;,  300 

Annual: 

19U5 

500 

3,300 

6,600 

50,600 

2,300 

26.,I[00 

89,700 

27,200 

19ii6 

700 

2,ii00 

7,700 

33,000 

3,700 

2ii,200 

71,700 

37,800 

19U7 

1,000 

1,200’ 

6,000 

\ 

U6,200 

1,100 

22,000 

77,500 

29,200 

19li8 

1,100 

3,300 

7,000 

18,700 

2,900 

T 

21,000 

5U,000 

31;,  000 

19h9  • 

300 

3,300 

7,700 

2[t,300 

ii,200 

21,900 

61,700 

1;3,300 

1950  1/ 

1,600 

3,900 

7,100 

55,000 

2j  5,300 

25,800 

2j  98,700 

37,700 

1951  1/ 

2/  600 

ll  3,500 

2/  7,700 

^5,300 

2,600 

25,800 

2/  65,500 

2/  1;2,700 

1/  Prcliminarj'o 
2/  Revised* 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of 
official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  United  States  Foreign  Service 
officers,  results  of  office  research  and  other  information* 
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By  mid-December  the  markets  abroad  i-rcre  operating  slox^ly  since  most 
countries  had  acquired  their  holiday  requirements#  The  Italian  exporters 
wore  surprised  about  mid-December  by  substruntial  inquiries  from  Russian 
buyers  while  other  buyers  were  generally  out  of  the  market# 

It  is  estimated  that  from  the  opneing  of  the  season,  September  1, 

19hl  to  Dec  mbor  21,  1951  about  22,000  short  tons  of  shelled  almonds 
moved  into  international  trade  or  about  .percent  of  the  1951  market  or 
30  percent  of  the  available  supply  at  the  start  of  the  season#  Italy 
is  estimated  to  have  exported  11,0’'''0  tons  or  half  the  total,  followed  by 
Iran  with  li,000  tons  and  Spain  with  3,500  tons.  Spain  also  exported  an 
estimated  1,000  short  tons  of  unshelled.  As  near  as  caui  be  estimated  at 
this  time  Gcimiany,  the  United  Kingdom,  Franco  and  the  Soviet  Union,  in 
about  that  order,  were  the  principal  buyers#  The  usual  western  European 
buyers  and  some  of  the  Near  East  and  South  American  countries  purchased 
less  than  their  normal  quantities# 

The  outlook  for  the  balance  of  thq  1951-52  season  now  appears  a 
little  more  promisin'  gcnerallj^  to  European  exporters  than  it  did  at 
mid-December#  Foreign  inquiries  primarily  from  western  Europe,  although 
not  exceptionally  large,  continue  strong  and  the  Soviet  Union  interest 
has  tended  to_  create  a  more  optimistic  view.  Generally  exporters  do  not 
feel  any  weakening  of  prices  is  due  to  occur,  at  least  until  -after  the 
danger  of  frost  is  over  in  the  spring#  Growers  in  all  countries  arc 
still  holding  to  present  prices  and  ara  expected  to  do  so  until  the  1952 
harvest  prospects  can  be  evaluated#  It  is  believed  that  unless  some  un- 
forscon  buying  wave  occurs  during  the  balance  of  the  season,  the  carry¬ 
over.  into  1952-53  season  for  the  6  countries  as  a  group  wiU.  be  much 
larger  than  that  of  the  previous  season.  Spain  probably  T-rill  hold  the 
largest  carry-over  in  view  of  present  large  stocks# 

FRANCE t  The  1951  preliminrry  estimate  for  shelled  almond  production  in 
France  has  been  revised  dox-mward  to  600  short  tons  compared 
with  1,600  tons  in  1950  and  300  tons  in  19U9#  The  estimate  is  lli  per¬ 
cent  below  the  10-yoar  (l9l|0-U9)  and  the  5-yGar  il9h$-h9)  average  of 
700  tons#  Prior  to  harvest  it  xras  believed  that  about  tx-Jice  the  tonnage 
noxj  estimated  x-jould  be  harvested;  hox-cver,  rains  all  through  the  harvest 
period  caused  considerable  losses.  The  damage  by  late  spring  frosts 
apparently  vo.s  also  greater  than  had  been  thought* 

On  Januarx.'  1,  1952  it  xras  estimated  that  practically  all  the  domestic 
almonds  from  the  1951  harvest  had  been  sold  into  consumption  channels# 
There  X'Jerc  an  estimated  600  short  tons  of  shelled  almonds  in  dealer’s 
hands,  mostly  imported  goods#  The  largest  tonnage  in  dealer’s  hands  was 
an  estimated  IxOO  tons  in  Marseille  x-7hile  Paris  dealers  held  most  of. the 
balance* 

France  has  been  a  net  importer  of  shelled  almonds  for  many  years# 
Imports  during  the  1951-52  season  to  Januarq-  1952  are  estimated  to  have 
totalled  about  U, 800  short  tons  of  X'jhich  Italy  is  reported  to  have 


( 
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supplied  65  percent  of  the  total,  Spain  irr.s  the  second  most  important"' 
supplier,  iolloucd  by  the  French  North  African  areas.  According  to 
official  French  statistics,  176  short  tons  were  imported  from  the  United 
States  during  September  1951#  Leading  dealers  in  Marseille  say  they 
knoxT  nothing  about  this  deal  but  state  it  vrould  seem  highly  improbable 
in  viox7  of  the  acute  dollar  shortage.  It  is  possible,  ‘thej’  feel,  that 
such  a  deal  could  have  been  through  some  other  French  Port,  If  this 
proves  accurate,  it  vrill  be  the  first  time  such  a  tonnage  has  ever  been 
purchased  in  the  United  States*  During  November  of  1951  about  3  tons 
of  French  shelled  almonds  were  reported  exported  to  the  United  States, 
French  doalers  also  exj^orted  29h  short  tons  of  French  grox-jn  nuts  to 
Germany  and  about  30  tons  to  other  areas. 

The  almond  market  late  in  December  and  early  January  xras  seasonably 
dullj  honever,  it  is  expected  to  pick  up  shortly  as  the  domestic  demand 
is  good.  The  prices  quoted  per  kilo  of  2,2  pounds  at  Marseille  during 
the  second  half  of  December  1951  xrcre: 


Domestic,  unselcct 
Spanish,  unselcct 
Spanish,  select 
Italian,  unselcct  (Bari) 
Italian,  unselcct 
Italian,  select  (Avola) 
Portuguese  Faro 
Algerian 
Moroccan 


F.O.B.  Marseille 
Francc-Spanish  frontier 

ft  fi  It 

»'  Italian  " 

F.O.B,  Marseille 
Franco-Italian  frontier 
C  &  F  Ma^rscillc 
C.I.F.  Marseille 

ti  .  ft 


“Ipl,  01/1.  Oil 
'^•Ol 
$1.12/1,18 
$0,98/0,97 
$1,02 

.$1.17/1,U5 

$0,98 

0,97 

0.9U 


FRENCH  MOROCCO;  The  1951  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  pro¬ 
duction  in  French  Morocco  is  3^500  short  tons  (revised) 
compared  uith  3^900  tons  in  1950  and  3^300  tons  in  19l|.9,  The  estimate 
exceeds  the  10-ycar  (l9ltO-i|9)  average  of  2,100  tons  by  67  percent  and 
the  5-yGar  (I9ii5-U9)  average  of  2,700  tons  by  30  percent.  The  present 
estimate  Has  very  close  to  that  of  September, 


According  to  best  available  estimates  about  800  short  tons  of  the 

1951  harvest  remained  unsold  on  Januar7.^  1,  1952,  This  estimate  represents 
about  23  percent  of  the  1951  harvest. 

The  1951-52  export  season  has  been  very  slow  compared  to  the  previous 
one.  The  estimate  of  exports  from  the  start  of  the  season  to  January  1, 

1952  is  about  2,000  short  tons,  of  uiiich  about  1,700  tons  \-jctc  to 
Western  Germany,  250  tons  to  France  and  French  areas  and  the  balance  were 
mostly  to  the  United  Kingdom,  France,  normally  the  principal  buyer  of 
Moroccan  almonds,  showed  little  interest  this  season  because  of  high 
prices.  Increased  interest  by  French  importers  since  the  start  of  the 
nex;  year  is  reported.  The  United  Kingdom,  x-Jhich  last  season  x-ras  the 
second  most  important  outlet,  shovied  little  interest  this  year.  The  im¬ 
position  of  import  licenses  in  November  by  the  United  Kingdom  brought 
British  interest  in  Moroccan  almonds  to  almost  a  complete  stand-still. 
Little  if  any  additional  business  for  the  balance  of  the  season  is  ex¬ 
pected  from  the  United  Kingdom, 


German  purchases  were  small  in  December  due  to  the  exhaustion  of  im¬ 
port  licenses;  hoTJcver^  new  licenses  are  expected  to  be  available  in 
Janurr^’'  end  additional  tonnages  are  expected  to  bo  sold  to  German  importer 
According  to  the  Trade,  the'  United  States  has  not  been  interested  in 
Moroccan  almonds  although  they  arc  being  offered  at  around  $82  f,o»b* 
per  220  pounds*  Exporters  believe  that  Moroccan  prices  should  weaken 
a,lic-htly  in  the  months  ahead  and  that  a  substantial  protion,  if  not  the 
entire  present  stock,  Tall  bo  sold  before  now-crop  almonds'  come  to  market 
this  fall. 


IRAM ;  The  1951  preliminary  cstiinate  of  shelled  almond  production  in 

Iran  has  been  revised  upward  to  7,700  short  tons,  shelled  basis, 
according  to  the  latest  available  information.  The  1950  crop  ±h  estimated 
to  have  totalled  7,100  tons  and  the  19U9  crop  7,700  tons.  The  estimate 
exceeds  the  10-ycar  (l9l4-0-i|9)  average  of  6,600  tons  by  17  percent  and 
the  5-ycar  (1955-^9)  average  of  7,000  tons  bj''  10  percent.  The  increase 
in  the  present  estimate  is  due  largely  to  a  much  better  th'an  expected 
harvest  In  the  imiportant  Azerbaijan  region. 


The  best  available  estim''to  of  stocks  remaining  in  the  country’"  on 
January  1,  1952  from  the  previous  harvest  isabout  3,200'  short  tons 
shel.led  basis,  hold  mostly  by  growers  and  small  country-  dealers.  Ex¬ 
porters  state  tha.t  although  about  li2  percent  of  the  1951  harvest  is  still 
believed  to  bo  in  the  back  areas,  the  quantity  that  is  available  for  ex¬ 
port  is  someirhat  less  because  of  the  good  domestic  demand  Gxperionced, 


The  1951-52  export  season  to  January  1,  1952  has  been  somewhat 
better  than' had  been  expected  by  the  Trade  a.t  the  start  of  the  season. 
Exports  during  thJ.s  period  arc  estimated  to  have  totalled  about  5,000 
short  tons,  shelled  basis,  or  almost  the  equivalent  of  the  entire 
1950-51  season.  Export  data  by  countries  of  destination  for  the  current 
season  arc  not  ava.ilablc  at  this  time;  however,  it  is  reported  a  substan¬ 
tial  percent  of  the  exports  to  date  were  to  the  Soviet  Union,  One  sale 
to  the  Soviet  Union  of  1,870  short  tons  at  prices  said  to  reflect  27 
to  3O2  cents  per  pound  shelled  basis  f,o,b,  Caspian  Port  of  Pahlavi  was 
reported*  It  should  be  noted  these  prices  arc  rather  low  in  comparison 
to  those  quoted  fiC.b,  Persian  Gulf;  however,  shipping  froit  Caspian 

ports  does  not  incur  the  high  railroa.d‘  rates  to  Khorrarashar  on  the 
Persian  Gulf, 


The  Trade  reports  that  the  market  has  been  very  active  during  most 
of  the  season  to  date,  largely  because  of  the  Russian  interest.  They 
anticipate  little  difficulty  in  disposing  of  whatever  exportable  surplus 
remains.  The  most  recent  quotations  f,o,bo  Persian  Gulf  ports  for 
ordinary  export  quality  reflects  about  32*7  cents  per  pound  TJith  no  United 
States  interest  reported. 


11^;  The  1951  preliminary^  estimate  of  shelled  almond  production  in 
.  Italy  is  25,300  short  tons  (revised)  compared  vrith  55,000  tons 

in  1950  and  25,300  tons  in  1959^>  The  estimate  is  13  percent  less  than 
the  10-year  (1950-59)  average  of  29,200  tons  and  27  percent  less  than 
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the  5-ycar  il9hS-h9)  average  of  3Uj600  tons*  The  estimate  for  the  Bari 
district,  13^200  tons,  is  doim  slirhtlv  from  the  estimate  of  September  17, 
1950*  The  present  estimr'tc  for  Sicily  is  12,100  tons,  up  slightly  from 
the  earlier  estimate* 

On  January  1,  1952  it  irr.s  estimated  that  about*' 9,000  short  tons, 
shelled  basis,  remained  in  all  of  Italy*  The  stocks  arc  about  equally 
divided  bctirccn  the  2  districts*  In  Sicily  it  is  reported  that  the 
visible  supply  of  bar-t^pe  alr.ionds  is  about  exhausted*  There  arc  still 
some  bar;.’'-t3pc  obtaina-blc  in  Bari*  The  1951  harvest  produced  far  less 
bar-type  aLmonds  than  the  record  of  the  previous  year  which  was  to  be 
expected*  The  stocks  arc  mostlj;  in  the  hands  of  growers  and  small 
speculators. 

The  '1951-52  marketing  season  has  been  decidedly  different  from  the 
previous  year#  The  bclow-averagc  harvest  resulted  in  growers  asking 
higher  prices  which  in, turn  reflected  higher  export  quotations*  This 
season  for  the  first  time  in  many  years  Ita*ly  xras  not  the  world’s  largest 
producer  of  shelled  almonds  and  furthermore  Spain  was  a  strong  competitor* 
The  market  in  Sicilj’’  started  off  with  good  activity  and  by  the  end  of 
1951  it  T:as  estimated  some  6,600  short  tons  had  been  shipped*  In  Bari 
the  mra’kct  stail-cd  soemwhat  slox.vr  and  for  the  sane' period  about  U,U00 
tons  had  been  shipped  abroad*  It  appears  on  the  basis  of  the  above  esti¬ 
mates  that  11,000  short  tons  or  k3  percent  of  the  1951  harvest  had  been 
sold  abroad* 

During  the  first  U  months  of  the  season  Western  Germany,  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Frajicc  were  the  principal  buyers  of  Italian  almonds*  The 
other  Western  European  countries  also  purchased  fair  tonnages*  The 
United  States,  according  to  Italian  statistics,  was  a  very  minor  market 
so  f'-r  this  season,  being  interested  in  only  minor  lots  of  specialties* 

The  action  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government  putting  nuts  on  import 
licenses  late  in  November  ahd  a  tendency  at  least  to  temporarily  curtail 
purchases  by  that  country’’*  By  mid-December  the  market  had  reached  the 
customars'  seasonal  lull  as  most  countries  had  alrcad:;',^  acquired  their 
holiday-  needs*  About  the  end  of  November  the  Soviet  Union  buyers  entered 
the  market  for  a  sizeable  tonnage,  much  to  the'  surprise  of  the  Italian 
exporters.  It  is  reported  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  some  1,100  tons 
were  sold  in  Sicily  to  the  Soviet  Union  and  about  tWee  that  tonnage  is 
reported  contracted  for  in  Bari* 

The  outlook  for  the  balance  of  the  season  is  somewhat  obscured  by 
the  fact  that  some  of  the  Western  European  countries  arc  tightening  up 
their  foreign  exchange  expenditures*  The  Trade  is  of  the  opinion  that 
Western  Germany  will  liberalize  its  import  regulations  soon  and  will  again 
pcimit  its  importers  to  enter  the  Italian  market.  There  arc  also  some 
slight  indications  that  the  Soviet  Union  may  enter  the  market  for  additional 
tonnages  in  the  next  few  weeks©  The  domestic  demand  has  continued  good 
all  season  and  is  expected  to  continue  for  the  balance  of  the  1951-52 
year*  It  is  reported  that  the  domestic  use  of  almonds  is  considerably 
higher  than  in  prewar  years*  No  additional  business  of  any  consequence 
from  the  United  States  is  anticipated  by  the  Trade  for  the  balance  of  the 
dcason* 


The  gron^'rs  pro  holding  almond's  pt  high  prices  bccpusc  they  arc  o. 
good  hedge  against  inflation  and  bccpusc  of  the  snail  supply.  The  ex¬ 
porters  expect  prices  to  remain  high  p.t  least  until  after  the  danger  of 
frost  is  over  and  some  idea  of  the’ 1952  crop  can  be  obtained.  While  it 
is  much  too  early  to  forecast  the  1952  crop,  the, -general  feeling  among 
the  Trade  and  growers  is  that,  weather  permitting,  a  much  larger  crop 
than  that  of  1951  is  to  be  expected.  If  this  proves  true,  it  is  possible 
soiv.e  weakening  of  prices  for  the  1951  harvest  nuts  can  be  expected  in 
the  spring  because  some  growers  will  be  fearful  of  lower  prices  for  the 
new  crop.  This  is  also  based  on  a  sloT^dng  up  of  purchases  on  the  part 
of  the,  principal  foreign  buyers.  The  selling  pressure  in  Italy  during 
the  1952-53  season  should  be"  strong,  especiallj-  so  if  large  crops  are 
harvested  elsewhere  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin, 

The  most  recent  prices  x-jorc  about  as  folloX'Xs  for  220  pounds  f,o,b. 


Italy: 


$100,00 

103.50 

100,00 

102.ii0 


PG  • 

PG  Hand  Picked 
Prima  Bari 
Prima  Bari  select 


PORTUGAL:  The  1951  preliminary  estimate  of  shelled  almond  production 

in  Portugal  remains  unchanged  at  2,6Q0  short  tons  compared 
X'dth  5^300  tons  in  1950  (revised)  and  U, 200  tons  in  19h9»  The  estimate 
exceeds  the  lO-j’-car  (l9i|0-i|9)  average  of  2,200  tons  by  l8  percent  and  is 
about  7  percent  below  the  5-ycar  (l9ii5“U9)  average  of  2,800  tons.  The 
estimate  for  production  in  the' Algarve  region  is  2,200  thort  tons  com¬ 
pared  with  about  l4.>600  tons  last  year  and  3,500  tons  in  19h9»  The  Douro 
region  is .estLmated^to  have  produced  about  UOO  tons  this  year  compared 
with  about  700  tons  last  yeah  and  about  the  same  in  1914.9,  The  1951 
growing  season  was  poor  and  greatly  reduced  the  crop. 

On  Janu-rj’-  1,  1952  it  was  estimated  that  stocks  remaing  from  the 
1951  ond  previous  harvests  totalled  about  1,800  short  tons,  shelled  basis, 
of  which  a.bout  l,i|00  tons  can  be  considered  available  for  export.  The 
balance  are  of  grade  and  quality  not  readily  acceptable  by  foreign  buyers 
and  for  domestic  consuiaption,  A  year  ago,  at  this  time  it  was  estimated 
about  2,100  tons  remained  from  the  record  crop  of  1950, 

Exports  during  the  1951-52  season  to  January  1,  1952  were  estimated 
to  have  totalled  a.bout  1,200  tons  which  is  considerably  below  the  tonnage 
for  the  sajnc  period  in  the  previous  year.  The  export  season  started  off 
a  little  slower  with  only  783  tons  moving  a.broad  during  the  first  2  months 
of  the  season  compared  xaith  839  tons  for  the  sarnie  period  a  year  oajrlior. 
Growers  idoa.s  of  prices  increased  slowly  from  the  start  of  the  season 
reaching  present  levels  about  November,  It  is  reported  groxaers  noxj  arc 
asking  shcllers  about  $13,30  per  33  pounds  for  unshellod  nuts. 


Export  prices  xahich  opened  at  around  87  cents  per  2,2  pounds  c-f 
Europeari  ports  arc  noxr  a.round  $1,05  and  expected  to  increase  before  the 
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scr.son  is  closed*'  The  demrnd  from  Europcr.n  buyers  is  strong  end  exporters 
ere  confident  thet  reme.ining  stocks  vail  be  sold  out  before  ncu-crop  nuts 
errive  this  fell.  United  St'-tes  interest  hes  been  ver^-  light  this  seeson, 

SPAIN ;  The  19^1  prelLminer3.'  estimete  of  shelled  elmond  production  in 
Spein  is  2^^800  short  tons  or  the  seme  es  in  19^0  end  somevhet 
lerger  then  the  21,900  tons  in  19i49»  The  estimete  exceeds  the  lO-j'cer 
(I9l40-li9)  everegc  of  21;,  100  tons  by  ebout  7  percent  end  the  ^-ycer  (I9h^-h9) 
everege  of  23,100  tons  hj  ebout  12  percent.  The  production  of  Molleres 
(soft  shell)  is  estimeted  et  3/500  short  tons,  unshellcd  basis,  compered 
with  2 ,600  tons  in  1950, 

The  estimate  by  districts  is  es  follows:  Reus  7jl00  short  tonsj 
Malaga  6,100  tons;  Valencia  6,i|00  tons  end  PeJma  dc  Mallorca  6,200  tons. 
These  estimates  relate  to  the  producing  areas  in  and  around  the  districts 
named.  During  1950  these  districts  arc  estimated  to  have-  produced  the 
following  tonnages;  Reus  i|,800  Short  tons;  Malagc  6,100  tons;  Valencia 
6,700  tons  end  Palma  dc  Mallorcft  8,200  tons. 

On  the  basis  of  the  best  available  trade  estimates  it  appears  about 
22,000  short  tons,  shelled  basis,  remained  in  all  of  Spain  on  January  1, 
1952,  This  estimate” represents  about' 85  percent  of  the  1951  harvest,  , 

There  was  eji  estimated  carry-over  from  the  1950  harvest  of  3j000  short 
tons.  The  present  stock  figure  actually  represents  about  76  percent  of 
the  available  supply  at  the  start  of  the  season.  The  present  estimate 
of  the  total,  remaining  stocks  seems  to  be  gcncralljr  in  close  agreement 
by  members  of  the  Trade;  however,  there  is  the  usual  difference  of  opinion 
by  districts.  It  appears  that  the  stock  figure  is  best  distributed  about 
as  follows;  Reus  6,200  'short  tons,  Malaga  5,100  tons,  Valencia  5^600 
tons  and  Mallorca  a.bout  5jl00  tons. 

The  1951-52  season  started  slowly  due  primarily  to  exporters  having 
to  stud;*  the  notr  season *s  export  and  price  regulations.  The  season  also 
was  the  first  in  some  years, in  x^iich  exporters  felt  they  had  a  fighting 
chance  to  meet  foreign  competition  on  somewhat  fair  grounds,  Spanish 
almond  prices  were  definitely  competitive  with  those  of  other  countries* 

All  indica.tions  at  the  start  of  the  season  gave  promise  of  a  good  season. 
Exports  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  season  totalled  an  estimated 
3,500  short  tons  of  shelled  and  about  1,000  tons  of •  unshellcd.  Business 
during  that  period  was  brisk* 

The  best  available  trade  estimates  for  the  period  indicate  88  short 
tons  of  unshellcd  were  exported  to  the  United  States,  550  tons  to  the 
United  Kingdom  and  most  of  the  balance  vrcrc  to  Brazil,  SirTitzcrland  pur¬ 
chased  about  88*0  short  tons  of  shelled,  the  United  Kingdom  550  tons  and 
Belgium,  Denmark,  the  Netherlands  and  Sweden  each  purchased  about  220 
tons.  The  United  States  has  been  interested  in  specialties  all  season 
and  in  November  is  reported  to  have  purchased  110  tons  of  Larguctas  and 
Marconas,  Western  Germany  turned  out  to  be  a,  poor  customer  because  of 
import  restrictions  which  since  have  been  removed.  The  British  import 


-  9  - 


licenses  imposed  Into  in  November  also  sloT-jcd  doxjn  sales  and  the  un¬ 
certainty  of  United  Strtes  import  quotas  hung  over  the  mrrket  until 
December  10* 


The  various  restrictions  such  as  those  in  the  United  Kingdom^ 

Germany  and  the  United.  States,  coii^bincd  ’.-^ith  the  usual  seasonal  decline 

made  Dec embpr  a  sIoh  month  on  actual  exports#  The ; Spanish .Government 

on  December. 2,  1991  reduced  the 'official' export  prices  to  the  United 

States  only  to  the  follov/ing:  '  .  •  . 

•  *  ' 

-  Shelled  Almonds  •  •  •  .  Ug'  S#  DoJLlars 

;  (f#o,b*,pcr  220  pounds) 


Valencias  Unsele'ctcd 
Mallorca  Propricber 
Mallorca  Selected 
Valencias  Selected 
and  Esperanzas 
Plane tas  Selectc'd 
Larguetas  Selected 
Jordans  Seledted 
Mar con as 


$88.  oo; 

92.  Od 
93.oq 

97.90 

99.00 

99.00 

99.00 


Unshellcd  Aliaonds 


Tarra;gona  Mollarcs 
Fitas'.dc  Ibiza  ' 


^  $39.00 

'  33.90 


Exporters  uill  be  permitted  to  sell  in  the  foreign  exchange  market 
10  percent  of  foreign  exchange  derived  from  almond  exports  while  90 
percent  will  be  exchanged  at  21.90  pesetas  to  $1*00  U.S,  -currency.  In 
the  Madrid  Free  Market  about  39.80  pesetas  equal  $1# 00  U.'S, -currency# 

Thus  in  the  case  of  shipments; to  the  dollar  area,  exporters  will  re-  • 
coive  about  2h  pesetas  to  the. $1*00  instead  of  29  pesetas  ^ihich  they 
would  have  received- when  they,- were  able  to  sell  1^0  percent  on  the  foreign, 
exchange  m'-rket  and- 60  percent  at  the  above  stated  exchange  rate.  Ex** 
port  licenses  are  still  being  issued  on  a  I4.9  day'  basis  instead  of  6  months 


The  balance  of'  the  1991-92  season  novr  facing  exporters,  while  not 
altogether  the  brighteset  possible,  is  gcncralljt  thought'  to  be  more  ■ 
promising  than  it  appeared  it  would  be.  early  in  Docembor*  The  inquiries 
from  the  United  States  for  specialties,  arc  reported  to  be  gra.tifjlng  and 
sa.les  arc  being  made.  The  Me  stern  German  imporfers  arc  expected  to  come 
into  the  market  for  good  tonnages.  It  is  reported  a  shipment  of  about 
600  short  tons  is  being  made  in  Januar^^  for  Western  Germany*  The  import 
license  requirement  in  the  United  Kingdom,  it  is  now  believed  by  exporters 
will  reduce  British  purchases  of  Spanish  almonds  only  by  10  to  19  percent. 
The  supplies  of  Italian  almonds  arc  reduced  and  prices  arc  high,  and  this 
should  result  in  Western  European  countries  seeking  their  further  re¬ 
quirements  in  Spain,  The  domestic  market  has  sloxrcd  dovn  beca.use  of  high 
prices  but  is  still  taking  quantities  for  Tarron  and  other  uses, — By 
V/altcr  R,  Schreiber,  based  in  part  upon  U,S,  Foreign  Service  reports. 


IMU  IXS 
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UNITED  STATES:  Imports  for  consumption  of  shelled  end  unshelled  almonds 

(Crop  year^  September-August) 


Year 

French 

Morocco 

Italy 

Portugal 

' Spain 

Other 

countries 

Total 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

r  \ 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

Averages: 

SHELLED 

19hl~h2/l9SO-^l 

29 

1,772 

969 

2.,  660 

199 

9,071 

19U6-U7/1950-51 

36 

3,291 

109 

887 

39 

9,308 

Annual : 

'  ■  ■  ■  ■  \  ■ 

i 

\ 

i 

« 

19i;6-Ii7 

39 

2,099 

187 

990 

76 

3,301 

19U7-/i8 

27 

9,179 

98 

1,809 

26 

6,139 

19li8-n9 

0 

9,370 

206 

299 

97 

9,878 

19U9-90 

91 

699 

10 

1 

2/ 

797 

1990-91 

73 

9,908 

93 

1,923 

29 

6,977 

1991-92  1/ 

31 

371 

0 

189 

13 

600 

UNSHELLED 

Averages: 

1991-92/1990-91 

0 

■  2 

3 

119 

1 

120 

1996-97/1990-91 

0 

'  9 

0 

96 

1 

62 

Annual: 

$ 

1996-97 

0 

6 

0 

199 

6 

197 

1997-98 

0 

9 

0 

0 

2/ 

9 

1998-99 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

3 

1999-90 

0 

2/ 

0 

0 

2/ 

2/ 

1990-91 

0 

-  "  6 

0 

139 

0 

191 

1991-92  1/ 

0 

0 

0 

.  0 

0 

0 

1/  3  months  -  September  through  November* 

_2/  Less  than  one-half  ton* 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census* 
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1951  WALNUT  CROP  SLIGHTLY  ABOVE  AVERAGE 


The  1951  preliminary  estimate  of  walnut  production  in  the  leading 
commercial  producing  countries  of  the  Mediterranean  basin  and  the  United 
States  is  127«000  short  tons,  lanshelled  basis,  compared  with  119^900 
tons  (revised)  for  1950' and  153^900  tons  for  19h9.  The  proriuction  in 
the  Mediterranean  basin  alone  is  estimated  to  have  totalled  51,200  tons 
compared  with  55,600  tons  in  1950  and  65,800  tons  in  1959*  The  United 
States  production  is  now  estimated  at  75,800  tons  compared  with  65^300 
tons  in  1950- and  88,100  tons  in  1959. 

The  present  estimate  for  this  group  of  countries  exceeds  the  10-year 
(191.0-59)  average  of  123,300  tons  and  the  5-year  (1955-59)  average  of 
123,900  tons' by  about  3  percent. 


The  growing  and  harvesting  conditions  in  the  foreign  countries 
during  1951  were  not  as  satisfactory  generally  as  a  year  earlier.  There 
was  an  excess  of  rain  and  other  adverse  conditions  in  most  of  the  pro-' 
ducticn  areas  abroad.  The  quality  of  the  French,  Italian  and  Ballcan 
nuts  was  below  that  of  last  season.  The  quality  of  the  Turkish'  walnuts 
is  reported  to  have  boon  vorj--  good  x/ith  a  lau’ger  proportion  of  white 
meats  than  a- year  ago. 

On  Jajauai^-  1,  1952  it  was  estnaated  that  15,300  short  tons,  unshcllcd 
basis,  remained  in  France,  ItcAy  and  Turkey,  This  representswabout 
33  percent  of  the  1951  harvest  in  these  three  countries.  The' largest 
stocks  remaining  are  in- Turkey  ,t There  it  is- estimated  some  7,100  tons, 
unshcllcd  oasis,  or  50  percent  of  the  total  for  these  countries  remain. 

In  France  it  is  cstima.tcd  there  are  about  200  short  tons  of  kernels  and 
in  TurkejT  1,100  tons  available  for  ir-micdiaAe  shipm^^nt.  These  cs'bimatcs 
for  kernels  have  been  converted  to  unshcllcd  and  included  in  the  15,300 
tons. 


the  Mediterranean 

lu  previous  season.  Official  export 


basin  has  been  very 


The  1951-52  export  season  in 
sloTT  in  comparison  to  that  of  th 

statistics  arc  not  yet  available  for  all  of  these  countries j  however, 
based  on  trade  estimates,  it  would  appear  that  the  equivalent  of  11,200 
short  tons,  unshcllcd  basis  x-ras  exported  from  France,  Italy  and  Turkey 
from  Scptemoer  1  to  December  31,  1952.  The  exports  represent  about  26 
percent  of  the  1951  harv-st  in  these  countries.  Italy  so  far  this 


season 


IJALNUTS,  unshelled:  Estimated  commercial  production  in 
specified  countries,  1951  ^-^ith  comparisons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


lear 

Balkan 

coun¬ 

tries 

» 

» 

> 

:  France 

» 

• 

Italy 

a 

Turkey 

1/ 

Foreign  : 
total  : 

United 

States 

V/orld 

total 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Short  : 
tons  i 

Short 

tons 

Short 

tons 

Average: 

< 

• 

% 

: 

68,500  :  123,300 

19UO-i|9 

,12,500 

20,000 

15,000. 

7,300 

5ii,800j 

19U5-U9 

10,800 

16,300 

17,300 

6,200; 

1  •, 

50,600: 

73,300 

123,900 

Annual : 

1  • 

4 

1 

19U5 

9,800 

12,100 

16,500 

2,000 

Ii0,].|.00: 

70,900 

111,300 

19^6 

10,200 

10,700 

13,200 

5,000 

39,100: 

71,900 

111,000 

19U7 

9,700 

32,000 

1U,000 

2,200 

57,90oi 

6h , 600 

122,500 

19U8 

ll,i;00 

13,100 

15,U00 

10,000 

1;9>900: 

71,100 

121,000 

19li9 

13,000 

33,300 

27,500 

12,000 

65,800: 

88,100 

153,900 

1950  2/ 

8,800 

17,600 

22,000 

3/  7,200 

l/,  55,600': 

6U,300 

y 119, 900 

1951  2/  3/ 

8,000 

13,900 

19,800 

9,500 

51,200: 

! 

75,800 

4 

127,000 

:  : 

4 

4 

IT  Exportable  surplus  only  -  not  total  production* 

£/  Preliminary* 

3/  Revised. 


Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture* 
Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments, 
reports  of  U*  S.  Foreign  Service  officers,  results  of  office  research  or  other 
information. 
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has  been  the  nost  successful  uitli  cji  ^.stimated  2,200  short  tons  of 
kernels  and  1,200  tons  of  unsholl'..d<.  Frrnce  has  not  done  so  ucllo  The 
export  season  in  France  is  rapidly/  approaching  an  ende  Exports  have 
been  slou  from  Turkey  but  arc  expected  to  pick  upe 

The  export  season  in  these  3  countries  ha.s  been  sloxf  due  to  high 
prices  asked  by  growers  and  in  turn  by  exporters,  the  larger  United 
States  crop  and.  the  restrictions  on  imports  by  the  principal  European 
countries*  The  quality  of  the  French  and  Ita.lian  nuts  also  discouraged 
some  foreign  buyers*  Late  in  November  th..  British  government  placed  tree 
nuts  on  import  licenses  ■'iiich  brou.ght  a  decline  in  the  demand  from  British 
importers*  V/estem  Gerraany  also  controlled  importation  of  vralnuts  and 
other  items  because  of  currency  difficulties*  The  large  United  States 
crop  and  carry-oV'^r  from  the  previous  season  lessened  demand  from  that 
country* 

The  balance  of  this  season  offers  little  basis  for  optimism  xdth 
rega.rd  to  disposal  of  the  balance  of  the  crop*  Domestic  demand  which 
has  absorbed  a  siza.ble  tonn''r,c  in  Ital^'  and  Fr''nce  remains  good  and  is 
expected  to  pretty  well  clean  up  the  small  stocks  in  Franco*  In  Italy 
it^appe-rs  that  domestic  demand  and  possible  export  business  will  be  in¬ 
sufficient  to  absorb  thv.  rema.ining  stocks  before  ncw-crop  nuts  are  avail¬ 
able  unless  some  unexpected  large  foreign  orders  an.,  received*  In  Turkey 
where  a  poor  shoX'Ting  export-wise  has  been  reported  during  the  .first 
quarter  of  the  present  season,  the  Trade  is  somewhat  more  optimistic 


although  not  to  the  point  xrhere  it 


a  100  percent  sell-out  of  the 


1951  h'-rvest  xtill  occur*  Recent  inquiries  give  some  hope  of  furth.,r  exr 
ports  in  tne  nv,xt  pxonths  can  be  expected,  especially  so  if  walnuts  are 
put  on  export  List  III. 

9 

FRANCE t  Tne  1951  prcliminai;'  estimate  of  walnut  production  in  Franco 
is  13,900  short  tons  unshcllod  basis  (revised)  compared  with 
17,600  tons  in  1950  and  13,300  tons  in  19i49*  The  estimrle  is  30  per¬ 
cent  below  the  10-y.,''r  (l9U0-li9)  a.Vv.,rage  of  20^000  tons  and  15  percent 
below  thc_5-ye-r  (19).'5-Ii9)  anwra.ge  of  16,300  tons.  In  th.  Bordcaiuc  dis¬ 
trict  it  is^now  b^li.ved  3,200  short  tons  xr^re  harvested  compared  xlth 
9,700  tons  in  1950  and  11,000:  tons  in  19ii9.  The  h-rvest  in  this  district 
turned  out  to  be  considerably  below  th-t  expected  1-st  f-11.  The  present 
estimate  indic-tes  the  h-rv^st  xwas  made  up  about  as  follows:  Corncs 
3,000^ tons j  I-Iarbots  2, .''00  tons;  ot!w.r  table  v-ricties  700  tons  .''nd.2,500 
shelling  varieties.  -In  the  Grenoble  district  (Dauphinc)  the  harvest 
turned  out  somox-xh-t  better  than  the  e-rli'.r  estimate.  At  presanit  the 
best  available  inform-tion  indic-.tes  the  harvest  xra.s  about  5,700  short 
tons,  unsh..llcd  basis,  comp-red  xlth  7,900  tons  in  1950  -nd  2,300  tons 

estimat-c.  tn-t  of  the  harvest  ii,l4.00  short  tons  x-rcre  of 
the  Grenoble  v-rietie.s".  and. the  balance  xxere  Chaberts.  The  cold  x-.wt 
xjc.ather  during  the  se-son  is  given  -s  th^  reason  for  the  smaller  crop. 

^  The  quality  of  th.,  nuts  in  the  Bordeaxua  region  -s  far  as  Comes  and 
shv^lling  varieties  aro  concerned  was  verg-  good;  hoxrever,  M-rbots  x/ere 
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onlj-  fr.ir  -'^.nd  vcr^/  irrcgul'^.r.  The  Comes  generally  fo.irly  Ir.rgo 

while  Iio.rbots  Wore  not*  The  .Grenoble  nuts  Tjere  gcncrr.lly  inferior  to 
those  of  previous  ye'^.rs. 

Cn  Jr.nu''.ry  1,  19^2  it  wes  estiiii-^ted  thr.t  stocks  remaining  in  nil  of 
Frenco  from  the  1951  hervest  totelled  about  600  short  tons  of  unshellcd 
and  200  tons  of  kern.-ls.  The  stocks  in  Bordeaux  are  estim-’.ted  to  have 
been  about  300  short  tons  of  unshL-llcd,  of  which  half  were  in  grower's 
hands  with  the  balance  and  about  100  tons  of  kernels  held  by  exporters. 
Thv.  balance  of  the  stocks  were  in  the  Grenoble  district*  A  year  ago  a.t 
this  tine  there  were  an  estimated  2_,0C0  short  tons,  unshellcd  basis  in 
"11  of  Franco. 

The  exports  duriaig  the  season  from  September  1,  1951  to  December 
31^  1951  Wure  370  short  tons  of  k^niels  "nd  llj2  tons  of  unshelled* 
According  to  theae.  statistics  96  tons  of  kernels  'acre  exported  to  the 
United  States  and  193  tons  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Canada  is  reported 
to  have  purclmsed  about  32  short  tons  of  kernels.  Western  Germany  12 
tons,  Sweden  11  tons  "nd  various  oth..r  countries  th..  balance*  The 
United  Kinrdom  the  destination  ■'.'or  about  96  short  tons  of  unshellcd. 
The  balr.nce  of  the  unshelled  exports  w..^re  to  V/cstern  Germany  and  Siacdcn* 
The  relatively-  poor  shoi-iing  on  exports  so  far  this  season  is  attributed 
to  the  high  i^rices  and  poor.. r  quality  of  th„  nuts.  The  United  States 
has  been  to  date  a  minor  outlet  for  kernels. 

The  domestic  demand  for  t.abl^-  walnuts  (unsh4..11ed)  has  continued 
good  ".nd  in  fact  w'-.s  hirh...r  than  had  been  expected  e".rli..r  in  the 
season.  There  has  also  be..n  a  rood  demand  for  u. 'shelled  nuts  from 
North  Africa.  The  foreign  demand  for  kernels  has  been  very-  weak  in 
the  past  few  weeks.  The  only  inquiries  for  any  subst"ntial  to'nnage 
of  kem.  Is  have  come  from  T'Jv.stern  Germany  "nd  Belgium,  A  feii  inquiries 
from  the  United  States  has  been  reported  but  little  business  is  expected 
to  r^.sult  from  them.  Shelling  op..rations  in  the  Bordeaux-  district  arc 
coming  to  a  gradual  stop  for  lack  .of  unsh^.lled  nuts* 

In  the  Grenoble  distric.t  it  is  reported  th"t  most  of  the  remaining 
stocks  are  either  contracted  for  or  expected  to  bo  sold  soon,  mostly  to 
domestic  markets,  m  experimental  shipment  of  1,320  pounds  of  unshellcd 
"Grcnobles"  was  copsianed  to  a  United  St".tcs  importer*  These  nuts  were 
put  up  in  1  pound,  cellophane  bags.  They  were  May^ttes,  Franquettes  and 
Parisiennes.  The  purpose  of  th^  tri.al  shipment  laas  to  see  if  Grenoble 
xralnuts  could  re-ent^r  the  United  St"tos  un.shcllcd  market,  .The  small 
shipment  w'-.s  the  only  one.  reported  so  the  trial  does  not  a.p;pear  to  have 
been  very  successful,  Th^re  were  also  272  tons  of  shelled  shipped  from 
Grenoble  to  the  United  States  in  January, 

Cn  January  l5,  1952  the  follo^aing  prices  f,o,b.  Bordeaux  for  220 
pounds  Tfcre  being  quoted: 
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Bor de  aux  Extra .H alv^  s 

6113 

to 

6120 

Broken  Extras 

100 

to 

103 

Arlequins 

93 

to 

100 

Unshelled  Comes  Extra 

k2 

to 

"  Marbots  " 

ho 

to 

hh 

ThG  r.bcvG  prices  ir>^rG  for  JGnur.i^'/Fcbrur.ry  shipment j  hOHcvcr^  they 
mr.y  be  somei'hnt  low  in  viow  of  the  vc^ry  smell  stocks  reported  remeining* 
In  Grenoble  -the  1-ck  of  interest  of  United  Str.tes  buyers  end  the  reduced 
supplies  h-ve  r.nde  prices  difficult  to  obtein.  The  only  exporter  willing 
to  moke  r.  quotetion  in  this  region  states  he  could  deliver  kernels  o.t 

per  pound  f.o.b.  Mc.rseille  but  would  hr.vc  to  inquire  o.round  to  find 
out  X'Tho.t  he  could  do  on  the  unsh^llcd.  It  c.pper.rs  thr.t  for  r.ll  prncticr.l 
purposes  the  French  v^xport  sec.son  is  nbout  ov^r  rnd  no  cn.rry-over  ig  ex¬ 
pected  to  remein  for  the  19^2-3*3  season, 

ITnLY;  The  1931  prelLnin-.ry  estmr.te  of  walnut  production  in  the  Naplcs- 
Sorrento  district  of  Italy  is  19^800  short  tons  unshelled  basis 
(revised)  comp''.rcd.  with  22^000  tons  in  1930  end  27^300  tons  in  19U9* 

The  estimate- exceods  the  10-year  (I9l:.0-[t9)  average  of  13^000  tons  by  32 
percent  and  the  3-year  (l9’'3-U9)  average  of  17^300  tons  by  lU.  percent. 

The  quality  is  reported  as  being  from  f-^.ir  to  good  with  the  average 
size  being  a  littlv.  smaller  than  normal. 


It  is  estmnatod  that  on  January  1,  1932  about  6,600  short  tons  un- 
shelled  basis  remained,  from  the  1931  h"rvest,  mostly  in  the  h'^nd.s  of 
growers.  The  rema-ining  stocks  on  that  date  represent  about  33  percent 
of  the  1931  harvest. 


Exports  from  the  beginning  of  the  season  to  J^nuai""  1,  1932  arc 
estimated  to  have  tct'^.lled  about  2,200  short  tons  of  uaishellcd,  mostly 
to  the  United  Kingdom,  Germ^'iiy  '■.nd  Switzerl'^nd,  It  is  also  estimated 
that  about  1,200  short  tons  of  sh.:lled  w-lnuts  were  exported  during  the 
same  p>criod  mostly  to  th-^  United  Sl"tos,  Canada,  Ucstern  Germany  and 
the  United  Kingdom,  It  is  »^stirtiated  that  about  6OO  tons  of  komols  were 
sold  to  January  1,  1932  ta  United  St-tes  importers.  The  export  movement 
has  been  slow  primarily  because  of  high  prices.  The  placing  of  tree  nuts 
on  a.  license  basis  by  the  United  Kingdom  last  November  a.lso  tended  to 
reduce  exports. 


At  present  the  market  is  verg'  calm  with  only  limited  inquiries  from 
abroad,  but  even  so,  .grovjers  are  still  holding  for  high  prices.  The 
domestic  demand  has  been  good  all  season  '"nd  continues  so  a.t  this  time* 

.*t  present  f.o.b,  It"ly  prices  per  220  pounds  for  1931  crop  Sorrentos  is 
-(^36. 00  to  .‘;i;iil,80  unshelled.  The  comp -rable  prices  for  shelled  are  about 
as  follows;  Light  amber  pieces  (o82.30;  first  qua.lity  light  halves  ^())93 
to  •'193  "nd  shelled  Sorrentos  of  ..,3,C,D,  quality  mixed  are  686  to  $87, 

The  relatively  lower  prices  for  shelled  is  said  to  reflect  the  poor  d.c- 
m''nd  from  abroad  and  that  unless  the  dem"nd  picks  up,  pric.s  arc  likely 
to  weaken  in  the  weeks  ahead.  The  unshelled  prices  arc  expected  to  remain 


6  - 


stcr.dy  largely  because  ol  the  do’Tiestic  demand.  Late  in  J''.nu''.iy  a  niunbcr 
of  inquiriv^s  h.- re  received  frora  Latin  .jnerican  countries  and  a  few  more 
from  the  United  States  which  night  restore  activity  to  the  market  if 
trajisactions  .^re  actually  made. 

TURKEY ;  The  19^1  prelimin''.iy*  L.stimate  of  walnut  production  in  Turkey 

(exportable  surplus  only)  is  9,500  short  tons,  unshellcd  basis, 
donpared  with  7,200  tons  (revised)  in  1950  and.  12,000  tons  in  19i|9* 

The  estimate  exceeds  the  10-y^,ar  (I9l40-li9)  average  of  7,300  tons  by  30 
percent  '".nd  the  5-year  (I9li5-U9)  average  of  6,200  tons  by  53  percent# 

The  Turkish  w.^'lnut  crop,  bec"usc  of  the  nature  of  the  plantings,  is  one 
of  the  most  difficult  to  estimate#  The  actual  tot al -production  of  wal¬ 
nuts  is  believed  to  be  considerably  above  the  estimate  of  the  "exportable 
surplus#"  The  quantity  that  Turkish  farmers  sell  into  export  channels 
dependn  on  family  -'.nd  local  ne^ds  and  on  the  prices  offered  by  exporters# 
The  quantity  c'^.ll^d  "exportable  surplus"  therefore,  refers  largely  to 
the  tonnage  exporters  hoi)c  to  be  able  to  buy  from  grotrors  and  therefore 
docs  not  necessarily  reflect  the  size  of  the  crop  in  Turkey#  The  quantity 
called  "export ■'blc  sub:.,lus"  also  refL^cts  the  expected  foreign  demand 
since  exporters  will  bu^'  onl^’"  if  an  ..xport  market  can  be  found#  The 
quality"  of  the  1951  crop  is  reported  to  be  verj  good,  with  a  grea.ter 
proportion  of  ah.itc  meats  th"n  a  ^-e-^r  ago# 

Cn  January  1,  1952  it  'a-s  estima.ted  that  ''.bout  7,100  short  tons, 
unsh..llcd.  basis,  rcm''ined  of  the  export ''ble  surplus  from  the  1951 
harvest.  It  is  cstirmted  that  about  1,100  short  tons  of  k..rnels  arc 
av.''llablc  an^'’.  the  bal''nce  of  the  stocks  are  unslnllcd#  The  present 
estimate  of  stocks  is  exactly"  tho  s''.me  as  that  of  a  year  ago  except 
that  there  are  twice  "s  i.rm-  kornels  this  year  "nd  less  unshellcd# 

The  1951-52  export  So''.son  to  Januarj-  1,  1952  has  been  slow  most  of 
the  time.  The  foreign  dem- ndi  h''s  been  light  and.  guncra.lly  for  relatively 
small  p'',rccls.  Exports  of  kornL^ls  ^"uring  the  period,  totalled  less  than 
500  tons  of  which  the  l-rgi^st  ame-unt,  about  200  tons,  wore  to  Canada# 

The  United.  St''teE  is  officially  shoxm  as  h'',ving  been  the  destination  for 
only  }<J4  tons  "nd  the  United  King^tam  only  11  tons# 

The  export '".tion  of  unshelled  Tralnuts  w^.s  even  more  disappointing 
with  l>^ss  than  100  short  tons  reported  for  the  period#  The  largest 
tonnage  of  unsholled  for  the  pv^riod  ’""s  about  I6  short  tons  to  V7cstcrn 
Germany,  The  United  Kingdom  was  not  interested,  in  unshelled  in  vioW  of 
thv.  experience  ha.-'',  xiith  them  during  thn  previous  year#  The  putting  of 
tree  nuts  cn  import  licmses  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  late  November  also 
helped  keep  British  importers  out  of  the  m''.rkct# 

•  « 

The  market  opened  x..dth  prices  of  about  (p200  per  2,200  pounds  f,o#b» 
Istanbul  for  unshello^''  ''.t  "Tiich  l>_,vcl  prices  h''vc  remained  to  date# 

The  lack  of  demand,  .from  the  United.  King''''.cm  ".nd.  V/estern  German^'  tended 
to  ke„p  the  market ' steady  at  that  level# 
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The 


'hwllc'’’-  TT^lnut  prices  opcnci  r.t  r.rouni  2.10  to  2*20  TurxCisxi 


Lire.  p.  r  kilo  (3h  to  36  U.S,  c./ats  p^.r  poun^O  then  iTCxCkcnc''',,  r.ni 
finr.13-3'  os  c  sn'',ll  volinnv^  of  busiiicss  '■'ppccrc.  rosi^  oo  2*20  to  2*30 
Turkish  lire  (ebout  36  to  37  U*  S.  C'_nts  per  pounf.)  icr  pecks ^heving 
r.  60  to  6$  percent  light  helves  -n''’  pii-.ceE  cont^^nto  These  prices  h..vc 
not  been  entirely  setisfectory  to  Unite'’’  Stetes  inporters*  It  is  elso 
reported  thet  r'/'’6itionr.l  business  from  VJestern  Gormeny  is  expected 
eurinp  tho  "oelnicc  of  the  s.^"scn  but  nothing  froia  the  Jhiter.  Kingc  ein* 
Exporters  '^re  reported,  to  heve  esked.  the  Governiiicnt  in  *-nk.''ra  te  plcecc 
welnuts  on  List  III,  goo'^s  iThich  ere  difficult  to  move  nr’  rhich  rc-^  ^ 
ce.ive  speciel  cQnsi'’cr''.tion  on  export  r^gul'-.tions^  hceMVv.r,  thu.  requeso 
is  s"i'’.  to  hevc  been  d.eniod.*  Unless  soLn  uni  orcscen  ousiiiess  '■..cvelops 
e  siibste.nti'".!  cerif,’'—ov>-r  into  the  next  seeson  eppeers  likely* 

The  meesures  reported  in  the  October  1,  19^1  report  irhich  r..rc 
frnaed  lest  yv^ef  to  control  eve  si ’n  of  currency  lens,  heye  b^en  cmplificd. 
by  Comraunique  No,  [tl*  This  stipulet^s  thet  bi3.1s  of  3.e'''ing  covL^ring  •ex¬ 
ports  of  Turkish  prc' 'um  must  bu  hended.  _by  the  shipping  egencp  to  the 
eufiriorized.  benk  through  rhich  collection  is  being  cffecto".,  reth^r^tnen 
to  the  exporters*  This  shnild.  moke  tripertite  tred.c  more  cdfficulu  md. 
morh  expensive  but  hot  ii.ipos'sible*  export ..r's  egent  in  e  port  ^  ^ 
through  wliich  e  ship  route  to  the  United.  Stote's  "iJill  pess,  mey  logiti- 
mo.telj^  ’’resell"  ’the  goods  md  issue  nm  'bill-s  oi  lecing  for  t’neir  oniix.rc. 
transport  to  the  United  Stetes,  Exp..rters  believ„  thet  the  only  meesurc 
to  stop  tripertite  trede  uouJLd.  be  the  oi?fer  by  the  Government  of  e 
premium  on  dollqr  soles* 

•  It  is  reporto'^.  thet  rithin  the  coming  ye-.r  orelnuts  mey  te  put  under 
supervision  of  tin  Union  of  Filoert  Exporters,  ■'^hicil  moul''  bring  onio 
pro'^uce  under  e  more  strict  control  t’neri  th"t  eoiercisc'.  by  the  eh.mbers 
of  C'cmraercec — By  ''.Jelter  R*  Schr^d-bor,  besed  in  pert  upon  U*  S*  F' reign 
Service  reports. 


(( 


-  6  - 


UlIITED  STATES:  Imports  and  exports  of  walnuts 
(Crop  year,  September-August) 


Countries 

Average 

Annual 

19li6-ii7 

19^0-51 

19l^8-[t9 

• 

:  19U9-50 

• 

• 

» 

:  1950-51 

• 

• 

% 

:  1951-52  1/ 

• 

• 

: Short  tons 

Short  tons 

i Short  tons 

; Short  tons 

: Short  tons 

• 

• 

H-IPORTS  -  SHELIilD 

China 

566 

1  U2 

:  2,223 

538 

:  6 

France 

196 

32 

:  185 

757 

I  278 

Italy 

351 

kko 

215 

822 

171 

Turkey 

i;6l 

596 

279 

1,0)48  :  Ihh 

Other 

179 

277 

186 

hll 

122 

Total 

1,753 

1,387 

3,088 

3,576 

721 

D-IPORTS  -  UiJSiGLIED 

China 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Italy 

31 

3h 

3 

0 

7 

Other 

12 

2/ 

0 

59 

0 

Total 

h3 

1 

i 

t 

3 

59 

7 

EXPORTS  -  SMELLED 

Canada 

120 

135 

9 

2 

U 

Cuba 

2 

1 

2/ 

3 

0 

Europe 

2/ 

0 

2/ 

0 

0 

Ot.her 

33 

U9 

iH 

25 

8 

Total 

155 

< 

< 

185 

27 

30 

8 

EXPORTS  -  UMSHELLED 

Canada 

953 

h6l 

1,126 

983 

731 

Cuba 

320 

29k 

353 

hQh  :  i;07 

Europe 

37 

0 

10 

61; 

0 

Other 

U36 

383 

208 

236 

5 

119 

Total 

1,796  j 

« 

l,l5ii 

1,697 

1,767  : 

« 

1,257 

1/  3  months,  September  through  November 


2/  One-half  ton  or  less* 

Compiled  from  official  sources  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census* 
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1952  BIIAZIL  I'lUT  PRODUCTION  FOPcECAST  ABOUT  AVEIL-GE 


The  19,^2  preliminary  forecast  of  Brazil  nut  production  in  the 
iu.azon  Basin  of  Brazil  is  2h,800  short  tons,  unshelled  ^ 

erred  uith  3'AOCO  tons  in  19^0  and  3S,hOO  tons  in  19U/.  The  pieocnt 
Arooast  exceeds  the  10-ycar  O?Ul-lc0)  average  of  19,900  short  tons  by 
29  -Dcrcent  hut  is  8  percent  bcloxr  the  9-yoar  (19X6-50)  a^/erage  o.. 
sUm  toL.  It  is  non  forecast  aboy  19,180  short  tonsjall  be  col- 
Icctcd  in-  Belem,  9,160  in  danaus,  385  tons  in  Iuacoatic.re-.  c  . 
b c.  1  an c c  in  P " r int ins. 

Th  ssiallor  collection  of  nuts  forecast  this  s.ason  yPy  ^o  poor 
flon.,ring  of  the  trees.  Ion  nater  in  tributary  streams  and 
foreign  interest,  especially  from  Europe.  The 
harvest  is  generally  determined  more  by  th^,  expcct-d  r^  g. 
pricis  than  by  the .  set  on  thc'trce-s. 

The  orcsent  cajeort  season  has  opened  vei-y  sy'^lj'  ihF 

siderablc  pessimism  on  the  p'rt  of  export  rs.  ihc  Ply^'y. 

cx-Xor^X;  to  believe  fen  nlll  bo  sold  to  the  United  Kingdom  «yy-'.toh. 

feW  small  lots  of  nhole  and  broken  shollca  nave  toen  solo 
Kingdom  bnportors  at  Ii7/li8  ponce  f.o.b.  per  pomd  Belem 
U3  Anoe  for  brok.n.  (i-tout  95  Unltod  States  Cents  per  pound  tor  nholo 
Ad  50  cents  for  brokon.)  Exporters  arc  reported  if 

Brazilian  Ministry  of  Finance,  Commerce  and  Foreign  ^e  il 

some  modification  or  completo  rer-.oval  could  bo  arranged  with  the  United 
Kingdom  uhich  would  permit  more  exports  to  that  country# 

Western  German  buyers  are  expected  to  enter  the  market  after 
M.-.rch  1,  1952  for  an  .stimat.d  600  tons  of  unshell.d  nuts. 

basis  of  present  indications  it  appears  the  f  States 

unshcll.d  nuts  at  slightly  lower  prices  than  was  paid 

importers  in  1951.  These  prices  -t  this  tim.  are  not  e.ttr  ,c  o 

to  Brazilian  exporters «► 


t 
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BPJiZIL  MUT3;  Estimc.ted  ccrmnercial  production  in 
Brazil,  19^2  uith  conpcrisonc 

(Rounded  to  nerrest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

Bolivia 

Brazil 

Total 

Averages : 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

"THTl-To 

1,000 

19,900 

20,900 

19146-90 

100 

27,100 

27,200 

Annual : 

19h9 

100 

6,300 

6,900 

■I9I16 

100 

27,5'00 

27,600 

19h7  ■ 

100 

30,j4.00 

30,500 

I9I18 

100 

13,900 

19,000 

1949 

200 

33^200 

35,^00 

19^0 

200 

23,200 

23,hOO 

r;5l  1/ 

200 

33,000 

33,200 

1952  2/ 

200 

2)',  800 

25,000 

^  Preliminary,'’.  ^  Prelim’inar;'  forecast. 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Rel-tions,  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the 


basis  of  official  stafoistics  of  foroi.f'n  govern-ments, 
Foreirn  Service  officers,  results  of  office  research 


reports  of  U<,  S* 
and  other  information. 


UIiITED  STATES:  Impoi-ts  of  Brazil  nuts 
(Cro’o  year,  September-August) 


Average 

Annual 

Year 

19ai-I|2 

:  19146-147 

19ii9-50 

:  1950-51 

:  1951-52 

1950-51 

1950-51 

» 

• 

1/ 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short' tons 

Short  tons:  Short  tons 

SHELLED 

Brazil 

2,565 

3,169 

Ii,193 

2,U70 

1,592 

Other 

32 

11 

2 

32 

19 

Total 

2,597 

3,1M 

Ti7200 

2,502 

1,611 

. 

UI'ISBELLED 

Brazil 

7,193 

10,799 

10,877 

a,  579 

6,6714 

Other 

5 

3 

0 

Ih 

0 

Total 

771^ 

T07302 

10,877  ■ 

177^ 

1/  k  months,  September  through  Dece’niber. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


The  United  Stet>:.s  iraporters  hed  not  shonn  much  int..r...st  in  ncx:- 
crop  nuts  up  to  the  end  of  J''nuery  19^2©  This  u-s  p-rtinlly  due  to 
the  I- ok  of  nvnilnblc  stocks  in  Brnzil  ^'nd  pnrtinll;^.-  due  to  i)riccs 
which  United  Str'tcs  importers  ere  willing  to  pc.y.  It  is  reported 
offers  to  bry  on  the  p^rt  of  United  Stetes  importers  h-"vc  been  c.bout 
12  to  132  cents  per  pound  for  mediui'a  nid  ll'  to  l3  cents  for  l^nge  unshelled 
f.Oobe  Brezil-  hic  of'^^rs  for  sh.-lled  hn.vc  been  $0  to  9l  cents  semn 
b'^sis.  Exporters  eleJn  th^^sc  prices  ere  below  the  locel  prices  peid  to 
interior  collK^ctors  erid  tli'^.t  they  "uould  lose  money  on  such  bv-einosso  A 
few  smell  lots  for  ..prel 'ii'yf  shipment  to  the  United  Str.tes  r.t  c.bout  the 
c.bove  prices  heve  been  reported]  ho'.Tcver-  thv.  ezeporters  ere  not  nnxious 
to  do  e.n^"  volume  on  this  bc.sis.-.  lit  mid-F^oru'' ry  th^.  iiierkct  hc.d  not  yet 
cste.blishz-d.  c.  definite  price  1l.Vo1  for  ezzports  to  the  United  Steteso 
It  is  expected  thw’.t  c.ftcr  m.ore  \ir.tor  fills  the  stri^^ms  in  the  interior 
end  c.  l".rgor  volume  of  nuts  c.rrives  e.t  ^.zqzort  centers  the  m.n’kot  mny 
become  v^ry  "ctivcc — By  Tjcelter  Ro  Schreiber,  br.sod  in  p-^rt  upon  U,  S. 
Foreign  Service  reports^ 
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FN  February  ILLl.'lOIS 

II'IDIA  CASHEW  CROP  1952  FORECAST  SAIE  AS  lAST  lEAR 

The  1952  prcl.h-iiinary  forecast  of  the  India  cashew  crop  is  50,U00 
short  tonsj  unshelled  basis,  compared  with  1^5^000  tons  (revised)  in 
1951  and  56,000  tons  in  1950*  The  forecast  exceeds  the  10-year  (19U1-50) 
average  of  US, 200  tons  by  5  percent  and  the  5~year  (I9h6~50)  average  of 
ii9,600  tons  by  2  percent.  The  above  forecast  relates  to  nuts  grom  in 
India  only  and  not  the  shelled  output  which  contains  a  substantia.1  per¬ 
cent  of  imported  African  nuts.  The  forecast  by  districts  is  not  avail¬ 
able  at  this  time. 

The  1952  crop  is  expected  to  be  no  larger  than  that  of  1951  be¬ 
cause  unfavorable  weather  conditions  resulted  in  late  flowering.  There 
vrere  heavj*  rains  in  November  and  December  1951  which  may  have  had  a 
m.ore  beneficial  effect  than  at  first  thought  and  may  result  in  a 
larger  crop  than  is  now  generally  believed.  In  January  heav;;,^  dew 
and  hot  weather  were  experienced  on  the  west  coast  iTiich  may  also  tend 
to  improve  the  crop.  The  February/lTanch  weather  will  have  an  important 
effect  on  the  ultimate  harvest. 


The  East  African  crop,  according  to  Indian  sources,  is  expected  to 
be  a  bumper  one  and  is  forecast  at  about  77,000  short  tons  unshelled 
compared  with  56,000  tons  (revised)  imported  into  India  during  1951* 
According  to  the  best  infomation,  ship  space  for  about  29,200  short 
tons,  unshelled,  African  cashews  has  already  been  arranged  for  February 
lifting.  A  similar  tonnage  is  expected  to  be  lifted  during  March  and 
August/Septerfoer*  The  African  crop  if  it  turns  out  to  be  as  large  as 
some  sources  now  indicate  is  the  equivalent  of  19,250  short  kernels  or 
770,000  cases  of  50  pounds  each.  The  forecast  Indian  crop  is  the 
equivalent  of  12,600  short  tons  of  kernels  or  50U,000  cases  of  50  pounds 
each.  The  combined  1952  pack  therefore  is  now  forecast  at  31,850  short 
tons  of  kernels  or  1,27U,000  cases  of  50  pounds  each.  The  present 
forecast  on  a  case  basis  is  slightly  larger  than  that  of  a  year  ago. 

Stocks  of  kernels  rem.aining  from  the  1951  pack  on  Januar;^  1,  1952 
are  estimated  to  have  totalled  about  1,800  short  tons  or  about  72,000 
cases.  It  is  reported  thwt  of  the  remaining  stocks  very  few  wore  of 
exportable  quality  and  for  all  practical  purposes  one  could  consider  no 
stocks  remained. 


r" 
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INDIA;  Cashew  nuts,  Forecast  of  production,  1952 

vrith  comparisons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

Un she lied 

Bombay  District 

1/ 

South'  India 

Total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Shor^:,  tons 

Average ; 

♦ 

I9I1I-50 

10,500 

37,700- 

U8,200 

19U6-50 

11,000 

38,600 

U9,600 

Annual : 

19h$ 

12,600 

ii6,200 

58,800 

19U6 

16,800 

58,800 

75,600 

19U7 

10,100 

16,800 

26,900 

19U8 

11,800 

39,200 

51,000 

19U9 

5,300 

33,600 

38,900 

1950 

11,200 

[!lt,800 

56,000 

1951  3/ 

ll 

y 

It5,ooo 

1952  3/ 

y 

y 

« 

5^0,  Uoo 

1/  Includes  Goa, 
£/  Not  available# 
3/  Preliminary, 


OFAR,  USDA.'  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics 
of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  United  States  Foreign  Service 
officers,  results  of  office  research  and  other  information* 


During  the  calender  year  1951  exports  are  estimated  to  have 
totalled  about  26,300  short  tons  of  kernels  (about  1,052,000  cases)* 
According  to  Indian  statistics  17^637  short  tons  or  705^U80  cases  were 
exi^orted  to  the  United  States  during  the  first  11  months  of  1951*  The 
second  most  important  buyer  of  cashew  kernels  during  the  year  was  the 
United  Kingdom, 

'■  The  export  business  in  East  African  unshelled  cashews  for  the 
1952  season  started  in  August  1951  with  a  sale  of  Dar  es  Salaam  nuts  on 
the  basis  of  Rupee  675  per  long  ton,  about  ^pll;!  U*  S,  per  2>2i|0  pounds. 
The  Portuguese  government  then- announced  all- future  sales  wbuld  have 
to  be  against  United  States  dollars  and  the  business  came  to  a  stop. 

By  mid-October  1951  the  government  changed  its  position  and  permitted 
sales  against  sterling*  Business  was  resumed  on  about  the  following  basi 

Per  ton  of  2,214.0  pounds 
U*.  S«  Dollars  .• 


Mozambique 

$166 

Angoche 

167 

Lourenco 

-  167 

Ibo 

•  168 

Dar  es  Salaai'a  - 

lh6 

By  late  January  1952  the  first  cargo  of  -about  8,100  short  tons  of 
African  nuts  had:  arrived  on  the’  Malabar  Coast'*  The  first  cargo  was 
reported  of  food,  quality  and  better  than  that'  of  the  previous  season. 

A  fev4  of  the  shelling  plants  re-opened-  to  process  the  newly  arrived 
nuts  and  new- crop  nuts  are  now  available  for  export.  The  high  prices 
for  African  nuts  are  making  it  difficult  for  Indian  shellers  to  accept 
prices  offered  by  foreign  buyers*  There  aj.ipears  to  be  little  prospect 
of  a  decline  in  the  prices  of  shelled  nuts  in-  the  immediate  future  as 
over  half  of  the • exportable  surplus  in  Africa  is  reported  to  have  been 
sold  at  the  above  prices.  The  Shellers  in  India  are  not  happy  about 
the  present  state  of  the  industry"*  High  prices  and  a  strong '  seller ’s 
market  in  Africa: has  led  them  to  bclieye  they 'will  have  to  ask  higher 
prices  than  now  prevail  for  exports  of  shelled*  The  arrival  later  of 
the  Indian  crop  may  bring  prices -do vjnward*  It  is  reported  that  there 
has  been  some  indication  in  recent  weeks  that  the  United  States  im¬ 
porters  are  x-rilling  to  pay  slightly,"  more  and  some  shellers  are  hopeful 
o.f  a  sli'"ht  decline  in  African  prices  when  Indian  nuts  become  available* 
These  factors  could  result  in  a  good  volume  of  exports  to  the  United 
States,  It  is  believed  that  should  United  States  buyers  start  to  pur¬ 
chase  heavily  before  Indian  nuts  become  available  the  pattern  for  a 
high  price  season  will  be  sot.  It  is  reported  United  Kingdora  buyers 
have  contracted  for  about  125^0*30  cases  for  deliver;;.’'  to  June  30^  1952 
and  provided  prices  are  reasonable  will  take  another  175^^00  cases  be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  this  year,  —  B^'’  ''Jalter  R«  Schreiber,  ba,sed  in  part  upon 
U,S,  Foreign  Service  reports. 


.UNITED  STATES:  Imports  of  cashew  nuts 
(Crop  year^  September- August) 


SHELLED 


Year 

« 

Brazil 

India 

Others 

Total  , 

Averages; 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

19U1-50 

159  ■ 

13,5U6 

702 

114,1407 

19l;6-50 

Annual : 

155 

18,393 

1,222 

19,770 

191^6-147 

309 

15,323 

383 

16,015 

19U7-U8 

351 

111,  7149 

I485 

15,585 

19l;8-l49 

66 

18,303 

32I4 

18,693 

19li9-50 

hi 

20,606 

363 

21,010 

1950-51 

10 

22,9814* 

14,555 

27,51;9 

1951-52  1/ 

0 

7,253 

• 

50I4 

7,757 

1/  U  monthSj  September  through  December* 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census* 
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INDIA  CASHEW  CROP  1952  FORECAST  DOWN 


The  1952  preliminary  forecast  of  the  India  cashew  crop  is  revised 
dov/nward  to  143,700  short  tons  unshelled  basis  compared  with  50,1400 
tons  (revised)  for  1951  and  56,000  tons  in  1950#  The  present  forecast 
is  equal  to  the  10-year  (l9lil-50)  estimate  but  about  2  percent  below 
the  5-3^sar  (l9li6-50)  average  of  149,600  tons.  These  figures  include  Goa 
as  well  as  India,  but  not  East  African  imports. 

According  to  the  latest  available  information,  unfavorable  weather 
on  the  West  Coast  of  India  during  March  and  April  when  the  trees  were 
in  flower  caused  some  damage*  The  heav^f  rains  which  fell  during  this 
period  caused  the  loss  of  part  of  the  next  set* 

The  East  African  crop,  according  to  Indian  sources,  has  not  been 
as  large  as  origiiially  forecast.  At  present  the  best  available  estimates 
indicate  imports  into  India  duriijg  the  present  season  will  total  about 
58,200  short  tons  unshelled  basis  of  which  144,800  tons  had  already 
arrived  by  May  1,  1952  and  another’ 9,000  tons  is  reported  enroute  at 
present*  Indian  sources  believe  there  are  possibly  another  i4,l400  tons 
available  for  shipment  to  India  later  in  the  season*  It  is  also  re¬ 
ported  that  the  Portuguese  government  has  allotted  about  11,000  short 
tons  'for  processing  in  Africa.  This  has  not  been  confirmed  at  this 
time. 

The  Indian  crop  converted  to  a  50  pound  case  shelled  basis  would 
be  about  [482,000  cases  and  the  estimated  East  African  imports  would  be 
about  582,000  cases,  making  the  indicated  1952  pack  in  India,  1,0614,000 
cases.  This  indicated  pack  is  less  than  the  forecast  of  Februaiy  25,  1952 
which  is  very  close  to  actual  exports  from  India  (including  Goa)  in 
1951.  According  to  available  statistics  about  1,052,000  cases  were 
actually  exported  during  1951* 

The  1952  export  statistics  arc  at  present  available  only  for  the 
first  quarter  of  1952  for  South  India*  Bombay  statistics  are  not  avail¬ 
able©  According  to  these  statistics  3,8814  short  tons  or  about  l55,l|-00 
cases  of  50  pounds  each  x-Jcrc  exported  from  South  India.  The  United 
Kingdom  was  the  destination  for  about  69,300  cases  during  this  period 
followed  by  the  United  States  with  about  65,500  cases.  The  balance 
were  to  10  other  countries  in  rather  minor  lots©  These  figures  should 
not  be  taken  to  moan  they  represent  total  exports  for  the  period  as 
statistics  for  Bombay  and  Goa  arc  not  yet  available© 


INDIA:  CashGW  nuts,  forocast  of  production,  19^2 

with  comparisons 

(Roiindcd  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 


Average : 

19U1-50 

19ii6-50 

Annual: 

I9h$ 

19h6 

19h7 

19ii8 

19h9 

1950 

1951 

1952 


IJ 

U 


"y  Includes  Goa, 

y  Preliminary# 


Unshellcd 


Bombay  District 

IL 


South  India 


Short  tons 

10,500 

11,000 


Short  tons 

37,700 

38,600 


12,600 

:  i|6,200 

16,800 

• 

:  58,800 

10,100 

t 

i  16,800 

11,800 

• 

1  39,200 

5,300 

X 

*  33,600 

• 

11,200 

• 

:  i|ii,800 

• 

11,200 

• 

:  39,200 

% 

11,200 

• 

:  37,000 

:  Total 

t _ 

:  Short  tons 

• 

♦ 

• ' 

} 

t  ii8,200 

: 

:  i;9,600 

*  58,800 

• 

:  75,600 

t 

:  26,900 

: 

j  51,000 

: 

:  38,900 

:  56,000 

:  50,li00 

I  U8,200 


OF/Jl,  USDA*  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics 
of  foreign  governments,  results  of  office  research,  trade  and  other 
information# 


The  price  of  •unshelled  African  nuts  has  increased  steadily  from 
the  RS  800  in  January  to  RS'905  per  ton  of  2,2l;0  pounds  c*i«f«  India# 
(About  |168  to  $190o)  The  Indian  nuts  have  fluctuated  from  about 
RS  900  in  March  to  RS  870  in  May  ($189  down  to  $186#90)*  The  export 
prices  of  shelled  nuts  are  given  as  follows: 


C  &  F  New  York 

320  coun^  liarge  pieces 

U*S*  cents  U*S#  cents 


January  1  1 

50 

38 

January  15 

52 

38 

February  1 

5ii 

38 

February  15 

53 

38 

March  1 

h9 

38 

March  l5 

m 

36 

April  1 

h9 

38 

April  15 

52 

38 

Current  prices  are: 

52 

38 

The  prices  given  for  largo  pieces  are  in  most  cases  nominal  as  very 
little  business  was  done  with  the  United  States  in  pieces* 

The  prices, of  different  grades  of  kernels  for  June/July  shipments 
are  currently  Quoted  as  follows: 


C  &  F  New  York 
U*S*  cents 


210  count  wholes 

58 

2U0  »  » 

56 

320  *'  '» 

52 

ii50  "  » 

50 

Scorched  Wholes 

k9 

Butts 

hh 

Splits 

h2 

Pieces 

38 

Scorched  Pieces 

35 

One  recent  sale  to  New  York  was  reported  on  the  basis  of  53  cents  for 
320  count,  September/Novomber  shipment# 

Indian  shippers  fool  that  prices  on  cashews  for  shipment  to  the 
United  States  are  too  low  in  view  of  the  high  cost  of  raw  nuts#  They 
believe  that  the  low  prices  offered  are  duo  to  the  heavy  sales  made 
to  the  United  States  late  in  1951  for  future  shipments  and  the  ex¬ 
pectation  of  a  bumper  crop  in  both  ivfrica  and  India#  The  India 
shippers  also  had  expected  bumper  crops  and  had  as  a  consequence 
sold  at  prices  lower  than  warrantodo  It  is  reported  some  Indian 
shippers  have  fullfilled  their  contracts  at  a  loss  and  there  have  boon 
defaults  on  contracts#  Some  exporters  have  defaulted  and  made  allowances 
up  to  8  cents  per  po-und# 


«*  ij,  •« 

According  to  some  South  India  shippers  the  inquiries  from  the 
United  States  ji^vc  fallen  lately  while  that  from  the  United  Kingdom  is 
increasing*  All  shelling  plants  in  South  India  are  reported  xrorking 
full  time  pro ces§DJig.  both  African  and  Indian  nutso  Many  shippers  arc 
of  the  opinion  that  the  United  Kingdom  will  give  the  United  States  a 
considerable  amount  of  competition  this  seasono  According  to  London 
sources  it  is  possible  that  the  British  may  be  in  the  market  this 
season  for  U00j,000  cases  compared  xdth  earlier  estimates  of  300^000 
cases©  This  estimate  is  prcsuttiably  based  on  the  fact  that  close  to 
300,000  cases  have  already  been  sold  to  the  United  Kingdom  buyers  and 
that  interest  continue So  This  strong  interest  in  cashox^s  is  believed 
due  to  exchange  central  regulations  placed  on  other  tree  nuts©  The 
British  importers  of  nuts  have  been  turning  to  cashews*  There  is  re¬ 
ported  to  be  a  very  good  demand  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  these  nuts* 

If  is  reported  the  United  Kingdom  has  been  showing  considerable  interest 
in  large  white  pieces  sjnee  United  States  buyers  were  not  particularly 
interested  in  this  grade  a  short  time  ago*  British  sources  report 
that  this  particular  grade  has  not  been  up  to  normal  quality*  Standard 
butts  are  also  reported  off  quality  if  early  shipments  in  the  United 
Kingdom  can  be  used  as  a  base  for  judging©  • 

United  States  imports  for  consumption  statistics  from  September  1, 
1951  to  April  3O5  1952  show  12,856  short  tons  were  imported  from  all 
sources  compared  xjith  19>2U7  tons  for  the  same  period  a  year  earlier 
and  27,5U9  tons  for  the  entire  1950-51  season*  According  to  these 
1951-52  statistics  12,072  tons  were  from  Indiap  568  tons  from  Goa, 

U8  tons  from  Haiti  and  the  balance  from  various  other  srouces©  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  in  the  past  16  months  there  have  been  309 
tons  of  direct  imports  of  shelled  cashexrs  from  Mozambique©  The  frist 
direct  importation  of  shelled  cashexjs  in  the  postwar  period  occurred 
in  January  19U6  vihen  5  tons  are  reported  to  have  enterod*  During  the 
war  5  tons  were  entered  in  May  19ii5«  This  country  may  develop  into 
one  of  the  more  important  non-Indian  sources  of  cashevrs©  It  also 
gives  one  reason  for  placing  some  credence  into  a  report  of  11,000 
tons  being  held  back  for  possible  shelling  in  Portuguese  East  iJ'rica#— 
By  Walter  R»  Schreiber© 


UNITED  .STATES?  Imports  of  cashow  nuts 
(Crop  ycar^  September-August) 


SHE  LIED 


• 

Year  t 

: 

Brazil 

« 

« 

• 

o 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Goa  t 

: 

Haiti  i 

i 

: 

India  : 

: 

Short 

T“ 

Short 

Short  r 

Short  * 

tons 

• 

c 

tons 

tons  s 

tons  : 

Average  t 

« 

• 

: 

: 

• 

: 

19U1-50  1 

159 

• 

262 

hi  » 

j 

13,8U9  : 

t 

19U6-50 

155 

• 

i 

t 

U89 

UO  ; 

8 

19,000  : 

: 

Annual : 

t 

19U6-U7 

309 

3 

• 

• 

279 

51 

1?,323  ! 

19U7-U8 

3?! 

i 

! 

U19 

23 

lU,7li9  : 

19U8-U9 

i  66 

t 

• 

• 

278 

12 

18,172  : 

: 

19U9-^0 

: 

:  ho 

i 

• 

• 

513 

30 

20,U03 

19^0-^! 

:  10 

• 

t 

958 

81 

26,351 

1951-52  1/ 

!  0 

t 

• 

• 

• 

: 

: 

: 

568 

1  h8 

♦ 

• 

• 

• 

12,072 

Short 

tons 

16 

30 

8 

0 

0 

0 

liil 

168 


: 

j 

? 

: 

? 

<9 

: 

t 
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MEDITERRAl'IEAN  BASIN  AUIOND  TORECASP  THIRD  LARGEST  ON  RECORD 

The  19^2  preliminary  forecast  of  shelled  almond  production  in  the 
leading  foreign  producing  countries  is  89^300  short  tons  compared  with 
66^300  tons  (revised)  in  1991  98^700  tons  in  1990*  The  forecast 

exceeds  the  10-year  (l9l;l-90)  average  of  68,100  tons  by  31  percent  and 
the  9-year  (l9li6-90)  average  of  72,700  tons  by  23  percent#  The  present 
indications  are  for  the  third  largest  production  on  record,  exceeded 
only  by  the  98,700  tons  in  1990  and  89,700  tons  in  19U9« 

The  large  Italian  crop  is  prinarily  responsible  for  this  year*s 
large  forecast#  The  Spanish,  Portuguese  and  French  crops  show  in¬ 
creases  over  last  year  while  French  Morocco  and  Iran  are  off  slightly# 
The  Spanish  crop  is  estimated  at  27,000  at  this  time  but  probably  will 
be  revised  by  September#  Growing  conditions  in  Spain  have  been  spotty, 
making  impossible  a  close  forecast  at  this  time#  The  United  States 
official  almond  estimate  will  not  be  available  until  July  I5  hovrever, 
on  June  1  the  condition  figure  was  97  percent  compared  with  68  percent 
last  year”  at  the  same  date#  This  indicates  that  a  somex/hat  smaller 
harvest  is  expected  than  I|.2,700  tons  of  199l« 

Growing  conditions  in  the  foreign  countries  generally  were  good 
although  nearly  all  of  them  reported  some  frost  damage  at 'pollination# 
In  Italy,  the  largest  producer,  some  damage  is  reported  on  the  Island 
of  Sicily  and  a  bit  in  parts  of  Apulia;  however,  the  harvest  will  still 
be  nearly  twice  that  of  the  previous  year#  In  Spain  some  areas  report 
ver^r  fine  crops  VTith  little  or  no  daiiiage,  others  report  minor  damage, 
etc#  The  ideas  of  the  size  of  the  Spanish  crop  seem  to  run  all  the  x-ray 
from  below  average  to  somewhat  over  last  year  with  the  more  reliable 
information  pointing  to  one  not  much  larger  than  last  year#  The  1992 
Mediterranean  Basin  harvest  x«rill  follox-r  the  small  one  of  1991  s^d  could 
be  expected  to  be  larger#  In  the  United  States  early  in  the  season  it 
was  thought  a  crop  as  large  as  last  year  at  least  x*jas  to  be  expected; 
however,  this  did  not  turn  out  to  be  the  case  x*rhen  the  first  reports 
were  prepared# 


The  remaining  stocks  of  1991  harvest  almonds  in  the  Mediterranean 
Basin  were  estimated  on  June  1,  to  total  about  12,100  short  tons  com¬ 
pared  with  19,U00  tons  on  the  same  date  last  year#  The  present  stock 
figure  repi’esents  about  I8  percent  of  the  1991  harvest  compared  with 
16  percent  on  the  same  date  last  year#  This  season  Spain  is  estimated 
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Official  quantitative  estimate  for  C.a).  ifornia  not  yet  available#  Condition 
figure  on  June  1  was  57  percent  compared  vjith  68  percent  on  June  1^  1951  which 
indicates  a  smaller  crop  for  1952o  First  official  tonnage  cstLmatc  is  due  on 
July  1# 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations#  Prepared  or  est mated  on  the  basis  of 
official  statistics  of  foreign  govorraients,  results  of  office  rcsoarch,  trade  and 
othpr  information# 


to  have  8^000  tons  or  nearly  two— thirds  of  the  total  compared  with  5jiU00 
tons  last  year  at  this  time#  The  estimate  of  Spanish  stocks  at  this 
time  is  also  one  in  which  one  hears  both  higher  and  lower  figures  and 
for  the  same  reasons#  Italy  has  an  estimated  tons  or  5  percent 

of  the  1951  harvest  compared,  with  7^000  tons  a  year  earlier#  Portugal 
has  $00  tons  of  the  remaining  foreign  stocks#  France  and  Iran  are  for 
,•^1 1  practical  purposes  sold  out  and  it  is  reported  loss  than  100  tons 
remain  in  French  Morocco ^ 

The  1951-^2  export  season  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin  now  rapidly 
approaching  a  close  is  estimated  to  have  moved  about  ^^^200  short  tons 
of  shelled  almonds  into  intema,tional  trade  so  far  this  season#  The 
total  estimated  available  supply  at  the  start  of  the  season  was  81^700 
short  tons  (66^300  harvest^  l^^UOO  tons  carry-over)#  The  estimated 
international  trade  represents  83  percent  of  the  1951  harvest  and  68 
percent  of  the  total  supply  available  at  the  start  of  the  season#  „Qh 
the  basis  of  available  infoimiationj  Ita.ly  was  again  the  principal  ex¬ 
porter  with  about  17^000  tons  or  31  percent  of  the  total  followed  by 
Spainj  Iranj  Portugal  and  French  Morocco  in  that  order#  In  Spain 
official  records  indicate  10^213  short  tons  were  exported  during  the 
first  6  months  of'  the  season  >rith  export  licenses  for  another  6,600  tons 
issued#  If  the  6,600  tons  are  actually  exported  Spain  will  run  Italy 
a  close  second# 

Although  exporters  in  some  countries  complained  through  most  of 
the  season  about  the  poor  market  the  statistics  seem  to  indicate  that 
the  year  was  not  as  bad  as  might  be  supposed#  It  was  not  a  phenomenal 
year  like  1950-51  when  an  all-time  high  was  exported#  The  season  was 
characterized  by  high  prices  during  the  first  6  months  and  a  slox^ng 
up  of  buying  by  the  United  Kingdom,  the  United  States  and  somte' 01  the 
other  principal  markets#  As  the  season  draws  to  a  close  all  countries 
having  stocks  except  Spajji  believe  they  will  be  about  sold  out  of  old- 
crop  before  new-crop  nuts  go  to  marketo  The  Spanish  situation  is  dif¬ 
ficult,  because  of  the  inflexibility  of  export  prices  ^d  other  factors# 
It  .  appears  now  that  Spain,  while  being  able  to  move  some  nuts  before 
new-crop,  will  still  enter  the  new  year  with  a  good-size  carry-over# 

The  early  indications  for  the  1952-53  season  arc  for  a  hard  fight 
among  the  Mediterranean  producers  for  whatever  markets  exist#  The 
British  are  not  expected  to  purchase  nearly  the  tonnage  normally  sold 
to  that  country  due  to  the  present,  austerity  program#  France  ^d 
Germany  are  shoviing  sighs  of  reducing  purchases  although  if  prices  be¬ 
come  attractive  enough  may  come  into  the  market  for  something  near 
normal  quantities#  Other  markets  mostly  minor  ones  may  be’more  or  less 
normal#  The  United  States  is  not  c^cpccted  to  take  the  large  tonnage 
of  the  1950-51  season  although  it  could  exceed  the  I’clatively  small 
tonnage  imported  in  1951-52#  The  United  States  import  quota  for  the 
1951-52  season  was  hot  reached©'  The  possibility  of  another  import  quota 
in  this  country  during  1952—53  must  be  considered  as  well  as  the  ample 
stocks  of  both  old  and  new-crop  nuts  which  will  be  available  this  fall 
to  meet  domestic  requirements# 


•  it  •  ^ 

The  Italian  exporters  ever  alert  to  the  state  of  markets  abroad 
and  mindful  of  the  large  Mediterranean  supply  for  the  coming  year  are 
already  quoting  Septcmber-October  shipments  at  se.ostantially  lower 
figures  than  for  prompt  shipment  old-crop*  This  same  thing  was  done  in 
l^S'O-^l  Tfith  disastrous  results  to  some  exporters*  On  the  basis  of  one 
quotation  a  certain  grade  of  shelled  could  be  landed  In  New  York  at 

cents  not  including  importer* s  profit  and  the  10  cents  per  pound  fee* 

It  must  be  remembered  that  Spanish  export  prices  have  not  yet  been  announced 
for  the  new  export  year*  It  is  possible  that  the  Spanish  will  come  out 
with  competitive  quotations*  Altogether  the  coming  season  at  this  date 
appears  to  be  one  in  vjhich  selling  pressure  will  be  strong  and  real  mer¬ 
chandising  on  the  part  of  sellers  viiU  have  to  be  shovm# 

France t  The  19.^2  preliminary  forecast  of  shelled  almond  production  in 
France  is  800  short  tons,  coirpared  xd.th  600  tons  in  19^1  and 
ly600  tons  in  1950*  The  forecast  is  about  equal  to  both  the  10  and  5 
year  averages*  Growing  conditions  have  been  generally  favorable  although 
lat6  frosts  in  April  caused  some  damage*  The  damage  was  mostly  in  the 
Durance  Valley. 

.  There  are  practically  no  domestically  produced  almonds  on  hand* 

It  is  estimated  about  700  short  tons  of  iirported  are  available  in 
Marseille* 

Official  import  statistics  for  the  19^1-^2  season  to  date  are  not 
yet  available;  however,  on  the  basis  of  those  that  are  and  trade  esti¬ 
mates  for  missing  months,  it  appears  about  8,200  short  tons  wore  im¬ 
ported*  The  bulk  of  these  imports  originated  in  Italy*  E3q)orts  of 
French  grown  almonds  this  season  to  date  are  estimated  to  have  totaled 
about  500  short  tons* 

The  French  government  banned  the  importation  of  almonds  from  all 
CEEC  countries  in  January  because  of  the  unfavorable  balance  of  trade* 

This  virtually  put  a  complete  stop  to  imports  from  Italy  and  Portugal* 

Spain  is  not  in  the  CEEC  group  and  imports  were  made  at  a  rate  of 
about  375  short  tons  a  month  since  January*  It  is  now  possible  to 
secure  import  licenses  for  OEEC  countries  valid  for  3  months;  however, 
they  are  not  being  applied  for  since  new-crop  nuts  will  not  be  avail¬ 
able  for  shipment  by  the  expiration  date  even  though  Italian  prices  are 
very  attractive  on  new-crop  nuts*  At  the  moment  the  market  is  at  a 
stand  still  with  dealers  stating  they  haven*t  seen  such  inactivity  in 
30  years* 

French  Morocco!  The  1952  preliminary  forecast  of -shelled  almond  pro¬ 
duction  in  French  Morocco  is  2,800  short  tons,  com¬ 
pared  with  3,500  tons  in  1951  and  3,900  tons  in  1950*  The  forecast 
exceeds  the  10-year  (19U1-50)  average  of  2,300  tons  by  22  percent  but 
is  equal  to  the  5-year  (19U6-50)  average*  The  forecast  is  for  the 
smallest  production  since  19h7  when  only  1,200  tons  were  produced* 

The  decrease  in  the  forecast  of  production  is  reported  due  to 
adverse  weather  in  the  foothill  areas  during  blossoming*  The  cold 


weather  was  also  accompained  by  stomis©  In  some  areas  like  I'ez  the 
damage  is  estimated  as  high  as  2^  percent*  A  few  areas  where  the 
■weather  was  not  so  severe  report  the  crop  x-xill  be  a  lit'tlc  better  than 
the  previous  year© 

On  June  1,  it  was  cstijnated  that  remaining  stocks  from  the  19^1 
harvest  did  not  exceed  100  tonsj  mostly  in  the  hands  of  the  'tradce  A 
year  earlier  on  the  same  date  no  stocks  remained  unsold* 

Exports  during  the  19^1“ ^2  soason^  September-  1^  1951  "to  March  31^  1952  > 
totaled  2,731  short  tons  compared  X'dth  3^793  tons  a  year  earlier  on 
the  same  date©  The  principal  destinations  for  this  yearns  exports 
were  Germany  xdth  1,9U3  short  tons  follo-wcd  by  France  and  French 
possessions  with  636  tons*  The  balance  were  exported  to  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Brazil©  The  market  recently  has  been  dull  due  to  the  lack 
of  demand  from  abroad© 

The  most  recent  prices  were  Coaofcj  Hamburg  $85  per  220  pounds 
and  f«Oob©  French  Moroccan  port  $80  for  export  to  the  United  States© 

These  prices  were  not  attractive  to  German  and  United  States  buyers© 

French  buyers  were  also  not  interested  in  buying  at  this  time© 

According  to  best  available  information  at  this  time,  foreign  ouyers 
are  not  making  serious  inquiries  for  nox-r-crop,  fall  delivery  at  this 
time.  The  Trade  hopes  that  it  x-iill  be  able  to  do  some  business  x-dth 
Germany  x-jhen  the  1952'*53  season  opens  but  at  present  are  not  unduly 
optimistic© 

Irans  The  1952  preliminary  forecast  of  shelled  almond  production  in 
"  Iran  is  6,900  short  tons  compared  vdth  7^700  tons  in  1951  end 
7,100  tons  in  1950©  The  forecast  exceeds-  the  10-ycar  (l9hl--’50) 
average  o*f  6,h00  tons  by  8  percent  but  is  about  3  percent  below  the 
5-year  (19U6-50)  average  of  7,100  tons.  It  is  the  smallest  since  19U79 

The  smaller  production  forecast  for  this  year  is  due  to  severe 
frosts  in  the  northern  part  of  the  countr^^  during  April  xrhich  followed 
a  period  of  unusually  x-jarm  x-joatherr©  Hainfall  has  been  reported  ample 
in  the  almond  regions* 

The  stock  situation  on  June  1,  1952  is  that  irhile  there  are  no 
exportable  almonds  available,  some  estimated  500  tons  are  in  the  hands 
of  retailers  and  domestic  handlers*  A  year  ago  about  2,200  tons  were 
still  available  for  export© 

The  1951-52  export  season  has  been  a  very  successful  one, 
tonnage-xJise*  According  to  available  ■  statistics,  during  the  first  8 
months  of  the  season  short  tons  or  76  percent  of  the  1951 

harvest  were  exported©  In  addition  there  have  been  additional  ex¬ 
ports  during  the  other  2  months©  Last  year  only  3>867  tons  x-jcrc  ex¬ 
ported  dxiring  the  entire  season©  The  large  increase  in  exports  is 
duo  primarily  to  India  taking  tx^rico  as  muiny  almonds  during  the  season 
to  date  than  for  the  entire  previous  season*  The  Sox/iet  Union  and 
Pakistan  also  x^ere  hca'vy  purchasers*  Germany  x-ias  the  fourth  most  im¬ 
portant  buyer©  The  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States  vrere  not 


f  -  6  -  ^ 

interested  in  Iranian  almonds  this  season*  The  balance  of  the  expoi*ts 
wore  nearly  all  to  other .Near  East  countries# 

The  Trade  is  ver;y"  optimistic  X’jith  regard  to  exports  in  the  coming 
season*  The  sarao  customers  arc  expected  to  buy  most  of  the  expected 
exportable  surplus^  however,  loxTOr  prices  in  Italy  may  divert  some 
of  the  business  to  that  country* 

Italyt  The  19^2  preliminary  forecast  of  shelled  almond  production  in 
Italy  is  1^7^800  short  tons  compared  with  25^300  tons  in  19^1 
and  55,CX)0  tons  in  19^0*  The  forecast  exceeds  the  10-ycar  (l9Ul-50) 
average  of  31>800  tons  by  $0  percent  and  the  3-yGar  (l9li6-90)  average 
of  3$fh00  tons  by  3^  percent*  Production  in  the  Bari  district  is 
forecast  at  33^000  short  tons  corpared  with  13,200  tons  in  19^1»  The 
forecast  for  Sicily  is  lh,800  short  tons  corpared  with  12,100  tons  in 
1951. 

Growing  conditions  generally  throughout  Italy  have  been  favorable 
for  the  production  of  a  large  crop*  In  the  Bari  district  the  cold 
weather  of  Dcccmber/January/February  delayed  blossoming  and  thus 
avoided  possible  frost  damage*  Ample  moisture  is  reported  and  in  view 
of  the  very  small  crop  of  last  year  a  large  one  was  due  in  1952.  The 
Sicilian  growing  conditions  were  likewise  favorable  although  some 
slight  frost  damage  is  reported  for  a  fevx  of  the  coastal  regions#  As 
near  as  can  be  determined  now  there  was  little  damage# 

One  June  1,  1952  it  was  estimated  that  3,500  short  tons  remained 
from  the  1951  harvest  in  al.1  of  Italy  compared  with  7,000  tons  a. year 
earlier#  The  Bari  district  is  reported  to  still  have  about  1,700 
short  tons  compared  xxith  5,000  tons  in  Juno  1951  and  Sicily  is  reported 
to  have  1,800  tons  compared  with  2,000  tons  a  year  earlier#  The  present 
stocks  represent  about  lU  percent  of. the  1951  crop#  The  stocks  are 
reported  to  bo  about  evenly  distributed  between  growers  and  exporters# 

The  1951-52  export  season,  although  not  considered  a  good  one  by 
some  members  of  the  trade  in  Italy,  nevertheless  seems  to  have  been 
fairly  successful  considering  that  16,811  short  tons,  about  66  percent, 
of  the  1951  crop  were  exported  during  the  first  8  months  of  the  season# 
During  the  same  period  about  2,066  short  tons  of  unsholled  wore  exported* 
The  season  was  characterized  by  a  small  supply  and  high  prices#  iilso 
during  the  season  the  United  Kingdom,  France  and  Western  Gonnany,  for 
one  reason  or  another,  slowed  up  purchases#  Exports  to  the  United 
States  this  season  were  considerably  below  those  of  the  previous  season* 
Official  United  States  import  for  consumption  statistics  for  the  period 
September  1,  1951  to  April  30,  1952  show  1^60  short  tons  of  shelled 
almonds  wore  imported  from  Italy  corpared  with  U,376  tons  for  the  same 
period  a  year  earlier* 

According  to  the  Istituto  Commercio  Estero  Statistics  for  the 
period  under  review  Western  Germany  was  the  principal  destination  for 
exports  with  5,008  short  tons,  France  second  with  3,719  tons  and  the 
Soviet  Union  with  1,796  tons*  .Other  important  buyers  were  Sweden  x^ith 
97U  tons,  the  Netherlands  653  tons  and  the  United  Kingdom  with  662  tons* 


The  business  iri-bh  "bhe  Uniiod  Kingdom  "blriis  soo-son  has  been  disappoint. ing 
compcTod  to  that  of  the  previous  season  when  1,2^6  tons  were  exported 
to  that  country?"  in  the  first  month  of  the  season  'ind  tons  for 

the  1950-51  export  scasono.  The  exports  to  the  Soviet  Union,  rather 
unusual  and  perhaps  motivated  by  political  considerations  on  the  part 
of  that  country,  were  made  as  folloxTsJ  921  tons  in  December,  94  tons 
in  January  and  781  tons  in, April©  It  is  reported  some  exporters  re¬ 
fused  to  take  part  in  these  sales  and  that  the  entire  quantity  was 
handled  by  only  a  few  exporterso 

Price-wise  this  season  had  high  prices  until  after  the  blossoming 
period  in  March#  When  it  became  apparent  to  growers  that  a  large  crop 
for  1952  was. in  the  making  they  began  to  show  more  willingenoss  to  sell 
their  almondso  This  in  turn  made  it  possible  for  exporters  to  make 
lower  quotations  abroad#  At  the  start  of  the  1951-52  season  f.Oeb© 
Italy  prices  depending  on  gra,dc  end  quality  were  between  s^3o20  and 
|91«.00  per  220  pounds  with  exporters  wondering  if  they  would  hold© 

By  January  prices  in  Bari  were  from  $100  to  $103o50  but  by  Juno  1,  1952 
they  had  dropped  to  the  follox-dng} 


$87o75 
$89© 25 
$90.25 
$95oOO 


Prima  Bari 
Prima  Bari  Cleaned 
Prima  Bari  Selected 
Bar-tj/pe 


It  is  reported  that  at  one  time  during  April  when  the  first  ideas  of 
the  size  of  the  new-crop  were  becoming  know  Prima  Bari  were  offered^ at 
$75  but  later  strengthened  as  available  stocks  doclinedo  The  Sicilian 
prices  were  at  times  a  little  under  Bari  but  generally  follovrcd  the 
trend#  ‘  . 

The  prospects  for  the  1952-53  season  exports  are  perplexing  most 
exporters  duo  to  a  number  of  as  3''ct  uncertain  factors#  The  coming 
large  supply  of  almonds  in  Italy  and  the  Mediterranean  Basin  as  a^ 
whole,  the  probable  reduced  purchases  by  the  United  Kingdom,  slovjing 
down  of  both  French  and  Western  German,  purchases  and  the  United  States 
import  quota  matter  all  have  tended  to  confuse  the  exporters#  There  is 
also  the  still  to  be  announced  Spanish  export  regulations  for  the  new 
crop#  Will  Spain  again  control  export  prices  or  permit  normal  free 
trade?  This  factor  could  have  a  serious  effect  on  Italian  exports 
depending  on  the  outcome.  Will  France,  the  United  Kingdom  and  Germany 
lift  or  modify  their  "austerity"  programs?  Will  Australia  and  Egypt 
increase  their  importation  of  tree-nuts  in  the  coming  season?  Will 
the  foreign  exchange  and  political  situations  irrproVe? 

All  of  the  above  questions  remain  unansvjcrcd  at  this  time; 
however,  as  the  season  advances  at  least  partial  answers  should  be 
ayqilablce  On  the  brighter  side  is  the  gradualjncrcase  of  domestic 
consumption  of  almonds  in  Italy  although  it  is  still  only  a  sraall  part 
of  the  production#  As  matters  stand  early  in  June  1952  some  future 
sales  for  September/October  shipment  have  been  made  at  levels  somewhat 
lower  than  for  old  crop  prompt  shipments© 
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The  most  recent  quotations  for  ncw-crop  in  Bari  per  220  pounds 
f*o«b«  Soptembor/Octobcr  shipment  were  about  as  folloiiis: 


Prima  Bari 

Prima  Bari  Cleaned  $76*2^ 
Prima  Bari  Selected  ^77*2^ 
Bar- type  $82 ©00 


In  Sicily  September/October  new-crop  shipments  arc  freely  offered 
around  $8l»50  f*Oob«  with  an  occasional  offer  slightly  under  this 
figure#  There  is  a  certain  hesitancy  of  some  of  the  old  line  exporters 
in  both  districts  to  accept  any  sizable  orders  as  they  rccaLl  in  some 
cases  their  unfortunate  ciqDericncc  of  the  19^0-51  season#  It  will  be 
recalled  19^0  was  a  year  of  large  production  and  very  lovr  prices  for 
future  shipment  and  a  sudden  increase  in  asking  prices  by  growers  xrtiich 
left  many  exporters  facing  heav^''  losses  in  the  fulfillment  of  future 
delivery  contracts.  As  near  as  can  bo  learned  now  advance  e^es  to 
date  have  been  on  the  limited  side  and  probably  vrill  continue  so  until 
a  few  of  the  previously  mentioned  uncertainties  give  some  indication 
of  the  direction  they  vrill  take©  Foreign  buyers  avrarc  of  the  large 
crop  are  in  no  hurry  to  buy  even  a.t  the  lower  prices  quoted  on  new«-crop, 
preferring  instead  to  sec  what  vrill  happen  later#  At  this  time  it  would 
appear  the  export  season  vrill  get  off  to  a  slow  start  unless  something 
unforeseen  takes  place  in  the  next  3  monthsc 

Portugal t  The  19^2  preliminaiy  forecast  of  shelled  almond  production 
in  Portugal  is  it,000  short  tons  compared  vrith  3,100  tons 
(revised)  in  19^1  and  5,300  tons  in  1950#  The  forecast  exceeds  the 
10-year  (l9Ul-50)  average  of  2,500  tons  by  60  percent  and  the  5-year 
(19U6-5o)  average  of  3,ll00  tons  by  18  percent#  This  yearns  crop  in  the 
Algarve  district  in  southern  Portugal  is  expected  to  bo  3,300  short 
tons  compared  vrith  2,500  tons  last  year#  The  northern  district,  Douro, 
is  expected  to  produce  about  700  tons  compared  vrith  600  tons  last  year# 

This  season  grovrers  were  very  optirvistic  about  the  crop  at  the 
start  of  blossoming  vrith  some  thinking  in  terms  of  a  record  crop©  This 
optimism  was  shattered  by  h>:.avy  rain  and  vrinds  during  the  latter  part 
of  this  period#  In  April  strong  vrinds  did  considerable  damage  to  the 
set  and  the  ideas  of  a  record  crop  were  abandoned#  In  contrast  to  this 
the  1951  crop  was  believed  to  have  been  only  about  half  the  size  ,of  the 
previous  year  but  xrhen  the  final  outturn  check  was  made  recently  it  vja.s 
found  to  have  been  considerably  above  estimates#  '  The  size  of  the  1952 
nuts  is  reported  to  bo  running  a  little  larger  than  usual  at  this  time 
of  year# 

On  .Juno  1,  1952  it  vras  estimated  stocks  remaining  from  the  1951 
harvest  totaled  500  short  tons  compared  vdth  about  600  tons  a  year  ago 
at  the  same  time#  It  is  reported  that  practically  the  entirq  carry¬ 
over  is  in  the  hands  of  packers©  The  ejjportors  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  present  stocks  vrill  be  sold  abroad  before  new-crop  nuts  arrive  this 
fall© 
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The  19^1“^2  export  scr.son  to  date  has  been  reasonably  successful, 
rlthoufh  the  tonnage  exported  was  below  that  of  a  year  ago  for  the 
period ’September  1  to  April  30,  The  19^1  crop  was  much  smaller  than 
that  of  19^0  which  accounts  for  part  of  the  difference#  According  to 
available  statistics,  exports  fob  the  period  under  review  totaled 
2,8510  short  tons  compared  with  3,957  tons  for  the  same  period  in 
1950-51  and  2,683  tons  in  19U9-50®  Exports  this  season  from  October 
through  February  averaged  about  li30  short  tons  per  month#  The  export 
of  unshellcd  almonds  for  this  period  was  6I6  short  tons  compared  with 
697  tons  for  the  sajne  period  in  1950-51© 

The  principal  buyer  of  Portuguese  almonds  this  season  was  the 
United  Kingdom  with  9U8  shorb  tons  followed  by  Belgium  with  650  tons, 
France  tons  and  Ireland  239  tons.  There  were  exports  to  some 
20  oountries  during  the  period#  The  United  States  according  to  these 
statistics,  purchased  slightly  less  than  I4.  tons#  (Scptember/iipril)# 

The  most  recent  prices  arc  92  to  97  cents  per  2#2  pounds  c#f# 
European  ports  and  99  cents  Cof#  United  Sta.tcs  ports#  These  prices 
are  still  above  opening  prices  last  fall  but  down  from  the  season* s 
higlv  in  Janua.ry  when  prices  c#f#  United  States  ports  were  $1#05  per 
2 #2  pounds# 

Spain!  The  1952  prcliri:ina]:y  forecast  of  shelled  atoond  production  in^ 
Spain  is  27,000  short  tons  compared  trtth  26,100  tons  (revised) 
in  1951  and  25,800  tons  in  1950#  The  forecast  exceeds  the  iO-ycan 
(l9lil-50)  average  of  2U',300  tons  by  11  percent  and  the  5-yoar 
(19U6-50)  average  of  23,000  tons  by  17  percent# 

Growing  conditions  ca.rly  in  the  season  in  most  parts  of  Spain 
were  good  and  a  much  better  crop  was  forecast#  On  April  3,U  nnd  5 
low  temperatures  in  Murcia,  Tarragona  and  Icrida  arc  reported  to  have 
caused  some  daunage#  This  applies  primarily  to  the  loxf-lying  districts 
in  these  areas#  -The  trees  on  the  higher  elevations  are  reported  to 
have  csca.pcd  most  of  the  damage#  It  is  reported  Mala.ga  and  Mallorca 
.  have  good  crops  xrhilc  elsewhere  the  crop  is  inclined  to  be  spotty# 

There  was  also  some  cold  weather  in  February  which  might  have  caused 
some  da^gc#  It  is  reported  ample  rains  fell  in  most  areas  and  that 
the  kernels  xd.ll  be  of  good  quality  and  size#  At  the  moment  in  view 
of  a  special  situation  in  Spain  it  is  difficult  to  more  accurately 
forecast  the  crop#  Sources  from  xjithout  Spain  report  a  somevrhat  lower 
crop  is  expected  x/hilc  infoimation  from  Spanish  sources  is  somewhat 
confused  at  this  time  but  tends  to  indicate  a  slightly  larger  crop  than 
last  year  is  in  the  making  even  xrtth  the  reported  frost  damage.  It  is 
probable  that  Whon  more  accurate  information  becomes  available  the 
present  forecast  xrTill  be  revised# 

The  situation  x-jith  regard  to  stocks  remaining  on  June  1  from  the 
1951  harvest  is  like'wise  something  of  a  riddle  tliis  year  and  for  the 
sane  rea^son  as  the  production  forecast#  On  the  ba^sis  of  the  best 
available  information  at  this  time,  it  appears  some  8,000  short  tons 
remain  in  all  of  Spain  compared  xiith  about  5,h00  tons  a  year  earlier# 
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Ono  also  hears  that  stocks  aro  both  higher  ojid  lower  than  this  figure, 
probably  depending  on  the  personas  position  in  the  market*  The  pre¬ 
vailing  lower  stock  figures  are  not  siibstcntiatcd  by  known  imports  in 
the  principal  countries  purchasing  Spanish  aljaonds  and  the  estiraated 
domestic  consumption  in  Spain*  It  is  believed  that  of  the  present  . 
stocks  about  60  percent  arc  in  the  Hands  of  exporters  and  the  balance 
in  the  hands  of  growers*  All  almond-producing  areas  have  carry-over 
stocks  with  the  Isu’gest  tonnages  being  in  Reus  and  Malaga# 

The  19H1-52  export  season  during  the  first  6  m.onths  of  the  season, 
according  to  official  statistics,  resulted  in  exports  totaling  about 
10,213  short  tons  (includes  some  unshclled)  compared  with  12,638 
tons  for  the  same  period  a  year  earlier#  The  United  Kingdom  x^as  again 
the  principal  destination  vrith  lj,28l  short  tons  followed  by  Germany 
x^rith  1,133  tons,  France  1,120  tons  and' Sxidtzerland  x-iith  92?  tons# 

These  sta.tistics  also 'show  572  tons  were  exported  to  the  United  States 
and  175  tons  to  Canada*  In  addi.tion  to  actual  exports  shoxm  above 
official  sources' indicate  export  licenses  have  since  been  issued 
totaling  some  6,600  fehort  tons#  If  t  lie  sc  were  actually  used  the 
saason^s  total  exports  to  May  1,  1952  were  about  16,813  tons  or  58 
percent  of  the  estimated  total  supply ’at  the  start  of  the  reason# 

The  1951  crop  is  now  estiraated  at  26,100  tons  and  ca.rry-ovcr  at  the 
start  of  the  1951^52  season  at  3^000  making  a  total  apparent  avail¬ 
able  supply  of  29,100  tons*  The  flow  of  Spanish  aliaonds  during  the 
first  H  months  of  1952  into  international  trade  is  reported  to  have 
been  good#  The  United  Kingdom,  France',  Denmark  and  SxrJitzcrland  were 
the  principal  destinations  during  this  periodo  Export  licenses  issued 
indicate  another  216  tons  xjcrc  presumably  sold  to  United  States  buyers 
and  377  tons  to  Canada# 

During  the  entire  1950-51  season,  according  to  these  official 
statistics,  8,991  tons  xrerc  cj^^orted  to  the  United  Kingdom,  1,U88  tons 
to  Germany,  l,i|00  tons  to  the  Netherlands,  and  1,030  tons  to  Denmark* 
The  United  States  was  shovn  as  the  destination  for  1,672  tons  during 
1950-51*  The  1950-51  season  total  acc6rding  to  official  statistics 
xras  20,800  short  tons  compared  x-jith  15,727  tons  in  the  19U9-50  season# 

¥ 

The  export  movement  from  Spain  began  to  slox-/  doxr/n  appreciably 
around  the  end  of  April  duo  priraa.rily  to  the  exhaustion  of  the  iraport 
quotas  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  Germany#  There  was  mother  factor 
which  also  contributed  to  the  sloX'iing  doxm  of  export  sales  X7hich 
started  at  about  the  srone  tirac#  The  Italian  crop  prospects  are 
excellent  and  the  price  of  Italian  almonds  began  to  decline*  Foreign 
buyers  found  Italian  prices  attractive  and  sx-ritched  some  of  their  rc- 
pia-ining  1951-52  requirements  to  that  coxmtry*  Foreign  buyers  also 
found  that  Italian  exporters  wore  willing  to  sell  neX'r-crop,  September/ 
October  shipment,  at  even  loxrcr  prices  xjhich  xrould  not  make  old-crop 
Spanish  at  higher  prices  an  attractive  deal#  United  States  domestic 
supplies  are  still  ample  to  m.oro  than  take  care  of  any  noiraal  needs 
between  nox-j  ajid  now-crop  which  fact  would  discourage  imports  of 
Spanish  and  other  foreign  almonds  into  that  country#  The  system  of 


controlling  o:q3ort  prices  by  the  Spenish  govcrniiiont  is  not  as  flexible 
as  that  of  the  other  almond  exporting  countries  where  free  trade  is 
allowed  end  prevents  Spanish  exporters  from  moving  'vri.th  the  market  as 
freely# 

The  .'Outlook  for  the  balance  nf  the  19$.l-^2  season  and  the  coming 
;1952-53  season  at  the  moment  has  ^Spanish  e:cporters  worried#  The  large 
carry-over  at  present,:  lange  new-^crop  in  the  making  in  Italy,  exhaustion 
of  import  quotas  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  -Germany  and  possible  re- 
•strictive  action  on  tree-nut  iiTpo;rts  in  the  United  Stales# 

The  United  Kingdom  is  expected  to  issue  new  import  quotas  in  July^ 
however,  English  ianpor.ters  indicate  the  ciuatas  will  mean  less  imports 
■than  was  the  case  before  the  impart  quota  system  was  put  back  into 
pffect#  The  date  of  the  issuances  of  now  Gorman  quotas  is  uncertain# 

The  principal  buyers  of  Spanish  almonds  this  season  are  reported  to 
have  ample  qtocks  from  the  1951-^2  imports  to  carrj'’  them  into  the  early 
months  of  the  1952-^3  ;Soason#  The  Italians  are  already  making  a  vigorous 
•effort  to  capture  all  possible  ma-rkets  for  -1952  crop  almonds  at  attractive 
prices  which  will  make  for  very  stiff  competition  for  all  other 
^dltorranean  Basin  almond  producing  countries#  It  is  reported  some 
fear  is  expressed  about  United  States  exports  abroad#  The  chronic 
dollar  shortage  in  the  principal  European  markets  makes  it  improbable 
.that  any  huge  tonnage  will  be  e^qjorted  to  Europe,  moreover  the 
.California  crop  is  expected  to  be  somewhat  smaller  than  last  year#-- 
By  Walter  R#  Schreiber# 
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UNITED  STATES:  Importc  for  consump'tion  of  she  Hod  and  unshollcd  almonds 

(Crop  yco.r,  September-August) 


Year 

» 

• 

:  French 

:riorocco 

• 

» 

Italy 

• 

• 

Portugal  [  Spain 

: 

Other 

countries 

Total 

;  Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

s  tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

% 

• 

SHELLED 

Averages: 

» 

l9lirWl9?0-5l 

29 

1,772 

I469 

2,660 

1U9 

9,071 

19ii6-U7/l950-5l  s  36 

3,2a 

109 

887 

39 

I|,308 

Annual : 

' 

19it6-li7 

3h  :  2,09)4 

187 

990  :  76 

3,301 

19li7-Ii8 

27 

li,179 

98 

1,809 

26 

6,139 

19U8-Ii9 

0 

h,370 

206‘ 

299 

ii7 

ii,878 

19U9-90 

hi 

699 

10 

1 

2/ 

7U7 

1990-91 

78 

U,908 

k3 

l,)i23 

29 

6,)i77 

1991-92  y 

39 

I460 

n 

939 

6J^ 

1,098 

Averages: 

»• 

j 

UNSHELIED 

I9l4l-ii2/l990-9l 

0  •• 

2 

3 

llU 

1 

120 

19ii6-li7/l990-9l 

0 

9 

0 

,  96 

.  1 

62 

/uinual : 

19li6-U7 

0 

6 

0 

ll;9 

6 

197 

19li7-l'8 

0 

9 

0 

0 

y 

9 

19U8-U9 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

3 

19U9-90 

0 

y 

0 

0 

y 

2/ 

1990-91 

0 

6 

0 

139 

0 

Ihl 

1991-92  1/ 

0 

-2/ 

0 

0 

0 

2Z 

]y  8  months  -  September  through  April*  Loss  than  one-half  ton# 


UNITED  STATES:  Exports  for  consumption  of  shelled  and  unshellod  almonds 


Year 

• 

• 

:  Canada 

* 

Mexico 

Central  :  South 

America  i  America 

• 

• 

Others 

Total 

:  Short 

Short 

Short  :  Short 

Short 

:  Short 

:  tons 

tons 

tons  :  tons 

tons 

tons 

• 

• 

SHELLED 

1992 

y 

:  108 

y 

6  :  17 

193 

28U 

• 

• 

UNSHELIED 

1992 

y 

:  0 

• 

• 

0 

2/  :  2/ 

« 

• 

12 

12 

1;  months  -  January  through  April  2/  Loss  than  one-half  ton# 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census# 
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19^2  BRAZIL  I\fUT  PRODUCTION  FORECAST  LOWER 

•  preliminaiy  forecast  of  Brazil  nut  production  has  .been 

unshclled  basis^  compared  with 

fo^P^<.f  present 

IZa  ^  percent  berow  the  lO^year  (l9i.a-50)  average  of  19,900 

s  and.  37  percent  belovr  trie  >-year  (19, >46-50)  average  of  27,100  tons„ 

Belem 11,000  short  tons  will  be  collected  in 
Belem,  5 >700  tons  in  xManaua  and  the  balance  in  Itacoatiara  and 

Par^  bins  *  ^png  •  1951  the  ,  colie  ctions  were  s  Belem  20 , 900  tons  : 
pSintins^^^°‘  ^^^^  balance  of  700  tons  in  Itacoatiara  and 

harvest  is  not  increased,  this  ycar^s  supply' will  be  the 

"hon V  «  ■  Some  members  of  the  Trade  belj.eve  that 

S  f  strong  demand  from  the  United  States  develop  that  the  harvest 
could  still  reach  20,000  tons*  •  ^^iiveou 

^  ^  The  small  harvest ^ lias  been  attributed" to  a  number  of  factors, 

interior  streairis,  poor  set  on  trees,  some 
scarcity  of  laoor  in  a  few  regions  and  unwillingness  of  forei.en  buyers 

ram-^r  H  colic ction^season 

^  ""^hich  means  that,  aside  from  nuts  still 

Ar-ivalf  interior,  the -yearns  supply  is  now  about  fisced. 

tiderailVh  S  principal  export '  centers  have  been  con- 

at  Mm^u'  totaled'onf'  joar*  During  May  1952  arrivals 

llovf  9%t  ^n  "  ^  unshellcd  nuts  compared  i-rith 

about  2,526  ^ons.a  year  carlioro  Arrivals  in  Belem  this  Mav  x^rere  2  327 

tons  compared  >dth  3,188  tone  last  year,  Itacoatiara  r^pole  oSy  ^ 
tons  oil  rived  this  May  coifipared  with  220  last  year*  According  to  pro¬ 
of  fhe  export  centers  for  the  first  5  months 

15  858  for''?'"  only  a  bout  10,715  short  tons  compared  with 

tM.  ^he  arrivals  by  ports  for 

this  year  are  not:  yet  available  *  ■  '  j  .f  ^  ±ui 

9  5. months  of  this  season  totaled  about 

8^963  +n°^^  of  ^shelled  and  ,862  tons  of  sh'.lled  cor^pared  with 
vp^?.^  V  3..A21  tons  shelled  for  the  saL  period  a 

year  earlier,.  The  countries  of  destination  for  these  export,s  are  not 
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BRAZIL  riUTS:  Estimated  commercial  production  in 


Brazil,  1992  with 

(Rounded  to  nearest 

comparisons 

100  short  tons) 

Year 

t 

# 

1 

e 

• 

Bolivia 

• 

s 

* 

Brazil 

• 

• 

0 

• 

• 

• 

Total 

9 

Short  tons 

t 

Short  tons 

• 

Short  tons 

Avci-ages 

0i  , 

• 

1 

IWil-^0 

• 

« 

1,000 

• 

19,900  , 

0 

20,900 

19Ij6-?0 

1 

100  '■ 

27,100 

: 

27,200 

Annual : 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

* 

• 

: 

t 

m 

100 

6,800 

« 

• 

6,900 

19J-i6 

• 

A 

100 

r 

27,900 

s' 

27,600- 

19U7'- 

9 

e 

100 

• 

30,Uoo 

• 

« 

30,900 

19I48 

9 

100 

18,900 

• 

• 

19,000 

19h9 

<» 

9 

200 

« 

• 

39,200 

3S,ii00 

1950 

t 

200 

: 

23,200 

: 

23,I;00 

1951  •  1/ 

s 

200 

t 

3/' 

3U,100 

3/ 

31t,300 

1992  2/ 

• 

200 

s 

ii 

17,000 

t 

2/ 

17,200 
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UNITED  STATES:  Imports  of  Brazil  nuts 
(Crop  year,  September-August) 


:  Average 

Annual 

Year  :  19UI-I42- 

s  1990-91 

I9lt6-]i7 

1990-91 

i91i9-9o  !  1990-91 !  -1991-92  y 

: Short. tons 

Short  tons 

l^hort  tons:Short  tons:Short  tons 

• 

• 

« 

Brazil  }  2,969 

CH:her  32 

Total  !  "2,997 

• 

• 

: 

Brazil  :  7,193 

Other  :  9 

3,1® 

3.1 

3,'iHo 

10,799 

3 

SHELLED  * 

* 

U,198  :  2,Ii70  :  2,..260 

2  :  32  :  23 

ir,200  :  2,902  :  2,283 

UI'ISHELLED  ; 

10,877  s  U,979  :  7,172 

0  :  Ih  X  0 

Total  t  7,198  X  10,802 

}  : 

10,877  :  :  7,172 

«  •' 

t  • 

8  months,  September  through  April* 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census# 


3 


available  at  this  time  but  the  bulk  were  to  the  United  States*  It  is 

reported  tha  an  estimated  600  short  tons  of  unshelled  remained  in 

the  hands  of  the  Trade  in  Manaus  and  1,600  tons  in  Belem  on  June  22,  19^2 

Considering  circumstances,  the  market  in  Belem  and  Manaus  during 
Maj^  was  reasonably  active  and  steady  but  was  lower  than  a  year  ago  when 
a  crop  twice  the  size  of  this  year  was  available*  Shelters  arc  reported 
increasing  purchases  of  medium  Tocantins  and  large  Manaus*  The  export 
market  was  improving  during  May  vjith  increased  purchases  \>y  the  United 
States  and  United  Kingdom  buyers*  It  is  estimated  that  United  States 
importers  purchased  from  1,100  to  1,690  short  tons  of  unshelled  during 
May  for  May/July  shipment  and  2,000  to  3^900  cases  of  shelled*  United 
Kingdom  buyers  are  reported  to  have  made  some  purchases  of  unshelled  at 
Manaus*  They  did  not  purchase  in  Belem*  The  tonnage  purchased  by  the 
United  Kingdom  in  Manaus  is  not  known.  They  also  purchased  from  300 
to  600  cases  of  shelled  in  Manaus*  Canadian  and  German  importers  pur¬ 
chased  a  total  of  390  to  900  cases  of  shelled  and  379  tons  of  unshelled. 

Exporters  are  optiriiistic  over  the  remainder  of  the  season  as  it  is 
reported  United  States  importers  are  shoxjing  more  interest*  Ficcently 
German  and  British  inquiries  were  received*  Trade  agreements  are  being 
negotiated  with  the  Netherlands  which  it  is  hoped  will  include  Brazil 
nuts*  Rcpresenta.tives  from  the  Amazon  Basin  are  reported  in  Rio 
attempting  to  vjork  out  some  program  with  the  Brazilian  Government  to 
assist  exporters  of  Brazil  nuts* 

The  f*o*b*  prices  per  pound  of  unshelled ^paid  by  United  States  im¬ 
porters  during  May  1992  were  about  as  follows!  16  to  17  cents  for 
medium  Tocantins j  1?  to  18  cents  medium  Jari  and  18  to  22  cents  for 
large  Manaus*  Shelled  were  from  93  to  99  cents  per  pound*  Higher 
prices  than  those  shown  above  were  reported  early  in  the  month* 

On  June  22  the  f*o*b»  prices  per  pound  were  as  follows:  unshelled 
20  to  23  cents  and  shelled  60  to  69  cents  depending  on  grade,  size, 
etc*— By  Walter  R*  Schreibor 
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FOREIGN  AGRICULTUlft^dlloULAR 

OFFICE  CF  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  RELATIONS 
UNITED  states  DEPARTM  ENT  OF  AG  RICULTU  R  E 
WASHINGTON,  D.C. 


FN  9-52 


July  28,  1952 

WORLD  1952  FILBERT  FORECAST  BELOW  AVERAGE 


The  1952  preliminary  forecast  of  filbert  production  in  Italy, 
Spaing  Turkey  and  the  United  States  is  99,8I|.0  short  tons,  unshelled 
basis,  compared  with^lU3j720  tons  (revised)  in  1951  and  90,180  tons  in 
^55G*  The  forecast  is  9  percent  below  the  10— year  (l9lil*»50)  a.verage 
of  110,200  tons  and  21  percent  below  the  5-year  (l9i6-50)  average  of 
125,700  tons* 


The  forecasts  for  Turkey  and  Italy  are  considerably  below  that  of 
last  year*  ^The  forecast  for  Spain  is  up  somewhat  over  that  of  a  year 

ago*  The  fir^  forecast  for  the  United  States  is  for  the  largest  crop 
on  record* 


Growing  conditions  have  been  less  satisfactory  in  Italy  and  Turkey 
^  countries  the  1952  crop  follows  heavy  crops 
of .1951*  Spain  and^the  United  States  report  much  better  growing  condi¬ 
tions*  The  production  in  Spain  is  reported  to  be  decreasing  due  to  re¬ 
moval  of  trees# 

On  July  1,  1952  it  was  estimated  stocks  remaining  from  the  1951 
harvest  totalled  35^000  tons,  unshelled  basis,  of  which  9,500  tons 
were  ^  in  Ita]yr,  7,500  in  Spain  and  18,000  in  Turkey*  The  estmate  of 
remaining^  stocks  represents  about  26  percent  of  the  1951  harvest*  A 
yea.r  earlier  on  the  same  date  it  was  estimated  17,200  short  tons,  un— 
shelled  basis,  remained  from  the  1950  harvest  or  21  percent  of  the 
harvest* 


Despite  high  prices  and  other  adverse  factors,  the  1951-52  export 
season  appears  to  have  been  very  successful,  tonnage-wise*  It  is  now 
estimated  that  for  the  3  Mediterranean  countries  a  total  of  100,700 
short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  moved  into  international  trade*  This 
represents  about  7k  percent  of  the  1951' harvest#  Turkey  was  the 
pr^cipal  exporter  with  an  estimated  69,600  tons  or  69  percent  of  the 
tot^.  The  other  countries  both  had  about  the  same  tonnage#  The  relative 
nigh  price  of  almonds  is  believed  to  have  had  some  influence  on  the 

larp  movement*  The  principal  buyers  were  the  usual  Western  European 
riQ.’Gion.s  • 


t 
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FILBERTS^  unshelled:  Estimated  production  in  specified  countries 

1952  with  comparisons 

(Foreign  production  rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

Italy 

Spain 

Turkey 

Mediter¬ 

ranean 

Basin 

total 

United 

States 

• 

World 

total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Average : 

19l;l-!^0 

2li,200 

21,1400 

57,600 

103,200 

7,000 

110,200 

19U6-50 

31,900 

20,000 

65,500 

117, Uoo 

8,300 

125,700 

Annual: 

19k6 

ii7,800 

18,200 

90,000 

156,000 

8,550 

165,550 

19kl 

9,900 

33,000 

60,500 

103,1;00 

8,800 

112,200 

19i|8 

26,1400 

114,500 

55,000 

95,900 

6,550 

102,350 

19h9 

32,700 

16,500 

99,000 

158,200 

11,150 

155,350 

1950 

142,900 

17,600 

23,000 

83,500  J 

6,680 

90,180 

1951  1/  2/ 

33,000 

12,600 

\ 

91,000  j 

136,600 

7,120 

153,720 

19^2  1/ 

22,600  j 

« 

« 

• 

• 

15,000 

\ 

51,000  : 

« 

« 

• 

• 

88,600 

11,250 

99,850 

Preliminary'-# 
2/  Revised# 


Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations#  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis 
of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  results  of  office  research,  Trade 
and  other  information# 


It'  is  much  too  early  to.  predict  the  trend  of  the  1952-53  season^ 
however^  a  few,  factors  seem  to  be  strongly  in  evidence  in  foreign 
countries®  In  view  of  the  shoi-t  crops  in  Italy  and  Turkey  the  trade 
generally  feel  prices  will  be  higher  than  those  now  quoted  for  prompt 
shipment®  The  Spanish  market  is,.|  as  usual  at  this  time  of  year^  an 
unknoiTn  factor  until  the  Government  announces  its  policy  on  e}<ports  and 
whether  export  prices  wi3J.  be  fixeci?  G  ermany^,  France  and  Switzerland 
appear  to  be  the  most  promioj.ng  markets  for  this  year*s  exports®  The 
United  States  is  not  expected  to  be  as  important  an  outlet  as  last 
season  due  to  the  large  United  States  crop  and  possibly  restrictive 
action  on  imports  as  a  result  of  hearings  to  take  place  before  the 
Tariff  Commission  on  July  28®  The  United  Kingdom  also  is  not  expected 
to  be  an  iirportant  mai’ket  because  of  the  restrictive  action  on  irports* 
The  large  almond  crop  with  attractive  prices  is  likely  to  have  some 
effect  on  the  sale  of  filberts® 

Italy?  The  1952  preliminarj'-  forecast  of  filbert  production  in"  Italy 
is  22|600  short  tons  unshelled  basis^,  compared  with  33^000 
tons  in  1951  (revised)  and  [t2, 900  tons-in  1950®  The  forecast  is  7 
percent  below  the  10-year  (l94l-50)  average  of  214,200  tons  and  29  per¬ 
cent  below  the  5*'year  (l9U6-50)  average  of  31^900  tons#  The  forecast 
for  the  Naples-Avellino  district  is  12,?100  tons  compared  vdth  22,000 
tons  in  195l»  In  Sicily  it  is  forecast  a  crop  of  about  10,500  tons 
vri.ll  be  harvested  compared  vrith  11,000  tons  in  1951® 

In  the  Naples-Avellino  district  unseasonable  cold  weather  in  May 
and  hot  weather  in  June  and  July  have  caused  a  heavier  than  normal 
drop®  The  crop  also  follows  a  large  one  of  the  previous  season  and 
was  light  to  start  v^ith©  The  weather  in  Sicily  v;as  even  more  unfavorable# 
A  cold  vjave  follov^ed  by  a  heat  wave  in  March  and  another  heat  wave 
early  in  June  are  reported  to  have  caused  a  20  percent  drop  of  immature 
fruit©  The  damage  by  ‘’cimiciato”  is  ejected  to  be  more  serious  than 
normal  this  yearc.  •' 

On  July  1,  1952  it  was  estimated  some  14,000  short  tons  unshelled 
remained  in  the  Naples-Avellino  district  from  the  1951  harvest,  and 
5,500  tons  in  Sicily®  The  present,  stock  estimate  represents  about  29 
percent  of  the  1951  harvest©  At  the  same  time  a  year  ago  it  vxas 
estimated  only  14,500  tons  remained® 

The  1951-52  export  marketing  season  x^Jas  not  as  successful  as  that 
of  the  previous  season  due  primarily  to  high  producers®  prices  in  Italy 
and  severe  conpetition  from  Turkey  and  Spain©  Official  Italian  export 
statistics  for  the  season  to  date  are  not  yet  available^  hov/ever,  on  the 
basis  of  available  statistics  and  trade  reports  of  sales  for  the  balance 
it  appears  about  16,000  short  tons  unshelled  basis  were  exported®  The 
exportation  of  shelled  was  estimated  at  about  2,000  tons  and' the  balance 
VTere  ^ unshelled#  The  principal  destinations  viere  Svri.tzerland,  France, 
Belgium  and  Germany  for  the  kernels  and  Germany,  the  United  Kingdom, 

Svjeden  and  France  for  the  unshelled  nuts#  The  domestic  demand  has  been 
good  .most  of  the  season© 


'  •l4* 


The  outlook  for  the  1952-53  season^  according  to  some  exporters^ 
appears  to  be  better  than  for  the  season  just  closing*  They  believe 
the  small  filbert  crop  in  Turkey  and  Spain  ■will  make  foreign  buyers 
more  receptive  to  Italian  filberts*  the  Naples  district  little  or 
no  new-crop  inquiries  are  reported  and  exporters  are  reluctant  to 
book  advance  business  as  they  feel  prices  for  new-crop  irill  advance® 

In  Sicily  some  exporters  are  vrilling  to  book  a  limited  tonnage  for 
early  shipment  but  they  too  expect  stronger  prices*  The  near  record 
crop  of  almonds  in  the  Mediterranean  no  doubt  vdll  influence  some 
foreign  buyers  seeking  low  priced  nuts  to  fill  some  of  their  needs 
with  almonds  rather  than  filberts* 

On  July  12 s  old-crop  in  shell  Sicilian  filberts  prompt  shipment 
were  quoted  at  about  $35dUO  per  220  pounds  f«o»b©5  while  new-crop 
September/October  shipment  ircre  around  $37<»00» 

Spaing  The  1952  preliminary  forecast  for  filbert  production  in  Spain 
is  15*000  short  tons  unshelled  basis  cor^ared  T>Jith  12;)600 
tons  (revised;  in  1951  and  17>600  tons  in  1950©  The  forecast  is 
about  30  percent  beloxf  the  10-year  (l9l;l-50)  average  of'21^ij.00  tons 
and  25  percent  belox^  the  5-year  (l9l!.6“50)  average  of  20jj000  tons* 

According  to  all  available  information^  growing  conditions  in  the 
Spanish  filbert  area  x-iere  very  satisfactory’-  to  date*  There  were  no 
reports  of  frost  damage  and  there  were  abundant  spring  rains?  The 
effects  of  the  drought  of  19147-U9  seem  to  have  been  completely  over¬ 
come*  It  is  reported  that  although  grovring  conditions  and  the  set  of 
nuts  have  been  good,  production  x-d.ll  not  reach  the  average*  This  is 
due  to  the  gradual  reduction  of  bearing  trees  and  insufficient  nex-r 
plantings  to  offset  the  losses*  Many  growers  are  planting  other  crops 
xjhich  do  not  require  several  years  before  a  return  is  realized*  This 
trend  has  occurred  in  some  other  coxmtries  as  well^j  There  is  a  groxdng 
feeling  that  future  “good  crops"' of  filberts  may  be  about  18,000  short 
tons,  unshelled  compared  x-dth  35^000  tons  20  years  ago* 

On  July  1,  1952  it  xras  estimated  that  perhaps  7y^00  short  tons, 
unshelled  basis,  remained  in  Spain#  This  represents  about  60  percent 
of  the  1951  harvest  but  only  33  percent  of  the  estimated  available 
supply  at  the  start  of  the  1951-52  season®  It  xdll  be  recalled  that 
the  carry-over  on  September  1,  1951  from  the  1950  harvest  was  estimated 
to  have  totalled  10,000  thort  tons©  It  has  been  reported  -bo  have  been 
a  little  higher  while  the  crop  in  1951  x-/as  a  bit  smaller  than  originally 
estimated*  At  this  tine  a  year  ago  stocks  were  estimated  at  12,000 
tons* 


The  1951-52  export  season  x^as  exceptionally  good  comparied  xdth  the 
previous  one©'  Official  statistics  are  not  available  for  the  season  to 
date 5  ■  hoxjevcr ,  on  the  basis  of  a  combination  of  official  and  other 
statistics  it  would  appear  that  at  least  15,100  short  tons,  xmshelled 
equivalent,  were  exported  from  the  beginning  of  the  season  to  July  1,  1952* 
This  estimate  of  exports,  most  of  ■which  v;cre  in  the  Celled  form,  exceeds 


the  1951  harvest^  however,  the  large  carr;y"-ovor  from  the  1950  harvest 
was  almost  equivalent  to  the  1951  harvest*  The  large . tonnage  exported 
IS  remarkable  considering  that  the  Mediterranean  filbert  harvest  in 
1951  was  the  third  largest  on  record* 


^  Switzerland  was  the  principal  destination  for  Spanish  filberts 
during  most  of  the  season  to  date*  Other  important  purchasers  were 
Western  Gemany,  France,  the  United  Kingdom  and  Belgium*  There  were 
some  exports  to  the ^United  States*  The  large  tonnage  exported  was  due 
in  part  to  competitive  prices  the  Spanish  exporters  were  able  to  quote. 
It  IS  recalled  that  at  the  start  of  the  1951-52  export  season  prices 
in  other  countries  were  high  and  continued  to  climb®  The  price  of 
almonds  was  also  high  vrith  the  results  that  the  Spanish  filbert  in¬ 
dustry  enjoyed  its  best  season  in  some  years* 


The  1952-53  marketing  regulations  have  not  yet  been  announced  but 
no  drastic ^ change  is  expected©  Growers  arc  reported  to  be  thinking  in 
higher  prices  and  probably  vri.ll  hold  out  .for  them©  If  this 
IS  the  case  the  coming  season  may  not  be  as  good  as  the  one  coming  to 
a  close  now.  The  world  supply  of  filberts  is  off  this  year  but  almonds 
are  crowding  a  record  and  the  political  and  economic  situation  in 
^urope  IS  not  verj.'  conducive  of  heavy  imports  of  high-price  nuts®  There 
IS  some  speculation  now  that  almonds  will  be  the  best  buy© 


The  1952  preliminary  forecast  of  filbert  production  in  Turkey 
+  ^  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  vriLth  91V000 

tons  (revised)  in  1951  and  23,000  tons  in  1950©  The  present  forecast 
IS  11  percent  below  the  10-year  (l9lil-5o)  average  of  57,600  tons  and 

hn  5-year  (191^6-50)  average  of  65,500  tons*  It  should 

e  n  ted  that  uhe  above  forecast  was  made  before  reports  of  the  Black 

bea  storms  in  late  June  were  received  and  may  be  reVised  if  storm  damage 
Was  heavier  than  expected*  ^ 


conditions,  according  to  best  available  information,  up  to 

f  Gilberts.  A  light  snow  near  the  end  of 

April  at  first  caused  som.c  anxiety  about  the  crop  but  now  it  appears 

crop,  will  bo  ha^csted  in  tho  eastern  end  of  the  filbert  belt  and 
ghter  ones-  M  tho  west.  This  year's  crop  follovis  a  largo  ono  and  is 

S  thal'T?  ?  to  be  a  smllor  one.  It  is  interesting  to 

note  that  the  Turkish  govormiont's  strong  efforts  to  eliminate 

creSt"i?  due™n^T'^V'°?’'  *0  have  been  very  effective  and  rmoh 

h  a  f  ^“  Turkish  agricultural  specialists  on  this  work.  This 

t'^soct  has  boon  reported. 

The  growers  have  boon  carefully  educated  on  the  best  methods  for  de- 

appear  to  be  very  cooperative  and  interested 
in  carrying  on  the  pest  control  work* 


On  Juno  15^  1952  it  was  cstjjnatcd  that  about  18,000  short  tons, 
unshclled  basis,  or  20  percent  of  the  19^1  harvest  rertiaiLned  compared 
with  only  700  tons  Or  3  percent  a  year  earlier©  On  January  1,  1952 
it  was  estimated  I|0,000  short  tons  or  kh  percent  of  the  1951  harvest 
was  still  available#  It  is  reported  a  very  large  percentage  of  present 
stocks  arc  still  in  the  hands  of  the  Filbert  Cooperative  which  has  been 
buying  them  since  Decembero  Exporters,  while  admitting  the  stocks  are 
larger  than  they  would' have  desired,  are  not  worried  about  the  disposal# 

They  point  out  that  18,000  tons,  plus  a  possible  51^000  ton  ncw-crop, 
would  still  be  less  than  what  has. already  been  exported  in  the  1951-52 
season# 

According  to  best  available  da.ta  at  this  time,  exports  from 
September  1,  1951  to  May  31^  1952  totalled  30,800  short  tons  shelled  and 
an  estimated  1,700  tons  of  unshelled©  These  exports  converted  to  an 
unshelled  basis  are  equivalent  to  about  69,600  short  tons  which  is 
about  76  percent  of  the  1951  harvest®  A  year' ago  on  the  same  date  ex¬ 
ports  on  an  uiishcllcd  basis  totalled  about  20,600  short  tons  or  90 
percent  of  the  1950  crop©  Western  Germany  has  been  the  principal 
destination  for  this  season’s  exports  of  shelled  nutswith  10,i;50  tons 
to  the  end  of  May  1952,  follox^7od  by  the  United  Kingdom  v/ith  6,820  tons 
and  Franco  with  2,200' tons©  The  records  also  show  that  Switzerland  was 
the  destination  for  1,210  short  tons  and  the  United  States  1,100  tons# 

The  figures  given  for  the  United  States  do  not,  hovrever,  check  with 
actual  United  States  imports  since  there  have  been  reported  to  be  the 
usual  third-country  deals#  Canada  is  reported  as  the  destination  for 
121  tons  of  shelled  Turkish  filberts*  The  export  statistics  indicate 
VTcstcrn  Geiraany  was  also  the  principal  destination  for  unshclled  filbert 
exports  with  something  over  1,000  tons#  -Most  of  the  balance  of  unshelled 
were  exported  to  Near  East  countries® 

The  market  in  Istanbul  is  what  one  might  call  seasonally  quiet# 

A  little  business  is  reported  done  from  time  to  time  but  volume  is  down# 

The  pattern  for  the  coming  season  is  not  yet,  clear#  It  is  reported 
inquiries  arc  being  received  mainly  from  Western  Germany  for  September/ 
October  shipment*  German  buyers  have  indicated  a  willingness  to  pay 
from  $70  to  $73  per  220  pounds  f#o«b*  Istanbul  for  shelled  nuts# 

There  have  been  no  reports  of  actual  sales  at  these  prices#  The 
Turkish-Western  Ge  man  Customs  Agreement,  it  is  reported,  will  loxTcr 
duty  rates  on  filberts  and  walnuts  coming  into  Germany  from  Turkey# 

The  United  Kingdom  is  reported  making  a  fox/  inquiries  but  no  actual 
sales  arc  reported  to  date#  Tlerc  is  also  the  still  unansxrcrcd  questions 
as  to  whether  the  government  xji-Lj.  fix  export  prices  and  support  grower’s 
prices®  Another  x/orry  is  the  possible  compeition  of  the  large  Mediterranean 
almond  crop  and  the  various  austerity  programs  in  Europe#  The  out  come 
of  the  scheduled  Section  22  import  quota  hearings  this  month  and  a  larger 
crop  in  the  United  States  arc  also  deterents  to  optimism  about  the 
1952-53  season#  Exporters  in  Istanbul  also  arc  reported  to  desire  the 
government  to  give  them  a  freer  hand  in  the  matter  of  exports# — By  Walter 
R#  Schreiber# 
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UNITED  STATE3: 


Imports,  for  consujnption,  of  shelled  and  mshelled  filberts 
(Crop  year,  September-Aug\ist) 


Year 

j  Italy  . 

Spain 

1 

Turkey  . 

uther 

countries 

• 

• 

• 

« 

Total 

:  Short  tons: 

Short  tons 

Short  tons: 

Short  tons 

• 

< 

Short  tons 

Average : 

• 

SHEUED 

19lil-Wl950-5l 

:  112  : 

197 

2', 261  “ 

37 

• 

• 

2,607 

I9li6-U7/1950-51 

8  189  : 

I1I4 

3>063 

37 

: 

• 

3,333 

Annual: 

t  • 

•  • 

■ 

• 

• 

- 

191i6-ii7 

:  133  J 

1 

5 

0 

• 

5,060 

19ii7-U8 

:  39  : 

0  :  2,398  s 

11 

» 

c 

2,14148 

19hQ-h9 

U3  2 

0 

3,623 

30 

• 

• 

3,696 

19li9-50 

:  1;3  r 

113 

3^082 

60 

3,298 

1950-51 

:  689  ? 

103 

1,292 

79 

• 

• 

2j163 

1951-52  1/ 

:  251  2 

91 

2,6014 

33 

• 

• 

2,979 

• 

• 

UNSHELIED 

Average : 

•  « 

•  • 

1 

< 

9 

0 

I^Iiro/1950-51 

:  203  8 

31 

1 

\  0 

C« 

235 

19146-^7/1950-51 

:  33U  : 

•  • 

m 

0 

0 

•> 

« 

« 

3I48 

Annual : 

•  • 

• 

3^IICT7 

:  1,600  5 

69 

0 

0 

• 

• 

1,669 

19U7-1;8 

3  J 

0 

0 

0 

t 

• 

n 

19hQ-h9 

:  hk  J 

0 

0 

0 

4 

• 

I4I4 

19I49-50 

:  214  : 

0 

0 

0 

• 

• 

2I4 

1950-51 

:  0  : 

0 

0 

0 

• 

• 

0 

1951-52  1/ 

:  65  2 

0 

:  0 

0 

• 

• 

65 

Ul'IITED  STATES:  Exports  of  filberts  for  consumption  y 
(Crop  year,  September-August) 


Year 

Canada 

Cuba 

\  Mexico 

Other 

-  Total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Average : 

19146-147/1950-51 

I47 

187 

9 

62 

305 

Annual: 

I9ICT7 

I45 

158 

12 

75 

290 

19)47-148 

iliS 

28 

138 

I466 

I9I48-I49 

I4 

162 

1 

27 

I9I4 

I9I49-50 

6 

188 

0 

I42 

236 

1950-51 

27 

280 

5 

23  8  337 

1951-52  2/ 

2 

325 

3 

22 

352 

y  9  months,  September  through  Mayo 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census® 


‘Jf 


m 


0 


^  ’  ■' ■  '  ■  .  fV  -  ,  .-'.  ^Tt-ro.-if^  ;I<r;..i;u  'J^  ^ 

arfwais  ,;^J'  •;,'-,D) 


“■  iffH'  ' 


H' 


?  S' 


■»■•;■ 


■  _  .  »  !,»  •  -'-fa  ^ 

.  .  'osaisii::: 

’■'i'’  •  V'.  ■ 


*  ^  .  .  ^«<V^  ^  ^ ^  ^ _ J._ _ 


•rrA.’ 


JTjr  , 


•J 


ri. 


1 

'  i  ' 

1 

.  /.  !. 

i 

1 

ihy 

• 

4 

1 

1 

t 

. 

«  • 

i 

t 

( 

X 

It 

1 

■  •  V.  r.  » ,A 

1 

0  . 

.hr 
%  '  • 

1 

■  i 

' '  ’r 

'k  * 

-■'*. 

1 

1 

-S  .  •  '  # 

t 

1  '• 

0 

•‘:x^ 

/  .-.  1^  rv 

—  i  ^ 

t' 

0  ■ 

«, 

t 

•  • 

1 

f'^X 

i  '  ■  ^  ■ 

i* 

f 

'• 

1 

1 

r? 

i  ‘f ^•■■v.;M|, 

4  V- 


•  <  ‘^  |< 


Vr 


M 


m 

tic* 


'* 

•‘’-r  ~  <f 

<*  r*i  ' '  i 

^'■  ■  H-  - 

I  f—'sr^L 

I  • 


^nw 


A 


\ 


•  I  ./"J.  '  :!^-'.y\  />.. 

rCiZTJ 

•f-  .f  y^' 

I 


*t.  '  • 


c-  -  > 

r 


.*  •'*  ^ 
'  msr^t  '*] 
X  vl 


-i^~- 


?r^p 


<■ .  ’ 


I 


TT^;  ..■:  :  . 

iy’CSiC  rhwo’.xciS  .•  ’.*1 


'  i-' -  ■*' 


V7''-: 


2;-' 1  '‘  y 


s(yt  '-»'n  .!  ,  ‘1,3  I'V’il  h^r 


-.4.  -*  JW'ya' 


■’ 


FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 

OFFICE  OF  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  RELATIONS 
UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  ' 


SEP  9  1952 

FN  10-5%,v|v|..RS|jy  Of  lUiUlOIS 


Septefiiber  2,  I952 


WORLD  1952  FILBERT  FORECAST  INCREASED 

oomae^ial^proS^ooStSes^Itely  production  in  the  4  leading 

is  117,160  short  tis,  uMtelled  Statfs 

and  90,180  tons  in  1950  The  "“P*  1^3,520  tons  in  I95I 

average  of  U0,200 

(1946-50)  average  of  125 , 700  tonse  ^  percent  below  the  5-yeGr 

the  season  than  last°yLr”  ^The^dir'^tot'’^^  satisfactory  from  the  start  of 

a  very  heavy  drop  of  SSlure  |r^I?  In  TJtVj 
Which  had  been  satisfactory  un  tn  Tnn  ^  growing  conditions, 

and  August  resulting  in  a  La?iP^  ^  worse  in  July 

production  in  anTsiZ:  ^T7^‘^f°'^  '^™P-  of 

the  United  States  grwing  cldl^lon" L  ™ 

oast  is  up  slightly  from  last  molth^  satisfactory  nnd  the  foro- 

crop  S ^olc"  'Sro'^'nTcoSiUo'ns™^'?®  “  """  ^c-s 

followed  a  very  heavy  one  fnri  '■®  satisfactory  but  the  crop 

Black  Sea  stems  an7insec?  i;»  ^“^^^  expected  to  be  small.  Ihe 

the  present  forecast  is  4?  percent  htehn^°«  “?!!  o’^^ectations  so 

The  T-urkish  growers  are  ®  “®'^o  a  month  ago. 

tho  situatiol  pleased  out  exporters  are  a  little  worried  about 


short  tons,  unstelled' ended  it  was  estimated  about  28,400 

or  about  21  percent  of  the  1951  production'''’  ^Pin  countries 

was  estimated  11,400  tons  unJhp?T^oH  v  °  1^ 

of  tho  1950  harvest,  Turkey  is  rennr+pH^+^  remained  or  about  I4  percent 

from  the  I951  harvest,  Italy  7  400^tn^^^  ^  S''''- 

xiaiy  /,4oo  tons  and  Spain  5,000  tons. 

106,300  short  tons,^u^hSed\^is^\a^^  ^  close  with  an  estimated 
or  78  percent  of  the  1951  pack  international  trade 

estimated  74,300  short  tons  nf*+h'  +  largest  producer,  laovcd  an 

Italy  and  S^in  each  ex^^Lf  of  the  total. 

15  percent  each,  -  equivalent  of  16,000  short  tons,  or 


FILBERTS,  unshelled:  Estimated  production  in  specified  countries 

1952  with  comparisons 

(Foreign  production  rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

Italy 

Spain 

Turkey 

Mediter- 

raneen 

Basin 

Total 

United 

States 

World 

total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Averat'o: 

1941-50 

24,200 

21,400 

57,600 

103,200 

7,000 

110,200 

1946-50 

31,900 

20,000 

65,500 

117,400 

8,300 

125,700 

Annual : 

■ 

1946 

47,800 

18,200 

90,000 

156,000 

8,450 

164,450 

1947 

9,900 

33,000 

60,500 

103,400 

8,800 

112,200 

1948 

26,400 

14,500 

55,000 

95,900 

6,380 

102,280 

1949 

32,700 

16,300 

99,000 

148,200 

11  ,'010 

159,210 

1950 

42,900 

17,600 

23,000 

83,500 

6,680 

90,180 

1951  1/ 

33,000 

12,600 

91,000 

136,600 

6,920 

U3,520 

1952  1/  2j 

19,300 

13,800 

7.2,600 

105,700 

11,460 

117,160 

2/  Reviseda 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  Prepared  or  estiiiiated  on  the  basis 
of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  results  of  office  research, 
trade  and  other  information. 


Franco^ 

■f  •  liable^  The  United  States  imports  of  shelled  fiThp-rtc?  •PT•r^nl 

foreign  oo^tries  from  September  1,  1951  through  June  30,  1952  totalled 
UMted^Stet  slightly  above  the  5-year  (1946-M)  average 

88  perconfol  2.947  tone^o; 

101^0^/,,^^,^  ^  +  Imports.  There  were  additional  imports  during 

fSLtfd^i^  thfoer?'H  available.  United  Ti^tL 

fo^  the!  pSufyeaTe^tn^^^^^^^^^  t^i^LSna^S::.  ■ 

SS  Tr“7-”  s  LTSsr 
!•  E“cr.“  ‘i  “  rs“r.“.^rffis  rgrr 

1?..^  .XF«.ed  ™d  this  i.ado  grovdr.  deddnd 

sSdd’s  sr„f  "s  '"jjEf  :r;  ••  -■ 

Zi  SSS.X"!?£".5T;-“'°“r '°"«" 

ilciii  uuoiness  in  Italy  and  Spam  is  not  very  active  at  thT<?  f-imc.  Tn 
S'’|75'f!nf  promised  by  the  goTCrnment 

Turke^?  eTOorters^n^^L®!rt''^‘'°  increased  forecast  for 

j^itey,  e:^orters  in  the  other  countries  are  faced  with  verv  attrnf*t3Trf. 

e^oterte"!r!d‘'  “  “->P‘  Walnuts  alsrSe  gewaSy 

restrictive  !  Vn''®®  “^'^“Prranean.  The  poLlble 

restrictive  action  on  the  importation  of  tree-nuts  in  the  United  Stntec, 

disco^aSne^side^f^tv^  United  Kingdom  and  France  are  also  on  the  • 
best  OTtlet  f!r  !n  ?  ®?  “untries.  Germany  is  looked  upon  as  the  - 

believed  availablV  it  seemV^VSikelv''thirth°f  *‘*®  V'"''®® 

that  Will  be  offered  aidd  ^sTll^  IVain  ' 

are  expooted'^°bo°at  Prices  for  the  now  season  but  theV 

AltoVSh^V  at  least  competitive  with  Italy,  if  not  Turkey, 

bVi^hf  L  ?L‘’5S?eV  industry  abroad  is  not 

largest  cr^p  Vn  V“orl  ’  "’'® 

Jiaij::  ae  1952  preliminary  forecast  of  filbert  production  in  Italy  has 

compared  S?h^?V^mn  19,300  short  tons,  unshellod  bLiV^ 

iHn  ^  33,000  tons  in  1951  and  42,900  tons  in  1950.  The  forLast 
20  percent  below  the  10-year  (1941-5o5  average  of  24,200  tons  and  39 


percent  below  the  5-year  (1946-50)  average  of  31,900  tons.  The  forecast 
for  the  Naples-Avellino  district  has  been  revised  downward  to  9,400  . 
short  tons  compared  with  22,000  tons  in  1951.  The  forecast  for  Sicily 
has  also  been  revised  dovaiward  and  is  now  9,900  tons  compared  with 
11,000  tons  harvested  in  1951, 

The  adverse  weather  in  the  Naples-Avellino  district,  reported  in 
the  July  28  report,  turned  out  to  be  much  more  damaging  than  expected 
at  that  time.  The  drop  of  immature  fruit  has  been  very  heavy.  There 
is  more  insect  damage  than  normal  and  the  quality  is  generally  much  below 
normal,  July  brought  almost  tropical  heat  but  no  rains.  There  was  tho 
sarae  weather  situation  in  Sicily,  Growers  state  such  extreme  heat  and 
lack  of  rains  have  not  been  experienced  for  50  years.  The  drop  of 
immature  fruit,  as  a  result  of  the  extreme  heat,  insects  and  lack  of 
moisture,  was  very  heavy  and  the  damage  has  not  yet  been  fully  assessed. 

It  is  veiTy  probable  that  when  the  harvest  is  completed  it  will  be  necessary 
to  revise  the  present  forecast  for  Sicily  downwards,  ,It  is  also  doubtful 
whether  quality  will  be  up  to  normal. 

On  August  1,  1952  it  was  estimated  that  stocks  remaining  in  all  of 
Italy  from  the  1951  harvest  totalled  about  7,400  short  tons  or  22  percent 
of  the  1951  harvest,  A  year  ago  at  this  sane  time  only  700  tons  or  2 
percent  of  tl;ie  1950  harvest  remained.  The  carry-over  is  estimated  to  be 
about  3,000  tons  in  Naples  and  4,400  in  Sicily  while  last  year  only 
Naples  had  a  carry-over. 

The  1951-52  export  season  now  ending  appears  to  have  moved  into 
internritional  trade  about  16,000  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  with 
the  all-time  record  set  a  year  earlier.  The  export  of  shelled  kernels 
was  about  2,000  short  tons  and  the  balance  were  unshelled.  The  principal 
destinations  for  shelled  filbert  exports  in  order  of  their  importance 
were  Switzerland  513  tons,  France  24-6  tons  and  Belgium  211  tons.  The 
principal  destinations  for  unshelled  filberts  were  Germany  3,058  tons, 
the  United  Kingdom  2,716  tons  and  Sweden  1,134  tons.  According  to  the 
trade,  the  most  important  market  for  shelled  vms  the  domestic  candy 
industry.  It  is  reported  that  ever-increasing  quantities  are  being  con¬ 
sumed  by  the  domestic  market,  especially  in  the  north.  The  rather  poor 
show  in  the  export  market  during  1951-52  season  is  attributed  to  very 
keen  competition  from  Spa.in  and  Turkey,  The  export  markets  in  Italy  during 
the  past  2  months  have  been  rather  slow. 

The  prospects  for  the  1952-53  export  season,  which  in  early  summer 
was  generally  agreed  to  be  good,  has  now  changed  to  one  almost  border¬ 
ing  on  pessimism.  The  drop  in  the  crop  forecast,  poor  quality,  lack  of 
now-crop  inquiries  in  many  cases  and  higher  prices  asked  by  growers 
have  contributed  to  the  current  gloomy  outlook.  The  competition  ex-  •  . 
pected  from  Spain  and  Turkey  is  expected  to  seriously  reduce  Italian 
changes  in  the  international  markets.  The  United  Kingdom  market  may  ngt 
absorb  as  many  as  during  the  season  now  closing.  It  appears  unlikely,  in 
view  of  the  largest  crop  on  record  in  the  United  States,  possible  import 
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restrictions  and  presuriably  better  prices  in  other  countries,  .hat  the 
United  States  will  purchase  Italian  filberts  this  season  except  for 
possible  uinor  parcels .  Gcmany  is  reported  to  have  naae  some  inquiri 
?^cently  for  new-crop  but  to  date  no  worthwhile  tonnages  have  been  xixed. 

The  situation  with  regard  to  prices  up  to  nid-August  has  been  some¬ 
what  confused.  In  the  Naples  district  some  exporuers  nave 
willingness  to  sell  at  $80  to  $86  f«o.b.  per  22C  pounds  of  shelled  nuts 
dependW  on  various  factors  and  $43  to  $44  for  unshelled  but  seem  to  be 
noL  to  happy  about  the  deal.  These  prices  should  be  considered  purely 
nominal  and  probably  will  not  hold  for  long  Many 

to  make  quotas  on  new-crop  at  this  tine,  preferring  to  wait  until  aefi 
prices  on  Spanish  find  Turkish  nuts  are  available  and  also  in  hopeo  that 
the  Italian  growers  will  lower  their  prices.  In  Sicily,  growers 
suffered  severe  losses  on  other  crops  by  drought  and  now  feel  th  y 
should  get  good  prices  for  filberts.  They  are  holQing  oack  offers  ol 
sales  for  the  time  being.  They  eventually  will  have  to  sell  as  th 
returns  from  other  crops  have  been  low.  Tnis  being 

porters  are  inclined  to  wait  until  tne  matter  cr/stal^iz  •  P  arouund 
Lme  exporters  are  quoting  September/October  new-crop, 

$37  f  o.b.  Sicily  compared  with  $34.50  prompt  on  old-crop.  It  probably 
will  be  another  fort-night  before  a  more  definite  irena  for  new-crop 
quotations  will  be  available. 

.  Spain;  The  1952  preliminary  forecast  for  filbert  production  in  Spain  is 
13,800  short  tons  (revised),  unshclled  oasis,  compared  wi 
12  600  tons  in  1951  and  17,600  tons  in  1950.  The  forecast  is  about  3 
percent  below  the  lO-year  (1941-50)  average  of  21,400  tons  and  >1  per¬ 
cent  below  the  5-year  (1946-50)  average  of  20,000  tons. 

Growing  conditions  up  to  late  June  wore  generally  very  satisfactory; 
however,  hot  weather  and  lack  of  rain  caused  a  heavier-than-normal  drop 
since  then.  It  is  also  reported  that  the  adverse  weather  also  caused 
poor  filling  of  the  nuts  and  that  quality  in  sone  areas  will  be  oil. 

Growers  and  exporters  generally  believe  ttot  future  OTOps  o 

filberts  in  Spaiji  nay  not  exceed  18,000  short  tons  and  that 
crop  nay  be  nore  near  16,000  tons  than  the  present  5-year  bver^ge.  „  This 
is  due  to  growers  replacing  dead  ar.d  poor  yielding  trees  with  ^re  r^ 
nunerative  crops.  The  planting  of  young  trees  is  reported  to  bo  loss 
than  the  removal  of  old  trees. 

Stocks  remaining  from  the  1951  harvest  on  /iugust  1,  ^952  are  esti¬ 
mated  to  total  about  5,000  tons,  unsholled  basis,  mostly  in  ^ 

growers,  A  year  ago  at  the  sane  time  it  was  reported  about  9,^00  tons 
(revised)  remained.  Tlie  present  carr:/-ovcr  represents  aPout  40  percent 

of  the  1951  harvest. 

On  th()  basis  of  currently  available  information,  it  appears  some 
16,000  short  tons,  unshclled  basis,  have  been  exported  during  the , 

1951-52  Liarketing  season  to  date.  The  largest  percentage  o  i 
aborts  wore  in  Ihe  shelled  form,  'ilie  seasonts  estimated  everts  to 
dSe  exceeds  the  1951  harvest;  however,  there  was  an  unusually  larg 
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carry-over  from  1950,  The  1950  season^ s  exports  were  about  3,600 
short  tons  on  an  uiisholled  basis,  Switzerland  was  the  principal 
destination  for  exports  this  season  with  the  equivalent  of  about  5,600 
shoPt  tons,  unshelled  basis,  'Hie  second  best  iiarket  for  Spanish 
filberts  was  the  United  Kingdon  followed  by  France,  Germany  and  the 
Netherlands  in  that  order.  According  to  these  statistics,  66  short  tons 
of  kernels  were  exported  to  the  United  States,  In  recent  weeks  Belgium 
is  reported  to  have  been  the  principal  buyer  of  old-crop  filberts, 

Tlie  export  season  now  ending  was  the  best  .in  years  as  far  as  the 
trade  was  concerned.  The  active  market  was  possible  because  of  favorable 
prices  granted  growers  and  strong  foreign  demand.  Growers,  unlike  in 
previous  season,  wore  eager  to  bring  filberts  to  market.  Tlie  deliveries 
for  the  first  9  months  of  the  season  wore  heavy;  however,  as  gorwers 
begfiH  to  hear  of  small  crops  abroad  their  eagerness  to  sell  remaining 
1951  filberts  diminish  and  their  ideas  of  prices  increased.  This  had  the 
effect  of  slowing  down  trading  and  probably  accounts  for  the  present 
carry-over.  The  Ministries  of  Comraerce  and  Agriculture  on  July  2,  1952 
removed  the  restriction  on  distribution  of  filberts  in  the  domestic 
market  which  helped  someo 

The  official  growers  dell very- to-warhouse  prices  fixed  on  July  14, 
1951  reraained  in  effect  all  season.  On  July  2,  1952  the  Ministries  of 
Commerce  and  Agriculture  announced  there  would  be  no  controls  on  the 
domestic  sales  hereafter.  This  will  facilitate  deals  for  the  domestic  • 
market.  The  last  official  prices  for  export  on  the  1951  crop  were 
fixed  on  May  13,  1952,  on  the  basis  of  $72  per  220  pounds  for  shelled 
and  $34*50  for  unshelled,  all  f,o,b,  Spanish  ports.  The  basic  exchange 
rate  is  21,90  pesetas  per  dollar. 


'Hie  prospects  for  the  1952-53  export  season  are  generally  thought 
to  be  very  favorable  by  trade  and  other  sources.  The  complete  regulations 
covering  the  1952-53  season* s  exports  have  not  yet  been  received;  however, 
there  are  indications  that  every  effort  is  being  made  by  the  authorities 
to  facilitate  exports  and  to  make  every  effort  to  export  the  entire 
exportable  surplus.  Growers  are,  for  example,  being  encouraged  by  a 
small  cash  bonus  to  deliver  their  filberts  to  the  warehouses  for  export 
purposes  prior  to  November  30,  1952,  In  addition,  growers  will  receive  a 
receipt  for  all  filberts  delivered  to  exporters'  warehouses  which  are 
intended  for  exports  up  to  August  1,  1953,  At  the  close  of  the  season 
growers  arc  to  present  their  receipts  to  the  Almond-Filbert  Commission 
who  will  distribute  on  a  prorate  basis  funds  made  available  to  the 
Commission,  The  amount  of  such  an  additional  payment  is  not  known  at 
this  time. 

Exporters  will  be  permitted  to  sell  30  percent  of. the  foreign  ex¬ 
change  at  the  government  controlled  free  exchange  market  which  at 
present  is  39.64  pesetas  per  dollar  and  the  balance  at  the  21,90  peseta 
rate,  'Hiis  averages  about  27,22  pesetas  per  United  States  dollar. 
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Exporters  are  optimistic  over  export  prospects  because  of  the  poor 
crops  elsewhere  in  the  Mediterranean  and  the  high  prices  indicated  for 
new-crop  in  competing  countries.  The  trade  expects  to  due  a  sizeable 
business  with  Germany,  This  expectation  is  based  on  early ^ inquiries ^ 
from  Germany,  The  United  Kingdom,  although  on  an  import  ^license 
is  also  expected  to  be  an  important  outlet  for  Spanish  filberts.  The 
possibilities  of  exports  to  the  United  States  are  not  considered  bright 
due  primarily  to  a  record  large  crop  in  this  country,  and  possibly 
import  controls.  Generally,  as  the  new  season  starts  exporters  believe 
with  reasonable  luck  the  entire  new-crop  and  carry-over  will  be  sold 
this  season.  The  new  export  prices  are  anxiously,  awaited  by  all  concerned. 

Turkey;  The  1952  forecast  for  filbert  production  in  Turkey  has-been 

revised  upward  to  72,600  short  tons,  which  if  it  materializes  wil 
be  an  exceptionally  large  one  considering  the  fact  that  it  follows  a 
near-record  the  previous  year.  The  1951  harvest  was  91,000  short  tons 
and  the  1950  was  only  23,000  tons.  The  present  forecast  exceeds  the 
10-year  (1941-50)  average  of  57,600  tons  by  26  percent  and  the  5-year 
(1946-50)  average  of  65,500  tons  by  11  percent. 

Growing  conditions  reported  good  in  the  July  report  have  continued 
to  harvest.  The  usual  storms  appear  to  have  caused  much  less  of  a  drop 
than  expected  and  the  efforts  to  control  the  weevil  Balaninu^  I^icum 
have  also  been  somewhat  more  successful  than  at  first  thought,  The^  ^ 
original  ideas  of  a  large  crop  in  the  eastern  end  of  the  zone  and  light  in 
the  west  have  been  borne  out.  Giresun  is  reported  to  have  about  33,000 
tons,  unshelled,  and  Trabazon  about  22,000  tons.  The  present  forecast 
came  as  a  complete  surprise  to  the  Turkish  trade  and  to  interested 
parties  abroad  as  it  was  generally  believed  a  smaller  harvest  than  the 
present  forecast  was  to  be  expected.  The  effect  on  the  market  outlook 
was  immediately  noted.  The  drying  weather  has  been  good  and  the  quality 
is  also  reported  very  good. 

As  the  1951-52  season  came  to  a  close,  stocks  remaining  from  the 
1951  harvest  totaled  around  16,000  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  or  18  ^ 
percent  of  the  harvest  compared  with  700  tons  or  3  percent  a  year  earlier. 
It  is  reported  that  practically  all  of  this  tonnage  is  held  by  the  Union 
of  Filbert  Growers  Cooperative,  It  is  reported  that  at  present  the 
Cooperative  intends  to  hold  these  old-crop  nuts  until  new-crop  are  sold. 

The  1951-52  export  season  apparently  has  turned  out  considerably 
better  than  the  preliminary  figures  of  last  May  indicated.  According 
to  the  best  available  statistics,  33,000  short  tons  of  kernels  were 
exported  from  September  1,  1951  to  July  31,  1952  which  is  the  equivalent 
of  about  72,600  short  tons  unshelled.  In  addition  about  1,700  tons  01 
unshelled  were  exported.  The  combined  exports  total  74,300  short  tons, 
unshelled  basis,  or  82  percent  of  the  1951  harvest,  A  year  earlier 
exports  totaled,  on  an  unshelled  basis,  only  20,700  short  tons. 

The  principal  destination  for  the  1951-52  exports  were  Germany  with 
14,850  short  tons  of  kernels,  the  United  Kingdom  with  6,820  tons,  Fr^ce 
2,200  tons  and  the  United  States  with  2,200  tons.  Italy  just  recently 
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purchased  330  short  tons  of  kernels  which  cano  ns  a  surprise  to  Turkish 
exporters.  The  price  of  Turkish  kernels  was  more  attractive  to  Northern 
Italian  buyers  than  those  prevailing  in  Italy, 

The  1952-53  season  marketing  plans  were  completely  upset  by  the 
recent  realization  that  a  crop  42  percent  larger  than  expected  had  to 
b<j  sold.  Early  season  business  on  a  limited  scale  had  been  booked  at 
$80  to  $83  c,f,  for  shelled  depending  on  quality.  When  the  large  crop 
information  reached  Istanbul  prices  immediately  droped  to  $77  September 
shipment  and  $76  for  October,  The  Turkish  government  on  August  7  had 
fixed  a  miniiaim  e^q^ort  price  of  about  $75  f.o,b,  per  220  pounds,  Turkish 
ports,  Ihe  liinistry  of  Economy  and  Commerce  promised  growers  this  prico 
would  remain  in  effect  to  February  1,  1953.  It  would  appear  that  the 
September/October  prices  above  on  c.f,  basis  already  are  below  the 
guaranteed  price  minimum.  Sales  in  view  of  the  confused  state  of  the 
foreign  filbert  market  are  surprisingly  large.  It  is  reported  4^400 
short  tons  of  kernels  have  already  been  sold  to  German  buyers,  and 
1,100  tons  to  other  countries  in  Western  JJurope,  such  as  Belgium, 
Switzerland  and  the  Netherlands,  No  sales  to  the  United  States  have 
been  reported  so  far  this  season. 

Exporters  appear  to  bo  optimistic  but  at  the  same  time  worried 
about  the  whole  deal.  They  believe  that  Germany  will  purchase  11,000 
tons  of  kernels  or  more  aixd  that  the  United  Kingdom  will  also  purchase 
something  like  a  normal  supply.  They  are  worried  about  the  large 
carry-over  and  the  possibility  that  they  will  be  dumped  on  the  market 
at  a  discount  although  they  have  been  given  assurances  that  this  will 
not  be  done.,  Tliey  are  also  worried  about  the  fixed  miniiaum  prices. 

They  are  aware  of  the  short  crops  and  high  prices  elsewhere  in  the 
Mediterranean  but  luihappy  at  the  possible  restrictive  action  on  imports 
in  the  United  States,  As  matters  stand  at  this  writing  they  believe  that 
if  the  old-crop  nuts  are  hold  off  the  market  they  can  sell  the  now-crop 
by  spring  and  then  start  on  the  old, — by  Walter  R,  Schreiber. 


UNITED  STATES;  Imports,  for  consumption,  of  shelled  and  unshelled  filberts 

(Crop  year,  September-August) 


Year 

Italy 

Spain 

Turkey 

other 

countries 

Total 

! 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons;  Short  tons;  Short  tons 

Average; 

1941-42/1950-51 

112 

197 

SHELLED 

2,261 

37 

*2,607 

1946-47/1950-51 

189 

44 

3,063 

37 

3,333 

Annual; 

1946-47 

133 

1 

4,921 

5 

5,060 

1947-48 

39 

0 

2,398 

11 

2,448 

1948-49 

43 

0 

3,623 

30 

3,696 

1949-50 

43 

113 

3,082 

60 

3,298 

1950-51 

689 

103 

1,292 

79 

2,163 

1951-52  y 

289 

95 

2,947 

33 

3,364 

Average; 

1941-42/1950-51 

203 

31 

UNSHELLED 

1 

0 

235 

1946-47/1950-51 

334 

U 

0 

0 

348 

Annual; 

1946/47 

1,600 

69 

0 

0 

1,669 

1947-48 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1948-49 

44 

0 

0 

0 

44 

1949-50 

24 

0 

0 

0 

24 

1950-51 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1951-52  1/ 

. . 92. 

0 

0 

0 

92 

y  10  months,  September  through  June. 


UNITED  STATES;  Exports  of  filberts  for  consumption  y 
(Crop  year,  September-August) 


Year 

Canada 

Cuba 

Mexico 

Other 

Total 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons' 

Average: 

1946^47/1950-51 

47 

187 

9 

62 

305 

Annual; 

1946-47 

45 

158 

12 

75 

290 

1947-48 

155 

145 

28 

138 

466 

1948-49 

4 

162 

1 

27 

194 

1949-50 

6 

188 

0 

42 

236 

1950-51 

27 

280 

5 

25 

337 

1951-52  t/ , 

2 

3-25 

1 

22 

352 

y  Unclassified  as  to  shelled  and  unshelled.  Included  in  "other"  nuts  before 


1943. 

2/  10  months,  September  through  June, 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census, 


FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 


OFFICE  OF  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  RELATIONS 
UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
WASHINGTON,  D.C. 


FN  11-52  ’  Scptombcr  22,-  1952 

lEDITERRAIIEAIJ  BASIII  AMO!®  FORECAST  SECOND  lARGEST  ON  RECORD 

The  1952  preliminary  forecast  of  shelled  almond  production  in  the 
leading  foreign  producing  countries  has  been  revised  upx^rard  to  92,000 
short  tons,  copipared  with  66,600  tons  (revised)  in  1951  ahd  98,700 
tons  in  1950*  The  present  forecast  exceeds  the  lO-^-^ear  (1914-1-50) 
average  of  68,100  tons  by  35  percent  and  the  5-year  (19I46-50)  average 
of  72,700  tons  by  27  percent,-  This  year*s  production  vras  exceeded  only 
by  that  of  1950o 

The  large  Italian  and  Spanish  amps  are  the  reason  for  tliis 
near-record  crop,  as-  these  2  countries  together  have  more  almonds 
this  year  than  the  entire  Mediterranean  Basin  had  last,  year*  The 
Spanish  crop  is  turning  out  to  be  much  larger  than  indicated  earlier 
this  season  while  the  Italian  forecast  is  dovni  slightly*  The 
Portuguese  crop  is  up  slightly  as  is  that  in  France,  The  French 
Moroccan  crop  is  do>jn  slightly  from  the  June  forecast  and  Iran  remains 
unchanged.  The  United  States  forecast  remains  unchanged  at  35^300 
short  tons,  unshclled  basis. 

Growing  conditions  generally  have  been  ver'/  satisfactory,''  in  the 
Mediterranean  Basin  -all  season,  although  nearly  all  countries  had.  some 
minor  frost  or  other  damage,  Italy  and  Spain  also  had  an  exceptionally 
hot  summer.  As  harvest  started  in  all  countries  it  was  di-scovered  that 
the  damage  from  weather  was  m.uch  less  than  had  at  first  been  expected 
and  the  second  largest  crop  on  record  was  at  hand. 

The  remaining  stocks  of  the  1951  harvest  almonds  ijn  the  Moditorr-anean 
Basin  as  the  1951-52  season  carae  to  a  close  ■.rere  greatly  reduced  from 
those  on  hand  in  Juno,  It  is  now  estimated  that  not  more  than  6,700  . 
tons  remain,  compared  with  8,300  tons  a  year  ago  at  the  same  time.  The 
present  stock  figure  represents  10  percent  of  the  1951.  harvest  com.pared 
x-Tith  8  percent  a  year  ea.rlicr,  Spain  is  eetijiicatcd  to  have  lx, 900  tons  of 
the  total j  hox-jever,  recent  reports  from  leading  foreign  iraporting 
countries  indicate  that  most  of  this  tonnage  has  been  sold  mid  will  bo 
shipped  at  an  early  date,  Italy  is  cstim.atcd  to  have  not  over  l,li.00 
tons  and  Franco  and  Portugal  200  tons  each. 
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AMOMDS,  SHELLED:  Estiiiiatcd  corancrcial  production  in  specified 
countries,  1952  with  comparisons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


: 


Year 

• 

Franco:  ^^ench 
j Morocco 

• 

• 

Iran 

Italy 

: 

Portugal:  Spain 

• 

• 

: 

. 

Foreign 

totril 

'  United 
States 
uns^Uod 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short  :  ^hort 

Short 

Short 

tons:  tons 

tons 

tons 

tons  :  tons 

tons 

tons 

Average  t 

» 

1 

■ 

\ 

X 

X 

% 

19!il-50 

800 

2,300 

6,U00 

31,800 

•  • 

2,500:  2U,300:  68,100 

32,600 

19^6-50 

900 

2,900 

7,100 

35,U00 

• 

3,Ii00:  23,000 

o 

o 

1;0,100 

i 

/uinual : 

« 

• 

• 

' 

19ii6 

700 

2,]|00 

7,700 

33,000 

• 

3,700:  21;, 200 

71,700 

U7,200 

19U7 

1,000 

1,200 

6,000 

U6,200 

• 

1,100:  22,0001 

77,500 

35,700 

19U8 

liloo 

3,300 

7,000 

18,7001 

«  4 

2,900:  21,000:  5U,000 

36,500 

19U9 

300 

3,300 

» 

7,700 

2U,300 

• 

i;,200:  21,900 

h 

61,700:  1;3,300 

1950 

1,600 

3,900 

i 

7,100 

55,000 

• 

5,300:  25,8001 

• 

98,700:  37,700 

1951  2j 

600 

• 

3,500  :  7,700 

25,300 

«  ♦ 

y  3,U00;  26,100:]/  66, 600 < 

1;2,700 

1952  1/  2j 

900 

\ 

2,600 

6,900 

1^7,0001 

•  • 

1;,600  :  30,000  :  92,000 

35,300 

V  Revised* 

Preliminary-^* 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations*  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis 
of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,,  results  of  office  research,  trade 
and  other  information* 
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The  1951-52  export  season  came  to  a  close  with  an  cstjjnatcd  50,700 
short  tons  of  shelled  almonds  being  exported  or  76  percent  of  the  1951 
harvest,  compared  with  78,000  tons  or  79  percent  a  earlier.  The 

1951-52  exports  while  not  setting  any  records  must  nevertheless  bo 
considered  a  good  season  in  view  of  the  various  obstacles,  such  as  high 
prices,  and  import  restrictions^  which  faced  the  trade  during  the  yearo 
Italy  and  Spain  exported  over  18,000  tons  each  and  Iran  prooably  sot  a 
record  for  that  country  with  6,800  tons.  The  bulk  of  foreign  exports 
wore  to  Western  European  countries,  primarily  Germany,  France  and  the 
United  Kingdom,  The  smaller  Western  European  countries  also  received 
a  good  tonnage.  The  Soviet  Union,  for  the  fj.rst  tine,  purchased  a  fair 
volume  in  Ital^/-,  x-xhich  in  some*  quarters  is  believed  to  have  been 
primarily  for  political  reasons.  The  United  States  imports  of  foreign 
shelled  almonds  were  considerably  less  than  the  previous  season.  This 
was  due  to  a  large  domestic  crop,  substantial  carry-over  of  foreign 
almonds  imported  during  the  1950-51  season  and  for  various  other 
reasons.  The  quota  placed  on  imports  of  almonds  into  the  United 
States  wa.s  not  rca.chcd. 


The  1952-53  season  abroad  is  stai’ting  slowly  and  x-7ithout  too 
much  optimism  as  to  its  outcome.  The  largo  supply  of  both  almonds 
and  filberts  available  tliis  season  and  reports  of  a  good  size  X7a]uut 
crop  abroad  generally  is  ecu  sing  concern  by  most  exporters  as  to  x-rhere 
all  these  nuts  xrill  be  sold  and  at  x/hat  price.  The  British  maikct, 
nomally  one  of  the  most  important,  xxill  be  greatly  reduced  due  to 
the  import  restrictions  now  in  effect,  France  also  is  tiglitening  up 
on  imports  of  tree-nuts  but  probably'"  x-jill  sx^itch  most  of  its  buying  to 
Spain  and  French  Morocco  because  of  present  i\,strictions  on  bxiying  in 
OEEC  countries,  Germany  X7ill  no  doubt  bo  the  principal  buyer  of  nuts 
in  the  Mediterranean  Basin  this  yean  but  oven. if  that  coxontry  boxrght 
its  normal  jjrex7ar  requirements,  xihich  xinder  present  conditions  is 
improbable,  huge  quantities  x-rould  still  be  left.  The  smaller  Exii'opoan 
coxmtrios  are  expected  to  purchase  more  or  less  normal  sup.p.liGs»4  The 
United  States  probably  vjill  have  som.G  tyfxe  of  import  restrictions  on 
almonds  and  filberts.  The  United  States  filbert  crop  is  the  largest 
on  record  and  the  almond  crop,  x-rhile  not  a  record,  together  xiith  the 
carry-over  from  1951  X7ill  probably  bo  ampl'^  to  take  care  of  most  United 
States  needs.  There  will  no  doubt  be  some  imported  Vut  they  X7ill  be 
mostly  types  and  sizes  not  in  sufficient  supply,  Tlxo  volume  no  doubt 
xjill  be  sm.all. 


The  1952-53  season  abroad  is  facing  another  difficult  problem  in 
that  last  year  xihon  su.pplies  veero  doxni,  prices  x;ci-o  high  and  ixost 
groxfers  in  the  Mediterranean  believe  thex"  should  bo  kept  at  that 
level  this  year.  In  Italy  and  Spain  the  hot  sxmuior  reduced  the  cash 
crops  such  as  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  uhiich  noriiially  keep  groxvors 
in  cash  xintil  fall.  At  first  these  grox-xers  believed  thal  since  they 
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roccivod  much  lees  I’oturns  from  siach  crojjs,  they  shouJ.d  get  more  for 
almonds  and  filberts,  and  consequently  hold  for  higher  prices  than 
exporters  were  in  a  position  to  grant*  The  Imowledgc  that  a  large 
Turkish  filbert  crop  is  now  expected  and  that  the  almond  crop  x?ould 
be  the  second  longest  on  record  slowly  reached  growers  and  oven  more 
slowly  is  changing  their  ideas  on  prices#  As  the  season  opened,  ex¬ 
porters  generally  wore  faced  with  prices  which  they  knew  foreign 
buyers  XTOuld  not  bo  willing  to  pay.  The  first  brcaJc  in  prices  crjne 
in  Turkey  when  filbert  kernels  dropped  from  $3  to  p'cr  220  pounds# 
This  was  followed  b3^  a  drop  in  Italian  filboi't  prices  and  a  gradual 
decline  in  Italian  almonds#  The  official  Spanish  almond  prices  have 
not  been  received  as  this  is  Xiirittcn  but  exporters  have  already  in¬ 
dicated  thej’-  could  do  business  at  figures  below  those  of  last  ^rcair  and 
inquiries ’arc  being  rccoivodo  The  Syjanish  are  expected  to  be  nuch 
freer  this  season  from  controls  than  has  been  the  case  in  recent 
years  and  it  is  gcncraDl^^  believed  Spanish  exporters  will  be  in  a 
better  coiiipetitivc  position* 

There  is  expected  to  be  a  strong  fight  for  the  avai.lablc  markets 
betTrocn  Italian  and  Spanish  exporters  this  season  which,  in  view  of 
present  circurnstanccs,  can  only  m..,an  competition  on  a  basis  of  price# 

It  appears  that  this  season's  export  movement  and  price  structures  xlll 
not  bo  clear  for  some  time  and  that  insofar  as  European  buju-rs  are 
concerned,  it  should  be  a  buyer's  market#  If  the  United  Kingdom  and 
France  change  their  policies  the  situa.tion  coxild  be  changed  to  a 
more  promising  one# 

France »  The  195^2  preliminaiy  forecast  of  shelled  almond  production  in 
France  has  been  revised  to  900  short  tons,  compared  with  600 
tons  in  19^51  and  1,600  tons  in  193"0#  The  present  forecast  is  slightly 
larger  than  the  10-year  (l9hl-,'50)  average  but  equal  to  the  9-yexar 
(l9it6-90)  average#  Grovlng  conditions  have  been  favorable  all  season 
and  harvesting  started  about  2  x^eks  earlier  than  usual#  The  quality  is 
reported  Ycry  good* 

As  the  19^2-93  season  started  there  x^ere  an  cstima-bed  200  short 
tons  from  the  19?1  Mediterranean  harvest  on  hand  in  all  of  France#  The 
entire  quantity/-  x.’as  imported  almonds  as  the  domestic  nxits  had  long  since 
been  sold  and  consumed# 

France,  alt'nough  producing  some  almonds  domestically,  is  normally 
an  important  not  importer#  During  the  1931-52  season  to  August  1,  1952 
a  total  of  9,)-i52  shoiix  tons  of  shelled  nuts  were  imported,  cox.pared  with 
9,269  tons  for  the  same  period  a  3’car  earlier#  During  the  1951-52 
season  France  oxiDortcd  6ii0  short  tons  xrhich  left  a  not  apparent  con- 
sxnnption  of  8,812  tons#  Germary  xras  the  destination  for  ,320  tons  of  the 
exports# 

Imports  into  Franco  xrcrc  as  folloxTs:  Italy  14,193  short  tons, 

Spain  2,791  tons,  Portxxgal  70I4  tons  and  French  Morocco  615  tons,  with 
the  balance  from  various  minor  producing  areas#  During  the  season  just 


closed  there  was  a  considerable  shift  in  source  of  imports;  Italy  during 
the  l^E'O-^l  season,  had  provided  shoii-  tons  and  Spain  only  980  tons* 

The  reduction  in  iriports  from  Italy  during  the  1951-52  season  vras  the 
result  of  the  French  government  banning  iiports  from  OlilEC  countries,  at 
the  end  of  Januarj^  1952*  A  licensing  system  for  such  iraports  was  set 
up  in  May  which  made  possible  some  irports  from  Italy*  However,  French 
'importers  now  are  not  optimistic  about  their  chances  to  buy  in  Italj'-  in 
anyt-hing  lil^e  normal  needs,  as  it  is  now  believed  the  French  government 
wili.  permit  only  about  hO  percent  of  the  normal  purchases  in  OEEC 
countries* 

The  Trade  in  general  is  not  jaloased  at  the  prospects  for  the 
1952-53  season*  The  domestic  crop,  while  up  from  that  of  1951,  TfriLll 
supply  but  a  small  percent  of  the  home  necdso  No  doubt  the  domestic 
crop  Tvill  be  sold  quickly  and  then  the  scramble  for  imports  wi.ll 
commence*  A  few  new- crops  have  been  ixrportcd  from  North  Ai.'rica  already, 
but  dealers  were  dissatisfied  with  quality©  The  license  system  on 
Italian  nuts  is  expected  to  restrict  iports  from.  Italy  aJ.though 
Italian  prices  are  expected  to  be  low  and  quality  very  good*  Dealers 
point  out  that  Bari  almonds  arc  already  offered  at  a  sizable  reduction 
from,  last  year's  prices  but  they  are  unable  to  trice  full  advantage  of 
the  offers  because  of  the  restrictions* 

In  general,  iporters  now  believe  that  they  must  buy  Spanish 
almonds  "Hhich  they  fear  will  be  higher-priced  than  Italian*  They 
report  that  their  customers  arc  unwilling  to  buy  or  place  future 
orders  now  because  of  the  deflationary  measures  which  the  French 
government  is  at  present  engaged  in  and  xdiich  will  hit  "liixuiy" 
itemiS  first*  At  this  time  importers  generally  expect  a  poor  yeair  in 
almonds  unless  some  relief  is  granted  by  the  liberalization  of  the 
license  system  and  supplies  of  alm.onds  for  the  Christmas  trade  are 
expected  to  bo  small.  Prices  for  ncw-crop,  domestic  and  iraported,  have 
not  yet  been  fixed  but  generally  are  expected  to  be  below  those  of 
old- crop  quoted  in  July* 

French  Morocco?  The  1952  preliminary  forecast  of  shelled  alm.ond  pro¬ 
duction  in  French  Morocco  has  been  revised  doxmward 
to  2,600  short  tons,  compared  i-iith  3,500  tons  in  1951  ond  3,900  tons 
in  1950*  The  forecast  exceeds  the  10-ycar  (I9I4I-50)  average  of 
2,300  tons  by  13  percent  and  is  about  10  percent  below  the  5-ycar 
(19U6-50)  average  of  2,900  tons* 

Groxjing  conditions  this  season  were  mostly  unsatisfactory  in  much, 
of  the  almond  producing  area*  The  crop  in  some  disi.ricts  has  been  late 
in  maturing  and  harvest  generally  has  been  ddlayed*  The  qualitjr  of 
those  nuts  hai-vosted  to  date  is  reported  poor*  According  to  available 
statistics  there  were  67,900  hectares  of  almond  trees  containing 
10,197,000  trees  during  1951  (about  167,700  acres)*  These  statistics 
include  both  bearing  and  nonboaring*  They  are  sonic.what  misleading  as 
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they  ropresont  both  closoly-plantcd  areas  rnd  scattered  a.reas*  The  bulk 
of  tho  almond  trees  arc  ovmcd  by  native  growers*  European  groirors  are 
reported  to  have  only  ^32,000  trees  of  all  ages# 

On  September  1,  19^2  there  were  no  old-crop  almonds  available  in 
the  hands  of  cxi^ortcrs  and  only  a.  yctj  insignificant  quantity'-  in  re¬ 
tailers*  hands#  Now-crop  nuts  arriving  were  also  in  vc3:7,r  small 
supply. 


The  1951-52  export  season  closed  Xirith  an  estimated  2} 900  tons  ex¬ 
ported  companod  with  3f'^93  tons  a  yean  earlier#  The  principal  destination 
for  the  1951-52  exp'Orts  was  Germany  followed  by  France  and  French 
Territories#  A  fexr  were  reported  cxi^ortcd  to  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Brazil#  Domestic  consumption  was  estimated  to  have  been  around  600 
tons#  According  to  some  trade  sources,  domestic  consumption  is  gradually 
increasing# 


Tho  outlook  for  the  1952-53  export  season  is  reported  to  be  none 
too  oncoxiraging  by  some  members  of  the  trade.  It  is  pointed  out  that 
early  arrivals  on  the  market  indicate  the  crop  is  small  and  of  poor 
quality#  The  crop  olsex-rherc  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin  is  very  large 
and  prices  arc  low  companed  to  those  currently  quoted  Dn  Morocco#  The 
domestic  consuraers  arc  expected  to  require  some  800  tons  during  the 
1952-53  season  which  Trill  furtlicr  reduce  quantities  available  for  ex¬ 
port#  There  have  been  relatively  few  inquiries  from  Foreign  buyers  so 
far  this  season  and  in  most  instances  they  have  indicated  unxjillingncss 
to  pay  Moroccan  prices  when  Itaiian  goods  x-rcre  so  much  cheaper#  In 
addition  tho  United  Kingdoiii  has  placed  import  restrictions  on  nuts  and 
Germany  is  expected  to  fill  most  of  its  needs  in  Italy  and  Spain#  The 
United  States  to  date  is  not  shoxring  any  interest  in  Moroccan  almonds 
and  probably'-  xjill  not  dxiring  tho  season# 

Tho  bxiUa  of  Moroccan  almond  exports  during  the  1952-53  season  are 
expected  to  go  to  France  because  of  that  country's  restrictions  on 
OEEC  coxmtr^^  purchases#  A  small  quantity  of  nox-j-crop  nuts  has  alreac^^ 
been  shipped  to  MarscilDc  but  the  deal  has  not  been  very  attractive  to 
tho  cDcportors  in  Morocco#  It  is  reported  domestic  markets  in  Morocco 
arc  willing  to  pay  more  than  French  importers#  One  offer  x^as  made  a.t 
$80  c#f#  Noxj  York  per  220  pounds  but  no  business  resulted,  probably 
because  of  more  attractive  Italian  prices# 

Iran:  The  1952  prclir.iinarj’’  forecast  of  shelled  almond  production  in 
Iran  is  6,900  short  tons  compared  X'jith  7^700  tons  in  1951  s,nd 
7,100  tons  in  1950#  The  forecast  exceeds  the  lO-ycar  (l9lil-5o)  average 
of  6,14.00  tons  by  8  percent  but  is  about  3  percent  beloxT  tho  5-yca-r 
(l9i4/>-50)  average  of  7 >100  tons#  It  is  the  smallest  since  19k7» 

Tho  1951-52  season  closed  last  month  x.'ith  no  remaining  stocks  avail¬ 
able  for  export,  as  the  foxij  nxits  remaining  from  the  1951  harvest  x-rorc  in 
the  retailors’  hands#  A  year  ago  the  season  ended  with  an  estimated 
1,800  tons  (revised)  remaining# 


The  1951-^2  export  season,  despite  its  various  vicissitudes,  come 
to  a  close  mth  an  estimated  6,800  tons,  shelled  basD.s,  having:  been 
shipoed  to  foreign  countrieso  This  total  represents  about  88  percent 
of  tiie  harvest*  It  is  estimated  that  about  90  percent  of  the  exports 
xiorc  shelled  and  the  balance  unshclled*  The  final  export  data  for 
±<^^0-^1  shows  only  3,06?  tons,  shelJ.ed  basis,  to  have  been  cxpor^^cd 
that  season*  During  the  season  just  closed  India  purchased  over  3^000 
tons,  Pakistan  1,600  tons  and  the  Soviet  Union  1,700  tons*  The  balance 
of  the  exports  were  to  11  other  countries,  the  largest  parcel  going  to 
Germany  (8?  8  tons )  * 


The  19^2-,^3  export  season  has  not  yet  started  in  sTifficiont  volume 
to  indicate  a  trend*  Mew-crop  nuts  arc  scarce^ and  no  old-crop  remain. 
The  Tra.dc  generally  vi.cws  the  present  season  with  misgivings,^  lau  ge_y 
because  of  large  crops  elsewhere,  the  prices  of  which  are  highly^com- 
petitivc  and  also  the  continued  political  unrest  in  some  parts  of  the 
world*  Generally  it  is  believed  the  now  season's  exj^orts  will  apprOt.*ch 
normal  tonnages*  At  present  purely  nominal  prices  f  eO«b*  JChorr^ashalir 
arc  around  70  cents  per  2.2  pounds  with  no  business  at  this  basis ^ so 
far  reported.  It  is  belicve*d  the  Mcar  Eastern  countries  will  again  be 
the  priicipal  outlet  Tjith  a  few  parcels  going  to  Western  Eirope* 


Italy:  The  19^2  prcliminar'y  forecast  of  shelled  almond  production^  in^ 
Italy  is  1^7,000  short  tons  (revised)  comp.ared  with  2^,300  tons 
in  19!^1  and  “tons  in  1950.  The  forecast  exceeds  the  10-year 

(I9I.I-50)  average  of  31,800  tons  by  48  percent  and  the  5-yoar  (1946-50)^ 
avc.ragc  of  35,li6o  tons  by  33  percent.  Production  in  the  _ Bari  district  is 
forcco-st*  o.’t  33^000  short  tons  ccinpcirod  ".litn  tons  in  The 

forecast  for  Sicily  is  ll|,000  short  tons  (revised)  compared  with  12,100 

tons  in  195l« 


Grovdng  conditions  generally  up  to  June  throughout  Italy  have  been 
favorable  for  a  large  crop*  In  the  Bari  district  the  cold  weather ^ of 
December— Januar3''-Fcbrua^ry  delayed  blossoming  and  thus  avoid.cd  poso-uolc 
frost  damage.  Ample  moisture  is  reported  and  in  view  of  tlie  verj'-  small 
crop  of  la.st  year  a  large  one  was  due  in  1952*  It  is  reported  that  the 
quality  is  very  good  and  there  tTill  be  a  heayj’’  porcenta^ge  of  small 
bar— typo  almonds*  In  Sicilj'"  the  weather  ha,s  been  less  sa.tisf a=.ctory e 
During  the  blossoming  period  a  j?ew  regions  e^qaerionced  a  little  xrost 
dama.ge«  The  summer  was  the  hottest  in  50  3U.;ars,  according  to  growers, 
and  resulted  in  more  than  normcLl  drop  and  consequent  reduction  in  the 
forecast*  Sizes  in  Sicilia  may  be  a  little  larger  on  the  average  than 
last  year* 

As  the  1951“52  marketing  year  cmtie  to  a  close  it  was  estimated 
onljr  1,14.00  short  tons  remained  from  the  1951  harvest  or  about  6  percent 
of  the  harvest*  Tliere  are  an  estimated  800  tons  in  the  Bari  district 
and  600  tons  in  Sicily*  A  7/ear  ago  at  this  time  an  estamated  3^800  tons 
or  7  percent  remained  from  the  1950  harvest.  Considering  the  relatively 
high  prices  d.uring  most  of  the  season  and  the  othen-iiso  disturbed  world 
market  this  small  carrj'-over  is  remarkable* 


r 
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The  19^1-^2  export  senson  came  to  a  cIogo  with  an  estimated  13,^00 
short  tons  of  shelled  siid  2,5^00  tons  of  unshcllcd  exported  to  foreign 
countries©  Germany  was  the  prrlncipal  destination  for  exports  followed 
by  the  United  Kingdom  and  Franco©  The  Soviet  Union  purchased  about 
lj800  tons©  The  exports  during  tlie  season  represented  about  76  percent 
of  the  19^1  harvest©  The  fjjial  figures  on  the  1990“^!  export  season 
arc  now  available©  The  all-time  record  was  set  during  that  season  :rith 
hi short  tons  of  shelled  and  U^638  tons  of  unshelled© 


The  1992-53  export  season,  now  rnden'/ay^  is  facing  an  uncertain 
season  in  view  of  the  large  lioditerranoan  crop  and  the  recent  break  in 
the  Turkish  filbert  nr.rket©  Also  in  the  uncertain  column  are  the  continued 
•'austerity”  programs  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  France  and  the  possible 
restrictive  action  on  iitports  in  the  United  States*  The  Trade  generally 
is  hopeful  that  Germany  Tfjill  again  purchase  heavily  but  is  somewhat 
worried  about  the  Spanish  situation.  At  the  moment  it  is  feared  Spanish 
prices  xd.ll  be  very  competitive  and  some  of  the  German  and  other  Western 
European  business  will  find  Spanish  nuts  attractive©  Bari  exporters  are 
not  expecting  much  business  with  the  Soviet  Union  as  purchase  contracts 
offered  by  that  countia/-  generally  arc  not  acceptable  to  Bari  exporters© 


So  far  limited  inquiries  have  been  received  from  Gcirmany,  Sweden, 
Svdtzcrland  and  the  Netherlands,  vdth  few  actual  sales  effected©  There 
have  been  no  inquiries  reported  from  the  United.  States^  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Franco©  The  United  Sta.tes  was  a  poor  outlet  last  season 
and  at  this  time  is  not  expected  to  be  any  better  this  season  although 
this  situation  coxild  change  materially  if  prices  and  other  factors 
become  out  of  line©  The  usual  business  is  expected  with  Belgiuia,  Norway, 
India  and  other  smaller  but  important  markets©  It  is  reported  many  of 
the  foreign  buyers  are  holding  back  their  purchases  to  see  what  xdll 
happen  in  Spanish: landbltffliiap-.'priceso 


The  Italian  price  structure  for  nex^-crop  so  far  has  had  a  fevj 
fluctuations.  In  Hay  it  was  reported  one  offer  for  September-October 
shelled  almonds  was  reported  at  $6?  per  220  pounds  f©o*be  This  offer 
was  quickly  withdraxm©  The  prices  for  new-crop  then  were  quoted  at 
much  higher  figures©  When  the  size  of  the  Hediterranoan  crop  and 
especially  that  of  Italy  became  Icnovm  prices  quoted  began  to  slip©  This 
was  also  particully  due  to  market  prospect  appraisals©  The  question  x-iras 
where  would  all  the  almonds  be  sold  vjhen  various  import  restrictions 
were  being  imposed  in  the  principal  foreign  markets© 

On  September  1,  1952  the  quotations  for  Soptomber-October  shipment 
per  220  poxmds  f©o*b,  in  Bari  were  |7i<.  to  $76  compared  with  old-crop 
prompt  shipment  only  2  weeks  earlier  of  $80  to  $82©  The  higher  price 
for  old-crop  was  largely  due  to  the  scarcity  of  supplies©  It  is  re¬ 
ported  also  that  speculators  in  Bari  almonds  have  made  it  knovm  they 
might  be  interested  in  business  at  below  $7li  to  $76  for  later  shipment© 
They  arc  betting  on  a  di’op  in  prices  later  in  thb  season© 
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In  Sicily,  during  July  exporters  were  willing  to  accept  orders  for 
now-crop  September-October  shipment  220  pounds  f«o,b«  on  the  basis  PG 
aljiionds  $81# ^0  which  vjas  about  $7  to  $8  below  prompt  for  old-crop. 

Bar- type  old- crop  were  around  •$97*75  ^-t  that  time. 

On  September  1,  1952  noiJ-crop  September-October  shipment  were 
offered  by  Sicilian  exporters  at  around  $90  for  select  PG  in  boxes. 
Bar-t;^>pc  tier©  $86  in  bags.  There. are  no  1951  bar- type  left,  according 
to  latest  information.  The  Sicilian  prices  at  this  tine  are  higher 
than  Bani  but  it  is  generally  believed  vrill  fa,ll  into  line  in  the 
ver^’-  near  future*  The  Trade  believes  this  price  discrepancy  is  partially 
due  to  the  fact  tha.t  the  drought  reduced  incomes  from  other  crops  and 
growers  now  feel  they  should  got  a  bettor  price  for  almonds  and  filberts. 
It  is  believed  that  when  the  prices  being  rcceivod  by  Bari  growers  for 
almonds  finaily  roaches  Sicilian  growers  they  will  lovrer  their  prices  and 
Sicilian  exporters  wi].l  be  able  to  compote.  It  is  believed  the  same 
situation  prevails  in  Sicilian  filberts  but  that  in  this  case  it  is  the 
Turkish  and  Spanish  prices  iwhich  will  ha.ve  to  be  met* 

Portugal:  The  1952  preliminary  foreccist  of  shelled  almond  production 

in  Portugal  has  been  revj.scd  upward  to  l4.,600  short  tons, 
compared  w-ith  3,U00  tons  (revised)  in  1951  and  5,300  tons  in  1950*  The 
present  forecast  exceeds  the  10-ycar  (l9hl-50)  average  of  2,500  tons 
by  8I4.  percent  and  the  5-yoa.r  (19I4.6-50)  average  of  3,U00  tons  by  35 
percent.  This  yean  it  is  believed  Algarve  will  produce  3,800  tons 
compared  with  2,800  tons  revised  la.st  yoa.r.  The  forecast  for  Douro 
is  800  tons* 

The  present  growing  season  started  satisfactory^  but  near  the  end 
of  the  blossoming  period  hca\^'  rains  and  winds  were  believed  to  have 
caused  considerable  damage.  As  harvest  started  late  in  August  it  was 
found  that  the  damage  had  not  been  as  severe  as  at  first  thought  and 
both  the  size  of  the  crop  and  nuts  of  the  1952  harvest  were  larger* 

As  the  1951-52  season  closed  it  was  estimated  that  not  over  200 
short  tons  remained  in  r:ll  of  Portugal,  mostly  in  packers  hands.  A 
year  ago  at  the  same  time  it  was  estimated  about  8OO  tons  remained 
from  the  1950  harvest. 

The  1951-52  export  season  ended  with  exports  of  shelled  nuts 
totalling  about  3,500  short  tons  or  83  percent  of  the  1951  harvest 
and  carrya-over  from  the  previous  year.  The  exports  during  the  1950-51 
season  totalled  <5,765  short  tons.  Durin.g  the  season  just  closed,  the 
United  Kingdom  was  the  principa.l  destination  for  exports  :rith  1,035 
short  tons  followed  by."  Belgium  wuth  705  tons,  Fraiicc  557  tons  aaid 
Ireland  with  506  tons*  According  to  Portuguese  statistics,  the  United 
States  received  only  5  tons.  E:qaorts  were  made  to  about  20  other 
countries  in  small  lots.  There  W’’ere  also  exported  duming  the  year  6I8 
short  tons  of  unshcllcd  mostly  to  Brazil  and  Franco. 
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Portuguese  exporters  aro  the  most  optimistic  in  the  Mcditerrc?noan 
this  year,  even  though  a  ncai'-record  harvest  is  being  concluded#  They 
are  at  this  time  report-od  to  be  quoting  c#f#  European  ports  from  83  cents 
to  87  cents  per  2*2  pounds^  They  seem  to  feel  that  these  prices  will 
move  this  ycar*s  harvest*  It  is  doubtful  if  this  trdll  be  the  case  as 
prices  in  the  principal  producing  countries  aro  already  more  attractive* 

Spain;  The  19^2  preliminary'  forecast  of  shelled  almond  production  in 
Spain  has  been  revised  upward  to  30^000  short  tons  compared 
vrith  26,100  tons  in  1951  ond  25,800  tons  in  1950*  The  forecast  exceeds 
the  10«<year  (I9I4I-50)  average  of  2hf300  tons  by  23  percent  and  the 
5-yGar  (19U6-50)  average  of  23,000  tons  by  30  percent.  In  addition 
it  is  forecast  about  3,900  short  tons  of  mollarcs,  uiishelled  basis,  will 
be  harvested  compared  to  3,100  tons  in  1951  and  2,600  tons  in  1950. 

There  is  more  than  the  usual  difference  in  opinion  as  to  production  by 
areas  this  year*  On  the  basis  of  the  best  available  information,  at 
this  time  it  appears  that  the  distribution  VTill  be  about  as  follows: 
Malaga  7,100  tons,  Palma  8,200  tons,  Reus  6,600  tons  and  Valencia 
and  all  other  about  8,100  tons  mnlcing  30,000  tons  for  all  of  Spain© 

The  greatest  difference  of  opinion  as  to  production  exists  in 
Valencia  where  one  hears  both  higher  and  lower  figures* 

.  Gro^dng  conditions  aside  from  some  slight  frost  damage  have  been 
very  satisfactory,'-©  The  daimage  reported  caused  by  frost  in  the  Jme 
report,. lias  not  as  severe  as  at  first  thought#  There  vras  ample  soil 
moisture  to  carry  the  crop  and  the  hot  weather  which  prevailed  in  the 
Mediterranean  this  past  sumr.icr  did  but  lit-blc  dariagc  to  almonds  in 
Spain,  although  filberts  were  damaged*  The  quality  is  reported  to  bo 
bettor  than  average  and  ample  supplies  of  ell  sizes  seem  assured* 

As  the  1951-52  season  closed  it  was  estimated  about  U,900  short 
tons  remained  or  19  percent  of  the  1951  harvest#  It  vdll  be  recalled 
that  the  June  rcpoid  carried  an  estimate  of  8,000  tons  although  at  that 
time  there  were  rumors  circulating  indicating  that  only  3,000  tons 
remained  in  all  of  Sioain  at  that  time*  The  lower  figure  has  been 
proven  wrong  by  exports  made  during  the  past  3  months#  A  year  ago 
at  this  time  it  was  estimated  3,000  tons  or  12  percent  of  -the  195^ 
crop  remained*  The  present  stocks  carried  over  from  the  1951  harvest 
are  believed  to  be  distributed  about  as  follows:  Malaga  900  tons, 

Palma  1,100  tons,  Reus  1,300  tons  and  the  balance  arc  in  Valencia  and 
other  areas*  The  greatest  idffcrence  of  opinion  exists  over  stocks 
in  Malaga,  running  from  no  carry'-over  to  1,100  tons* 

On  the  basis  of  official  statistics  for  the  months  available  and 
export  licenses  for  tho' remainder  of  the  1951-52  season,  it  apixsars 
Spain  exported  about  18,356  short  tons  of  shelled  almonds  or  70  per¬ 
cent  of  the  1951  harvest#  In  addition  there  were  an  estimated  2,000 
tons  of  unshcllcd  exported  during  tho  season*  These  figures  arc  very 
close  to  the  totals  for  the  previous  season.  The  United  Kingdom  was 
the  principal  destination  with  an  estimated  6,228  short  tons  of  shollod 
and  unshclled  combinod*  The  other  countries  purchasing  heavily  in  the 
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order  of  their  tonn?.gcr  were  France j  Germany^  Bclgiijrii  and  Si-jitzerland# 

The  United  States  is  shox-jn  as  the  destination  for  956  tons.  The 
statistics  thus  far  available  indicate  only  I4.23  short  tons  were  actually 
exported  tb  the  Netherlands  during  the  first  9  months  of  the  season 
and  licenses  for  an  additiona.1  14.6  tons  after  that  date,  According  to 
non- Spanish  sources  practically  the  entire  present  carry-over  from  the 
1951  harvest  was  recently  sold  to  a  European  buyer  at  very  low  prices 
for  resale  to  another  country# 

The  1952-53  marketing  season  in  Spain  gives  promise  to  be  interesting 
Domestic  sales  have  been  freed  of  control  but  export ^prices  will  still 
be  controlled#  The  control  of  exports  x-^ill  be  sirriplified  and  growers 
will  receive  a  Ycxy  modest  bonus  for  delivery  prior  to  November  30j  1952 
and  a  possible  further  bonus  on  e^^^ortso  The  officia.1  export  prices 
have  not  yet  been  received  as  this  is  written;  however,  foreign  sources 
(non-Spanish)  have  indicated  that  unsclect  Valoncia.s  were  already  ofiered 
by  Spain  at  $73  per  220  pounds  f#o#b.  Those  same  non-Spanish  sources 
seem  to  feel  that  the  new  official  export  prices  will  be  ver^'  competitive 
to  the  Italians  which  in  view  of  the  large  Italian  crop  will  be  necessary 
to  move  Spanish, 

The  available  foreign  markets  this  season  are  going  to  be  limited 
in  view  of  restricted  purchases  by  the  United  Kingdom,  i ranee  and 
probably  the  United  States#  The  large  supply  of  filberts  in  Turlcey 
will  also  have  some  effect  on  the  outlook  for  almonds#  It  is  reported 
that  considerable  inquiiles  have  been  received  from  European  buyers, 
mostly  the  smaller  countries.  No  business  can  bo  closed,  however, 
until  the  official  c:q)ort  prices  become  available.  It  appears  that  some 
almonds  may  be  exported  for  eventuail  resale  to  third  countries,  a 
practice  which  seems  to  bo  gaining  momentum  in  the  Moditerranean 
Basin#—  By  W,  R,  Schreibor# 
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UNITED  STATES:  Imports  for  consiiiTii:)tion  of  shelled  and  uiisholled  almonds 

(Crop  year,  Soptembor-Augnst) 


Year 

t 

French 

.Morocco 

» 

• 

» 

1  Italy 

• 

» 

Portugal 

• 

:  Spain 

% 

• 

Other 

countrie 

• 

: 

2  : 

Total 

:  Short 

Short 

Short 

:  Short 

Short 

• 

• 

Short 

:  tons 

:  tons 

tons 

:  tons 

tons 

• 

• 

tons 

Averages: 

» 

1 

SHELIED 

i9lil-ii2/l950-5l 

:  25 

f  1,772 

i;69 

:  2,660 

11;5 

• 

• 

5,071 

19U6-li7/l950.5l  *  36 

3,2l;l 

109 

:  887 

35 

• 

• 

1;,308 

4 

Annual : 

1  1 

• 

« 

• 

• 

• 

i 

T9IICT7 

31; 

2,051; 

187 

950 

76 

• 

• 

3,301 

19U7-U8 

27  :  4,179 

98 

:  1,805 

26 

: 

6,135 

19U8-U9 

0 

1;,370 

206 

:  255 

1;7 

♦ 

• 

1;,378 

19U9-50 

U1 

695 

10 

:  1 

2/ 

: 

7h7 

1950-51 

73 

U,908 

1;3 

:  1,1;23 

25 

t 

6,h77 

1951-52  y 

i;7 

5U1; 

6 

:  797 

96 

• 

• 

l,k90 

UNSITE  LIED 

Averages:  : 

19U1-U2/1950-51 

0 

2 

ri. 

:  111; 

1 

• 

120 

19li6-li7/l950-5l 

0 

5 

0 

:  56 

1 

• 

• 

62 

< 

Annual: 

» 

» 

» 

•  \ 

• 

• 

i 

• 

• 

• 

W::!I7 

•0  :  6  :  0 

:  ll;5 

6 

• 

• 

157 

19U7-U8 

0 

'  9 

0 

:  0 

y 

« 

• 

9 

19a8-[i9 

0 

2 

0 

:  0 

1 

: 

3 

19U9-50 

0 

2/ 

0 

:  0 

y 

• 

• 

y 

1950-51 

0 

6 

0 

!  135 

0 

* 

• 

Jhl 

1951-52  y 

0 

u 

0 

:  0 

0 

• 

• 

y 

y  11  months  «  September  through  Ju!^’-* 

y  Less  than  one 

-half  ton* 

UNITED  STATES:  Exports  for  consiUiTption  of  shelled  and  unshellcd  almonds 


: 

Year  :  Canada 

• 

• 

1 

1 

Mexico 

Central  *  South 

America  ,  America 

• 

» 

» 

Others  :  Total 

• 

• 

:  Sliort 

:  tons 

Short 

tons 

Short  :  Short 

tons  :  tons 

Short  :  Short 
tons  :  tons 

1  SIIEL3ED 

1952  y  X  163  :  k  t  10  :  28  :  166  :  371 


UNSHELLED 

•  1^  i  ,mm 

1952  y _ t  17  i  y _ U/ _ 12/ _ ;  12  :  29 

y  7  months  -  «tanuary  tlirough  July*  ' 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Consuso 
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‘1  lv,:i-;Siiy  Of  m  i.ios  Octobor  13^  1992 
FOREIGN  WALNUT  PRODUCTION  LiRGEST  IN  POSTl.’AR  PERIOD 


■  The  1992  prelininary  estimate  of  walnut  production _ in ^ the  leading 
commercial  produci-ng  countries  of  the  Mediterranean  Basin 
sho^^t  tons,  unshelled  basis,  compared  with  31,200  tons  in  1931  end 
99.600  tons  in  1990o  The  estimate  exceeds  the 
(19’'1-9o)  of  32,000  tons  by  Ul  percent  and  the  ^-year  \lJho-5  ) 
aveiage  of  93^,700  tons  by  37  percent.  This  year‘s  crop,  if  it  .turns 
out  to  be  as  large  as  now  estimated,  vrill  b^  the  largest  sincere 
of  World  War  He  The  French  crop  is  about  twice  the  size  oi^thct  1 
last  year  and  the  Italian  is  equal  to  the  previous  postwar  ,iigh  nn 
19h9o  The  United  States  crop  not  included  in  the  above  _i.aires^is 
81,100  tons,  which  is  the  second  largest  crop  in  that  country/  since 

the  end  of  World  War  II^  ,  ■ 

Grox-nng  conditions  in  all  Mediterranean  countries  this  season, 
with-  th3  exception  of  Turkey,  were  for  the  raor.t  part  favorable.  Some 
concern  was  fel't  over  the  hot  summer  in  France  and  Italy  but 
started  it  appears  that  damage  caused  by  -^he  heat  was  mnor.  In  ^  y 
the  cold  spring  is  reported  to  have  caused  a  lighter-than-normaa 
to  tS  mhS;^  growing  conditions  Were  more  or  less  favorable  depending 
on  the  area  but  taken  as  a  whole  a  larger  than  average  crop  is  expected. 

As  the  10‘ll-‘^2  export' season  came  to  a  close  for  all  practical  ^ 
purposes  one  can  say  no  exportable  walnuts  from  the  harvest  remained. 

Ital’-  is  reported  to  have  had  around  100  tons  in  the  kaptos-Sorro. 
district  but  by  now  those  arc  believed  to  have  been  moved.  A jenr  ago 
about  GOO  tons  of  unsh-allod  and  100  tons  of  shelled  r:.mainod  in  these 

same  countrioGc 

Tho  19^1-92  export  season,  although  not  setting  any  records  and 
considering^ the  various  factors  in  the  market  through  most  of  tno  season, 

was  fairly  successful  tcnnagc-vn.se ^  The  season  closoe  nor. vest 

time  in  some  years  with  no  carry-over  although  not  aH  of  the.  1991  ha.vos 


( 
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WALNUTS,  unshollcd:  Estimated  commercial  production  in 
specified  countries,  1952  TAilth  comparisons 

(Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons) 


Year 

• 

• 

Ballaan  * 

countries* 

• 

• 

• 

• 

•  «  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

It-lv  I  Turkov  •  !  United  j  World 

^  ^  1/  ^  States  ,  total 

•  «  •  « 

•  •  •  • 

Average : 

Short  :  Short 

tons  :  tons 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Short  ;  Short  :  Short  :  Short  :  Short 

tons  :  tons  :  tons  :  tons  :  tons 

:  :  :  : 

•  •  «  • 

•  •  •  • 

19)il-50 

• 

11,300  :  17,600 

•  •  •  • 

16,100  :  7,000  s  52,000  :  69,800  :  121,800 

!  :  :  : 

I8,li00  :  7,300  *  53,700  :  72,000  :  125,700 

:  :  :  : 

•  •  %  « 

•  •  •  • 

19U6-50 

iinnual: 

• 

10,700  :  17,300 

• 

• 

« 

• 

19)i5 

• 

9,800  :  12,100 

III  t 

16,500  :  2,000  :  U0,[j.00  :  70,900  :  111,300 

19U6 

• 

10,200  :  10,700 

•  z  •  z 

13,200  :  5,000  t  39,100  :  71,900  :  111,000 

19li7 

• 

9,700  :  32,000 

«  •  •  • 

111, 000  s  2,200  !  57,900  :  6Ii,600  :  122,500 

19h8 

« 

ll,[i00  :  13,100 

•  •  •  • 

15,U00  :  10,000  :  1^9,900  :  71,100  :  121,000 

19ii9 

• 

13,000  ;  13,300 

•  •  •  • 

27,500  i  12,000  :  65,800  ;  88,100  :  153,900 

1950 

• 

•  8,800  ;  17,600 

•  •  •  • 

22,000  j  7,200  :  55,600  j  6U,300  t  119,900 

:  :  :  t 

19,800  :  9,500  t  51,200  77,kOO  :^128,600 

•  a  •  • 

4  •  #  • 

27,500  5  6,600  i  73,500  :  81,100  :  15U,600 

•  •  •  • 

«  •  «  • 

1951  2/' 

• 

8,000  :  13,900 

: 

12,000  :  27,IiOO 

• 

1952  2/ 

y  ExiJort''.blo  surplus  only  -  not  total  x-^roduction* 
'y  FrclLninarj’’* 

3/  Rcvisedc 


Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture# 
Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments, 
results  of  office  research,  Trade  and  other  informationc 


was  cxportede  On  tho  basis  of  such  statistics  as  arc  now  avaiD.ablc,  it 
appears  that  Franco,  Italy  and  Turkey  exported  about  )4,700  tons  of 
shelled  and  19,500  tons  of  un  she  lied  to  foreign  inarkots  or  the  equivalent 
of  about  65  percent  of  the  lP5l  harvests  The  coraparablo  figures  a  7/Gar 
earlier  wore  1)4,000  tons  of  unsbellod  and  6,000  tons  of  shelled  which 
rcprescjnted  about  66  percent  of  the  1950  harvest,  Italy  was  the 
principal  exporter  with  an  r.stiuiiatcd  2,200  short  tons  shelled  and  11,176 
tons  of  unshellcd,  followed  by  France  and  Turkey  for  the  remainddr#  The 
principal  foreign  destinations  for  unshv^lled  were  Western  Germany,  the 
United  Kingdom,  Switzerland  and  Scaneb^navian  countricso  The  United 
States  xras  the  principal  market  for  kernels,  followed  by  Crnada,  the 
United  Kingdom,  Germany  and  the  lox-r  countries® 

The  prospects  for  the  1952-53  season  arc  not  as  promising  as  those 
of  the  season  just  closed®  The  largo  crops  of  almonds,  filberts  and 
walnuts  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin  arc  all  competing  for  the  available 
markets#  The  United  Kingdom  T'dll  not  be  as  important  an  outlet  as  in 
other  recent  y..ars  duo  to  the  restrictive  action  on  the  part  of  that 
country;'  on  imports  of  tree-nuts®  The  prices  for  ncw-crop  in  all  of  the 
principal  markets  is  below  that  of  last  year  and  generally  expected  to 
show  a  further  decline  before  the  season  advances  much  further.  The 
large  United  States  crop  is  believed  by  mnst  exporters  to  preclude 
exj:)orts  in  the  same  volume  as  last  year  unless  United  States  prices 
become  too  liigh.  Most  foreign  exporters  arc  looking  towards  Western 
Germany  for  their  best  mark-et  followed  by  Switzerland  and  the  Scandinavian 
countries.  There  'is  some,  doubt  about  the  tonnage  that  can  be  sold  to 
Canada,  There  have  been  relatively  few  inquiries  from  the  United  States 
and  such  as  have  been  received  have  usually  indicated  they  vxerc  not 
willing  to  paiy  the  present  prices.  Western  Germany  has  apparently  been 
the  only  buyer  early  in  the  season  but  volume  is  smallo 

Balkans  China!  There  is  no  information  available  as  to  possible  exports 

or  size  of  the  Chinese  crop  this  season^  The  crop  in 
the  Balkans  is  up  from  that  of  last  year  and  some  Yugoslavian  walnuts 
maj^  reach  outside  markets  though  the  volume  will  be  rather  smallo 
Western  Germany  is  reported  to  be  showing  a  slight  interest  in  those 
nuts,  probably  on  a  barter  dealo  Wolnuts  olscxvhore  in  the  Balkaais  for 
the  most  part  arc  expected  to  remain  behind  the  Iron  Curtain,  although 
the  possibility  that  a  fexxr  smalD.  lots  will  go  to  outside  countries  can 
not  bo  overlookcdo 

Franco :  The  1952  prcliiiinary  estimate  of  x-ralnut  production  in  France  is 
27,1x00  short  tons^  unshellcd  basis,  compared  X'Xith  13.»900  tons 
in  1951  and  17^600  tons  in  1950,  The  present  estimate  is  about  56 
percent  larger  than  the  10-year  (19)41-50)  average  of  17,600  tons  and 
58  percent  larger  than  the  5-year  ( 19 1x6-50 )  avi.rage  of  17,300  tons.  In 
the  Bordeaux  district  it  is  now  Goqioctod  about  16,500  tons  will  be 
harvested,  compared  with  8,200  tons  in  1951  and  9j700  tons  in  1950* 
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It  is  expected  that  there  will  be  about  U,100  short  tons  of  Comes,  3>3  00 
tons  of  Marbots,  900  tons  of  other  table  varieties  and  8,100  tons  of 
shelling  varictiese  In  Grenoble  it  is  estimated  the  harvest  will  total 
about  11,000  short  tons,  unshclled  basis,  compared  with  5>700  tons  in 
19^1  and  7^900  tons  in  1950«  On  the  basis  of  present  infoimation,  it 
?pTxars  that  there  mil  be  about  7j700  tons  of  Grenobles  equally  divided 
botwocn  Farisiennes,  Mayettes,  and  Franquettos  and  3^300  tons  of 
Chaberts-> 

Gromng  conditions,  to  review  briefly,  were  excellent  iq)  to  Juno 
after  wltich  excessive  hot  weather  caused  some  damage;  however,  rains  in 
Augiist  appear  to  have  saved  the  crop*  The  quality  of  the  nuts  in  both 
districts  is  reported  to  be  much  better  than  that  of  last  year  although 
Comes  and  Marbots  and  other  varieties  in  the  Bordeaux  district  arc 
reported  to  be  running  to  smaller  sizes*  The  Grenoble  district  also 
reports  that  the  nuts  average  slightly  smaller  than  last  year* 

The  195>1-52  marketing  season  came  to  a  close  vdth  no  carry-over 
from  the  19f?l  harvest*  A  year  earlier  there  were  less  than  200  tons 
of  unshelled  and  100  tons  of  shelled* 

The  1951-52  export  season  was  fairly  successful,  tonnage-wise* 
According  to  availa.ble  statistics,  about  7^575  short  tons  of  unshollcd 
and  I,2l8  tons  of  shelled  w^rc  exported  to  the  end  of  June,  of  which 
521  tons  I'Jcrc  shoim  for  the  United  States*  During  the  first  ha.lf  of 
1952,  11  tons  01  unshclled  were  imported  from  Italy*  Germany  was  the 
principal  buyer  of  unshull^d,  followed  by  Switzerland  and  various 
French  possessions*  The  United  States  was  the  principal  outlet  for 
shelled  nuts,  followed  by  Canada  and  Germany* 

The  1952-53  marketing  season  has  only  just  starred  in  both  districts 
with  lower  prices  than  those  of  the  previous  season  indicated*  In  the 
Bordeaux  district  Comes  27  mm  and  up  arc  quoted  at  $3l4  to  $36  per 
220  pounds  f»o,b*,  Marbot  extra  28  mm  and  up  arc  quoted  at  $36  to  $38 
for  October/November  shipment*  After  November  some  exporters  arc 
willing  to  shade  the  prices  slightly*  The  quotations  for  shelled, 
Octobor/November  shipment,  which  were  a  little,  lower  earlier  arc  now 
about  as  follows:  $105  to  ‘$115  for  Bordeaux  extra  halves  per  220 
pounds  f,o*b,  and  broken  $95  to  $100,  Most  of  the  quotations  on  extra 
halves  are  about  $110* 

German  buyers  arc  reported  to  have  fixed  some  contracts  at  $3^ 
for  Comes  and  $35  on  Marbot  per  220  pounds*  The  tonnage  involved  has 
not  yet  been  ascertained  but  the  Tradd  generally  states  very  few  nuts 
have  been  sold  to  date#  It  is  also  reported  that  prices  given  in  the 
prcccd.lng  paragraph  arc  too  high  to  interest  foreign  buyers  and  that 
they  no  doubt  will  gradually  seek  lower  levels  as  the  season  advances* 


Bordeaux  walnut  dealers  bcliovo  the  domestic  market  will  be  good  but 
that  the  foreign  market  I'Jill  bo  slow,  especially  at  present  prices* 

Some  barter'-  tj^e  deals  arc  expected*  At  this  time  a  feX'T  inquiries  have 
been  received  from  the  United  States  and  Canada  for  shelled  nuts  but  no 
sales  reported* 


In  the  Grenoble  district  it  is  reported ^offers  to  buy  shelled 
Chabert  halves  have  been  received  on  the  basis  of  ^95  to  $105  ffeo.b* 
per  220  poiuids  from  United  States  importers.  Last  year  the  same  nuts 
were  $119  to  $120  per  220  pounds.  The  Trade  expects  to  sell  more 
Chabert  halves  in  the  United  States  than  was  the  ease  last  year  although 
the  tonnage  will  be  rcry  small.  The  exi^orts  to  the  United  Kingdom  arc 
ejected  to  be  smaller  than  last  year  as  it  is  reported  the  United 
Kingdom  will  restrict  its  nnports  of  walnuts  to  18  percent  of  thc^ 
previous  year.  At  present  the  Grenoble  exporturs  arc  hopeful  of  in-  ^ 
cr..as:mg  their  sales  over  those  of  last  year  to  Western  Germany,  Belgiugi 
and  Switzerland.  The  French  North  African  colonies  arc  also  expected 
to  purchase  more  walnuts  than  last  year*  The  domestic  demand  for 
Grenoblcs  is  reported  good* 


Italy:  The  1992  prclimiinai^'-  estimate  of  walnut  production  in  the 

NaxJles-Sorrcnto  district  of  Italy  is  27,900  short^tons,  unshclled 
basis,  compared  >ri.th  19,800  tons  in  1991  ^'■wd  22,000  tons  in  1990*  The 
present  forecast  exceeds  the  10-ycar  (l9l4l-90)  average  of  16,100  tons 
by  71  percent  and  the  9-ycar  (19)46-90)  average  of  18,U00  tons  by  Ii9 
percent.  If  the  crop  turns  out  as  now  expected  it  xvill  be  equal  to  the 
19)-|.9  hanvest  which  wa.s  the  langost  in  the  postxTar  period* 


Growing  conditions  generally  xrcre  very  fa<.vorable  early  in  the 
season  and  the  crop  followed  a  relatively  sm.all  one  of  the  year  before. 
The  extremely  hot  wca.thcr  in  most  western  Mediterranean  Basin  countries 
during  the  summer  is  believed  to  have  caused  some  damage  to  the  crop. 
Actual  shelling  of  the  nuts  has  not  yet  started  in  volume  and  it  is 
feared  that  when  the  season  readily  starts  the  quantity  of  heat-dajnagod 
nuts  will  be  larger  than  normal* 


As  the  1991-92  season  came  to  a  close  it  vras  estimated^ that  not 
more  than  100  short  tons,  unshclled  basis,  remained  unsold  in  the 
Naplos-Sorrento  district,  A  year  ago  it  was  estimated  some  900  tons 
remained  from  the  1990  harvest. 


The  1991-92  export  season  came  to  a  close  xd-th  an  estimated  2,200 
short  tons  of  walnut  mea.ts  and  11,176  tons  of  unshclled  being  exported* 
The  previous  season  1,761  short  tons  of  shelled  and  12,068  tons  of 
unshclled  wore  r.xported,  according  to  official  statistics* 

The  1991-92  export  season,  although  not  considered  a  record  or 
overly  satisfactor;.-  by  some  expjorters,  appears  to  have  been  successful* 
The  c-^ort  movement  of  shelled  started  slowly  but  by  November  had 
reached  276  tons  for  the  month*  It  continued  at  a  rate  slightly  under 
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that  lovol  for  most  of  the  balanco  of  the  scrason.  The  exports  of  un- 
sholled  sta-i'tcd  with  1,076  tens  in  September,  rose  to  hjOUl  in 
October  and  dropped  to  3j80)i  in  Novomboro  Tho  bulk  of  the  unshollcd 
hc?.d  been  sold  into  export  maj’kcts  before  December  31,  19^1  ond  after 
that  monthly  totals  vcrc  on  tho  limited  side  a  The  United  Kingdom,  the 
United  States,  Canada  and  Western  Gci'many  were  the  principal  destinations 
for  shelle.d  walnuts*  The  unshelled  were  ex]:)Orted  principally  to  Western 
Germany,  the  United  Kingdom  and  Belgium,  xjith  small  lots  going  to 
Brazil,  Egyjjt,  Australia  and  vailous  other  countries© 

The  19^2-^3  season  is  starting  with  a  gn.at  deal  of  imcortainty 
end  reserve-  on  the  part  of  exporters  and  actual  sales  to  date  have  been 
rather  small#  The  large  crop  in  Italy,  France  raid  elsewhere,  irith  prices 
weakening  in  some  of  the  principal  competing  countri-.,s  has  exporters 
worried.  Also  a  source  of  xrorrp  is  tho  large  riediterranean  almond  and 
filbert  crops.  The  United  States  walnut  crop  also  is  large  and  the 
possibility  of  exporting  to  this  countrgv"  is  less  as  a  result©  A  few 
exporters  have  made  quotations  to  date  but  these  are  strictly  nominal 
as  they  would  rather  wait  to  see  what  trend  the  international  v/alnut 
mrrkct  will  take.  At  present  it  is  reported  Pa.rtenope,  unshellcd,  f.Ocb. 
can  bo  purchased  at  around  $29  ''ind  Sorrentos  a.t  $33*  It  is  reported 
one  cmr  purchase  limited  tonnage  of  new-crop  shelled  at  $90  to  $95 
foO.b.  per  220  pounds  rihich  would  bo  cciually  devided  between  light 
halves,  light  picc-^s,  amber  halves  and  pieces.  Also  it  is  reported 
some  exporters  are  walling  to  sell  for  future  deliver^/'  at  prices 
slightly  lower  provided  a  la.rgo  advance  payment  is  made.  These 
exporters  arc  speculating  that  the  market  will  drop  in  the  weeks  ahead. 
This  is  probably  a  fair  assumx)tion  on  the  basis  of  reports  regarding  the 
probable  French  market  this  2''car© 

As  the  matter  stands  today,  although  few  inquiries  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  from  tho  United  Kingdom  and  Western  Ger  lany  for  unshollod,  it 
is  believed  these  2  countri  s  will  be  tho  principal  buyers  for  this 
tapjc  during  the  1952-53  season.  The  United  States  and  Canada  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  the  principal  Im.yers  of  shelled,  although  the  tonnage 
probably'-  Trill  bo  loss  than  last  year.  The  activity  in  un-shcllcd  ex¬ 
ports  is  not  expected  to  start  until  the  second  half  of  October  and  in 
shelled  exports  until  late  in  November.  At  the  moment  there  is  little 
activity  in  the  Naples  walnut  market. 

Turkey:  The  1952  prolminaiy  ostimr.te  of  rralnut  production  in  Turkey 

(exportable  surplus  only)  is  6,600  short  tons,  unsholled  basis, 
compared  vrith  9^500  tons  in  1951  end  7^200  tons  in  1950.  The  estim.ate 
is  6  percent  below  the  10-year  (l9i|l-50)  average  of  7^000  tons  and  10 
percent  bcloir  the  5-year  (19U6-50)  average  of  7^300  tons. 
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Eidcrablo  damage.  Production  is  ,„„tion\v  the  growors  find  their 
relatively  small  plantings,  and  c  I  ■•  mnki'S  it  diftj.oult 

families  and  neighbors  is  relatively  high.  This  male,a 

to  estimate  the  quantity  available  for  eeq^ort. 

As  the  1951-52  season  ended  it 

j^iirodT-o  ^oetilo^a:^  qu.ity  of  this 

year's  nuts* 

The  3951-52  erport  season  aosed  Hith  an  estmatod  3,500  tons,  un- 
e  ante  kS-  vhiS  3s  somonhat  bolon  that  of  the  previous  “'‘'’^son. 
shol.led  b';Si..,  ■  I'lrcoly  to  Germany,  Uruguay  and  the 

The  exports  of  unsnyied  nuts  5;;-^Koiy  c®ada.  Western 

United  Kingdom,  while  exports  “  '  Turkish  statistics  show 

Germany,  Lebanon  and  tho  Unxtod  Stc,.touc  -  United  States 

Sut  iii  tons  y  ,  Shelled  wye  oyy  =d  -g  "i^l^Jsiderahly 

for  the  period  Ocybor  1,  1951  tl’  This  indl.catos  third 

below  the  United  States  3.mpoa  ts  i  t+  is  interest  ing  to  note 

county  yay  «  "sr^^rh^Ls  of^^elicd  c:opo?ted  to, 

that  Turkish  cxpoi  o  otc.  ^  ^  Tir,T>-ini^  Those  countries  bc.i-ng 

Franco  and  161  tons  to  Italy  dumy  -  yP  question  as  to  lAicthcr 

]-rgo  producers  of  walnuts  thcmsolvos  raises  tlic  qucotion  . 

thoS  nuts  wore  not  resold  to  tho  United  States, 

mv  for  tho  1952-53  C'cport  season  is  not  too  promylng  ^ 

.V,-  !•  T^Mall  r  crop  L  the  first  Instant  makes  few  nuts  avail- 

this  tmo®  The  smaller  crop  -ui  >io+  +  oT  nr  ices  than  a  year 

able  and  as  a  result  Turkls'n  growers  and  the 

ago.  Tho  largo  crops  in  tho  otnor  cyn,eri  y  yj?  pq  the  European 

United  States  xjill  offer  sernnis  be  lower.  The 

markets  as  prices  in  those  countries  yo  oy^e  ■  ^  United 

,msat3  sfactoiy  exi.orience  mth  unyalyd  nrtr  pp 

Kingdom  and  Western  Eiu-yyn  ymy  y  .pqjort.  The  United 

improbable  that  many  unshell  ■ '  5,  expected  to  reduce  any 

Kingdom  import  rostricti.ons-now  m  xorce  is  leO  expeouca 

possible  sales  of  mshnllod  to  that  country® 

The  prices  for  nv.w- crop  have  Mnbcr  pieces 

woiid  be  aroun-d  $35  per  220  pyids  f -“yyf  “g“qP^:Lqfqraqtive  this 
They  do  not  believe  that  third  oomyr:.-  deal. 


season  as  a  i 
poor  c 


Dcliove  unau  uaxxu  oouilux^  .1-- —  -  _  ^  .  m-p  w-uno- 

mar  0-0  and  conclude  the  season  giv.s  proruxse  of  bcin,, 

;cax  e...,0  T.T_-14-r.^  P  T-n  1  hi . U 


?ar  as  Tirkcy  is  Lneorned.-By  Walter  R.  Schroiber 


MITED  STATES:  Imports  rnd  exports  of  walnuts 
(Crop  y>-ar,  Scptomb..r- August 


Coimtrios 

t 

.  Average 

: 

• 

• 

iuinual 

:  m'OT? 

:  1950-51 

• 

• 

• 

• 

19U9-50 

;  1950-51 

• 

• 

•  ■ 

•  <• 

1951-52  1/ 

:  Short  tons 

i 

Short  tons 

:  Short  tons 

• 

• 

Short  tons 

1 

i 

DiPORTS  -  SHELLED 

China . . . . . 

i  566 

1 

2,223 

:  538 

: 

6 

Fr'ince© .  . . . 

1  196 

: 

185 

J  757 

• 

• 

666 

It'j].y,  . . . 

:  351 

: 

215 

:  822 

: 

828 

VXii  1  •  O'y 

:  1461 

• 

• 

279 

s  1,0)48 

: 

782 

Other*  t,*....*,***,* 

s  179 

• 

186 

1  I4II 

: 

782 

3.  Oilf 'iX  C**(r4«*t**»t 

1  1,753 

• 

■ 

s  37W6 

: 

3,0611 

• 

• 

3 

D€»0RTS  ~  UNSHELLED 

Chinas* ••s*.***.,,.* 

1  0 

: 

0 

:  0 

1 

0 

Italy* 

:  ^1 

« 

• 

3 

:  0 

t 

7 

O'bl'lC*- 

1  12 

t 

0 

:  59 

: 

1 

Total . * 

i  143 

• 

• 

3 

:  59 

• 

• 

■■  "H 

Gr'.i'icidn 

«  •  e  1 

120 

• 

• 

Cuba* 

2 

§ 

« 

Europe  0 ,  * . . . 

?J 

1 

Other, 0 0 » *  * 

33 

: 

Total . . 

“T55 

: 

EXPORTS 

-  SHELLED 

9  1 

2 

• 

• 

3 

2/  J 

2/  : 

3 

0 

• 

f 

t 

U 

0 

IH  : 

25 

: 

27 

27  : 

30 

• 

• 

30 

Canadas , s 0 :  953  * 

Cuba,,, . 320  : 

Europe  8Y  : 

Obh-  r,«o»,**s,,«,,«,i  ^38  : 

Total. . . .  177’9^  j 

:  : 


^  il  men  til  s 
2/  Onu-half 


Septembe.r  through  July® 
an  or  loss® 


EXPORTS  -  UNSHELIED 


1,126 

1 

983 

860 

353 

• 

U8!; 

• 

l;10 

10 

! 

6)4 

: 

0 

208 

• 

« 

236 

: 

15U 

1,697 

t 

1,767 

t 

1711^ 

: 


Compiled  from  official  sources -of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census* 
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